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LE~~~L ?EF;;H.E:~CES

ffArticle G~ The Tribuna] established b: 'clie .Agreement refl~ned to in
,~ticle 1 hereof for the triRl and funishment .)f the mHj:)):" y.·!U" cl'binals
of ·1'.e Eu~''):;.ean Axis countries sh;).il Lave the pO....Jer -to try and punj.sh
pel':::~ms ""ho, actin,; itl the ir,terests vf the ~ur'Jpean J\.xis ccuntries,
·Ihetb.er as i~dividua1s or as meT!lb'3~'s of orsanizati::ms, co:nmitted any of
":he foJ.lowil1; Cl' bas:

"'1'he follo....ving acts, or any of them, are cri:-<e5 cominG within the
jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which there shall be individual re­
sp:::ms ib i lity:

(a) CTITIiES A~AINST PEAC3: ~amely, planning, prepRratian,
initiatlvn 0r wag:'..!:,,; of a war of aggression, or .';t war
in violati.'Jn ·")f interns:i:ione.l treaties, agree:nents or
aSsl.1l'anCes, or j:.'A.rticip''1.tion in a com:ns.n plan or con­
spiracy for the acc",lTlplis:-ment :,f any of tho forr::iEoing ••• ff

"Lellcers, oro;:'..ni2:e1"3, il":stiGato1'S L1!)r1 acc-:-mplices p~rticjpating in
tlie formulation or exec ~ti;Jr- of a C0r11~On ~lan 0r conspirRc7' to commit
D.n:v of the forei~cing crir,es 8.1'3 1'esn,.. ;:1si.',lc £':)1' :3.11 >.ct::; n~;rf_i1':n'Jd by
an? persons in execution of suc~. pla, •

"Article 7. 'fh.: official positi':: :>f nefench.nt:3, 'l;het~:1")~ ~s Heads ,)f
Sbite :::1' r8sl:_msi~)le Jfficiills in ''''·-·ver!''JTlent :D~p:lrt~:'!~:n':;s, ~hlll r.ot be
c::msic1ered as frceinli: t!:c':ll fror.l rGSr,,:·nsi'Ji1ity cr miti,:c.t5r.g ::'tmish~ent.

"Article 8. The f'1C':: that the DGf'tinrb,nt 'lcted :ltJl'sU'3.nt to order of
his /;':::vet'n,..,ent or of q superL:l' shAll ::'let i'l'C8 hi"" fj'o!11 rer;n.JnsibilHy,
but m:::.y be ccnsidered in mjtit~atbn I)f puni.shn3nt if '~:]l(; Tl'i~ur"'l.l d ..)te1'­
m5,ne th"l.1:: justice so r(')I.1':.iros."

Treaty of V,;rsailles, _\l"ticle 81. (Po. TC-7) •

.iu"~)it~'ation treaty between (1,)1' any "l.!ld Czechos1ov.':l.kia, sif';ned at
Loc'3.rno, 16 October 1925. Uo. 1G-14).

gree[(lcn-!:; bctwc",n Germany, the Unit0d ~\inSdom, F" mee !In-:-} It'3.1y con­
ducied at I!,u::1ich, 29 Septcmoe1' 1938. (Fo. TC-23).

AGrccmp.:J.t 0::' 1f 7iarch 1939, sj t;ned b~.: Hit ler, Ihcha, v::>n Pibbel1tro"!J
and Chv~lkovsky•. (~04 TC-4~).

Trcat~ of Protection conclude1 b8t~een 1::hG ~0r~an Reich a~d the state
of Slovakia, 23 ~~'3.rC~l 19~~9. (Yo. l'139-PS.).

D~CREE

Decreo of -the "Fu,)hrer concc1'nimr. tho PrQtect.)ro,t:· of BobGmia nnd
Eor~via, 16 March 1939. (~1. TC-51).
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CZECHOSLOV..8.KIA

STATEMBNT OF EVJD~¥CE

I

THD DE~ ::LOP:GKT OF TH2i: NAZI PROGRAM OF AGGRESSION ~ .
HITLZR AND DLj~l~NT KEITr.L t{8~T ON 21 APnIL 1930
TO DISCUSS PLaNS FOR l:ftIE Cl:n:Q,UEST OF CZZCHOSL:.;VAKI.&.

i'lith the annox"1.tion of AustriA. c~msumm~.tod on 13 Mp,rch 1938, the

lJp.zi conspir.?tors turned their F1.ttonti?n to CzechoslovPkiFl .<:\.s their

next objcctivn. The preceding ~.utumn, <>.t e. conference in the Reichs

Chpncellory in Berlin on 5 November 1937, Hitler hp.d set forth the

.progr~I:l which GermRny WI",S to follow. The quostion for Germe,ny., the

Fuhr0r hp.d informed the cOIIl!Ik'1.ndors of the Army. bTl3.vy ;:o,nd Luftwaffe

~nd the Reichsministers for Foreign AffRirs ~nd War, is where the

greatest possible conquest could be mFlde ~t the lowest COst4 at tho

top of his agenda stood' h.ro countries: Austria <md CzechoslovAki'!:!.

On the I".ssumption thA.t e. compulsory e;nigrA.tion of 2 million from

Czechoslovakil1. Ftnd of 1 million from Austria could be cp,rried out,

the conquest of these two np.tions would meRn tho c~pture of food for

from 5 to 6 million people. The p,nnexFl."cion of these twq Stp.tes to

Germeny would mean shorter p.nd better frontiers ~nd the freeing of

military personnel for other purposes. It would also offer the

possibility, Hitler tald his ~dvisers, of drFlwing 12 new divisions

fr·om ·the conquered. countries I representing one new division for eFl.ch

million of popul~tion.

(386-PS. Notes on a conference
withlIitler, Berlin, 5 November
1937, signed Rossbach.)

Four months lp.ter. in M~rch 1938, Austri~ w~s occupied by the

Germen ~rmy. p.nd fmnexecl to the Reich. The time hFld come for a re-

definition· of G~rmpnintentions towA.rd Czecho slovakia. The following

month, On 21 April •.co-conspirFltors Ri tler <>.nd Keitel mett;:, discuss

pl~ns for the envelopment end conquest of the Czechoslovak state.

They decided to launCh ~ militFlry·~ttp.ck only p.fter ~ period of

diplomF'.tic squP.'bbling which, growing more :serious, would lead to the

excuse for w~r. In the altern~tlve. they planned to unleash ~ lightning

atte.ck ftS the result of A.n II incident" pf their own creati on. C01'lsiderA.-
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tion WRS given to the ~ss~ssin~ti0n of the Germpn Amb~ss~dor et Pr~gue

to cre::\,te tho req:uisi to inciclent. T:J.G necGssi ty of ""9ro"')P.gp.nd.q to guide

the conduct of Ger:n;:ms in Czcchos10vPkiry, c.nc. to intimidp,te th<l Czechs

wp.s recognized. Pr0blef.ls of t~pnsp()rt p.nd t~,ctics ...rere discussed ,,,ith

.q view to overc ming ~ll Czcch~s10vok r0sistRncc within four dpys, thus

presenting the \·Tor'.d with P. fe,it pccol!!9li pnd forC'st?lling outsido

intervontion.

(388-'PS, Iten 2. File of pnpers on
Cp.se Green kept 'by Schmundt, Hi tIer IS

Adjut~nt, April-Octoocr 1938).

II

.d.T TH:S TE1E OF THIS COl~S?L'1b.CY FRI=~;TILY DIP:::'OMdTIC
REJAT IONS :2;'IST3ill :B:.·TT.i=~T G~:1.iiD.:i.:;Y -~lm CZIjCHOSLOV.1KIA.

This conspir~cy must be vi~wed pg~inst ~ b~ckgr~und of p~ic~blc

German-Czech diplorr.~tic rel~ti~ns. Alth0ugh they h~d in the f~ll of

1937 deter:nined t r , destroy the CZGch~slovp.k st?.to, the le::>.ders f)f tho

Germen govcrn~:lent were 't0und by p trep.ty ')f p.rbi trp.ti'm ::md 'by 8.ssurpnces
.j., {

\. freely given t:'l observo tho sovereignty of CzochoslovP,kir->.. By p forrr.p,l
'" i

.1 t 1
(v reaty signed at Loc~.rno 16 Oct')bcr 1925, Gcrl!lpny p.nd Czechos10v?Kip.

?.gre~d with ccrt~in oxceptions. to refor to pn ?.rbltrol trib~Ul~l 0r to

the Permanent Court of Internp.'ti;mp,l Justice

" ••. fl.ll dis"9utes 0f every kind between Gcrr.:pny e.nd Czecho­
slovp.kip, with regr'rd to ',,~ich tho pPTties pre in ccmflict p.s
to thoir respective. rights, pnd which it mpy not be possible
to settle "Ilnicl'l'bly by the n')rmp~l meth0ds of diplof.lpcy • .. "

The pre~'ble of this troqty stp.ted:
.'

I

f
·:
... 1

I
I

. ,
. ,\ .

liThe President ~f the Ger".an Enpire ....nd the Prcsic.ent of
the Czochoslovpk Republic; cq,uplly rE'solved to mp,in tpin p88.CO

behToen Gern1P..ny :ond Czoch0s1ovP.ki ...., by p..ssuring the ,?op.ceful
settlement of diffcrC'nccs ...,hieh might ,"'.rise 'tet",een the two
countrios; decl~.ring thpt respect f0r the x'ight s est,Q~'blished by
trcp,ty or rosulting frOl.l tho lA.w !)f n".t ions is ·'1bligp.t0ry for
international trib'U."ll'lls; A,grEJoing to recognise t:J.8~t the rights
of a. Stp.te CA.nnot be m'Jdified SPye with its c'lnscnt; pnd
considering th~t sincere obscrvpncc of t:J.o illGthods ;f pep.ceful
settlement of intern:>o,tic'lnfl,l disputes por:nHs of resolving,
without recourse t:) forco, q,uostions !Thich :np,y 'bicnIDe the
cause of division bct~ecn St~tes; hpvo d~cided to 8~body in P.

tre~ty thoir eo~mon intentions in this respEJct . • • n

(TC-14, ~rbitrntion TrAA.ty tetween
Germany pnd Czpcl1oslovpkip., LocP.rno,
16 October 1925).

- 2 -
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On 1 May 1936 Hitlor, spe~king in Be~lin, s~id:

liThe lie' goes forth f'g~in thp.t Gcr!!l?.ny tonorrow or the d?y p,fter
\oJ'i11 fp.ll up0n .Aust:d~, or Czechoslovpkip.,. I ask myself P.hl?,yS:
\'1ho CFl.n thes8 eloments be 'oJ'ho will hlwe no pep.ce, whn inci'~o

continually, who ~~st so dist~st, ~nd w~.nt no underst~nding?n

(2397-PS. ~uoted in Nati0n~1 Socialism,
p. ~38, fron The Tines of London,
26 Septomber 1939, p. 9. But Qt.
Voelkischcr J3ooDP.chtcr, 2·-3 l'-1Py 1936,
end F~ankfurter Zeitung, 2 MP.~ 1936.
In these newspapers the refei"Emcc to
Czechoslovekia is omitted).

On 11 p.nd. 12 ~4prch 1938, P.t the time of the pnnexation of .i'~ustria,

DefendRnts GQcring And von !\ou;(03.th !'I.ssured 1>1. Mastny, the Czechoslovak

Minister in Berlin, on behalf of the Gcrnan Govnrnment that Ger~-Czech

relations 'Irere not p,dverscly p,ffected by the Anschluss and th<?t Gcrffi.?.ny

still considered herself bound by the Arbitration Conventi0n of 1925.

AS a token of his sincerity defendant Goering prefaced his Fl.ssurpncc

with the statemcmt: "Ich gebe Ihnen i:1ein Ehrenwort" (III give you oy

word of honor. ll )

(T.C.-27. J3ritish Foreign Office
version of German assurpnccs, as
trPl.nsmi tted by M. Masaryk to
Viscount Halifax on 13 M?~ch 1938).

III

BE...qIND THE SCRZ7iN OF THESE ASS1JBANCES
THE .J..IoZ1 CONSPIP.ATORS PROCEEDED WITH
T~IR PLt~FS FOR AGGRESSIOT.

Behind the screen of these assur~nces the Nazi conspirators proceeded

with their military and politicRl plans for p~gressinn. Since the

preceding fall it hpd been est~Dlished t~.t tho aim of GerT~n polic7

during 1938 w~s tho eliminption of AustriA e.nd Czechoslovakip.. In '.:loth

countries the tTp,zi conspir~.tors "Oi~.nned to undermine the will' to resist

by propag~nd~ ~nd by fifth colu~n ~ctivities, while the ~ctu~l militAry

preparations were being dev81oped. The .rl.ustrinn oper~.tion. which received

priori ty for pO'li ticR1 p.nd strp.tegic reAS0ns, ,TFl:S cC'lrried out in Fobru,q,ry

and MGrc~ 19~8. Thenc~f0rth WehrmAcht pl~ning w~s devoted to CGse Green

(F~11 Grun), the designFl.tion given to the 0perntion ~~ainst CZ0choslovpki~.

(1780-PS. Di~xy ke~t Dy GenerRl Jodl
4 J~nupry 1937 to 22 August 1939).

- 3
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The Dilitary pl?ns for C~se Green hAd been drRfted in 0ut1ine form ~s

ep,r1y gS June 1937. The OKl,j T'Jp Secret I1Directive for Unified Prcppx8.t ion

for ''[PI, II signed by von Blor.lberg on 24 June 1937 pnd pr.;mulge.ted t·') the:

Army, Navy pnd Luftw?ffe f0r the yop,r beginning 1 July 1937, included ~.s

a II probable wPIlike E'ventue.li tyll, for which P, concentrp.ti:m plpn ,'IPS to

be drafted, CF\se Green (II vffl.r on t\'/o fronts with the contre of grp.vi ty in

the south epst l!). The originp.l of this directive, vlhich ;'1?'-S l?ter revised,

cpons with this supposition:

liThe wC'.r in the Gl3st CPJl. begin 71th p. surprise Ger:::a.n oper?tion
agp..inst Czechoslovpklp. in or-Cior to pp.rry the :lr.:u:ri.ncnt at tp.(;k Cif
P. superior enemy co('\l~.t:i.on. For such p.11 ?eti0n the politic?-l
conditions in p,ccordpJlce v!ith ir~tornp..tione.l Ie-A mus·t bo crep.ted
beforehe.nd. 1I

This directive set forth ~s one of its guiding principles:

IITh8 politicp.lly fluid warld situation, which does not 'Preclude
surprising incidents, deD~ds ~ continuous 'Pre,~~edness for war
of the German .t~rr.1ed Forces • • • to enable the m:;.li·tiP.ry
exploitRtion of politic~lly fRvorpble opportunities should they
occur. II

It ordered further work on the plan for mobiliz~tion without public announce-

¢ 1 mont nin order to put the Arned Forces in a position to begin ~ WRr

C'> suddenly ~d by surprise both p.s regp.rds strength Pond tine."

