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GJ:~.NEHJ.,L ~mLTffi 111..RLIMONT
on

THE I NITInL rlTT.i:.MPTb Of' " MILITARY COOPl::B.n.TION
BEn ,EEN GlffiMrtNY rtND FRilNCE (1940/41)

I . SOURCE

Ncrne
R~'Xlk

Interned
I n t 0r r ogo.tcd

II. PREl,MBLE

\i rJ,LIlViOl~ T , k:L1ter
Gcner~l del' nrtillori e
23 May 45, GMU1@ C1'1l TEGEHNSEE
14 Jul 45, " h~HCt,N 11

In the course of r ecent interrogation s Gcn crD.l~idtLIiVlONT r eveal.ed th -.:.t
h e had ct t.ondcd sever-al, conf'er-en cc s of mi.Li t .ar-y ch cr-act. er- I 'o.l.l.owi.ng th e def'e a t
o f FRANCE. WilRLlIvlONT made th e stct.emen t, thc:.t Mar-sh al, P1'Tr~IN hc d reclly NOT
co.Ll.abo r ct. od with GEllivii-JH. vuiliLI1vl0NT ViJ. S a sked t o pr opcr-c 0. paper' outlining his
knoHlcdgc of · GermJ.n- Frcnch relations J.ftt:J r 1940 .

The followin g r eport w.:,s writt en in Engli sh by IltlRLIMONT crid should
prove of gcncr-cl, int0res~ in vi ew,of the present tri..:l of Abrsh.....l Pl!:TrIIN.

For addi.t d.onal. Lnf'orrnat.Lon on sour-ce , S C: u Repor t CCP ~, .E; it 34Dl-18,
datcd 29 Jun 45.

III . '\:ARLIMONT 1 s :sxPOSE

1\. Introduction

This survey onl y cov.crs th e "o f'f'Lci.al, " co .l.Loborut.Lon whi. ch r esulted
from t.h c agrcement.s madc during th e mi.Li. t.ary discus sion s in P l'\HI~ en d \I~S

det.crnuri cd by th e t wo govcr nmcnt s .

Bes i des t.h os e mean t opics of coopcr-ct.Lon , t.h er-c Y/i.J.S gr adu al.Ly
developing .:l. "s emi - offici J.l" coll :..:.borution, cnrried ou t under the supervision of
the Ar rri sti ce- Corrunissi 'on or the Loc al, mi.Li t.ar-y <.~uthoritie s . It con s.i st.ed m..Lnl.y

0.) of f aciliti es whi ch the Fr-en ch Navy p.Laccd c.t the di spo scl of th e
Germo.n Nc.vy in tho h ~rbor ~Q co~stul sGrvi c~ .

b ) of a gr-ecmen t s concerning th e production end mut.u c.L cxp.Lo i t.ct.Lon of the
French J\il'forca-industry.

"I complet e summa r-y of the s e c..c t i vitics C ~'.D best b e gi v en by t.h e former
rlrmi stice Commis sion .

B. The "'.rmi stic e o.nd. th (.; Meot ing :..:.t lVlON TOI Illi

l .e mc.i.n principle s of the c rmi. s t a co b et. vrc cn GcniJinNY en d F'h"NC E. in
June 40 1. vroul. d con sider the German intontion t o Ln sure s c.fe t.y :..gd n s t further
French ;tt :;.cks wi t hout i nfli cting an y humi.Li a t d. on upon t hL: Fr-ench n s.t i.on . This
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principlc "I::"S upheld even in th e midst of the s otting d COlV1PI.t:Gl~l!; hhich .. v,,~s to
make emends for the even t-s of Nov. 1918, a t the sumo spot, but ldtJ.ll t.he
military honors t o t h e Fr-ench r-epr-cs ent. ctd.vcs hee ded by Gener-al, HU1~TL.IG1R.

To sum up t he mc.i.n con sequen ces of this principle, it m..y b e: omphcsd.acd
that marc t.han hal.f of th e French t erritory in &1.1'01: 0 \;e'S to r U1U,-in unoc cupi.ed
under an indep endent French Gover nmcnt. , - t.h r.t t.h c Fr-ench l'L:.vy \I ""S to di.surrn en d
be confin c:d to ccr t.ca,n bcs e s , but otherwise l oft unmo.L cst.cd, - v.hi.Le t he Fr-ench
A~ and : j,r f or ce \'10 1'0 t o be r- educ ed to CL limited strength for J. t.r-cns.i.t.ory per-i.od,
No recriminations or cc cusct.Lon s were brought f'o rw r.r-d by t.h e German .:...u t hor i t i ",s ,
as f ar ::"8 I know, Lez.vi.ng t.h e Fren ch compl.ctcl.y f'r ce to dr:"'d ~ny con scquences
they deemed ucces scry ,

The fact t.ha t, th e Fr-ench colonie s YiGrG still less i:f'f' ect.cd by t.ho
t.r-eat.y, no.s of pcr-t.Lculc .r Lmpor-t.cnc e , ::;, s th e ItclL~ cLcdms on Tunisi.':::' wer-e im­
pending, if not al.r'eady rnade . German «ri d Lt.al.Lan cont r or-cormnssf.ons '1.Lth th e
mission t o Hat ch ov er t he stipul...:tions of th e a rmi s t i c e: ou t s i de 01 Europ ean
Fr-ance, vrcr-o posted onl y in the Mediterr..mcon French t erritorivs.

