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SECTION OF DIDICTMZNT

COUNT ONE , S3CTION IV, F, 5: Expansion of the war into a general
war of aggression : Planning and execution of attacks on Yugoslavia
and Greece : 1939 to Apri l , 1941.

LEGAL REFERENCES

1. Charter International Mi l i t ar y Tribunal , Article 6 (a) Crtmes
against, peace .

. ,

II. Convention for the Pacific Settlement of I nt er nat i onal Disputes ,
signed at the Hague , 29 July 1899 (Indictment Appendix C, I) .

TC- l.

I II. Treaty between Germany and Other P~~ers providing for Renunciation
of War as an Instrument of National Poli cy , signed at Paris,
27 August 1928, known as the Kellogg-Briand Pact (Indictment
Appendix C, XIII) .

I.

\
TC-19 .

TYPES OF DQCU1ffiNTS

Ccr r es pondence

2762-PS 1835- PS

Inter rogation of Defendant s

Int errogat i on of VON RIBBENTROP, 8 October 1945, pp 1-3

Mi l i t ar y Orders

C-59
C-60
C-61
C- 132

444- PS
448-PS
1541-PS
R-95
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Official Government Regulations and Orders

27l9-PS, fram Foreign Office Diplomatic Release

:;< S, o I

.,
Publicat ions

2448-PS•
2449-PS ,
2450-PS .

Volkischer Beobachter Article
Volkischer Beobachter Article
Volkischer Beobachter Article

Reports of Meetings , Conferences , or Discussions

L

....,

C-134
C-167
l746-PS
187l-PS

Other Evidence

C-lll, Naval High Command Diary

2763- PS
2764- PS
2765- PS
2766-PS

..
"

GOmING

KEITEL

JODL

RAEDER

VON RIBBENTROP

LIST OF INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANTS

- C-59, C-60, C-61, 1746-PS

- C-59 , C-60 , C-6l, C-134, 448- PS, 1746-PS, 2764-PS

- C-59 , C-60, C-61, C-132 , C- 134, 444-PS, 448-PS,
1541- PS, 1746-PS, 2764-PS

- C-59 , C-60 , C-lll, C-132, C-167

- C-134, Interrogation of 8 October 1945,pp 1-3 ,
1746-PS, l835 - PS• 187l- PS, 2450-PS, 2763-PS,
2764-PS

LIST OF CRIMIN~L ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED

GENERAL STAFF AND HIGH COMMAND:

C-59, C-60 , C-61, C-132 , C-134, C- 167
444- PS, 448- PS, l5 41-PS, l746-PS, 2764- PS

STATElaENT OF EVIDENCE

I

SUMMARY STATEMlNT OF MATTERS INVOLVED

The planning and the execution of the aggressions against t he

Kingdom of Greece and the Kingdom of Yugoslavia consununated by the Nazi

conspi rators on the 6 April 1941, i s evidenced by t he assurances and

documents referred to herein.
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In the aggress ive expans ion east~~rd toward the Ukraine and the

USSR, security of the sout hern flank and prot8cti on of t he line of

communication was considered es senti a l by the Nazi conspirators . Plans

were made and exe cuted f or th is regard'Iess of ex.i.s t ing treaties and

assurances made by Ger many in 1938 and 1939 .

Italy invaded Greece in October l~O , and it was soon apparent

that Germany woul d have to come t o t he as si stance of Italy. This

precipitated the intended German act ion L~ the Balkans .

II

ASSURANCES

Nazi assurances t o Yugoslavi a emphasi ze d that Germany had no

territorial claims on Yugoslavia and that the Yugoslav frontier would

r emain untouched . A Foreign Office diplom~tic r elease, 28 Apr i l 1938,

stated:

liThe Yugoslav Government have been informGd by ccmpetent
German authorities that German policy has no aims b0yond Austria,
and that the Yugoslav fronti er wou.Ld in any case r emain untouched.
The Fuohrer and Chancellor stated, in his speech at Graz on
April 3 , that Yugoslavia and Hugar:r had adopted tho same attitude
as Italy toward the r-e-uru.on of Austria . He were happy to have
frontiors th0re which r elioved us of all anxiety about thei r
mili tarJ' pr otect i on . II

gI19-PS . Documents on the event s preceding
t he outbro~< of t he war , German Library of
Inforrc,ation . New York, 1940, Page 359,
Document No . ~37 • . Dokmne~te zur VorNeschichte
des Krieges , Auswar t iges Amt, 1939 , ~r 2,
page 324 .