(0-175. O~V Directive for unified
pr2pnr.<>.ti0n for war 1937-1938, with
covering letter from VGn Blouberg,
24 June 1937).

The basic assumption of this directive, 1. e., prep?rp..ti0n for

~ggression, is underlined by the memorpnduo on the Orgpnization of the

Armed Forces submitted by the OKa to the O~V 0n 7 ~.rch 1938. This
.,;

oemoranduo, ~ brief in su~p0rt of the importpnce of the Ar~, empbP.sizes:

.;.

"Onl;r the Army C-3Il c0nque:c pn0ther country. As there pppe:trs in
the foreground the ~ossibility of ~ Tflr in the ERst, where it will
be ~ qu.estion C)f conquering vast ~rep.s, while P.t t!1e sP.me ti,ue All

lopregn~ble wRll would hRve to be erected in tho West, tho cle~er

it becomes th:'.t tho success 0f the Army will be the decisive fr.-,etor
in victory or dofe~.t. It must be p.dded t!1P,t none of our oJ7)onents
in tho ERst, neither Russip nar Pol~nd, c~n be completely destroyed
by sea or air, ~nd that Ozechoslovp~ia could per.he~s bo forced int')
the cession ~f certain territories by the destruction 0f her big
towns ?nd centres of industry, but not into the complete surrender
of her sovereignty. TJ incorporate P.. country or to broPJr its
resistance coopletely, One will pl"J.<>.ys hp.ye to conquer it in the
end • • ."

(British DP!25, MonorRndUr.1 OKa to O~V

on ttOrgpnizP,tion of .~rned Forcos" ,
7 Htl.rch 1938),;

-4-
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AFTER Till] 21. APRn 1938 ~{8ETING SPECIFIC
PJ,d.NS }'"'OR THE A,TT.d.CK (l~; CZEs:mSLOV...-I.KI.tl.
it/ERE EVOLVED DuRING. 'l1illj SPRING AND SUMr.tER.

At the 21 Ap:-il neotlng botvloen III ;J101' ::tnd KeHel '( see Point I supra)

specific pla."1.s for the e.ttpck on CZ0(;hoslovAkiA wore dfscussed for the

first ti::lO. This meeting was follo1tTed in the lp.te spring ~.nd sun:ner by 1='.

series of meJ:\oxp.nd? fmd te18gr?IDS p,dwlUel.ng CA.se Green. The Nad

c0nspire.tors djsplp.ycd P.. lively interest in intelligence dA.tp. c0nccl'ning

CzcchoslOVf'.k ::>.rn~nent "'nd defense (388·-1'S, cited ?bove, Items 4, 12 pne. 13).

Orders 11Tere issued for the rush:1.np, nf fortific'3.tlnn mee..sures in the West.

(388-PS, cited above, Items 8 f'.nd 18). In Mpy. June, July pnd AUgust

c'::mforences between HitlE.r P.ne. his r.iilit?,ry· 8nd poli,tical e.dvisers set

X-day for no l~'.ter thn.n 1 October p.nd resulted in the issuance of a

series lf Ml1sta.nt1y revised diroctives for the C'.ttp.ck. The most ir.lportl"nt

of t~ese directives ~nd c~nferences were:

a. DrA.ft of CA.se Green, revised P.S P. result of the pnnexation of

Austria, submitted to Hitler by defendp.nt KI~1te1 20 W.y 1938.

(38B-PS, cited above, Item 5).

b. Co~ference 28 M~y 1938 between Hitler end the leading nen of

the WehrIDR.cht end Foreign Office, including Beck, von Brauchitsch,

~d defend?nts R~eder, Keitel, Goering, Ribbentro~, pnd von'

Neurath. On this occ~sion Hitler made the following stBtenent:

"It is my unshpkepble will th~t CzechoslovRki~

should be wiped off the l!lP.p. If

.at tho ene. of t~e conferenco he f\.ddressed himself to the Genere.ls,

saying:

Il So, we will first tA.c1':le the si tu~tion in the Ep.st.
Then I will give you three to four yeqrs time and
then 1tre will settle the situe.tion in the West."

(Wiede~~n interrogation).

Tho following ~inter Hitler n~ed this.f\.s, the day on which the

c0nquest of the Sudetenlp.nd w~s l~unchod. In f\. speech before the

Rcichst?g I'm 30 JAnUP.ry 1939 the Fuhrer sflid' thA,t he had

II resolved to solve rmcep..nc~. for ail, A.nd this time
r.<tdice.lly, th<3 Sudeten G0rman quest 1ort·,. On M<w 28
I 0rdored that prep~rA.tions should be m~de for
militp.xy p.ction p.g~.in$t this'state by' October 2 •• "

(2360-PS. Speech by Hitler before
Reichst~g, 30 JPJlUfl.ry 1939).

-5-
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c. Revised directivE:: for CABe Green (1IT".,o-frontp.l 1P,r with the

southep.st F.S center of ~r<!.viJlJyll), dp;~ed Berlin, 30 t4::>.y 1938.

Signed by Hitler ~c1. f'"lrvlP.rdod 't:y c.efend:::mt Keitel to von

~rauchitsch pnd defend~nts R~edcr pnd G')cring. This directive,

which reple.ced Pprt 2, Section II of the "Diroctivo for Unified

PrepArp.tion for War" ))romulge.ted "by von Bl04lbo1'g 0n 24 June 1937

(C-175, cHed abov8), WP.s ~n exp;msj,'"ln of the dre.ft subDitted by

Keitel to Hitler on 20 K~y. It represented a further developDcnt

of the ideas for pol1tic~,l 2nd f.1il~t'>.,ry p,ction discussed by

Hitler Ana Keitel in the 21 April conference. I~ his covering

mC:.1orandur;l Keitel n0ted th?.t "its execution must be gu-<>.rBnteed

by 1 Oct0ber e.t the le.test .11

This order is the b::>sic directive On which the WehrD~cht

cp.rricd out its plc:mning for Cgse Groen.

"It is my unalterp'ble decision," Hitler sp..ic., "to smRsh
Czechoslovp.kip, J0hr:)ug~1 mili tA-ry ::> etion in the nc-"'.r future.
To P.w::J.i t or Dr'ing ,"',bout the poli ticp.lly -"1nd ::liE t p.r1.1y
most opportune moment is the job of the pollticpl le~ders.

Inevit~ble dovelopments inside Czechoslovpkl~ ')r ')thor
politicp.l events in ]iurope T<Thlch :::1J.ght crcA.t£' p. surprisingly
fpvox-p.blo 0p';)0rtunj ty c,nd onn l;it.ic!l !:lPY novel' return I!lP,y
prompt me to ~ct sooner thp.n m.."'Pccted. Tho proper ch0icc
pnd energetic ex~l')it~vti!)n')f I".n 0P'P,)I't.uno m0::lent is tho
best gUI'l.r"Ultee for succoss. vl:l.th t::is in ::lind preparations
arc to be e.::J.bp.rked up0n ,rit:J.O".lt o.el"'y.tT

The necessity of provoc?tion is discussed. gost desir::tble

is a lightning-swift ~tt~ck

III'l.S the result of P..Il incident through which Germ'ny hp.s
been un,,::>()pr~1Jly provQked • • • But even p. poriod of tension
proceeding 2. "'>r ~ust fino. its conclusiQn in ::m ".ction on
our pprt c0nt::tining ~ll the elements of surprise ~s reg~rds

tiDe p.nd. extent • • .If

Prop~€?~d~ warfare is to be lpunched which wIll intimic.::tte

Czechoslov~ir. p.nd reduce its defen!id ve potentip,l j instructions

must be issued to pro-Ger~,n gr0ups within Czechoslov2kip.

Military prcp~rations ~re to bc dir8ctod to the go~l of Over-

running Czech defens6s within f0ur dpys in order to discourp~e the

int ervention of out side powers. The bulk of the p,rI:1y is to be

employed; the Luftwaffe is to be c0~mittcd en ~~sse. M)bile units

of the ::trmy A.re to cross the border 1I1'l.t the sp.me ti::le ::>.s the

LuftwP.ffe, bofore the enemy hP.s beco!:!e aWP.re of our r.1obilizp>ti on. II

- 6 -
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The strp,tegy to be employed in the att~ck is set forth. A tine

tab~e is to be prepared f0r Hitler's RpprovRl~

(~8~·-FS. cited ~bove. Item 11; Jodl
::ntor:,:ogp.t:i.o~. 8 Septemoer. P.• mOt
1780-·PS, Jo<11 (!j.p,ry).

d. fue..ft for New D::'rective Green. d::>.ted Berlin. 18 June 1938. This

does n0t supersede the 30 May directive.

liMy i::L.!lediate objective is I'l. solution of the Czech proble::!
by my O.\fj.1 f:t:"ee Cl.ecis10n. Thi$ is in the foregrou...'1d e>f wy
p01iticA.1 intent:i.0ns. I hc~ve deci.ded to use !'my f::>·,to:;,·<"ble
p'11:i.tice.1 OPp()'~tunity to rep.ch this obj0ctiv8 ••• E::r,,;ever,
I 1,.,:'11 on:y tp'r::e RoGtion C'.gp.:'i.nst C~echoslovAk1.p. :'.f I Plll

firmly convincod thp~'G Fr?nce. p.nd with it Englp..nd. will not
e.ttp.ck "

Gencr~l directjJlns ere given for tho deployment of troops

pnd for procp.utionpry ::lep-sures in Vi8'f.T of the possibility th"'.t,

during the cxo.cution of Green. FrRnce or Engl~nd should decl~ro

WP.r On Gcr:n.:'>ny. T~1is directive

"will be augment cr. bj1 degr8cs e.s nccess?ry for the ve.rious
doplJymc:mt opcrp.tions. in the rep.lm of Spccip,l Affa~.rs •
..c>.Qwinist.rativc .d.ffairs. pnel mp.tters of ""<:';: econor:1y. The
nccess.=>j.-Y cUroct:i.ves for the prosecution of the WP.r will
be issued by ne frr,L1 time to tine."

Six pp.ges of schod.ules follow this drpft. These give Po ti::lG

t~ble of specific neasures for the preparation of the Ar~, Navy

Rnd Lufh'?_ffe for the conto.'uplRted fl.ction.

(388-PS. cited above, Items l48nd 15;
Jod1 interrog~tion. 8 September, R.. m.
pp. 10-11).

X-PIRn for mobilizetion without public announcement, which w~s

ade>pted on 1 July 1938.

(2~53·-PS. History of the GerffiP..n W~r

8nd ArmAment Economy by General
GC8rge Thomas).

f. Conference notes "Tining of the X-Order and the ~u0stion of

Ache.nce Measures, It dated Berlin. 24 Aug.1st 1938, and signed by

Defend~nt JodI. Submitted to Hitler on 30 August. The tining

of X-day e.nd the "dsdoro of' F\dvffilCe me~sures prior to X-day p.re

discussed, particul1?rly in view of the type of incident to be

contrived.. Measures in ~dvpnce of X-day appe~r inadvisl'lble for

the further reAson th~t the Luftwaffe intends to surprise the

enemy air forces in their pCR.cetioe airports. Apprehension is

- 7 -
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expressed thP.t the incid.ent r.:lPY e.PPE'P.r to 08 mpnuf"!,ctured "'tnd

thrl.t Ilfor technic"!.1 rop.slns ll the cvenin€ hours P.'lPy 00 decided

up~n for the incident. Tho ~uosti0n ~~S 8eon r~ised "by the

Foreign Office Itps to ",hether ?,11 Gerr.lpns should bo cpllcd back

in tilOlc frolOl pr0spective ene!.l~! torri~;ories.1t Sections of

this docuI!lcnt i11ustrp.te the extent of tho decoptirJn to vihich

the N"'.zi crlnspirptors were- -prmp.rec. to use:

lIAction GRL.EN wi 11 -De initiA.ted thr0ugh ?en 'incie.ent I in
CzeclloslovPk1.p, which. will give GE'r!~'Cn;,r provoc?tion for
nilit<>r;y p.dion. The deterninpt:i..on of the oxP.ct tine for
this incident is jf the utP.lOst Inp')ri.pnc,:. It oust CClT:le
P.t :'1. ti::Je ,hen "rep-thor (;'Jnd.ttions ycr;;:it the cmploJ'ffiC')nt
of our supr:ri'ir p.ir f0rcos p,nc in s11ch::, fP.y thr.t the
puthent,ic nows ro~ches us on the ~ftern)on of X minus 1.

lIThus i'; cpn De sp0nt<:,nems1y pnswered \·lith tho issuR,nce
")f the X order p.t l~OO lin X nin'.ls 1. On X ::linuG 2 tht:;
;vehrr:!"!cht cOffi.;-:ipnc.s \'1111 nerel;}' :receive !",dvpnce wprning.
If the :E'..1hrcr int c;ncls to f02.::;'("\\,1 t::is ulpn of ?,cti ')n, all
further (,dscu.ssion is sU"Jorflu')us.

tlFor thcm no p.e.v,<·mce moesurcs l:JUSt be tp.kon cefare X ninus 1
,vhich c<".D:rJ.o't be p,ccountGc for I hpr::llessl? I' HS the incV.8nt
~n11 otbe~wiso ~~popr t~ ~P,VG osen mpnufp.ctuYed. ~bsolutcly

c"'~ontie.l eelv?nco measures ::lust be o;:cu~!'ed. in good. tine p.nel
cpmofl~ged. ~dth the help of the nu~er)us ~~neuvers Rne.
exercises • • •

. i
2.1

I
I

tl In p.ny cp.se \"e "Till P,ct "n
'be c"-one oef0r e the incider.t
ti,n, ~nd th~t the swiftest
~fter the incider-t..

the principle th~t nothin; ~st
hleh :!light :ooint to ::J01:;:'1iz2­

p~s6iole ~cti0n DUst De tpken

..
I

1 '

i

..

tlIt is the purpr)se of these notes to emphr)size 1:01lf stringly
the It/ehrmp.cht is involvecc in tho indr.ent cmd. how il'T.10rtpnt
it is thP.t it De inforned of tne Fu.1'rrer 1 s intenti Ins in
go~d ti~e -- insofAr RS G-2 will not be c~rset ~nth the
orgHni ze.t i0n of the incident ?nyvu'w. II

(388-PS, cited p.bove, ItG~ 17; Jodl
interTogp,tion, 8 Sopt8noer, P. m.,
p. 12).

v

':eBB LiJFT'vV-.dF:i'2} P•..RTICIP.:I.T:21) n~

THE PLn~i!'TI!m :FOR CASE GLU;:;;::~

DURInG T2L SPP.Il~G AJ§D SUL'TR.•

During the spring and SUn~8r the Luft,w~ffe wp.~ ~lso eng?~ed. in

plpnning in connection with the f0rthco~inA C~sc Green Rnd tho further

exprmsion of the Reich. A r:lc::,orancl.ui':! to th8 Chief of the .z;ufh<I?,ffe

Goneral Staff on 2 lIiJA.y 1938 discussed. the or8?,nizl",tion ?.:lQ. d.evofoyoent

of the Luftw~ffc in the ye~rs 1938 to 1950. Section I of the stud.y
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~ssunos, without giving the d~te on which this will occur, th~t the ]~ltic

Stp,tcs, Polp.nd, Eunp.:pry pnd CzechoslovP.kia. will oecome p.<>rt of Gerr:;my.

