£ 101

First Draft

10 November 1945

PR IA N BRIT B

— S — — _— e = = —

THE NaZI CONSPIRATORS' WAR

OF AGGRESSION AGAINST POLAND

ROY H., STEYER
Lt. (jg), USMR
Section III



SECTION OF THE INDICTMENT

Count One - The Common Plan or Conspiracy

Paragraph IV, (F), 4 - Formuletion of the Plan
to sttack Polands Preparation
and Initiation of Aggressive
Wars March 1939 to September 1939.




W (Steyer)
LEGAL REFERENCES

CHARTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL

"Article 6.. The Tribunal established by the Agreement referred to in
Article 1 hereof for the trial.and punishment of the major wer criminals
of the Buropean 4xis countriga'ahéll have the power to try and punish
persons who, acting in the interests of the Buropean Axis countries,
whether as individuals or as members of oigenizations, committed any of
the following crimes:

"The following acts, or any of them, are crimes coming within the
jurisdiction of the Tribtunal for which there shall be individual
responsibility:

(a) CRIMES AGAINST PEACE: namely, planning, preparation,
initiation or waging of a wer of aggression, or a war
in violation of international treaties, agrecements or
assurances, or participation in a common plan or
conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the fore-
going . o M

"Leaders, orgenizers, instigators and accomplices participating
in the formulation or execution of a common plan or consplracy %o
cormit any of the foregoing crimes are responsible for all acts per-
formed by eny persons in execution of such plan.

"article 7. The officisl position of defendants, whether as Heads of
State or responsidle officials in Government Deparrtments, shall not be
considered as freeing them from responsibility or mitigating punishment.

WArticle 8. The fact that the Defendent acted pursuant to order of his

Government or of a superior shall not free him from responsibility, but

mey be considered in mitigation of punishment 1f the Tribunal determines
that justice so requires."

TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS

German~Polish Declaration of 26 January 1934 (T. C. 21).
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Poland

WsR IN EUROTXE

On 23 May 1939, = group of hizh-rankins of“icers of the “ehrmocht mot vith
Hitler in kis study 2t the new Reich Chancellery. The Miehroar roviewed the
zccomplishments of the 1l-st six ye:>rs (1933—1939} and wronounced thet thray »:a
been put to rocd use. He then surveyed the current situ:tion 2nd statad!

"We :re left with tre decisiont To 2attsck rfol:nd =t the first suitsble opportu-

nity". (Underlininz in orizinel)

(L= 79, Top Secret MHinutes of Cecnfercncs,
23 May 1939, sitned Schrmundt)

In the oarly morning hours of 1 September 1939, Germesn troops crossed the
Polish frontier, Thre 2ag7ressive war which the ¥2zis had pl:nncd was therohy
l:uncheé--=nd w8 subse:uently to cnzulf tho world.

The founiation for the initial =sssult hed heen ccrafully 1:id. Trom »
tirhtly controlled :nd remiliterized Germeny, th- sw:=stiks hed been c:rried
forw:rd by mid-M:srch, 1939, into sustris =nd C=:choslovaki=, thoreby proviiing
importsnt resources =né besas for further =z~ression. In the next five 2nd =
h=1f months, the K:zis made their secret preperstions for sceurine Lebensrsunm
by force =t the cxpense of Folend, Thase proverstions =s2in some perspactive
in the lisht of formal Gormeny-Folish relationsrips from the berinnin~ of 1034
to the outbrosk of war. This spen of time iivides 1tsalf into two distinct
poriods: (1) J=nuary, 1934, throuzh mid-March, 1939; (2) mid-March, 1939,
t*rouch s~usust, 1939.

POINT II

B#CKGROUKD OF FOLISH~GERMAN RULATIONS IN THD FIRIOD J-NUARY 1934 - ; ID-1:30H, 1829

On <6 J2nuery, 1934, the Polish and Germen Fovornmonts signei = ton-yoir
pact of non-egzression. Stating th-t ths "m-intinance »ni guarantee of a
lestin: pe-ce between their countries 48 =n essantisl prerecuisite for the
~enerzl peace of surcpe", the two Governments z-rsed "to »2se their mtusl
rolations on the prineiples 12id down 1n the Pact of Paris of 27 :usust 1928",
They snnounced their docision to seck 2 solution of disputes batwesn them dy

pesceful mesns, and declared:
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“In nc circumst-nces ... will they procced to the =pplication

of force for the purpose of reachinz = decision in such disputes".

{underlininz hﬁppiied}

(T.C.21, Polish-German Decleration
of Non-izrrassion, 26 Januery 1934)

In subsecuent yesrs, up throuth January of 1939, co-conspirators Hitler,

SOZRING and RIBEENTROP mede frocucent assurasnces to Polish statemen of their

T
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tisfaction with the =1lliznce.

(No. 13, Polish White Book, Communicetion from
Lipski to Beck reportin~ conversation with EHitler,
2+ Jenuary 1935; No. 15, R.W.B., Extract from
Count Szembek's Mimtes of Conversation with
Goerinz, 31 J=muary 1935; No. 25, P.W.B., Count
Szenmbek's Minutes of Conversation with Ritbensrol,
14 aumust 1936; No. 36, P.W.B., Beck's Minutcs of
Conversation +ith Hitler, l4 January 1938)

Fitler 2nd Ribbentrop buttressed thesc =ssur:inces with public decl-rations of

their adherence to the non-az~rgssion pact 2nd their resolve to keep the pesce

in Burope. The fcllowine -re typlcal:

"By = series of 22reements we heve eliminetad existin~ tensions
2nd thereby contributed considersbly to 2n improvement in the Buropean
atmospherce I nmnarely rec2ll an a2grerment with Poland, which h=s
workoed ocut to the ~dv-ntaze of bhoth sides . . . ,

"Truz st~ tasmenship will not overlook re=lities, but consider them.
The It=1li=n nation >nd the new It=1liesn St=te =sre ro=lities. The German
nation =end the German Reich are eru=lly re=lities. 4nd to my own
fellow-citizens, I would say that the Folish nation 2nd the Polish
St-te have 21so become 2 rozlity « « « .

