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GENERAL WaLTER (unRLIMONT

on g
THE INITIAL ATTEMPTS OF » MILITARY COOPERATION
BETWESN GERMANY ~ND FRANCE (1940/41)

L SOURCE
Neme :  WaRLIMONT, Walter
Renk : Genercl der artillerie
Interned : 23 May 45, GMUND am TEGEMNSEE

Interrogated @ 14 Jul 45, "aSHCaN"

II. PREAMELE

In the course of recent interrogations General WaRLIMONT revecled thaot
he had attended several conferences of military chearacter tollowing the defeat
of FRANCE, WARLIMONT made the statement that Marshol PETAIN had rezlly NOT
collcoborated with GERMANY, WaRLIMONT wus zsked to prepare a paper outlining his
knowledge of  German~French relations ufter 1940.

Thc following report was written in English by waRLIMONT und should
prove of generel interest in view of the present tricl of Mursh.l PETAIN,

For additional information on source, sec Report CCPWE # 3¢/DI-18,
dated 29 Jun 45.

III, VARLIMONT's BXPOSE

A, Introduction

This survey only covers the "official" collaboration which resulted
from the agreementsmade during the militory discussions in PaRIS und was
determincd by the two governments.

Besides these main topics of cooperation, there wus graaually
developing a "semi-official" colluboration, carriced out under the supervision of
the Armistice-Commission or the locel military cuthorities. It consisted meinly

a) of facilities which the French Navy pluced zt the disposcl of the
German Novy in the harbor ana coastal service.

b) of agrecments concerning the production and mutusl ¢xploitution of the
French Airforce-industry.

A complete summury of these ictivities cen best be given by the former
armistice Commission.

B. The Jumistice ond the Mecting ot MONTOIRD
As main principles of the armistice betweon GrrwaNY cna FRaNCE in

Junc 40, T would consider the Germon intention to insure sifety Lgeinst further
French attocks without inflicting uny humiliotion upon the French nation. This
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principle was upheld ¢ven in the midst of the sctting ot COMPIEGNE which wes to
make omends for the events of Nov. 1918, at the samc spot, but lett ull the
military honors to the French representatives headed by Genercl HUNTZIGER.

To sum up the mcin consequences of this principle, it mey bce umphesized
that morc than helf of the French territory in Buropc wus to rumein unoccupied
under an independent French Government, - that the Fronch Novy wes to diserm cnd
be confincd to certain buses, but otherwise left unmolcested, - while the Froench
Ammy ond Jirforce were to be reduced to @ limited strength for & trinsitory period.
No recriminations or accusations were brought forward by the Germen cuthoritics,
as far as I know, lewving the French complotely froe to druw .ny conscquences
they deemcd necessary.

The fact that the French colonies were still less offected by the
treaty, was of particuler importonce, us the Italion claims on Tunisic were im-
pending, if not &lready mede. Germén wund Itolian control-comuissions with the
mission to watch over the stipulitions of the armistice outside of Buropeun
France, were posted only in the Mediterrancon French territorics.

In the meeting at MONTOIRE in Sept. 40, in which I did not tuke port,
HITLER - as I hexrd later on - was primurily intcerested to find out whether the
French Government would be willing to consent cventuslly to o tronsfer of Tunisia
to Italy, as cgainst the prospect of obtcining certcoin adventoges to Frunce in
the further political Europecan development. The mecting s scid te hive token
placc under the auspices of & chivalrous courtesy - a quolity in which HITLiR
excelled, when he was willing to do so - to all appearances destined to vin
prospective French sympathies. is is known, the Marshal remc.ined decof to HITLER's
soundings iith the result that, whatever may have definltcly been plunned,
eventually had to be dropped.

If eny items of « military kind did come up during the conversctions,
which was not attended on either side by militory represent_tives, thuy probably
have not surpassed the stage of intimitions or hints of - possible collaborotion.
any proposals, if such were mude at @ll, most probibly cume from LaVaL., For in
all the later development - us muy be scid in advence - it wes the politicul rether
than the military leadership of the French Government which was the ariving force
for a militory cooperation with GERMLMNY; hoping apparently to get reverded later
by politiccl advantoges from a German Government morzlly indebted to France.

