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CH.A.RTER OF TnE P~TERNATIONA.L MILITARY TRIBUNAL
'. I
I -

(Steyer)

"Article 6.. 'the Tribunal esta'blished 'by the .Agreenent referred to in
Article 1 hereof for the trU,l:'a.n~'.punishment of the major wC'.r criminals
of the European .Axis countrt~s '~all have the power to try and punish
persons who, acting in the interests of the European Axis countries,
whether as indiv~duals or as·mem'bers of olganizations, committed any of
the following crines:

"The following acts, or· any of them, C'.re crimes coming \lrithin the
jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which there shall 'be individual
responsi'bility:

(a) CRIMES AG~INST PEACE: namely, planning, preparation.
initiation Or waging of R WP~ of aggression, or a war
in violation of international treaties, agreements or
assurances, or pB.r·~icipation in ~, common plan or
conspiracy for the accomplishment of p-uy of the fore­
going • • .11

"Leaders. organizers •. instigators flnd acco:nplices partlcipCl.ting
in the formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to
co~it any of the foregoing crimes are responsi'ble for all acts per­
formed 'by eny persons in execution of such plan.

If.drticle 7. The officip.l position of defendcmts, \'Jhether A,S Heads of
State or responsible officials in Government Dep~rtments,. ShRll not 'be
considered as freeing them fron responsi'bility or mitigating punishment •.

ll.Article 8. The fact thp.t the Defendp.nt acted pursu:?nt to order of his
Government or of a superior shall not free him from responsi'bility, but
may be considered in mitigl'\.tlon of punishment if the Tri'bun<'\,l dctermin0s
that justice so requires •."

TEEATIES J~lID .AGREE1:!t:ENTS

German-Polish Declaration of 26 Janu~ry 1934 (T •. C. 21).
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(Sect~on 3 - SteYAr)

Poland

POlY" I

iVi.R IJ EUROrE

On 23 :?y 1939, "', i!,roup of hfp.:h-rp.nkin.'!' off'icers of' t..,P, ··'e't->rr.l"'cht r.lot vi th

Ei t1er in r.is study ?t the ne\'" Reich Ch"'ncc11ery. The H'1whr.,r r,",rie
'
Ncd the

,s..ccOl!lplishments of the 1· st six ye.:rs (1933-1939) "'.n{ r;ronounccd t .."'t t"GY .... .:.d

be8n put to ':0(:0. use. He then surveYGcl. the curr\3nt c;;it1Ftion "'.nd 8t"'.t,qc;,:

1I,'!e ore L.)ft ·lith tre e.l3Cision: To ~tt?ck i:01:no. =t t .... e first suit?ble opportu-

nityll. (Underlinin:; in ori,:;in~l)

(L- '7~_, Top Socr(:!t 1·:inutCl!'; of Confcr0nc,~.

23 . ;';'.,y 1939, si",:ned SchrlUn-::'.t)

In t~o ~~rly I!lornin~ hours of 1 Soptonber 1939, Garo?-n troops crossed tho

Polish frontier~ Tre "'O!"ressivG '''?r ,~,h.ich the 1~?zi8 h,qd. pl=.n!lcc. w"'.s t r -Jr-J1.y

fon" rei. by oic..- ':rch, 1939, into .t.ustril" ::n6. C"'.:·chos10v"'.ki" , t:r,")reDy provic.in~

by force ~t the oxpense of Pol,:,nd. .."".:S0 pr"~:J"'r"'tions ,,:"in some pc;rsp'lctive

in tr..c li·:rt of forr::e.l (?-';rm"'ny-Polish r81"'tionsr ips f:-om t:ro b.'")c;innin"" of 193~~

to tho outbr'?z of wsr. This sp"'n 0: tir.l8 ~ividos its81f into two distinct

perioo.s : (1) J=.nue..ry, 193,*, throu..,h l!lid-lV;"'rch, 1939; (2) mic.-M"'.rch, 1939,

t~rou~h AU~;ust, 1939.

POINT II

: In LI.3.CE I 1~39

P?ct of non-p.2;-<.ression. St·"tin,;; th t th'l !1 o 'int)n"nc-' "'n.:', guara.ntee of a.

1t~stii '; p:;-ce between "lcir countri,~s is "n tlss·mti"'.l prercuuiqi tc for ~he

::enGr"-.l pe-"'.ce of b rope II , tne two Governr.lonts e.:-reed lito b-"sc :wir r::'.ltu-"l

r,ll<ctions on the princip1~s l"'ict town in t'">o P"!.ct of P",-ris of 27 "_u;m8t 1Q:SII ~

"rhey p..nnounceC: thoir d.,;cision to s("),")k "'. sOlltion of c':isput...,s "ont u'·'n t"'em by

pe~.ceful m8<:.ns ,3.nd decl"rec.:
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"In no circur;'lst"ncos •.. twill t"'8Y, 'procood to the =:pplic'''.tion
of force i"or tho p..upose of reachin.~ ? decision in such disputos ll

•

(undorlin1n~ suppiied)

(T.C.2I, Poli8h-Ger~~n DGcI~r"'ti0n

of No-;:~'",~:"rClssion, 26 J'l.nu?ry 1934)

In subsel:uont ye?rs, up throu:::h J-?.nuFl.ry of 1939, co .....conspir'3. tors Hitler,

.~~RING ~d RIBEENT30P nade froquent assurancos to Polish st'l.temen of their

s tisf~ction with tho ?lli~nce.

(No. 13, Polish White Book, Communic~tion frJD
Lipski to Beck rOJ?ortin..-; converse.tion wi th Hi tlar,
2~ J~nu~ry 1935; No. 15, E.W.B., Extr'l.ct fro~

Count Szembek's Hinutes of Conv8rs?tion ':li th
Goerin~, 31 J~nu~ry 1935; No. 25, P.~.B., Count
Szenbek's Hinutos of Convors".tion ,;.rith Rit-b(3n~roT"

g ,/1,u;;ust 1936; No. 36, P.W.B., Beck's 1'I:inutcs of
Convors"'.tion \ ith Hitler I 1:, Jp.nu".ry 1938)

EitlGr ~nd Rlbbentrop Juttressed these ~ssur;nces with public decl~rations of

t'b..cir ~dherenco to the non-;v!:,:rcssion p~ct ".ne", their resolve to keep tho po?ce

in E'urope. The fcllowin~ :re typical:

IIBy 2. series of pc:re8ments \Ve hp.ve eliminptAd existin/o: tensions
~~d thereby contributOQ con~ider~bly to ~n improvement in the EuropeRn
".tmospherc. I J:prf·ly roc".ll Rn .q,.g'ref'ment with Polpnc'., which h"'.s
.,.,orkod. out to the ,~dv"'nt".''':G of both sides •..•

"True st~'tasnanshipwill not overlook re~.lities, but consider tr.em.
The It"'.li"n n?.tion 'nd the ne'lJ It:::lip_n St::.to ~.re rc"'.lities. T}-\.e GerTrl?_n
n::o.tion -:;.nc1 th(:! c.orP.'l"1.n Reich ~rG (3r:u='.lly re".li ties. And to my o"rn
fvllow-citizens, I \voulcl say th".t the Polish n".tion ?nd t'ho Polish
St- to h"'.ve ".lso becor.lo". rO".li ty • • . • .