In th e m~8ting a t MONTOIR~ in Sept . 40, i n which I di d not t .:.:.k8 p~rt ,

HITLrut - as I h e~rd l~tur on - wo.s prim;.;.rily int erested t o fin d ou t vmet he r th e
French Government would be wi l l i ng t o consent ovcn tuc.lLy t o c. t.rx.n sf'cr- of Tunisia
.t o Ltal.y, as a gai n st, t he prospect of obt:.:.ining ccr-t c' i ri .:.:.dvi...l1t....gt.; s to Fr:.:.nc (; in
the furth er po l i t i cJ.l Eu r-opean dev al.opmen t. . Tho me eting i, s sc.id to h. .ve t ..:.ken
pLac c under th e ausp.i cc s of ,a chivalrous courtesy - a CJ.u":·.l i t y in wh i ch HITLlili
excelled) when h e V/ ::lS wi l l i ng t o do so - t o al.L nppccr-an c us dl:,; s tin ~d to "in
prospective French sympat.hi.es . il S i s known, th e Marshal rclIl_in0d dccf' to HITLER's
soundings i iith th e r esult t.hat , wha t.evo r may have dofinl t cl.y be en pl.cnn ed;
eventu~ly had t o bo dropped.

If any i t ems of .. mi l i t -.ry KlnQ di e; come up du r i ng t.he conver s c.t.Lon s ,
which wa s no t a t.t cnded on ei. th cr s.ide by rni.Li.tc r-y rcprvst,;n t_t i v0 s

J
they probab.Ly

h ave not surpas s ed t.h e s t.agc of intimL.tion s or hi nts of t: po s s i bl. e colLabcr-ct.Lon .
My proposal. s , if such we're DkJe: c t .:.;l l , mcst, prob:.bly c ume from L"Vil1 . For in
all the La t.cr devc.l.oprn cn t - .cs mcy be s ..Ld in c..d VD.l1CO - it \ i ':'.S th e po l.Lt.Lc ul, r~th 8r

than th e mi.La t.ary Lc ud c r-sh i.p of the French Governmen t; whi. ch was th e arivin g For-ce
for Q. mi.Li.t.ary cooperation with GBRdLJH; hopin g ap par'on t.Ly t o ge t r e\i.... r-ded Lct. er
by po.Li.t.Lcc.l. advant.cgcs f r om J. German Gov errunon t mor:.:.l l y Lndebted to F'r.:.ncl3.

On th e other hand, t he Germ an policy cons.i s t.eo j cpur-t from gen er-al, dis­
trust,in r .:.:thcr ev cdi.n g po.l i t.Lcr.L con s cqucn ce .s , an d. t Ji(;rdor0 Lo.lLowcu Fr-ench
md.Li.t. ar'y propositions on l y r-cl.uct.ont.Ly . However, t~B ,GurJn....n milit ...ry Lcacez-shi.p ,
not knoizing th e poLi t.i.c ul, situation thoroughly ncr/os'te.;nsive unwillingness of the
French mi l i t ar-y c.i r- cLe s , includin g Mc..r shaL PEl'J.IN, to coopcr-at. e , f'e.l, t strongly in
fJ.vor of gd ni ng :....n al.Ly who , in spi. t o of his po or s howi rig auring th e ccmpc.i gn
just f i nished, ' seemed :in th e l on g run, more promisi ng t.h.,n ;..:.l l th e ot.h er ones
together .

The s e fundornent.al. divor sions bet we en t.h o <..timsof t hu milit .:...ry ;IDd
politic.:tl circles on both side s continued u. s ch o.r ac t cristic mc..rks throughout th e
att empt.s of c. Frcnco-Gcrman col l.c..bo r-at.Lon and s eemed to rne t o for0- sh~doH ell1

eventual fflt;H:r e . It w:.:.s only em ex cept.Lon of t h o rul e; in th e first s t.c.gc s :....f ter
MONTOIREj :1. 't'8rmm poli td.c i cn - i.JJET~ - arid <...... .Fr'en ch gencr c.L - hUN'l'ZIGl.'.,f( - spun
th e t.hrecd, - ,J3ETZ a ct ing thi s way out of hi s per-sonal. politic;.;.l convic tion, ­
HUNTZIGER, in his position t h en hold :1.t hI.E3B.\DI'1~ , ver y prob;.;.bly on politic"u
orders only .

In thi s conn ection t h0 in ci d~nt of 1',iEH3-cl - K1BI K ( J ul y 40) m..:.y b~

rem<Jffibored ",hich, howcvt:r , i n spi to of L.l.l l it s s eriousn ess , cua not visibly ch ,-cngo
the French nu l i tur y o.tti t ude .
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C. Prelimin ;..~:ry Convers<.-tion::; in P~ris {Nov / Dec ._.1&2.

I h a r dl.y knew cn yt.hi.n g of' the cti.p'Lornat d c di s cu s s i on s dhich hcd
prec e ded, vrh en during the second h aLf of Nov 40 , I Vk~ S ordered to r epresent the
OKU in mi.Li t r.ry con ve r-s c.t.i.ons " i t h the French . The me et i n g Hi....S to be h eld :it
P ar-i.s appr. r en t.Ly, an d was a r-r anged by "BETL. and L"V,L in t heir mut.u ..L endeav o r-s to
come to Cl1 .:'.gr e ement wi t h GilliJ.vLJ JY. My instruction r-ee d, not to bind myself but
r-a t h er t o con fine myself to D. r ec eptive a t .t.i. t u de . In addi t.i.on , t he f <..:. ct t.h at I
WJ.S uC 3i~1 J.t ed a s Germ~n r epreseut J.t i v e could not be i n t erpret ea but ...;,5

sd.gn.i f i.c ant. of an onl y sl ight German i n t erest i n the m::.tter . ( Ge:ner:..:.l HUNT2.IGER
L at. er on , r c;fcrr ing to this nomin c..t ion, dr ev, ::'. compcri.son to ....nc t h cr historic
meeting of t: German Gen crc.l , b eari.n g Q. Fren ch ncrne , , li t h .:' French Gene rul., b e .ir-ing
J. Gerrncn nO;-.1 C : VERDY du VERNOIS end drJ1.P FFEN i..~t St,:U n.l~ i n 1870 ).