PrepP.r::>.ti'ms f0r ptt·'>.cY:: p.ro to oe !!1.ade "for severp,l fr'Jnts pncl for severp.l

possible contingencies", pnd refo~ence is npde t'J concentr~tion in the

BavP.rip.-Austrie. sector "in the event of Cp.se Green". The L".lftw2.ffe Group

COE'lJ:'l;:1.nds, thr' ncnorp,nc'u!':l st;~.ted, Dust 'bu ine1.:i.gonous so thai;

"they cpn push f0=w,.:l;~d the prcpp.:,p.t::·:ms f0r '{TP.r p.lre'<>4c,y in ])fJP.ce­
tine to such "n ext(;.nt thpt the hiE;hest (Logree of preppree1.noss
for :,cti on is l".chievoc1.• "

(b-4 3 , MOM0rpnd~~ to Chiof ~f Luftwpffe
G8neLPl St~ff, signed oy KpXL~l~oer,

Chj 8£ of t.:le Org~izPo.t:tnnal Sta.ff,
2 Jjp.y 1938).

Th9 Luft'Nr-tffe W'.S ......lso prooccupied wi th the possioili ty tha.t the trend.

of GorJ:8,u policy !':light bring A,OQUt WP.J: Ti th Grep.t Bri t1'lin p.nd Frpncn. ..~

Luftw">.ffe steff ne::lorpndun of 22 April 1938 ste.tes th::-..t is is 0bvious IIfr')::.

the p::>'.iticp.l situr'.tion thP.t, in future ',Irp,rl?, war p~~?inst Britp,in cpnnot :e

p.v·:>idecl ll qnc. outlines the orgqnizA,tion of GC'r!!lE'.n p.ir forces in tho ('vont ::>f

conflict lith 3rit~in durin~ the four yep..r period ending 1 Octooor 1942.

(C-106, LuftwA£fe Staff Plpn d~t8d

22 n~ril 1938, signed Meller).

On 2 juno Air Gr0up Co~qnQ 3 issued instructions for deployncnt pnd CO!!l02t

in the event f)f Cp.se Hed ('IC'.r in the west). This study p.nticipp.tod t~.t

Fr"'nce 'N'oulel either stp..xt hostilities ,j:.>intly ith Czechoslovpkip. or 'N'oule.

"interfere in the stru:-;gle oetween the Heich pnC\. Czech0s1ovAkip. in the

c')urso of CI=>,se Green." i'lhichever is tho cp.se ltThe Germp.n offensive forr..p.-

tions will, in c0~juncti0n ith the Ar~, first deliver the decisive olow

ag~inst CzcchoslovC'kia. tl

(~-l~Q, P1Rn Study 1938, Instruction
for Deploynent qnd Como~t: CRse Red,
2 J'une 1938).

By midsur.n::er direct pl?,uning oy the LuftwP.ffe '{rqs 11.nder'....pV". In ep.rly

August, ~t the direction of the Luft~qffe ~encr~l st~ff, the German qir

.t\ttache in Prqgue reconnoiterod the Freudenthp.l ~rea of CzechoslovPkip, for

suit~ole lpndinb grounds; rcconn~isspnce of other qreas of Czcchoslovpki~

was directed, with .t\ de~dline of 10 Septemoer.

(1536-PS. Heport from Luftwp..ffe Gencr:>,l
Ste.ff, Intelligence Division, on
reconnaisspnce for pirfields in
Czechos10vAkle, with enc10sure,
12 .d.u~st 1938).
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By 25 .t.\.ugust the irx;4nrmco of tho",t tA.c1': On CZ6c~')slov;>.ki::>, cc>mpollod the

An int el11gen<..;e :3 t.udy be.sod on the ::>.8 su:npt i Cln thpt G:cep,t B1"1 t~in and Frpnce

"rill doclp,re '~ja,r in Germe!ny o.u:i:::'n~ 02,se Green, this conte ins Pr'. esti~.1"'.tE'

of the str~tegy ~nd A.ir stren~bh ')f the western p"wers ps )f 1 Oct"bor 1938,

the tprget dp,te. for Green.

(375-1'8? O::>so Green w~,th vlider I::lpl1cp,­
ti0ns, ROlJort of Luf'C'NF'ffe Gencre.l
8 [;p.f1' ) InlieLI.irz0nce :Division,
25 .cIU~1.;.St 19385.

VI

Y.l~mJLJID~.8 OF P3EDE~G .li.CTI0l7 4'l.G-HNST
CZ:SC!:iOSL';::IV5.KI~'l.. ';.0..8 'iiIDZ:::"Y lLJLD.

Knowlod~e of p8ncUng ?ctlon p.ge,inst CZ eC:'l')slove.kip, WP.:3 n0t confined to

R close circle of high offici~18 Rt the Relch. A speech by Goering to the

aircrA.ft oanufA.ci:.urer-s of Gcr::lp,ny I)n 8 July 1938 urr;od th8 p,cco18r.f.',ti ')n of

<'l.irerp.ft production end pointed out the 21'3od for proper<>.ti Jns in the event

of mobilizp.ti0n, i. 0" tho ~rpwins U? of lists of pprsQnnol to bp deferred

from mili tp,ry service ~'YJ.d the cstpDli S~T"1ent of fe,cl1i ti es for W)88n w'Jrkers,

In <",ssessing Gerrnp,nyl s pelsi ti0n vis ;:>, vis the 1:lestcrn Pov/ors, G')or:inF~ ;:lac.e

a casual reference to the dey whEm "we hp,ve POCk8t80. OzechosloYPkip,.1l

(R-140, s1jc"'ch 'by Gl)cring to Gerr.:!-''m
~ircr~ft nprrQf~cturers, 8 July 1938).

By 18 July the Itpli~n od.I:'.bp.,ssador, il,ttolico, "1Emt5.oned to von

\1ei zSG,eker th?t Germany ~pd ffiF\.a.e it ll uu::1ista'bly cleqr ll to the It::"lip,ns

what their intentions vTere rog~rding CZGchosloVPki?, AttolicJ ad~ed that

he knew of the F\.ppointec1 ti:::e and thp,t he J:lii:;ht take two ;;l0nths! holiday

now, which he 'N'l)uld not be "'_Dle to c.o Ipter em.

c.~OO~~~. GerI:'~n F0rei~n Office
Memorpn(u8, 18 July 1938).

VII

DISCUSSIOHS 4:>'?..lJ E:HTI-h'I':::J) tnrl-i EJlW.nRY \HTH
RiJF::lL.'C:TI:JC:S TO JOI:N~ P~"::~TICIP-· ../':'IOlJ E:; C~'l.Sl} GP.:r::~~:~.

Huug~ry, which Dorders Czcchoslovpki~ to the southe~st, w~s fr0ffi the

first considered to 'be ? possiblepp,rticlpA.nt in Cp,se Gr0cn. Fr')l.l 21 to

26 July Admiral H0rthy and so~o of'his ~linisters visited Germany, ~nQ there

WPl.S e, discussion of the oxtent of Hungll,ripn clp..il:ls p.iter Czechos10vAkip, h,"\d

- 10 -



(Woolsey)

been dis;ne[jberocl. CI:Zj--P.S, Jocll dlp,ry). 'adr.iirp,l Eorthy hp.s reported

th""t on the 0(;c[>.sl ')n 0f the l~,un(;~inf~ of 8. op.ttle cruiser in ;ni<l-su!:lD1er

1938 Hi tlor told hlJ!1 th,q,t he WP.S e;0inr,; tel P,ttp,ck U2',cchosl'w::ckic>. p.nd <"sked

hiD t·) have Eung::t::-y ~:ct,q,ck Czechoglovp.klp, simult",neously ~Il.ah tho GermA.n

pf-;"Sression.

(Hm.'thy intorr0g2,ci0n, 160ctoocr).

In conversp..tlons betweon E:1_ tIer, defendp.n.4 Rlb1;entrop p.nd v0n

i

'. ~reizsC',cker 2nd e. Hung~rip.n clelcr;p.tion G)ns:'sting of lm::odi .qna Kp,ntp, on

o0p.rd thc S. S. P::>,trie., 23 to 25 .L~U,;ust, l'j,c1di tl::me,l pressur8 wc.S pl2.cec.

on Hungp,ry. RiOoent:;:-op inquirod pbout the HungPTlpn ?,tti tude in tne

event of e. Gerr:lpn P,tt?ck 0n Czcchoslov?kia I"ncl sug~ostec thp,-t such l'\.n

e.tte.ck woulC'- prove to oe p .'2;00r. opC:0rtunity f0r Hun<>;e.ry. When the Hunge.rians

provcd reluctp~t to cO~Jit thsDselves, Hitler emphpslzecl Ribben~'opls

stp,tor.1E:nt ."no, SlJJ~r:csted th"t in :prior c0nvorsP,ti0ns Horthy hp.cL been more

posi tive l'\.oout pe.rtlcipp,t i')n.

(.?J96-PS" Cr:nycrspt:i.:,ns o8hJeen :a:i tIer,
Rithe~1tiro"p p11c1 Imredi, 23 .L;.U.fpst 1938).

By the thirQ dp,y ·')f the ccmference the GE.r:::1?,ns were e,ble to n::lte thp.t in

the event of P. Ger::lAn-CzGch csp..fl:::'ct Hun2:8.ry ~'Jould ~·e sufficiently "r::led

25 Au/SUst 1939). These conferences 'Jere follo" ..ed by P. c0nfercnce oehreen

General Ealeer, the Chief of tho GerJ:lpn Generpl Staff, p,nc1. ChJnerp.l Fischer,

the Chief of the Hunzpxipn Gcner~l St~ff, on 6 SoptoJ:loer.

VIII

11': S::jPs:'31:::S:::~E PREP.o.R~~IOl:S }]'OR TH3 .dTT"",CK
K-'=':::'1\:~:m '1?':::";I~i. FIN.hL Prl.:;.SE.

With a 1 Octooer t?rgot d2,te set for C::"so Green, th',1re ','11"<; p, notice~,ble

incree.so in Sentemocr in the tempo of thu milit~ry propPTP,tions '-\Thich he-d

b eon initiat cd by the discus sions')f the -prccec1.ing mont,hs. .H.ctuc>.l prepe.re.-

tions fe>r the pt tp_ck on Czechoslovpkip, were. ',rell l).nCcr WRy. The pF,enc'Jl of

the N'3,zi conspir.<>,tors "mrc dov)t cd to tochnicpl dctFl-ils: thQ tining fJf

X-day, C!uestions of IDobilizr.>.ti0n, tr;:me:YJr't p:.nd sup?l:,·.



c.

(Woolsey)

On 3 September defendant Keitel p~d G8ne~al von E~auchitsch met wl~h

Hitler at the Ecr5'hof. The Fub.rer discussed the Czech defenses wh~.<..:h the

five Gora:'1n A.rm:1.os wo'~ld encou-'1.ter. There was an excha,nge of opinion on

the timing of trol)p moveoent s ~.nto the dep10yment prea. Rnd v'm Er?'Ue;hl tsd.

noted tha·t the tr'Jar's to be movE;o. in on 23 September would be rG?,dy for

LnmediAote p.(;ti0n. Hhler stx'cssed the necessi'cy of cp.mnuflp£~0 exe:..~clsC's.

It w~s n0tec th~t tho OKE must know the ex~ct tine 'if X oy 1200 noon.

t' 27 Septeooor •

. ~ (388-~S. cited ?bove. Item ~8).

Five dl?ys IF-.ter defendpnt J':ldl conferred with eir forcG Goncn-l.ls

Jeschonnek ::one. KP.!!l.1'illx:.bcZ' about the coord.:;.ne.tion of aroy and Luftwe.ff0

oper~tions ~t the stp~t of the attack. On the s?~e day General von Stulpn~~c~

Rsked defendant JodI for written assu~pnce that the OKH will be infor~ed

five days in ~dvance RQOut the peDdin~ action. JodI cons~nted to this,

with tho c?veat that the QverA.ll weathor rep0rt could be mede only two

(1780-PS, JodI diary. 8 September entry).