On the other hand, the German policy consistea,cpert from genercl dis-
trust,in rother evading political conscguences, and therefore followeu French
military propositions only reluctantly. However, tQ~‘Gunnhn militury lecaership,
not knowing the political situation thoroughly ncr/ostcnsive unwillingness of the
French military circles, incluaing Marshal PETWLIN, to cooperate, felt strongly in
favor of goining wun ally who, in spite of his poor showing auring the cump.ign
Jjust Tinished, seemed in the long run, more promising th.n 211 the other ones
together.

These fundamental diversions between tho aims of the militury and
political circles on both sides continucd as characteristic merks throughout the
attempts of ¢ Franco-German collcboration and secemed to me to fore-shodow an
eventual failure. It was only an exception of the rule in the first stoges ofter
MONTOIRE,/ & Termen politician - «BETZ - and o French generul - HUNTZIGEK - spun
the thread, - uBETZ acting this way out of his personcl politicul conviction, -
HUNTZIGER, in his position then held at WIESBADEN, very probubly on political
orders only. ;

In this connection the incident of MERS-cl-KbBIR (July 40) miy be
remembered vhich, however, in spite of all its scriousness, dia not visibly chunge
the French military attitude.
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C. Preliminury Conversctions in Puris (Nov/Dec, LO)

I hardly knew aenything of the diplomatic discussions which hoad
preceded, vhen during the second half of Nov 40, I was ordered to represent the
OKi/ in militcry conversations with the French. The meeting wes to be held zt
Paris appcrently, and was arranged by »BETZ and LaVil in their mutu.l endeavors to
come to en agreement with GekMaY., My instruction read, not to bind myself but
rather to confine myself to o receptive attitude. In addition, the fuct that I
was designoted as Germin representative could not be interpretea but os
significant of an only slight Germcn interest in the motter. (Gener.l HUNTZIGER
later on, referring to this nomincation, drew o coupirison to -nother historic
meeting of a German General, bearing @ French name, iwith & French Gener.l, becring
a Germon nome: VERDY du VERNOIS and wIMPFFEN ot Shian in 1870).

The atmosphere I encountered in the German Embuassy in PaidS, wus thet
of o semi-official affair. «~BETZ hod invited the French to dinner which was to
be followed by razther informal conversations. On the French side were present:
LAVAL, General HUNTZIGER, in the meantime nomincted French Minister of Wur, admirel
DARLAN and a Lieutenznt-Colonel of the airforce (former attoche in BERLIN, whose
name I do not recall), while I was cccompanied only by the Chief of Stuff of the
German Military Governor in France, Colonel SPEILEL.

ABETZ passed the word to Genercl HUNTZIGER who expleined .t length the
unfavorable situction in the French territories in africa, which resulted m.inly
from the DE .GAULLE - movement. He dwelt ¢specially upon the TSCHaD-Lake-[District
the focal point of French militery und commercial communicstions in Centrol - :
Africa, ihich had been inveded by militury forces hostile to the VICHY - Governe
ment. This region, he demonstruted, also was of vitcl importunce to the axdis-
powers as it offered the bestbases in view of the sco-cir-:snd l.nd-route then under
construction by the allies, and running from the mouth of the GRG0 to the upper
NILE-zone, - a route which, in his opinion, would e¢ventuclly hove o strong in-
fluence upon the East-Mediterranesn situction. Therefore, the French Government's
viewpoint considered it of egual interest to French ond Germens like to regain
control of that arez, as speedily as possible. :

lHilitary forces at the disposal of the l'rench commo.nd in West
africa not being sufficient for this tusk, HUNTZIGER zsked tor Germen consent to
effcct o shipment of nctive troops und of wirforce units from Southern France and
French North .fricz to DsKaR., He, furthermorc, asked for Germ.n support in
building up some 5 to 9 specizl French battolions for this purpose., He also
suggested that several thousznds of vwhite and colored French sblaicrs, inel.
officers tnd especiclly NCO's, zccustomed to the climate of these zones, be
released from Germen prison camps. Modern vieapons of various kinds s well os
motorized vchicles and gasoline were especiclly necded .nd should be tiken purtly
from Prench stocks under German supervision, portly be furnishew by the German
ATTY .