"The German Reich with its stronz .rmy will protect her own scenrity
and her own honor. But, fully convinced th2t thare is for Europe no
zreaber zood than pez2ee, the Germsn Resich will alweys be 2 responsible
2n& consciocus promoter of the Burope=n peace idea . . . ."

(2368-FS, ixtrects from Speech by Hitler before
Reichstas, 30 January 1937)
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"The Reich Chancellor received the Polish smbessador in Berlin,
4. Lipski, to-d2y. In his conversstion with the Ambessador the
fuehrer-Choncellor zave expressicn to his satisfaction that it hed
becn pessible to reach an understendinz on a matter of speciel
importence for Polish-Germ=n relations, i.c., the Minorities question.
Thus it hed been proved thet the Polish-German Decl:retion of Januzsry
26, 193z, and the principle of direct nezoti=tion thercin provided
for, w2s still demonstr=tin: its value.

"In tre ccurse of the conversation it was confirmed thet Folish-
Germsn rel-tions should not meet with difficulties becsuse of the
Denzix guestion.”

(2447-PS, Official Communique on the Polish
Ambassador's sudience with the Reich Chencellor,
5 November 1937)

B ok ok ok K ok ok ok ow o Kk W

"In the fifth year followins the first ~re=t foraizn political
szreement of the Reich, it fills us with sincere ~ratification to be
able to state that in our reclations with the State with which we h=d
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had perhaps the sreatest differences, not only has trere been a detente,
but in the course of these ye:rs there h=s been = constent improvemsnt

in relations . . « This z00d work, which was regarded with suspicicn by

so m2ny =t the time, has stcod the test, and I may say thst, since the
Leazue of Nations finally zave.up 1ts continual attempts to unsettle Danzis
and appointed a man of gre:t personal attainments =s the new commissicner,
thie most dangerous spot from the point of view of Buropean pe:ce has
entirely lost its menacinz charactcr. The Polish State respects the
national conditions by this St:=te, and both the city of Danzis and

Germany respect Folish rizhts. ‘dnd so the way to 2 friendly understaniing
h-s becn successfully paved, ‘an understandins which, besinnins with
Danziz, has to-day, in spite of the attompts of certain mischief-mokers,
succeeded in finally tekinz the poison out of the relstiocns between
Germeny 2nd Foland and transforminc then into 2 sincere, friendly
cooperaticn.

"Relyinz on her friendships, Germeny will not leave 2 stone
unturned to save th=t ideal which provides the foundetion for the
task which is 2head of us—pezce."

(2357-PS, Extracts from Specch by Hitler
before Roichsts», 20 February 1938)

deode A ko e e R s R

"We have no interest in oppressinz other nations. "We cesire to
be ha in our own way =2nd let the others he bhe in their own ways . .
\ 842 v

"The most difficult problem with which I was confroentod was thet
of our relations with Pol=nd. There was = dsnaer th2t Foles 2nd Germens
would rezard each other 2s hereditary enemics.. I wanted to provent this . .
In Pol2nd there ruled not 2 demceracy, but 2 man; =2nd with him I succeeded,
in precisely twelve months, in comin» to an =7reesment which, for ten years
to bezin with, entirely removed the denmer of conflict.. We are =11
convinced tha2t this 2azreemont will tring lestinz pocificaticn. We realize
tr=t here -re twoc pecples which miast live togetrer, =nd neither of which
cen do 2wey with the other. 4 poople of 32 millions will alw=ys etrive
for an outlet to the se2, & way to underst-ndinz, then, h:d to be found;
it hes been foundi end it will be contimu21llyv extsnda? fiwthap,  Certainly
thinzs were cifficult in this 2rca. The nztion=litics =2nd small national
groups frecuently auarrelled =2monz themselves,. But tho main f2ct is that
the two Governments, and 21l rezsonable and clear-sishted persons amon:
the two peoples end in the two countries, possess the firm will =nd deter-
minetion to improve their relations". (Underlininz supplied)

(T.C. 29, Hitlor's Specch in the
Sportpslzst, 256 Setember 1938)
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", . . In accoricnce with the resolute will of the Germen Netionzl
Leader, the continual progress »nd consolidation of friendly rel=tions
between Germany end Pol-nd, based uvon the existinz Asrcom:nt betweon us,
constitute 2n essential clement in German foreisn policy. The political
foresight, 2nd thzs prineiples worthy of true st=tesmanship, which in-
duced both sides to teke the momentous decision of 1934, provide 2
susrzntes th:t 2ll other problems arisin~ 4n the course of the future
evclution of cvents will 21so he solved in thae gomeo spirit, with

due regerd to the respect and underst-ndinz of the rihtful intorests

of both sides. Thus Pol=nd =nd Cermany cen look forwsrd tc the futnure
with full confidence in the solid basis of thoir matusl relaticns . . "

(253Q-PS, Speoch by Ribbentrop in Wersow,
25 Jamary 1939)

®of ok ok ok ot s ox & A kR %k

"We rave just celebr2ted the fifth snniversary of the con-
clusion of our non-assression pact with Pol-nd.. There can scarcely
be any difference of opinion today emon+ the true friends of pezce 28

-l
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to the value of this ezreement . . - Durinz the troubled months of the
p2st ysar the friendship of Germeny and Poland has been one of the
rc:essuring frectors in the political life of Burope."

