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~HE ~REAnffiN T OF 'COLLABORATIONISTS IN FRAJJCE

Like the other European countries that wer e occupied by t he Ger-

mans , France wa s fac ed upon liberation wi t h t he pr ob lem of deal ing wi t h

thos e who had co l lab orated with the enemy. The stronges t demand for t he

purge came f r om the Fr ench resistance movement . Gene r a l de G~ul l e had

pre vious ly accepted this demand in principle ; howeve r , he d i f fe red f r om

Res i stance on t he que s tion of how br oad and how dr astic the pur ge should

be , pa r tly be cause he was conscious of the ext reme ly compl ex l egal , e t h i ca l ,

and pr act i ca l prob lems i nvol ved , and pa rt ly be cause he considered the purge

an ob j ective quite s econdary t o t he e stab l ishment of a stable gove r nment ,

t he r e s t oration of national unity , and t he maintenance of due proces s of

l aw.

Except fo r a br i ef pe r i od of popular just ice i mmodiat ely af t er the

liberation of Fr anc e , t he purge ha s been conduct ed i n an orde r ly , l egal

f ashion . Tho s 8r i ous cas es of co llaborat ion ha ve been assimi lated to

t r eason and t r ied und e r t he app r opr i a t e provisions of t ho pena l code . At

fir s t these t rials wer e held by mil itary t r ibuna l s , but t he l a t t er wero

s oon supplanted by "Cour t s of Just ice " whi ch the Pro vi s i ona l GovE: rnnent s et

up to deal vi i th cr ime s of co l laboration . A "Hi gh Cour t of Justice " ha s

be on organized f or the spec ific task of t r ying ox-nombe r s of the Vichy gov-

e r nrnerrt , ~-ihi l e t he Provi siona l Gove rnment ha s in geno ral a voi.dod r etro-

act i ve ponal l e gi slat i on, i t has c r eated ono now cr i.mo , "cLvic un1iror t hi -

noss , " thr ough whi ch l e s ser ~ollaborationists , and pa rt icula rly mombo r s

of anti -nntional organizations , can be punished . The pena l t y fo r "civic

unwor t hi nes s " i s "nat i ona l deg radat ion , " whi ch i nvol vos the lo ss of c i vi c

and economic ri ght s , and , in agg ravated cas us , t he conf iscation of t he

offender 's p rope rty . Cases of t hi s t ype aN t r i ed befo ro "Ci vi c Chambe r s "

at tached t o each Cour t of JUsti ce . Go vernmGnt ordi nanc e s have a lso pr o-

vidod f or t ho opurat i on of t he c ivil s e r vice , each min i stry being r equi r ed
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to cond~ct its own purge , under the control of the r esponsib l e minister .

Ad hoc commi s sions have been f ormed undor gove rnment ~uspi ce s for the

epurat i on af t he nat ional o cono~y . Economic collabora tors have , in ad-

di t i on , been affe cted by a l aw concerning the confiscation of illic i t

profits made through collaboration . In all these purge courts and com.

missions t ho Provi s ional Gove r nment has as s i gne d a l arge role to r epre-

sentatives of Res istance .

Thus f ar the most a ct i ve purge organs have be on the Cour t s of

Justice, which have tried somo 16 ,000 persons , conde~~ing 1 ,458 to death

and 12 .279 to pr i son . The Ci vic Chambers have imposed 11 ,092 penaltios

of national de gradation and have deprived 22 ,487 Frenchmen of the right

to vote . The epur a t i on of the gove r nment has boen carried out wi t h vary-

ing de grees of effect ivene s s by the dif f erent n ini s t r io s , but l ack of of~

ficial s t atistics pre vent s adequate ana lys i s of t his a spect of the purge .

The attempted cpur-at i on of the national economy is-. gene rally conceded t .,
ha ve been i nef f ective . Somo limited pro gr0ss has boon mado i n t he di -

r oction of confisc ating collaborationist profits , over 30 ,000 persons

having ap penred t hus f ar before the confiscation committees . Certain or -

ganizations and i ns ti t utions , which we re pormi tte d and expe ct ed t o . cond uct

a self- pur ge , ' have , wi th a f ew excepti~ns such a s tho trade unions , f ai led

to make a s erious ef f or t t o do so .

The Left and Res i stance movoment s , a l le gi ng that tho r esults thus

f ar a ch i eved by t he pur ge are exce s s i ve l y mea ge r and sloq , have inces _

santly ~ttacked t he Gov0rnment ' s pol i cy a s delibera t ely l enient and l ack-

ing in ene r gy . Geno ral de Gaulle has rnado only tho most minor conc os ..

sions t o such criticisms . He ~D.s bee n supported in his mode rat ion by

ant i . purge fo rce s whi ch , ~10ugh l e s s a r t i culat e t han tho Left and Re-

s i s tnnc o , a rc not without s trength , c s t hGJr include the Catholic Church ,

the parties of Catho l i c per suas i on , and tho great bulk of conservative

Frenchmen . The is sue , the r ef or e , is cloarly joinod , and t~c unsettled

problem of the purge promises to continue having a significant divisive

ef fect on "t he course of French politics .
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I . INTRODUCTI ON

A. The Nat ure of t he Purge Problem

lVhen the Gormans came t o France in 1940 t hey found a number of

Fr enchmen wi l l i n g to co-operat e with t hem. Of t hes e collabor~t ionists ,

many were opportunists a t t racted by the possibilities of personal pro ­

fi t and c dvancement , and se emingly indifferent to considerations of pa­

triotism; a f ew wore act ua l ly convinced of tho desirability of ~ ~­

prochement with National Socialist Ge rmany ; most of thom , however co l ­

l aborated more or less unw.i Ll i .ngl y bec ause they lacked t he courage to

t ake the r i sks of r e s i s t ance , and it was difficult to r emain neutral .

Tho lattor gr oup f elt itself pr otected by the f act that its a ct i ons were

sanctioned by an ostensibly l ogal gove r nment , organiz ed under the high

authority of Ma r sha l Pctain , who , following the collapse of France , r e­

ce i ved a vote of f ul l powers f ro m tho lti ona l Assem~ly to draw up c new

const i t ut i on for Fr ance .

Like the other European countries that had been occupied fo r a

long pe riod by the Germans , France was f ac ed upon i ts liberation wi t h

t he prob l em of dealing wi th those who had collaborated with the enemy .

H~~y of the country 's most patriotic and a ct i ve clements considerod that

t he new and heo.lthy political life to which they looked f onvard cou ld

not be es tab l i shed without de s t .rcyi.ng the influenc e of t hos e who through

gr eed , er r or , or weakness had betrayed the inte r ests of the nation . For

t hose who had r es i s t ed the Germans the purge was a l so a psychic necessity.

The years of German oppression had built up i n t hem a tremendous r esent­

ment aga i ns t t hos 0 who had profited by Franco 's downfall and assisted t ho

Ge rmans in exp l oi t i ng and pe rsecuting tho Fr ench peopl e . The pen t - up bit­

t erne s s which exi st ed particula rly among the Left and Resistance fo rce s ,

and tl~J widespread des i r v f or justice and vengeance could be assuage~ only

by the speedy and exe mpla ry punishment of co llabor ationists .
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B. The Attitude of Resistance
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The demand fo r a tho rough-going purge was nowhere stronger than

among the r esistants , who were an imated not on ly by ordinary patr iotism

but also ~y tho fact that the i r acti vities had m~de them the special ob-

ject of counter-measures by the collabora t i onis t police and propag and i st s .

Before l i bera t i on the und e rground press ceasoLos s Ly and veh emently de -

mandod a swift , s e vere purge . The c landestine newspaper- Rc·sistanco i n

its spec i c L purge issue of 25 January 1943 declared , fo r instanc e : "The

first act of the Governnont of Liboro.tion must be the unrelenting de -

struction of thos e guilty of treason , and tho investigation of t hose r o-

sponsible fo r the defeat of Franco . Afte r the liberat i on of our country

the re can be no t nsk of greate r urgency , fo r up on this a l l e l se d epends . "
,-

Resistance also str ess ed tho thesis that the purge was a politica l nece s -

sity fo r France : "Fr ance cannot hope to be re s t or ed or t o r ecover her

t r aditional place in tho wor l d un l ess she a ch ie ve s Q. social and mo ral

r e vol ut i on . This she cannot do if thos o who govdr n ho r gi ve way to woak-

ness or compromis e toward thos e who l ed Fr ance to defeat a nd dofi l ed he r

through be t rayal . lI l

To r os i s t ant s of Socialis t or Communist orientation , the purge

held .f or t h anothe r attracti'm possibility : it might be made the instru-

mont fo r the destruction of the old r uling cl asse s in France and t hei r

replacement by men of the Left . This belief appea r s , howeve r , to have
I

played a distinctly mino r r ol e in gene ral

purge is sue .

C. Posi t ion of Gener al de Gaull e

Res istance sentiment on the

During the ea r l y pr o- liberation pe riod Gene ral de Gaul l e f ul l y en -

dor sed the principle that a purge was to t ak e place whon France was freod•

• cceptance of this principle was w1doubtedly noc essary to him fo r the

purpose or' obtaining the support of tho Resistance movement . lit one t ime ,
I

moreove r , De Gnulle displayed a t least a l i mi t ed pe rson~l enthus iasm f or

the purge , saying that Fr-ance coul d not omit punishing "t hose who bo t r aycd

1 . R~sistance , 25 January 1943 .
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her and do 1i VB r ed he r to t he enemy . ,,1 France , declared the General , "must

not sheath t he sword of justice ."

The closer De Gaulle came t o power , however , the more moderato be -

came hi s exp r e s sed vie.rs on tho pur ge . Thi s change of empha s i s m~y have

been mot ivated in par t by t he f ear that ~ drastic purge ~oul d a l iena t e

public opinion in Great Britain and the United States , upon whose support

he depended . Fur t he rmore , r robably bec o.use he f eared that any outbreaks

of popu Lar vio l ence miGht undd rzitno tho stabili t y of his gove rnment , De

Gaul l e insisted that the purge must be carried out by the state a lone , in

acc or dunco wi t h l aws Lai d down by it . "Just i ce, " he sn i d at C::tsablanco.

on 10 August 1943 , "is the business of tho state , act i ng exc l us i ve l y in

tho s e r vice of Franco .• •• The purge wi l l be conducted o.s it should bo ,

in t he norma l f ashion , f ro m nbovo , and under tho aut hor i ty and re spons i bil-

i t y of those who ar e charged wi th carrying i t out •••. A crowd of Frenchmen

were l ed a s t ray by t he ac t ion of t he Vi chy gove rnment . j cvc rthe lc s s , de-

spi t e eve r yth i ng , thes e t oo a rc Frenc~~en . They a re pa r t of Fr~nce . Na-

tur ally those oraong t hem vrho pe r sonc l Ly pnr t i c ipatc d in a wi cke d pol i cy

mus t be gotten out of t he way ( ccartes) j so me of t hem a l ready have been .

St i ll othe rs wil l be . But, I r epeat , i t is the business of t he state . "

Later declarations of Gene r al de Gaulle mad e it even more evi dent

that his ideas on the conduct of t he pu rge diff ered sub s t ant i nl l y f r om

thos e of Resistanc e . In J anuary 1944 he s t a t ed with d c l abc r a t e cnphas is ,

"France has need of a ll he r children ; of thos e whomevent s pr ovod ri ght ,

and then of a l l the others , of a l l those who are wor thy of s ervi ng her .

I submit this sta t oncnt f or your considerntion . ,,2

D. Difficulties of the Purge

The l e g~l , et h i ca l , and pr~ctical problems connected with t he

purge were compl ex and difficult , a s beccme e vi dent even before libera-

tion in the mino r epura t i on conducted i n No r t h Af rica .

In the f i rst place , how Wt.l.s " col l abora t i oni s t" to be defined ? Only

a pa r t ial answer was afforded by the government ordinances which distinguished

in a gene ra l way the majo r classifications of collaborationists :

1-
2 .

Speech at Casablanca, Fr ance - Ame r i que , 22 Augus t 1943 .
Spee ch at Dak ar , l'Echo d lAlge r , 27 J anuary 1944. .
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1 . On t he highe s t l evel were the men who constituted t he Vi chy

r egime, headed by ni~r sha l Petain a s Chi ef of state and Pierre La val a s

Chbf of Government .

2 . This r egime functioned t hrough a civil service which , t hough

seriously infiltratod by r osistants , in the main accommodated itsolf to

Vichy.

3 . A host of propagandists , writers , journalists , and r adi o sp eak ers

contributed their tal ent s to t he German caus e .

4 . Many of t hos e who controlled the f'Lnanc i.nL, industrial , r.nd

do~ercial r esources of France placed t hen at the service of the occupying

power .

