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RARTER OF TP INTER:ZATIOUAL ¥ ILITARY TRIBUNAL

"Article 8¢ The Tribunal established by the Agresment referred to in
article 1 hereof for the trial and punishment of the major way oriminals
of the Buronean ixis countries shall have the power to try and punish
persons who, acting in the interests of the Zuropean Axis ccuntries,
whether as individuals or as members of organizetions, committed any of
the following erimes:

"The following acts, or any of them, are crires coming within the
jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which there shall be individual re-
sponsibilitys

(a) CRINES ACAINST PEACE: “ﬂmelv, planning, preparation,
initiaticn or weging of a war of aggression, or 2 war
in vieolation 2of international treaties, agreements or
assurances, or participation in a commsn plan or con-
spiracy for the accomplistment of any of the foregoing..."

"Leaders, orsanizers, instigators and accomplices participating in
tPe for mulatlor or executior of a common plan or conspiracy to commit
ny of the foregeing crimes are respunsinle for all acts performed by
anv persons in execution of sueh plen,

"Article 7. The official positin of defendants, whethar as Heads of
Stute or responsinle officials in Gaverrment Departments, shall not be
considered as freeing thom from responsibility or mitigatirg punishment.

"article 8., The fact that the Defendant acted pursuvant to order of

his Dovermment or of a superior shall nct free hin from resmonsibility,
but m2y be considered in mitigation of punishment if the Trihural deter-
mine that justice so reguires,"”

TREATIES AU AGREZR.EWIS

Treaty of Versailles, Article 81, (¥o. TC-7).

Arhityation treaty between Zurmany and Czechoslovakia, signed at
Locarno, 16 October 1925. (iic. TC=-14).

Agreement between Germany, the Unitoed Kingdom, France and Italy con-
¢luded at Fuaich, 29 September 1938. (Yo. TC=23).

Agreement of 18 Jiarch 1939, signed by Eitler, Hacha, von Ribhentron
and Chvalkovsky. (XNo. TC-49),

Treaty of Protection concluded between the Curman Reich and the State
of Slovakia, 23 Mareh 1936, (No. 1439-PS).

DECREES

Decrce of the Fushrer coneerning the Protectorats of Bohemia and
Foravia, 16 March 1939, (%2..TC=51).
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

STATEMENT OF EVIDEFCE

I

THE DEVSLORUMENT OF THS FAZI FROGRAM OF AGGRESSION:

HITLTR AND DEFSNDaNT KEITFL MEDT ON 21 APRIL 1938

TO DISCUSS PLaNS FOR THE CORQUEST OF CZECHOSLUVAKIA.

With the anhexation of Austria consummated on 13 Merch 1938, the

Nazi conspirastors turned their attention to Czechoslovekia as their
next objective. The preceding sutumn, a2t 2 conference in the Reichs
Chencellory in Berlin on § November 1937, Hitler head set forth the
program which Germany wes to follow. The question for Germeny, the
Fuhrer hed informed the commanders of the Army, Navy and ILuftwaffe
and the Reichsministers for Foreign Affairs and War, is where the
greatest possible conquest could be made at the lowest costs 4t the
top of his agends stond two countries: Austria and Czechoslovakia.
On the ~ssumption that a compulsory emigration of 2 million from
Czechoslovekia and of 1 million from austria could de carried out,
the conquest of these two nations would mean the capture of food for
from 5 %0 € million people. The asnnexation of these two States to
Germany would mesn shorter and better frontiers snd the freeing of
military personnel for other purposes. It would also offer the
possibility, Hitler told his esdvisers, of drawing 12 new divisicns
from the conquered countries, representing one new division for esch

million of populetion.

(386-PS. Notes on a conference
with Hit ler, Berlin, 5 November
1937, signed Hossbach.)

Four months later, in March 1938, Austria was occupled by the
German Army ond annexed to the Reich. The time had come for a re-
definition.of Germen intentions toward Czechoslovaekia. The following
month, on 21 April, co-conspirators Hitler 2nd Keitel met to discuss
plans for the envelopment snd conquest of the Czechoslovak state.
They decided to leaunch a military attack only after a period of
diplomr~tic squebbling which, growing more serious, would lead to the

excuse for war. In the alternative, they planned to unleash = lightning

attack as the result of an "incident" of their own creation. Cnnsldera-
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(Woolsey)
tion was given to the =mssmssination of the Germsn ambassador 2t Prague
to create the requisitc incident. The neccesity of oronsgenda to guide
the conduct of Germans in Ozechoslovekis =nd to intimidate the Czechs
was recognized, Problems of trensport »nd trctics wore discussed with
a view to overecoming all Czechnslovek resistance within four drys, thus

presenting the world with » falt sccompli snd forestalling outside

intervention.

(388-PS, Item 2. Tile of papers on
Cese Green kept by Schmundt, Hitler's
Adjutent, April-Octobor 1938).

II

AT THS TIME OF THIS CONSPIRaCY FRIZHDLY DIPLOMATIC
RELATIONS IXISTED BITHERT GIRMANY WD CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

This conspiracy must be viewed sgrinst » background of ~niceble
Germen—-Czech diplometic relatinsns. aAlthough they had in the fall of
1937 determined tn destroy the Czechoslovak state, the lenders of the
German governzent were bound by 2 tresty »f arbitration and by assurences
freely given to observe the sovereignty of Czechoslovakia. 3By # formal
treaty signed at Locerno 16 October 1925, Germany and Czechoslovakiea
agrecd with certain cxceptions., to refor to sn arbltrsl tribunel or to

the Permanent Court of Internstion=l Justice

", . . 2all disvutes nf every kind between Germany 2nd Czecho-
slovakia with regrrd to which the perties =re in conflict es
to thelr respective rizghts, snd which it mey not be possible
to settle amicsbly by the normel methods of diplomecy . . "

The preamble of this treaty stated:

"The President of the German BEmpire snd the Preosident of
the Czechoslovesk Republic; equrlly resolved ta meaintein peace
between Germeny =nd Czechnslovekis by assuring the meaceful
sottlement of diffeorences which might nrise between the two
countrics; declerine that respect for the rights established by
treaty or rosulting from the law of n=ations is nblig=tory for
international tribun=ls; agrecing to recognise that the rights
of & State cannot be modified save with its consent; 2nd
considering that sincere obscrvance of the mecthods :f peaceful
settlement of internationsl disputes pormits of resolving,
without recourse to force, quostions which mey become the
cause 0of divieion betwecn Stetes; have decided to embody in =2
tresty their common intentions in this respect . . .

(TC-14, artitrotion Treaty Letween
Germany »nd Czechoslovakia, LocArno,
16 October 1923).
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On 1 May 1936 Hitler, spesking in Berlin, said:

"The 1lie goes forth sgain thet Germany tomorrow or the dsy after

will fall upnn Austria or Czechoslovekie. I ask myself =2lweys:

Who can these elements be who will have no peece, who incite

continually, who st so distrust, and want no understandingf®"

(2367-PS. Quoted in National Socialism,
p. 238, from The Times of London,

26 Scptomber 1929, p. 9. But cf,
Voelkischer Beobachter, 2-3 Mpy 1936,
end Frankfurter Zeitung, 2 Msy 1936.

In these ncwspsapers the rcference to
Czechoslovekia is omitted).

On 11 =nd 12 Merch 1938, 2t the time of the annexation of &ustria,
Defendants Goering »nd von Feureth s2ssured M. Mastny, the Czechoslovak
Minister in Berlin, on behalf of the German Government that German—czeph
relations were not adversely =ffected by the Anschluss and that Germeny
8t11l considered herself bound by the Arbitration Convention of 1925.

48 a token of his sincerity defendant Goering prefaced his assurance
with the statement: "Ich gebe Ihnen mein Threnwort" ("I give you ny

word of honor.")

(T.C.-27. British Foreign Office
version of German assurenccs, as
transmitted by M. Masaryk to
Viscount Halifax on 13 March 1938).
T
BEZHIND THE SCRITN OF THESE ASSURANCES
THE NaZI CQNSPIRATORS PROCEEDED WITH
THSIR PLalS FOR AGGRISSION.

Behind the screen of these assurances the Nazl conspirators procecded
with their militery and political plans for aggression. Since the
preceding fell it hed been estmblished that the aim of Germen policy
during 1938 was tho eliminstion of Austrisa and Czechoslovskia. In both
countries the Wazi conspirators plenned to undermine the will %o reeist
by propaganda and by fifth column activities, while the mactusl military
preparations were being developed. The Austrion operstion, which received
priority for political ~nd strategic reasons, was carried out in February
and March 1938. Thenceforth Wehrmecht planning was devoted to Cese Green

(F21l Grun), the designation given to the nperation against Czechoslovekia.

(1780~PS. Di~ry keot by Genmeral Jodl
4 Januery 1937 to 22 August 1939).

i
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The militery pleans for Case Green had been drafted in cutline form =28

'* early =s June 1937. The OKW Top Secrect "Directive for Unified Preparation
ik -
o for Wer,® signed by von Blomberg on 24 June 1937 »nd promulgated to the
i
t‘*.' army, Nevy =nd Luftweffe for the year beginning 1 July 1937, included =s
y -
}‘l a "probable warlike eventuality", for which » concentration plan wes to
Eri be drafted, Cesc Green ("War on two fronts with the contre of grevity in
& the south esst"). The orlginal of this directive, which was leter revised,
ol
¢ cpens with this supposition:
A
i
v “The wer in the c2st can begin wlth = surprise Gerren operation
| against Czechoslovakia in order %o parry the imminent attack of
9 s superior encmy coalition, For such an =c¢tion the political
: conditions in mccordance with irnternational law must be created
4 beforehand."