(2360-PS, Extroct from FHitler's Spe:ch
before the Reichstag, 3C Janusry 1929)

In the interim betwecn Hitler's specch of September, 1938, =ancd the specches
in January, 1939, the =zl conspirators zave some portent of things to come.
On 24 October 1938 (less then = month 2fter German troops entered the Suletonlzu
>né 27ein on three occasions in January, 1932, co~conspirators Ribbentrop 2nd
Hitler proposed in convers=ations with Polish diplomate the return of Denziz
to the Reich 2nd the building of an extra-territoriel motor ro2d =nd railw=y
lino ecross Pomorze (the so-called "Polish Corridor"). These proposals were
not received fovoradbly by the FPoles 2nd vwere not pushed by the Nazis. Hitler

ieclered that "thore would De no f2its accomplis in Danzie and nothinz would be

Zone to render difficult the position of the Polish Government'. Ribhentrop
ctiphasized that Germany was "not seckins any viclent solution" and thet the
nasis of their policy toward Folsnd was still a'desire for the further duildin~
up of friendly relations”.

(Nos 44, 46, 18, 49 and 52, Polish Write

Bock, Reports of Lipski's ccnversaticns
with Ribbentrop and Hitler.)

POINT III

POLISE~G.RMLY PEL.TICHSEIPS FROM MID-MARCH 1939 TH:QUGH .UGUST 1932

On 15 March, the Nazis seized and occupied the major pert of Czechoslovekls;
¢a 22 March they reunited the Memel territory with the Reich; on 23 Merch taey
secured military richts in the nominelly independent state of Slovekia, along
‘@ southern borders of Poland. The crisis in Polish-German relations bezan
iithin the week's span of these events.

On 21 March, the cefendsnt Ribbentrop cazlled in the Polish Ambassader in
“erlin =nd 23°1in sherply raised the questioms of German sovereiznty cover Denziz
=u the extra-territorisl motor road; these proposels were met by counter-
rroposals on the 26th suzzestinz further discussions.

(Nose 61 end 63, Polish YWhite Book,
Communications from Lipski to 3eck,
21 and 25 March 1945)

The =nswer to these counter-proposals did not come until late spril when

Fitler, in a2 specch before the Reichstaz on the 28th (2359-PS), repeated the
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German demands and then deﬂcunced the German-Folish non-azgression Fact of 1934
on the specious ground th:t ﬁhe Polish-Znglish accord of 6 April (2515-PS)
amounted to a breach of that Qact. The Polish response on 5 May pointed out
that the Nazi argument in effect interpreted the Declaration of 1934 2s equiva-
lent to renunciation by Poland of the risht to conclude political acrecments
with third states. Hoting th=t the pact was concluded for 2 ten-yoar period
without any possibility of denunciation durinz that time, the memorandum 2dded
th=t the German "decision to regzrd the 1934 Declaration as not bindins was
taken =fter the previcus refusal of the Germsn St-te to sccept explanztions

as to the compatibility of the snzlo-Polish guerantee with the 193+ Declaration,
which it was the intention of the Polish Government to furnish to the representa-
tive of the Reich in Warsaw."

(2517-FS, Folish %overnment Memorandum
to the German Government, 5 May 1939)

The period following the demunciation witnessed 2 femilisr Nazi technique -
used by them in the days precedinz occupation of Austria and Czeeroslovekis —
of a violent press campalzn which exazzerated border incidents =nd the 111~
treatment of German minorities in Polznd, in 2n effort to intimidate 2nd to
stir up passions. (See Nos. 52 and 55, British Blue Book) Meanwhile, the Nazis,
acting through Gauleiter Foerster, consolidated treir hold on Danzies and pro-

ceeded surrcptitiously to militarize the city. (See Nos. 29, 31, 33, British

Blue Book; No. 160, French Yellow Book; L-337, Desp=tch No. 217 from American
y

Consul in Denzig, 2 Auzust 1939). Events reached 2 climeax in Ausust. after =

series of diplomatic maneuvers desizned to head off the outbrosk of war, the
Nazi sssault ageinst Polend began on 1 September 1939.

The decision of the Nazi conspir=tors to denounce thre treaty of 1934 =nd
the subsequent course of Polish-Germen relationships e2n now be shaded dn the

licht of their secret plans 2nd prep2rations.

POINT IV

TBARLY NAZI PLANS A'D “REZ RATIONS WITH RUGARD TO POLAND

Even before the conference between Hitlor and his military le=dcrs on
23 May 1945, in which Hitler ma2de known his decision to attock Pol=nd 2t the

first opportunity, preliminary plans for the =ssault were beinz worked out.
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485 shown by internal evidcnce;in the documents hereinafter cited, the code n=me
for the plan of attack on Poland was "Pall Weiss", translated zs "Case Whit-".
(Sez, for example, 0-126; P+ 33 C-126, p. 3)
1. On 25March 193§ ;é'fbﬁr days after the Aefendiant
Ribbentrop pressed new dempndé for Denziz on the Polish Ambessador —— Hitler
told von Br2uchitsch, Commender-in-Chisf of the Army, th=t he did not intend
to solve the Folish cuestion by force for tha time being but recuestcd that
plans for th2t operztion be developed.
(g:;gg. unsi ned document, "Informetion
Giwven to the CinC of the Army y the
Puehrer, 25 Merch 1939")
2. On 3 &pril 1939 Koitel, =8 Chief of the Hizh Command of the Armed Forces,
reissued over his siznaturc the directive for the Uniform Preparation for YWer
by the armed Forces for 1939/é0. The diractive, notinz that the b2sic vrinciples’
for the sections on "Frentier Defense" snd "Danziz" romaincd un2ltered, stzted

that Hitler had =2dded the followin» directives to "Fall Weilss':

l. Prepsarations must be made in such 2 wey th=t the operation can
be carried out 2t any time from 1.9.39 onwards.