5 . Sone Fr enchn en had become membe r s of pol i t i cal or ganiza.tions

which i mitated and wor e i ns pired by the Germans , and whoso object was

t o t ight en the bonds of collaboration be tween Fr ance and Germany or to

fos t er the s pread of national ' soc i a l i s t ideas . Typical organi zat i ons

of thi s sort we re 't he Gro upe Collab orati on , the Parti Populaire Fran~ais ,

the Ra.ss embl ement Nat iona l Populaire , and the Association nationalc des

travailleurs fr a.nC,ais :::: Allemn.gne .

6 . 'On the 10 'lest level of collaboration we re th ose Fre nchmen who .pe r -»

sonc.lly pe r fo r med tho wor k of vi gilf\nce and r epression i nvolved in the

maint enanc e of the re ~ime , such as pol i ce enga~e d in detec ting resis tants ,

membe r s of t he 11i l i ce , and informants in the pay of the Gestapo .

Thes e broad clas s i f i cations , however , were of little a s s i s tance in

determining i ndi vidual guilt .
f)

Did 0. gove rnmen t off ic i n. l b ocorao t aint ed

with collabora t i oni sm mor ely by cont inuing to work f or Vichy? Gener al

Henri Honor~ Gi raud , who was first in control in Nor t h .~fric a , declar ed

in 0. no t e of 27 up r il 1943 t o De Gaulla tha t he ag r eed collaborationists

should be pun i shed , but t hat "ono should not include i n , t hi s t orn Fr cnch-

men who have r e s is t ed t he enemy whi l e r ema i ning a t t heir pos t s , whe re their

t ask has of t en boen moro di ff icul t t han that of tho s ~ who ha ve l eft France

and served he r abr ond , II In t he t r i a l of Pi e r r e Puchou , ex-Vi chy I'.ii n i st e r
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of t he Interior, wh i ch t ook plac e i n Nor t h Africa in ear ly 1944, the
.

J ourt did not find that Puc heu had vi olo.ted French l aw by the sole f act

of being a member of tho Vichy regi me . ~gain , was 0. gene r al t o be cx-

cused for his dealings with the Germans if he coul d provo tho.t he had

acted hone stly and s ince re ly , be l i e vi ng t hat Vichy'To.S a l e ga l government

and t hat he was obeyi ng t ho l o.wful orders of 0. l o.wful supe rio r ? How l ate

could a pe r son o.bandon Vichy , a s Pucheu did , and ye t be r ehabi lito.t cd us

~ good Frenchmen ? Wo.s an industrialis t u co l laboration ist if ho did

work on German order , but wi t h t he Object of prevent i ng the depo rtat ion

of h is worke r s t o Ge rmany ? Thes ..:: we re questions not sus ce pt i ble of un

ea sy answer .

In addit ion , the purge rais ed a l o.rge number of pr act i ca l di ff i -

cul t i c s . France had been unde r the Gc rmo.n occupation and the Vi chy r o-

gi rno fo r ove r fou r yea r s . .f.,. broad def i ni t i on of co Ll abo r at I on wo..s l ike l y

to include such fl. l argo number of Fr enchmen that thei r elimi nat i on wouLd

seriously hamper the r es t o r a tion of Franc e . Hus i t wise t o attempt such

an e l i mi na t i on , in view of Fr ance ' s weak en ed condl"tl"on? . d Of ' t. inc 1 1 was

wi se , how co~ld t ho pur ge be ca r ried out in n l e ga l and orderly fashion ,

cons ide r ing that the magistro.cy and the pol ice fo r co s of Fr unce were

themselves ~ore t han like l y to be decimated by the purgo ? Could such a

purge be conducted without outbr eaks of popul a r vio lence , or w i t hout pr o-

cee di nc; s of summar-y justice , ei t her of which mi15ht alienat e Great Br itai n

an d t he Uni t e d State s and l e ad to inte rnal chaos? Co uld a vigo rous ,

drast ic purge be carried out ·..:i thout provoking outright r evol ution?

Final ly, the purc;e invo lved several problems f rom the l e gal po i nt

of v i ew, The French Penal Code ade quate ly covere d t he cla s sic f'orms of

t reason t o the state , but not the spe cial t~rpe s wh.ich occur red unde r the

guise of coll abora t ion . There f ore , at <;he outset of the pur ge it was

ne cesnary t o face the a lte rnatives of al lo -~n~ many acts of collaboration

to go unpuni she d , or e l se of pass ing retroacti ve l aws , u so luti on r e pug -

nant to t he systems of justice prevai l i ng. in the domo c rati c vro s te r n world .

l'Iore ove r , in view of t he large number of cases of collaboration and t he

limited capacity of the French cour~s, a wi de s pr e ad purGe i nevi t ably me an t
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the estab l ishment of s pecial tribunals wi th a cco le rated procedures , a l ­

though Fr ance unde r the Vichy r egime had had a n ove rdo se of such s peci~l

t r ibunal s .

Cons c ious of t he se numerous vexatiou s diffi cul ti es , De Gaulle a p­

pro ache d t he purge wi t h understandabl e caution nnd mode ration . However ,

in the incompatibility of this caution vri t h the demands of Res is tanco l ay

t he seeds of [l conflict that was to come t o f ull fl ower dur ing tho l a t er

conduc t of the purge .
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II . THE LEGAL BASIS OF THE PURGE

A. The Cr imes of Co l labor at ion

i~ll of the mo re serious crimes of co l labor ation , i . e . • tho se a s-

similable to t reason and i n vol ving tho impos i tion of t he death pen a l t y

or of imprisonme~t , a r e being t r i~d .under 1 0 gislati o~ existing ~rior to

tho war . These crimes f all unde r . t he penal t ie s of il.rt icles 715 ot se q •

..". I" ) h(Dos c r imos et de U t s cont re l a sure t e de l'Etat of the Fr enc

Ccd e , wh i ch though orig inal ly int ondod to cover the us ual fo r ms of t reason

t o the stat8 , a r e i n f act so broadl y f ormul a t od t ha t by liberal int or-

preb.tion they can be emp loyed agn i ns t, the unexpected t ypes which occu r re d

in tho gui s e 'of co l l abo rat ion . Thos o a r t ic les prohib it s uch c r imes ~ s

"int olligcmco with t ho ene my . II a f'o r rnuI n appl Lc cb Lc to a l arge va r i o'ty of

tho so - ca l l ed " anti-national ac t s " commi t t ed i n tho Occupc.t ion pe r iod .

Tho ve ry br ead th of thos e f'or muLao was so gr cut , nowcvo r , that

t oo br oad an i ntorprc: t o. tion throa t en od t o mak e an excc s s i yo number of

Fr-enchmen liable t o Ln d i.c tmorrt , The Provisiona l Government , the refo re

enacted a Law which pr ovided thn.t no one , is to be charged wi th collabora-

t i on i n a ca se wher e ho (1) me r e ly executed , without any pe rsonal i ni-

tia t i vc , orde rs or i nstructions du ly given to h im, or (2 ) mer ely pe r f ormod

his pr of e s s iona l dut i es wi t hout voluntari ly c omm i t ting any ar.t i - na t iona l

act . l However . t his saving claus e is inopor C!.tive when t he pe r son con-

cornod co ul d ha vc a voided pe r f or mi ng tho a rrt i vn c t i oneI a c t , and when his

r espons i bili ty and mo r a l mrt ho r i ty vro r e such thn t his r efusa l wouI d have

served the cause of nat ional f r eedom. Nor can t he pl en thl'1.t the defendant

did nothing mo r e t han obey orde rs bo accept ed i n a~y ca s e of denuncia-

t ion , act s of pe r so na l vio l en ce . or de l ive r i es of c r t i cb s , mate r i a ls . or

i nf orrno. tion t o the enomy.

B. Ci vi c Unwo r th ine s s (Indi gnit : Nat ional e )

Many collaborators committod nct s which did not violate any a r t i c le s

of t he Fanal Code , but whi ch nevertheless a re considered to have been harm-

f ul to the int erests of Franco and t o ha ve f allon bolow the st andards of

po.tric tism which the country ho.d ~ riGht to expect of its c it i zens . To

Journal Officiel de 10. Rep ubl i que Fran~aise (hereafter referred to
as JO) , 6 July 1944 ,-p. 535 .
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r each t hose coll aborators , t he Provisional Gove r nment issued the Ordinanc e

of 26 l.ugu s t 1944 , def i n i ng a new of fe nse : " . . th ' ,,1c~ v~c unwor ~ne5 S . Thi s

l aw is un doubtedly of a r etroacti ve character , inasmuch a s i t pun ishe s

act s not l ega lly de f i ned a s cr i me s at tho time they were c o~nittcd . The

l aw is of s pecial interest because it comes closer than ~ny othe r gov-

o r nraorrt o r di nance t o givi ng a mi.n Lrnum dofinition of eoLl. nbo r ut Lon , Ac-

cording t e its t.o r ns a l l Frenchmen a re gui lty of c i vi c unworth i ne s s who
\

subsequent to 16 June 1940 voluntar i ly aided Ger~~ny or i t s all io~ , d i ...

r ectly or i ndirec tly, or who vol unta r i ly cOr.lnitted an of fense ab~inst the

uni t y of t he na tion , 0 r the 1 i borty and oqunL'i t y of Frenchmen . By way

of fac il itct i ng the work of t he purge c our t s under t his l aw, p a r-t i.c i pa 't Lon

i n the Vi chy go vernment und in ~ortain other group s is specif i cally

stated in the l aw t o constitute in itself the crime of c i vic unwo rthi ne s s .

Among the groups named in the l avf a re tho Vichy p r-opc .gcndn se r vice s and

the Commiss o.ria t fo r Jewi sh .1.f f airs , and vn r i ous co l lc..borat ioni s t , po l i -

tical and pa ra-mi l i ta ry organ i zc t ions 'i nc l udi ng tho Mi l icc , t ho L~ gion

des Vo lonta i rc s Fr~nqais , the Parti Populaire Fran~ais , the Groupe Col-

Lab or-c t i on , and t he Ro.ssemblement Nn.tiono. l Popu La i r o , The Law aLso de -

clares that intellectuc..l or a r t i s t i c e f fo r t s in beha l f of collab ora t i on

or in advo.nce mo nt of t otalitn.rian doctrines f all wi t h i n tho definition

of na t i onal unwo r tnfno s s , The pcnaI ty e s tab l i she d fo r civil unwor-t.h ines s

is nat iona l dogradat ion ( d6 g~adation nat i onal e ) , a complex of fo ur teen

int erdictions i nc l uding dop r rv a t.i.on of tho vote , pr-oh i b i tion of hol ding

any of f i ce of hono r and t r ust , and exclusion f r om a number of occupat ions

invol ving tho pub lic inte re st . In ndd i tion comple t e or par t i c I confis -

cation of t he ~:.c cusod por son ' s prope rty can be de c reed . Punishment und8r

this l av! docs not act a s a bar t o further pr oc eodings under the Ponc..l

Code if the individuc1 conc erned can bo convicted of 0. s?ecific crime cove r ed

by thQt l egislation .

1. JO, 28 Au~ust 1944 , p 767 .
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The Provisional Government r.Lso f ound i t nec essa ry to adopt specia.l

moasures to clec..ns e the gOVB rlli~ent serv~ce of collabor~tors , the b~sic

l aw pa s s ed being that of 27 June 1944 . 1 The go ve rnm~nt pe rsonnel n.ffected

by this law and its subs oquent ~1endments a r e :

1. Tho mr.g i.s t .rntes of tho judicir- l and administro.tive se r vi.cc s ,

2. Functiona ries and employees of ~ l l typos , whether emp l oyed

by the state or othe r pub l i c bodies , or by an or gan i.sm c r cat.ed by public

l aw and allotted publ ic funds , or by an enterpris e opcrc t ing on conces -

sion by the sta t e , or by any lesser pol i t i ca l body t.han t ho state .

3 . iniste r i nl of f i ce r s (officie rs minist~riels) .

4 . Members of the llr mod Forces , or of para -military or gan i zat i ons

such a s t he Youth Camps (Charrt i.o r-s de Jounc s so },

The i ndi vi dual s punishab lo by this l eg islation include those who

have : ( 1) f a vored t he ente rprises of tho enemy, whatove r thei r natur e ;

( 2 ) obstr ucted the wc.. r effo rt ef Fr ance or he r ~l l i o s, no t ably by de -

nun c i a tions ; (3 ) commi ttod offense s ag ainst constitutional institutions

or fundamental pub l i c liberties; or (4) knOWingly benefited , or a t tempt ed

to benefi t , mate rially from the app l i cat ion of Vichy l aws .