This directive set forth as one of its gulding principles:

| "The politically fluld world situation, which does not preclude
) surprising incidents, demands = contlnuous prepsredness for war
of the German 4rmed Forces . . . t0 enable the military

exploitation of politically favorable opportunities should they
{ - occur,"

J E It ordered further work on the plan for mobilization without public announce-

Oi ment "in order to put the armed Forces in a position to begin a war

l suddenly and by surprise both as regards strengih and time."

f (C-175. OKW Directive for unified
praparation for war 1937-1938, with

a covering letter from von Blomberg,

24 June 1937).

The basic assumption of this directive, i. e., preparation for

n

aggression, is underlined by the memorsndum on the Orgenization of the

armed Forces submitted by the OKH to the OKW on 7 Merch 1938. This
memorandum, A brief in suppnrt of the importance of the army, emphesizes;

5 "Only the Army can conquer sannther country. &s there sppears in
: the foreground the possibility of - wer in the Zest, where 1t will
be » question of conquering vast arees, while at the s2me time an
impregnable well would heve to be erected in the West, the clesrer
L it becomes thrt the success »f the 4rmy will be the declsive factor
in victory or defest. It must be added that nonc of our opHonents
< in the Bast, neither Russls nor Pnland, cen be completely destroyed
by sea Or air, and that Czechoslovakia could perheps be farced int»
F the cession of certsin territories by the destruction of her big
= towns 2nd centres of industry, but not into the complete surrender

s of her sovereignty. To incorporste 2 country or to break its
) resistance completely, one will rlwsys have to conquer it in the
end . +

(British DP/25, Memorandum OKE to OKW
on "Orgsnization of srmed Forces",
7 March 1938).
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v
AFTER THE 21 APRIL 1938 MBETING SFECIFIC
PTafS FOR THE aTTaCK OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA .
WERE EVOLVED DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER.

At the 21 april meobting botween Hi%ler and Keitel (see Point I supra)
specific plans for the attrck on Czechoslovakia were discussed for the
first time. This meeting wes followed in the late spring and summer by 2
series of memorsndes nnd telegrams advencing Crse Green. The Nauzl
conspirators displeyed a lively interest in intelligence date concerning
Czechoslovak armement »nd defense (388--US, cited above, Items 4, 12 »nd 13).
Orders were issued for the rushlng nf fortification measures in the West.
(388-PS, cited above, Items 8 »nd 18). In Mey, June, July And august
conferences between Hitler and hils military snd political advisers set
X-day for no lster than 1 October 2nd resulted in the issuance of &
series of constently revised direcctives for the stteck. The most important
of these directives and conferences were:

2. Draft of Case Green, revised »s a result of the annexation of

austria, submitted to Hitler by defendent EKritel 20 MAy 1938.
(388-PS, cited avove, Item 5).
b. Conference 28 May 1938 between Hitler and the leadling men of
the Wehrmacht end Foreign Office, including Beck, von Brauchitsech,
and defendants Reeder, Keitel, Goering, Ribbentrop, end von :

Neurath., On this occasion Hitler made the following statement:

"It 1s my unshekesble will that Czechoslovakia
should be wiped off the mep."

At thc end of the conference he addressed himself to the Generels,
saying:
"So, we will first tackle the situation in the East,
Then I will give you three to four years time and
then we will settle the situstion in the West."
(Wiedermann interrogation).
The following winter Hitler named this as the day on which the
conguest of the Sudetenland wms launched. In = speech before the
Reichsteg on 30 Januery 1939 the Fuhrer sald that he had
"resolved to solve nnce And for 211, and this time
radicelly, the Sudcten German question, On May 28
I ordored that preperations should be mede for

military action sgainst this state by October 2 . . .M

(2360-Ps, Specech by Hitler before
Reichsteg, 30 Jenuary 1939).

LG
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Revised dircctive for Cmsc Green ("Two-frontzsl wer with the
southesst 28 center of zraviiy"), doted Berlin, 30 May 1938.
Signed by Hitler mnd forwarded ty defendant Keltel to von
Brauchitsch »nd defendants Raeder »nd Gooring. This directive,
which replaced Part 2, Section II of the "Dircective for Unified
Preparation for War' promulgated bty von Blomberg on 24 Junc 1937
(C-175, clted above), was 2n expansinn of the draft subnitted by
Keitel to Hitler on 20 Mry. It represented a further development
of the idees for politicrl snd militsry sction dlscussed by
Hitler and Keitel in the 21 April conferencc. In his covering
meuorandun Keltel nnted that "its execution must be gusranteed
by 1 Octnber a2t the latest.”
This order is the basic directive on which the Wehrmacht
carried out its planning for Cese Green.
"It is my unalterable decision," Hitler said, "to smash
Czechoslovekia {hrough military =ction in the near future,
To await or bring 2bout the politicelly ~nd militerily
nost opportune moment ie the job of the paliticel le=ders.
Inevitable devolopments inside Czechoslovakile 2r other
politicel events in Iurone which nmight crcate A surprisingly
favorablo opportunity =nd one which mey nover return may
prompt me to act sooncr than expected. The proper chnice
and energetic exnloitatinon of =n opnortune mrment is the
best guarnntee for success. With this in mind proparations
are to be emberked upon withous delay.m
The nccessity of provocation is discussed. Most desiradle
is a lightning-swift attack
"as the result of an incident through which Germeny has
been unbesrsbly provoked . . . But even A period of temsion
Procecding 2 war must find its conclusisn in an =ction on
our part containing 211 the elements of surprise as regsrds
time and extent . . "
Propagenda warfarc is to be leunched which will intimidate
Czechoslovakin and reduce its defeneive potentirl; instructions
mist be issued to pro-Germen groups within Czechoslovekia,
Militery preparstions are to be directed tn the goal of over-

running Czech defenses within four deys in order to discoursge the

intervention of ocutside powers. The bulk of the army is to be

employed; the Iuftwaffe is to be committed en masse, Mobile units

of the army are to cross the border "at the same time =s the

Inftwaffe, before the enemy hes become awere of our mobilizstion."

— B
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The stratezy to be employed in the attnck is set forth. 4 time
table 1s to be prepared for Hitler's approval.
(B28--FS, clied above, Item 11; Jodl
interrogetion, 8 September, A. m,;
1780-PS, Jodl éiary).
Dreft for New Directive Green, dested Berlin, 18 June 1938. This
does not supersede the 30 May directive.
"My immediate objective is = solution of the Czech problen
by my owa free decision. This is in the foreground of my
political intentlons. I heve decided to use =any favorshle
pa2liticzl oppnrztunity to resch this objective . . . Howover,
I will only teke Action egainst Czechoslovakia %f I =2m
firmly convinced that Frence, end with it England, will not
atteck . « T
General dircctinns a2re given for the deployment of troops
end for preoceutionsry measures in view of the possibility ths=t,
during the cxocution of Green. France or Englend should declarc
war on Germeny. Thils directive
"will be augmented by degrees 28 necessary for the verious
deployment operstions, in the rerlm of Special Affairs,
adninietrative Affairs, 2nd metters of wer econony. The
necessary directlives for the prosecution of the wer will
. be issued by me from time to time."
S51x pages of schedules follow this dreft. These zive a time
teble of specific measures for the preperation of the army, Navy
and Luftwaffe for the contemplated action.
(288-PS, cited above, Items 14 and 15;
Jodl interrogation, 8 September, a. m.
pp. 10-11).
X-Plan for mobilization without pudlic announcement, which wes
adopted on 1 July 1938.
(2353-PS, History of the German War
snd Armament Economy by General
George Thomas).
Conference notes "Timing of the X-Order and the Question of
Advence Mcasures," dated Berlin, 24 August 1938, and signed by
Defendent Jodl. Submitted to Hitler on 30 August. The timing
of X-day 2nd the wilsdom of sdvance messures prior to X-day are
discussed, particularly in view of the type of incident to be
contrived., Measures in advencc of X-day appesr inadvisable for

the further reason that the Iuftwaffe intends to surprise the

enomy air forces in their peacetime airports. Apprehension is
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expressed that the incident mey sppear to be menufactured and
& that "for technical reesins" the evening hours mey be decided
‘r. upon for the incident. The questiscn h=s been raised by the
Foreign Office "es to whether a2ll Germens should be called back

E in time from prospective enen y terrifories." Sections of

this document illustrate the extent of the deception to which
f the Nazi conspirators were prensred to use:

p\

I

"action GREEN will bte initisted through en 'incident' in
Czechoslovrkla which will give Germeny provocatlon for
“w militsry 2ction. The determinstion of the exact time for
4 this incident is »f the utmost importencs. It must cone
at a tine when weather conditions permit the employment
| of our superinr sir forces end in such 2 wey thet the
suthentic rows reeches us on the afternson of X minus 1.

