
TRANSLAT IOU

INTERROGAT ION
of the former Pl eni pot ent i ary of the German Government in Denmar-k, Dr Werner

Best , in Kaste11 .
Copenhagen , 1 August 1945

It was pointed out to the subject that it is up to him if he wants
to be interr ogated and no force wi l l be used . However , he must understand
that his stntements might be used to his disadvantage and for his later in­
dictment .

The subj ect stated that he came here on 5 November 1942 , the im­
medi at e reason being .the political unrest r e sul t i ng f rom the telegram of the
Ki ng thanking Hi t l er for his birthday greeting .

Bef or e his departure for Denmark, the subject met Hi t l er , von Ribben­
trop , v . Rent he-Fi nk and others in Hi t l er ' s headquarters . The subject . eoei ved
oral instructions for his aotivity in Denmark. Hi t l er said personally that he
will preserve the legal status of Denmark, and would like to have a oompletely
legal but new gover nment . The relation b ebween the two countries should be
pr eserved according to the a greement . However , v . Ribbentrop remarked - but
not in the presence of Hi t l er - that he wants Nat ional~soo ial i st s to be
represented in the Government . Aocordingly, Foreign Mi ni st er Soavenius was
called to Ber lin later on and presented with a list of ministers whioh in­
cluded among others Nat i onal - soci al i st s such as C .O .~orgenson, Popp-Madsen, and
per haps Ar i l dskov .

It vms the absolute intention of the subject , in aooordanoe with
his gener al views on the relations between Germany and the oocupied oountries,
to conduct a considerate policy of agreements , even though he might oome in
conflict wit h the gener al wishes of the German Nat i ona l - soci alist Party . He
cl a ims that he f ol l mved this l ine dur ing the conferences for the format ion of
t he new government which resulted i n the first gover nment of Soaveni us .

Bef oro his departur e to Denmark, the subj ect was informed by tele­
grruns of Apri l 40 , accordi ng to W11ich t he Rei ch Pl enipot ent i ary ,vas authorized
t o as smne complete co~~and of the policy of the country, even in direct rela­
t ion t o t he armed forces . Ther ef or e , it was the sub ject who should oonfer
wit h t he government in questions of milit ary nature , with the exception of
pur ely tecllnical questions which should be settled between the mil i t a ry
at~horities . These telegrams were confirmed by a let ter which the subjeot
already received in Ber l i n and whic h, in his opinion , is now in Br i t i sh hands
as i t was taken at his arrest .

The subject has been i nf ormed only very briefly about the political
situation i n Denmark by v . Rent he-F i nk . v . Rent he-Find was rather irritated
about hi s t r ansf er and t he r ef or e very brief i n his i nf ormat ion - which did
not gi ve an exact pi ctur e of t he situation in Denmark.

The subject was therefore of the opinion when he caneto Denmark
t hat he had complete authority to issue decrees al so concerni ng the mi l i t ary
forces and later on t he police . However , it became obvious t hat General v .
Hanneken had di ffer ent instruct ions from the Supreme Comrrand. These in­
structi ons wore to t he effect that he was the sole author ity on all mi l itary
matter s . Thi s caus ed several di ff i cul t i es between t he subj ect and t he General
already i n t he beginning. The subject reported t he s i t uat ion to the Foreign
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r.lini st ry and was supported to the effect that his i nstructions were valid .
He conferred afterwards wit h Hanneken and they a gre ed on t he se poi nt s . The
formal situation r emained that way during the entire occupation except dur i ng
those periods when mart i a l law wa s declared during whi ch the General had tho
full power s .

Regar ding the Gernlan police i n Denmark~ the devol opserrt was such
that at the arrival of the sub j ect no active poli ce existed. Ther e were
only scattered police officials to mai nt a i n liaison ','li th the Danish police .
These police offic ials were subordinate to 'ch e sub j ecb , whose next subordi nate
in line was 1f:r . Kan st ei n . VThen a Gennan police ror-ce , comn-anded by Gen .
Pancke , 'Was established i n Denmark in Fall 1943 ~ i t was done by Hi t ler r 6 own
decision in a let ter signed by hi m. This writing stated that Paric ke was
"attached" to the subject . The subject inter preted that to the effect
that the police general was completely sub ordinate t o the subject . Pancke
however~supported by Himmle r ~ interpreted the l et t er to the effect that in
coordination ,nth t he subj ect he was independent in all police questions .
He therefore obt a i ned on one hand all orders directly from Hir.rnler and on
the other hand he wished to confer with the Dani sh instances himself . The
subjeot oompla i ne d to the German Foreign Mi ni st ry r egardi ng this int er pr et a­
tion . He knows that in this question r epeated conf erence s were held between
v . Ribb entrop and HUrrml er . However ~ neither the subject nor von Ribbent r op
succeeded in obt aining r ecogni t i on of their point of view. Du r i ng t he entire
period of ocoupation the situation r emai ned such that Pancke ac t ed completely
independently f rom the subject . Thi s beca~e most conspicuous at the depor t a-

/ tion of the Danish police which was carried out without the lmowledge of the
subjec~ and about which in particular he compl a i ned to the For e ign llini stry
and aft er which reque st ed to be transf erred. Hi t l er r ej ect ed t hi s r eque st.
The subjeot r ef ers in this respeot t o a r eport from v , Ribbcntrop to Hi t l er
which was oonfisoatod by the Brit i sh •

.:- Regar di ng Bovens i epen the sub j eci; states that he was subordinate
to Pancke in general , but that he could also shor t circui t Pancke ' s of f i ce and
had direot oonneot i ons with the Reich Seourity Mai n Offi ce in Ber l in corn­
manded by Kal t enb runner . Boven siepen received direct orders from thi s
section and could give direct r eport s without pre senting the lnatter s t o
Pancke s Thos e were problems r egarding the security police . The sub j ecb knows
that ?anoke had nothing to do with these problams~ coming f rom R e r l in ~ neither
in gene r al nor in separate act i ons.o otherwise he could gi ve orders in mat t e r s
conoerning the security police .

The sub j ect knows about the activity of Skor-aen i, only that he
belonged to a special section in the security service and was use d essent ially
for separate actio-ns at home and abroad ; for i n st ance ~ t he liberation of
l.1u s sol i ni . It is not known to tho subject that Skor- z.en I had charge of act ions
here in this country or had ordered them from Ber lin . He paid a visit here
once in the first half of the yea r 1944 but the sub j ect docs not know the
purpose of this visit . He rather unde rstood t hat he was j ust passing t hrough
from Osl o. Skorzeni did not talk about his activity exoept that he stat ed he
was employed for separate actions . In this connec t i on., he prai se d hi s own men
for t he liberation of !'tus sol i ni . The sub ject hear d later on t hat it was
Skorzeni who brought Hor t hy to Ber l i n when he wanted t o abdicat e .