In the ensuing discussions, UsRLaN pointed out th.t, in such < cuse,
the defense installations of DaK4R would be inercasingly exposed to < British
attack by sea from FREETOWN. He demanded accordingly some reinforcements for
DaKAR. The question whether DaKaR could not bettcr be defended by - preventive
French land attack on FREETOWN, thus eliminating ot the sime time on importint
British Naval-base, required, it was szid, o thorough study. Loter on, this
considcration was confirmed.

Many other questions regerding detazils of strungth ind disposition of
the French forces in North and west africa, were brought up auring the discussion
and were onswered likewise at the next meeting in December.

SECRET
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Firally, in complicnce with plans put forwara by Genercl HUNTZIGER
already when ot WIESBADEN, = project concerning SYRLi: was teken into consideration
which aimed ot disturbing or destroying the British pipeline running from Iraqg
to H.IFA, by means of sabotage or cir-attuck.

LAVAL, who at several times during the conversation hed succeeded in
eliminating deadlocks, added some requests_o? minor importonce only with regird
to conditions in France under the Germon military occupation, os for instince
postal traffic zcross the line of demorcation.

then I returned to BERLIN, HITLER did not pcy much cttention to my
report, He only consented to = detailed examinotion of the French suggestions by
the OKW/, 2ll final decisions to be postponed until after such scrutinizing.

When on about 1O Dec. 1940, once more upon French invitction, the
second conference took place in PnRLIS, almost under the sume circumstances .s the
first one, the French furnished ¢ll the data which had been usked for, while I
had been cuthorized only to hold out o prospect of' yiclding to some minor demands.
My generol impression at this occasion, however, was thot @ foundation for mutual
confidence had been reached, ond that a military collaborotion on brouder lines
could be gradually envisaged. #s a particularly striking incident, I remember
the enthusiastic interest taken by admiral DsRLaN in supposed Germun preparctions
for an impending attaock on Gibraltar by way of SPsIN,

However. before the plins of 2 German-French militory colluboretion
could goin eny further information, the suaden foll of LaVal on December 13 put
en end to this promising development. This dismisscl of the "min of Germen
confidence" was tuken very seriously by HITLER, - the more so, since one of those
days the ceremonyof trunsporting the bones of the Duke of HEICHSTAUT from VIsNNa
to the DOME DES INV.LIDES was to tuke place. This hod been intended ws o
further gesture of goodwill towards FRaNCE, but now - &s matters hud developed -
lost all its planned significince.

D. The "PARIS PROTOCOL' of Mey 1941

It took zlmost helf a year before the military conversations coula be
continusd. After the campaign in the Balkans and in Greece which had once more
demonstrcoted the Germun military power, DaRLaN, in Moy 41, presented himself os
Prime Minister at the BERGHOF, accompanicd by BENOLST-MECHIN, While most probably -
the discussions with HITLJER centered only on political objects, I, upp-rently on
the urging of the French as well as of ABETZ, was sent .nother time to Puris to
continue the militiry conversations broken up in Dee. 1940.

Yet, when I asked for instructions they scorcely werc given Lo me.
It was to be expected that the French would recnew their former demends for the
release of several thousands of prisoners and ror the delivery of some stockea
French materizl of cncient type, since thesc concessions, hed been corrica out
only to & small degree. Striving ot expunding the militory colloborution further,
I had to meke it an affuir of my own to guther the combined wishes of the three
component forces with regurd to o further Germen-French cooperction on bro.der
lines. For that Very reuson, I usked thot the lst Navel officer of the stoff
Capt. JUNGE) should accompany me ond, in addition, had « Gen. Stuif officer of
the German armistice commission actuiled to me, besides, I hod mide up my mina
this time not to leave Paris before having accomplished = fixed cgreement.

According to this plun, the discussions,taking plece onc¢ more in the
German Fmbassy, took o more officicl form. The French delegation, hecaed by
DARL.N, was composed of HUNTZIGER, BENOIST-MECHIN -nd the Minister of Colonics,
Admiral PLuTON who were accompenied by several other officers with coloniil
expericnce.

