
' w-;. ^IlT^SS PAPSE3, togas* £4s "Tasterday* fl feiet debate on the War Guilt? 
b i i l lasted five L<oure3 OLJ/ S'jad*troEf Deputy Speakers presiding« Parlous party leaders 
spoke. Social Ba&ocratie feltonsn adelttsd the urgency ex sett l ing the ijideti'm of war 
gui l t . iVuould have boa» daäiraäle to reach a settlement witMn the framework of already 
esletlng legislation« Jhe Goverament proposal Involve.:? s eerloue change of the Constitution 
!The Sonicj. 2cHiocra38 reserve the right to pr<jposa modifications$ particularly to extend 
the responsibility fco rill £S*ilty parties« Hertta Suusinen of tha Democratic Union said 
that the newly drafted b i l l is ladlopensahle, as the existing laira and courts aro inadequate 
for prosecution of wer criminals« V/&r responsibility should sot be limited to membera of 
the goverranent alone« However, the Democratic Union Hot group will not demand mass pro­
secutions* The agrarian l3.iderr, Holies, had hoped for a solution based on constitutional 
law, but obviously the Government has decided otherwise. The Agrarians are not eoajnittlag 
themselves on ths government b i l l , but hemo for a solution based on a restricted number of 

• caseso I've Salminen (Conservative) expressed serious concern ever the departure fro« 
Finland** legal traditions« Execution of the arnsistica terms i s ( hover er „ a vital necessity 

'Mr« John Oeuterholm, of the Swedish party, emphasized his, anxiety over the b i l l n s departure 
from constitutional law, but admitted. th» urgency of political considerations« The liberal 
deputy, Prof, Kalls Eauppi, expressed the dissatisfaction of hi« party (the Progressive 
Party) with the rlolatlons of the Constitution in the government bi l l , which caused many 
of i t s maibors to oppose it« Humorous «peakars fe l t that« despite all objections, political 
pressure made a solutio&pecdssary. 5he b i l l was transmitted to the Coneti tut tonal Coramltta 
Of t x i ^ - " 



^TRIAL OF 1939 FINNISH ^*jj&k&&*> a~X~* »M1^ . I I 
Xaht'i, in the Finnish Home Service, broadcasts a Press Review, of which tlie' 
following is an excerpt: "Two of this morning's papers, HUFVUDSTADSBLADijr ' 
and ILTA'SAftOMAT, deal with the' motion of 2^ Social Democrat Diet Deputies 
who. propose that the law about war »guilt be1 widened so that the persons for j 
whb::i punishment is demanded include 'all those who, in responsible positiona,) 
-too.:; part in the planning, preparation, commencement, and execution of t. 
war against the U.S.S.R. in 1939 and.' against- the, U.S.S.R. and Britain in 
0til. This news is so fresh that only two of the above-mentioned paper c}j 
have had time to deal with it editorially. 

rJVFüDSTADSBLADET has headed its ar'itcle, 'The Principles of Justice 'and 
iolitics', and concludes its article by/saying that it is evident that 

|there ic a'causal connection between Finnish policy from 1939 right up to 
the second war on the side of Germany. 'We are to blame for much when it 
is a question of political farsightedness and tactical wisdom. Certain . 

, cirslos arc to blame still much more; vhen it is a question of irresponsible.: 
blindness also ... with great values^ But an attempt to place the men of 

;1939» juridically, in the same group as those who now are sitting on the 
inch;of..the accused öannot in any way,be considered fair play. 

Unfiaj* Means 

[•he ILTA SAftOMAT article, entitled ' *A»Remarkable Proposal', says that one 
?sivlt .of this proposal would mean that; the number of persons to be tried 

jJFbuid be-greatly Increased; 'this despite the fact that the signatories' 
, consider that the Government's' interpretation of the 13th clause of the 

IArriietî e Agreement, which clause is the basis of the proposed special 
legislation, is wrong, and despite the £f act < that at least some of the 
signatories during the Diet 'deIrate on the War Guilt Bill expressed their. 
sharp.opposition toward-the whole proposals';.The paper concludes by stati 
that no natter what the intentionsvof~;£he-proposal are the means employed 

vf or' carrying, them out 'do not conform-,to. the Finnish sense of fair play. ' 