Pennlties unde r this law wure ap plied by admi n i s t rn t ive a ct ion ,

an d r anged f r om dismissal wi t ho ut pens ion down t o mere t.rans I'or , Tho

pe r son conc e rnud could a l so be forbidden t o exe r c i se his profo s s i on , either

pe rmane ntly or f or 0. fixed por iod of time . Such punishment did ~ot nct

as D. bur t o indictment befor e the 'Cour t of Justice of the Civic Chambe r . (See
below)
D ~ Economic Epurat ion

1 . Economic Relations with the E nemy . Pena l tie s f or e conomi c co l -

l ab oro. tion could be i mpos ed unde r t he dec ree - law of 1 Sept enber 1939,

which fo rb ade a l l economic r e l ations , di r ect or ind i r ect , berNeen French-

men and the enemy , subject to a number of mino r except ions such as co r -

Z'
r es pondence with prisone rs of wa r . The De Gaul le gove rnnent i ssued a

1. J O, 6 July 1944 , p , 536 .
2. JO, 4 Septembe r 1939 , p . 11091 .
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further clarifying ordinance on this subject on 6 October 1943 . 1 However ,

neither the cl a rifyi ng or di nance nor the ori ginal de c r ee - l aw was suffi-

c i ent l y deta iled to dea l vii t h t he cornp Lex ques tions of c conomi.c co llab -

orat ion whi ch a r ose i n Franco af te r June 1940 . In p~rticular , t he so l aws

did not take suffic i ent cognizance of the f act that the r o ex i sted in

France a de f acto r egime claiming to be the l e gi t i ma t e govornment of tho

French state , and that Fr ance wa s occupied by an en emy power whic~ of ton

i gnored both the Hague Convention and tho r est of int ernational l [~vJ .

It wa s therefore necessary t o def i ne more prec i se ly t he s itua t i ons i n

which e conomi c r e l ations ~ould be puni shab l e , a need which was fill ed ,

r ather belo.todly , by the ordinance of 29 Me.r ch 1945 "conce rn i ng commer-c e

wi t h the enemy i n t orritories occupied or controlled by tho enemy . "2

This law dec lar ed t o b e pun i shab Lo a Ll, c ommer-ce vr i th t ho enemy , VI i t h a

f ew minor excep t ion s suc h a s send i n!; packages t o Fr enc h pr i sone r s of

wa r , or mak i.n j; o r di na r y r ot a i I s a Lo s t o Gerrnan s ol diers i n Pr anco , Largc-

scalo economi c r elation s ne ro doc l a r od puni shnb lo uncler t ho Penal Code

a s forms of t .rc nscn , l ess or vi ol a t i ons undor t he mor c l enion t provi s ion s

of the decree-lnw of 193 9 . The max imum penal ty under t he l att er l~w

W:l. S i mprisonnent f or fi ve year s . ;.c ts po rf' or med und e r cons t r a irrt , or

:l.c t s pe r f ormed i n the me r e fulfillment of ono ' s profo ss i onal obl igat i ons

or in oxe cut i on of orde r s , wero al so e xompt ed f' r-ori punishment , p r-o v i ded

no atno rma l prof i t had been r ece i ved . In gene ral , t o e scape pun i sh-

ment f or r el n.tions wi t h the ene my it was nece s so.ry to shovl t hat no ol e -
.

men t of pe r sona l i ni t i ative had ente red i nt o tho act . For s or i ous c ~sc s

t he Courts of .Jus t i co o r the .iil i t p.ry Tr ibuna l s wo r c de c l a red c ornpc t.orrt j

f or mino r co. ses the r e gular crimi nal cou rts . Profi ts of such illegal

econon i c r e l n. tions vrere de cl C\ r ed subject t o confi s cat ion un der the Ordi -

no.nce of 6 JQnua ry 1945. Application of ponalt i e s unde r t he Ordinan ce

of 29 Enr ch 1945 did not a c t a s a ba r t o pro s e cut ion of tho same a c t s

on the charge of trens on or esp i ona ge .

1 . JO, 9 October 1943 , p . 184 .
2 . -TDid. , 30 Har ch 1945 , p , 1710 .
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2 . The Epurat ion of Ente rp r i se s . The Ordinance of 16 Oc t ober 1944

lIconcerning the epuro.t ion of onte rp r i se s ll was motivated by the Government ' s

f ear that tho a ct ion of t he purgo courts might bo s lo\' . and t hat m~ny

economic co l labo rnto rs might not be t r ied fo r t heir crimes until sone

t i~e h~d elapsed. l It was con s ide red ~~suito.blo that such col labo rato r s

shoul d continuo t o ho ld positions of honor and trust in tho e conomic

lif e of the country . The ord i na nce t herefore provi ded f or the r emoval

fr on 0.11 impor tnnt e conomi c po s i t ions of rvny pe r sons vrho had contributed

to t ho o.dVo.nceMent of the enemy ' s ent e rpr i se s , or who ho.d obstructed

t he Fr ench war ef fo r t . The wor s t penalty that could be impos od undor

t hi s Law vn:e d i smis scI from tho pos i t ion he ld , togethe r with !L pr ohibi-

tion against hol ding any pos ition of uut ho r i ty in t he ente rp r i se or pr o-

f cssion concerned . ~ .. l a t e r amendmerrt wi dened the r ange of pun i shmerrts ,

so tho. t i n t he l ess serious co.ses tho culpri t could be l et of f wi th 0.

r-epr Inan d , wh i Le in t he rnor c se r Lous c n se s so vc r-e r :,eno.l t ics t hem thos e

n Ll owcd i n the o r i.gi.noI Lnw could be imIJOscd . 2 l~ll l'cna1 t i e s unde r the

l o.w of 16 Octobe r 1944 e. re r ega r ded a s t omporc..ry , and nre superseded o. s

soon a s a purge court ha s r uled concerning the gu ilt of tho pe rson £\.f -

f ec t ed.

3 . The Conf iscation of Illicit Profits . To supplement t he ot he r

penal tie s i mpos ed on economic c o l lr.bo r a to r-s , the Government issued 0.

compr-ohens i w:: de c ree provid ing fo r the confi scation of ['.11 il li c i t pro -

fi t s made by Frenc hmen dur i ng the oc cupat ion thro ugh LLlcgcl r e l ations

with the eneMY , or thro ugh vio ln.ti on of pr ice , cxchangu , !Lnd othe r gov-

e rnment m g ula tions , or throut;h h['.ving t akcn C'.dv['.ntago of Cerman c.cts and

decroes di rected uga inst special gro ups of Frencm~on , e .g . Jows , Free -

masons , and Cormun i s t .s , The ord i na nce not only cove r s t he r ec ouping of

suc h i llic itly a cqu i r ed b:~ins , but a l so po r mi t s c, pun it ive fino to be

l e vied on such economic collabora t ors , and in aggravated cases even a l -

l ows the confiscation of tho ~a l cfactor 's ot he r pr ope r ty . The l aw sets up

a conpl i cQted f ormula fo r calculating the amount of t he il licit pro f i t . 3

1 . JO, 16-17 Oc t ober 1944 , p . 965 .
2 . Ord i nance, No. 45-511 of 29 Ma r ch 1945; JO, 30 Ma rch 1945 , p . 171 3.
3 . Ordinance of 18 Octobe r 1944 , JO 19 Oct ober 1944 , p . 988 ; ru~endc d and '

confi ded , Ordinunc o No . 45-15 of 6 Janua ry 1945 , JO, 7 Januo.ry 1945 , p . 92 .
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No l egisl a t i on ha s yet boen pa.s sed doo. ling s ::,ocio.lly o.nd de fin i t i ve ly

wi th the cr i me of poLdt i ca l coLlabo r nt ion . Howe ver , t he Govcrnncnt (:e-

creed that a l l nembor s of Parliamont who voted for grant i ng p6t~in ful l

power s i n 1940 woro ineligible for the Provisional Consul tat i ve !.s sembly

and f or t he l a t er municipal e loct i ons , subjec t t o an opportuni t y t o prove

that they had r ehabilita t ed themselves by t hoir subsequent r osistanco

ac t .i vities . l The Gover nraerrt a l so t ook moo.sure s to have t he courts de -

c l aro i neligible to voto ~ l l thos e who be longod t o ant i -nat ional orgo.ni -

zations , r egardless of whethe r such per so ns had ye t r eceived the i r ful l

day in court . In othe r r es pects the pur ge of po l i t i ca l fi Gures ho.s beGn

l eft to the gene ra l l aws r e garding oollaboration and to tho ext ro.- lego. l

ope ra t ions of t he par t iu s t o whi ch they belonged.

1 . an : European NeVIS Dige st , 10 ~·.pril 1945 .
2 . New York Tinos ,-ro-Fobr ua ry 1945 .
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III. THE HA.CHHJERY AND OPERATION OF THE PURGE

A. The Pe r i od of Popular Jus ti ce

COl\TF IDENTIAL

Although t he pur ge on the whole has bee n carried out i n a l e ga l

and orderly fashion, summary exe cut ions of no t or ious col l aborationists

took pl ace i n t he initial period of liberation. The number of persons

de alt wi t h out of hand by popul a r justice will never be known accurately,

but it may have amounte d to seve ral hundre ds , In some case s gr oup s of

the Fre nch For ce s of the Interior held informal and irre gular drumhe ad

courts-martial . In addition, numerous shavings of heads and les3er

penal t ie s we re imposed . The Government very so on gai ne d complete

cont r ol of the situation , and t his period of illegality came t o a rapid

c l ose . It does not appe ar that t here wa s any concerted desire to

supplant or prevent the establ i shment of the Gove rnme nt ' s aut hor i t y ;

t he execut ions t ook place in areas to vmi ch the Gove rnme nt had not bee n

ab le to e xtent its power s , and we re gene ral ly confinod t o case s of

local collaborators we l l kno,vn f or t heir pa st offenses .

A more se r i ous pr ob lem ';rs pre se nte d by the f nc t t hat dur i ng

this s ame pe r i od a substa ntial !number of people was arre ste d and

i nterned, oft e n on vague gr ounds ~~d without t he lodging of any spe c i f i c

charges . A basis f or adminis t rative internment Was pr ovi ded by the

decree-law of 18 Nove mbe r 1939, applicab l e to 'i ndi vi dua l s f ound

dan ge r ou s t o pub l i c se cur i ty , b ut i n many Cases dur i ng the pe r i od of

liberation no such finding had bee n made . The number of t hese int ernees

soon re ache d the propor t i ons of 0. public scandal . The Gove rnme rrt did

not ho.ve the j udi cial pe r s onne l t o investi gate r apidly t he i nte rnee s !

cases and it wo.s af rai d t o rele as e them wi t hout i nvesti go.tion . 1 As a

r esult many persons l at er pr ove d complete ly innoc ent wore he ld fo r

mont hs wi thout a chanc e t o answer charges . Special "sifting commi ssions"

we r e se t up by the Gove rnme~t to cle ar the int ernme nt camps , but as

l at e as Feb r uary 1945 the r e vro rc still thous ands of uninvest i gate d

internees in such camps and prisons a s Drane y and Fre sne s . Vigor ous

1 . OSS so urce S-R , 12 October 1944 .
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protests about thi s situa t i on came f r om a l l s i de s , even from the Commun d s t -s

and s uch o rgani zation s as the " Le a gue f or t he Rights of Han, " ne i the r

of which groups wa s l e niently di spos8 d toward coll aborationists . The

Hiniste r of the I nt er i or pr omise d i n J anun.ry 19 45 t hat he woul d N cti fy

the situa tion in the s ho rte st possible time , but actually t he t 8mpo

with whi ch the internoo s wore e i t he r r-e Le e.se d or r cmando d for trial

remadne d s Low, 1

B. The mIitary Tribunal s

Becau se t he Provisional Government anticipat ed that Fr~~ce would ·

be liberated gradual l y , and because it did not vnsh to delay tho s t n.rt

of the pu rge until France h ad bo en Wholly liberated , it mn.de speci n.l

provision f o r mi l i t ar y tribunn.ls to be s e t up wi thi'n the zones of

military o pe r- a tri.oris , 2 These courts supcrsededall civi l jUl'isdictions

whe reve r t he sta t0 of sie go exi s te d in France , and sinco Franco h(td be en

l e gally in a state of s iege since September 1939 , tho military t i rbunal s

r omad.no d the sole pur ge courts 'un td 1 thoy were re p l ace d by courts of
,,

justice e s tabli sho d unde r the l aw of 26 June 1944 (below) . They operated

under the Code of Hil i t ary Justice of 1928 . In some a re a s the military

tribun(tls WO N trying coll aborationists until well into Nove mbe r 1 944.

The j u s t i ce mete d out b y the s o co ur t s wa s swift and seve r o , m1i lo

official stn.t i s t i c s h rwo not boo n r eleased , it a ppe ar e t.hrrt a s of

1 Fe b r-uar-y 19 45 thoy had t r ied some two t hous and c nso s , in nine hundred

of whdch the y h nd decreed the do a th pe nol ty. 3

C" The Courts of Justice

Ono of tho p r inc ipal difficulties f acing the Gove rnment at the

outsot of the purgo was the e s tab l i s hment of n system of courts to do n. l

wi th crime s of c o Llabo r rrtd on , Th i s po oblem was solved in t he Or-di n nn ce

of 26 June 1944 , " c once r ni ng t he reprossion of crimes of c o Llab or-et i cn ;" 4

This ord'i ncncc institut ed 0. new and spec i e.l " cou r t of justice " (~ de

justice) wi th the obje ct of pr ov i di ng n s peo dy t r if.',l f or t h ose act s of

1. · Pr e s s i n t o l . Paris , 4 January 1945 .
2 . OrdiIia--nca- of 6 J une 19 44 , JO, 6 Jul y 1944 , p. 534 .
3 . Monde . 22 February 1945 .
4 . ~o , 6 July 1944 , p . 535 j ('~e ndo d ~nd codified, i b i d. 1 28 Novembe r 1944,

p:- 1540 .
CONFIDENTIAL



- 15- C01"FIDENTIAL

collaboration con ~ ; 'tweon 16 June 1940 and the Li be r rrt Lon of

Franco . It speciC_.~ th~t such ~ct s , in ordor t o bo considered cr ime s ,

must hnvo vi olate d tho French pe no.I l egislation in force on 16 J u..YJ.e 1940 .