"Thus i% c=an be spont=nemusly =nswered with the issuance
nf the X order 2t 1400 on X ninus 1. On X minus 2 the
Wehrmacht commends wlll merely receive sdvence werning.
If the Fuhrer intends o folinw thkis plen of action, all
further discussion is swdyorflurus.

_-- — —’l-

-
———

-

"For thon no advance neesures must be teken before X minus 1
which cannot be sccounted for 'hermiessly,' as the incident
will otherwise sppesr t7 have been weaufectured. absolutely
cesential advence measures must be orceored in good time and

cenofleged with the help of the nuiersus meneuvers and
exercises . .

4

o — iy

"

) L - P

"In any case we will act on the principle thet nothinz must
te conc hefsre the incident which might noint to mohilize-~

tion, =nd that the swiftest possible action must be teken
after the incidert.

>
—— i

"It is the purpnse of these notes to emphersize how strongly
the Wehrmecht is involved in the incident and how importent
it is that it be informed of tae Fuhrer's intentions in
g02d time -— insofar as G-2 will not be chargeld with the
organization of the incident anyway."

]

2

%

|

ﬁ (288-PS, cited sbove, Item 17; Jodl
& interrogation, 8 Sepntember, 2. m.,
py 12).

o k'
THE LUFTWAFFE PaRTICIPATED I
a THE PLalTF¥ING FOR CaSE GREZN
: DURIEG THE SFRING AND SUNLER.
During the spring and summer the Iuftweffe was 21sn engrged in
planning in connection with the forthcominz Case Green 2nd tho further

exprnsion of the Reich. A memorandum to ths Chief of the Juftwafie

General Staff on 2 Mey 1938 discusscd the srgenizetion =nd devefspment

of the Luftwaffe in the years 1938 to 1950. Section I of the study

T- s
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assumes, without glving the date on which this will cecur, that the Baltic
Statcs, Poland, Hungsry ~nd Czechoslovekia will become part of Germany.
Prepar=tions for =ttack ~arc to be made "for several fronts snd for several
poesible contingencles", =nd reference is msde to concenir=tion in the
Bavaris-austria sector "in the event of Case Green". The ILuftwaffe Group
Commands, the memorandum stated, rst be indigenous so thai

"thoy can push forward the prepereiions for war already in pescc—

tinme t» such a2n extent thrt the highest degree of prep~redness

for setinn is =chieved."

(L-432, Memorsndum to Chief of Inftweffe
Genersa2l Staff, signed by Kammhuber,
Chief of tiae Organizational Staff,

2 May 1938).

Tha Inftwaffe was =180 preoccupied with the possibility that the trend
of Gorran policy might dring shout war with Great Britein and Frenco., &
Luftwaffe steff memorendum of 22 April 1938 stetes thet is is obvious "frox
the politicel situation that, in future wars, war azminst Britein cannot be
avolded" and outlines the organizatinn of Germen =ir forces in the event of

conflict with 3ritein durinz the four yesr period ending 1 October 1942.

(C-106, Luftwaffe Staff Plan dated
22 april 1928, signed Meller).

On 2 June 4ir Group Command 3 issued instructions for deployment snd combat
in the eveat of Case Rad (wer in the west). This study enticipated that
France would either start hostilities jointly with Czechoslovakis or would
"interfere in the struzzle between the Reich and Czechoslovakia in the
course of Case Green." Whichever is the case "The German offensive forma-
tions will, in conjunction with the Army, firet deliver the decisive blow

against Czechoslovakia,"

for Deployment and Combst: Case Red,
2 June 1938).

By midsumrer direct plenning by the Luftwaffe was underway. In early
Aygust, 2t the direction of the Luftwaffe genersl staff, the German air
attache in Prague reconnoiterecd the Freudenthel area of Czechoslovekis for
suitsble lending grounds; rcconnaissance of other arcas of Czechoslovalkis

was dirccted, with a deadline of 10 September.

(1536-PS. Report from Iuftwaffe Genoral
Staff, Intelligence Division, on
reconnaissence for airfields in
Czechoslnvakls, with enclosure,

12 dugust 1938).
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By 25 august the imminence of the nttack on Czechoslovakia compelled the
issuance of a detailed memorsndum: "Oese Green with Wider Impliceatlions.”
An intelligence study based on the =2ssumption thet Great BEritain and Frence
will declsre war ‘n Germany durinz Case Green, this conteine sr estinste
of the strategzy =nd air strenzth »f the western powers s of 1 Octnber 1938,

the target dete for Green.

(375-PS. C=so Green with Wider Implice-
tions, Report of Iuttwaffe Genersl
Steff, Intellizence Division,
25 dusust 1938).

VI

ENOWLIDGE OF PEZDING ACTION «4GsINST
CZECHOSLOVAKIs T7aS WIDELY HIELD.

Knowledge of pending action egeinst Czechnslovekia wes nnt confined to
& close circle of high officials at the Relch., 4 speech by Goering tn the
aircraft menufacturers of Germeny on 8 July 1638 ursed the acceleration of
aircraft production and pointed out the need for preperetions in the event
of mobilizatisn, i. ¢., the drawing up of lists of personnel t7 be deferred
from military service and the esteblishment of facilities for women workers.
In essessing Germany's positinn vis A vis the Western Powers, (dcring nade
a casual reference t7 the dey when "we have pocketed Czechoslovelzia, !

(R-140, snc-ch by Gorering to German
sircraft menufacturers, 8 July 1938).

By 18 July the Iteslian arbassador, attolico, mentioned to von
Weizsacker that Germeny hed made it "unmistebly clear" to the Italisns
vhat their intentions were rogearding Czechoslovekis. Attolico added that
he knew of the appninted time and thet he might tale two months' holiday

now, which he wold n2t be =2hle to do l=ter on.

(2800-FS. Germen Forelgn Office
Memorancum, 18 July 1938).

VII

DISCUSSIONS aRT INITIATID ¥
RIICT

7ITh HUNGaRY WI“H
REFIRTNCL TO JOINT BP.b 1p=T1C

ON IL CaSE GREEN.

Hungery, which borders Czechoslovekins to the southeest, was from the
first considered to bte a possible participant in Cesc Green. Fron 21 to
26 July Admiral Horthy and some of his ministers visited Germany, =2nd there

was e discussion of the cxtent of Hungarien claims after Czechoslovakia had

- 10 -
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been dismembercd, (31€Y-FS, Jodl disry).  admiral Horthy hes reported
that on the ac¢casisn of the lsunching of 2 hattle cruiser in mid-summer
1938 Hitler t0ld hinm that he was going to attack Uszechoslovakle 2nd 2sked
hin to have Hungary =2itack Czechoslovakia sirultsneously with the German
Pgzression.

(Borthy interrogation, 16 October).

In conversatlons betweon Eltler, defend~n# Ribrentrop and von
Weizsacker and e Hung=arlan delcgation consisting of Imredl and Kenta on
board the S. S. Patriz, 23 1o 25 suzust, addisionz2]l pressure wes placed
on Hung2ry. Ridbbentrop inqulired sbout the Hungerlen mttitude in the
event of e Germen attack on Czechoslovekia =nd suggested that such an
atteclk woull prove t0 be a z0oA opzortunity for Hungery. When the Hungarians
proved reluctant to commit themselves, Hitler emphasized Ribheniwop's
statonent =nd suzcested thet in prior eonversations Horthy hed been more
positive about participatiom.

(2796-PS. Convereations between Hitler,
Rithentrop and lmredi, 23 auzast 1938).

By the third desy of the conference the Germens wers 2hle to note thet in
the event of a German-Czeca conflict Hunzary would e sufficiently =rmed
for particination on 1 October (2727-PS. Conversetinn Ribbentrop-Xenta,
25 August 1939). These conferences were followed by 2 conference between
Generel Ealder, the Chief of tho Cermen Genersl Staff, and Gener=al Fischer,
the Chief of the Hunsarian General Staff, cn 6 Scotember.
(1780--PS. Jodl diary).
VIII

I SEPTZIBXR PREPARATIONS IFOR THE alTsCK
ECTEERED THSTIR FINaAL PHASE,

With a 1 Octover target date set for C-sc Grecn, thore wes a noticenmble
increase in Septexber in the tempo of the militery preperstions which had
been initiated by the discussions 5f the precedins months., actual prepere-
tione for the mttack on Czechoslovekls were well under way. The sgendn of
the Nazi conepirstors were devoted t9 technicel dotails: the timing of

X-day, questicns of mobillzation, transport end supply.



(Woolscy)
On 3 September deferdant Keltel 2nd General von Brauchitsch met wlih
Hitler at the Berghof, The Fuhrer dlscussed the Czech defenses which the
five Gorman Armics would encounter. There was an exchange of opinlon on
the timing of troop movementis inio the deployment area, and von Brauchltsch
noted that the trnomg to be moved in on 23 September would be ready for
immediate Aaction. Hitler stressed the necessity of camnmuflage exerclscs,
It was noted thet the OKH must know the exect time of X by 12C0 noon,
27 September.
(388-DS, cited above, ltom 18).
ive days later defendent Jodl conferred wilth 2ir force Gencrals
Jeschonnck =nd Kammhrber about the coordination of ermy and Luftwaffs
operstions et the start of the attack. On the saue day General von Stulpnesci
esked defendent Jodl for written assurence that the OKH will be informed
five deys in advance ahout the perding action., Jodl consented to this,
with the ceveat that the overall weather report could be mede only two
days in advance.
(1780-PS, Jodl diary, 8 Septemter entry).

