THNTTRREOGATION
of the [orusr Plenipotentiary of the Cerman Reich
in Dencark, Dr. ‘lerner RBest, in tie Castle
lopenhazen, & August 1945

Jlegarding the Free Corns Denmari, the Hoparent says that the Corps had
been activated lere in the country by the time he arrived, and thst in reality
fe has had nothing to do with the Corps itself, also nothing to do with the
Corns' later developinent or its transition into other units, He has talked
with 1/it ¥ryssing a few tires, and Frjss_ng coitplained or lhiis absence from
thie Corps, .ccording to tie ovinion of tie Homparent it vwas unwise politic-
ally Lo attach the Corps to a definite politicsl party, even if it were
Vational Zocilalistic, since a Danish Corns of volunteers would have to meet
with the approval of tlie whole population to have any actual importance.
This was in harcony with his comnhlele conviction that & closer tie should
be forued between the preut masses of Jennurk «nd Cermany, TIor this nurpose
he carried on negotlgulons witi: Cenerel Gortz before nugust in the summer of
1943 regarding the wo=31b111ty of a closer rel:tion between the Danish and

g Cerien thg'( WWLLar;, or e-amnle Danish of "icers vere to be civen an
op orbunity to attend Ceriian officers! scinools and so forth, in order that
tiey 1 ht profit ‘rom tilie experiences of the Cermans during the war, and
he even went so lar as to sug est their barrecks end caips in Germany be

vlaced at the disnosel of a traini.gmrogrem or Denich soldiers.

legarding tle formation of the Schalburg-Corps the FKouparent explained
that in the Germen inner eircle vwith THitler ood H.omnder a2t its he:d a move-
ment for tie Turtier develomnent of the cooperatiipg labor forces of the
teutonle countries was stidven for, Himdler was esvecially interested,
Lecord ny to an order by Mitler, Himmler was to lead this develonment snd
in tids connection the Germanic Leader OF 1ce Leitstelle was formed with
Foyrsen &5 leader. Doysen was a otunnbunnfuhrer, and wes wounded, so he had
to trensfer to tle administration. The direction of tle Jerﬂanic Leitstelle
in Miisler's honds was naturaliy ncither to tiie liking of the Foreign Office,
nor o t.oe Homwerent; since it was believed iliapossitle to deprive him of
the pover, the decision was to strive for tiie greatest possible. ectual in-
fluence; na for tkis reason v.ue lomparent toolk nart in the negotiations
cor the formation of tie Schalburg-Corps here in .he couniry. In the form-
ation of this Corps 13 vwias expressly arreed that the Corns should be a re-
eruiting of ‘ice Jor the Free Corns, and according to tlie agreement it should
h:ve no other purnose exce t that naturally this siould be nrovagandised in
Denmark. Trom the beginning on, the later leader of the Corps, lMertinsen,
took 1t in i@ negotiations, srpported even at that earlv tize by Popp-
‘adsen among others. Accordirg to the actual situatlon : nd especially in
coninection with the oxg anﬁaaulons (Verbande) wiich had been formed. The
Corns wes under the 58 in all its activities. The Gerisnic Leitstelle itself
had centrol of the civil administration, if they were pliced under anms,
howeve:, they came under the command of Ceneral Pancke, Tie Germenic Leits~
telle, as wes mentioned w s under the 55 nd directly led by Obergruopenfiinrer
Perger. Tie Yomparent tried, however, to make his political in’luence felt,
and a continual conflict of interects was present as “o wno was to control,
Nerrer from Berlin or the Komparent here. As it resulted, the Xomparent
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could not gain his goint and Hartinsen succeeded in causing To*oen's remOVal,
by petition in Berlin vithout the knovwledge of the HKomparent, and ageinst
= tds wish,

The KHomparent wished that tlhe Schalburg personnel be sent to the Iront
as quickly as .ossible after training; it soon appeared,. '..ov;ever, slre dy
in the fall of 1943, that Martinsen did not wish to m—'s.d these peonle out

¢l

of tiie countiy He openly intended to keep uhem for a war et home and in

> spite of tle ener et ¢ able:pbs of tlie Komparent to have the ersonnel sent

- out of tlie coubry, Ly far the greatzr &rt continusd to renain here.