Lp.te on the evening of 9 SeptEmber Hitler net wi'i;h General v')n Brauchi'. £c'.:,

General H~lder pnd defendpnt Keitel at Nurnberg. General H~lder reviewed the

missions assignod to the fiyo Gorman prmies being corn.r:1itted t':l the P.ttp.ck:

the 2nd, 8th. lOth. 12th ;>nQ. 14th. Hitler delivered P. soliloquey on

stre.tegic considerp.tions \-Thich ,.ould be enc')unterod ~s the attack cleve10pec....

Von Erp.uchi tsch noted thp.t in the west vehicles will begin leaving on

20 September II if X-d.~ rer'l2.ins PI.s plarmedll ; pnd thp.t 23E, 000 RciJ) men "'Tere

to be dr~fted.. The meeting did not break up u~t11 0330 in the norning.

(~88-PS. cited f\.oove. Item 19).

From this dAte forw~rd the Nazi conspir~t')rs were occupied with tho

intric~te pl~nnin~ ~hich is required before an attack. On 11 September

defendp~t Jodl c0nferred with the Secretary of the Propaganda Minist=y ~bout

methods of refutin~ GcrffiRn violations of internation~l law and exploiting

those of tho CZGchs.

(1780-PS. JodI diary. 11 September
entry) •
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This discussion developed into a study compiled by Section L of the OKW

and distributed to the OKE, ORM, OEL ~~d the Foreign Office. In this

study antici~ated violations of international law in the invasion of

Czechoslovakia are listed RnQ coun.ter-propaganda suggested for the use

of the propRgondn minister.

(C-2, Examples of Violations of Inter­
national Law and Proposed Counter
Pl'opAganda, 1 October 1938).

Fl'om Nurnberg Hi ~ l:.r ordered:

tfT~e whole RciJ) <)X'g,<:mizp.tlon comes under the command of the
Vl'ehrme.cht effective 15 Sept eob s::' • The Chlef of OKW decides
on • • • the re3yective assigno~nts to the vdrious
Vfehrmacht cOr!lmands."

(3GB-·PS, cited above, Item 20, dated
10- September 1938).

Defendant Keitel specified the eoployment nf specific BAD units and JodI

selected units for milit~ry training.

(388-PS, cited above, Items 21 ~nd 24,
d~tGd 14 ~nd 16 September 1938).

Defendant Jodl F'.g?in di scussed detailed prepArations with the OKH p,ne. the

Luftwaffe. A change in rpilro~d pl~ning was noted Rnd it wes decided to

continue the fortification work in the West as long ~s possible.

(1780~PS; JodI diary, 15 Septr~ber entry).

Keitel ordered the r~ilro~ds to be ready by 28 Septe~ber aut to

continue work on the western fortific8.tions evan after 20 Septem~er in the

interest of camoufl~se.

(388-PS, cited abovG, Item 22,
i6September 1938).

The Breslpu ~nd Dresden radio stations ~ ere put ~tthe disposal of' the

Pro?agpnda Ministry for the purpose of jamming Czech propagand~a trensmissions.

(1780::P§..Jodl dil'l.ry, 26 Septeober entry).

The penultimate st?ge of the aggression began on 18 September. From

th~t day until the 28th a series of orders were issued. The commitment

schedule f:-Jr the five participating I".rmies i'mS set forth. (Item 26).

H~tlor appr0ved the secret mobiliz~tion of five divisions in the west to

protect the Germ~n rep.r during Case Green (Item 31).. Tioe of dp.y for the

e.ttack vIas still und.er discussion 'between the p.rmy -"l.nd the p.ir forces.

- 13 -
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The army fP;vored da'VIl., with S0::l0 li~-1ited oper::>tions to 'be cp,rried out the

previous night; the I,uf'GwP..ffe profo:,:,r'l2d to del~:v the stp.rt until 'between

0800 ~nd 1100 duo to ?. provp.lent 1 ')w ceiling e~,J.~l:i.er in the I:JOrninb •

(Item 54). Koitel sent p, f:iG,:lorfindum to goss A.nd to tho Re:Lchsf1L.lror SS,

Himnler:

"."1.S a result of the poli t1c p l s1 tUF'ti0n the Fu..l1:cer p.nd C~f'ncollor

has ordered l':1ooiliz",tion mCPs1~:'es for the !:ve;yc'I:'£l,cht, '1ih::'ch pre t'J
be R.cted :m \vithout issupnco of the Hooili~p.ti.m :x: order or
c0rresponding code words ••• ~

It WA.S req,uostod. th::-,t pp.rty hep.o.Clun.rters to p,lorter.l. s') thpt tho ;:lOoilize.ti:)n

will not 'be h:l.ndcrod And thA.t p.vailFt'ble nilit'wy oquiprlont viould be turned

over oy the p~rty to the e.rny. (ItcD 32).

(388~PS, cited above, Items 26, 27, 28,
31, 33, 34, 36, 54).

At 1300 0n 27 Septenber Ritlnr o:cdored tho mf lVer:1('nt of thE' e.ssault

units froD their mFmcuver e..:ccP,s intn tho poincsif depp,rture. The p..r::y

was orderod to be ree.dy to ocsin the p..cti()n pge.inst CzechoslovAkia ')n

30 Septer10er. The finp.l cloc1sic>n 'Ilould oe ne.io 'by 1200 nO:m the pravious

day.

(~~8-PS, cited p~ovc, Ite~ 33).

IX

MILITr~RY P:tGP.d.R-..TIONS il.GAH:ST CZEC:iiOSLOV.liKIA. FAD
BE'~;H fR"Z;CF.D:2i:l PY il. SZILLFULLY CONCEIVED CAi1PAIGH
DJjGlm~=:D TO PRmWT:B: CIVIL DISOBSDIEirCE TO THE
CZEC30SLOV~K STAT~.

Tho Dilltnry prcp:>.rA..ti0ns for a.etion p.gainE:.t Czochoslov='l.kip "Tore not

cRrried out in vacuo. Usins the techniques whic~ thoy hRQ ~lre~dy skill-

fully developed, the ~~zi c()nspirptors ~~~ over R p0riod of ye~rs c:>xrieQ

unrest pnd civil disooedience to th8 Czechoslovak stpto. The ~ttention of

the Npzis W?S focussed on thG uerSOns of Gcr~~n descent livin~ in the

west Find south.

This cp..r.lpaie;n dFl,tod. fr0!~ th," e8.rliest dF'..ys of the 1:SI).AP. In the ycmrs

followin~ the First ~hrld WRr P. GorJ:lP.,nHR,ti0nal SOci8list Workers PR,rty

(DUSAP), which maintp.ined close contE-.ct with liitlor's NSDAP, WA.S pctive in

the Sudetenl~d~ In 1932, ring-leRders of the Sudeten Volksport, an

- 14 -
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organize.tUn corres:p~ncl_in,:; tf"J the li!'e.zi S. A~, openly endorsed the 21 po:J.nt:;

of Hitlcrls p~obr~n, t~o first of w~ich deillnnded the un~on of ~ll Ger~~n8

in ."'. G:roe.ter Gorme.flY. SJon ther\?p.:f-Ge~ t~o/ \·rOTe che;J:'ged wi th pl~m:ins

~umod reoel::'lon fJn behe.lf of e~ foro:'.gn p0wer p.nd. 'r.re:re sentenccrl fIr

consplrp.cy ege,inst the C:;ech Re-puolic. Lpte in 1933 the Fqticln"\l S0ci?Es~

Perty ')f Czcchoslov;:oki;:o. fl)res:GA.lled its dl.ssolution by volunt"!.ry l:i.(r.l::d.F\.t~.')~'l

and sev0r-Fo.l of J ts chiefs escp.pod ?cross the frontier. Fa:" e. YOrl.I' t~oro-

1":.fter liJ'C'.zi ?ctivi ty in CZGc~l'Jsl()ve.kil'. continued underground.

(l:P·--~2§'. GorDP.n Crirnes Agc~~.:1st Czocr.()-
slo·.r(-ki~: CZGchosl:>vak 01fJ. •.;:i.e.J. RClI;oI' (,
fo!' 1 he Pr\)~ecution nnd T:C'ial of the
G8rm~I.!l M.::l.j or lVA.r CriI:linals. Lond.on,
SE.-ptc:Yl'ber 1945. pp. 9-10)

Or. 1 October 193~, with thp. ,,-pprw8.1 1'md qt the urgin,:; of tho N!'?z.i

conspir,<:l.tors, Konrc?cl Henloin est!",bllshed the "Gp,r;:JPn Home Front" (Deutscho

Hoime.tfront), which the fol10wln~ spring bec~~o the Sudeten Ger~an Party

(Su1etcn-dcutsche P~rtei -- SDP). Pr0fitin~ frOD tho experience of the

Czech iJati0n",.1 Socialist P;:o.:...~ty, Henlein denied any connection 1trlt!.l the

GerDan Np.zis. He rejocted. plm-Germanls:!l, A.nd professed his respect for

individuA-l liberties qnd his lOyA.lty to lfhonest democracy" p,nd to the Czec;~

state. riis p~rty, nonetheless, was built on the b~sis 01 the N~zi

Fuhrer-::Jrinzip !'.ncL he 'beCR-De it s Fu..1'lrer. :By 1937, when the power·)f :tiit lor I £

Geri:lpny hp.0_ oecome Ll0Ilifest, Henlein p.ud hi s followers ",ere striking r> ;:::orn

RgGressive note, denRnclin{:, without definition, lfco:rpleto Sudeten "".uton0r.Jy.l,

The SDP l[',i(';, prsposr:.ls bcf0re the Czech Pf'.rliRment which would, in

su'bst~ncc, h~~e cropted ~ stA-te within A- stA-te.

(PS-998, cited above, pp. 10-11).

After t~e A.nncx~tion of Austria in Mprch 1938 the Henleinists, who

were now 0~only ~'rg?nized Po,fter tho Ne.zi m')C'~el, intensified t!1eir e.ctivity.

Unc.isguise& pnti-3!":nitic propp_g~:'na.;:>. stp.rted in the HGClloin press; tho

c~.r.'''P2,i~:n rlg?inst ''J301shevisI;jlt w~s int8ns'i-ficd; terrorism in the Honlob.-

c..o::l.inp,tco. C0;::,n:unitios inc;rcp:.sed. .A. st')rI:l troop arganiz;:>.tian patterned

r.n:. trdn8d sn t~e principles of the N?zi SS WA.S ()st,q"\:)lishod, kno\,m P.S

tho FS (Fr0iwil1i~er Solostschutz, or Voluntp:.ry Vigil~ntos).

(2826--PS. lfThe SS on Mr-'.rch 15, 1939 lt

by K. H. Frqnk, :Bohmen ~nQ M;:oJnren,
PrP€U°, May 1941, p. 179).
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On 24 pril 1938, in a speech to the Party Crmgrcss in KHrlovy Vp.ry, :-ier.lc.i L.

ce~e int:) the open vIi th his IIKp.rls"bR.d Pr(jt~rF:::l.ll In this speech, v/hich

echoeQ Hitler in tone ~nQ su"bstpnce, Henlein p.sserted the right of the

Sudeten GerL1?ns to F"t"ofess II Gcr:nBIl poli ticel philosoph~7,11 \"hich, it w::>s

cle~r, ne~nt N~tion~l SocialisD.

(PS-998, cited 2.DOVe, pp 11-12).

In M?y, Henlein visited Hitler in ]crl~n pnd discussed their cn~J0n

pro~rE'.J!l for R.e~rp.vp.ting tho Sudetfln situP.tinn. As the sumner wore ',n, t~.1C. ,

Hen1einists used every technique of the '~zi Fifth Cnlw~n. Thpso incluQ3i;

(a) 5spionpge. Milit~ry espionpge was conducted "by the SDP, tho FS

and "by other Deu"b ers of the GerDan r.1innrity on "b ehp.lf of Ger~lpny.

Czech defenses were mapped, ~d inforE2tinn on Czech troop

Dovencnts was furnished to the Gcr:nall authorities.

(PS-998, cited a"bove, pp. 12, 14).

("b) iij'aziflc?ti rjn of Gerr.1P.n Orgl'miz p tions in Czechoslovp.kip.. The

Henleinists syster.1~tic~lly penetrpted the whole life of the

Ger:!lBn popu1 ption of CzechoslovakiA.. ASMCiA.ti0ns ?ni soclp.l

C'..nd cu1ture.1 centers graduP.11y under\V'ent 1tGleichschp,ltung lf ,

1. e., Ifpurific?tionll ,"by the SDP. ADong the organiz?ti')ns

c0nquerod ~y the Henleinists were sport societies, rowin~ ClUDS,

p.s6ociations of ex-service men, chorR.l societies, end p.ssoci~tirns

f0r diet reform. The Iienleinists t'lere particu18.rly intercstc.c. in

"Jenetr8tin.::.: R.S ;!,,'I'l.ny "business institutil)ns f".S possible 1'<.nd to

bring ~ver to their side the directJrs of b~nks. the ovmers or

dirGct lrs of factories, p.nd thA m~,.n':'gers I)f cOI:lmerciR.l fir::1s.

In the Cp.sc of Jewish ownership or direction thoy ~ttenpt8d to

secure the cooper:tion of the clerical and technicRl st~ffs of

(PS-998, cit~d R."bove, pp. 15-16).

(c) Ger::lrol Directi0n p.nd Le~dership. The HeUJ.leinists IDP..intp.ined

perr.l?.nent cont?ct with the N::>.zi officiR.ls des"jgn~.ted t'J a.irect
c,

opere.ti,)ns within CzechoslovR.kiR.. Meetings in Geri!~::>.ny ?t "hich

- 16 -
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Henlcinists \\rere cX:1.f'\rtod. f.'ni instr1.1cted in Fifth Colunn Ilctivity

\trore c~r:J.0ufl?,gcd c,y "being hole. in c ;njunctiQn \'d th sp..cnr.;er feste

(chor?l fGstiv~,ls), ~yr:mpstic shows Rnd :>,ssoD"blios, p.nd C0mmorcip,1

gpthcrings such? s the Leipzi~ F::>ir. 1)henovor the lif:'l.zi C0n-

Gpirp,tors nccdecl incid,cnts f"r thei r WP,r :)f nerves, it w"'.s tho

duty of tho Henleinists to supply then.