Late on the evening of 9 September Hitler met with General von Brauchi’ccl.
Generel Helder =nd defeondent Keitel et Nurmberg. General Halder reviewed the
missions assigned to the five German armies being committed t2 the atteclk:
the 2nd, 8th, 10th, 12th and 14th, Hitler delivered a soliloquey on
strateglc considerations which would be cncountered as the attack developed.
Von Breuchitsch noted that in the west vehicles will begin leaving on
20 September "if X-day remsins as plenned"; snd that 235,000 R4D men were
to be drafted. The meeting did not bresk up until 0330 in the morning.

(388-PS, cited above, Item 19),

From this dsto forwerd the Nazl consplirators were occupied with the
intricate planninz which is required before an attack. On 11 September
defendant Jndl conferred with the Secretery of the Propaganda Ministry ebout
methods of refutin; German violatlons of international law and explolting

those of the Czechs.

(1780-PS. Jodl diary, 1l September
entry).

=
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This discussion developed into a study compilled by Section L of the OKW
end distributed to the OKH, OXM, OKL and the Forelgn Office. In this
study anticipated violations of internationel law in the invasion of
Czechoslovakia are listed and counter-propeganda suggested for the use
of the propagands minister,
(02, Examples of Violations of Inter-
national Law and Proposed Counter
Propaganda, 1 October 1938).
From Nurnberg Hiilar ordered:
"The whole RAD oxganization comes under the command of the
Wenhrmacht effective 15 Septerber. The Chief of OKW decldes
on . . . the respective assignments to the various

Wehrmacht commands.!

(288-PS, cited above, Item 20, dated

10 September 1938).

Defendent EKeitel specified the employment of specific RAD units and Jodl
selected units for military training.

(338-PS, cited above, Items 21 and 24,
deted 14 and 16 September 1938).

Defendant Jodl =gein discussed detalled prepesrations with the OKH and the
Luftwaffe. 4 change in reilroad plenning was noted and it wes decided %o
continue the fortification work in the West as long ns posslble.
(1780-PS, Jodl diary, 15 September entry).
Keitel ordered the railroads to be ready by 28 September but to
continue work on the western fortifications even after 20 Septomber in the
interest of camouflagze.

(388-PS, cited above, Item 22,
16 September 1938).

Ths Bresleu and Dresden radio stations were put at the disposal of the
Propagenda Minietry for the purpose of jamming Czech propagands trensmissioms.
(lzgg:§§.lJodl diary, 26 September entry).

The penultimate stage of the agsression began on 18 Septerber. From

that day until the 28th 2 serles nf orders were 1ssued, The commitment

schedule for the five participating armies was set forth. (Item 26).

Hitler azpproved the secret mobilizatlon of five divisions in the west to

protect the German resr durinz Casc Green (Item 31), Time of day for the

ettack was still under discussion between the srmy and the =2ir forces.
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The army favored dewn, with some limited opermtions to0 be carried out the
previous night; the Imfiwaffe preferred to delay the start until between
0800 »nd 1100 due to a prevelent 17w celling e~rlier in the morning.
(Item 54), Kcitel sont = memorendun to Heoss and to the Reichsfuarer SS,

Himmler:

"as a result of the politicsl siturtion the Fuhrer =nd Chencellor
has ordered mobilizatlon messures far the Wehrmacht, which are 12
be scted on without issurnce of the Mobilizetiin X order or
corresponding code words , . ."
It was requested thet perty headquearters to zlerted so thet the nobilization
will not be hindered =nd that 2vailable military cquipment would be turned
over by the party to the army. (Iten 32).

(388-PS, cited =bove, Items 26, 27, 28,
31, 32, 34, 36, 54).

At 13C0 on 27 September Hitler ordered the movement of the assault
units from their maneuver 2ress into the points of deperturc. The army
was ordered to be reedy to tegin the actisn =2geinst Czechoslovakia o
30 September., The final declsion would be nade by 1200 noon the pravious
day.

(288-PS, cited above, Iten 33).
X
MILITARY PREPARATIONS AGAIVST CZECHOSLOVAZIA EAD
B3EUN PRECFDED PY & SKILLFULLY CONCEIVED CalMPAIGH
DISIGHID TO PROMOTE CIVIL DISOBEZDIEICE TO THE
CZECHOSLOVAE STaATH,

The military proparations for action sgainst Czechoslovakis were not
carried out in vacuc, Using the technigques which they had =alreedy skill-
fully developed, the ¥ezi conspirstors hed over = period of yesrs carried
ont a cempelon of nropamnie sad inih ol penetvattom dofigned 1O prouanta
unrest and civil discbedience to the Czechoslovak stete. The attention of
the Nezis wes focusscd on the persons of German descent living in the
Sudetenlend, » mountainous sres boundinz Bohenia =nd loravia on the north,
west and south.

This cempalgn dated from the earliest deys of the FSDAP. In the years
following the Firet Wnrld War » Germen Natinnel Socialist Workers Party

(DNSAP), which mainteined close contact with Eitler's NSDAP, was ective in

the Sudetenland. 1In 1932, ring-leaders of the Sudeten Volksport, an
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organization correspondinz to the Fezd S. A., openly endorsed the 21 poini:
of Hitler's progrem, the first of which demandad the union of all Germens
in a Greater Germany. Sson thervefier they were charged with planning
armed rebelllon on behalf of 2 forelgn power #nd were sentenced £or
conspiracy ogainst the Csech Republic. Lete in 1933 the Eational Socialisy
Perty of Czechoslovakia foresialled its dissolution by voluntary liquidatiog
and several of lis chiefs escaped scronss the frontier., TFor e yoAr there-
after Nazi activity in Czechoslovakia continued underground.

(¥5-998. German Crinmes Against Czechn-
si1ov~kin: Czechoslovak Orflcial Report
for 1he Prosecutlon and Trial of the
Germen Major Wer Criminals. London,
September 1945. pn. 9-10)

On 1 October 1934, with the eporoval 2nd at the urging of tho Nazi
conspirstors, Konrad Henlein established the "Germen Home Front" (Deutsche
Heimetfront), which the following spring heceme the Sudeten German Perty
(Sudeten-deutsche Partei —— SDP). Profitineg from the experience of the
Czech Wational Soclalist Party, Henlein denied any connectlon with the
Gernan Nozis., He rejocted pen—Germanism, and professed his respect for
individunl libertics and his loyalty to "honest democracy" and to the Czecn
state. His parsy, nonetheless, was built on the basis o1 the Nezi
Fuhrerprinzip =nd he becnme its Fuhrer. By 1937, when the power »f Hitler's
Germeny h=Q become monifest, Henlein =nd his followers were siriking ~ zoro
aggressive note, deranding, without definition, "complete Sudeten autonony.™
The SDP lsid proposnls before the Czech Perliament which would, in
substance, have crested = state wilthin a state.

(PS-998, cited above, pp. 10-11).

after the anncxetion of Austria in Merch 1938 the Henleinists, who
were now openly orzenized after the Nazl model, intensified their sctivity.
Undissuised pnti-Srmitic propegzends sterted in the Henlein press; the
campaign ngainst "Bolshevisn" was intensified; terrorism in the Henleoin-
Cominatod commmnities incremsed. & storm troop organizetion pattorned
sn? treined on the principles of the Nazi SS was asstablished, knowvn =8
tbe FS (Fraiwilliger Selbstschutz, or Voluntary Vigilantes).

(2826-PS. "The SS on March 15, 1939"

by K. H. Frank, Bohmen and Manren,
Prague, May 1941, p. 179).
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On 24 April 1938, in A speech to the Party Congress in Kerlovy Vary, Henlalu
ceme into the open with his "Karlsbad Prozrem." In this speech, which
echoed Hitler in tone =nd substance, Henlein asserted the right of the
Sudeten Germens to profess "Germsn politicel philosophy," which, it wes
clear, me=nt Nstion=al Socialism.
(Ps-£98, cited above, pp 11-12).

In May, Henlein visited Hitler in Berlin and dlscussed their comunn
program for agsravating the Sudeten situstlon. 4s the sumner wore "n, the
Henleinists used every technique of the Nezi Fifth Colwan. These included;

(a) BEspionaze. Military espionsgc was conducted by the SDP, the FS

and by other nmembers of the German minority on behalf of Gerneny.
Czech defenses were mapped, and informetion on Czech troop
movenents was furnished to the German authorities.

(P5-998, cited above, pp. 12, 14).

(b) Wezification of German Orzenizstions in Czechoslovakia. The
Henleinists systemetically penetrated the whole life of the
Germen populstion of Czechnslovakia. 4associations 2nd social
and culturel centers graduslly underwent "Gleichscheltung",

i. e., "purification", by the SDP. Amdng the organizatinns
conguered by the Henleinists were sport societies, rowing clubs,
essociations of ex-service men, choral societies, 2nd =mssoclati-ns
for diet reform. The Henleinists were particularly intcrecstod in
nenetrating as many business institutions =8 possible and to
bring over t2 their side the directnrs of benks, the owners or
dirzctors of factories, and the mesnegers of commercial firus,
In the casc of Jewish ownership »r direction they stterpted 1o
secure the cooperztion of the clerical and technical siaffs of
the institution.