2. The Hizh Commenc of the srmed Forces has henn directed to
arew up 2 precise time-table for "Fall Weiss" 2nd to =rr2nse
by conferences the synchronized timings between the three
branches of the armed Forces.

3. The pl=ns of the branches of the Armed Forcos and the detz1ls
for the time—t2ble must be submitted to the OKW by 1.5.39."

(C-120/4, XK2IT.L dircctive for the
Armed Forces, 1939/40, 3 April 1939).

It is notcwort“y th2t, even in April of 1939, the tontative time-table
éalled for the invesion of Polend to be cerried out 2t any time from 1 September
1939 onwards.

3. About a week later, =n order signe? by Hitler w=2s circulated to the
highest comm=nds of the &rmy, Navy =nd Lir Torce. This confirmed KSITEL'S
directive to prepsre for throc eventualities: "Frontier Defense", "F2ll Weiss',
and the annexation of Denzisz. Annex II contained furthrer instructions
for "Fall Weiss".. In the first psragreph, herdcd "Politicel Hypothescs 2nd
aims' it was stated that should Pol-nd 2dcpt & thresteninz sttitude toward

Germany, 2 "final sattlem:nt! would be necessary notwithst2nding the p=ct with

Folend. "Tho o2im is tron to destroy Folish military strength . . "
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It was further stated that the Froe State of Danzig would de
incorporated into Germany at the outdreak of the conflict, at the latest.
The directive continued: "Policy aims at limiting the war to Poland, and
this is considered poesible in view of the internsl crisis in France and
British restraint as e result of this,"

The general molitical backegroundi ageinst which the 4Armed Forces were
to work having thus been set down, the later paragravhs ocutlined the
tasgs and operational objectives of the three branches of the 4Armei Forces,
It was also deerecd that b "eamouflaged or open ('zeneral' added in ink)
mobilization will not be ordered hefore D-Day-1 at the latest possibtle
moment", and further that the "nremarations for the ovening of omerations
are to be made in such a way that — without waiting for the planned assembly
of mobilized units - mositions can be taken up immediately by the firet
available troops”,

(C-120/B and D _ Hitler directive

on plans for invasion of Poland,
11 April 1939).

4, On 10 May an order signed by Hitler nromulgated hie instructions
for the seizure of economic installations in Poland and directed the
Commanders-in-Chief of the three branches of the Armed Forces to report

by 1 August 1939 on the measures taken in consequence of these instructicne.

(C-120/K and L, Eitler directive
on preparations for economic war,
10 May 1939).

5. On 16 May, the defendant BAEDER, ag Commander in Chief of the
Navy, oromulgated a memoranium conveying tha Fuahrgr's instructions to
sremare for the carrying out of "Fall Weiss" at any time from 1 Saptambor
19239 onwarde. He adde? tha information that Y-hour was expected to be
in the early morning, about two hours hefore light,

(C-126, n. 3, Memorandum of C-in-C,
Navy, 16 May 1939),
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POINT V
DECISION TO ATTACK POLAND

The basic military premarations for the attack on Polani had thus
been unierway for almost two months when the Fuechrer calleéd his military
leaders togsther in his study at the New Reich Chancellery on 23 May 1939
and Aelivered his lecturs entitlel "Indoctrination on the Political
Situation ani Future 4ims". Those mresent incluile? the defendents
GOERING (C-in-C, &4r Forces), KBITEL (Chief, OKW), ani RAZDIR (C_1n-C,
Navy), as well as Col.-Gen. von Brauchitsch (C-in-C, Army), Col.-Gen.
Milch (Insmector General of 4ir Force), Gen. (of Artillery) Halder
(Chief of Staff, army), Gen., Bodenschatz (Personal 4esistant to GOERING),
Rear-Admiral Schniewindt (Chiof of Waval War Staff), Col. (G.S,) Jeschonnek
(Chief of 4ir Staff), Col, (G.S5.) Warlimont (Planning Devartment, OKW),
anl other lower ranking officers, including Lt. Col, (G.S,) Schmundt,
Hitler's aijutant and the recorder of the conference.

The Fuehrer defined the following as the purposes of the conference:

"1) Analysis of the situation.

2) Definition of the tasks for the arme? forces arising from the
situation.

3) Exposition of the consequences of these tasks.

4) Ensuring the secrecx of 2ll decisions and work resulting from
these consequences,

In his review of the present situation, Hitler notel that the past
gix years hai "indeed been mut into good use., 411 measures have been
taken in the correct sequence and in harmony with our aims," Pointing out
that the ideolozical protlems of Germany were solved, he said that the
economic mroblems must now be met., This solution, he felt, was impossible
without invesion of foreign states or foreign property. 'Further
suceesses,” he added, "cannot be attained without the shediing of blood,"

Turning to the question of Poland, he Aeclarei: "The Pole is no
'supnlementary enemy'--Zolani will always de on the side of our adversarics.”
Be then made tho statement--significant in the light of the agitation
which the Nazi conspirators had already stirrel and were to continuec to
stir——that "Danzig is not the subject of the Aispute at all”. Rather, as

he saw it, "It is a question of expaniing our living space in the Yast

-8”
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anl of securing our food supnlies, of the settlement of the Balitie
problem.”

From this he 4rew the conclusion that "there is therefore no
question of sparing Poland, ani we are left with the decision! to attack

Poland at the first suitable opmortunity. We cannot expect a repetition

of the Czech affair. There will be war."