Hitler addressing the Reichstag , 28 April 1939, stated:

liThe German Government are, neverthel ess , prepared to give
each of the States named an assurance of the kind desired by
Roosevelt on the condi t i on of absolute r eciprocity, provided
that the State conce rned wishesit and itself addresses to
Germany a request , together vuth appropr iate proposals, fo r
such an as~urance . For quite a number of the States included
in Roosevelt I s list, this question can probably be regarded as
settled from ·the very start , since we are already ei t her allied
with them or at l east united by close ties of friendship .

- 5-



· liAs for the duration of those agreements, Germany is willing
to make terms vlit h each individuc.l State in accordance with the
wishes of that State ••• II

..

..,

2448-PS!_ Hitler Sp:; och, 28 April 1939 .

Again addressing tho Reichstag on 6 October 1939 :

".•. 7. Immediatoly after the l~ns cblus s I have notified
Yugoslavia that also tho border of this country-c-whi.ch from
now on is also its bor der ,nth Gcrmany- -will be inviolable and
that we desire to live vrith it (thoir country) in paace and
friendship . II

2449-PS. Hi t ler Slxcch, 6 0ctob~r 1939
(No. T.C. 43)

In 1940, Germany made diplomatic overtures to Yugoslavia which

resulted on 25 larch 1941, in the latter country joining the Tri-Power

Pact of Italy, Japan, and Germany, va t h further assurances by the

defendant VON RIBR3NTROP upon the signing of the pact .

The Gorman not o of guarun t.ocs giyon to Pr-cmicr Dragisha

Cvetkovitch of Yugoslavia stat0d:

1I}~lr . Primo Minister:

In the nanc of the Garmen Government and C1t its behest I
have the honor t o inform Your Zxcellency of the following :

On the occC1sion of tho Yugoslav adherence today t o the
three-powor met t he German Govvrnmont confirms its det ermination
to respect the sovereignty ffild t erritorial integrity of Yugoslavia
at all t imcs ,

Mr . Primo Mini ster :

With r of dr .:..l!lc o t o tho conversations that occurred in
conncct.i.on wi.t.h Yugos Lav adher-ence to t.ho throe-power pa ct, I
have the honor to confirm to Your Excellency herewith in tho
name of tho Reich Govcrrunent that in t he agr eement between the
Axis powers and the Royal Yugoslav Government the ~xis pcw or
gov~rn~cnts during this war will not direct 11 demand to Yugo­
slavia to permit tho mar-ch or transportation of troops through
the Yugoslc.v State or t orritory. .

Permit me, Mr . Prime Ministor , to expres s tho assurance
of my highest r espects .

JOJ\CHll.1 VON RI BBSNTROp lI

21, 5n-~ . Note of assurance from RIBHiNTROP
to Pr emier Cvetkovich of Yugoslavia, 25 Mar ch 45.

Interrogation of VON RIBBcl~TROP , 8 October
1945 . Pages 1 - 3 incl.
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III

neutrals were to be liquidated one after another .

In July of 1%0 , Hit10r had stated that ho was not in f avor of a

PLANNING , PREPARATION A.L~ EXECUTION OF THE AGGRZSSION

It was at all timos tho intention of the Na~i cons pirators to

187l-PS . Report on Hitler-Ciano meeting
in pres ence of RIBB~NTROP, 12 August 1939 .

Yugoslavia must be liquidated and that the Axis could be strengthened

by the liquidation of Yugoslnvia . Hitler further stated that all "false ll

This was indicated in discussions between Hitlor and Ciano , L2 August

liquidate the Balkan countries en d I1l r't .i cu.lcrLy Yugoslavia and Greece .

1939, in the pres ence of VON RIBBJNTIWP, wh erein Hitler stated that

solution of the Yugoslav pr oblem at that time, showing his continued

··i ,.

1

intention to liquidate t.hat, country when conditions were propitious .

2766-PS. Conferonce , Hitler-Ciano, in
pres ence of RIBB2KTROP, 7 July 1940 .

On 12 November 1940, Hit l er issuod orders to the CommiJ.nder-in- Chief

of the Army to miJ.kc prcpffi'ations for occupation of the Greek mainland

and to the C ommandcr-in-Chi~f of tho Gol1man Air Force (defendant

GOERING) for the us e of the Ai r Force in tho southeast Ba~(ans in

ac cor danco wi t h intunded ground opor nt.Lons ,

444-PS . Directive No . 18, ~ November
1940, signod by Hit l er and. initialed
by JODL.