The J.tmospher e I en coun t e r e d i n the Genn~ bnb-issy in ?rJiIS , w...;,s that
of c semi-official c f'f'ai r , l'l.BETZ h.id invite d the French t o dinn er i.hi.ch \{u.s to
b e f ollowed by r ::.th er i nform J.l convers ation s . On t he French s i de were prE;s ent:
LAVilL, Gen e r-al, HUNT2I GER, in the mecnt.irne nomi.nat. e d Fren ch Mi n ister of h.:.l.r , i-ldrni r cl
D;illLf~N end J. Li.eut. encrrt- Do.Lon e.L of th e rdrforce ( f or mer at t.cch c in BEHLI N, vho s e
n~e I do not r ecall), while I W.J.S ~c comp~ied only by th e Chi ef of St~ff of the
German Milit a ry Gov e rnor in Fr-an cc , Col onel SPEIDlL .

AB1'TZ passed t h e word to Gene r-al, HUNTL.IGER who expl2.ined. ~t l ength the
unf'avor-abl. e ai.t ut.t.Lon i n t h e French ter r i t or ies in Hfri c ;"c, whi ch r esultea m_inly
from Uk DE .G;.ULLi:; - movemen t . He dwel t «s p eci.al.Ly upon t h e TSGHnD-Lilke- Di s t r i c t ,
the f'o cnL po i n t of Fr-ench mi.Li .tc r-y and conmcr-c i al, cormnm i cct d. ons in C..en t r .....L _
Af'r-ica , ',rhi ch had b e en Ln vc.ded by mi l i t c.,;.ry f or-c e s hostile to th e VICHY - Govern­
men t . Thi s region, h e demonst r .....t e d , al.so WilS of vi t c.L i mport .:..:.n c e .t.o the ;.xi s ­
p owers as i t off er ed t h e best bas es i n vi ew of t h e s ca- tri r -xnd L nd- route t hen under
con st.ruct.Lon by t h e »Ll i.c s , arid r unning from th e mouth o f th ., CUi\GO to t he upper
NILE- ::-,on c, - 0. r out e which, i n his op ini on , would oven t.uc.lLy h cve ,~ s t r on g in­
f'Lu cn c c upon t he Eas t -Modi t. cr-r-an e.,n si t.ucti.on , Th cr-c f' or-o , t.he Fren ch GovernmE.:nt' s
vi e~~oint consi der ed i t of 04u~1 int erest to Fr ench ~d Gc rmcns Lli k e t o r eg.:in
control of that a r-cc., a s spcedi.Ly J.S pos s ible . '

Hi l i t.ar-y forccs :.~t t he di sposal of th8 Fr en ch CO:'Ull . •rid i n ivest
Af'r i. c« noc bein g suffici en t f or thi s t~, sk, HUNT ZIGEli a sk e d fo r Gcrm.,n con s ent to
e f f e c t 0-. sh i pment of n c t i.v e t r oop s .rn d of .d rf'or-c e un its f rom South er n Frunce and
French North hfr icJ. to Dl\KidL He , I u r-t hcrmo r-o, a s ke d 1'01' Gcrm.,n suppo r t in
bu i lding up so me 5 t o 9 sp c ca. al, Fr-en ch but.t .xl.Lon s f or this pu r pos e . H,; ul.so
suggest e d t ho.t s ever-al, t.h ou s cnds of ,ihi t.e an d colored Fr ench sol dier s , i ncl.
o ff i cers cnci e speci al.Ly NCO I s , c c cu s t.cmcd t o t.h o cl.imat.e 0 1 tri e se zcn es , be
r -e.l easod f rom Ce r mcn pri son ccrnp s . Moder n \[0,~pOn s of v r.r-Lcus kinds e. s wel l ~s

motorize d v e hi cl e s and gasol i.n c I'I e 1'8 ecpcci.c.Ll.y n e odcd ...nu shoul d b l.;; t.:..ken pcrt.Ly
from Fr-onch stock s un der- Cerman super visi on, pc.r t l y be i'u rnish{::u by t.he Gorraan
i ..rrny ,

I n t.h e cn sui.n g discussi ons, Uh.H.LiJ'J pointed ou t th ...t, in su ch .; c ...s e ,
t h e defen s e Lns t a'l.Lat .i on s of DhK:-lR wou l. d be incrc::sin gly expo sed t o .. ~ Br i t i sh
a t t a ck by sea f rom FRE£'TO"IIN. He demanded acco r-di. ngl.y some r'e .i.n I'o r-cemcn t s fo r
DttK J1.R. The que s t i on whet her DnKiiR could not bett 8I: be de f'en deci by ::.: pr-even t i vo
Fren ch l an d a t t.ack on FREETOII;\J , thus cl.i rm.nct.Lng at t h e s ~'m\J t i mc ..11 import.:..nt
Br itish No.vJ.l-base, r-cqui.r-cd , it ViC.S s zri d , t: t horou gh s t udy . L_'.t \;r on , t hi s
consideration Vi :'-S confirmed.

M<:my ot her qu esti ons r-cgar-di.n g dc t ai.Ls of st r ...:ngth '..:.nci disposi t i on of
th e Fr en ch fo r ces i n North and ile s t .cf'ri. ce , ,fOre br ought up au r ing t he ciiscus sion
an d rrcr -o ~'n swercd lik ewi s e {lo t th e next meetin g in De c ember .
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Fi~~ly, in compli cnc~ wi t h pl~s pu t fon,~rd by G~n~r~l HUNTZIGER
al. r-ocdy when c..t vI ESB.n.DEN , c:. proj cct concerning SYRIJ ' Wi... S t ak en into con s.i.der ut.Lon
\~ich 2imcd c..t di s t u rbi n g or destroying th0 Br i t i s h pip~line running from Ir~q

t o H;,IFA) by mecns of sabot.a ge or c:.i r -:.lt t :lck ....
LJ~Vi;1, who at sev er-al. t.imcs during t ho conve r-sat.Lon hcd succeeded in

~l~nin~ting deadlock s, ~dded some rc~uests of mi no r import~e~ only ~~th reg~rd
t o condi, tions in Fr-cnc o under t he Gerrnun mi.Li.t a r y occupat.i.on , 2.S fo r in st:...nc o
po stal, t.rcf'f'Lc ccro s s the l i ne of demcr-cat.Lon ,

r epor t .
t h €- OK'd,

\jl1cn I r e turned t o BERLIN, HITLER did not pc.y much i..:. t t w t i on to my
He only con sen t-ed t o .: det.ai.Led ex cmi.n c t.Lon of t h e French suggestions by
~L final de ci si on s to b e postponed until :lf t e r su ch scruti nizi ng .