(PS-998, cited above, pp. 15-16).

(¢) German Directinn smnd Lendership. The Herpleinists meinteined

permanent contact with the Nazi officials dedégnﬁted tn direct

operations within Czechoslovakia, Meetings in Ger??ny A%t which



(a)

(e)

(Woolsey)
Henleinists were exiinrted »nd instructed in Fifth Column activity
were camcuflaged by being held in conjunction with saenger feste
(choral festivnls), symnestic shows and =sscmtlies, and commercial
gatherings such #8 the Lelpzig Feir. Vhencver the Nezi con-
opirstors neceded incidents foar their wer of nerves, it w=s the
duty of the Henleinists t5 suoply thenm.

(PS-298, cited sbove, p. 16).
Propsganda. Disruptive and subversive propagenda wes besmed =%
Czechoslovakia in Germen brosdcasts snd was echoed in the German
press. Goobbels celled Czechnslovekia a "nest of Bolshevisn!
and spread the false report of "Russien troops and s2irplanes”
centered in Prasue. Under direction from the Reich the Henleinists
meinteined whispering propeszenda in the Sudetenland, which
contributed to the mounting tension and to tkhe creation of
incidents. Illegal Neazi litcrrture wms smugzled from Germany
and widely dietrinmuted in the border rezions. The Henlein prees
more Or less openly espoused Nezil 1deology to the Germen
popul=tinn,
(Ps-998, cited above, p. 13).

Marder and Terrnrism. The Nazl conspirators provided the
Henleinists, and »articulerly the FS, with money =nd erms with
which to provoke incidents Pnd %5 mainteain e state of permanent
unrest, Gend-rnmos, custnms officers and other Czech officlals
werc attocked, A boycott wes established ageinst Jewish lewyers,
doctors snd treacdesmen. The Henleinista terrorized the non-
Henlein population, snd the Fezi Gestapo crossed into dorder
districts tn e=rry Czochoslovak citizens acrnss the harder o
Gerzany. In several ceses palities=l foes 2f the N2zis were
murdered on Czech snil. Tezi agzente rmurdercd Professor Theodor
Lessing in 1933 2nd Inz. Formis in 1935, RBath men were anti-
Uazis who had escened from Germrony aftor Hitlor came t9 power and

hed sought refuze in Czechoslavekis,

(PS-098, cited above, pu. 14-15).

= A
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s Some time »fterwsrds, when there was no longer nced for
g pretensce end deceptisn, Konrsd Henlein made a clear and frenk
.3
statement of the misslon =ssigned to hia by the Nezi consplrators.
s In & lecture on the "fight for the llberatinon of the Sudetens"
X delivered in “icnna on 4 March 1941, Eenlein said:
"
"Vational Socizlism sonn syent over us Sudeten Germens.
5 Our etruzzle was of o dlfferent charascter from ihat in
“ Germeny. althoush we hed to behave difte -ently in public,
. we were, of vourse, secroily in touch with the Naijonzl
Socielist revolutlon in Germeny so that we mighi de a
v pert of it, The strugzle ior Greater Germany wes waged on
. Sude¢ten soil, too. Thle strugzle could be waged only by
: those inspired by the spirit of Natinonal Socliellsn, persoins
e who were true followers nf our Fuehrer, whatever .helr
. outwerd appcarance, Fate soughy me out to be the leader of
the nationai group in its firal struggle. When . . . in
4 autumn, 1933, the leaders of the NSLAP asked me to teke over

the prliticel leadsrship of the Sudeten Germens, I had A
difficult problem to solve. Should the National Sncislist

w Pacty continue to be carried on illegzelly or should the
movenent, in the interest of the self-preservation of the
Sudetea Germans and in order o prepare their return to the

e - Relch, wage lts strugsie under cemouflage and by methads

X which sppeared qalve lezal tn the outside world? For us
Sudeten Germans only the seconi elternative scemed possitle,

i for the prescrveilon of nur netional group wes a% steke.

It would certainly have been easier tn exchange ti'ls hard

and neatally exheus.ing struggle for the herolc gesture of

confessing allegiance to Nayvionel Socielism and enverioz

. & Czechoslovek prison. But it seemsd more than diubtful
whether by this means we could have fulfilled the political
task of destroying Czechoslovakila as a bastion in the

g alilence asainst the Germen Relch. "
( PS. Lecture by Konrasd Henle!:,
& Vienna, 4 March 1941. Quoted in "Four

Fighting Years'", Czechoslovak Ministryr
of Foreign affairs, 1943, p. 29).

X
h THT MaZI CONSPIRATORS USZD HENLEIN AND HIS
FOLLOWERS TO PaVE THE WAY FCx THE PEFDING

ATTaCK.
4s the militsry preparations to sttack Czechoslovekias moved forward in
2 the late summer and eerly fall, the Nazi command made good use of Henlein snd
his follcwers. The lemder of the Henlein Cerrens in Jihlawa, deep in
Czechoslovekla, received his first instructions to orgenize srmed resistance
in the winter of 1938 =nd received mdditional orders throush the sumamer up

until mid-Septcmber.

" (851-PS. Telezram Hemsmann to Hitler,
15 October 1938).
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About the first of August the Air Attache =t the Germen Legation in
Prrzue visited the Sudeten Germen leader in Freudenthal, »nd with his
assistance end in the company of the locel leesder of the F. S. (the Henlein
equivalent of the SS) he »econnoitered the surrounding countryside to
select possidble airfleld sites for German use. The F. S. lerder, A Czech
reservist then on lerve, was in the uniform of the Czech Aarmy - a fact
which, the att~che noted, served as excellent cemouflage. Reference is
nade in the Air attache's report and in the eccommonying menorandum to
the prescnce of relisdle agzents end informers (V-Leute), drewan from the
ranks of the Henlein Party, in this srea. These azenls spparently reported
to the Abwehrstelle (Intellizence Office) in Bresleu.

(1536-PS. Iluftweffe Genersl Staff file
on preperatinns o establish alrflelds

in Czech territory, 4 »nd 12 August 1938),

In September, when the proparenda campaizn was reaching its height, the
liazis were not satisfied with playing merely on the Sudeten dcmands for
sutonomy. On 19 September the Forelsn O0ffice in Berlin telegrephed the
German Eubassy in Prasue to get in touch with Fundt, one of Zenlein's
deputics, and to tell him to have the Sloveks stert their demsnds for

autonomy the next day.

(British 4/DP/34. Telegram German
Foreign Office to Prague, 19 Scpten-
ber 1938).

Ag the harassed Czech government souszht $o stem the disorder in the
Sudetenland, the Germsn zovernment turned to throatening diplometic tactics
in a deliberate effort to incresse the tensinn betwecn the twyr countries.

On 16 September the Foreiszn 0ffice wired the Germen Embassy in Prasue thot
150 Czech subjects had bheen ~arrested that nizht =28 an "answer' to the arrest
of Sudeten Germans in the perind since Hitler's inflammatory spcech at

Tarnberg »n 12 Septermber.

(British A[DP/32. Telegran Gormen
Forelan Office to Prague, 16 Septen-
ber 1938).

On 17 September the Forelgn Office wired that the Nazi conspirators had
decided that =8 many Czech subjects, Czech-speaking Jews included, will be

arrested in Germeny as Sudeton Germens have been detained in Czechoslovekia

since the Yesinning of the week. TFurthermore, if the death sentence on
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Sudeten Germens 1s carried out, an equal number of Czechs will be shat ia

Germany .
(British A/D0/2). Teegrem Geiman Fozels
Office tn ¥Frague, 17 Septemoer 1038),

On 24 September Berlin teleyraphed that the Czech staff in Mazshegg had
been arrested as repwisal for the Uzech Svdelen ~rresis.
(Briulteh 4/DP/29. Telegram Gewmen

¥orergn Ufrice to Pregue,
24 Sepiember 1938).

On the same day the Forelga Offil.e notified the Germen Minister in Pragzue
thet the hending over of Czcch hostages to prevent carryling out of the

Sudeten sentences is out of the question.

(British A/DR/33. Telegram Gormen Foreiss
Uffice to rrague, 2% Scptember 1933).

In the latter half of September Henleln devoted hizself and his
follaowers wholeheartedly to preparation for the coming Germen attack. On
14 Seplember, after Hltler'!s provocetive Nurnterg speech in which he
accused "this Benes" of "torturing" and plenning the "exterminatlon! of the
Sudeten Germans, Healein and Kerl Hermenn Frenk, one of his principal
deputles, fled to Germany tn aveid érrest by the Czech governmeut., In
Germany Henleln brnadcast over the powerful Reichesender his delermiratinon
to lead the Sudeien Germans "home to the Reich" and denounced "the Hussite
Bolshevik criminals of Prague." (298-PS, cited sbove, p. 12). Fron his
heedquerters at Bayreuth, he kept in close touch with the leading Nezi
conspiretors, including Hitler end Himmler. He directed activities aldong
the border and began the organization of the Sudeten Germen Free Corps,
an auwxiliary military organization.