By t his t ime, Hi t lor had decidod to carry out the Greok campaign

to as si.st, Italy in its conquest of Greec e . In n l atter of November- or

December 1940, Hitlar told Mussol i ni the Greek campaign was ill-timed.

To count er act the bad cons equences , Yugoslavia is t o be m~.da to

cooporat.c in carrying out t he Greek campai.gn,

2762-PS . Lett er , Hitlcr-Mussolini ,
November or Doccmbcr 1940, r o Yugoslavia .
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In December and January, Hitler issued directives and orders

completing the preparat i ons for nav~l, air and land attacks on Greece .

On 13 December, a Hitler order stated that tho invasion of Greec e was

planned and would stert as soon as weather became favorable . The

t composition of combat teams and their routes of march hure given •.
" .

Hitler stated that '~1cn the Greek operation wqs concluded , tho mass

of the troops involved wer e to be empl oye d for a~~ask . Distribution

of this order was made to the OKW, OKL, OKH, OKM, and the General Staff.

On 11 January, Hitler ordered preparation for Gorman armed intervention

in Albania, assisting the Italians against Greece . The Supreme

Commander' of the Navy was directed to pr-cparcTor movement of Gorm.::m

troops to Albania . On 20 January, JODL roported in notes of a rm cting

between Hitler and Mussolini that Hitler stated that one of the

purposes of German troop concentrations in Rumania W.:l.S for usc in his

pl.an for the operation against Greece . This was four months prior

~. to tho attack on Grocce .

e,

r,

l54l-pS . Hitler Order , 13 Dec ember 1940 .

448-PS . Hitler Order No , 22, s i.gnc d by
Hit .Icr- , initialled by KZI'ffiL and JODL,
d~ted 11 January 1941 ,

C-132 . Hitler Order , 14 J anuary 1941,
signed by War 1imont ,

C-13h ' 0 Report on lvicoting, 20 J enucry 1941,
bet ween HitJDr end Mus~lini. Signed by
JODL, RIBB2NTROP and K~ITiL present .

2764-PS . Conference 20 Jnnuary 1941,
Hitler- Mussolini, in the rr cscnco of
RIBB:i:N'IROP, KEITEL and JODL.

In February and l~arch 1941, pl.:l.ns and orders for tho Greek can~aign

were completed and issued . On 19 FebruQry, an OKW order gave decisions

for carrying out tho) Greek campaign , providing for bridging and crossing

the Danube and us c of the ,hr Forces agains t Greek territory. This

order stated that on 26 Febru~ry , pontoon building .rould commence and

- 8-



territorial waters .

the missions of other Axis nl l i cs •

-9-

Hitler wel comed the Yugosl~v pact in the light of the proposed

C-59. Moat Secret ~er, Hitler Headquarters ,
19 February 1941, signed by War l imont .

C-167 . Report of Comm!.'l1der-in-Chief of Navy
delivered to Hitler , 18 March 1941.

C-60. Top Secret Hitler Order signed by
JODL.

On 18 March, def endant RAEDER, in the presence of KEIT'BL and JODL

''Effective irlUilediately the Fuehrer and Supreme Comnl2.nder
of tho Armed Forces has authorized reconnaissance and attack
against al l naval forces (including Greek forces) wi t hin Greek
t err itorial waters surrounding tho island of Crete. II

2765-PS . Conference , Hitler-Ciano, in
VicmnCo, 25 Mar ch 1941.

On 27 March 1941, King Peter II of YugoslaVia and General Simovitch

woul d be completed by the end of Mnrch and that wit.h favor able weather ,

effected a coup d ' etc.t and as a r esult thereof J it was decided by' the

Nazi conspiro.tors thr.t Yugosl~vi ~·. woul d be destroyed Cos n Stl),te,

nctwithstnnding assurences by th e Simovitch government thc.t all pUblic

the c~npaign woul d last only a few days .

and open engagements undertaken in tho p~st by Yugoslnvia would be

succcrss of the Greek operation, st~ting th~t the approach march to Groece

military operation agai nst Grecce .and discussed the prospects of immediato

asked for confirmation that the mole of Greece woul d have to be

occupied oven in the event of .:1. p:;a ccf'u), settlement , and Hitler answered

that camp~ate occu~.tion ~ns a prerequisite to any settlement .