Hitler posed the problem as one of isolating Polani and, if nossidle,
preventing a simultaneoue conflict with the Vestern Powers, France ani
Englani, He recognized, nevertheless, that Englani was an enemy to
German aspirations for exvension and said that if it were impossidle to
keep the Western Powers out of a war beginning with an attack on Polani,
"then it will be better to attack in the Weet and to settle Polani at the
same time'.

After further 1iscussions of mossible strategy for attack on
Bngland and France, including plans for ths simultaneous occupation by
armed force of air hases in the Netherlanis ani Belgium, the Wehrmacht
was Airected to make systematic and Actailed plans, the Fuehrer reserving
to himself the right to give the final order to attack.

(L-79, Top Secret Conference,
"Indoctrination on Political
Situation and Future Aims,"

23 May 1939, Minutes in hani-
writing and signed by Schmundt).

The authenticity of the above document and ite accuracy as a record
of what transmired at the 23 May meeting has been testified to by the

defendant KEITEL,

(Transerint of Interrogation of
KEITEL, 28 August 1945, pn. 9-10)

POINT VI
FURTHER PLANNING FOR THE ATTACK ON POLAND
By June of 1939, the vplanning for the attack on Foland had alroady
reached an advanced stege. 4 detailed dattle plan, with annexes, for
"Fa11 Weise" was signed under date of 14 June by Blaskowitz, then

Commander of the Third Army Groun, and subsaguently Oberbefehlshaber
“9-
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of the Bth Army in the Polish Camnaigﬁ\
' "
e e e
Blaskowitz).

On June 15, a momoranium entitled "Intention of the Commander in
Chief of the 4rmy and Orders” again stated that the object of the
peniing operation was to destroy the Polish Armocd Forces. "High policy
demanis," the memorandum continuedi, "that the war should be dbegun by
heavy surprise blows in order to achieve quick resulte." After laying
iown the broad strategic outlines necessary to achieve such success,
the memorandum directed the 4rmy Group Commande and the Army Commands
to make their preparations accoriingly, with allowance for possible
alterations. The memoranium is uneddressed but it apnears from the con-
text to be a Airective from the Army Commander in Chief to his Army Group

and Army Commaniers.

(C-142, Momorandum "Intentions of
CinC, Army and Orderd, 15 June 1939,
siened Brauchitsch).
4 directive Aated 22 June 1939, signed by the defendant KEITEL
as Chief of the OKW, indicates a furthar aivancedl stage of preparation.
On the hasis of particulars already availahle from the Navy, 4rmy and
Air Force, he stated, he had submitted to Hiter a "preliminery time-table"
for "Fall Weiss". The Fuchrer was reportel to be in substantial agreement
with the intentions submitted by the three branches; he had also made
suggestions with regard to the need to camouflage the scheduled maneuvers
Mn order not to disquiet the population", and had commented on the

disposition of an 5.5, &rtillery Regiment.

(C-126, p, 6, Memorandum on preparation
for "Fall Weiss", 22 June 1939,
signed KEITEL),

Two days later, the defendent KEITEL {ggued instructions for further
study on two specific problems{ the capture, in uniamaged condition, of
brideges over the Vistula; and the possible adverse offect of Uavy mining
in Danzig Bay on tho slement of surorise in the Army's attack against the

tridge at Dirschau, southeast of Danzig,

(C-120/E, Directive on "Fall Weiss",
24 June 1939 signed KBITEL),
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In a subsequent memorandum from Brauchitsch to FAEDER, it was

urged that Navy measures contemplated to be taken before Y-hours be

abandoned, in order not to prejudice the surprise of the attack.

(C-126, p. 2, Letter to Sunreme
Cormand of the Navy from Brauchitsch,
3 July 1939).

On 21 Auzust, operation order No, 1 for the battleshin Schleswig-
Holstein was issued; indicating that plans had progressel to that stage
of refinement where iniividual naval units could be informed of the

nroposed attack on Poland,

(C-126, p. 1, Operation Order for
battleship Schleswiz Holstein,
21 August 1939).

POINT VII
ORDER FOR ATTACK ON POLAND
On 22 August 1939, Hitler called together at Obersalzberz the
Sunreme Commanders of the thrse branches of the armed forces, as well
as the lower ranking Commanding Generals ("Overbefehlshaber"), and

annéunced his decision to attack Poland near dawn on 26 August,

(L-3, 798-PS, 1014-PS, Eitier Speech

to Supreme Commandere and Commandinz
Generals, 22 August 1939).

Three documents reportinz this meating have been uncovered: the
text of one, I-3, overiapa the contents of the other two, 798-PS and
1014-PS; the latter two ammear to be comnlementary, 798-PS veine a record
of a morning sneech, and 1014-PS of an afternoon enmeech. Violent and
abusive longuage avnears in both L-3 and 798-PS. That Hitler made, at a
minimum, the following moints anmears from all of them:?

1. The decision to attack Polani was made last spring. (L3 and 798-FS),

2. The aim of the war in Poland is to destroy the Polish armed forcos,

rather than to reach a fixed line. (1-3 and 1014-PS).