-— e o m— — -
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During the sessions lasting about 10 days, the following points were
established in u protocol ("P~RISEK PROTOKOLL") ond mutu.lly .greed upon:

1) SYRIa

It was conceded to the French to transfer to SYAla from the home-
lond men and material of the army und Adrforce in on unlimited strength. In
addition, arrzngements were made to give Germen =id, if necessury, 2s for us
railway transports and horbor fucilities werce concerned, in order to secure these
reinforcements for SYRIa ugeinst un impending British cttick. Direct Germun
2id in the form of Germun wir Force units was NOT asked for.

2) BIZERTE -end FRENCH NORTH ~FRICa

nt. Germ:n request, the French agrecd upon opening the horbor of
BIZERTE for Germun and Itelian supplies to the axis crmies in the CYRBNAICa,
strictly excluding cny troop shipments, In this way it wus hoped to wvoid further
heavy losses, both of tonnige and goods, brought cbout continuclly by the
shipping of war materiul to TRIPOLIS.

ns & counter concession the French renewed und enlirged their own
demends for personnel ond materiel reinforcements in North africu by pointing
out the hostile reactions which were to be vxpected on uccount of the shipping
of Axis supplies to BIZERTE.

While the French thus upparently took in considerction the defensc
of North ifrica by French troops which was in agreement with German-Itulicn
interests, they were once more asked to relieve General wuYGuNL is C-i-C of that
arca becouse of the German distrust for him. (This demend wes fin.lly zgreed
upon, but not mentioned in the protocol).

3) DuKaR

As an entirely ncw topic.of the discussions, LaKuR, ot the
request of the German Nevy, was to be considercd as o Germen Submurine .nd
iir Force base. The French opposition against this demund wes strong but was
finally overcome. Propoer prepiarations were, howcver, to be meae and, as wes
pointcd out, could not be finished before the fall of 1941. any Germen tid
thereto wes declined by the French end it was not decemea pricticable, even by the
German Forecign Office, to send a Germun Control Commission or -t lecst o civilicn
Consulate to Dakuh, tuking due regard of the critical ottituue of the U.dend

The discussions of French plans to regiin the TSCHaD-Like-District
and considerations how best to protect the zone of DuKakt zgoinst FRLETOWN were
continued and limited Germon cid cgreed upon as compenscting French concessions
at DiK:iR,

~ Looking back «t the general French cttitude auring the conference,
1t may be stited that DaRLall and especiclly BENOIST-MECHIN sppe.rea s the broad-
minded politicians who, us LaVal did before, succeeded .t scvercl times in over-
coming difficult situctions, usucdly created by the nxiety cnd professionul
correctness of HUNTZIGER and PLATON. HUNTZIGER, in the course of these slight
intorfercnecs, once underlined the psychological difficulty of the errungements
when he pointed to the attitude of the avercge French officer who, in his opinion
could but gradually be won for & militdary cooperction with the former cnemy.
VICHY, under the influence of the Militery Cabinet, certoinly stuck to o similar
point of view, giving only little, il wny support to its Prime Minister who, in
addition to that - as he compluined to me personally - wis Severcly hompered

by the official German policy in Puris.

If this general :zttitude secmed to coniirm once more the
characteristic clements of the Franco-Gormen military discussions, mentioned in

—_— o e = —
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the beginning, therc wus another proof thereof given by the politiccl ugrecment
which, after all, wus determined to go with the Protocol us & general cover and

a mutually acknowledged speciul provision to para (3), referring to DaKak, In
this short note which caused much difficuity ond time in arofting, the French were
assured once more, but in gener:l terms only, that the militiry <greements formed
but o part of an ample general understanding vhich wos te pe developed in due time,

after my return, the Protocol waos generzlly approved of ot

BERCHTESGADEN, though it was cmphesized thot the French concessions regerding
BIZERTE and DsKsR were rather highly paid for by the Germ:in compensotions. My
own stond point that the reinforcements for French North sfrice were by no meons
sufficient to prevent an ottack on one or the other point of the long stretched
coast, found just as little consideration 2s another, tnzst no umple ind honest
?:nch coopecration could be scriously expcected as long .s muny hundreds of thousands
French soldiers were kept back in Germun prison camps. The Germen Foreign
Minister oppecred the least interested, ¢nd tried, for instonce, to persucde HITLER,
but in vain, to adopt his entirely unrcasonuble opinion thit "Genercl ROMMEL with
his armorcd divisions will wccomplish =211 that (BIZERTE - defense of French North
Africe - DiKaR) much better for you than the French",