"The G,Hmftn Reich ,.... ith its stron~ ~-rmy will protect ror own SQC1uity
~nd h8r own ~onor. But, fully eonvincod th"t th0re is for Europe no
;;r,:,o,t,~r .:;006. tr.0.n pe9.CG, the Germ,::,n R3ich will plwo.ys be a responsible
"'n6. conscious pror.loter of tho EuropG".n PC?co ide"'..... '1

(2368-?b, ixtreets froP.'l Speech by Hitlar before
Reieh~t~~, 30 J~nuary 1937)

- * • * * * * * * * *
IIThu Reich Che.ncellor recGivecl the Polish J~mb"'sc;~clor in Berlin,

h. Lipski, to-d2.y. In ~is conversg.tion with the AP.'lbpssa.clor the
:cuehrer-Ch?ncellor r;eve expr8ssion to his se.tisfE'.ction that it h".d
boon passi~lc to re~ch ~n understendin~ on a nattcr of speci~l

import?nce for Polish-Gorm~n rel~tions, i.o., the Minorities question.
Thus it he.c. been provec. th:ot the Polish-GQrme.n Doel: re.tion of J?nup.ry
26, 193~, 2nd the principle of direct no~oti~tion t'hAroin provided
-for I W?S still dCl':\onstr=-.tin::: its value.

"In t 1-o course of the conversation it WFl.S confirm8d that Polisr­
GerD~n rel::>tions should not meot with difficulties bec~use of the
D?nzi.:: qU<3stion. 11

(24~7-PS, Of-ficial Communique on trG Polish
JlJTlbF.l.ss·:tdor 1 s Luclience with the Reich Ch"'ncellor I

5 November 1937)

IIIn the fifth yeB.r follo,,!in~ the 'first r;reo.t foroi'?n poB ticA.l
?.Q"r·}omont of tho Reich, it fills us with sincere ~.rp.tl-fic9.tlon to be
p.ble to stftt-3 th?t in our relA.tions \.... ith tho St?t~ with Which we h?d
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(Section 3 - Steyer)

h~Q perh~ps the ~r0~test dif erences, not only h~s t~ere beAn a detente,
but in the course of t ese ye:rs there h~s been ~ conRt~nt inprovem~nt

in reletions •.• This ~ood work, which was re~~rded with suspicicn by
so lil~.ny !Ot the time, h?s stoocl the test, and I m~y say th~.t, since the
Lea2;Ue of Ne.tions finally L;~:YP ...,~ its continual p.ttempts to unsettle Danz1~
end apiJointed a man of sro:t. personal ?ttainm(~nts "'.s the ne,~r cormissi0ner,
thi~, m~st cle.n..:;erous spot frop the point of view of Europ01'l.n pO.'CG h~s

entirely lost its menacir~ character. The Polish St~te rcs~Gcts the
n~tional conditions by this pt~te~ ~nt both the city of D~nzi~ ~nQ

GerTJ?ny respect Polish rL~hts•. 'imd so tho w<>..y to '" frien~~ly unclerst2.n:"in.:;
ho.s ba,m successfully p?ved, 'a.n underst?ndin:; which, oQ·-;innin,'C; wi th
D?nzi2;, has to-c.ey, in spi tl; of th,3 p.ttCDptS of cert8.in T.1i schief-~"'.kers,

succee~ecl in finally tRkin~ the poison out of tho r81~tions bet1eon
Gern~ny and. Pol~nt e~d transfornin~ theD into a sincere, fri9n~ly

cooper? tion.

"Relyinr,: on her friGn~ships, Gernl?n;y '..,ill not lo"'.ve "'. stone
unturn0d to save th;t ideal which provides the founiation for tho
task which is ?heacl of us-peace .."

(2357-PS, Extr~cts from Speech y Hitler
before R..ichst"".~, ao Febru?ry 1938)

"We h<>.vc no interest in opl)rC'ssin~ other :'l."'.tions.. l"e (.asire to
be h"'.ppy in our 0\ n 1IJ?y :>nc'.. l'3t the others be b"'p~;)r in t,1:oir own I"'.ys . . •

liThe most difficult l'rob18m wi th which I \""'6 confrcntN'l. W"'.S th-"'t
of our r8l~tions with Pol~nd. There as '" ~~n~or th~t Fo10s ~nd Gerlil~nB

\<Jo'.lld re;C:2.rd e3.ch other ~.s herdcU t"'.q' enemies.. T. w~nt(Jd. to prr>vent thi.s
In Pol"'nc. there rult)d not ~. c_cT.1Gcr~.cy, hut'" n?.n; ~.!lc. rit" hin I SUCCCC)C,od.,·
in precisely tW8lv8 mvnths, in conin~ to an ~~reement vhich, for ten yeers
to bo~in with, entirely rpno ed tho d-"'n;c:er of conflict •. W0 ~r8 "'11
convinced. t~o.t tris ,::..;:;recT:1"nt ""ill 1:'rin~ l"'f1tin·~I)."cific<>.ticn•. lye. r8~lize
tl~ '.t here ~re t 'fO peoples ""'hich r.JUst live tOl2;etror, ;,.nd. nei t.h(~r 'Jf w.ich
c?n do ?w"'.y with the other. A. p:;ople of 33 millions l~fill "'.ll'F.~rs r-trive
for ~n outlet to the Se?~ :::.....wP.~ to ullc.erst~ndin,z, then, h:,:l to be founc.;
it h2s been found; end it will be continu~lJv 8~t~nroP ~'-~~~r. Certqinly

;

thin.?;s W0re C:ifficult in this "".rda. The n~ ion"'.l~tics -"".ne.. sr.:~.ll n"'tio:1C>.l
sroups fre~uently qu~rrulle~ ~mon~ thensclv8s.. 3ut th8 n~in f?ct is th~t

the t ~o Governnent·s, f'.nd ell reasonable qn~i. cle~.r-sL;"tcd persons 2.1:1on::
tho two peoples ~n~ in the two countries, possess the firm will ~nd deter­
mination to improve their ral?tions". (Undarlinin~ sup~Jlicd)

(T.O. 29, Hitler's Spe8ch in the
Sportp?l?st, 26 SeJtomb~r 1938)

II •• In accorc.=nce lith the resolute will of the G~rn-"".n ~e.tion?l

Le~der, the continual pro~ress ~ni consolide.tion of fri8ndly rel~tions

between Germany "'.nc~ Pol=nc'., b?..sed u~)on the existin.=; 1 "reem, nt bet lC0n us I

constitute ~n essenti~l clement in Gern~n forei~n policy. The politic~l

forcsi~ht, ~ncl the principles worthy of true st~tcsmenship, which in­
c.uce~ both sides to t"'.ke the T~omentous decision of 193-±, l~rovi(~o P..