YJhen on about, 10 Dec . 1940 , once mor c upon French Lnvi t.at.Lon , t h e
second conference t ook plne e in PhHI S, J.lmo st under t h e s..::me eircumstcmces :...:. s th e
f i r s t one ) th e French f urni shed :.:..11 the dat. a wh i ch had been usk ed fo r , whi l e I
h~d been ~uthorized onl y to hold out c:. prospect of yielding to some minor dem~ds.

My gener-al, impression a t t hi s occc.si.on , however, VIC.S t.hc t ;.:~ foundc.tion for mut.ual,
con f i den ce h .:.d been re~chcd, ~d thc:.t ~ militc:.ry eollaborc.tion on broJder l i n es
could be gradual.Ly onvi scgcd . Ji S 0. par-t.Lcul.cr-Ly striking inciaent , I r-emember
the enthusiastic interost t.ak en by hdmi r al DliRI.,JiN in supposed German p r-ep arc.t.Lon s
f or an impending a t t.a ck on Gibrdt e-r by VlCly of 3PdN.

However . bcf'or-e th e pLan s of :.J. Gcrmcri-Fr-onch mi.Li t.,..r y co.l Lcbor- c t.i.on
could g C'.in OIly furth er Lnf'ormat.Lon , the sucden f .:: ~ll of LhV,·.L on December 13 put
en end to this promi sing dovel.opment . This di.smi s scl, of the "men of Gerrn.,n
confi denc e " was t.ak cn very seriously by HITLER, - th e mor e so , s.i.n cc one of those
days the cer emony of trunsporting the bones of t.he Duke of itU CH:.:>Thill' from VI.cl\JN"
to the roME DES INV,.LIDES was t o t ek e plac e . Thi s hcd been Lnt.ended e. s ~

furt h er gost.ure of goodwi l l t.owcrds F'1t1INCl!;, but now - D.S rnc.t.t cr-s n ~,Ci c eve l.opeu ­
l o s t al.L its plann ed sagmf'Lccnc e ,

D. The: IIPnRIS PHOTOCOLII of Mc.y 19ftl

It took ~lJnost h <.:.l1' 2. yec.r before t h .:.; mi l it<:ry conv8rsc.tions could be:
cont anu ed . j,fter th e ccrnpai.gn in th e Bcl.k ans :'J1d i n Grvec e whi.ch hc.d onc e mor e
demon st.rctcd the German nu li t ar-y power , D....RL1J1J, in Mo.y L0., pre; s(;n t ed hims elf ..:. s
Prime Minister c t, t he bERGHOF' , a ccompam cd by BEN01ST-NlBCKIN . hhi lt: most probabl.y
t h e discussions wi th HITLill cen t.er-ed only on po .li t.i.c al. obj ects, I J cpp.ir-ent.Ly on
the ur'gi.ng of th e Fr ench :'. 5 wcLl, a s of ..... BE.'TZ, \'1''.S sent, ._not h t.: r t i m" to P.rrLs to
continue th o::: milit :.... r y conv ers o.tions br ok 0n up in D(;c . 1940 .

Yet, wn en I z. skcd f or i n s truction s t.h ey sccrce'Ly Vie r,", given to me .
It vrc.s to be expected t.h r.t t h .::: Fr-ench woul d r en ew t.h e.i r fo rmer uclflJ1ds · f or th e
r cl. ea s e of s ever-al. t.hous cnds of pr -i.a oner s v.nd for t h e del i vury of some s t.ocked
Fren ch rnat.cri al, cf <.J1c i cn t t.yp e , s i n ce t hos e con ccs s.i.ons , he.o been cc.rr-i ed out
only to a smal.L degr-e e . Stri vi ng .rt exp..ndi.n g t he mi.Li t ur y co.Ll.c.bor a t.i.on furth er,
I had to make it : :.11 .:.f L .:.i r of my own to g..thcr the combi.ncd wi sh cs of th ", t.h r-e e
component forces '.vith r-egar-d t o 2. furth er Oermcn - Fr-onch cooper-c.t.i.on on bro ..der
line s . For that ver y 1'1;;:(1.50n, I a sk ed t.hc.t the 1 st Naval. o f'f Lcer of the s t.cf f
Capt . JUNGE) should a c compcn y me end, in .::.ddi t i on , had .: Gcn . .:i t ;j,1f of'I'Lc cr of
the German nr rni. st.Lc c commission de t .ri Lcd t o me . Besides , I hc.d m..ce up my rni.nc
this time not to l eave Pc r-i s bef'o r-e having c ccomp.li.sheo :.: fi x ed :...grecm-.;n t .

Acco rdi.ng to thi s pLcn , th e discussions , tdcing p.L.c e onc e: mor- e i n the
Gcrrncn Frnbas sy , took 2. mOI'0 of fi cicJ. form . TI1 (; Fr ench a81 eg _'.tion, he t.ue d by
DnRL:.N, V/':l.S composed of HUl'lTZIGER, bENOI ::>T-MECHUJ en d the Mini st~r of Co.l.on.i. e s ,
Adrni.r-al, PLhTON who wer-e cc cornpcni.ed by seve r-al. othe r oI'f'Lcers Hi th coLon i c.L
experi ence .
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During the sessions Last.Lng about. 10 days , t.h e following points were
e stablished i n :J. protocol ( "P"RISb;H ? ROTOKOL1") end mutudly ~grceci upon:

It W:J.S con ceded t o th e Fren ch to t rc.n s fe r t o bYiil" from the home­
L en d men and mat.er-Lal, of the) r.rmy and Jd r fo rce i n :n unlimit ed strength . In
c.clclition, ar-r-angcment.s were made to give Gcrmcn ~,id , i f n c c e s s ..:. r y , ..:. s L ..r .i s
r-ai. Ln ay tr.:msports and hc.rbo r f~cilitiE;s wcr c concerned , i n order t o secure these
r ei nf orc emen t s fo r ::JYRIk :.:. g~'..in st :.;11 I mpenctirig British ..:. t t .:... ck . Direct German
dd in th e f orm of German air Force uni ts VIC-,S NOT a sk ed f or.

