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The !~ ee t i ng s at Mont oi r e a~d Hendaye.

After the conclusion of the Thr ee- Power Pact hitler again turned
his at t ent i on to Western Europe . For a time he entertained the idea of in­
volving France as extensively as possible in the cfu~paign against England,
in eddi tion of bringing General Franco into the war on the side of the axis
powers . Thus , in October 1940 he went to France, where he held a conference
""ith Laval in his special train at Montoire, a small town north of 'I'opr-s , A

followed by meetings wi th Franco at Hendnye at t he Eran co-Bpunf sh border
on 2:?· October anc with P et atn in Mont o i r e again on 9. 4 October. Laval was
al so pr es ent at this meeting.

No tangible results follo wed the conferences with Lavel and Petain. The
French pr of es sed fundamentel readiness to undertake ti pol i cy of collaboration
with Germe.ny, but the extent of this collaboration WE-S not determined . At
that time Hitler was plainly ~ore concerned with making 8 fa vorable impression
upon the French publi c through his meeting ,lith Pet .ei.n in whi ch he pl ayed
the part of the magnani mou s con queror, t han to extract concessions on indi­
Vidual points . 'I'he French in turn displayed lively interest in get t i ng e de­
finite statement from Hitler on their colonial empire in Africa , ~pha sizing
the gr eat signigance whi ch such ~ statement would huve for every Frenchman.
Any s t a't emerrt which promi sed that France D).ight retein her Africe.n empire was
impossible however , because of the Italian desisns upon Tuni s i a e nd the
eastern p art of the Sahara down to Lake Chad . In addition, Hitler knew
before the meet i ng at Hendsye that the Spani s h elso want ed to gain terri-
tory at the xpense of the French. Under ;'l.cse ct rcunst ences Hitler sought
to avoid embarrassment by explaining that Germany was interested in hevi ng
France retain her colonial empire , but that indiVidual ar ea s might have to
be ceded to other countries by way of compensation. The ques t i on was not
discussed in any ~ore detail . At the atime Ribbentrop intended that British
possessions on the GUinea coast of AfricB , particularly the rich colony of
Ni ger ia , be used to mak e such compensations after the defeat of Great Britain.

The meeting with Franco in Hcndaye was not completely sati sfactory for Hitler.
Hitler showed Franco beyond a doubt how favorable the chances wer e for
Sp ain to regain Gibraltar, the key to the Medi t er ranea n. Regarding Spanish
territorial desires in Africa , wht ch included al l of Mor occo and the region
of Oren , Hitler avoided cO~llitting t-ims61f, but spoke of the necessity for
as sur i ng France of compens&tions in other ways in the event of territorial
concessions .
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Franco, for his pa r t pur sue d t he tactic of agreeing to every~hinb in pr i n­
ci ple, but wi th reservations whi ch actual.Ly al l owed him f r eedom of choice.
He ~~phasized that Spa i n had to overcome a whol e succession of di f f i cul t i es
whi ch had ar i se n in t he wake of the Civil W ar before it coul d t ake par t
in the war agai ns t England , End made Spam su entry into the 'her condi tional
upon extensive del i ve ries of food s tuffs and war mat e r-Lal.s , In par t t cu.Lar ,
he reserved absol u tely f or hims el f de tormi nat ion of the time when Spai n
s houl d enter the wa r .
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At Henday e, Franco was cL ear-Ly unwilling to commit hims el f irrevo cably.
He wa s certa inly qui t e justified in saying t hat he could not s impl y wi l l
his peopl e in taking par t in t he ....ar on t he spur of t he moment , be caus e t he
p eopl e were not ye t grown to the demands of anot her conflict . It i s possi bl e
however, tbbt he wi sb ed to wei t out t he war a l i t t le furt her, to See whet her
h i t ler ' s sta r " oul d remain in the ascendancy . It i s certain that he would
ha ve been very glad to win such important pr izes for Spai n as Gibraltar end
Mor occo . In retrospect , one mu st say that Franco and his forei gn mi ni s te r
Serra no Suner , were very astute in t heir actions at t hat time. If t hey had
ma de clea r denial to lii tler then , t hey woul d not only have forfel t ed possibl e
opportunities in the future , the shap e of whi ch could not be s een ~ t t hat
time , but al so woul u tave ~p osed the~selves to t he danger of Hi t l er forci ng
his wa y through to G ibralta r with a few armor ed divisions . Such e course
of events was much less pro babl e if they ~reed in pr i ncipl e , ~u t mai nt~ ined

re s er vat i ons , The discussions between hi t l er ~nd Ri bbent r op on ono side , and
Franco a nd Ser r a no Suner on the other continued until nearly tw 0 o ' clock
in the morning . Then , when Hitler and Franco had departed in their resp ec­
tive directions , Ribbentrop finally succeeded in put~ng through rda formu-
lation, though incorporating the re s erve tion ~ which Franco bad made . I t was

then only by ai r pl ane thet Ribbentrop reached Mont oi r e that ar t ernoo n, co as
to be present at the conference of Hitler with P e t at n e nd Laval.