L';U?.r?.nte,~ t~;t all o+,rer problems ~.risin':" in the CGurSe of the future
evc:lution of events \'Jill -"".lso 1)e solvc<.... in the S<!.r:lO spirit, with
c.ue rG~prc'. to the respect :>.ne: un:krst~n(l_in,,: of tno ri~:YJtful int.--rcsts
of both sieles. Thus Pol:nc'. onc~ 0-ermany cP.n look forworc'.. to tYJIJ futnre
with full confi~ence in tho soli~ b3.Ais of troir nutu"'l rol"'tions

(253Q-PS, SpQ~ch~, Rib~ontrop in W~rs~w,

25 J<>.nuOl.ry 193'1)

"vle 1--ave just celeor:>toc1. the fifth "'.nniversary of tho con­
clusion of our non-~l:';rE1ssion pact with polen'.. Thorp. cp_n sc-"..rccly
be any difference of opinion today e~on7 t 0 tnto fri~n~s Jf pC;CG ~s
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(Section 3 - StCY0r)

to tho v"'.luo of this F.'~reC)ment .. ~ Durin.:; the troubled months of the
p~st Y8~r the friendship of Germeny ~nd Fol~nd h~s ~oGn one of the
re~.ssurin~ f:.ctors in the politic3.1 life of Europe."

(2360-FS, Extr"',ct from RitlGr1s Spo',ch
before tho Reichst:>.e;, 3(' J?nu~,ry 1939)

In the interim betwoen Hitlor's speech of Se~tember, 1938, qnt tho spoochos

in J"'..l1uP.ry, 1939, tho H-=-,zi consr,irators ,?;"'.ve some portent of thin~s to CODe.

On 24 Oct01)er 1938 (less thi?n :. Donth :>.iter German troops enteroC: the Suc:at,.:,nl-=-.ll: I

~!l~ p.i,:o.in on three oecP.sions in J'3.nuary, 1939, co"conspire.tors Ribbcntrop p.ncl.

~itlcr proposed in eonvers~tions with Folish diplom'3.ts the rp-turn of D~nzi~

+ 0 the Reich ?nc: th,~ nuilC:in,; of an extra-terri torlP..l motor ro<:l.d. :>,nd r"l.ilw~.~r

lin-J ?cross Pomorze (the so-cA.lled ilpoiish Oorridor"). These proposl>.ls were

not receivec. f -".vor?,bly 'by the Poles ':!nd "rere not pushed., 'by the N'3.zis. Hitler

~.Gclp.rec:' tn"\t 11thct"e would DO no f.e.its acco!!\nlis in Da.nzi~ 3.no. nothin.:; 'tJould. be

~ono to rencer difficult the position of the Folish Government ll • Rihnentrop

L'f:::)hasizecl th,'>,.t Germany we.s "not seekin~ any violent solution ll and the.t the

~)?sis of their policy to""ard. Pol?nd "J~S still a"desire for the further Quilctin-?:

up of frienc'.ly reb.tions" ..

(Nos 4-1, -',6, -':"8, 4-9 ancl 52. Polish 1'l:0.ite
Bock" Reports of Lipski I s convers9.tions
with Ribbentrop and Hit1ar.)

POUTT III

On 15 March, the Nazis seized and occupied the major part of Czechoslov~ki~;

C1 22 March they reunited the Memel territory with the Reich; on 23 l·fp,rch t:'1cy

secured military ri~hts in the nom1nally independent st~te of Slovaki~, alon~

'-'.'3 !'louthern borders of Pol:>nd. The crisis in Polish-German relations bo,gp.n

,.d.thln the week t s span of these f:,vents.

On 21 March, tha c.efendp,nt Ri'b'bentrop called in the Polish 11.mbasElp.dc,r in