In pursunnco of this ordinanc e , one such court , divisible into sections

where no ce s s i tate d by the v ol ume of wor k , hns boon sot up nt the sont

. of each of the ~~enty-seven nppc l l a to judicial districts . The Courts

of Justice hnvo t ho folloWing distincti1re fe nturGs not to be f ound in

the ordinary French court :

1 . The Court is composed of a magistrate , four jurors , and a

gove rnment commissioner ( commisso.ireY who act s a s prosecuting o.tto rne y .

2. Juries Qre chosen, ~~ th the assistnnce of the departmental

Commi tteo of Li bo r rvtd orr, exc l us i ve ly from nnong t hose "who have novo r

ce a sod to Give e-vi dence of nrrtd onnl scrrtdmcrrbs s " That is t o sny , tho

juries a re or di.na r dLy s t.af'f'e d by ex- re s i stant s .

3 . V;ome n can serve on t he jury.

4 . The Court cnnnot givo suspended sentence s ,

5 . Ge ne r ally spe aking, pr ocedure in tho Courts of Justice is

similnr to that in tho r e Gul ar French courts , an d the rights of the

defense a re fully prc sc rvod, but te chni cal f lows do not constitute

gr ounds fo r mistri al un l.c s s t hey injure the e s sonti ctl ri ght s of t he

defe nse .

6 . il.ppoo.l s from tho decision of t he Court of Justice can be

mnde t o n spec inl section of the Appe l lnte Cour t , but he ro ngai n pro­

cedures a rc uncommonly swi f t , an d delibo ro.tc de I nys a re impossible .

7 . The Court of Justice hns jurisdiction onl y over c ns~s whose

invostigntion is initiated not l ater t han six mont hs from the tot£\.l

libe ration of Franc e .

By f ar tho bul k of ~10 serious purge cns Os in France hns been

handle d by the Courts of Justice . Accor di ng to official stati s t i c s ,

up to 30 Apr il 19 45 thos e courts had tried s omo 16 , 100 persons . 1 Of

these , ove r 12, 700 had been condemned to prison , and 1,458 t o de ath .

The number of Qcquittal s was 2, 432 .

1 . L' Aubo , 4 June 1945 .
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The Courts of Justice have been the most successful innov ation

e f fe cte d by the pur ge in t ho judicial mnchinerJ. Due to their

compar a 'tdve I y spe edy e ebab l i shrnerrc tho French soon e merge d from the

pe r i od of popular justice and military tribunals to a purge by l aw in

which , so far ns tho court procodure was concerned, it was possible to

combine swift justice wi th o, fn.ir trin.l . As of 28 February 1945 the ro

wero 126 Courts of J '::l.stice in Franco , with 865 mngistratos of vn r i ous

types a s s i gne d to them. Tho increase in the speed with which tho pu r ge

was applied by t he Courts of Justice is indicated by t he followin g t able

covering their activi t ie s l

Mo n t h (1945)

J anuary 1

February 2

Hn.r ch 3

April 4

Fe rsons s eri t e nco d to Persons sentenced
death to l esser pe nal tics

133 1496

154 1723

317 1971

462 4 859

D. Tho Cbric Chn.mbe rs

For the hnndling of the Lnrge numbo r of po r-sons accused of

"civic unworthiness" special courts have be en e s tab l i she d , c n.llod at
I

first "Special Se c t i ons " ( Sections Spa-ciales) and l ater Civic Ch ombc r s ,

~t l e ast one of t he se is a t tacho d to each Court of J ustice , or to each

s8ction of t he Cou r t of Justico whe neve r the l at ter is divided into

sections . Tho Civi c Chamber is composed of a judge and four jurors ,

the l a t t er chose n in bho s ame mnnno r a s t hose for t ho Court of Justice .

Tho t erritori al compc t e nce of tho Civi c Chambc r is c oe x'to ns i ve wi t h

the s ection of' the Court of Justice to which it is at t acho d , Cases a re

presented to the Chambe r by 0. prosecuting at t or ne y (coTh~i 3s n.ire du

gouv c r neme nt ) . The dGpartment~l Committe es of Liberation ha ve t ho ri ght

to appriso Civic Chambo r-s of c a se s of wh i ch t hey s hould tako co gndzance ,

1 . FCC: Ticker , 9 Febr ua ry 19~5 .

2 . 0;;::1: European Hews Di gest, 20 Har-ch 19'15 .
3 . Ne\'r York Tino s ,--s-7:p r il 19·1:5 •
..; . Ku~·l J une 19'15 .
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Laws of pro ce dure and of ev i dence do not differ from those of t he
\

o r di na r y Fre nch courts . f~pp0t:\.l s can be n.ddre ssed t o the Co ur t of

Cas s ation, nnd the ri ght to ask pardon is al so m~intt:\.ine d . Tr i a l s

can be he l d i n nbse ntin . The s runo six-month time limit i mpose d f or

the Cour ts of Justice has been set f or the r e ceipt of n.c cusnt ions of

nati onal unwor t hi ne s s by t he Civic Chnmbors .

As of 30 April 1945 tho Civic Chrumbers h nd condemned 11 ,092 to

national degradat i on , nnd hnd deprived 22 , 187 persons of t heir v oti ng

pr ivi l eges only . The numbor of t hos e that had be e n acquitte d was

(" ,158. The largo nurnbe r of case s in whi ch t ho defendant was doprived

only of hi s ri ght t o vote i s explai ne d by tho f' act; t hat t he Civic

Chnmbo rs wo re ass i gne d t ho t o.sk, pr i or to t ho muni cipnl oloct ions , of

docLar i ng ina li giblo t o v o te 0.11 mambo rs of t\nti - nn.t ionn l organiz ations

of whoso c rvao s they wo r c npp r i se d, without bar- to the Lo.t e r i mposi tion

of 0 tho r pe no.I t i c s upon duo t r i t\l . 1 At the pr-e sent wr iting i t seems

likoly t hat the to~nl number of pe r so ns who inll hnve f ncod the

Ci vic ChQffibor s may e xcee d 50,000 , f'~d will be much grante r thnn t ho

number of pe r sons b ro ught be fo re Courts of Justice . Should tho se

o s t i rmxtc s pr ove cor re ct , the re wi l l have been cr-oa t e d i n Fr-anco a

f airly nume r ous clas s of pe r s ons not on ly ~i thout civic ri ght s i n t he

l~o r icnn sense , but a l s o vd t ho ut m~ny i mportant e conomi c ~nd social

powors .

E. Tho Ei gh Cour t of Justice

The Courts of Justice vro ro considered s ufficient t o t nko ca re

of mo st maj or collnborators , but for t he top Vi chy i te s ~ n speoial

"Hi gh Court of Justice " (Ha ut e Cour de Justice) was set up at Paris 2

The hi gh Vichyi t es ave r whom thi s court has jurisdiction range from

PGtain and Lava l down through all the Vi chy mi ni ste r s , secretaries

of stato , undo r secretaries of state , conunissione r s gene ral , se cr-e -,

t a1'ies general , residents gene ral , gove rno r s ge no r a l , and hi gh

1 . FCC: T5. cke 1' , 9 February 1945 .
2 . Ordinance-o.f 18 Novembe r 1944 , J O, 19 Novembe r 1944, p. 1382 .
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commissioners . 1~pproximate1y seventy me n fel l into these categories

when the law instituting tho High Court was passed . Of these only about

twe nty VICr e then available f or t r i a l . Tho Hi gh Court se t up t"o '

try those rae n f or the crimes t hey committed during their tenure of

office under Vichy is composed as f ollows:

1. Throe magi strates : tho fi r st president of the Court of

Cassati on , the president of tho Criminal Section of tho Court of

Cassation , and the pre si dent of tho Court of Lppe al s of Paris .

2 . Twenty-four jllrors , dr-awn by lot from tV10 lists e s tablished

by the Provisional Consul tati YO l~s sembly , the fi rst list compos ed of

e x- deput ie s and senators , and the second list mado up of other

categories , twelve namc s t o be selected from orich of tho two lists .

Othe r f e atures of this High Court ar e that it has ~ l a r ge and

sp~cially selected gr oup of magistratos to conduct the investi gations

f or its trials , r~d that its pro se cut i ng at to r ney (procureur gbn6ral )

/ /
and two as s i s t ant prosecutinG attorneys (avocats genernux) are chosen

f r om nmong t he highost-ranking and bost qunlifi ed mombers of this

branch of tho French r.-c.gi st r acy . Sentences of the court cannot be

suspended or appeale d, but the condemned man can re que s t pardon from

the Pro at denb of the Provisionr.l Gove rnment . Laws of e vi dence and othe r

technicnl matte rs arc simi l ar to t hos e of r e gul ar court s , e xce pt fo r

the provision s deal ing wi th trial s i n nbsentia.
.

The High Court of Justice bogan i t s investigations on 11 Decembe r

1944, but up to the beginning of June 1945 i t had t ried onl y two case s ,

that of hdmi ral Jean Pi e r re Est eva , who Was sentenced to lif e imprison-

ment , and that of Gene ral Henri -Fe r nand Dentz , who was condeITU1:ed t o

death. 1 Of the men subject to t he jur i sdid;ion of thi s court , howo ve r ,

no less than twenty-oight we re in French hands i n Februa ry 1945 , and

some , notnbly Pierre Et ie nne Flnndin and Francois Pie r ro Boisson,
l;.

had been held since t he l~l gie r s pe riod . 2 V.'l t h the re t ur n of Pe'tain to

1 . French Press and Information Service , Doc. Se ries I I , No. 1719.
2 . P~risien Li b6rb; 1 February 1915.
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France in l~pril 194-5 all plans for holding trials of lesser Vi ch:>ri te s

wero postponed, since t he basic question of their guilt largely depended

I
upon the dete rmi nat ion made in cas e of Petain.

F. The purge of Government of f i cial s.

The procedure decreed f or -ef f e ct i ng t he e purat ion of -!;he govor n-

ment services permittod a wide diversity of results , inasmuch ns each

ministe r wa s required to set up a commission of inquiry to investi gate

cnses wi t hi n his ministry nnd m~e re commendnt i ons ns to t heir

di spos i t i on . There was no co-ordination of these sopar-a'te mi ni s t e r i a l

commissions , and the rcf'oro procodure s , purrl shmc rrcs , and vi gor of

prosocuti on va r i e d considerably from one depnrtment t o nnothe r , In

almost all mini s trio s the Lnvosti gr.ting comrnt s s i on wa s st.nf'f'od partly

by ernpI oyce s who ocLongc d t0 4>re s i st nnce gro ups . The ac cused wns given

the ri ght t o defend himself , in wri t i nf; or o rally. Since the whoLo

proceeding was r e garded a s ad..'1li ni s t rat ive , nppc aLs could 00 di re cte d

onl y t o the Cons oi1 d 'Etat . The e r ounds on whic~ appoal s could bo

baaed we ro narrow.

It Was at first cont empl at e d that the minist ers in Paris 'would

di re c t the purgc of their field sc r-vi ce s wi thin the departments , nnd

that the .1i ni sto r of the Interior would supe rv i sc the epurat ion of

l essor gove r nme nt a l units , in particular the depar tment and tho comrnune .

Hovreve r , t he central admi ni s t rat ions t hreate ned t o be swamped wi t h

dossiers , arid therefore a decentralizati on Was de cr eed "'he re by the

prefe cts and sub -prefects vdthi~ the departments vrore gi ve n the duty

of purging l ocal administrations , exce pt that tho r i ght to inflict

some of the penaltie s of the l aw of 27 June 1944 continued to bo r e serve d

to the centr al admin ~ strations. 1

Du~ to the fac t that each ministry conducted its ovm pur ge and

stutistics we re not centr~l i ze d, it is difficult t o gene ral ize on the

effectiveness of the pu rge , e xce pt to say that it was c~rried out

unevenly , that numer i cal ly the results are not improssiv~ , and that in

1 . JO, 11 December 1 94~ , p . 1837 .
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the main only the higher l evels of officaldom, where the admini s tr~ti ve

merge d int o t he political , 'wore dr-as t i.cal l.y af fe cted . Howove r , in

eval ua t i ng the fr (\gnentary statistics that have beon given out , it

sh ould be borne in mi nd that the need for ad~ministrative action on tho

purge was often obviated by the condemnation of the empl oyee in a

Court of Justice or Civic Chamber, which automati cally debar red the

convicted person from all gove r nme nt employment and thus r ende red

a~~inistrative measures unnecessary.