2) BIZERTE 'm d FRENCH NORTH hF'RICh

Ht. Gerrnun r equ est. , the Fr en ch agr-eed up on op ening the hc.r-bor of
BI ZERTE for German and Lt.ul.Lan suppl ies to t he .od.s c r mi.es in the CYli.t,N..JC.t1.,
st.r-i.c t.Ly excl uding ccny t roop s hi pmen t s ,' In this H::':'y it W:iS hop ed t o :.:.voi d further
h oo.vy losses , bot h of tonn~ge ~n d goods , brought 2..bou t con t i nu.:...l l y by the '
shippin g of VlJ. r mat.erti al, to TRI POLIS .

HS il cr unt. er con cession th e French r-en ewe d ~ci cn.Lc.r ge d th eir ovm
dcmcrids for personnel ari d mr.tc r-i.c l, r einforcements i n Nor t h i1fric ::.. by pointing
out th e hosti le r cnction s which were to be expected on :J.ccount of the shipping
of Axis sup pl ies to BIZERTE.

Whi le t he French thus :J.?p...t.runt l y t ook in con s i.dc r-c. t .i. on th e def'en so
of Nor-th r.f' r-i ca by Fr-enc h troops i.h i.ch ;~:J. S in cgr-cemcn t, wi.th Germ an -Tt.c.Li.cn
i nt ere s t s, t hey were once mor -e a sk ed t o rdieve: Gcn cr <.tl \..l!,YGiu~lJ .is C-i-C of t.hat,
0.1'0 0. becaus e of t h e Ge rman distrust f or hi m. ( Thi s demcrid \J_ S fin~~ly cgr eed
upon, bu t not men t ioned in th e protocol) .

As an ,~n ti r01y ncv, topic .o f t he di s cu s sions , ur.Ki-Jt , ~t t h e
r eque st of t.h e German Navy, w:.:.s t o be considered as t: Gerrncn Subm.i r-i.n e ·:...nd
fti r Forc o ba s e . The French opposi t ion a gaf n st, thi s dern.md w<..:. s s t r ong but WG.S

f'Ln al.Ly over-come . Prop e r pr-cpnr-at.Lon s wer- e , h owcvcr, t o bl:: 'rn..ce an d , a s wc.s
poi.nt. cd out , could not b e fin ished be fore the f all of 1941. "ny G.... rm..n :...i d
t.horct.o vrc s decLa.n ed by th e Fr-ench erid it was not deemed pruct.i ccbl o, even by tho
Ge r r:n n Foreign Office , t o sen d c' German Control Cornrci sai.on or ..:. t Le..st. ~ civili.:-n
Con s u l.nt .o to Dilr~"Ft, t.aki.ng due r-egard of the crti.t.Lc c.l, J.t t i t uw., of the U. b . H~

The discussions of French pl.ans t o r egJin t h0 T0CHnD':'.L.:..ku-Dis t r i c t
and .con s i dc r nt i ons how best to prot ec t th e zon e of Df.Ki-LR ':. g~in st }!tJ.:,t,'lOl.N were
continued an d limi t ed German c.i.d a gr -eed upon a s compens c.t ing Fr-en ch conces s i.on s
at D:.Kl',R'.

. Look i ng beck ;.:. t th~ gen er-al. French ::-.t t i t u du du r ing t he con f erence,
Lt may be stc.t cd that D},m",.N end espec i.al.Ly BFl~OIST-lVd.:;(;H I1J .ippc•.r ca ._ S t.h e broad-
minded po.l i t.Lc i an s who, :.is L" VJJ. di d bef'o r-o , succeoded:...t scv cr-c.L t irnes i n OVer­
coming difficult ai.t ua t i.on s , u sucl.Ly c r-eat cd by th e ..nxi et.y -...nd prcf'e s s i on al.
corre ctness of HUNTZI GEH arid PL"TON . HUNTZIGER, in t.h , cour-s e of t.hc se sl i ght
int erf0rcnc c s, once un d8rlin ud t he psych ologi c':u difficulty of the ~rr.mgem (.;nt s

when he po i n ted to th e .::'.t t itudc of t h .:. o.vo r 2..ge Fr ench o1Lict.;.t' "ho, i n hi s op i ni on
coul d but gradual.Ly be won fo r ~ mi.Li t.ur-y coopcr-c.t.Lon vzi.t.h t he former enemy .
VICHY, unde r the Ln f'Lu enc e of th e Mi. l i t ;:ry Cab.l.nct , c0t't ..:.inl y s tuck to .:.: s imi l.::r
poi n t of vi ew gi vi ng only little , i f .my suppor-t to its Prim," Minist~r who , in, .
addit i on t o t.na t, - L~ S h e comp.l.ui n cd to rnc por-sonal.Ly - h i...S se ver-ul.y hcmpered
by the of'f i.c.i al. Gerrncn pol icy i n Pur-i,s ,

If thi s gener-al. ::.t t i t ude s eemed to confirm onc e more t he
char-act o j-j s t.Lo el ements of' the Frc~nco-Gurm;ill mi lit ..1ry di s cus s i on s , ment i on ed in
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tho beginning, t h ere H~~S cno thcr proof ther eof given by th e poLi.t.i.cc.l, u.gr 0 t,.:llH:mt
which, ~ftcr ~l, w~s determin ed to go ruth th e Protocol ~s ~ , genGr~l cov~r ~d

0. rnutucl.ly [1.cknowledged speciw. provisi on to pa r e. (3), r ",fer r ing t o j)"K.....R . In
I .