%, The attack will start early Saturday morning, 26 August. (E:E and

1014-PS),
4, A gpurious ceuse for sterting the war will be devised by Gorman
vropaganda, 1t is 2 matter of indifference whether it is plausible or not.
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The world will not question the viotor (L-3 and 1014-PS)., The text in

E:g further describes the nretext yo be used to start the war: 1lyy
let a counle of commanies, Aressel in Polish uniforms, make an assault in
Unner Silesia or in the Protectorate”,

5. Be swift, and be drutal to the Poles. Lebensraum is needed for

the German neonle, (I-3 and 1014-PS),

Various persons have stated that they were nresent at the meeting at
Obersalzberg on 22 August 1939 and that the statements in the various
documente are either accurate in detail or represent in genersl the
expressions of the Fuahrer, That the meeting was held snd that the order

was given on this occasion to attack on 26 August have not been denied,

See! Transcrint of Interrogation of
HERMANY GOZRING, 28 August 1945,
pp. 41-2; 29 August 1945 4.M,, p.6;
29 &ugust 1945 P.M,, pp. 1-7;
8 Sentemher 1945, PPR. »

Transcriot of Interrogation of
WILEELM KEITEL, 28 August 1945 P M,
Pp. 5, 14.
4 haniwritten entry in the diary of the Aefeniant JODL, at the time
Chief of the Operations Demartment of the OKW, confirms that the time for
the attack on Poland haid becsn fixed for 0430 on 26 August 1939,

(1780-PS, Photostat of Jodl's
ﬁiary in his own handwriting,
4 January 1937 to 22 August 1939),

POINT VIII

DELAY IN THE ATTACK UNTIL 1 SEPTEMBER 1939

The attack scheduled for the morning of 26 dugust 1939 4ii not go
through as planned. 4ccording to defendiants GOERING and RIBBENTROP,
Eitler called it off in the afternoon of the 25th wnon receiving news of
the formal signing of the #nglo-Polish Agreement of Mutual Assistence.

(Transerint of Interrogzation of
Hermann GOERING, 29 #ugust 1945 P.M_,
'p" 7). -
(Transcrint of Interrogation, Joachim
von RIBEENTROP, 29 August 1945 P M

! »H
n, 16).

- 12 -
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There followed, in the week 256 - 31 August, a neriod of intense
Aiplomatic conversations bdetween Hitler and RIBRENTROP, on the one
hand, and the Eritish Ambassador to Berlin, on the other. The Nazis
repeated and increased their demanis on Poland; the British recommended
direct Polish-German nesotiation. On the evening of the 29th, Eitler
agrecd, in a note handed to the British Ambassador, to meet with a Polish
representative with full powers, on the 30th. The Polish Ambassador to
Berlin, still officially unaware of the text of the new CGerman demands,
gaw RIBBENTROP briefly, for the first time in this crucial period, on the
evening of the 3lst and reported that his Government was favorabdly
considering direct negotiations with the German Government. Later that
evening, the German State Secratary Weizsacker for the first time gave
the British Ambassador the full text of the German proposals and furthor
informed him that since the Poliahlpleninotentiary had not arrived, it

wag coneidered that the German nromosales had been rejected by Poland.

(Bee 1-20, "Final Remort by Sir Nevile
Henderson on 4he Circumstances Leading
to the Termination of his Mission to
Berlin", 20 September 1939, mpn. 11-20;
and, perticularly with reference %o
the defendant RIBBENTROP, pp. 16-17),

(No, 147, Polish White Book, Final
Repory #rom the former Polish #mbassador
in Borlin to the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, 10 Octoher 1939).

Meanwhile, on 31 August, vpresumably while the last futile
negotiations were in progress, Hitler resumed the course he had secrotly
pursued since Spring, On that day he issued Top Secret Direction No, 1
for the Conduct of the War:

"1. YNow that all the politieal possibilities of
disposing by peaceful means of 2 situation on the Egstern
Frontier which is intolerabls to Germany are exhausted, I have
determined on a solution by force,

"2, The attack on Poland is to be carried out in accordance
with the preparations mnade for "Fall Weiss", with the alterations
which result, where the 4rmy is concerned, from the fact that
1t has almost completed its dispositions.

"A11otment of tasks and the operational target remain
unchanged.

Dato of Attack - 1.9.39
Time of Attack - 4,45 (Inaerta& in red nencil)

- 13 -
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This time also applies to the operation at Gdynia, Bay of Danzig and the
B

Dirschau Bridge. . .
(C-126, p. 7, Top Secret, Direction

No. 1 for the Conduct of the War,
31 August 1939, signed Hitler)
In the morning hours of 1 September 1939, the Wehrmacht crossed the Polish
frontier. At the same time the Luf;waffe loosed destruction on Polish towms. |
The same day the British and F%anch 4mbassadors in Berlin delivered com-
munications to RIBBENTROP stating tﬁat unless the German Government was pre-
pared to give assurances that it ha@ suspvended all aggressive action against
Poland and was prevared to withdraw all forces from Polish territory, their
resnective governments would fulfill their obligations to Poland, On 3 September
the British and Froench Amdassadors informed RIBBENTROP that unless the assurances
were given that day, a state of war would exist between Germany and their coun-:i

tries. Upon the refusal of RIBBENTROP to give this assurance, the United Einge

dom and France recognized the existence of a state of war with Germany,
See: Nos. 110,111,118,119.British Blue
Book; Nos. 337, 334 365,367, French
Yeiiow Book
POINT IX

BORDER INCIDENTS
On the very day of ageression, Bitler maintained the pretense that the war

had been precipitated by Polish terror and violation of the border (T.C.54,
Hitler's Proclamation to the German Army, 1 September 1939). One of the alleged
Polish violations of the border on the night of 31 August 1939 is listed in the

official German Foreign Office pudblication as follows?
"4, Repvort of the Chief Constable at Gleiwitz.
Towards 8 p.m. the German Broadcasting Station at Gleiwitz

was attacked by a troop of Polish insurgents and temporarily

occupied. The insurgents were driven off by Gorman frontier

police officers, One of the insurgents was fatally injured.”
(No, 470, Documents on the Events Preceding
the Outbreak of the Wer, comniled and
vublished by the German Foreign Office,
Berlin 1939, New York 1940)