-',',rlin '?nd ",,:~c-in sbf'.rply r2.ised the questions of German sov8rei:;nty over Do.nzis

~~~ the extr~-tGrritori~lmotor ro~~; these propos~ls were met by counter-

rroposals on tha 26th su~~cstin~ further discussions.

(Nos. 61 p..nd 63., Polish 1'!hi to :Book,
Communications from Lipski to neck,

21 ~nd 26 M~rch 19~5)

The "'.ns\'!cr to these counter-proposR.ls did not come until l.'3.te J·.pril whon

l~itl~r, in a speech before the ReichstR.~ on tho 28th (2359-PS), repe~ted the
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(Section 3 - Steyer

German demands and then de~ounc~d the German-Polish non-a~gression Pact of 1934

I

on the specious ground th~t ~re 'Polish-English accord of 6 April (2515-PS)

amounted to a breach of that p~ct. The Polish response on 5 May pointed out

that the ~azi argument in effect interpreted the Declpration of 1934 as equiva-

lent to renunciation by Pol~nd of the ri'~1t to conclude political ~reements

with third states. Noting th.o.t the p"'.ct WI?S concluded for a ten-YG-"\.r period

wi thout any possibility of denuncilltion durin~ th-".t time, the memorandum p,dded

th"'.t the German "decision to regard the 193"~ DeclA.rA.tion as not bindinf!; WI'I.S

t~en after the previous refusRl of the GermAn St:te to p.ccept expl"'nations

ps to the comp;>.tibility of the li.nslo-Polis~ ~ar?nte,:. with the 1934: Decl<>.rqtion,

which it was the intention of the Polish Governnent to furnish to the representa-

tiY6 of the Reich in ·WarSI'l."'i'T. If

(25l7-PS, Polish '1ovcrnment Hemorandum
to the Germ~n Gov3rnment. 5 M~y 1939)

The period following the denunchttion 1f,ritness8d a f?r.1ilie.r Np.zi tecr,nique

used by them in the days prGccdin~ occupation of Austria and Czecroslov?ki~

of a violent press ce.npaizn which exa~~cratcd border incidents ~nd the ill-

treatment of German minorities in Po13nd, in an effort to intimid~te and to

stir up pe.ssions. (See Nos. 52 and 55, British Blue Book) MeanWhile I tho N?zis,

acting through Gauleiter Foerster, consolidated treir hold on Danzi~ and pro-

ceeded surroptitiously to militarize the city. (See Nos. 29, 31. 33, British

Blue Book; No. 160, French Yellow Booki L-337 , Desp".tch No. 217 fron American
I

Consul in Danzig, 2 AUSllst 1939). Events reached a climax in Au~ust. ~ftcr ~

series of diplomatic mA.neuvers designed to heacl off thf' outbrop..k of "'i'T3.r, the

Nazi assault ggainst Poland began on 1 September 1939.

The decision of the Nazi conspir.O'.tors to denounce the tr8~ty of 193-± e.nd

the subsequ8nt course of Polish-Germ~n ro1~tionships CAn now be vipwed in the

l1e;ht of their secret pl"ins o..nd prep.:>.rations.

POUlT IV

Even before the conference between Hitler "ind his mili t"'.ry lep.dGrs on

23 May 1945, in which Hitler made known his deciBion to 3.tt?ck Pol::-.nd .<>.t the

first opportunity, preli.min~.ry p1Hns for the ~SSR.ult "'err.> beinp'; workod out.
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(Section 3 - Steyer)

.t.s shown by internal 8vido.nes·' ill the documents herein9.fter cited, the code n"'.me

for the plan of a.tt?ck on ~o1f:-.nd. was lIi'all vieias ", tr.:>.nsl!>.ted as "Ce.se Whit,'''.

(Se3, for ex?mple, C-126, p.:).; 0-126, Po' 3)

1. O~ 25:M~tch 1939 ~4 ~~ur d~ys after the'~efendant

Ribbentrop prossed new d.e:n:"nds for D".nzi~ on the Polish Amb2.ssador Hitler

told von Br~uchitsch, COm8~nder-in-Chief of the Army, th~t ~e did not intene

to solve the Polish r.:u8stion by force for th.:e timo befng but reoueste::' th".t

plens for th.,t 0pGr~tion be dovelopod.

(R-100, unF.i ,:npd c~ocument, " Inform"tion
Glv,on to t~o CinC of the Army J tho
Fuehrer, 25 M'-"rcr 1939")

2. On 3 April 1939 K\~itel, ".6 Chief of the Ri.:;h Comf.1".nd of the Armoc. Forccs_

reissued over h.is si.:;n::>.turo tho c.irectiv8 for the; Uniform Prop~r·"'.tion for 1.'[p.r

by the Armed Forces for 1939/~o. T.he dir0ctive, notin~ th~t the b'-",sic nrinciples

for the sections on IIFrcntier Def,mse 11 pnd IID",.nzi-~1I r:;r.l."l.inod. unp.l tercel, st?ted

that Hitler h?c.. ?d.cled tho followin·~ c,irectives to IIF".l1 vleiss":

1. Prep-7.rations must be m?de in such e. w".y th"t the operation CM

be c '-".rri cd out;,t p:.ny time from 1..9.39 onw?.rds;,

2. The Hi~h CommFnc.. of tho hrmed Forces hss be~n directed to
ci.rew up e. precise time-t::.ble for "Fp.ll Weiss II '?nd to c.rr~.np;e

by conferences the synchronized timinss between the three
br~nches of tha ~r~oQ Forces.

3. The pl~ns of the branches of tho Armod Forc~s and the dBt~ils

for the timc-t."'ble must be submi ttec: to th(' OIDv by 1.5.39 .. "

(C-120!A. ~IT~L directive for the
Armed Forces, 1939!~W, 3 April 1939);.'

It is notcwort'·y th.~t, even in April of 1939, t}1e tont2.tive time-table

called for tho invasion of Pole-nO. to be carried out ~t eny time from 1 September

1939 onw.<?.rds ..

3. About e.. week l<>,ter. ~.n ordor si.~ne,' by Hitler \lP.S circul~tod to the

hi£;host comm~nds of th.e Army, N?vy ::me. J_ir l!'orce. This confirmed. :IG;ITEL'S

directive to proppre for thrGo ovan tll".li ties: "Frontier Defense", "F'?ll 'tleiss ",

and. tre ~l.nnoxe..tion of D::·.nzi?,. Annex II contqinocl furt>,or instructions

for "Fall iveiss".. In t:re first p.".r"l.<:;r?,ph, hepdcd "PoUtice.l Hypotheses ?nd

i.ims'! i t w~s st2.tea. th::.t should :Pole-nO. adopt c. thre~.t13nin,2; '?tti tude tow".rd

Germ?ny, f'. "finp.1 !';ettlemmt" would be nece ssc?ry notwi thst?ndin.o.: tho p.oct with

fol·=.nd. "t'f1h.... "im iR tron to C:estroy rolish military stron.r;th ... 1.1
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(C-120/B ant'l. D - Hitler directive
on nlans for invasion of POland,
11 A-pril 1939).

(Section 3 - STEYEE)

It wa.s further state~. that the Free State of Danzig would be

incorporated into Germany Rt the outbre~ of the conflict. at the latest.

The directive continued: "Policy Rims at limiting the war to PolC'.nd. ancl

this is consid.ere1 possible in view of the intern.9.1 crisis in France a.nd

British restr~int as B result of this."

The general "9011 tical bp.ckground Rgp.inst which the .t~rmed. Forces were

to I.I/ork haVing thus been set down. the later parl'1.grl:l.nhs outlinen. the

•tasks and operational objectives of the three branches of the Arme~ ForcGs,

It WP.S Rlso decreed thFt ~ "crunoufla.ged. or onen (li2:eneral' adC\. eCl. in ink)

mobiliz~tion will not be ot{ere~ hefore D_DaY-l at the latest possible

moment". and. further tha.t the "prs1Jarati rms for the onening of onerations

l\re to 'be m~\(le in such a wa.y th~.t - wi thout 1"~.itin.e: for the "lanne~. assem'hly

of mobilize1 units - positions can be taken up imme{iately by the fir~t

available troops".

4. On 10 May en order signed by HitIer nromulga.ted his instructions

for the seizure of economic installations in Poland ana. directed the

Commanders-in-Chief of the three branches of the Armed Forces to report

by 1 August 1939 on the measures taken in consequence of these instructions.