In the Mi ni s t r y of the Interio r , the govo rnmont departmont with

the most employees , ·the f ollowing r osult s had been obt ai ne d up t o

1 Janunry 1945 by its Pur~ Commission: 1

Central Administration

Case s Inve sti gate d

Cases Decided

185

Dismissals

Roti r cmcrrbs

Temporary Suspensi ons

Demoti 0 ns

Other dispositi ons , inc luding
transfers and ncqui t t a l s

Case sPending

22

5

2

3

115

35

Profectoral Administrat ion

Cases Investigated

Case s Decided

290

Dismissals

Temporary suspens ions

Retir ements

Demotions

Resignations

Othe r dispositions , including
transfers and acquittals

Total :

Case sPending

1 . OSS source X, February 1945 .

19

3

3

4

1

105

135

155
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Obviously the t otal of f orty-one d i smi s sal s a s of 30 . Decembe r 1 94~

in an age ncy a s Lar-ge as the Hi n i s t ry of the Interior, which has an

extens ive field service, is not i mpressive. Howovo r , bo twoc n 30 Decembe r

19'1·1 and 15 Mar ch 19t15, on whi ch date the purge of the admi ni s t.r-ut i on s

c ame to nn e n d , t he pace of t he pu rge was ste ppe d up, and doub t le ss

whe n the f i nal summation is i ssued the t otal of pe r s on s, n.ffe cted wi ll

be gr eat e r .

Horo comprehensive a ction wa s tnken in the SJret; Nati onale ,

France t S mos t importnnt n ati onal police or-g and z a t.Lo n , The re 1,792

c asOs we r e i nve s t igf\ted be tween 17 October 1944 and 5 J nnuary 1945 .

Of the se , 1,200 cases we r e doe med wor t hy of further ac t ion , nnd in 600

case s pr opo s nLs f or ch nn go s in s t a bus wore mado , i nc l udi ng 152 di smi s sa l s . 1

In the Hi ni s t r y of J u s tice 266 ou t of 0. t otal of 2,100 magis t rate s

we r o sus ponde d , and 36 of the 152 membe rs of the Con se i I d t2tat wo re

peno. li zed i n s ome way . The Communis t jI '1i n i s te r fo r i.i r , Ti llon,

c onducte d 0. vigorou s purge of hi s c ompo.ratively sma l l ministry , xnd

tra.nsmi t t e d no l e s s t han 170 doss i e rs t o t ho Par is Court of Jus t ice ,

in addi t i on to h is own IlQ~ini s trat ive pur ging . No nation~l f igure s havo

bce n i s sue d by t he i:1i n i s t r y of Nat ional Educat ion , wh i ch has charge of

the e pur a t i on of a l l pub l i c e duc a t ion a l personnel, but in f our French

departments it was ant i c i pat ed that 0. to tal of about 1,000 Co.sos , l ess

t han 10 pe r ce n t of a l l t he ompl oyee s of ,t h i s ministry, woul d r e quire

inves ti gation . It wa s e xpe cted t h n.t t ho pur ge in thi s educational

di s t r ic t wou l d be finishe d e a r l y in 1945 . 2

I n s ome b r-anche s of t he Gove rnmont the purge has been mn. rkodl y

ineff ective , a s in t he Comites d t Organ i sat ion (Or~aniz ~ti on Commit t ees) .

Tho ugh t he latter h ave a semi -independent status in tho mach i ne ry

co ntro l l i ng French industry, t he y are under Government supervisi on,

and unlike the ot he r Gove r nment admi nis t rat ion s , the Comite's d 'Orgo.nisation

a re s t i ll in t he proc e 55 of t he purge . So f ar the pu rge commi s sion of

1 . OSs s ource X, February 1945 .
2 . Ibid .
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.
these comittees has produced little in the way of a c t ua l r e s u l t s ,

despite t he f~ct that the committeos were e s t ab l i she d by Vi chy and

a re e s pe c i a l l y suspect of harbo ring coll~borationist personne l . 1

G. Ec onomic Epuration

The l egislation on economic coll ab or a tion was SO b roadly

f ormulated thn.t a l oose inte rp!')tation of its provis ions would h ave

ma de a very large numbe r of Frenchmen Li abLe to drastic court acti on.

I t wa s necessary , t he re fo rc , t o defino the crime of o c onomi c c oll abora-

tion narr -owly , an d to app I y its penalties in a spirit of c ommon sense .

I . ' Eco nomic Coll aboration before the Courts of Justice . The numbe r

of e conomi c collaborators nc t uul l y brought befor e the Courts of Justice

has be en small . Government prosecuting a t to r ne y s have accepted the

p r-i nc Lp Le that hcv i ng done routine bus iness with the Ge rmans does not

c onstitute a crime . "The c rime is rno.n i fe s t , " e xp Lni.ne d one of nhem ,

' lI a s soon as the r e is an increase in the potent io.l of the e ne my

sur-pas s i n g the no rrnnI necessities of subs istence . In add i t ion , there

must be e st.abLi she d on the pa r t of the furni she r of the goo ds t o t he

enemy 0. 'Toli t ion t o c o-ope rate with the e nemy . " 2 The pu rge of f i c i a l s

, havo also proce ede d with that sc rupul ous respect fo r p r ivo.te pr operty

which is charncteristic of Fre nch l ow and the French judicia ry . In

f act , the ir c on scienti ousne ss on t his sco r e has a t t r a c to d unf' nvo r nb Le

attention from the Loft and re s i.s t.nnco pro s s , !Frf\nc - Tirour bitterly

compLed.nc d thnt the investigating magistro.tes who we re supposed t o deal

wi th c ollnbo r ati onist bankers nnd industrialists we r o a c t u o.lly

accomplishing nothd ng bo c auso they were "r-ava ge d by sc rup l es . " '3
~s 0. result of theso a t t i t ude s , the purge of e co nomi c collaborf\to r s

has not been stringent . Some drastic i ndividual actions have been

tukcn, such as the nationalizati o.n of the Renau l t pl nn t s , the

sequestration of the Paris Gas Company, and the proceedings a ga i n s t

Frr~ce - Rayonne Corpo ration. 4 Aviation indus t rial ists have be en h it

1 . OSS source S-R , 26 June 19 45 .
2 . 1.!onde , 20 Ar,r ch 19 45 .
3 . F runc-Tireur , 1 February 19 ·15.
4 . ~'~ Tir.les , 1 Hf\Y 194 5.
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e spec ial l y hard , a s have be en t he various collaborationist newsp apers ,

which were f orbidden t o appear , se que s te re d, and finally made subject

to c. l aw unde r whi ch mo s t of then wi l l probably suff er defi ni t ive confi s cation .~

On the whole , howeve r , t he e conomi c purge has bee n not able mo re f or its

l eniency t han f or its ri gor . The number of pe r sons bro ught up be fo re

the purge courts on char ges of eco nomi c collaborat i on h~s been qui te

smal l , es pecial l y in v iew of t he fact that a s ear ly a s the f all of 1941

ove r' o ighty percent of the P re nc h plants in the occ upied zone me re

wor ki ng f o r the Ge r man s , while t he percentage in t he unoccupie d zone was

onl y a little l ower , 2

2. The Epurat ion of Ente rpr ise s . The second me thod by whi ch t he

French hopod to puni sh e conomi c coll aborators was tho application of

the Or di nanco of 16 Octobe r 19·~1 providi ng fo r the i r r emoval f rom

e conomic pos itions of any i mpo rtance . 3 Thu mach inery se t up in

ac co r donco with the provisions of t hi s or di nance is complicate d. 4:

l~ Re gionnl Interprofe s s i onn.l Epur-atLon Conrnittoe has be en ost abli she d

f or each of '~e 18 r e gions of Franco . It i s compos ed of ~ m~gi strnte ,

~~o nenbe r s of a depar tmental Committee of Li be r ation , two te chni cians

bo l onging t o a 1nbo runion , one orapl oyo r s T r c pre sent o.t i ve , and three

pe r sons of t he s nJTQ Labor cate gory a s the person under cons ide ration .

Thi s re gi onal commit t ee can e stab l i sh se ct ions to deal with pa rti cular

professions or occupat ions . iillyone cnn br i ng t o t he notice of the

committee cas es wo r t hy of i t s atte nt ion, but fa l se de nunciations a re

puni shable undor the Penal Code . The committ ee re por t s its findings to

tho re gi onal c omrm s s Lone r- (in some cas es , t o t he prefect) and suggests

an app rop riate puni shme nt . Appea l s can be made to t he Conse i l d 'Etat ,

but only on the Gro und that t he committ oe or the ro gional comnissioncr

huve exce e de d t he ,powers givan to thom by l aw.

For c ases whi ch ar e of ~o re t han r e gi onal i nportance , a Nat ional'

Into rprofessional Purge Commis sion has bee n c re o.tod , Thi s commis sion

1. Ordinance of 30 September 1 9 '~1 , JO, 1 October 1 94~ , p . 851;
Ordinance No 45- 920 of :) Hay 1915 , JO, 6 Hay 19,,h5 , p . 2571.

2. Christian SciencG Mo ni to r , 31 i ugust;1942.
3 . See abo ve , II , D, 2.
4 . JO, 16-17 October 1914 , p ~ 965 .
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consists of a m~gi strate of the Co urt of Cassati on, two re pre sent at i ves

de sign~ted by the Nati o~al Co unci l of Res i s tance , one r e pre sent ative

f rom each of the .Jini str io s of I ndustrial Produc ti on, Lnbor, an d

National Economy, two re pre serrt e.tdve s' of union 0 r gam zc.tdon s , cno

Gmployc r s ' r epresentative, and three persons belonging t o t he

same labor category as the person arraigned. A magistrate of

the Social Chamber of the Court of Cass~tion acts a s prosocutor .

Cases can be submitted to this commission by its president , by

the r e gional purge committees , or by members of ~he Gove r nment .

Se ss ions of tho e conomi c c pur nt ion c omml trtoo s a ro not pub l i c . i,ccuse d

pe r sons rue n.llovled t o have counsol nn d t o submi t a wr i t ten defense ,

which can a l so be dove loped ornlly, should t hey dosi r o t o do so.

No s t ati stics ~ro nvn.i l abl o on the number of per sons affe cted

by these o pur-rrti on commi t t oe s , but the re have boon fre quent e l l,e grttions

/ / / /

;.n t he pre s s t hat they have boon ineffecti ve , and the Confe dc r o.ti on Gc norale

du Travail wi thdrow i ts de Iogatc s from t he lJn.t ionn l I rrt o r pr-of'o s s i onnI

Pur ge Commit t ee i n prote s t ngai nst tho slow nnd ineff icient mannOr

in whi ch this ~spoct of t he purgo wns al lege dly boing co.rriod out . 1

3 . Tho Confis crtt i on of Illicit Profits . For tho confisc rtt i on of

il l i c i t profits , n tl1i rd co unto rmo c.s uro t o.kon against c c onorni.c

collo.bornto rs , committeo s of t on pe r s ons huve been sat up i n e o.ch

depart~nt . 2 3 0.ch s uch c o~~itteo i s composed m~inly of Government

financial o.nd ~dminist r o.tivc offi ce r s , but it o.ls o inolude s three

re pre se nt ative s of tho de partmental Commi t t ee of Li boro.tion . Cuse s

~re r efer re d t o it by the mi niste r ial dep~rtment s i nt o ~10se pr ovince

f all s t he act ivity p r-odu c i ng tho i ll i c it profit . The a c cuse d can

e nte r €I defe n se in wr i t i ng , but doc s not h ave the benefi t of c ouns el .

De ci s ions of the c ommi, t tee are re nee rod by 0. mo.jori t y vote , and must

give t he re as ons upon v.h i ch the de ci s ion i s based. il.bove t he de par tment.o I

c omnri ttee 5 has been placed 0. "Supe ri or Co unc i l " (c ons e il supG rieur)

1 . FCC: Ti cke r , 27 ~pri l 1915 .
2 . JO, 7 January 1945, p. 92.
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consisting of 9. pre s i de nt of a. section of the Conseil d tEta.t , fi ve ot he r

h igh financial and e conomi c of f i cial s , a nd six pe r sons app oi nte d by the

Mi n i s t r y of t he Interior upon nomin~ti on by t he Na.t ion n.l Counc i l of

Re s i stance . This "Superior Council" is gi ve n n.ppe ll a.te jurisdicti on

ove r t he de par -trne rrt a.I commi,t tco s ; its decision s c an be a ppe c.I e d i n turn,

n.l t ho u gh on l y on certain specific a.nd limited gr ound s , t o the Coun ci l

of State . Proce dure before the Superior Council is pr i .mar i Ly c cnducce d

i n wr i t i ns , (\nd the de fe n da.nt can omploy c oun so l .