On 24 February, ~ order signed by JODL directed Naval act i on in Greek

Corps was given freedom of act i on in operations against Greek territory.

that the Danube would be crossed on tho '2nd of March. ,The Xth Air

.r espcct od. In tho pr es ence of GOERING, KE I TiL, JODLJ and RIBBENTROP,

Hitler outlcinod the operntions agninst Yugosl~vi~ nnd Greec e and sketched

t

· ( .

( '-,'

l
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"
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,.- r· ~.

"
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ll.46-PS. Mi nutes of meot Ing, e February
1941, 27 Mar ch 1941, Hit l er ardor No. 25,
27 Mar ch 1941, minut es of Hitl¢r meet i ng
27 Marc~. 1941, and e. proposal for coord.ina­
tion of Germnn-It alicm operation aga i nst
Yugoslavi~ , 28 Mar ch 1941.

It is thus apparent that by this time the Nazi conspi rat or s had

fully decided to destr oy Yugoslavi~ irrespective of t he i ntentions of

that country. The act ual plan for military operations, knovm as

Directive No. 25, wC\s issued tho same day, 27 !/b r ch 1941. hmong other

things, it was stated:

liTh e military r evolt in Yugos ltlvia has altered the political
situntion in the Balkans. Even if at first she declares her LoyaLt.y
Yugoslavia mus t be r egarded as an enemy cmd must be crushed as soon
as possible ••• The political t ension vu thi n Yugoslavia wi l l be
increased by mnking pol i t i ca l promisos to the Croats •••As soon as
sufficient forces are-available and the weather'permits tho ground
organization, t he Yugoslav Idr Force end the city of Belgrade will
be destroyed through continuous day and night at t acks by the .i~ir
Forc e. 11

C-6l. Directive No. 25, 27 Mar ch 1941,
signed by Hitlor. (S~e as part of 1746-PS).

The Nazi conspirators wel comed the events in Yugoslavia as they

facilitated tho operation again st Greece. Hitler alvmys considered

Yugoslavia as a factor most dangerous to the actions in Greece. In an

Ar~ High Comm~d order of 30 ~~rch 1941, deployment instructions for

"1"ction 2511 and supplementary i nst r uct i ons for action "Marita" were

issued. In this ordor it was again stated that Yugoslavia would be

considered as an Qncmy even though doclarations of loyalty were made

and that that natLon must be destroyed. as quickly as possible.

2763-PS. Conference, Hitler-Hungarian
Min~stor Sztojoy in pres ence of RIBBENTROP,
27 ~arch 1941. /

C-lll. Page 389 of War Diary, Naval High
Command, initialled by Rj~DER.

1835-PS. Telegram, Hitler to Mussolini,
and reply, 28 Mar ch 1941.

R-95. brmy High Command ordor, dat ed
30 ~arch 1941, sign~d by von Brauchitsch.
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tions a ct i vel y p~ticipilted i n and h ad full !mowledge cf the formula-

and tho GENERJ.L ST;.FF, i ndicating thC',t th es e dofcndant.s and orgnniza:-

Thnt in spite of cxisti!1g treaties and ns suranccs , the Nazi

The cvidcnc o submi.t.t .cd implicates the defendants GOERING,

.i

At dawn on l~pril 6, 1941, 'without warning, the German Armed

... .'

It is submitted that the evidence contained in the citntions set

tion and execution of the planned aggression.

IClTEL, JOD L, Ri',zDE..11. , and VON RIBBZJ.\JTROP, and the OK'N, OKH , 01<L, OKM,

destruction by aggression and nggr ess i vG war of tho Greek a nd

forth in t he Statoment of Evidenc e indicat e conclusively en d clearly

YugosIav Kingdoms .

conspirntors formu1.1 t ed t he plene of dostruct ion, is sued the orders

nnd directives to put these plans into ef fect , a.nd did ef fect the

t he int ention L"1 August of 1939 to subjugat e and destroy t.he neutral

nations, including Grecco and Yug9s1avia .

April 17 , and th e surrender of Greec e on ~pri1 23, 1941 .

of aggress ion termi nat i ng i n t ho surr- en der of the Yugoslav J~rrny on

Forces struck by l and ~nd by ai r at Greece and Yugoslavia in a campaign

,.. ' .
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