(C-120/K and L. Hitler directive
on preparations for economic war.
10 M.<ly·1939).

5. On 16 May. the defendant RAEDER. as Commander in Chief of the

Navy, nromulgated a memor.<lndum conveying the Fuehrer's instructions to

nr:enp.re for the ce.rrying out of 1IFall Weiss" at cmy time from 1 Santenl:ler

1939 onl'lad.s. He an.rl.e~. tha information that Y-hour was expected to be

in the Garly morning,. about hro hours before li~ht.

(C-126, n. 3, Memoran~un of C-in-C,
Navy, 16 May 1939).

- 7 -
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POINT V

DECISION TO ATTACK P01Al~

The basic military nre~~rations for the att~ck on Polan1 had thus

been un~erway for almost t,yO months when the Fuehrer calle~ his military

lea~ers to~ether in his study at the New Reich Chancellery on 23 May 1939

8.nd ~_elivered his lecture entitle1 "In::l.octrination on the Political

Situation an'! Future Aims". Those nresent inclu-te" the fJ.8fencl.e.nts

GOERING (C-in-O, Air Forces), KEITEL (Chief, OIDv) , and RAEDER (C-in-C,

Navy), as well ~a Col.-Gen. von ]rauchitsch (O-in_C, Army), Col.-Gen.

Milch (Insnector General of Air Force), Gen. (of Artillery) Ha11er

(Chief of Staff, Army), Gen. Bodenschatz (Personal Asaiste~t to GOERING),

Rear-Admiral Schniewindt (Chiof of Naval War Staff), Col. (G.S.) Jeschonnek

(Chief of Air Staff), Col. (G.S,) Warlimont (Planning Denartment, OKW),

~n1 other lower ra~~ing officers, including Lt. Col. (G.~.) Schmun1t,

Hitler's a1jutant and the recor1er of the conference.

The Fuehrer defined the following ~s the purposes of the conference:

"l) Analysis of the situation.
2) Definition of the tasks for the arme~ forces arising from the

situation.
3) Expos i tion of the consequences of these t8.sks.
4) Ensuring the secrec~ of Rll 1ecisions ann work resultin~ from

these consequences.'

In his review of the pre~ent situation, Hitler note1 that the past

six years b81 "in1ee1 been nut into ~ood use. All measures have Qeen

taken in the correct sequence and in harmony ,d th our aims. It Pointing out

that the ideoloeicp.l pro"blems of Germany '''ere solved, he saHthat the

economic nroblems must now be met. This solution, he felt, was impossible

without invP.sion of foreign states or foreign property. "Further

sucoesses, II he !'tdded, 11 cannot be atta.ine~. without the sherl.1ing of blood."

Turning to the question of ?oh.nr\, he "leclarei: liThe Pole is no

I supnlementary enemy'--.20 1an1 will alwl'l.ys be on the side of our adversarios."

lie then n;an.e the statement--significant in the light of, the agitation

which the Nazi cons~irators had already stirred and Were to continue to

stir--that "Danzig is not the subject of ·the r'l.is'Pute at all". Ra.ther, as

he saw it, "It is a question of expanrl1ng our living space in the ERst

.- 8 -
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~n1 of securin~ our food sup~lies, of the settlement of the Balitic

prol1lem. 1I

From this he ~.rew the conclusion that "there is therefore no

question of sparing Polan1, and we Rre left with the decision: to attack

Polan1 at the first su~ta~le op~~rtunity. We cannot expect a repetition

of the Czech e.ffair. There will be w<tr."

Hitler posei the pro111em as one of isolatin~ Polan1 an1, if ,osGi01e,

preventing a simultaneous conflict with the Western Powers, France an1

Englan1. He reco~ized, nevertheles£l, that Engl an1 \.ITaS an enemy to

German aspirations for e~ansion and sai1 that if it were impossible to

keep the Western Powers out of a war be~inning with an attack on Pol~ni,

"then it will be better to attFl.ck in the West anA. to settle Polani at the

same time'!.

After fur'ther rliscussions of nossible strategy for attack on

~ngland and France, including plans for the simultaneous occupation by

prmed force of air bases in the Netherl;::o,n~s ;::o.nri. Belgium, the Wehrmacht

''''l'l.s rUrecter'\. to make systematic and. rlctAlle'1. 'PlAns, the Fuehrer reserving

to himself the ri~ht to give the final orri.er to A.tt~,ck.

(L-79, Top Secret Conference,
IIInCl.octrination on Poutical
Situation and Future Aims, II
23 May 1939, Minutes in hqn1­
writing and si~ned by Rchmundt).

The authenticity of the above document and its accuracy as a record

of what transnired at 'the 23 May meetin~ has been testified to by the

def~ndant K~ITEL.
(Transcript cf Int~rror-ati~n nf
KEITEL, 28,August 1945, PP. 9-10)

POINT VI

FURTHER PLANl'HNG FOR TEE ATTACK ON POLAND

By June ofl939, the planning 'for ,the attack on Poland h~l already

reached an advanced stage. A detailed battle plan, with annexes, for

t1Fall Weiss" "las signed. untier date of 14 June by Ble.sko:."i tz, then

Commander of the Third,Army GrOU~1 anQ subsequently Oherbefehlshaber

- 9 -



- - --- ----

(Section 3 - STEYER)

of the 8th Army in the Polish Cam~aign~

(~-327-PS, Battle Pla.n for IIFa11
W'eiss 11, 14. June 1939, signeo.
Blaskowitz) •

On June 15, a momoranium entitled "Intention of the Command.er in

Chief of the ~rmy and Orders Jl again stated. that the object of the

pcmding operation was to ':1.estroy .the Polish Armed Forces. "Hi,.!Sh ~olicy

1emands. ll the memorandum continued, "that the II/P.r should be begun by

heavy surprise blows in order to achieve qUick results. 1I After laying

down the broad strategic outlines necessary to achieve such success,

the memorandum directed the Army Group Commands and the Army Commands

to make their nreparations accordingly, with allowance for possible

al terEltions. The memorandum is unP.'Hressed. but it apne:3.rs from the con-

text to be ~ ~irective from the Army Comm8nder in Chief to his Army Group

A.nd Army ComJT1an..1..ers.

(C-142, Memor,q.ndum II Intentions of
CinC,' Army A,nd Orclersll, 15 June 1939,
signe~ Br~uchitsch).

A d.Irective 0.l'\ted 22 June 1939. signed. by the '1.efenda.nt KEITEL

as Chief of the OID'l, intiicates a further ad-VA-need stage of prenaration.

On the rasis of ~articulp.rs already aVA.i1able from the Na.vy, Army a.nd

Air Force, he stated., he had submitted to Hi ter a Itpreliminary time-tab1e ll

for "Fall Weiss". The Fuehrer was renorte1 to be in suhstA.ntia1 agreement

with the intentions submitted by the three branches; he had a.lso made

suggestions with regard to the need to camoufla~e the scheduled maneuvers

"in order not to disqUiet the population", and had commented on the

disnosition of an 8.S. hrtillery Re~iment.

(C-126, p~ 6, Memorandum on preparation
for IIl'all Weiss ll

, 22 June 1939,
signed KEITEL).

Two d~ys lRter, the defendant KEITEL issued instructions for further

study on two specific problems1 ~he capture, in un~amaged condition, of

bridges over the Vi~tu1a; ~nd the possible a~veree effect of NRvy mining

in DA.nzig Bay on the element of sur~rlse in the Army's .attack against the

bri~~e at Dirschau, southeast of panzig.

(C-120/E, Dir.ective on "]'8.11 Weiss ll
,

24 June 1939 signed I~ITEL).