Henlein's activities were carried on with the advice mnd assistance
of the Nazi leomders. Lt, Col. Konechling was assigned to Henleln in en
advisory cepacity to assist with the Sudeten Germen Free Corps. In a
conference with Hitler on the night of 17 September Kuechling recelved
far-reaching military powers. 4t this conference the purpose of the Free

Corps weas frankly siated: the "meintenance of disorder and clashes"

(388-PS, cited above, Item 25),

- 20 =
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Supplied by the OKH end armed with 4ustribn rifles 2nd grenades, the
Frce Corps wes depicyed 2t nolnts along the Czeéh border. Gottlob Berger,
an SS colonel who was statiocned at Henlein's headquerters =s lisison with
Himmler, reports theot 2hout 18,000 rifles were issued t» the Free Corps
and that it had a peper strengih of 40,000. (1780-PS, Jodl disry,

19 September; Berger interrogatlon, 31 Cctoter). 4Arms were smugzled to
Henlein units in“Czechoslovek territory. (X. H. Frenk interrogation,
30 May.)

Durinz the last two weeks of September the Free Corps engezed in
active skirmishing a2lons the Czech border, furnishing incidents =nd
provocation in the desired menner. Jodl feared that the operations of
the Frec Corps might draw Czech unlts to the border and interfere with
the Germen atteck. (1780-DS, Jo4l diary, 20 Scotember). A repord from
Henlein's staff, which wes flled in Hitler's headquarters, soid:

"Since 19 Scptemboer — in more then 300 missions — the Free Corps

h=s executed its tesk wlth an amezing splrit of =2tteck . . . The

result of the first phase of iis sctivities: more than 1500

prisoners, 25 MG's, end = inrze amount of other weapons and

equinment, aside from serious losses in dead 2nd wounded suffered
by the enemy."

(388-PS, cited sbove, Item 30).

The SS and SD were mls> 2ctive alons the Czech border. Berger was
Elmmler's lisison men with Henlein at Bayreuth and was charzed, smong
other duties, with selectinz sultedle 55 men from amnrngz the Sudeten
Germans, Two battalinna of the Totenkopf SS were stationed nesr 4sch,
one of the centers most plagued by "incidents", two others were stationed
nerr Dresden, ond 2 fifth and sixth neer Brieg, in uvper Silesia. There
was an SD office at Hof, which forwarded to Borlin all intellizence

received from the border districts =2nd wes in constant touch with RSHA

headquarters, Many of the SS reports were directed to amt III, of the RSHA,

which was then headed by Jost.

(Berger interrogation, 31 October;
Faujocks interrngetinn, 1 Novenber;
388-PS, cited sbove, Item 36).

ag the time for X-day spproeched, the dispnsitiosn of the Free Corps

becane = mrttor of dispute. On 26 September Hirmleor iesued »n nrder to the

Chief of Staff of the Sudeten Gerrmen Free Corps directiing that the Free
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Corps come under control of the Reichsfuhrer SS in the event of Gerren
invasion of Czechoslovakla., (B£3-PS, cited above, Item 37). On
28 September defendent Keltel dizecied thet as sonn as the Germeny arty
crosses the Czech horder th e Free Corps Henleln wlll teke oracrs 290
OKH. Until that t2me they wllil contizve to recelve immediate directinns
from Hitler. Prior tn the German attack wniis of the Free Corps operating
in Czech territory

Uwill heve 10 report to the local border patrol HQ leader shorily

before crossing the bosder. Those uelie remaining forward of tae

bordss should - in thoir own lnleres¢s — maintain close commualice-
tion with the Gronzwacat (border patiol).”
(338-PS, cited above, Iten 34).
On 30 September, when it became cleer that the Munich settlement would
result in a pezceful occupation of the Sudetenland, defendant, Heltel
ordered that the Free Corps Henleln in its present composition be pleced
under commend of Reichefuhrer-SS and Chief of Germen Police Himmler
(388~-PS, cited above, Item 38).
X1
THE SUDCTENLAKD IS CEDED TO GERMANY
UNDR The TERMS OF THE MUNICH ‘
AGHPRMENT,
Under the threat of war by the Nazl conspirators and with war, 1n
fact, about to be leunched, the United Kingdom and France concluded 2
pact with Germeny and Itely a2t Munich on 29 September 1938. Thils trcaty
provided for the cesslon of the Sudetenland by Czechoslovakia 10 Gerrany.
Czechoslovekia wes required to scquiesce.
(r.C. 23, Agreement between Germeny,
the United Kingdom, France and Italy,
29 September 1938).

On 1 October 1938 German troops begen the occup=tion of the Sudetenland.

During the conclusion of the Munich pact the Wehrmacht hed teen fully
deployed for the attack, awaltingz only the word of Hitler to begin the
assault, With the cesslon o° the Sudetenland new orders were issued. On
30 September defendant Keitel prorralgated Directive #1 on "Occupation of
territory separ=ted from Czechoslovakie." This directive contained a time

table for the occupation of sectors of former Czech territory between

‘
1l 2nd 10 Qctober =nd saild:

= =
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"the present desree of mobilized preparcdress is $¢ be maintained

completely; #ls» in the West. Order for the rescindine of measures

teken 1s beling reserved. The entcy 1s 10 Le pienned in such 2 wey
that it can emslly be converted into Casc Green."
It contained the further provision that "all combat sction on the part of
the Free Corps must cease 28 of 1 October."
(388--PS, cited above, Item 39).

Additional directives specifylng the occupatisnal aree »f the army,
the units under its command, arrsnzing for communicetions facilities,
exchange fecilities, supply Pnd »ropaganda, and givinz instructions $0
the civil devartments »f the government were jssued aver Defendant Eeltel's
signature nn 30 September (3858-PS, cited 2bove, Items 40, 41 end 42). By
10 October wvon Breuchlisch was »bvle to report to Hitlor thatGerman troops
hzd reached the demerrcatisn line and thet the order f£ar the occup~aiion of
the Sudetenlsnd hed bveen fulfilled. The OEW requested Hitler's vpermissinsn
t> rescind Case Green, to wlthdraw troops froa the occupled ares and to
relieve the OIH of executlive powers in the Sudeten German area 2s of
15 October,

(288-PS, cited sbove, Items 46, 47, 49).

On 18 October, in a formel letter to the Supreme Commander of the Army,
Col. Gen. von Brauchitsch, Hitler snnounced that the civil authorlties
would teke over responsibility for the Sudeben Germen territory on
21l Octnber 2nd that the OKH would be relieved of executlve pnwers 28 of
that date. (388-PS, cited above, Item 51). On the same dete additional
demobtilizetion of the forces in the Sudetenlend wess osrdered by Hitler and
defendent Keitel (388-PS, cited above, Item 62), and three days later the
OKW requested Hitler's eonsent to tha reversion of the RaD from the contral
nf the armed forces.

(383-PS, cited above, Itom 53),

Ag the Germen forces entored the Sudetenlsnd Henlein's Sudectendeutsche
Partei wes merzed with the USDAP of Hitler., The two men who h=d fled to
Hitler's protection in mid-September, Henlein and Karl Hermsnn Frank, were
sppointed Geulelter and Deputy G=ulciter, resneclively, of the Sudetengau.

In the parts of the Czechoslovak Republic thet were silll free the
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Sudetendeutsche Partel comsiitated 1tself »s the ¥ational-Sozlallsilsche
Deutsche arbvelter-Partel in der Tschechnsinvalkei (NSDAP in Czechoslovalkia)
under the dircchion of Xunds, anather nf Henlein's deputies. The steze wae

prepared for the nexi mave of the Neazi consplirators.

0o

(9¢8-08, eited above, p. 1ZB; K. H. Frerk

interragation, 30 May).
T

ATLVOEY THMEDIATELY THT NAZI CONSPIRATORS

IaY PLANS FOI 118 CONQUEST OF THEE REMALNDER

CF CZBCHOS:HIVAXIA,

With the occupation of the Sudeienland =nd the inclusion of the Germen

speaking Czechs within the Greater Relch it might have been exvected that
the Nezl conspirators would be satisfied. On 26 Scptember, at the

Sportpalast in Berlin, Hitler sssured the world:

"It is the lest territorial claim which I heve to meke in
Eucope . . . from the momeut wien Czechoslovakia solves its
problems, thetv is to say, when the Czechs have come t0 an
arrangement with thelr >ther minorities, pcacefuliy. without
opprecsiun, I shzll no longer be interested in the Czech State.
and this I gurrenioe. We don't wen% any Czechs at all.!

(T-28 or_2358-FS, Speech by Hitler,
26 Scpiember 193 ).

Yot within e month Hitler and derendent Keltel were proparing estimetes
of the military forces requlred to break Czochoslovek resistance in Bohemia
and Moravle, Sometime in the first two weeks of October Hitler proprunded
to the OKW four guestisne:

"What reinforcoments are necessary in the present situation to
break any Czech rcsistence in Eohemie eand Morsvia?

"How mach time is vequired f£ar the reazrouping or moving up of
additional torcest?

"How rmch time will be required for the same purpose if it is
to be executed 2fter the intended demobvilization and return measures?

"Eow mach tize wuld be required t7 achleve the state of readincss
2f October lst?"