Some ono rmou s f i ne s ha.ve been l eviod by those de par tnenta.l

c ommittoes in indivi du a.l ca.s os , the hi ghost boing one of $ 25 ,000,000

aga.inst a ma.n who h a d made hugo p rof i t s out of f ur n i sh i ng tho Ge r man s

wi th b lanke t s . By t he e n d of J a.nuary 1915 e ight y-ono c a~it tccs f or

t.he c onf i sc rvbion of illicit profits h ad been set up , nnd ove r 15, 000

c nso s , n.bo ut h a l f of thorn in Paris , wore avm.i t i ng judgment . 1 Unoff i c in. l

e s ci mrr t o s p l a co d f\. t 50 , 000 ,000 ,000 francs the nmourrt t he Govo rnme rrt

woul d r oc ovo r t h r ough c onfisca.ti on proc e edings . Up t o 31 ]' 1a.r ch 19'15

morc than 30 ,000 indivi duals h a.d boe n c n.lled bo fo ro t he dop a.rtmonta.l

c ommit t oo s , an d t ho fine s and c onfiscations up t o t hat dato t otalle d

7,000 ,000 ,000 I'ronc s , 2 Horoovo r , n.t t ha.t time be twe en 1..800 and

2, 000 pers ons we re be I n g callod be f' orc these c ommittees oa ch we ek .

Al l of t h e se me a s u r e s , howeve r , wo re take n at n. r-a t he r l a t e

sta.ge , a l t ho ugh a s ear l y o. s Novembe r 1941 ove n n on- l e f t i s t c ommentators

such a s Franc oi s Mau r- Lac h a d warned that "the be noI'Lc i a r-Lc s of t he
~.

Go rman Oc cupo.t ion are finishing the j ob of putting t he i r mi l l i ons and

t he i r bi l lion s in s afe pLac e s s " 3" Yet in December F. i nance Mi n i s t e r Re n~ :

Ploven Vias s t i l l " drawi n g up pl ans " f or spe e dy h andI Lng of the pr ob lem,

and on 31 Ja.nuary 1945 it was reporte d that lithe confisc ati on of

f o r t une s made i n bu s i ne ss de a lings wi t h the e nemy is just ge t t i n g into

stride ." 4 Pe r-hups t he mos t signific ant proof of the f ailure t h u s f ar

1 . Now Yor k Time s , 1 Fe bruary 1945 .
2 . Fcc :~cke r , 7 Juno 1945 .
3 . Fi gar o, 22 Novembe r 1944 .
4 . Pr e s s inte 1 , Paris , 29 December 1944 ; ~ Yor k Time s , 1 Febr ua.ry 1945 .
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of the plan to confiscate illicit pr ofits is the statement which Pierre

Me nde s - Fr ance made on 5 Apri l 1945 afte r hi s re signation as Mini st e r of

Nat i ona l Economys "At present there exists no sure way of reaching
,

illicit profits , often gained by means of treason••••The 800 billion

francs extorted f rom France by the GermB.+1S have been spent in France ,

yet their rec overy account s fo r only 12 billion francs in this year 's

budget s " 1

H. Self-Epuration Action i n France

Be side s the purge enfor ce d by the Gove rnment through commissions

and courts set up by itself , thero has al so ,t ake n place in France a

self-purge conducted by ce r tai n institutions , professions , and

occupations . In some case s , the Gove r-nme rrt has specifically en j oi ne d

t he self-purge of the particular profession, a s in the Ordinance of

6 December 1944 aut hor i z i ng the counci l s of the various bar as sociat i ons

to purge collaborationis t Lawye r s ; 2 in ot he r case s o i-gnrri zatri ons have

voluntarily as su~o d t he responsibility of removing un ~orthy membo r s .

One of the most effe ct ive of theso se lf- op urations has t aken place in the

trade uni ons . For e x ampIe , the Uni on de s Syndi cats Ouvr i ers (Fode r rr t i on

of Viorke r s ' Uni ons ) i t se If sot up a purge commission wi th th3 powe r to

e xcl udo wor ke r s from mombo r shi p for lifo , and in numOrous cases

sanctions were ac t un.Ll.y applied . 3 Tho journalisti c profession was

drastically pur god of i ts collaborationists by tho device of roquiring

al l journo.lists to have an identity card whi ch c ou l d be secured f rom

the competent commission ~nly upon the presontatio~ of pro of as t o t ho

patriotic be ar i ng of tho jo ur nalist in question. On the o t hor hand ,

some i ns ti tutions and orGrurr i zati ons whi ch have boon l eft to purge them-

selves have not done so t o any signi f i cant exte nt . Th~ Co.thol i c Church

has apparently t ake n no act i on agai ns t t hose of i t s clergy who vrere

accused of t oo favorable an atti t ude to the Ge rMan s and to Vi chy .

The Academi e F rancai sG and its sister institutions , despite much prodding

in t he pres s , retain among t he i r membe r s persons s uppos edl y not or ious

collaborationis ts .

1 . Combat , 7 April 1945.
2. JO, 7 December 1944 , p.1726.
3 . OSS sourco S- R, 12 Oct obe r 1944 .
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IV. POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE PURGE

A. The Purge as a Divisive I ssue

CONFIDENTIAL

The question of t he ,pur ge has become , since the liberation of France ,

one of the pr incipal political issue s of the country . The Left and Re-

s i stance f orces ha ve remained unit ed on the purGe , at least to t he ext ent

of i ns i s ting that i t should be extens i ve , dras tic and speedy ; ot her fo rces

in Fr anc e , wh i l e unwil ling to take the politically dan gerous stand of di-

r ec t and complete opposition t o the purge , have l ~bored t o slow i t do\vn

and minimi ze its ef f ect s . The purgo a s actually conductod thus f ar has

satisfied neithe r gr oup , be i ng t oo weak for the first and too seve re for

t he s econd .

B. Suppo rte rs of the Purge

The proponents of a thoroughgoing purge have been particularly

disconten t ed by t he r esults o. chie ved up to t he present . They have cri -

ticized the purge fi rs t of a ll for ' the sLownc s s with vrhdch it has been

conduc t ed , citing nume rous ca se s of major delay , such a s tha t of the

ex - polica pre fo ct of Po. r i s , who e i ght mortths af te r hi s a r ro st as a c01-

l aborator hud not yot been brought to trial . l Evon wor se , claim the

pro- pur ge groups , is tho likelihood that s ome promi nent collabora tionists

wi ll e s cape a l t oge t he r , and t hat " r ot ur ni n g; de portee s fr om Ge rmany may

at any moment meot on the s treot s of Pari s t he men who pe r secuted them,

f or there has been no purge in tho police or the judiciary . "\ Thor o have

been cont i nual , a l legations tha t only the sm~ll fry of collabora tion a r c

being s e verely pQ~ished , whi le t he important malefac t ors , pa r t i cular l y

t he c conomic co l l ttbo r£'.to r s , a rc not boing br oug ht t o j us t i ce . 3 Tho Gov-

ernmont ' s setting of a time limit (15 Ma r ch 1945) for the pur ge i n the

Gove r nment se rvices ha.s a l so aroused gr eat indi gnation . The r osistan ca

pape r Volontcs protestod : " The purgo , whi ch is ha rdly be Gun , i s consid­

e re d a s a l most overt ,,4

1 . FCC: Ti cke r , 23 ~pril 1945 .
2 . Speec h of .r.ugus te Gillot , Commun i s t membe r of tho Cons oil na tiona l de

Res i stance , NeH Yo rk Ti ne s , 24 ~pr il 1945 .
3 . New York TimEiS"';" 14 Novembe r 1944 ; La Fr anco au Combat , 25 January 1945 .
4 . VOIontUS, 31 January 1945.
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The Left and he3 is tance gr oup s con t i nual l y a l l ege that sect ions.
• , 1.. • t . . t 1

of the Go vernmont' s perso nnel r emain pc r-nca t ed vii t h a \i:l.cuy 1. 0 sp i r a •

officials has in f ac t beon r omoved , but t he se admissions a rc usually o.c-

companied by complaints that even in purging the Vichy elite thoro h~ve

been not.nb l,o gaps arid strange delays . " YJhy ," demo.nded tho Socialist Lo

Popul o. ire . i n its issue of 9 Har-ch 1945 , "ha vo somo of the m[', gistrc~tos

who helped prosecute tho Hi om trials continued untouch::; d un t il l~tc in

Fobrunry 1945?" "Hhy has tho r odoubt abl e co rps of tho Ins pection des

Finances not been tho r oughly purged?" the Resistl;\.nc e pape r ConbQ.t ha s

2a ske d . According to tho Left and Resistanc e , much of the ~Q~in i s tra-

tive sabotage and other fifth-column ac t i vi t y that h~s occurred i n France

since liberation must be attributed to the gen e r al l en i ency wi t h which

3tho Government has ca rri ed out tho pur ge . I nt erpr et i ng this l eniency

as evidence that General de Gaulle is not r ea lly prepared t o e f f ect the

basic r ef or ms whic h thoy dernand , they pr of e s s t o fe ar thu.t a f te r the purge ,

a s bcf'o r c , France ...r i Ll continue to bo dom i na t.cd by li t ho t r usts . II

Left and Re s is tance cr iti c i sm of tho Government 's conduct of

t he purge has centered i n t he Provi s Lonc I Consul t ative ilss ernbly . Since

t he ;"lgiers period thi s body , '!Th i ch by tho na tur a of it& co rnpos i t i on ha s

been the most ef f ccti ve voico of ths es gr oups , hus cont.Lnu o Ll y ha r c s s cd

and criticized the ~ I ini ste r of Jus t i co , F'ro.n~ o i s de Horr t hon , In Dec ember'

1944 it r egis t ered i ts di s sati sfaction by r educing the budg0t of the

Min i s t ry of J ustice by a synbolic hundred f r o.ncs , Q.nd i n tho bitt e r de-

ba t es a ccompnnying th i s nct ion Do Hent hon Ha s so s ovor e l y ['. t tnck ud tho.t

t hore could be no doubt of t ho unac ccp'tub I l i t y of h i s cxpLnn a't i ons t o

tho gr co t or part of the 1.s senb ly. 4 J. simi l a r debn to took pl ac e dur i ng

the budget dcb a t os of Fobr uo.ry 1945 , whe n tho i. s Gomb l y by ,. vote of 169

to 14 pass ed what CMo1..L."1tad t o [1. vote of censure on Do Eentho!l. for r:ds -

1. OIH : EuropGc,n News Di gest , 11 J.pril 1945; . Fr[1.nc - Ti r e'J. r , 6 Doc crabcr 1944 .
2 . Comba t , 20 Sep t eMber 1944 .
3 . L'Hunonitc , 28 Novornbc r 1944 ; LibertO's , 26 .Januery 1945 ; Lt:1. B[1.tn. i ll c ,

18 January 1945 .
4 . Fro.nc -Tir eur , 5 Decembor 1944 .
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handling of the purge . l Only the f act thut De Gaulle continuod to nain-

t n. in cenfidence in de }dent hon n.nd r ef used t o Cl. dn i t t hn.t hi s ninis t ors

we r e r e spons i bl e to the ilssemb'l y saved D3 lient hon Cl. t. that t i no .

The Nat i one I Council of Resistn.nce hn.s c.Ls o mo r e tihan onc e ox-

pre s se d di s cont ent wi t h t hu Gove rnmont 's han dl i ng of tho pur ge is sue . 2

Cr it i c i sm of tho purgo , f ur the r mo ro , hn.s beon f eatured consi st ently QIld

prominont l y in pa pe r s belonging to ' or fri endly t o the Lsf t and Resistance

~

movements , notabl e Le Populairo , LIHumanite , Fro nt Nat i onal , Combat and

Franc - Tirour , to s i ng l e out only a f ow. Those journa ls have continua l l y

given Do 'Ierrt hon ' s effo r t s a cold r ec eption , wher-eas t he conser va t ive

pa por s such a s Le Honde and Le Figf\. ro , do sp i t e the i r frequent object i ons

t o cert ain a spec t s of t he pur ge , ha ve sympa thetica lly por t r-cyod t ho dif-

f icul ties confront i ng Do Herrt hon arid i n eff ect supported hira ,

C. Tho Purge Policy of Genera l Dc Gaul le

Faced wi t h these r epea t ed and bitter a t t uok s on Do licnt.hcn , De

Gau lle vms f inr.. lly f orced to l ot him go :l.t the e nd of Hay 1945 , bu t chos e

a s hi s r epla cement Pierre - Henri Te itgeh , like Dc Elent hon ~ Chr~st i :l.n Deno -

cr at n.nd 0. profossor of l aw, whose pol i cy on tho pur ge i s not cons ider ed

like l y to di f fe r f rom that of his pre de ce s s or .

This change , howeve r , r epres ent s the onl y conce ssion which Dc Gaul le

has been Wi l l ing t o make to the Left and Resistf\.nc e criticisn of the purge .