The Itclions, up to that time, hed been kept out of the Frunco-
German discussions though HITLER's consideration for the Itclins hod been .nother
obstacle in the way of Germun concessions to the French in the Western
Mediterronean zone. Now, the Itelicns were informed of the Protocol ond guve their
subsequent consent, however not without asking rother pointedly to hove o purt
in any further confercnces of thut kind.

E. Collaboration ot Work in Syria end Nerth sfricu

Hardly two weeks after my return from P.RIS, the British ottuck on
Syria vas initicted and put the colluboration to the test.

French troops, to the ustonishment of the Germ.n people, were ccrried
by rail through Southern Germany ‘o S»LlONIKi while TFronch ships lying there, were
ready for their transport to Syrian herbors ond French destroyers were to awzit
the tronsports somewhere off the Dodecunese. The common endewvors, however, did
not meet with success. as far 2s I remember, the destroyers werce not wble to
oreak through the British blockade off the Syriun cocst, so thot shipping of
troops proved impossible. The troops had to return to Frince, with the exception
perhaps of a few specialists for whose trinsport French or Germun circraft from
Greek boses had been made ovailable,

The same cirports served us intermedicte buases for units of the French
airforce going to Syria.

Vhile the British inviders could be held in check for .while by the
French in Southern Syria further endewvors were made by the Germin side to
support the French 2nd thus to prevent the British troops to penctruate firther.
That, however, was not the result of o sudden zeal of collcboreting but of the
direct Germen interest in kecping the British awsy from the Southern border of
TURKEY ond in securing the land conneetion with IRaC. apiart irom that, 2ny general
strengthening of the British position in the Fastern sediterronecn, resulting
from the occupation of Syriz wus to be avoided.

Notwithstanding the consent of VICHY, it took some time, until General
DENTZ in SYRIx could be won over to accept cven cctive Germen support, offered
by the German specizl Envoy (RaHN) in unison with the Germun control commission,
and to let the Germzn airforce participete in battle ag.inst the British flect
off the Syrizn coast and aguinst the linding attacks. By this .ttituae, DENTZ and
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the mejority of his officers corps, ut first, confirmea the rem.rk mcde by Generazl
HUNTZIGER - few weeks before at PuRIS, regarding the willingness of the French
soldier to partake in active collaboration.

hile this attitude, in the course of events, chunged rither yuickly
in favor of German aid, it became appurent very soon thot the conditions, under
vhich the German kirforce had to fight in SYRLa, irere ruther unfovorcble. Since
no sensible preparztions could have been made end only o few smull iirforce
units were available, a recl relief of the French situction could hirdly be
reached even temporarily. WhenTURKEY refused the supply of gusoline cna the
revolt in IRsy broke down, the collcoboration at the East ena of the Mediterrunean
theatre found its early end.

Still, thc consequences went further and affected olso the situation
at BIZERTE and in North africa. Once the French had experienced that German
military power,far from the homelaond, was more limited thun in Centril Burope,
they became increcsingly cautious in exposing themselves to new dungers. Thus
while the losses of tonnuge and freignt on the way from Ituliun hurbors to
TRIPOLI »nd the supply problem in the CYRENAICk became more wnd more dis-
quicting, the French tricd by every means to evadc their oblig-tion resulting
from parz (2) of the Protocol.

it first, they pointed to the political cover note which hud not yet
been followed up by :ny signs of a modified Germcn cttitude in the general
political situction between the two countries. When findlly yiclding to the
Germon orgument that the peliticol agreement did only opply to the military
stipulations regarding LiKaR, not BLZERTE, =nd thot the Germon concessions for
the reinforcement of French North sfricc were in full swing, technicel difficulties
of =n cvor increasing size came to the foreground. They concerned the question
whether French or German tonnige should be used, the Italiin tonnige being
excluded from the beginning, - whether ships for BIZERTE should be lo.ded in
Fronch or Italizn harbors, = how the cecntrol of unlocding ot BLZERTE should be
cxecuted cte.