CPS-99B, cited ~"b0ve, p. 16).

(d) ProD~ganda. Disruptive pnd su"bvorsive propRgPnde, wps "be?~ed ~t

Czechosl')vC'..ld?, in GerDPn oroP,dcp.sts pnd W:',S ochoed. in the Gor'!l;:m

press. Goo"b"bels cp .lled Czechoslove.ki.q p. If nes t of BolshevisD If

?,nd spre.qcl tho fPlse report of t'Russipn tr')ops end. p.irplp.nes tf

centered in Pr~c;Uo. Under direction fron the Reich the Hcn1einists

mp..intpined whisporing propp'2;p.nd."" in the Suo.eten1::>,ncl, which

contri"butod to the rJounting tension p.nd to -the cree.tion of

incic.ents. Illegal NA,zi litcr"'ture w~s s::IUgg1ed fro::! GorffiP.ny

Rna. \"ido1y distriimtcd in tho 'bore.er rc::;ions. Tho 3:r:n1ein press

more or less openly espoused Np~i idoo10gy to the German

(PS-99B, cited Il'bove, p. 15).

(e) Mure.er p,nd Terrf'\ris:n. The n~.zi c )nspir".tors provided the

Henleinists, R,nd 1).qrticulprly the FS, \,}.l th money p,nd Arms with

which to prov")ke incio.ents p.ncl to maintp,in P. st.qte 0f per::1e.nont

unrost. Gond"r::1os, cust ')l71S officors p,nd other Czoch offici.q1s

were ::>.ttpckec:.. .d. 'boycott \"as estR.'b1ished :'lgainst JevJish l?wyers,

doctors "'.nd trpi',esmen. 'l'he 3:c:nleinists terrori zed the n'Jn-

Hon1Gin T;Jopul?'..tion, pnC. the ]):?zi Gestepo cr0ssod into 'border

districts t,') cprry CzochoslovR.kcitizens <",cross tho 1)0rder to

Ger::mny. In scvorp,l C~SGS p')li tic<>,l foes 'If the Np zis were

murdered on Czech s0i1. l\TP.zi :=tgents T!1UI'o.erco. Pr0fessor Thoodor

Lc'ssin;:; in 1933 pnd. In~. F0rnis in 193f. B0th ::len v/ere ::>.nti-

lhzis who hp,d oscp;~ecl fr0m Germpny p..ftor Hi tlor CP..':l0 t:> U'Jwcr p.nd

hp,d sour,ht refufSc in Czechos10vP,kip."

(PS-99~_, cited p~ove, p.u. 14-15).

- 17 -
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Sone ticle pftervv.ords, when there ""~'tS no lan?:er noed f,Jr

pretense end. dec8ptiJn, KCJnl'l'\,d nenlein Dade a. cle?r 8':""lC. frpnk

staten8n'C af the r.lisslon :o.5signed tf'J hi::l by tho NAZi consplratars.

In C' lectur.e on the "fight for the liberation f)f the Su::letens tr

c.cliv2red in " ".cn!lp. On 4 MArch 1941, Eenlein said:

llJlTat:tonp.l Soci"".l:1.sm s,,,)r'ln swe:ot over us Sudeten GeT~.ns.

Our F.t:.-u,;s:.e vl<",S of fl, dJ ffe:'cnt cwx.s.cter f r'O:TI that in
GO:'f.l2nyo AJ..though we had to b0:1;:>.\TO dift<:J,'ontly in 1!'.:1Jli.c,
we 1;/8'::-8, of t;01::.TBE., sec:':'o'Gly in t\)'J.ch with the H2,~:\on.p,~

Soc:p.1:ist l'evo~!.u'l;ion in Ger·;16.ny so thP.t we mi5:!:lt 08 Fl.

pp,rt 'Jf :!.t., T:!:le str-ug51", :i'11' G:reto).ter Germ,<,my 1I/8.S 'N'agee'! C>n
Sudeten soil, too. This st~·u.gr,(10 co'~ldbe wp.god o:J.':'y 'by
th0se inspired "by the spirit of n~:tL'.one.l SociE'.l:ts;:), pUc, arms

who 1t/erc true follo"l("r8 f)f oU'~' Fuehrer, whA.tevei' 'vhEJ:l,r
outwpxd appearance" Fate SO';,lg:l1j no out to be tho le,::l.d.oI' of
tho nA.tionc-.l f;roup in its fir.a: strusgle. \'lhcn. v • in
autumn, 1933, the lo~ders of the NS~P ask8c me to t?ke ~ver

tho p'iliticp,l lOf'..d'3::ship of the Sudeten Germe.ns! I had. R.

c.j,if:;'cult proolon tl) so::'ve. Should ",;hc Nc-.tion2,1 S(JC~,~li.st

Pe..l"·cy continue to oe carried. on i11c5pJ.1;)1 or ShOll1(1 the
r:lOve:,lent, in tho in'c.e":'est of the self·-p:-ese:r.·'TP.t5.on of tho
Su.dcte~1 Gorm;:ms :ond in order to propA.re their n:tu.Tn co the
Releh, 'ltlc'1ge Hs 5trug~,,;J..o uncLe:>:' cPDouflago I'\.nd cy r:lo'~h:)ds

w:!:l:',~h F-.ppeC':.red Clcl::l.i.iC leg2.1 t r) the outside world? For us
Sudeten Gor:::?,ns only tho 5eco11(1 p.lternp.tive soeDed p0ssi.'ble,
fOI' '~hc l~resOr\Tpt:tl)n of 'Jur np.tiofi.'<.l f,:,;rl)Up 1(1:0 S P.t st2ke.
It 1I/0u1.0. a";;i."G~.i.n:~.7 have oeen cp.sier to exchan~e tl'is harc..
anc, D8uc2.1·j.:'y' ez11E'u:: vir.g st:c·u.r.;gle for the hero:i.c gOHtUJ6 of
confosstn;:; I).l:egiance to Nab.onp,l S,c:i.e.lisT.1 and en·~eri.ns

P. Cz€;choslov,'k ~DrJ.S()n. But H seemed m'J.ce than d:nibtful
\'jhetb.~:t oy th~.s :neA.llS we could h~.ve f'lll.nlled the politicAl
ta,8k of destroying Czechos1ove.kla e,s a. "bastion in t~1G

ali.iP.!lce ,;;l.6ainst the Gerl:fm Reich. II

( ._ PS. Lecture "by Kon:-p,d. H~n18'_,

Vienna, 4 lI1PTch 1941. Q,u')tecl in "I·)U::,
Fight:lng Years II , Czechoslovak t.1inistr/
of Foreign ~ffairs, 1943, p. 29).

x

TH::lJ H-"1.Z1 COlJSP:(RftTORS US:s1D HEl~LEIN AND HIS
FOLLOWERS S:O P.'iV:2 THE \'JAy Fm THE PE}J1HHG
.d.TTACK.

as the milt t?ry preparations to l'l.ttack CzechoslovPkip, moved forward in

the l:o.te sur.nner and oPTly fpll, the Nazi cnIT'.I:'.A.nd mac.e gclOC\. use ,jf 5:enlein pnd.

his followers. The lender of the Henlein Gerr.ans in JihlRwa, deep in

Czechoslov<"klp., recoivod his first instructinns tn ()rl~p.nizc PT:ned rcsist1;',nce

in the winter of 1938 pnC\. received ~dclitionRl orders throu~h the sur~ler up

until mid-September.

(851-PS. TGlcgrA~ H~nsnenn to Hitler,
15 October 1938).
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About the first of August the Air att~.che ?t the Gerr.len Lege.tion in

~rp~ue visited the S~d8ten G8rmen leader in Freudenth~l, ~nd ith his

assistance and in the comp~ny of the 10c?1 lepd8r 0f the F. S. (tho 3er-lein

equ:l.ve.len·(j of the SS) he :':'ec~l1!l):'tored the su::-r0v.nding c0untryside to

selec" possnle air'field 8i tes for Gel'm~..n use. The F. S. lepder, P. Czech

reservist then on le~ve, Wqs in tho unlf0rn of the Czech ~rmy - ~ fact

\.rhich, the p.tt"'che noted, se::-ved t\S excellent cp::Dufl?ge. P.eference is

m~de in the Air Att~chers rep0rt ?nd in the accom?pnyin~ meno~pndum to

the presence of reli,,:b1e Rgcnts pnc. inforners (V-Leu.te) , drp;vm fT0D the

rcmks of tho Henlein Pe.rty, in this pre~. ~he3e p.F-:'ents ~P1?p·=ently reported.

to tho Abwohrstollo (Intclli~ence Office) in Bresl~u.

(153G "'t~. Luftw?ffc Gencrpl Staff file
nn prcp:->1'p.ti,)'as to ost;>.bl~.s~ ?.:LcflE>lda
in Czoch territory, 4 pnd 12 A~6t lS38),

In Septeriber, when the pr0pp.?:pnclp. c p m}?8.isn W!'.s rop.ching its height, the

H~zis were not s?tisfied with pleying ~erely on the Sudeten dc~ands for

autono[~. On 19 Septenber the Forei~n Office in Berlin telogrpphed the

German EDb~ssy in Pr2~e to get in touch with Y.~~dt, one of ~enlcin's

deputies, and to tell hin to hqve the Slnvaks st~rt their den~nds f0r

autonomy the next d~;y.

(British AjD?j34.
F~rei~n Office to
ber 1938).

Telegr."lJ!l Gernan
Prague, 19 Septe3-

As the h~rasscd CZ0ch g~ver~ent 60~,ht to ste3 the dis~rQor in the

Sudeten1and, the Germp~ g0vernnent turned to thrcRtonins d.ip10m~tic tactics

in a deliberate eff1rt to increRse the tension 'between t~e two COuntries.

On 16 September the F0relgn Office 'Ilircd the Ger::1aIl En'bassy in Pl'e-f~e th~'.t

150 Czech sub .iects h::>d roen p,rrested thP.t ni,~ht p.s p.n "enswer" to the p,rrcst

of Sudeten GerI:lans in the perind since Hitlerls infl~~~t0ry speech ~t

Nurn'berg nn 12 Septenoer.

(~·:l.'Ush AJ..PPfl2.
Forel~n Off!ce to
'ber 1938).

Te1cerp..!':1 Gorme.n
Prp.~ue, 16 Sept e::1-

On 17 Septenber the Foreign Office wi~ed th~t the Nazi conspirRtors bP.d

decided. th~t ps many Czech subjects, Czech-spepking Jews included, will be

arrested in Germe.n~T RS Sudeten Germ?ns he.ve b8en detFdnod. in Czechos1ov?kifl.

since the besinning of the week. Furthernore, if the death sentence on
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Sudeten Gm..'mRns 1s e~.:-:-rJ.ed out, ,em equal nUInber of Czechs will be s~0t :1:1

Gcrn8,ny.

(Br::·~i'l:.h.Jflrl'0J.. Te'eg:,:am Ge:..'c,3:l F0::e~ ",
orn.ce to 1'.L[tgtJ.e, 17 Se[):,er.ijc.~' 19:38).

been R.:i·rested ?.s repc'.I.sC'.l far the Uzech S1.'..deten p.rrests.

(f3lll::.~1:J, ~JJJr?/.;}'i. Tele-srr.....r:l Ge:-:-I.'!£'.n
t',)re:'?;fl U::1':lCEJ to Pre{S"a6 ,

24 StfJ:J"~e~bor 1938),

On the sane clp.y the Farelgn. (lffLe not:\.fied tho GorI:!c'.fi M:'..nistor in Pi·.3.~e

thP.t the hending over of UZ0ch host~es to p~cvent c~rTylng out of the

Sudeten sentences is out of the question.

C~-r:~.·~'~E..h~/J)2.J~33. Telegram Gorm8,l'J. Forci,o,I'
Off:lce tJ r.rague, 24 Scptenbor 1938)_

In the latter Mlf of SepJliember Henl61n dt;Jvoted h:j::::!self and 1:'.is

foll)wers who:~he?rJvedly to preparation for the coming Gerne.n atta~k. On

14 Septeober, aftier iHtlerls provoce.tiye; Nll=ncerg speech in whic~ he

accused t:this Benea ll of "tortu:;,~inc;" and ple.nning the lf extermin2'tl rm" of the

Sudet en Gerrr.c',Us, HC L11ein p..nd Kp.rl Herl!1.arm Frenk t one of 1'_is prj ncip:'l.l

deputies, fled to Germany tn avo:.d arrel:lt by the Czech g()Vernnel~t. In

Gerl!lany Henlein DJ':'oadc?,st over the p::>werful Reichssender his de·~ernir..2,ti')n

to lead the SudE;'~en Gerr.lans "home tn the Reich" And c.enounced l!the HU8s:i.te

Bolshev:i.k crimilu:tls of Prcv:,."Ue." (998-·PS, cited p',bove, p. 12). Fr0D his

he~dqu~rters at Eayreuth, he kept in close touch with the leading N~zi

conspir~t~rs, incluc.ing Hitler pnd Himmler. He directed activities al;ng

the border and bos~n the organiz~tion I)f the Sudeten German Free Corps,

an aluili~ry l!lilit~~y or~anizRtion.

Henlein's activities were cp.rried on with the n.dvice p,nd p.ssistance

()f the Nazi lop-del's. Lt. Col. Koechling WP,S assigned tn Henlcin in pn

p.dvisory cP,pacity to assist with the Sudetc>n Gerf.lRn Free C0rps. In a

c;nfcrence with Hitler On the ni.e;ht f')f 17 Septenoer Kuechling received

far-reRching mili tl'l.ry PO\"c!'s. .cit this conference the purpose of the Free

Corps WHS frankly stA-ted: the "D<'intenance of disorder and clashes ll

(388-P~, cited abovo, Item 25).
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Supplied by t~e OKH end. ?r::led T.rdth Austritm rifles p.nd grenades, the

Free Corps was deployed ~t ~olnts alons the Czech border. Gottlob Eerger,

?n 88 colonel \l1ho \l1r.S s"GP.ti'1ned "l,t Honlein T s hcr,G..Clup::.-ters <>8 licdson with

HiI:l::ller, repo::.-ts thp.t p1:Jout 18,000 ri.i'les ere issued t r ) the Free Corps

an<l thr,t it had a p<':;?er stren.gth of 40,000. (1780-P8_, Jodl dip,r:,r,

19 8eptemoerj Bor~cr interrQgntion, 310ct'1ber). Arns were s~ug~led to

Hcnlcin units in 'Czechoslovp,k terrltory. (E. H. Fre,r.k intcrrogp.ti0n,

30 1-1cW.)