this shor-t. note which co-used much di f fi cul t y and time in ar ;,..ft i ng, the Fr en ch wer-e
assured on c e more , but in gener~l t erms on ly , th~t th ~ milit~ry ~greunents formed
but j, par-t of en amp.l e gener-al, un derstanding ,,:hich wr.s t o pe deveLoped in du e t im e .

xf't e r- my r et u r n, t h e Protoco l \f2.S gcner-a.LLy appr ove d of :.~ t

BERCHTESGjiDEN, though i t w<:~s cmphcs i z.cd tho.t th e Fr-ench concessi on s r cg....rding
BIZERTE end DfiKHR wer e rG.t her highly pat d f or by the Ocrmun cornpen sc.t.Lon s . My
own stcnd point t.hat. t h e r einforcements f or French Nor t h t.f r i c.:;, wcr o by n o n.ecn s
sufficient to prevent an .it.t.ack on one or the othe r po i n t of t.he long s t r e t ched
c'f'st, f oun d just as l it t le con sd.de r-at.Lon :::'8 anot.h or- , t.hct no ..Jnpl e ::..nd honest

/f?rcnch cooperation could be s er.i oual.y expected D.S l on g ..:.s m..ny hundr-eds o f thousends
French coldicrs wer-e kept b uck i n Ge rman prison ccmps , The German Forci gn
Ministe r appce.red t he L east, inter-ested, .zid t r i ed, for i n s t cn ce, to pe r-suede HITLEIt ,
but i n v.:-.in, t o adopt his en t.Lrel.y unr-eason;..bl,c opinion th , ~t II G0nL:rJ RO\ll\'l.SL wi.th
his armor-ed divisions wi.Ll, c.c compl.i. eh al.L th.:>..t ( BI L:ERT1 - dcf en s e o f Fren ch Nor t h
Afric~ - Di.Kf,R) mu ch bett el' f or you t.han the Fr-ench 11 .

The It.:.'.li,:ms, up t o th <.:..t time ) had been k ept out o f t.h c Frcnco­
German di s cussions thou gh HITLER's consideration f or th e Itc.1Ln s h ..d be en ..nother
obst.ccLc in t he \'lay of Cerm.,n con ces s d.ons to t.h c French in t he h ..: s t t.: r n
Medi.t .er-rcncan zone , Now) th e It~~li .::.ns were informed of t.h .; Protocol Jld g _Vl,,) their
subsequent consen t, however not wi.thout, aski ni:; :c<:..t b er po irit edl.y t o h..vc ..:. p ~.rt

in any f urt her conferences of t.h ut, kind .

E. Col l .:lbor.:::.tion .:..t '~vo rk i n Syri a <::nd Nor t h 1.f r ic <.l

Ha rdl.y t.wo we eks ~·~ i'tt.;r my r-eturn f r om P,.rU;" , t.h o bri t ish ~tt .... ck on
Syria F.:1.S initic..tad and put th l:.: coLl.cbor-ct.Lon to t !10 t c s t. .

French troop s , t o the a s t.on i shmen t. of th e: Ge rm.en pcopl. e , \ 1(;1'0 c c.r r.i ed
by r-ai.L t h r ough Southern Germany t.o ShLOi\l I K" t.lri.Lc Fr-ench s hi p s lying t.hcr-«, were
r-eady for their tr,:nsporl t o Sy r.i an h er-bo r-a en d F1'011ch cl <.;slroy\;!'s ,,0 r L: t o :..w.:::.i t
the t r-cn spor-t.s somewhe r-e off the Dodecune se , The common en dec.vo r-s , hov cver, did
not meet \'li th su cces s . "s L t!' :.:.S I r emembor-, th e dcst.r-o yer- s ': Id';.;; not ..bl,c to
br-ook through the Briti sh bl.o ck nde off the Syri on coz.s t. , so t h _t shippi ng o f
troops p roved impossibl e . The troops had t o r eturn t.o Frcn ce , hi th th e exception
perhap s of a f ew spl:ci.lli sts f or who s o t r.:,nsport Fr-ench or Gerrn.,n ~-i rcr<d't from
Gr eek b. .scs h od been rna de ~,v ~.i l:.:.bl t: .

The scme :..:.i r port s S 0L"V ud as Ln t.crmcdi a t.o br.s e s l or un its of t.h e Fr-ench
~rforc~ goi ng to Syria .

hhile th e: Br i t ish .inv.xi c r- s coul d be huld in ch ock for -'Hhi l t...: by t he
French i n Sout.h er n Syria f urther ender.vo r-s wer-e made by th e Cermcn s ide to
support t h e French an d thu s t o p r-even t, th o Br i ti sh troop s t o penct r c.t.e f~rth er .

Tha t , houcvcr , W<lS not the rc su .L t, o f .:.: sudden z~2.lof co.Ll.cborr.t.Lng bu t of th e
direct GerJTl~'.D i n t e r os t in k cepi.ng th e Br i t ish <~,;:::.y from the Sout h e r n border o f
TU RKEY end in secur-Ing th e Land conn ec t.Lon \lith nU1C. l.pcLr t from t.h c t , an y gen er-al,
strength enin g of th e: Briti sh po s .i td.on in t h e Ea s t ern iVludi t<:.: r r ;..:.l1 <;:.n , r -e su.l t.Ln g
from the Oc cu pw.tion of Syr i a w.i s to be cvo.i.dcd .

Uotvlithst:.:nciing th e co n sen t o f VICHY i t took s ome t uno , un til Gene r :'.l
DENTZ in SYRln could be won OVer LO a c cept, ~v(;n z.c t.ivc Gcrrnc.n suppo rt , of'f' er' c d
by .t he ~crm,:.l1 spec i c.L Envo y (fLHN) i n un i son vzit.h the Germ.in control commi ssa on ,
one to L ot, the Germ .:;n ;."i r fo r cl3 p <.:rt i ci p.:::.tc i n b2.ttl c ~g".in st t h l.; Br i t ish fl (;0t
off t i](; Sy r i .:m co,:st .')nd :J.g::...inst th e L..nai ng a t t:...cks . by thi s ._LLi l u OG, 1JM 'l'6 end

I
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th e rnc.j or-i.t y of his of f icers corps , ut, fi rst , conf'Lrmeo the r-emc.r k mad e by Gener-al,
HUHTZI GER c. f ew weeks befor e a t P, RI S, r egcr-dtn g t ho "ii l l i nc91 e s s of the Fr en ch
so lJie r to pc.rt~ke i n c.ct i ve collabor~tion .