He ha s mai ntained a.nd e ven s t r engt henod his insisten ce t ha t t ho purge ought

to be cond.ucted ,li th mildness and mode r a t ion . ~ 'lhen t he que stior.. of the

purge was r r'- i sed befo r e the hss emb l y i n Pa r is in Dec embe r 1944 , Dc Gaul le

e vi dence d a s t riking spiri t of t olo r f\.nc e towa rd t ho men of Vichy and the i r

fo l l ower s . "1• S f or t he dr ama of 1940 , II he de clar ed , "t horo we r-e mcny di f -

f'c r-encc s t hen betwoen me n and gr oup s . I d id not go to Vichy , but many

who wore thero be l i eved that they wor o s e r ving t .hoi.r count r y i n the i r

ovm way. 113 still l ater , when t axed by Communists '.·t i t h f ailur e to pur ge

1 . Conbo.t , 23 Feb ruary 1945 .
2 . FCC: Ticker , 23 Apr i l 1945 .
3. New York Timns , 28 Decomber 1944 .
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Vichyite ~rmy officers , notably General Erienne -Paul Beynet , he replied

that he complGt e l y disagrood with t he s uggestion thn. t thos o "large numbe r s

of 'Frenchnen who ut ono timo wore more or l ess constrained to submit to

1the La....r of Vichy , " should be excluded from Prenc c , The m a irr t c n c n c o of

l egality und ~ublic order , and the restoration of nn.tion~l ur-ity , 0.1' 0

clG~rly nuch morc important to Do G8.ullc than bringing collaborators to

justice ; and he rujocts tho theory that a vigo rous purge is e s sent i a l to

the attainment of thuse objectives •

. Besides frequently chiding tho a dvoc8.te s of D. f ar-reaching purge ,

De Gaulle has given prn.ctic~l af fe ct t o his ovm norc indul gent views by

a liberal policy of pardon in regard to death s entences . He has r efus ed

to make public the number of commutations he has gr :mto d , clc.iming t.h rvt

the right of pardon is 0. pre r ogat i ve for whos o us c he noed a ccount to

no one . That he has empl oye d the right extens i ve l y can be infdrred from

protests in the Fr-ench pross ,2 f rom the f'ac t t hat the j uro r s of t ho

Court of Justice at Ma r se i lle went on striko to pr ote st Do GD-ull e 's

alleg ed a bus e of this power ,3 o.nd from tho .flo.ct that of C\. [;roup of ten

persons sentences to d e uth a t Dijon over a period of four morrt h s , De

Gnul l,c dofini t ely pr.rfionc d 1'i v c , arid a s of 5 .ip r i l, 1945 W:"lS s till con-

sidering th0 cas es of three others . 4

In Jine with its gener:::.l policy of liMiting tho scopa of t ho purge ,

the Government , announced on 23 .Innur:.. ry 1945 thf~t 15 Fc b r-un r v 1945 hr.d

boen fixed :::. s the final da te for t he opu r a t ion of the c~ntral ~dninis -

tr:::.tions nrid 15 Hc..r ch 1945 f or t hat ·of the Loc n I l\dmi n i s t r at i ons . 1<1 0 1'0 -

over , 1 Hay 19'~ 5 wa s de c r eed [~ S t he dondl ino f or 0. 11 c ap i t :~ l c ns es i n

which tho investigation had boen completed . This decis i on c nuscd con -

s i de r ubLc a dve r s e c ommcrrt , pa r- t i cu l ru-Ly in the l eftist pre s s . Fr~nc -

Tireur COlT'J71cnt0d bittorly thnt af te r 1 Hay a l l tho c o Llabor rrt .or- s " vrouLd

be a b Lo to . s t nr-t their dirty wo rk ng n i n ; " a n d t.ha t "one c oas c s fir e

who n the fi ght is finished , a nd not when i t hr.s just begun .,,5

1. J ew York ?incs , 1 6 .Juno 1945.
2. ~ion:-2 Fobru~ry 1945 .
3 . Monde , l~ ~pril 1 9~5 .

4 . New York Times , 6 April 1945 .
5 . Franc=TIrour , 24 JcnuQry 1945 .
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D. The bnti -Purge For ce s

Gene r~l De Ga ul l e h a s a ppn r c rrt.Ly b a s cd h is ;:J1J.rge po l i cy on the

belief thnt t he loud a nd fr e quen t p r ote s t s of th0 Left nnd Rosista nce

gr oups r e pre s ent a h i gh ly vo cnI ninori t y , whc r or.s i n t he courrt r y at Lcr gc

the re ex i s t s 0. powo r f u l but l e s s n r t i cu l a te D~jor ity thc.t n.?~rove s hi s

node ro.t ion .

i~s t he purgo progre s s es , it doe s in f'ac t o.j)2oa r th["~t powc r f' u I

e lemen t s in t he popul at i on suppo r t the Gove rTh~ont l s nt t i tudc . These

c lemen t s a re not r estrict e d t o co Ll nb o r-a t Lon l sts who t.homso l vas I'onr

the r-o s u I t s of 0. dr-as t i c opu r u t i on . T!lCY t end to emb r-ace 0. 11 t hos e who

a re app r- c he ns i va of f o.r-rc nchinf; po l i t i.c r.L, c co norr i c , r.nd so c i 0.1 chnngo ,

end i nc l ude not only Fr-enchmen who s e po Li, t.i cn I doctr i nes r.r-o t hos e of

the p r o- 1940 High t , b ut a I s o m::1.l1Y who ha d b e en :',S f r,r t o the Lef t a s

Rad i ca l Soci alisJ11. The an t i e pu r gc f orces pr e fe s s t o 00 fri ght ene d by the

po ss ib il i t ie s of nn i ndi scr i mi no.t c "t or r o r " uf't.o r "the s t yle o f tho French

Revolut ion . They do not wi sh , t hey s ny , t o s e c t ho de s t ruct ion of t ho

p r e s ent e l i t o . They a rc awa r-e t.hrvt many who suppo r t t.h o purge l ook upon

i t a s a n I n s t r ume rrt whi ch vviLl f[~ c ili trvt c tho des t ruction of Fr-ance a s

a bourgeo i s ca p i t nli s t s tctc . lil t cnnno t be t ol e r atod , II s u i d tho Cc.t.ho Lfc

r c s i.s t un ce l1..t.ube , I1tha t unde r gu i se of 0. pu rge the ro shoul d bo s po l i o.-

t i ons o r s t r uc t u r-e. I mod i f i.c n t. Lo n of p r i vatu ent e rp r i s e . rr
l Lot i vo s of

th is so rt ha ve bo c n povrer f' u l among cons c r-vn t i 'lO S of t 11 types and par t i c u-

La r Ly among t he peasant r y , l oss a f fe c tod b y t.h« Ger raan occupation and tra -

dit i on o. l ly oppo s e d t o v io l en t and r a pid c h~ngo .2 2he i r u?pro ho.ns ion s

have boon str on gthcmed by t he v i o l ence and il b gf'.li t y wh i ch ho,s nc c ompcn i c d

t he purge . Th oug h rri no r in extent , t hi s popu Lc.r v i o Lon c c hc s caus e d so r iou s

r- ovuLs i oris i n some s e ctions of the pop u l a t i cn ,

The purge ha s a l so met 'with Co g r on t Lnck o 1~ orrthus i.asm anong eMployees

of t he sta.te , not only be c ause mr.ny of t.he ao a r-c n e r-o or Lo s s c ompr-orm s e d

t hemsel va s , b ut n l s o becau se t huy c.ro ups e t b y the summc r y , urrt r-nd i 't i.ona I

depr:.rtu ro s f'r- orn bur onuc r- e t ic procedure s wh i ch a r-e i nov i tf\.b lo i n a purge .

1-
2 .

L l~ubc , 28 Octobe r 1944 .
The i mDor t <::.nt n.e; r i cultu ro.l orgn.n i zn.tion Conf e de r a t i on Gunor f'..l e de
l l j'bri~ul turo , whi ch i s r c p r c s cn t ut dvc of peasant t hough t , glo ssed
ovor t he ,purge issue in i ts congr e s s of Mn.r ch 1 945 , OSS Sourc e S- R,
16 l~p r il 1 945 . COHFIDENTIJ,L



, \-

The fonctionnniros ha ve a c ertltin stako in t ho p revent ion of any drast i c

t rans format ion of t he govo rnr.1<..mt , i f only Ln t.he i r pcns i.on rights . They

cle arly wou ld like e ve rythinb to settle dovn1 to tho peaceful r ou t i ne o f. .

the Third Re public, and s how distress a t s eeing ci vil scrvcncc pun i shvd

f or collabora. tioni s t ~cts committ ed m~inly bocaus e of their de s i ro to

r- cmn i n civil s o r-v arrt.s , It has b e en a Llc ge d tho..t e.dmi n i s t rat i ve s f.b o-

t ago of the pu rge , carrie d out b y civil s ervnnts oppose d to i ts objoc -

ti vo s , h us been ono of t h e mos t Lmpo r t unb f a c t ors i n vroakon i.ng and slow-

ing down t he opu rrrc don ,

Finally , arnong those fundcmcrr t n Lly oppo s cd to c~nythinb but t~c

nar r owc s t po ssible pur go mus t be pl a ccd the c l orgy nrid tho po l i t icnl

pa r t ie s of Cntnc Li,c Lnap i.r-a t Lon , Ihe no s t ir:1po rt£'.nt spokesman of this

group has been Frr,ngo is M:~ur i[',.c , who has c a Llcd f or D. " pol i cy of chc. r t t y "

t .oward cc Llc.bor-ct.Londs t.s . Eaur iac warne d in October 1944 1;i1 0.t tho pur go

menac ed ne t i onr.I uni t y: ";~ pu rgo on a n a t i onr. I s c r.Lc canno t b e ca r r i cd

out ' quickly, and moanwh i Lc many n inc1s a re troubl e d and n s uf'f'c r Ln g people'

s eeks concord [mel r oconcilintio:1. 11 1 Le the pu rge: worrt on , llnur i.nc ' s

pleas f or a s piri t of f orgivenes s bc cnrno mor e cxp l t c i t. . I n "Tc:nu0.ry 19(;, 5 ,

a ddress ing hins elf to t ho s o 'who had r c s i s t c d , he declare d 'thn t he was

not tryin!S t o s ay t.hn t t.hcy and the coLlubo r rrt i.on Ls t s we r e c qun I i n

virtue , but t hl'.t "e ac h one can find in his pc.s t enough orr-o r s to b o ab l c

to understand n grave r ' e r r o r on t he i)a rt of oc ho r-s , r.nd t o f'o r- g i vc t.hcra

when t ho t.Irac con0 s . "2 lIa.ur inc has b een s econd e d in n. rgurlents of th i s nature

by the most prominent cle rical r os istant of Frnnco , the BishoJ of

Honto. ubfm . 3 The t enor of Genor.:..l do G~ulle ' s r ec on t s tctonorrt s on t he

pu r ge would seem to Lnd i c a t,e t hat th is Lino of t hought is c lose t o h is

own .

The anti - purge forc es ha ve ha d t o procee d ma i.n Ly b~f ob lique ly d i s -

crediting the purge f or frontal 0Pi?OSi tion woul d be po l i,t i c["~ lly ina d-

1 • . Figaro , 19 October 1944 .
2 . Ibid . , 2 J o.nuo.ry 19~5 .

3 . Now York HerL'..l d Tr i bw1e , 20 October 1944 .
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visablo . They have warned fi rst of the dis ruptive effects of the pur ge .

"Nov, thnt the en emy i s gone , half of our country r i s e s t o a ccuse the

other half , II acco rding to Je'romo Tharaud , a noto riously r cac t.Lonar-y mem­

ber of tho l1. c£\.d~mie Franyaise . 1 He pr edi ct ed that such 0. course could
J

only of fand France ~ Al l i es and r etard the progre s s of French tmi t y .

l ...nothe r f avor i to node of attack has been t o ornpha s Lzo , and s omet imos ex-

o.gge r atc , the amount of i l l egal violenco produc ed by the purge , with

acconpanying demands fo r an end to l ync h i ng and IIKu Klux Kl an r.lOthods . n2

A third c rit i c ism f requent ly vo iced is that the sentences of the various

purge courts a re i nc ons is t ent and a rb i t rary , with the r e sult that n inor

of fe nde r s often r ec eive neo.vy sentences , while ~orc i nport ant co l lab­

or o. t ioni s t s Je s ce.pc wi t h minLmun pen6.1t ie s . 3 1.~aur iac , indeed , is quoted

e.s saying tha. t the pur ge is the new national lottery . Opponents of the

purge have also called attent i on t o its injurious ef fo ct n in the e conomi c

r ealm. " I n the coa I fi elds of nort he rn France , " said L ' llur or e, "produc-,

t i on has been hampered by a purge r esulting i n the discha r go or arr est

of' many cnginee rs . ,,4 Finally , the opponents of the purge have continual l y

r ec alled that the purge is being conducted by tribunal s ~~knovm to the

Thi r d Republic , the Impl i.ca t Lcn being th£.t t.ne so special courts a re just

as odious in principle , if not in f act , a s thos e estab l i she d by Vichy .