During the last two wecks of Septenber tho Froe Corps eng~god in

active skirr..ish:i.n~ p.lilnlC; the Czech bord.er, furnishing incidents p.nd

provocati0n in the desired Jr.?nner. Jodl fe::u'cd that the oper::>.tions of

the Free Corps might draw Czech units to the border and interfere with

the Ger::lpn attAck. (1780-rS, Jo~l diary, 20 Scutenoer). A report froD

Henleints staff, ...[hich WP,S flled in HHler' s r_ee.dCluarters, sp.id:

"Since 19 Soptc:!l'ber - in more 'i.ihpn (;00 ::lissions - the Free C'lrps
hp.s executed its tp.sY.: v:l~h 2n FlEP.z.ing splri t of <>.tt2.ck ••• The
result of the first ph.::UolO I.}f' iJus P.et.i.v lties: more than 1500
prisoners, 25 MGt s, c>nCl. fl. lr'.!."?;e pnount of othor weapons p...nd
equj-;Jment, A.side fr0'.2 seriou.s losf--8s in clee.d p.nd w0undec. suffered
by tho enemy."

(388-PS, cited above, Iten 30).

The 5S pnd SD [ere p.ls) p.ctive I'llon{: the Czech 'border. Berger was

Eir.nler's lie.is0n wM 1tri th Hcnlein F'.t Bayreuth ?.ncl '1['.S chprged, pmong

other duties, 'IIi th selecting sui tp:ble S8 ::len fro::l e.:n0n. the Sudeten

Gornans. Tw'l batt~lions 0f the Totcnknnf S8 fere statiJned. nepx Asch,

one of the centers n'ist plPgtled by "incidents", t.,0 othors T.rJere stp.tioncd

ne~r Dresden, ~d P- fifth ~nd sixth ne?r Eries, in u~pcr Silcsia. There

...,P,S an SD office A.t Hof, which forW'.rdcd to Borlb, p.ll intelligence

reedved from the borc.e!' districts r-md WP.S in conste.nt touch with RStiA.

headqu['rters. Many of the SS reports wore directed to A::lt III, of the RSHA,

which was then headed by Jost.

(Berger interro~~ti()n, 31 Octo'borj
K<'>.ujocks interr0gp.ti0n, 1 ~TovCJnber;

388-~~, cited ~bove, Item 36).

AS the ti~e for X-d~y p~pr0ached, the dispnsiti'in of the Free Cor~s

bocA~e ~ m~ttGr of dispute. On 26 Sopton~er Hi~::ller issued rn 'irder to the

Chief f)f StC'.ff of the SUdotcn Gor~pn Free C0r:?s direc·~:!.n2: the..t the Free
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Corps come under control of tr.e Reichsfuhrer SS in the event of Ge::-r:.an

invasi0n of Czechoslf)valdB.o (3F-3····PS, cited ab-we, Item 37). On

28 Septenbcr d(,fcndr:.nt Keltel di:r eI:; 'ccd t~l::ot P.S S00n ':>.8 the GcrI:'p,ny' AX'~:ry

crosses the CZech oo,::d~;:: t h t:.: ]':'ee Corps Hen:i.e::'n wIll t::>.ke Ol'<iE.TS £:'1:;)

aIm. Until that 1,:::::10 thuy -..rill ::lonti:c:u.e to :;:-eceive iLlTTledi::o,to di!'ecti0ns

in Czech tcrrlt~~y

llwlll ht'.ve to rep nt to the 1')c:~,1 Do:,~deT p~t:;:-ol HQ 1e,=tder sh~'["i::;"y

before ;::T0'58: nr; '::he Do.,'c.br. Th0s0 urlt <:; ::i'er~:unlng f 07\vara. of ',::.0
'borda:, should - In ';;hOJ.:r:- 0wn In:;e~cs vS - r.lp.Ul1;R::.n (;1080 C0Llr.ru':'1::'C::O,­

tion with the GronzW'c>,c:1t (bo::dux' pat::::)l).11

(~~8'~r~, cited above, Iteo 34).

On 30 Septo:nber t when it becane cloRI' th::>.t tho 111:mlch set tlcoclltwould

result in H pee.cefu1 occupA,tion of the Sudet enlFlnd, c1cfeuda,n1, KoHe.:

orde::ed th3.t the Fl'ee Corps Hen'leln in its 1?i"esent composition 'bo plp.ceel

umler cClr.LTJPnd of R8:Lchsfuhre:'-SS fmd. Chief of Ger:!lr'n Police Hi;:unler

(388-?S, cited ab0vo, Iteo 38).

XI

THE StfLl:::l'i.''L'lIT..a.lill IS C~ED TO G!lR~-1iI·NY

UKD'(I~ 'e:~ili 'l':B:R''1S OF TH3J i>1UIE CH
~.G'.B.~:~r1LN'~ •

Under the 'iib:.oat of war by the Nazi conspiratoX"s and wi th WP,r, in

fact, ~bout to be launched, the United Kingdom and France concluded ~

pfwt with Germe,ny Rnd Itp.ly at l'-1unich on Z9 September 1938. This t:CCR,ty

provided f0r the cession of the Sudetenl:md by Czechoslovaki?. to Gor;::any.

Czechoslovakia w~s re~uired to ~cq~iesce.

(ToG. 23, A~re8oent between Gernpny,
thE. Uni ted Kingdom, France a.l1d rtp,ly,
29 Septernber 1938).

On 1 October 1938 GorwRn troops oAgpn the occup~ti0n of the Sudetenl~nd.

During tho conclusion of thE) Munich pact the Wehroe,ch'~ ho?cl 0 cen fully

deployed for the P..ttp.,ck, R\II<",lting only the 'Ilo:cd of Hitler to 'begin the

assault. W::' th the cess'lon 0:: t!:c Sudctenl?nd ns" orders 1I1ere issued. On

30 Septe.'J·ber <ie:fEmdant Keitel pr.O~TJ.lgp.ted Dlr8.::tive #1 on 1l0ccupation of

territory sepH.X"::oted from Czechoslove.kia. lt This directive contained p. ti:!lc

table for the occupRtion of sectors of former Czech territory between,
1 end 10 October Rnd said:

-22 -
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"the present cle;::;reo of m0bil:i.:>:ecl prepa:rcclr:.e8s is t~ be n::dnt.::.illcd
completely; ;'4.1s') in the \lest. 0:--JI.3);" for t:'l8 rosc:~ncLing of ffiGP,su:res
t8kon is bej.nG :r8ROI:"(jc. The oni.;:y lfl to to p·lPnned. in such P. wP,y
thet it can e-".slly 'be con'Ve~~'\;ed into CR.se Green. It

It c:mtp.inod the further proYl~10n the.t "8.11 CO!Cl.OP.t pction 0n the 'P2.rt of

the Freo Corps must cOP.so PeS (d 1 OctoooI'. 1f

(~a8'-PS, cited R'bOV8, Iten 39).

Aclditionp.l directives s-pecifyl:J.g the OCcup?,ti)nal p.re2. ')f t.hG ?rny,

the units uncleI' its cOJ:lT:".cmd, arrp.wdng for c'lr.JJ:lunlcpti0ns fecili ties,

exchange faclLi..liies, supply p.ne:. pr'J}JRg?,n'1.:>., p.nd givin'S instructton~ to

the civil dO,!??rti:lcnts ·)f the gov8rn::lCnt were issued ')ve~ Defend.ant Kci tell s

sign;:tturc nn 30 Scpt.c:nocr (38S::PE!., cHed 2oonv0, Iter\s 40, 41 end 42). By

10 October V0n Bre.uchJ.i;sc~l wP,s r.>~olc to report to Hitler 'lihe.tGermp,n tro0ps

he,d reached the deiIlP.rcati0n line A.nc. thp,t tho 0rdcr fir the occupp,ti:m of

the Sudetcnlp,nd hpd 'been fulfilled. The OKW requested Hitler IS pel'J:lissi 0n

t.) roscind CA.se Green, to wlchCl.:;,,'p.1tl tr)ops fr')~ the occupied -".re?-, p.nd. to

reliove the OKH of oxecut.:.yo P'J\\lc:::'s in tho Sudeten GeTl~~,n ~,re? ps of

15 Oct)'ber.

(388-PS, cited P'bovo, Ite~s 46, 47, 49).

On 18 Octooor, in ~ for~?l letter to t~e Suprono Co~m~nder of the Army,

Col. Gen. von Br~uchitsch, Hitl,r ~nnounced th~t the civil puthorlties

w0uld ta.~e over respons:iJ)ilit;y- for t~'le Sudeten GerDPn territory on

21 OCG0'ber ~md that the OKH woulcl 'be relieved of execu-clve powors ?s of

th~.t dpte. (388-PS, cited rl.hove, ItO!!l 51). On the :;8J'JO de.te additional

domo'bilize\tion of the forces in tl10 Sudetenlp.nd wP,s 0rdered 'by Hi tlor and

defond:ont Keitel (~8Jl-P_S_, cited a'b0vc, Iton 52), !'Ind three d?ys lpJ;eI' the

OKW requested Hitler's C0nscnt to the reversion of tho P~D fr)n the control

of tho arned forces.

AS tho GoI'D~n forces entered the Sudetenl~nd henloints Sudotendeutsche

Pe,rtei wP,s nor~ed with thE' HSDAP of Hitler. The h.lt) nen \lho hpd fled to

Hitler t S protection in V-'.id-Soptenoer, Hcnlein p.nd Karl rtGrmpnn Frpnk, were

~ppointed G:ouloiter and Deputy Gpulciter, res~8ctively, 0f thG Sudetengau~

In the pp.rts of th8 CzC'choslov~J,: R8'f)u'blic thpt 'Nere still free the



Sudctenc..cutschc P"'.:;:-toi cl)ns J.:::2. t·cltOd. ltself PS tho N"'1.tiona:'-SozlallE:t::'scho

(?i~.lL-:~~~, cj ted ?bnve, :p. 13; K,. H. ]'rpr-1:
int8r rOp',~tlf)n, 30 r.fay.l •

.d:UJIOE:~': H-UIfl,DIATEIJY TH:1 NAZI C(m:::PJR.'i.TORS
1...,.Y F'ji,,-S 8'0:::( '.r:-::s CO.i.~Q]J.Fj,:;'r OF 'l'RE REi1.inIDER
CF CZ:SG~0S~~\) V~A1A"

\Vi th the occ:upp.ti:)n vf the Sud0J~enlA.n(t p,nd the inc':',usi':)n of the Ger::::~:n '

spe::tkinc Czechs ,d. thin the Gr"':>.ter Relch it m:i.ght hp.ve been eX'?oc'i;od teat

the IJazi c )nspJ,rp.t0rs ,..nulc. be sP.tisficd. On 26 SC'Ptember, P.t ~he

Sportp<tlp,st in Berlin, Eitle!' p.ssu:'.'ed the w0rld:

II It is the 12.s'l; terrHnr'ial clfl.i::l which I haye to m<>ke in
Eu:"'opo .•• fr.om the m:mellt w;'len Czechoslov8.kia solv'es ilis
p:coblcms, th2,t is to SHY. KLen thu Czc;c;bs have come to an
a:r:-an~ement wHh their )~):Hn o).n):::li'.ies, poa:;eful:i.y. W:1. th')ut
opprecsiun, I sh!:',ll no IJllr~er 'be int;orested in the C:2:ech State .
.tind. this I g'l'LP..l'p.ll·~eo. lile d,')n't we-i):::' e.ny Czechs at alL Ii

/ ........
(Jli ..-~_ OT~~2~£~' Speech by Hitlor,
~:6 SC1)'~eobe:' i933 ).

Yet wi thin C' ID,')nth H'LtIer p.,nd defendant KeHel vierG propp.:d.ng esti~.:p toe

of the militHry forces requl~ed to brceK Czochobl~vc~ rosistp~ce in B0he~la

and 1 )ravla. S0me'~i8e in the first tW0 weeks of OctJbe~ Hitler prop')un~cc

to the O~d f'~r ~ueeti~p~:

1I"fupt reinfnr'cc::wnts 8Ie nccessp,ry in the present s1 tup.tion to
brepk a:''ly Czech roelstence in Bahe::lip. p,nd l'-1orp,vi??

\lEO\\T !:'luch tio;; is :'0quired f')r the ref~roupini~ or novlng up of
~Gdltion~l forcesr

ilEa r rJ1~ch ti::le will be required fin- thf. s".r;le purpose if H is
to be c.'X:ecuted p,fter the intended cleT:l()"bilizp.t·,!.)n and ret-urn oeasurcs?

"H)1Jl much ti::ie 'H·'ulcl be required t') achieve the st?tc of readinoss
')f OctrJber 1st I'"

To those queries defondant Keitel br:)ught bi'l.ck the considered en13'lerS

of the Ov.:a flnd the Luft"m.ffe.

(2i~-!'3, citecl above, Iten 42).

On 21 October, the day On which the ad~inistrRtion of the Sudetenl~nd

was hpnJ.ed over to thocivllian p.uthori ties, a forl:."E,l directive outlinj.ng

the future tpsks vf the ar::led forces wP.S sir~ned by Hi tler e,nd ini tip.lled by

- 24 -



, I

I
I

I
!

defendant Keitel. Thls di~:ective s (,p.ted unequiv'ocal1y thp.t the Wehr;np.cht

must be prop::>.:-ed at pll tir-:es f~:- 1..1:0 d.efcnsn of the fJ.~ontieTs, for lithe

liquid"ti:)n 0f tho rsr::;>,indor of Czech0s1Jyp1{Jp ," p.nci for J~he ocCup::>ti0n

:>f the i·1cr:ell::>nc.. On C~eCh0S1cy<'kj.p the di:-edive re?d p.s fJllows:

"It ffi1;.s·\j be poss:tble t:) smFl.sh P'G ~ny tl:ne the :'e1:1.::> indar 0f
Czechoslovf'-ki2, :1.f he:r pelicy should become h"lstlle t01;J2.ro.s Germany.