V:hi le t hi s at. t.itude , in t he cours e of event s , ch criged r c.t.her- qui. ckl.y
in I'avo r of German ai d , i t be came upp.....r-en t ve r y soon th c.t t he co ndi t i on s , under
wlri ch t h e Ge rman hirf orce ha d t o f i ght i n SYItI rv , ,.'01' 0 rdhe r un f'cvo r-cb.l e , Since
no sensible prep a r ations coul d h av e been made LI1 li on l y ~ f e"1 smc.Ll, .hi r f or c e
unit s were avai.Labl,c , a r-ez.l, r elief o f the Fren ch situ c.t i on could harcil.y be
r-ccch ed even tempo r arily . ,h (:n TUhKEY r e fu s ed t.he suppl y of g:... sol i n e '"'-!lei the
revolt i n IRH.~ broke down , t he: co.l La bor ..rt i.on ct. t he E·J.s t enu of the Mediterr~cD.!1

thc~tre f ound i t s ear l y end .

Sti ll , th e con sequences went fu rther and af'f'c ct.e d al. so th e situation
<It BI ZERTE and in Nort h "fr i co.. On ce th e French h ad expe r i en ced that German
mi.Li.t.c r y power, f ar I'rom t h e homel. cnd , W2.5 mor e l imit ed t.ncn i n Cen t r :...l Europe,
t h ey became incr e :::.sin gl y ccuti.ou s i n ex po sang t h emselves t o n ew cL.:n ge r s . Thus
whi.Le t h e l o s s es of tonnage and freigh t on the W2.;y" f rom It.:.:li...:n h.:.:rbors to
TRIPOLI :.'.nd the suppl y p robl em i n t h e CYRENi,ICf' b ecame mor-c Lnd mor.e dis­
qu i eting, t h o Fren ch t. r-i.c d by ever y mean s to evade t hei r obl i.gct.Lon r esulting
from pe..r~ ( 2) of th ~ Proto co l .

Ht fi rst , th ey pointed t o th e politi ccl cu ve r no t u which h:..:.d not 'yet
been f ol l owed up by «ny signs of 0.. modifi ed Gcrm.;n ct t.Ltude in t.he gen er-al,
po.Lf.t.i.c rd, si.t uct.Lon be tween the t wo count.ri.e s , ';hen fin...l l y yi ..;lding t o the
German r.r gumerrt t.hat the po'l i .t.i.cal. .:.~gre E;mcnt did onl y appl.y t o th<... milib.ry
s t.Lpul.at .i.ons r-egarding Di.KH.R , no t BI L:£RT£ , en d thd t.he Ce rm.,n concessions i'or
th e rcinfo rc ~n ent of Fren ch Nor t h " f r ic<..:. 'wer e i n ful l swi ng, t.e chni. cal, difficulties
o f ~1 ever i n cre2.si ng s ize C2.ffiC t o the f oreground . Th~y co ncc r n 8d th~ ~u8stion

whether Fren ch or Gc rm.:.n t.onnage should be used, t he Ltal.i. an t.onn ..ge being
ex cl uded from th o beginni ng, - whe ther ships f or BlZERTt should btl 1 0 •.d e c in
Fr-ench or ItdiU1 h c r bo r- s , - how the cent r ol of unl.or.di.ng .... t BI L.EHTt; should be
cxccu ted et c .

I n t he end , 2. S :;. ma t t.cr of f'act , no shi p f o r th e: Oerrn..n xrrny in J\fric .::!.
has ever been unLouded at BIZt;RTI<.; Har-bor, t.hc t i s oc f 'or-e, Nov 42. , wh en th e
s i t.u atd on chan ged compl.et. el.y . I n st. eud of t hat , t h e F'rcn ch i n t.hc f' c.Ll, of 1941
o f'f'c r cd t o put stock s of \'i~r m:.ter i::..l , motor t rucks , g.•.sal i ne: ~1Q ,-gr i cul t u r :.:.l '
produc t s whi ch we r e .:.tt hand in North hEr ice.. at t.h c di spo sc.l o f th e Gerrncn s , This
method \'l 2..S adopt.cd and c:.:rriod ou t on t he spot by Germ. .n mili t.:.:. r y conullissions
whi ch bou ght t.h e goods end had t.h ern t r .:.nsportcd di. r-cc t.Ly t o hOM.l'AtL . '

As men t i on ed above , t r oop s and war - mat.c r-Lal. h . .d been shi pped in the
me:ntimc ~ccording to .:lgr8em~nt s m.::de i n or de r t o gu.:.rJJ1te8 c. be:tt vr p r o tection
of Fr en ch North "fr i c .:.-:. . But i n cddi. t i.on to thei r rcm:..i lli ng ut ttrly i.nsufficient
t h e French willin gn e s s to .de f en d these terr i to r ies , i f ,.t t :..:.ck ed , VI"S very ,
qu e st.Loncbl.e . The Fren ch al.so i nformed u s f r om t u ne t o time t.h..t, th ey did not
con sider ou r "concessions" wh c t t hey ought t e be , since , i n t heir opi nion , i t vte.e
as much i n t h e German intere s t ':':'5 i n t.h ei.r own to gut t h e indispens...:.bl .:: mccn s
f or t h e 6cfense of t.n e Nor t h J\f ric<:J1 COL:.st . Furth er Fren ch c ern... n ds i n thi s
diroctio~ were linpending .