The true story of this attack has been relatel by Alfred Naujocks, = German,
a member of the SD during Ausust 1939, and a participant in the incident descrided
above, Naujocks has testified that, on orders given him on 10 August by Chief
of the SD Heydrich, he, together with other SD men proceeded to the Gleiwitz
radio station on the evening of 31 August 1939, There they carried out an
attack and, to give the impression that they were Poles, one of the Germans
delivered a short speech in Polish over an emergency microphone. They had been

supplied with the body of a man, supnosed to represent a Fole, who 3
had been drugged and, presumably shot, ani wae covered with blood.,

This men was left at the station after a
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few shots were fired. PFPresumably he was the "insurgent” describded as

a9y . a casualty in the official German report. e

(Transerint of Interrogation of
Al1fred Naujocks, 12 Sentember 1945,
TD. 3-18). &
445': No further direct evidence exists on the Polish border "incidents. |
Gl f. Indirect evidence, however, strongly sumports the delief that other dorder
"sneidents" were fabricated on the orders of the Nazi conspirators.

i Naujocks has testified that he overheard a conversation between two

. security police officials in which they Aiscussed the use of adout =2

company of security pdlice members dressed in Polish uniforms to create

e border indident on the night of :iU[;‘ August. He hag further stated

that he inquired of HeyiriCh as to the successful execution of the E%;
"incident" and was told 1t had gone well. (Naujocks, op. cit. supra,

PP 18-20). The roference in Hitler's speech at Obersalzberg to the

use of Folish uniforms for German soldiers, is also significant in this

regard (ng, cited ﬂnﬁﬁa’. In addipion. e memorandum of a conference
in mid-Bugust with the defendant Koitel quotes Keitel as stating that
he had been instructed by Hitler to furnish Heydrich with Polish

uniforms. Keitel has 1dentified his conferee on this occasion as

Admiral COanaris, Chief of Intelligence of the OKW, and has confirmed £

the conversation,

(295-PS, Memorandum regarding a
conference between Keitel and an
ot unidentified person, 17 August 1939). %

(Transeript of Interrogation of
Wilhelm Keitel, 17 October 1945,
Pp. 11-13),

q‘ R POINT X

. THE AXIS RELATIONSEIP

The picture of events leading up to the attack on Poland and the

gpread of war in Byrope is not complete without an examination of the % ,
relationship between the Fagcist leaders of Germany and Italy in the

*“1 :‘. crueial month of August 1939,

On 20 May 1939 the Axis partners had signed a secret esdditional

~ 'protocol to the pact of solidarity announced to the world a week previously. .

t
4
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&#tached %o this were qommegt{;ﬁy;ﬂﬁséoiini poinxipg out that Italy needed

0T S I :
& preparatory period for war which might possidly extend until the end of

1942, "Any warlike efforts woyld héfe the bvest chance of success from

g

b 1943 onwards.!" .

.; E%,; {2818~ S, Secret adddtional Protocol
i w74 ] %o, GernahaItalian Treaty, May 1939,
?§, - - with attachments, ) _

j? By 12 august 1939, the Nazi conﬁpiratora were referring {n their
3 conversations with Itely to the adventege of liquidating "#alse neutrals,
4% a conference on that date between Hitler and Giano.'in the presence of

RIBBENTROP, the Fuehrer stated that since Poland's wholk attitude showed

E; that she wouwld in any event be on the side of Germany'é and Italy's

;ﬁ_ enemles in the event of a war, her liguidation now would be an advaentage
e

5 in the contemplated and "unavoidable" wer with the western democracies,

. Hitler then added thet Yugoslavia mighf similarly be regarded by Italy

as one of these "unéertain neutrals",

;§' In response to a query by Giano..Hitler sald that the Danzig question
%; would "have to be settled by the end of August one wey or another ., . "
He stated thet, in view of the weather, no time was to 33 lost in the

ko matter of the Polish problem. The Fuehrer added that he was resolved to
??_ use the opportunity arlsing fron the next political provocation in order

- . Yo attack Poland within 48 hours and thus solve the problem, This, he sald,.

would mean a considerable strengthening of the axis, just as would the

¢ llgquidation of Yugoslavia by Italy. Similer thoughts were expressed in
‘8 a conference the next day.

. (1871-PS, Report of Meeting

. Hitler~Ciano, in presence of
RIBBENTROP, 12 4ugust 1939).

3 (1867~PS, Report of Meeting

h Hitler-Ciano, in presence of

o RIBBENTROP, 13 August 1939).

L By 25 dugust, Mussolini had received letter from Hitler which caused

hin to ask Mackensen, the German Ambassador in Rome, tho exact date of the

outbreak of the "anevoidable conflagration," (It will be noted that the
date for the attack on Poland had originally been set for the next morning,

_ the 26th, and was subsequently postponed), Upon receiving no direct.reply,.

- 16 -
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Hﬁaéo;ini proceeded to explain why he would prefor that open conflict be
’Jyudelayed for sbout two to three years.
(1822-PS, Mackensen's Telogram to Germen

Forelgn Office on Mussolini's Comment
on Hitler's letter, 25 August 1939),

By 26 August, Hitler had received Mussolini's docision not to

) ﬁarticipaﬁe in the war. In a tclegranm desPaﬁched from Berlin at 0032

“hours, 27 Aﬁguht; Hitler accepted Muaaolini'g decision but ssked him to

support Germanyiﬂ fight psychologically through the press and by other means,

~ to tie down some French and Bnglish forces by & display of militery

i activitios and to create uncerteinty in the minds of the Western Powers.

(1823-PS, Hitler Despatch to Mussolini,
27 Auguet 1939).