"The prepe.r'-'.tlons to be Elr-'..de "by ·LilJ.e Armp.d F01:'ces far this con'i:in£~ency

will be c()ns::"del~"biy sme.1Ier· in extent '(.he.n th')se fo:o~ I Green 1; tney
r:Just, howe','cr, 0;.fi~~ to the fF~ct thp.t pip.nnt..d ::lobiliz?tion mus'G "be
given up, gU2.r~n·tee 1". cont lnu<)Us pnd cons:t.d<2:-p.bly higher stp;;;e of
propl'>.:::,edncss.

"':'he org;:..n·~z::>.tion, order of b,.,..Litle ::>nd stp.i·e of readiness of the
units ep.rmalked. £:;1' ;jh".c p .....'.:-p0SC pre in pee.;::e·-i:ise 1..0 be so
e.rrenged for An ~ss?ult thC'.t (jzCChos:i.0'V';.'k.l.p. he1:'sGlf "il11 be
deprived of p.ll p.Jssloi::'::' ty ot' ·):!.'~2.:rl.ze6. resiste,nce. The ooject
is the s"rif'i; occupption of :B·:)buI:1::.,:> p.nG. t-107'P.vlp,, pnd the cutting
off 0f Slovakip. T-:1e 1/'::·C?::>.:r?·\;i.~n8 sb.ou:'o. "be ~uch, thA.t p;i; the
spne ti::lO 'Grenz8ich0.1<mg West l (COC.BW~~C. for ~e2.s~es of frontier
defence in the ~est) cpn "b8 cprried out. "

(~-136. 0:r:-der 0n Pr8pp.rpti0ns for War,
~l OC'0IJber1038, s:tgned by Hitler e.ril
in~~i~11cd by K~lt81).

Two !ilnnths Ip.tnr, on 17 DOGC'::-iter, dcf3nde.nt Ke:J.tel issued an ?p,?ond.ix

to the origine.l c.iroctivo stp.ting ·i;:'l3.t On the ord.er I)f the Fuhrer prepe.ra-

tions for the l:'.q:a.~.(ip.ti')n of Czec11isbvakip. p.re t') c"lntinuG. Proceeding

on tho !"ssu::I:Jtion th,-,t no resistance vnrth ::lent1.onin.; is 1..') be 0xyected,

this 0rder Oi.1php sized th-".t tho 1"tt<".ck is to 'be ,,,ell cf'_':louf1<"gec. so thpt

it will not pppef'r to 00 F' wprlike f".ctiin. It rer>,d FS f011ov rs:

liT; the. outside world too it ::lUst p.ppepr b,:,vious tlv:·t it is
::lCrely pn pction of jJ::>cific:1.tion pnc. not P. vJe.rlike uncl.ertpkine.
The action r.~st therefore De cprried out by the peace ti~o

.drmed. Fsrces only, without reinforcemt'!lts fro!il :.1obll~sp..tJ.on.

The necC'ssp,ry readiness for ::>.ction, pn ospeci::>.lly socurity of
the brin~ing u~ of the Dist !lCCessAry supplies, ~re to be
p.ttained by p.djust:!lent wl·thi.n the units.

It Si:.1i.lp.rly the 1L'li t s of the Army dote.:lled f0r the l:1C'.rch in
will, ~s FI. ge~crel rule, lepvc their stAt~ons only during the
n:1.ght, "before the crossing of the frouti0r, pnd villl n0t
yreviously c incentrp.to 0n the f::-ont:i.el' P.S the ple.n IFl.ys down.
The tr,"nsport neccssp.ry fnr -prevl::ro.s orgp;D.J.sp,d.ons 1rJill De
li::li.ted to the bare mini!IlULl e.nc1_ will Of' cp~:)uf1?god ::>.s much
2.S possi"ble • • ."

(C'-138, Suprylemcnt to 21 October Order,
17 December 1938. sirned by Eoitel).
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As the ~"Jehrm1'1,cht mnved fo:cw::\,rd with p1:ms for whp..t 1 t clml.rly constdc:' ;".

l1/ould bc an easy vlct0ry, the Foreign Office ~lp.ycct its ]?art. In a d'i.s--

cussion of nepns of i~vroving GeroRn-Czoch relRti0ns with the Czechos10v~~

Foreign Hnistcr, ChvP.].k:Y7alq, in Eer-lin on 21 J::mURIy 1939, R::"D'bcntr0p

urged upon the Czech governoent a lI qul ck roductionll in the size of the

Czech e.rny.

(2795'~?S, Not~s 0n Ribbentrop
Chva.~.kovsky conversp:v!c)U,
21 J',o.I1UA.:"'Y 1939, handw.d t ten
post8~ript by Riboentrop) •
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COL~i~~; Tf"') j~33IST L" '1':- ~ rT~.ll J~::~ru:r­

:J1~.'E-tOi~ (\';? C,ZEC-:- o

• \fI./)'.Tfu\IA..

48 ~!-:: -~:-e C9.se of A\Jst~ia an.c; tte Sudete-::la~dJ t"tE. l"8.zi 'J;'lspirat':lrs

did not intend to reI:,' on the '·';e~;l·.:8.cht 8.1o~e to eCCC';l1;1.7.::;" "';"'3.t the:.'

in e;'ile and v;ere o.ttE-r!!rting to establish more --:rcfitabla oontacts in

the semi-:!:"!scifit 81"vak Catholic FC ..'plcs ::'arty :)f t:r.e late "onsignor

13-14). In Febr~sr~ 1£3B the

dnc1 J.f,t'ee':l to furnis11 one Fino'~her l"itr mutual 'lssisto.nce in pressi:lg

t~eir respective c1Birnfi to auton'")m~. In July 1938, at 3 meetinE between

;jrjtj.sh A/DP/04. '.lr;'''-''''!'3.f1 ';orl'1an
~orui;n ~ffi~8 to ~r8.~UL, 19 Sep­
t C:'l1"J"r 13::;0.
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understanding between the Slovak autonomists and the Slovak p~rti8S in

the government at Prae;ue. (998-PS., cited above, p. 14). Franz K3.rmasin)

later to become Volksgruppenfuehrer, had been appointed Nazi leaner in

Slovakia and pl'ofessed to be serving the cause of Slovak autonomy while

on the Nazi pay roll. On 22 Nov~nber the Nazis indiscreetly ~ired

Karmasin to collect his mone~ at the Ge~man Legation in person.

Brit1.sh A/DP/19. Telegram German
1,e6etion, Fra6ue, to Eratislav8,
22 November 1938).

Later in the "'Minter, d'Olfendant I}oerin:; conferred with Durcansky and

Mach, t~o leaders in the Hlinka Catholic people's Party, who were acco~-

panied by Karmasin. The Slovaks told G0~ring of their desire for inde-

pendence ....~'ith strong political, econ~)mic and mili.J:ary ties to Germany.

They promised that the J~'ish problem would be solved as it had been

in Germany; that the Communist Farty would be prohibited. The notes of

the maetins report that rroering considered that the Slovak Gfforts tov~rus

independence were to be supported in a suitable manner. The reaS0ns f~r

th,,; decisions were t~vo-fold: first, "Czechoslovakia without SlOvakia

is even rnOl:'0 deli-veree. up to us"; ann second, air b8.ses in Slo"VakLl 'Nould

be of great importance for tbe ~erman Air Force in a war against the

East.

280l-·PS. ~v~inutes of COYlver sat ion
ocltween Joerin~ and Duraansky,
undatod.

In addition to the 8b7aks, the Nazi conspirators made US8 of. the

) fev: ner:~ans still rcmainitJg wittin the mutilated Czech republic. I<undt,

FG!1l0in l s der.uty 'f'ho l:p..d beon appointed le::tder of this German minority,

croatcd 9.S l'1an~Y art:£'icial lff0c8.1 points of German c"lture" as p:,SS:l ')1::.

Germ'Otns from the districts handed over to Ger!:1any w,re ordvred from B0r)in

to continue tll0i~' studios at tr,r, G.:,rmun University in Prague and to make

'1
i

r

it a centel' of agsressiv0 ~1aziism. ',Vith thl':; assistance of German civil

servS'.Ylts, a dolibvratc camp::<ign of IJazi infiltratiGn into Czech public

and privat3 institt.;ticYls was carried out, 8.nd the; Ht::mleinists gave full

oooperution with Gestapo aGents from the Reich who appeared on Czech

soil. The Nazi "political D.ctj.'1ity IJ W9.S designed to undermine rmd to

weaken Czoch resistsmoe to the cO!:lm~nds from Germany. In the f:ice of'

oontinued threats and duress on both diplomatic and prop~gand~ levels,
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the Czech t',ovel'l1l11eClt was unable to take adequate measures against these

tresp'lsses on its sovereignty. (9S8:!'S, c,ited above, p. 17).

In earl;.' Marc!">, when the date had oeen set for the march into Cze.:lfJo-

slovSl.kia, the fifth column activity moved into its final ph9.se. In

Bot.emia 8.nd Lcravia the FS, Fenlein's equivalent of the SS, were in touch

with the Nazi conspirators in the rteich and laid the ground"'1ork for the

attaok of 14 and 15 March. The principle ?S groups were formed £'rom the

German. student orgad_zat~ons in Prague and .Erno, with other units i~ the

isob,ted Gerr;i'lYl settlome:lts which still renained in the Czechoslavak Re-

public:. Once the agr.;ressbn =lad begun, the FS attempted to seize control

bp,fo~'e t!.o arriv'1l of' German troo-;;s, t'oole steps to prevent the burning

of archive3 A.n~ files by the Czech a\~h~rities, and performed various

tasks 8Gr-EJ:1tia1 to obtaining quick control of the political auth,')rity.

On the arrival of tha SS with the first colu~ns of the German PYmy, the

FS served as their auxiliaries and collaborators o The value of their work

was attested by Hit ler, who personally congratulated them at a review

in the B~rg yard at Prague on 16 March, and by Rimmler and Heydrich, who

admitted many of the !i'S into the SS on 15 t::arch ar~d on the following days

with appropriate acknowledgment.

2B?6-PS. "The SS on March 15, 1939"
by i:-H. Frank, oited above.

In Slovakia events came to a crisis on 10 March. On that day the

Czechoslovak govern~0nt dis~issed those members of the Slovakian cabinot

who refused to contiLlue ne~~otiatians with prague, among them Prime Minist:)r

Tiso s.::d Dutc&:nsky. On the folbwing day Eonsignor Tiso addressed an

apr-oal fai' h~lp to the German g07,;rnment.

Dispatches by M. Coulondre, the
French A~bassador in Berlin, to
Einister for Foreign Affair s.
Fronch Yellow Book Nos. 55, 57,
62, 65, 73, 77 and 79. Eo. 57,
13 iVla:rch 1939.

The No. zi cO!lsr.;irat '.. r8 answered ~\;onsibn:)r Tiso' s ap~:e9.l. Durc3.nslcy

e3c~n0d to Vi0nna, where the facilities of tho Vienna broadca8tin~ statio~

wcr,: pl:lcod n.t his disDOS'1.'"!.. The G,:;rman prrJss and ra.dio launch::d 8.

v~ol(mi; campa.ii';n ag.\ir~st t;".e Czechoslovak government. (Coulondre, No.6:::).

Tile SS'1nd SD, which had o.lro3.dy devGloped conta.cts with the Hlinka

,l­.
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Guards, shipped additional explosives into Clovakia. One shipment of

explosives was brought from Berlin to,) an c,utpost of the 3D at a village

across the Danube from 8:.'atislo.va. lit h'.is SII office were gathered a

number of Slovak autonom~st le8.der s. inc ludin~; Durcansi<:y, l.:aoh, and

Karmasin, in conference with L)cal Nazi represe~tatives. 'fr.G eXI,losives

were distributed to Hlinka guard outpcsts in Sl~vakia, presumably for

use in terroristio escapades and the creation of incidents. (Naujocks

interrogation, 1 Jovember ).

XIV

UNDER TEHEAT 0:" l,TwITAPY ::;'ORCE
CZESHOSLJV.1iI~IA -'~s CmlPELLED TO fErunT
'I'FE E;~1TRY 0:;' GEREAi~ TROOPS.

With preparations on the military and propaganda levels well under

way, only the fot'!"lal~.ties remained before Czecr.os1ovakia would be "liqui-

dated". It was determined tr"lt t1,e attack sh-culr1 take place in mid-i:taroh.

As ch.'r·~.~·:l Case Green of' tr.e preceding su''TImer, the I\azi conGpirators

had invited Fungary to 9articipate in t~e attack. Admiral Horthy, the

Ftmgarian rege~t, .vas flattered by t::<6 iU7itation. (:,n 13 1:,.a~'(;h he vn",)'te

Hitler as follows:

llYour F::Xcell",noy,

r'-Y sincer8 tha.nks.

I can hardly tell you :-tow happy I '1.ffi beoause this
Sp·1.-District - I dislike 1.;sing big wore.s - is of 7i"~al importanoe
to the life of llungary.

:n spite of tte faot that cur recruits have only
been s'::l"vin['; fot' 5 weeks l,<1e are going into this a:Pfa.:i,~" 1.'lith
eager enthusiasm. The dispositions hG.ve already been made.
On Thursday, the 16th of this montt, Q f~ontier inoident
will tuke pliloe which v,:i).l De foll,w;ad oy tLG big b1ov,1 on
Saturday.

I shall n::vs-:c for§';et this p:oof of frie~1dship '1.nd
your Exoellency may rely on my unshah,ble grfl:t~tucle :'tt ~ll U.;;]lJs.

Your devoted ~riend.

Budapest. 12.3.1939."

2816-I'S. L.etter., E8~' thy to
Eitlor, ]3 ~arct 1039.

mir.istel" in P~'G.~;\.1U, ~.1.ltlining thG c.Jurs':; ;)J: c~;nduct ho should pursue during
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the cOf.'\ing diplomatic pressure.