- 10 -
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In a subsequent memorandum from Brauchitsch to P.AEDER, it was

urge1 that Navy measures contem~lated to be taken before Y-hours be

ahandoned, in order not to prejudice the surprise of the attack.

(C-126
...-=~'
COl'l'1man
3 July

p. 2, Letter to Sunreme
of the NRvy from Brauchitsch,

1939) •

On 21 August, o~erRtion or~er NO.1 for the natt1edhin Schleswig­

Holstein W'I.s issue1. 1 indic~ting that 'Plans hR~ 'Progresse{ to that sta~e

of refinement where in~ivi ual n~val units coul~ be informed of the

'Proposed attack on Polan~.

(C-126 t p. I, O~eration Or~er for
bRttleship ~qhleswig Holstein,
21 Augus t 1 g:s9T:

POINT VII

ORDER FOR ATTACK a - POlAND

On 22 Au~ust 1939, Hitler calle~ to~ether at Onersalzberg the

Su"()teme Commanders of the three brAnches of the armed forces, as well

as the lO\'ler ranking Commandin/2: G~nArals (IlOber'hefehlshaber"), ani

announced his decision to attack Pol~ni near dawn on 26 August.

(L-3, 798-PS, l014-PS , Hitler Speech
to SU'Preme Commanders and Commandin~

Generals, 22 August 1939).

Three documents re~ortin~ this mAeting have been uncovered: the

text of one t 1-3, overlaps the contents of the other t'.·ro, 79S-PS and

lOV,-PS; the Ip..tter two a'T)near to 'he comnlementary, 79S-PS beine A. record.

of q, morninl; sneech, and lOlL'--PS of e.n afternoon snsech. Violent an~.

abusive lan~up..~e a'Pneq,rs in both 1-3 and 79S-PS. That Hitler made, at a

minimum, the follo1 ing 'Points anne~rs from all of them:

1. The decision to attack Poland w~s ma~e last spring. (L-3 and 79S-PG ).

2. The aim of the war in Poland is to d.estroy the Polish erme~. forces,

rather than to reach a fixed line. (1-3 and l014-PS ).

3. The attack will s·tp..rt e-9.rly Sa.turday morning, 26 August. (L-3 an~l

l014-PS ) •

4. A spurious cpuse for st~rting the w~r will be devised by German

~ropaganda. It is a matter of indifference whether it is plausible or not •

... 11 -
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;

The world will not question the viator (L-3 and 1014-PS). T~e text in

L-3 further n.escribes the pretext ~o 'he u13e". to stRrt .the war: "1'11

let a counle of comp~n1es, dressea"in Polish uniforms, mRke an assault in

U'lJner Silesia or in the Protectorate ll
•

5. Be swift, and be 'hrut~l to ·the Poles. Lebensra~ is needed for

the German neon1e, (1-3 and 1014-PS).

Various ~er~ons have stated that they were ~resent at the meeting at

Obersa1zberg o~ 22 August 1939 and that the statemen~s in the various

documents are either accurate in detail or renresent in general the

expressions of the Fuehrer ~ Th~.t the meeting was held end tha.t the or1er

was given on this occasion to attack on 26 August have not been denied.

See l Tr~nscrint of Interrogation of
HEh~~~N GOERING, 28 A~gust 1945,
pp. 41-2; 29 August 1945 A.M., p.6;
29 August 1945 P.M., pp. 1-7;
8 Se'lJtemher 1945, pp. •

Transcrint of Interrog~tion of
WILHELM KEITEL, 28 August 1945 P.M.
pp. 5, 14.

A h<l.nrh«i tten entry in tha r'l..iary of the rlefen::1.ant JODL, Rt the time

Chief of the OperaticJns Dcn8.r tment of the OKW, confirms thEl.t the time for

the attack on P01~na had he~n fixed for 0430 on 26 A~ust 1939.

(1780-PS , Photostat of J odl's
Diary in his o~m haniwriting,
4 January 1937 to 22 August 1939).

POINT VIII

DE~Y IN THE ATTACK UNTIL 1 SEPTEMBER 1939

The attack scheduled for the morning of 26 August 1939 1ii not go

through as planned. According to defendants GOERING and RIBBENTROP,

Hitler called' it off in the afternoon of the 25th unon receiving news of

the formal signing of the an~10-Pol1shAgreement of Mutual Assistance.

(Transcrint of Interro~ation of
Hermann GOERING, 29 Au~ust 1945 P.M.,
P.• 7). .

(TrA.nscript of rnterro~ation, Joachim
von RIBBENT.ROP, 29 A~ust 1945 P.M!,
n~ 16}.
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There followed, in the wp-ek 25 - 31 August, a neriod of intense

~inlomatic convers~tions bet leen Hitler ana Rl~EE TROP, on the one

ha.nd, and the ~ri tish Am'l1a.ssador to ~er1in, on the other. The Nazis

repe~ted and increasei their deman{s on Poland; the British reconmended

direct Polish-Germ~n negotiation. On the eveninR of the 29th, Hitler

agreed, in a note hande1 to the British Ambass~rtor, to meet· '.-.rith a Polish

representative with full powers, On the 30th. The Polish Amhassador to

~erlin. still officially unaware of the text of the new German deman~s,

saw RlBBENTROP briefly,. for the first time in this crucial period, on the

evening of the 31st and reported that his Government was favorably

considering direct negotiations ith the Germ~~ Govornment. L~ter that

evening, the Germ~~ State SecrGtary Weizsacker for the first ti~e gRve

the British Ambassador the fUll text of the German proposals ~nd furthor

informe~ him that since the Polish ~leninotentiAry had not arrived, it

w~s considered that the Germ~n nro~osRls h~d been rejected by Po1~nd.

(S·ee L-20, lIFinEl.l Re~ort by Sir Nevile
Henderson on ~he Circumstances LcadinR
to the Termination of his Mission to .
~erlinlt, 20 Sentember 19~9, p"/'). 11-20;
~.nd, pprticuIFtrly ...ii th reference to
the defend~nt RIBBENTROP, p~. 16-17).

(No. 147, Polish White Book, Final
R-eno:r:-t :l:':r.om the former ?olish Jim"M.ssp.dor
1~ Berlin to the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, 10 Octoher 1939).

Meanwhile. on 31 august~ nresumab1y while the last futile

negotiations were in progress, Hitler resumed the course he had secretly

pursued since Spring. On that day he issued Top Secret Direction -0. 1

for the Conduct of the War~

"l.. Now that all the political possibilities of
disposing by peaceful means of a situation On the Eastern
Frontier which ie into1erable to Germany are exhausted, I hf'l.ve
determine1 on ~ solution by force.

"2. The atta.ck on PolAnd is to be carried out in accordance
with the preparations ml'\.de for ItFall Weiss", with the alterations
which result, where the Army is concerned~ from the fact that
it has almost completed its' dispositions.

IIAllotment of tasks A.n(1. the operational target remain
uncMnged.

DRte of Attack - 1.9.39
Time of Att~ck - 4.45 (Insert~~ in red nencil)

- 13 -
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7, Top Secret, Direction
the Conduct of the War,
1939, signed Hitler)

(C-126, p.
No.1 for
31 August

This time also a~plies to the operation at Giynia, Bay of Danzig and theDirschau Bridge •••

In the morning hours of 1 Sent ember 1939, the Wehrmacht crossed the Polish
frontier. At the same time the Luf~waffe loosed destruction on ~olish towns.

The same day the British and French Ambassadors in Berlin delivered COm-
,

munications to RIBBENTRQP stating that unless the German Government was pre-I
-

pared to give assurances that it baa suspended all aggressive action against,

Polan~ and ~as prepared to withdraw all forces from Polish territory, their