X

= - The omparent was unai.le to decide where tiie Cor s was to ke statiioned;

= he zlwavs tried, hovever, to have it sent awesy from Co_ enhazen wiere as he
nad discovered, it only caused unrest and sorked counter to lis nolitical

) interests. At lLids instigation the Corps left tie Freeiasons' Todie, although
Pznelie protested against it & long tire and assert:d it would be a Loseg of

X nrestize if Ll wishes of the Danes were consulted in tle cuartering of the

4 Corps. FHowever, when the Komoarent was aware of it, tie Free liusons' Lodge
succeeded in Tinding use i'or itlie police bureeus,
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- The lomparent nad no influence on the use of the activated Corps, and
. on the question vhether he was awere that it would Le used for Schalburtage,
= he answered tiat his knowledge in this connection corcerned only the illeral
i press ¢nd the ri:dio., FHe asked Ifartinsen ex re *sivcly vhether he lad been

concerned witlr the counter-terror; lflartinsen denied %his, however, «nd the
Korperent could not deteridne 'letucl‘ it was t.e cume or not,

Payments to the Schalburg-Coros as to iLle olher Ceriian Lureaus should
take plece throurh tiie Koiparent, he himself did not acbua ly afiiym how

T much should be naid. ©On account of his position iie was handicepned in his
b nrotest because he w:uld risk haviig as a consecuence ol too lauch resistance
i to the payvient, of larye sums, tlat this pert of the administra“ion would

1 also be taken Trom him :nd slaced under tle 55 so that the SS cowld get at
e ! the Nationel Dunk directly.

Pegarding Cantain Sommer, tle Homparent explained that this man uas
introduced to "um as the assistant of Vertinsen in the Schal burg=Corns,
Somuer impressed i as a calmer and .wre reliable person than !-rtinsen,
whom lie described as tlie typical mercenary. He was not av rse o Lelieving
that liartinsen could take part in the counter-terror, liowever, he did not
vish to believe tiids of Sommer; the stron, accusations a ainst Soiver in
this respect c:...e Lo him tierelore as & surorise., Tie FYomerent l.ad no in-
fluence over Somer's lecvin, tue Schalburg-Corns and loriing ..is ovn Corns
end vhe Lomperent had notling at all to do with Somner's Coh. 5, since it wss
under tl:e Luitwafi'e and was ured by the ILuftwai e as & guard service, The
Kowparent vias once asked Dy Ceneral lolle whether he had anything against
the dissolution of tlie Coxps, to which the omparent snswered only tihet he
had no interest at all in the Corps.
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The Nomparent is aware that lartinsen lorued a departnent for intellience
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in the Schalburg-Corps; tie omparent, however, hed absolutely nothing to do
with it exeeptirg thie feeh that Maretinsen informed him of it, [le is also
avzre vhat he Intelligence Service later went over to Pancke, tlien as be-
Lore witiiout the Xomparent heving any influence in the matter,

+ith the marine guards the Fouparent had no connection either., They
“01aed no Corps, to be best of the Komparent's knowledge, but were enlisted
ingly, and this was done by the various lMarine units,

Regarcing the 0.T., the Komparent explained that it belonged to the
Jehrmacht, closely connected with the Ifinistry for Armament, and the Komparent
really nod no connection either with enlistments or with vorkers. In order
o be atle to control the organization somewvhat in *urel; administrative ueas-
ures, he succeeded in having the Chief of the 0.T. in Demisark, Martinsen,
nlaced in nersonal union witn thne Komparent as denartment cuief, so that he
would negotiate with the Denish suthorities as technicel depertment chief in
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tile name of the Vomparent,

The Komparent had no influence on or for the workers, occupied in work,
here in tle couniry on the Jortificatisns 'or various forus; he tried, houever,
to carvy out z policy in this sphere as in the others wihereLly the wages and

wrices eould penerally Le held down, since he believed i is was to Denmarks
intervest as vell as (ermany's. This wes very difficult, lowever, since the
various iehrmnacit bureaus did not agree on the execuibion of the verious proj-
ecis znd held oub to the Iiris the prospect of hirn comiissions, whereby the
latter were in a position to offer the workers hisher wages than the Konmparent
wished, The lecders of tihe ifehrmacht and tihe 0.T. were uniiied with the
“ozaarcr% in “lhe desire to hold doin wases, bul actually it wes impo sible to
control tlhe various bureaus.

Regaerding the HIPQ, the Kmnparent explained tnat he was not sure when
institution was Tormed and wizs not ascquainted with its actual composition,

‘s
its origination he strongly stressed the fact to Pancke that he had to pro-
st acainst %he creabion of an actual Danish police iorce under the SS, and

hat he would only discuss t'ie enlistment of persons singly as assistants of
he Gernien Police, e emphaulzed in any case that the HTPO should not be
llowed to form by itself, that is to say without Germen supervision in every
case. He was aware, among other thiuys, by thne shooting-up of his own car,
thet Lthe 770 nevertlieless uade patrols without Cerman supervision, and he
protested vigoriously acainst it. The Fomparent had no influence on the
HiT0's various ectiens, «nd he was no more informed than was mentioned eerlier
by reoresentations of tie TForeign 0ffice, and by the illezal press and radio.
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