hlTlong t h e r c:inforc cments ar-r a vmg i n North hf r i c .:.... f rom Burope , th e
Fr ench , i n a c co r-dan ce wi t h cgr-eemont s made , vic r : sh.ippi.ng oth er t r oops , mostly
Scncgal. c s cs from t he r e t o Fr-ench h est ~fric2. : thu s prvpar-i.n g th~~r pl. ans rvgur-dtng
the TSCHAD-Lc.ke-District as we.l.L as r C:l.n f or c:l.n g t h e zone of UnKI\.R . The intended
mili tc.r y compensa t.Lon s i n f r.vor of Ge rmcn su lmar-i.n e cn c ~.i r b..sos in Fren ch \'Ic st
i.f ri ce.. however , have never been ccrr-Lcd out . HITLER cu o no t uph ol d his clai ms
on thi~ point , sin ce apar t f r om the po l i t i cal prov i sion s , n 0V-.;r s", r i ou sl y
con ai.dcr-cd, he hc.d l,.;v",r y dcs.i r e to __voi d JJ1y a ct i.on i.h i ch might Cc,use t h e U .~ . A.

t o e!1. t e r the WCLr .
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F. Lo..st h.ttempts ~:.n d th e End
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Th 8 execution of th ·:: "Pr'o t.oco.L n thu s l ef t both s .i ce s un s c t Lsf'L ed
while the ent r y of th e U . ~ . j., . in t h e wa r i n Dec . 41 cr-o.it od .:.!. new s i.t.uat.i.on . al. s o
with r-cgcz-d to the German-Fr-ench r 01 dion s .

lit thi s moment i t W~lS "bETZ ,J.g.::i n who i.o rc cc: ..n i ssu e when h e .ar ranged
.3. visit of Gcnerol J UIN t o BERLIN. JUH~, who ::Lt t h(; r cquos t. o f l\Lrsh .:.:.l PETnIN,
had b een rol e.:1. s ed sever-at months bcf'or-e f r om 2. Gen a;".,."} pri s on CJllP, h . .« succeeded
\ IEYG;J~D 2.3 C-in- C i n North "fri c ,-, . JUIN vrc.s 1'(;c eive d by GO~HnJG, v.horn I inform ed
about. t.h c si t u .:::.t ion .by 2. f GH r C'~'1E,.rk s, yvhi l(; JUIN :.l re .::.dy liJ~ S \ 1 ~ Li ting in th 0
ant.cchcmbcr ,

Thi s time, mi l iL,.ry di scu s s ions were r cst r i cte: d t o Nor t h " f r ic .:i onl y ,
but vdt.hout, getting c.n y b ct.t. cr r e sul t s . On a c c o u n t, o f t. h o s t.r-a.i.rie d s .i t.u.rt.i.on in
Ruasi.a, Ger many n l2it hGl' \'l:...S \'ii llin g no r ;:;,blo t o plo..c (; c,ny mo r o es sent.L....L mi l i t.:.r y
means 2.t the dispo s al of t h e: Fr-en ch, wrii.Lc t h e Fren ch on thGir s i de h .....d no t hi ng
to offer but t.h ed r qu cst.Loncbl.c wi.Ll.Lngn e s s to de fen d t.h e Nor t.h d 'ricJll coc.st .
Besides, t h e: as sumpt.i. on t.ha t, t.h cy woul.d fi ght sti l l depen ded on th e) Gcrrnan s
complying vii th t h ei r pol i t.Lcal, :..:.i ms , but t h e s e con t.Lnu cd t o be wi t hout :;.n y bette r
prospcct .

'This conf'eron ce b0twe C'r! G01hlj~ G and J UIN Wi..s t.h« L .. s t. on e in t h L:
sequence of milit2.ry discussions wi t h th o Fr-ench , I knov. of .

I am convinc ed, howevcr , t!1.'..:.t th e German hmb.:..ss;..do r in P,.lU b " br.,J'L:, ,
hc.s n ever c CJ.::: ed t o pursu 8 hi s politi c~l .:lims . L.:lt er on , I oc c... s ion 2.11y h 0c:..rd
from him for Lnst.cncc t h Clt ,2 " pr cli mi n c.r y peace " wi t h f'Hd~C}i; - ~S he c ... .lled it _
cou.Ld still Lead t o J.. Fr-ench dcc.Lrrut.Lon of vuss: i.·.g ...'.i n s t Engl.:..nd, though ccrt ...inly
not o.g2.inst th e U. S. li . 'VVi thout trying t o eval.uct.c wh e t h e r this pret.ext w.... s
justified or could b e made prc ct.Lcebl. c zrt al l du r i ng thut r _ther l .:..t ," st.z.go of
the Hal' , I just want. cd t o mention i t, be cau s e i t pr ooa.bl y \\ as th e cause 01' the
wi.despr-ead belief in t h e Gorman Army , t ha t PETi\.I!'J on ce h ad of fe red a French
military alliance t o Ge rman y which h a d been re j e cted .

The Angl.o- Am cr-Lcan l anding oper'a t i.on i n French Nor t h J.\f r i ca on B Nov
1942 put the German-Fren ch military c01labor8.tion t o i ts final t est . One month
before,' in a strategical su r vey , I had point ed out t.h a t su ch an a c t i on wC.s very
p robably to be expected wi t hin t.he n ex t peri od o f time arid that t h e fr ench
defense should b e much more r einforced t o b e able to vzi. t .hs t.cnd i t wi t.h even t u al.succc;ss .

The cours e; o f ev ent s whi.ch i'oll ovlCd ,th e l anding i s knov.n . Si n ce a l l

the endeavors from bot h th e Gormill'! a nd th e Fren Ch s i d0 , t o improvis e d common
defense of Tunisia, un der t he n cw s i t.u at.Lon M CI thu s t o mak e IIp 10r f ormer
ormnission s, r-emai.n ed un su cc c ss f u l , th e Gc'rman-Frcn ch mi l i t c.try co.l.Lubor-at.L on had
come to its def'Lrri t o end .

31 Jul 19h5. For t h o t v, C. 01' S. G":' 2 , USFET,
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