To those queries defendant Xeltel brought back the considered andrers
of the O¥H end the Luftwaffe.
(338-D53, cited above, Item 48).
On 21 October, the day on which the administration of the Sudetenlend
was hended over to thecivilian suthorities, a formel directive outlining

the future tesks of the armed forces was sizned by Hitler end initialled by
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defendant Keitel. Thils direcilve steted unegquivcocally that the Wehrmacht
rust be prepared at ell times for the defense of the frontiers, for "the
liquidation of the remainder of Czechoslovekls," and for the occup=tion
of the Hemellend, On Czechoslovekis the directive read 25 follows:

"It mxst be possidle 1o smash »% »ny time the remeinder of
Czechoslovekia if her pclicy should become hostile towards Germany.

"The preperniions to be mrnde by the 4rmed Forces for this continzency
will be considerably smaller in extent then those for !Greenl; they
must, however, owingz to the fmet thet plaaned mobilizetion muet be
given up, guerantee 2 continuous snd considerably higher state of
proparedncss.

"The orgeniz=tion, order of baitle ~nd atate of readiness of the
units esrmatked for vhai puipolse are in pesce-time 1o be so
erranged for an asssult thet Uzechoslovakis herself wlll be
deprived of 21l posslbility or organlzed resislance. The object
is the swifi occunstiion of Bohenis 2nd Moravia, =2nd the cutiing
off of Slovakile. The prcparaiions should be such, that ai the
gsame time !Grenzsichorung West! (codewnrrd for measures of frontier
defence in the Wesi) cen be cerried out . . M

(C=135. Order on Preperetions for War,
2L Octoberl038, slgned by Hitler and
initisllod by Keitel).

Two months later, on 17 Decembter, defendent Kelitel issued an appendix
to the original directive steoting that on the order of the Fuhrer prepara—
tions for the llgnidestion of Czechrslovakis sre to continue, Procceding
on the ~ssumtion that no resistence worth nentioninz is t» be expected,
this order emphesized that the stteck is £2 be well camoufleged s0 thet
it will not eppesr to be 2 werlike action. It rend es follows:

"Ts the outside world too it must sppesr ohvious thert 1t 1s
mercly en fction of pecification 2nd not 2 warlike underteking.
The action muet therefsre be carried out by the peace time
armed Forces only, without reinforcements from mobllisation.
The necessery readincss for saction, snd especlally securlty of
the bringing up of the most necessary supplies, =re %0 be
attained by adjustment within tho units.

"Sinmilarly the unite of the 4Army detailed for the merch in
will, a8 A gercrel rule, lesrve their stations only during the
night, before the crossinzg of the froutier, ~nd will not
nreviously concentrate 2n the frontier as the plen lays down.
The treonsport necesssry fnr pravious orgeais=itions will be
limited to the barc minimum and will be cemoufleged =s much
as possible . . "

(C~128, Supnlement t0 21 October Order,
17 December 1938, sismed by Koitel).

- 25 ~
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Ag the Wehrmacht moved forward with plans for what 1t clearly conslde

would be an easy victory, the Forclgn Office nlayed 1ts part.

In p dis-
cussion of memns of improving German—-Czech relations with the Czechoslovel:

Foreizn Minister, Chvalkoraky, in Berlin on 21 January 1939, Rlbbentrop

urged upon the Czoch government a "qulck reduction" in the size of the
Czech army.

(2795-PS, Notes on Ribbentrop -

Chva.kovsky conversasvion,
21 Jenuary 1939, handwritten
postscript by Ribbentrop).

- 20—



Tloolsey

R S

. g -

RS ENEE ¥ S

TRE NAZI DONSPIRATONS SUPFORT

COLUMN T0 £3S5IST I TR FINAT
DATION OF CEZECTHBLOVAAIA,

4s 1n the case of Austria and the Sudetenland, the Hazi csnspirators
did nct intend to rely on the Wehrmacht aleone to sceomnlish what they
called the "lisuidation® o Czechoslovakia, With the Gurman minority
serargted from the Czechcslevakia, the cry could ne lyzgar be "ome o
the Reich." o0One sizeacle minority, the Slovaks, remeined »ithin the
Czecheoslovak Jtate, It was in Slovakia that the ¥azi conspiratsres found
fertile ground for theiy tactics.

Maxzi rropaganda and "rssearch" groups had lonz beer interested in
maintaining close comnectiasns with the Slovak auvtonomist opwosition.
"hen Fela Tuka, who later becare Frime Minister of "independent™ Slovakia,
was tried for espionage and treaswn in 182¢, the evidence estavlished
that he rad already established connecticns with the Nazi conspiratcrs.,
Prior to 1938 Kazi aldes werc in close contact with Slevak traitors living
in exrile and were attempting to establish more prefitabls contacts in
the semi-fascist Slovak Catholie Peuples Farty of the late Vonsignor
Andrew Flinka. (288-PS, cited ahove, 13-14)s In Februsry 1¢38 the
leaders of the Eenlein movement conferred with Father Elinka Limself
and agreed to furnish one another with mutual assistance in pressing
their respective claims to autonomy. In July 1938, at a meeting between
Henlein léaders and Tise and Sider, two of Father Ilinka's daputies,
further coorcration was agreed upon. (K, ¥, Foank irterrogation, hay 30).
This understanding rroved ussful in tho September agitation whon, at the

proper moment, the Foreipgn Office in Berlin wired Fenlein lz2adeyr Kundt

(=3

n Frazue to tell the Slovaks to stert their demands for autorumy,

RBritish A/DP/G4, T=lawram Borman
*or?ign ﬁffic& to Prague, 19 Sep-
tember 1938,

37 this time the Hazis were in dircet contact with firsures in the
Slovak aubonomist movoment and had paid ngents amans the hirher staff of

Father Hlinkat's party. These 2ponts vndertook t2 render impossible any
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understanding between the Slovak autonomists and the Slovak parties in
the govermment at Prague, (998-PS, cited above, p. 14). Franz Karmasin,
later to become Volksgruppenfuehrer, had been apoointed Nazi leader in
Slovekia and professed tc be serving the cause of Slovak autonomy while
on the Nazi pay roll. On 22 November the Nazis indiscreetly wired

Karmasin to coilect his money at the German Legation in person,

British A/TP/18. Telegram German
Legaiion. Prague, to Bratislava,
22 November 1938),

Later in the winter, defendant Coering conferred with Durcansky and
lach, two leaders in the Hlinka Catholic People's Farty, who were accom-
panied by Karmasin, The Slovaks told Goering of their desire for inde-
pendence with strong political, econsmic and military ties to Germany,.
They promised that the Jewish problem would be solved as it had been
in Germany; that the Communist Party would be prohibited. The notes of
the meeting report that Goering considered that the Slovak efforts towards
independence were to be supported in a suitable manner. The reaszons for

he decisions were two-fold: first, "Czechoslovakia without Slovakia
is even more delivered up to us"; and seocond, air bases in Slovakia would

be of great importance fcr the German Air Force in a war against the

Bast.

.
2801-PS. i inutes of Conversation
petwesn Goering and Durcansky,
undated.

In addition to the Slovaks, the Nazi conspirators made use of the

few CGermans still remainiug witkin the mutilated Czech rspublic. Kundy,

Hanlein's deputy who kad beon appointed leader of this German minority,

oreatcd =g many artificial "focal points of German culture" as possible,

Germans from the districts handed over to Germany were ordered from Bér]in

to continuc their studies st the German University in Prague and to make

it a center of aggressive Naziism. With the assistance of German civil
servants, a deliberate campaign of Nazi infiltration into Czech public

and private instituticns was carried out, and the Henleinists gave full

cooperation with Gestapo agents from the Reich whe appeared cn Czech

soil, The Nazi "pclitical metivity” was designed to undermine and to

weaken Czech resistance to the commends from Germany. In the face of

continued threats and duress on both diplomatic and propsganda levels,
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the Czech goverwment was unable to tale adequate measures against these
trespasses on its sovereignty. (998-PS, cited above, p. 17).

In early March, when the date had been set for the march into Czesho-
slovakia, the £ifth column activity moved into its final phase., 1In
Bohemia and i.cravia the FS, Fenlein's equivalent of the S§S, were in touech
with the Nazi conspirators in the keich and laid the groundwork for the
attask of 14 and 15 March. The principle FS groups were formed from the
Gorman student crgarizeticns in Frague and Brno, with other units ia the
isclated German settlemexnts whioh still remained in the Czechoslovak Re-
public. Once the ageression had begun, the FS attempted to seize control
hefore the arrival of German troons, took steps to prevernt the burning
of archives and files by the Czech authcorities, and performed various
tasks essential to obtaining quick ocontrol of the political authority.

On the arrival of the SS with the first columns of the German Army, the

FS served as their auxiliaries and collaborators. The value of their work
was attested by Hitler, who personally congratulated them at a review

in the Burgz yard at Prague on 16 March, and by Himmler and Heydrich, who
admitted many of the PS into the SS on 15 larch and on the following days
with appropriate acknowledgment.

2826-PS. "The SS on March 15, 139"
by K. H. Frank, cited above,

In Slovakia events came toc a crisis on 10 March, On that day the
Czechcslovak govermment dismissed those members of the Slovakian cabinet
who refused to continue nepgotiaticns with Prague, among them Prime Ministor
Tiso and Durcansky. On the follswing day Monsignor Tiso addressed an
appeal for help to the German govornment.