"';21 c~se :Oll should bet an~T written ccmmll.licatLms from Presidf-~;lt

Each'i, (f be "Irote.,. "plee.se do not make any written or vel'bal OOlTl'­

:"P.l,ts or act ]n any way, ~ut pe,ss them en here by cir-her telegraJllo
~,ore::- e!' f I m'l"t as1: ;y:)u 'inc the o+her rr.ember s of tr.8 'Jnba& sy to
mqke ~ point 0~ ~ot being a,~ila~le if the Czech governme)~ want
to bet into "c jucb wit]o you :'n t:13 next fe',v d~ys. II

281S·PS, Telegram, ~ibbentrop tJ
Fr:a~;t,e; 13 ~I~arcn 19c9 •

Or tl~e F\fternoon of 12 1:arch }',cnsign)r Tisc .• accompanied by Durcansky

anj Kar~asin, the local ~azi leader, arrived in Berlin in response tc a

summons £"~'om Fitler. (Coul:mdre, rJo. 62). At a conference with the

Fuehrer, ~i50 was directed to dAclare an independent Slova~ state which

would enjoy "er:'lan protection.

2802·-PS Eotes on Conference,
Hit lel:-:-Tiso, 13 l'~arch 1935.

L'1ter in the svenL1g liso and Durcansl-:'y conferred with lUbbentrop and

v':lrious r"igh "Tazi officials until woll after midnight. On 14 September,

pursuen": to t~e wishes of the ;Tazi conspir9.t,)!'s, the Diet of Brat5s1ava.

procla~~ed the independence of Slovakia. (~oulondre, No. 65).

~n the evening of the 14th, at ~he sUGgesti~n of the Gernen l~gati~n

in Fre.f:'uo, 1':, •.;~ach8., the prosident o~ tlle Czechoslovak republic) and

h .• Chv~l~ovskYJ his foreign minister, arrived in Rerlin. The atmosphere

in ~hic\ tt~r found t~emsslves ~as hostile. Since the preoeding weekend

th6 ~~3.zi press had 9,CCtlSeQ the Czechs of using violence against~he Slova.ks

9.1'),d 8"'pecially ag'1inst ~:em':Jers of the G~rm3.n minority and citizens of the

Re~c~. :oth pres2 and radio prcc:ained that the lives of Germans were

i~ 0~~ger, t~~t the s~tu~tion was intclerable and that it was necessary

to s!'Jotk,r as quicl~ly as possib Ie t~e focus of ttoub Ie Ihicb Fr';lf,u'3 had

become in i;J~0 hclUl't of Europ0. (Coulondre, No. 66).

J1f-t:er f:1icl.n:'gilt on tLe 15th, a.t 0115, Eacha and Chvalkovsky were

us:,ei'ecl :;?1,:o::l-,e Reich Chancellery. They found thel'e Hitlel', def.'e'.1C1ants

von 'Hibbentrop, Goerj·:crs Hnd Keitel, and V8n Weizsacker, ii,eissner, Dietrich

and revl'.?}. hl0h:t W::l.S conoi}.iator;:. Be thn.T).ked the ?uchrer for reJeiJirg

hi~ and Gaid he ~new t~~t the fate of 8zechoslovakia rested in t~e Fuetrer'~

} it 1e" ~egan b~' :;:;lyL1~ tbat Yacta' s j:.- uney could he of breat use to

the c_u:rtl';V, i"; srit::: of tte gre"'."t 1ge of the President, be'cause it was

oi:ly H natter cf hour:;: ~)efore Gel'many att<.l.cked.
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liThe dice fell last St.mda;r, and no i I have given the order
to tr-e Ger~an forces to march into Czechoslovakia and make
it part of tte fi.erman I:.aicl'. 'jermany's attitude to ards
Czechoslo~akia ~ill depend on the attjtude n~opted by the
Czech ~ilita~y and civHian population towards the German
troops. At 6 a.~. the Ger~an army will attack from all
sider, ana the Luftws.ffe \'Iill occuDy Czecr' aerodromes. 1'he
Czecr' armywj,ll not exist in a few da~7s ti!De."

Facha asked if the object of tte occupati)n was to disarm the Czech

army. If so, ~hat might be arranged. Eitler replied tha~ his decisi)rJ

¢ was final.

".'I.E'ter a time, II r:e said, "all l:Jittel':1eSS will fade."

27?8~,PS Ger!T'an F::Jreign Of ~ice l\;inutes
of meeting Litler-Rac~a, 15 ~aroh 1939.

The Czeo:, president and Foreign !dnister were then oonfronted with

a dooument for tl"eir si~nature. This c:iccurnent stated that

lithe rresidGnt of the Czeohoslovak state ••• entrusts w~t',

entire oonfidence the destin.' ')f the Czeo;1 people and t}-;e
Czech country to tl:e han(1s ::Jf tile F'uerrcr of t~a German
Reich."

TC-49. Declaratbn of 15 r,areh lS3~,

'sigl1e'd Eitler, VJn Hiobentrop, P.:acha,
Cr.v~:l.lk,)vsky.

~..
Eacha and ChvalkrJvsky prJte:>ted ,!,gfl~,nst suc:, an indignH~r. '1'1,'::";' said

they would be fore~pr cursed by t~eir peoule if they signed such a state-

The Nazis said tJ::a-: if' they re:'used the Luft'Vlaf-Pe ~vou:,d bomb half prag;ue

into ruins in two hours. After several hJurs JI.... duress :i acr-a ar.d Ch'lal-

kovs1:y signed this d·:)cument ,':hich delivered Czechoslovaki3. intc German

Jo-,ands. (Couloncre, lTOS. 73, 77). Fazi :,:,fficials "'ho ha.c '1eon drinJdng

wi::.::: in an 8.::2-teroom durLtg this hi~tur, tLen joined the '"uer:re~' and d:rank

to his success (G::;eriY1g and t~eitE:l inter;·ogf.ltiJns).

of the Czeoh governTl':J:1t, t}:(: Vvehrmacht had already begun the :":,,rcr: on

Czechoslovakia. In the evenin~ of tho 14th, bGfor~ ~Qcha and Chvnl~ovsky

had been received by Yit1.er, (lorman SS detacb.r':8!:.ts occupiod thu Czocb

towns of ? ai,risc}1-(Jsh'au and Vitkovicc.

Br'5-tish :3lue Book ~ros. 10 and 12;
G.:>cring int,,,rr:::g:atio!l.

At dawn of tile H5th t(Jr:p.~~n tro0ps T)oJJred into CZ3C~10Gl:)vak:'...a from all

sidds. PitlLr issued an Order of th8 Day to t~c ~rmud Forces and a
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Frocl::tl:1ation to the German People, which stated succinctly, "Czechos',,-

va~ria h::'.s ceased to exist."

TC-50, proclanation to the German
.~- .._- --
Peop2.e and Order to t);e Wehrma:::ht,
15 1;:a1'C:1 1939.

On ':~~e folloVJiW~ day, in direct cJnt~8.ve!'.tion of Article 81 of t:le

Treaty of' ;"el'sai].les, Czech,)slev3.kia ,"80S f0rm?-lly incorporated into the

Ger~an ~:eich under the name of the "Frotectcrate of Bohemia and l:oravia".

The decree \';as s isned in Pr<:tg'Je by Hit ler, Lamme~s, and defendant s Fr ick

alY~ 'len :,ibhentrop. B:' ,::niec 8.12d ~.~oravia were placed undel:' a /"tel"man [':0-

+.ector ~.:n. a Ge:-man FrGtec-t:Jrqte. T::-:e Ger:nan government assumed charge

of their forei[12 affairs, of their cus~~ms and their exrise, and of their

b'l.nk reserves. It cO:O:1."iscated witr.'.Jut pa:VDent the equipment of their

arr,~y. It was specified that ~}8rman garrisons and. military establishments

TC-51. Decree Establisbing the
Frote'ctotate of Boher'1if.l. and ~1oral1ic;"

16 j\~arc:l 19:39 •

•.;,t the sa!ile time Slol1al':ia, which at Germa.n urgine; had done so :1\uch

to undermine the Czech state, found that its independence was i~ fact

quall~ieC. A Treaty of Frotoction bet~een S1ov3.kia and the Reich, under

~\'hich :ie).'mnllY was given 8.~l"tr,.)ri.ty t:..J construct mi.litary inst:lll2.tions <md

to m~irrtqi2 Gurrisons in bread urC1S of the Slovak State was signed in

V·.i.ej1~"H:. or-. 18 b.Q.rct and by defGnrhnt P'i'Jbe:::ltr':Jp in 3erlin on 23 j"le-rcb.

1439-r8. Tre~ty of Fro~ectien be­
tween the n-,:;r::lan l~eich bond the State
of Slovakia, 23 Yarch 1935.

R-lOlJ. ~'_er.lor8-nd1jrn of Instructi::ms
Five; b:/ Bitler to Oven 2rauch'itscl:,
2:5 ~'!8.rch 1939.

'1'\-:.,.3 ,; .... l:'m[,n CO:::lqUGst of C7EJchosJ.ovakia ir. c1i:"(;ct contr3.venti:n of tbe

'runic!". ,to'0ijmc;r.t 'Ins the OCC'ls~,on f::;~' L'or::no.l pr-otests from tho Britis)'

!C-52 nnd TC-53, 17 l/i:u."'cll 1939.

0n 1'7 ;;f,'1rch, Sumn",r '''Telles, the ,1.cting SeCl"etary of state, sps0.king fer
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"Th:i.G Governrnent ••• cllnnot refrain from making kno'iJrl this
country's condem~ation of the act~ which ~ave resulted i~

trle i;en1po~ary e:xi.;in~1.;is,;·'ent of the libel'tieG o~' a free ,.. ::.':,
i~de"penden-c peo:r:1e 0 11

Peace and ·Nar, No. 126.

xV"

T.lef'3:-10:~nt Goering was frJm th3 start aware of' tl:e economic 3.nd stl'a-

teGic ac1v:.'l.ntage.s ',\'115.c:·; ','1:0\.;1.::: accrue {'rotr. the p.')ssession of CzechoslQva:--j.G..

In the fall ~)f lS38, snJ.y two '~ceks after the ~arch into the Su1etenland J

he called for plans for an Oder-Danube Canal, for search for oil and are

l~ Sl07~kia nn~ for thorough economic exploitation of Bohemia and ~oravia,

1301-PS. Item 10, Minute of' Con­
f61:c3-nce with Goer in!; on Acce ler~~t io,~1

of' j,rmament, 14 October 19::,8.

.'"I.ft9r a conforence l"itl1 a pro-I')azi Slovak delegation in the wir:t'3r of

nortance for the Serman Air Force in a war against the East.

2801-·FS. l\'~inute of discuGsLm
Go'eiin(;-Durcansk~r•

On 15 April 1939 Goering pointed out to Hussolini and Ciano tbdt tJ::.e

acquisjtion of Czechoslov~kials production capacity had materjally str6D

tr:ened th0 p;)siti:;n of the Axis.

l874-PS. Notes on a confnrcnce
between Goering, ~ussolini and
Ciano, 15 April 1939.

At a conference v.::i..tL tIle '··3Lr:rn.cht economic staff on 2S ...TU1.y 1939

Goer'ini~ develor--ed 3.t lODljth his view of the 0conomic importance of' ~:ohcr.1·:'

and j: ol":lvia. 1'3 st8.ted th::l.t ona of the rO[,SOl1S for t!'.8 inc0q)Or~itj.)n of'

the :r(.ln:).inde~· 0-' Czech:)~lovakia. into the Reich was to inC)'OQ,,8 tr.G (~erm~lr.

R-133. Nete on a C;)nfer~ncc )D

25 ,July 1939 with Goeril1!,;, siGned
r;;u..:.1l0r.

With the consuv'st of CZGcrdslovctldQ successfully ccnclud<:;d, t;(,o '~Ic'.zi

cons~irator5 had obt~in0d resources and production facilit~es for their
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Wal" economy. They had a.ls a obtained b'1.8es for the next st ep in their

program of eXI''3.nsior.. Defend:1nt ,J od 1 [,3.S stated:

"Tr.e bloodless solut~:)n of' the Czech conflict in the ~ utumn
of 1930 ana s~ring of 1938 8~d the anneX'3.tion of Slova.~ia

l'cundeci of:£' tl,G terl'it.J)"y of Greater '}erUI3.ny in sur:h a way
-tl',at it now became possible co consider the Polish pro'11lem
on the basis of more or less :'av'~ra~Jle stratcJgic r:remh es."

1,-172. "The stl"ateFic .=osition at
th8 Peginnbg of the 5t; 1. :re'lr o~

War," lec-ture by .Jodl '11. I<unich,
7 ~iTcvE'mber 1943.

Tn t~H~ fall of 19:39 Fitler describeO. the :r;rocess by v;,ic: he had

rebuilt t~e military power ~f tte ~eic~:

"It was cle(l.r to me from the ::"il'st moment." he sai", "tha',; I, ,

could not be sa~isfied wit~ the 2udeten GermRn terri~ory. That
",'I'3.S only a p:=trtial solution. The decisi')rl to marcrl into E'ohemia
w~s made. Then followBc the erection of the protectorate '3.nd
with th'l,t the b8.sis .Por the 9.ction ag9.inst PoLmd w?,s 19.~.d ... "

789-PS. Speech by ritle~ ~o his
kil.itary COrlrnanders, 23 :ITC"r8mber
1930.
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0::' theit c')n:;pir~~cy, Clnd "oart:'.cu:".:trly thr"ug':l t~e lotion::; of c8rt:lin dei'en-

1. TLey ir.t~;ri"3rred by cirect'.ll1d ::.nr'1L-ect :~<)l.ns over :.:t, period of

'/ce~s 'in t],e int0rYlu1 :;;,f'f::t~_rs of tho CZGchos1ov"k st"",tG. 3y Be doing t:ley

of 1038 milit3ry ~pcr~tioDS d8s~gnc~ to c)n~uer Czochos1o~aki~. In t~is

3. in 'tlv,; i""~ 11 of 1932 and


