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Item 5 comprises in pe.rt an official letter from Keitel to Hitler in whic)l
the former submits the jollowing summarized draft for the FuehrertR R~~roval.

DRAFl' FOR TH~ Nli1W DI'QECTlVE GBEEN (Czechoslovakia)
Berlin, 20 May 1938

1. Political Pregeguisites:

Unless the moment becomes particularly opportune, it is not my intention
to smash Czechoslovakia in the near future, without provocation.

2. B6~itJ~1 Ca~lities for the Commencemen~~~heAction:

Invasion without provocation or justification cannot be considered
becaus~ of possible consequences.

Action will take place either after a period of premeditated dip~omatic

aggravation, in which case blitz action would still be a necesei~y, or
through lightening-swift retaliation to a serious proroklng incident. in
which case military action would be justifiable in the eyes of at least
part of the world. The latter is more favorable.

3. Conclusions for the Preparations of Case of Czechoslovakia

Military success must be accomplished within the first four days.
Otherwise. a European crisis will certainly arise. (Armed War)

Czechs are tobe threatened, thus reducing their defensive potential,
Germans are to be directed to support the Armed War, and neutrals are
to be influenced on our behalf. (Propaganda War)

All economic means possible are to hasten the collapse of Czechoslovakia.
Hitler will determine the d~te for the opening of the Economic and
~ropaganda wars. which will precede the Armed War. (Economic War)

(The remainder of this draft is so similar to the final draft that it
has been omitted here) (See Item 11)