resnective governments ~ould fulfill their obli~at10ns to Poland. On 3 September
the British an~ French Ambassadors informed RIBBENTROP that unless the assurance§

(

were ~iven that c.ay, a state of war would exist behleen Germany "lIld their coun- '
tries. Upon the refusal of RIEBEHTROP to ~ive this assurance, the United K1ng-'
dom and France recognized the existence of a

See:
state of war '''i th Germany.
Nos. 110,lll,118,119. British Blue
Book; Jos., 337,334,3fi5,367. French
YeEow Book

POINT IXBORDER INC IDENTS

On the very day of ag~ession, Hitler maintained the pretense that the w~

had been precipitated by Polish terror and violation of the border (T.O.54,
Hitler's Proclamation to the German Army, 1 September 1939). One of the alleged
Polish violations of the border on the night of 31 August 1939 is listed in the
official

11 4 •
German Foreign Office publication as follows:
Report of the Chief Oonstable at GleiwHz.

Towards 8 p.m. the German Broadcasting Station at Gleiwitzwas attacked by a troop of Polish insurgents and temporarilyoccupied. The insurgents were driven off by Gorman frontierpolice officers. One of the insurgents was fatally injured. II
(No. 470, Documents on the Events Precedin~

;:the OU'!:break: of the War I comniled and
nuhlished by the German Foreign Office,
Berlin 1939, New York 1940)

The true story of this attack has been related b1 Alfred Naujocks, a Germa~,

a oe~ner of the SD during August 1939, and a participant in the incident describeo
above. Naujocks has testified that, on orders given him on 10 August by Chief
of the SD Heydrich, he, together with other SD men proceeded to the Gleiwitz
radio station on the evening of 31 August 1939. There they carried out an

attack ana, to give the impression that they were POles, one of the Germans
delivered a short speech in Polish over ~n emergency microphone. They bad been
supplied with the body of a man, supnosed to represent a Pole. who ;
~a1. been drugged at:ld, preeumA.'bly Shot, an1 W8.e covered w~th blood.. "
This man was left at the station after a
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TEE AXIS RELATIONSElP

No further direct evid.ence exists on the Polish bor1er II incic1ents II •

(Section 3 - STBYEh)

- 15 -

The picture of events leading up to the attack on Poland ani the

spread of war in Europe is not complete without an examination of the

relatio1ship between the Fascist leaders of Germany and Italy in the

crucial month of August 1939.

On 30 May 1939 the Axis partnera hads1gned a secret additional

'protocol to the ~act of solidarity announced to the world, a week previously.

(795-PS • Mcmor~ndum reRl'l.rding a
conference between Keitel and an
unidentified' person, 17 August 19~9).

(Transcript of InterroRation of
Wilhelm Keitel, 11 October 1945,
'On. 11-13).

PO!lJ'"T X

• I I ,

that he inquired of Heydrich as to the successful execution of the

II inc1dent If and ...ras told 1thad. F?:one well. (Nl'l.ujocks. 01'. c1t. supra,

pp. 18-20). The reference in Hitler's speech at Obersalzbarg to the

usa of Polish uniforms for German soldiers, is also significant in this

regard (1.-3, cited. su,.,ra). In addi~ion, a memorandum of a conference

in mid-August with the defendant Keitel quotes Keitel as stating that

he had been instructed by Hitler to fur~ish Heydrich with Polish

uniforms. Keitel has identified his conferee on this occasion as

Admir~l Canaris, Chief of Intelli~ence of the OKW, and has confirmei

Indirect evidence, however, strongly su~porte the belief that other ~or1er

Ifincid.ents" were fabricated. on the orders of the Nazi "ons-pirators.

Naujocks has testified that he overheard a conversation between two

security police officials in which they ~iscussed the use of about a

company of security police members dressed in Polish uniforms' to create

. )( H
a bOrder incident on the night of at August. a has further stated

a casualty in the official German report.

(Transcript of Interro~ation of
Alfred Naujocks, 12 Sentember 1945,
1'1'. 3-18).

few shots were fired. Presumably he. \!la.s the "insurgentll described as
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~ 'I:. ,1'-' l, .....

, "

would "have to be settled by the end of August one '1Tay or ;omother

He stated that, in view of the we~ther, no time was to be lost in the

(1871-PS, Report of Meeting
Hitler-Ciano, in presence of
RIBBENTROP, 12 Au~st 1939) ..

(1867~PS, Report of Meeting
Hitler-Ci~o, in p~esence of
RIBBENTROP, .. 13 August 1939).

a conference the next day.

to attack POland within 48 hours end thus solve the problem. Thie, he Batd~

would mean a considerable strengthening of the Axis, just as would the

liquidation of Yugoslavia by Italy. Similar thoughts were expressed in

use the opportunity ?~ising froo the next political provoc~tion in order:

matter of the Polish problem. The Fuehrer added that he WRS .resolved to

him to ask Mackensen, the Germ~n Ambassador in Rome, tho exact date of the

outbreak of tho lJunfl.void?.ble connfl.gra.~ion.lI (It. will be noted th:a.t the

date for the att~ck on Polpnd had originally been sot .101" the next morning,

the 26th, .and was subsequently postponed). Upc:m rE1?eiV~?g no direc:t: .. r eply ~'"

as one of these "uncertain neut.rals".

In response to a query by Ciano, Hitler sp~d that the Danzig question

By 25 August, ~ssolini h~d received a letter from Hitler which caused

Hi tIer then added that Yugoslav1.a might similarly be rega.r9-ed by. Italy

in the contemplated and "unavoidablelf wP,r with the western democracies.

enemies in the event of a war, her liquidation now would be an advp~tage

RIBBENTROP, the Fuehrer stated that since I'oland"s whoJe attitude shOwed
,that she would in any event be on the side of Germany's and Italy's

.
~ .' J

:~,(2818-fS, Secret addhionai Protocol
~ to, Germah.... ital1.an Treaty, May 1939,.: wHh ~,tt~.ehments.) .

By 12 august 1939, the Naz-i conspirators wer~ referring in their

conversations with Italy to the advMtage of liqu:idattng iltalse neutrals ll :
"

At a conference on that date between Hitler and Ciano, in the presence of

\ .,." . ( """"'\'n. :'.' '\' . Section:; ',. sm.lllJ.~)t...... ~ ...
: '" j' ",

Attached to this wer€ qomme~t~,by ~s~o~ini pointing o~t that Italy needed
.: . '." '('(. '

a preparatory period for w~r ~~l~~ ~igh~ possibly exte~d Until the end of
". • 1:_.

1942. 11.Any warlike effo~ts w?\l~d ~ve the best. chance of auccess from
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. Mussolini proceeded to explain why hejwould prefer that open conflict be

del~ed for about two to three years.

C1822-PS, Mackensen's ~elogram to Germ~n

Foreign Office on Mussolini's Comment
on Hitler's tetter, 25 August 1939).

By 26 August. Hitler had received Mussolini's decision not to

p~~ticipatG in the war. Iri a telegram despatched from Berlin at 0032

hours, 27 Auguht. Hitlet accepted Mussolini's decision but asked him to