In the end, as 2 metter of fact, no ship for the Germin army in africa
has ever becn unloaded at BIZERTE Harbor, that is before, Nov 42, when the
situation changed completely. Instead of that, the French in the fill of 1941
offercd to put stocks of war matericl, motor trucks, gesoline wna ugricultur;l’
products which were at hand in North sfrice ot the disposcl of the Germens. This
method was adopted and carried out on the spot by Germen militory commissions
which bought the goods and had them trcnsported dircctly to ROMMEL. 2

As mentioned above, troops and war-matericl hed been shipped in the
meantime according to agreements made in order to gucrantee o better protection
of French North africa. But in addition to their remcining utterly insufficient
the French willingness to defend these territories, if «ttucked, w.s very 2
questionzble. The French also informed us from time to time thit they did not
consider our "concessions! what they ought te be, since, in their opinion, it was
~s much in the German interest 2s in their own to get the indispenscble meuns
for the cefense of the North african coust. FPurther French aeminds in this
direction were impending.

smong the reinforcements arriving in North sfricz from Burope, the
French, in accordance with cgreements made, were shipping other troops, mostly
Sencgaleses from there to French West sfrica, thus preparing their pluns regording
the TSCHAD-Lzke-District as well as reinforeing the zone of UnKnR. The intended
military compensations in favor of Germzn submarine cnd cir buses in French West |
ifrica, however, have never been cerried out. HITLER aia not uphold his claims
on this point, since apart from the political provisions, never scriously
considured, hc hed cvery desire to .void any action which might ceuse the U.S5.a.
to enter the war.
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F, Last iAttempts vnd the End

The execution of th: "Protocol' thus lcft both siaes unsctisfied
whilec the entry of the U.S5.4. in the war in Dec. 41 crected 2 new situation. also
with regord te the Germun-French rclations.,

at this moment it was ~BETZ again whe forcea :n issue vwhen he arronged
a visit of General JUIN to BERLIN. JUIN, who at the request of mMorshel PETHIN,
had been released several months before from o Gemacn prison camp, hid succeeded
WEYGiND as C-in-C in North wfricc. JUIN wos received by GOLKRING, whom I informed
about the situation by a few ramerks, while JUIN clready wes weiting in the
antechomber,

This time, milit.ry discussions were restricted to North africe only,
but without getting «ny better rcsults. On account of the struined situstion in
Russia, Germeny neitncr w.s willing nor able te place cny more essenticl militory
means ot the disposal of the French, while the Fronch on their side hed nothing
to offer but their questionuble willingness to defend the North sfrican coust,
Besides, the assumption thut thoy would fight still depended on the Germuns
complying with their political zims, but thesc continued to be without cny better
prospect.,

This conference between GOERING and JUIN wes the list one in the
sequence of militcry discussions with the French, I know of.

I am convinced, however, thut the Germon smbussudor in Panls, wBrls,
has never ccaced to pursue his politicel aims. Later on, I occesionally hecrd
from him for instacnce that a "preliminary peace! with FRWMNCE - _s he cilled it -
could still lead tc 2 French declaration of war cgoinst knglond, though certuinly
not agoinst the U.S.4, Without trying to evaluate whether this pretext w.s
Justified or could be made procticeble at all during thut rother lote stige of
the wvar, I just wanted to mention it, because it probubly was the cause ot the
widespread belief in the German Army, that PETAIN once had offered a French
military alliance to Germany which had been rejected.

The Anglo-smerican landing operation in French North Africa on & Nov
1942 put the German-French military collaboration to its final test. One month
before, in a strategical survey, 1 had pointed out that such an action wes very
probably to be expected within the next period of time and that the French
gﬁgg%gg should be much more reinforced to be able to withstand it with eventual

The course of events which followed:.the landing is known. Since all
the endeavors from both the German and the French side, to improvise a common
defense of Tunisia, under the new situation ana thus to make up for former
ommissions, remained unsucccssful, tne German-Freonch military collaboration had
come to its definitc end.

31 Jul 1945. For the 4.C. of S. G-2, USFET,
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