The most vi goreus stat ement of those views was contained i n the prot e st

of the Council of the Paris Bar , ...vh i ch deman ded tho r e s t oration of the

r e gul a r methods of cho osinG juries , the r o- e st ab l i shment of the appoa l s

cho.nno15 eliminated i n the pur go l egi s l a. t i on , a.nd tho conplete c.bolition

of a ll the S].'c : '') i:... l purge courts (juridictions d ' cxccpt i on}, E'.S YlO11 us

a host of othor change s , a l l tendi ng t o t he r e s t or at i on of the l ega l status

quo arrto , 5

E. Reaction of tho Fr ench Public

:l substan t ial par t of the French pub l i c is clonrly d i s s~t i s f i c d

with the conduct and r e sults of tho purGe thus fa r . ~ccordin~ t o t ho

4 .
5.

Now York Times , 26 Octobe r 1941 .
l)7~~ , 18 Februa ry 19~5 .

Fignro , 27 Decenber 1 9~4 ; Nevr Yo rk Tines ,
Lyon , 22 January 1945.
New yor k Ti nes , 28 Octobe r 1944 .
MOi1dc , 14 Har ch 1945.

7 Decembe r 1944 j Pr opa.nn1 ,
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French Services des Sondages et Stutistiques , which runs a very r ough

public opinion pol l , sevonty percent of the French .popul a t i on is not con­

~ented ~ith the conduct of the pur ge . l Public d i s s~t i sfaction h~ s been

based mainly on t he gr ound that the pu r ge has not been sufficiently speedy

and effective , a f act which has been empha s i ze d by occasion~l but infre-

quent outb reaks of public vio l ence in which co llab orators have been exe cut ed

or at t acked by di r ect popula r action . The r esults of the r ecent 8tmi c ipa l

e l ec t i ons of 29 hpril-13 May 1945 would seem t o stren gthen Left and Re-

sistanco cln.ims that their views on the purge a re morc r cpr e sent a t i Ye

of what the pub Li,c demands th[~n a r o the views of Genera.l de Gaulle . In-

de ed , a significant par-t of the success of the Left and Ro ei.s t unc c lists

may bo a t t r i butable to tho f act that these group s have tried t o force t he

Government t o a more energetic pUr[;e . I In any event , i t cannot be doubted

that the majority of the publ i c has in gene ra l r ejected the Gove rTh~ent ' s

view , as 'exp r ossed by Dc He nt hon, t ho.t the purge can and sh ould be liquidated

by the end of July 1945 . 2 Thus tho pur ge threatens t o r omain a critica l

issue f or s ome time to como .

1. Christio.n Scienc e l:loni to r , 1 6 Janu('.r y 19t15.
2 . Londe , 20 1.1('.r ch1 945.
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beginning; it is true) there took plaes iome applications of summarJ

justi co " but t~e numbs r of the se case s w...s cornparative ly inconse quential I '

alsoj that the trials of collabo rationists have been entrusted to

\
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v. CONCLUSION

I .

. , .

A. Accomplisn.-nents of the ,Pur ge

Thus far the purge h~ on the vmole been cortdu~~ed in aUb~tan-

tial accordance with: Fre ncl. " ndar-ds of ' due pr-cce s s 'of in,v~ lh the

coutts of exceptio~ special ly established, outside the existing

and the Gove rnmerrt soon had the situation in control . It is true ,

' j udi ci a l system, for the conduct of the ' purge, but even here the rights

of t he defense have on the whole been scrupulously preserved. The same

can be Said of the economic and governmental purges , Which have been

ca r rie d out by administrative action, but in which the procedures

l'

employed have been of a quasi-judic ial nature , the defendant r eceiving r'.

a fair opportunity to be heard . The Government has boen successful ,

in general , in keaping tho purgo on a level of law; it has avoided

c r eating organs of popular -- and summar-y -- justice . ?fuch of the

Government ts success in maintainin~ legality must bo attributed to
; ~

• i

early Ie gislntion providing for the e s t abli shme nt of courts of justice ,

and to the spo edy sotting-up of these courts . If these courts h ad not

be en brought into exi s te nce , t he , burden of conducting tho pur ge woul d

have fallen on the r egular system, Which probably would have be en
1
;

totally unab le to deal vnth tho number and type of cases that had to

be tried . Trials in the courts of justice h ave be en sV'!ift , and no

di latory tactics have been permitted, but 9.t the same time the proceedings

have not been of a star chambe r cha r-acte r .

Another r e a s on f o r the Government Ts success in ke eping the purge

an orderly and judicial proceeding has been its consistent po:icy of

as so cdat.Lng the re s i s bance movement with the conduct of tho purge . on

all l evels, through such methods as r e st r i c t i ng the membership of

pur ge jurie s to ex...r e sistants ~d having membe rs chose n by resistance

groups on all the important epuration commissions . This device has
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increased tho ef f i cie ncy wi t h which tho pur ge has been carried out and
(

has gi ve n some outlet for t he ene rgio s and emot i ons of part of the
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populn.tion whi ch might otherwise bo eve n more critica l of t he purge

t han it is .at pre sent . The Gcve r-nmorrt has adr-oi tly managed to incorporate

t rie r e sd abance moveme nt i nto the mechanism of its own purge or gan s ,

thus avoi di ng the danger of having tho resistance movements t ake ove r

the purge , to the detriment of the Government 's authority, nn d the

almost e qua l danger of at t empt i ng to disre ga rd re s i s t ance , whi ch prob~bly

would have led to 0.11 ear ly rift between t.he Go vernment and the currently

most energetic Gl eme nt s of the French population .

The Government has ~~ so ly ~dopte d a policy of keeping t o a mi ni mum

the amount of retroactive l e gi sla t ion i t pas sed . Nost of this r etro n.c tive

l egis l ation has had t o do mo r e with procedure thn.n wi t h t he definition

of crimes . The major piece of retroactive l e gislation, that c once~ning

ciyic unworthiness and its penal t ie s, has proved to have mn.ny advantage s .

It provides the moans whe re by coll o.boro.tors who have not com:nittod

majo r crimes of tre ason can be subjected to significant punishment

in the form of the lo ss of civic and economi c rights , whi le at the same

time it avoi'Cis filling the jails wi t h t ons of thousands of persons

vmose chief f ault in many cas es was weakness r athe r than criminal intont .

Tho rGt r oo.ctiv0 l egislat ion that was passod f illed ou t the framework

of l aws so that 0. l egal system now exi s t s su,fficient to cove r al l t ype s

of collaboration, from Harshal FOtain ' s to that of ar t i s t s who consented

to e nte r t ai n tho Ge rmans ,

In the scope. of its inc idence , the Fre nch pu rge has made 0.

fairly impressive showing to date . Up to 30 Apr i l 1945 the Court s of

Justi ce alone had condemned 1, 4 58 pers ons to de ath and 12, 700 to

imprisonrr~nt for various t erms . l Over 33 ,000 pers ons had bee n

sentenced to s ome penalty by the Civi c Chambers . 2 I t is anticipated

that before the end of the purge abo ut 100,000 F~enchnen wi l l have bee n

investigated by t he Courts of Justice , and the numbe r of ~10se b~~ught

1• . L' Aube , 4 June 1945 .
2• . Ibid.
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before the Ci vic Chambers is likely to be. even greater . 1 To these

must bo addod tho pe rsons punish~d financially by committees set up to

conrl sc e.te illicit pr of i t s , whi ch have o.Lro ady de alt vli.. th more t han

30 ,000 cases , and those aff ected by the epurat i on commissions in t he

Government or in the national e conomy. 2

Of the six main c l~ssifications of collaborationi sts me nt i one d

above , 3 some have been combed r~ther carefully, pnrticul nrly t ho

member s of anti -national organiz ations , the propagandists , and member-s

of organiz ations t o repress resistance . The high Vichyites have ' not yet
.

been tried in grent numbers by tho High Court of Justice , but the

maj or i t y o£ those subject to t ho jurisdiction of t hat Court a rc now

awni t i ng tri al , and it doos not soem likely thnt the y in l l e scape

retribution, though ndmi t te dly they hnve e n j oye d n long respite .

Epuration in t he Gove rnment has boc nTe ss striking, yet eve n hero t ho

top l ayer of collnborntionist officinls hns boon skimmed off , and many

others of lesser importnnco have boon punishod admini st rative l y in some

way .

B. Shortcomings of tho Purge

one of the principal shortcomin gs of tho , purge has bee n t he '

slowness with whi ch it has been conducted, f or vfuile the t r ial s t hcm-

selves have bee n svnft , the invcsti gntions pre ce ding tho t rial s have

bee n the r ove rso , As of I .,fa:y 1945, the dockets of ' the Cour t s of

Justice contained 25,004 cases awai t i ng t r ial . Tho dockot s of t he
' ~

Civic Chambers a rc al so c logged . It may be t hat this de f ect is not

e asily se par-nbIe from the principle ' of givi ng eve ryone a f a.ir trial"

but i t has been tho subject of much ad1ror se comment in Frnnce .

Tha purge hns also been somewhat disc redited by the fact that

it has t ended to spare cert ai n l a r ge gr oups i'm. ich, in tho e stimato of

much of the Fronch public , particula rly of t he ~ft pa r t io s find of the

Resistance , a re most wor t hy of punishment. Economi o collnborators have

1 . LfAube , 22 Octobor 1944 .
2 . FCC : Ticke r , 7 June 1945 .
3. See above , Section I , D.
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not boen severely affected, though some of them have lost their profits .
,"

, .
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Protests have al so been made , v~th considerable basi s , t hat t he magi st racy ,

the police , the Armed Forces , and the middle eche l ons of t he Government

administrations have e scape d punishMent to a l arge exte nt . The re have

al so been bitter complaints about the fnilure of the Government to

ar re s t ccrtain individual notorious co l laborat or s , and about its

alleged pampering of s omo collaborationists Voho have bcen ar re st c ds

There has been an unsettling inconsistency in tho nppId catri on

of the purge . Similar crimes have rocoive~ mnrkedly dissimilar punish-

me nt s bef ore t he var i ous courts of justice . Somo mi ni s t r ie s have beo n

purge d vigorous ly ~ ethers li ghtly . Tho Government has not ef fect ive ly

co-ordinatod any l evel of the purge .

The mai n shortcoming of t he purge , howevo r , has be en t hc,t i t has

not fulfilled its mos t i mportant object , t o satisfy the French demand

for justice . Thl;1 · pur ge has not pr- oved t o be t hat · "act of psychi c

c a'thnr-ai s" which Was to have cle ans ed France of t he cor r upt i on brought

by four yours of collaborationist intrigues and betrnyal . It has

become an i ssue of polit i cs inst oad of an i nstrument of national

re generation. The purge has divided, not united, tho nation.

C. The Fut ure of t he Purgo

The Gove rnme nt ' s hopes t hat the pur ge issue ~ould die quie t ly and

t he purge itself come to a poacoful en d do no~ seem likely to be ful-

filled. Thus f ar the onl y phase of the purge whi ch has definitely .

e nded is t ho e purnt .Lon of t he Gove rnme nt . New deve Lopmont s have

occurred recently whi ch continue t o keep t he purge an ac trto qUGstion.

Among these developments has. been the return t o France of many

l eading collab~rationists, notably P~tnin ~~d Fc rnand

de Brinon. lUlt i ci pa t i on of the tri als of t he se mon hns reinvi gorated

a popular Lrrte r e s't vh i ch has never r e ally fl ag ged• .

More ove r , Fre nch pr i sone r s and deportees , t he chi ef v i ct ims of

the collaboration policy, have come b ack in aubsbnn'ti.n.L numbo r-s j . .

bringing wi th them talc s of Go rman brutality that have f anned anew the

na.tional hatred agai ns t those who a.i ded tho Ge rmans . As long as these
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most voc i fo r ous ly r~d consistently demnnded that the purge be 'acce le r at e d, .

"
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,
prisoners continue to return, i t is not likely that the purge issue will

bo al lowe d t o die dmvn.

Fi na.l ly, the r ecent muni cipa. l e lecti ons have shown D. s t r-orig

t endency to the ~ft . The b,o pa.r t ie s that gained mo st st r ikingly,

the Socialists £U1d t he Cornmuni .sbs, a re pre ci se ly the pa r-t i c s that have

broadene d in scope , and made more drastic in penalties . At prosent

these gro ups ar e confronted wi th a Gove r nment whi ch is f undrumentally , \

uns ympathetic to their demands . Ho,re7e r , Dc Gaul le has promis ed a

gene ral e l e ct i on to De held in the aut umn o~ 1945, and should theso

e le ct ions result in a government of t he Left , t he ro is, eve ry likelihood

that t he admi ni s t rat ion of t he purge wi l l becomo more one rge t i c .
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