support GerIDan1t~ fight psychologically through the press and by other means,

to ·tie down some Ftench end English forces by a displ~y of militp~y

activitios l and.to cre~te uncert~inty in the minds of the Western Powers.

(1823-PS, Hitler Despatch to Mussolini,
27 August 1939) •.

Later on the 27th, the defendant RIBBZNTROP called M~ckensen with
- .

regard to rumors spread in Romo that the situation had improved. He

directed him to see that the rumors were not believed by Mussolini or

CianCi on the contrp~, "the armies are marching."

(1~32.~PSI l~ote on' telephone. 'conversatiC'n
27 August 1939, signed Mackenscn).

The final note on the Axis relationship in tho period of the p~gression

ag~inst Poland arises out of Mussolini's attempts between 31 August and

3 September to act as "mediatorU in the conflict. The d1plomp.tic inter-

changes continued through the first two days of the German attack Rnd

finally foundered upon the British insistence that no proposal for a

conference could be considered favorably unless German troops withdrew

from Polish territory. ~fter the British position·was clear, Hitlor sent

a telegram to Vmssolini thanking him for his attempt to mediate, but

pointing out that the wex was inevitable ~nd the most promising moment

I had to be picked after cold deliDer~tio~ Mussolinl commentod when this

message ,~s handed to him that he h~d never intended to submit p~ offer'

based On the withdrA.wal of German troops; he would hP.ve been outraged and

would have refused even to suggest a "symbolic withdrawal."

(183~, Exchange of Communic~tions,

Hitler-Mussolini. 1-3 September 1939).
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POINT Xl

STaTEMENTS :BY N..~ZI CONSPIRATORS AFTER THE FAOT

After the conquest of Po1~~d, Hitler took the opportunity to review

the situe,tion and to sun up for leaders of the Army the various steps which

hRd led to the outbreak of war.. About four years later, when the conflict

begun by Nazi aggression had spread to the far corners of Europo. the

defendant JODL undertook ~ similar review for r~ing members of the N~zi

Party. These reviews do not touch on the e.ctlial details of "Fall Weissl!

outlined above, bUt clearly reveal the existence of the overall ~~gres6ive

p18~. Only those portions beRring on Polp.~d are quoted here.

On 23 November 1936, exactly one month after the officiRl Gornan

announcemen~ of the end of the campaign in Poland, liitler addressed a

speech to his mllit~.ry cOIlllT'..anders. After reviewing the steps' he had tClken

\to conso1id~te his control of Germany and to remilltarize the whole country,

the Fuehrer continued:

"One ye~r l~.ter, Austria came; this step was also considered
doubtful. It brought about a. considerable reinforcement of
the Reich. The next step was 'Bohemia., Moravia and Poland. .­
This step also was not possiblo to accomplish in one caopalgn.
First of all, tho western fortification h~d to be fintshed • • •
Then followed the erection of the Protectorate and with thP..t tho
basis for the action against POlAnd was laid, but I ~a9n't quite
clear at that time whether I should stRrt first against the ee.st
~~d then in the west or vice-versa • • • Under pressure the
docision came to fight with Poland first~ One might accuse m0 of
wanting to fight and fight p~ain. In struggle I see the fate of
all hUrlE'.n beings • • ."

(789-PS, Hitler's Speech to all
Military Commanders, 23 November 1939).

S~eaking under less favorable milit~ry circumstances,· the defendp.~t.
J0DL deli-:9'ared. 8,;'lecture' enUVlsd 'liThe Strategio l'oei~10n ~t the:J3eginning

of the Fifth Year of War" On 7 Septeober 1943, e. little more the.n a month

after the fall of Musaolin1. The theme of his review up to the Polish

campaign was much the same as Hitler's remarks quoted above, covering the

struggle for internal control, rearmament, lI.A.nschlusslf with 4ustria -

all to the end of lI reinforcing our fighting strength and of materially

improving our fighting position." JODL then stated:
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4. In September, Poland w~s invaded,

(1-172, Lecture by JODL to the
Reich-~nd ~u-leiters, entitled
nThe Strategic Position at the

\Ibeginning of the 5th Ye~I of WeI •
7 November 194:3).

In addition to. these broad reviews,the highlights of the specific

""L'
.' , " '"\1 J,?;','" \

;rTs""'.r-:;;"~.~-"',~;IEl' f' ~. • f} . 1 11('" )'

./ .~,~ ~'1 :.,,~l S'1'EYER)
, '! . r t .... '~'~1'"I(~

I I "I ,,~!\<,:~.,,\~

'"The b100~i~;:s sc4ut1o~ ;o~ ,,~~\9~~Cb. co'n:f1ict in the autumn of
1938 and sRting of 1939 and;~h.e~~nexation of S~ovakia(sic)
T-ounded off the terrlto~y o~~q1.~~~r Germany in such a way that
it-now bec~me ~ossible to,cS~sl~~ the Polish problem,on the
basis of more or less favor~b1e ~trategic premises.

IIThis brings me to the adui~ 6ut~ref\k of the present war, Rnd
the question which next f'1,ri'0~'is whether the moment for the
struggle with Poland -- in Uself unavoidable - WR.S fa.vorab1y
selected or not. The ,a~swcr' ~o this question is all the less in
doubt since the opponent --tefterall not inconsiderable in
himself --- collapsed unexpepted1y quickly • • ."

I

(1796-PS, Secret Notes to the War
Diary, 7 ~pri1 1941.

2. In the following months' the line-up of forces took place under
the pretense of defense measures.

VIII supra are set down as follows:

secret notes to ~he Wax Di~ry. The developments described in Points IV -

prE:pE',rations for IfFe.ll Weiss" Rre entered in detail in a document conta.ining

1. At the end of March 1939'the Fuehrer decided to start with
mili tary prepe,r?tions for the attack Against Poland ("Fall' Weiss tl ).

These were to be finished at the end of summer 1939. Hitler hoped to
conduct only a one-front w~r.

3. Despite the English guare..ntee to POland and therefore the un­
p,voidabletwo-front war, the Fuehrer decided in August 1939 to attack
POland..
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that they would not start are

:',
;, " .

I ~.~~ ... , ,

. 0,.

3. To violate international treaties and agreements.

2. To violate assurances freely and frequently given to Poland

against Polanrl.

. .
':1 ........

I., To plan, prepare, in1t1ate and \olage a' war of aggression

following things:

'. ~. "'" ...
)' ,\tf'~'~ : '. ~,. ~ • ( ""',''''',",,''
. t' • ~.~~ '.~~,. '.. '; ~ ....J " ',.' " (:. '. '.~.".' .:,,-

...t2-;i'::1.7 .' (s'ecHon:3 ~i STEYER)

,...::"'::~ ;":;S~r: .
! li Q !l 11 ~ N 1 ~ 1i J2 Q Q li Q-* ,g't.l Q li

, 1(- .. ., ' . ,
The foregoing evidence establishes that:~.e.~e'fendants committed.'

crimes against peace within the terms of Art~~. s';, (aJ of the ChaXter
~;.'f., ".
·1 "~ ",r .L;

of the International Military Tribunal thrOU~tr·t~~~ plan and
'j '.;

conspiracy -- and ~articulBrly through the aC~i?~~~of certain
, 'J"C':<j:

defendants and conspirators 1n furtherance th~~eo~I~- to do the
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