Later on the 27th, the defendent RIBBENTROP called Mackensen with

-'régard to rumors épread in Romo that the situation had improved. He

 directed him to see that the rumors were not believed by Mussolini or

~ Clano; on the contrery, "the armies are marching."

(1072.PS, Note on telephone ‘conversation
27 August 1939, signed Mackensen).

The final note on the Axis relationship in the period of the mggression

\ . against Poland arises out of Mussolini's attempts between 31 August and

' 3 September to act as "mediator! in the conflict. The diplomatic inter—

changes continued through the first two days of the Gormen attack and

f'_ finally foundered upon the British insistence that no proposal for a

conference could be considered favorably unless German troops withdrew

~ from Polish territory. 4after the British position was clear, Hitler sent

8 telegram to Mussolini thanking him for his attempt to mediate, but

' pointing out that the wer was inevitable and the most promising moment

q:.had to be picked after cold deliberation., Mussolini commentod when thie

i_message was handed to him that he had never intended to submit an offer-

based on the withdrewel of German troops; he would have been outrsged and

'1U§ould have refused even to suggest a "symbolic withdrawal."

- (1831-PS, Exchange of Communications,
Hitler-Mussolini, 1-3 September 1932).




STATEMENTS BY NAZI CONSPIRATORS AFTER THE FACT

after the conquest of Poland, Hitler took the opportunity to review Lo
the situation and to sum up for leaders of the Army the various steps which
had led to the outbreak of war, A&bout four years later, when the conflict
begun by Nazi aggression had epread to the far corners of Burope, the
defendant JODL undertook 2 similar review for ranking members of the Nazl
Party. These reviews do not touch on the actual deteils of "Fall Woiss"
outlined above, btut clearly reveal the existence of the ovefall aggressive
plen, Only those portions bearing on Poland arec quoted here.

On 23 November 1939, exactly one month after the offlcial Georman
announcement of the end of the campaign in Poland, Hitler addresscd a
apéech to his militery commanders. After reviewing the steps he had taken

to consolidate his control of Germany and to remilitarize the whole country,

; ~ the Fuchrer continued:

"One year later, Austria came; this step was also considered
doubtful. It brought about a considerable reinforcement of

the Reich. The next step was Bohemia, Moravia and Poland.

This step also was not possible to accomplish in one campalgn.
First of 211, tho western fortification had to be finished . . .
Thon followed the crection of the Protectorate and with that the
basis for the action against Polend was laid, but I vasa'i quite
cleoar at that time whethor I should start first against the east
and then in the wost or vice-versa . . . Under pressure the
decision came to fight with Poland first, One might accuse me of
wenting to fight and fight again. In struggle I see the fate of
2ll humen beings . . "

(789~PS, Hitler's Speech to all
Military Commanders, 23 Novomber 1939).

- Speaking under less favorable militery circumstances, the defendant
- JODL delivered arlecturs'entivled “The Stra.tegio Fosition b tha::Beginﬁing

of the Fifth Year of War" on 7 Septenber 1945’:; é. 1ittle more then a month

after the fall of Mussolini. The theme of his review up to the Polish
cempalgn was much the same as Hitler's remarks quoted ebove, covering the
struggle for internal control, rearmement, "Anschlusse" with austria —
2ll to the end of "reinforcing our fighting strength and of materially

improving our fighting position." JODL then stated:

- 18 -
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'”“The'bloodl S solutlon gech conflict in the autumn of
1938 and sprifg of 1939 and annexastion of Slovakia(sic)
rounded off the territory ofiGredter Germeny in such & way that -
i1t now became possidle to cqnsidér the Polish problem.on the E"
basis of more or less favorable atrategic premleses.

"This brings me to the actu&& outbresk of the present war, and
the question which next ariges is whether the moment for the

. S

€1 0 struggle with Poland -~ in {tself unavoidable - was favoradly X
$L selected or not. The answey to this question is all the less in <
fae doubt since the opponent ~'after all not inconsiderable in i
il himself — collapsed unexpettedly quickly . . ." -
Ee b
) (1-172, Lecture by JODL to the 3
e Reich-snd Gem-leiters, entitled -
"The Strategic Position at the %

beginning of the 5th Yeer of War" k R

7 November 1943).
In addition to.these broad reviews,the highlights of the specific

preparations for "Fall Welss" are entered in detail in a document containing

T oy et o

secret notes to the War Diary. The developments describded in Points IV -

VIII supra are set down as follows!

1. At the end of March 1939 the Fuehrer decided to start with
military preperations for the attack against Poland ("Fall Weiss").
b, Thesc were to be finished at the end of summer 1939. Hitler hoped to
i conduct only a one-front war.

2. In the following months the line-up of forces took place under 3
the pretense of defonse measures., 2

3. Despite the English gusrantee to Poland and therefore the un-

avoidable two-front war, the Fuehrer decided in August 1939 to attack
Poland.

4, In September, Poland was invaded,

(1796-PS, Secret Notes to the War
Diary, 7 4pril 1941.

s

s o
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ARCUNENT AND M N GLE‘;s,--.;M
The foregoinz evidence antablishah that qhe “&Zefend.ants committed.
crimes against peace within the terms of ﬁrtiﬁ}e 67 (a) of the Charter
of the Internationa.l Military Tribunal throué}; thair plan and
conspiracy —- and narticulerly through the ae?ionwof certain
defendants and conspirators in ﬁ:rthsra.nce therea == to do the

--\r

following things! T4 4 r

e it
1. To plan, prepare, initiate and wage a'war of aggression

against Poland,.
2. To violate assurances freely and frequently given to Poland
S that they would not start war,

3. To violate international treaties and agreements.
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