Dispatches by M, Coulondre, the
French Ambassador in Berlin, %o
Minister for Foreign Affairs.
French Yellow Book Nos. 055, §7,
62, 65, 72, 77 and 79. MNo. 57,
15 march 1932,

The Nazi conspirat:rs answered lonsignor Tiso's apreal, Dureansky

O

seapcd to Vienna, where the facilities of tho Vienna broadecasting statior
were placed at his disvosal. The German press and radio launchad a
violent campaign against the Czechosloval govermment. (Coulondre, No, 6%).

The 8§ and 8D, whick had already developed contacts with the Hlinka
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Guards, shipped additional explosives into Slovakia. One shipment of
explosives was brought from Berlin tc an outpost of the SD at a village
acrcss the Danube from Bratislava, 4t this SD office were gathered a
nunber of Slovak autonomist leaders, ineluding Durcansky, llach, and
Kermasin, in conference with local Nazi representatives. The exvlosives
were distribhuted to Hlinka guard outpcsts in Slovakia, presumably for
use in terroristic escapades and the creation of incidents. (Naujocks

interrogation, 1 November),

XIv

UNDER TEREAT OF MILITARY FORCE
CZECHOSLOVAKIA I8 COMFELLED TO
THE ENTRY OF GERMAN TROOPS.

PER/IT

With preparations on the military and propaganda levels well under
way, only the formalities remained before Czechoslovakia would be "ligqui-
dated". It was determined that the attack should take place in mid-ilarch,

As during Case Green of the rreceding summer, the Fazi conspirators
had invitsd Fungary to varticipste in the attack. Admiral Horthy, the
Hungarian regent, was flattered by the invitation. On 13 Larch he wrote
Hitler as follows:

"Your Excellency,

=t

'y sincers thenks,

1 can hardly tell you how havpy 1 am becauss this
Spa-District - I dislike using big words - is of vital importance
to the life of Iungary.

In spite of the faot that cur reecruits have cnly
been serving for § weeks we ars going into this affalir with
eager enthusiasm. The dispositions have already been made.,
On Thursday, the 16th cf this montk, a frontisr incident
wil) take place which will pe followsd oy the big blow on
Saturday.

I shall never forget this gproof of friendship and
your Exosllercy may rely on my unshakeble gratitude at all times.

Your devoted Iriend,
(Signed) EORTHY

Budapest. 13.%.,1939,"

2816-PS. Letter, Horthy to
Fitler, 13 larch 1639.

on the same day Ribbentror sernt a cauti:-nary telegram to the Gorman

minister in Prague, :utlining the courss of ounduct he should pursue during
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the coming diplomatic pressure,
"in case yon should get any written communications from Presideut
Fachu, ™ he wrote, "please do not make any written cr verbal com-
ments or act in any way, but pass them cn here by cipher telegram,
Laresver, I must ask you and the cther members of ths Imbassy to

make a peint of nct being availa%le if the Czech government want
to get inte touch with you in the next few days."

2815-PS. Telegram, R
Prague, 13 March 193G.

bhentrop %o
Or the afternoon »f 12 Narch Mensignor Tisc, accompanied by Durcansky
and Farmasin, the local Hazi leadsr, arrived in Berlin in response to a
summcns fvem Fitler., (Coulondre, Ho. 62). At a conference with the
Fuehrer, Tiso was direscted to declare an independent Slovak state whioch

would enjoy German protection.

2802-P§. Notes on Corference,
HitTer~Tisc, 13 March 193%.

Later in the evening Tiso and Durcansky conferred with Ribbentrop and
various high Nazi officials until well after midnight. On 14 September,
pursuent to the wishes of the Nazi conspirators, the Diet of Bratislava
rroclaimed the independence of Slovakia. (Coulondre, No. 65).

On the evening of the 1l4th, at the suggestion of the German Legatiin
in Frague, k. Jacha, the president of the Czechoslovak republic, and
e Chvelkovsky, his foreign minister, arrived in Berlin. The abmosphere

in which they found themselves was hostile. Since the preceding weekend

the Yarzi press had accused the Czechs of using violence against the Slovaks

and sspecially against members of the German minority and citizens of the
Reich. Joth presc and radio prcciaimed that the lives of Germans were
in danger, thet the situation was intclerable and that it was necessary
to smethar as quickly as possible the focus of trouble which Frague had
becoms in the heart of Burope. (Coulondre, No. 66).

After midnight on the 1lEth, at 0118, Facha and Chvalkxovsky were
ushered into the Reich Chancellervs They found there Hitler, defendants
von'ﬁibbcntrcp, Goerirg and Keitel, and von Weizsacker, iieissner, Dietrich

-

and Fewel, Facha was conociliatory. He thanked the Fuehrer for receivirg

him and said he kpew that the fate of fCzechoslovakia rested in the Fuebrer's

hands.
Fitler began by saying that Tacka's jouney could be of great use to
the ccuntry, in spite of the great age of the President, because it was

only & matter of hours bhefore Germany attacked.
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"The dice fell lest Sunday, and now I have given the order
to the German forces to march into Czechoslovakia and make
it part of the “erman Leich, Germany's attitude towards
Czechoslovaiia will depend on the attitude adopted by the
Czech military and civilian population towards the German
troops. At § a.m, the German army will attack from all
sides and the Luftwsffe will occupy Crzech acsrodrcomes., The
Czeck army will not exist in a few days time,"

Facha asked if the object of the occupation was to disarm the Cgech
army. If so, that might be arranged, FKitler replied that his decisiun
was final,

"Aifter a time,"™ he said, "all bitterness will fade."

2708-PS German Foreign Oflice liinutes
of meeting Hitler-Hacha, 1& Warch 1939.

The Czech president and Foreign Minister were then confronted with
a document for their siznatures This document stated that
"the president of the Czechoslovak State..,entrusts with
entire confidence the dsstiny »f the Czeoh people and the
Czech country to the hands of the Fushrer of the German
Reich."
TC-49, Declaration of 13 Larch 1€3¢,
signed Fitler, von Ribbentrop, Hacha,
Chvallovsky.
Eacha and Chvalkovsky vrotested against such an indignity., They said
they would be forever cursed by their peopls if they sizned swh a state-
ment, The Vazi conspirators told them of the power of the Wehrmacht,
The Nazis said tha* if they refused the Luftwaffe would bomb half Prague
into ruins in two hours. After several hours of duress iiache and Chval-
kovsky signed this document which delivered Czechoslovakia intc German
rands. (Coulondre, Nos. 73, 77). Fazi sfficials who had heen drinking
wine in an anbteroom during this hiatus tlen joined the Fuehrer and drank
to his swcess (Goering and Heitel intervogations).
Wnile the Nazi consnirators were intimidating the ropresentatives
of the Czech gevermmant, the Wehrmacht had already bogun the march on
Czechoslovakia, On the svening of the 14th, bcfore Hacha and Chvalkovsky
had been reccived by Fitler, German SS detachments oceupied the Czech

towns cf }akrisch-Ostrau and Vitkovice.

British Blue Bool !los. 10 and 12;
Goering interrogation,

At dawn of the 1Fth German troops poured into Czechoslovakia from all

sides. Fitler issued an Order of the Day to the Armed Forces and a
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Froclamation tc the German Peoplse, which stated succinctly, "Czechoslo-
vakia has ceased to exist."

TC--50. Proclanation to the German

Feople and Order tc the Wehrmacht,
15 March 1939.

On the following day, in direect contravention of Ardicle 81 of the

- Bl

Tresty of Versailles, Czechoslowvakia was formally incorporated into the

L)

ferman Ieilch under the name of the "Froteotcrate of Bohemia and ltoravia”,
The decree was signed in Prague by Hitler, Lammers, and defendants Friclk
and ven Libbentrop. BE:' smia and lioravia wsre placed under a German Fro-
tector in a Cerman Froteciorate. The German govermment assumed charge
of their foreign affairs, of their customs end their excise, and of their
bank recerves, It confiscated without payment the equirment of their
army. It was specified that German garrisons and military establishments
might ve maintained in the Protectorate.
T¢-51, Decreec Establishing the
Frotectorate of Bohemia and Moravia,
16 March 193¢,

At the same time Slovalia, which at German urging had done so much
to undermine the Czech State, found that its independence was in fact
gualified, A Treaty of Frotecction bhetween Slovakia and the Reich, under
which Geymany was given autbhority to construct military installations and
to maintain garrisons in bread arcas of the Slovak State was signed in
Vienna on 1€ Marck and by defendant Ribbentrop in 3erlin on 23 larch,

1436-PS. Treaty of Proftection be-
tween the German Feich wnd the Stats
of Slovakia, 2% Marech 1839,
The Hari conspirators in theipr private conversations ceonsidered Slovakia
A runnet State and felt themsclvis bound 3 the Treaty of Protection only
as long as it should prave conveniont.
R-100, ilem

given hy B

merandum of Instructions
3
25 Maren 19

ek
tler to wvon Rrauchitser,
29

(]
The Gorman conquest of Czechoslovakia in direct contraventi-zn of the
Munich agreamont was the ocoasion for formal protests from the British

and M™ranch governments.

TC-52 and TC-53, 17 Miarch 1938.

———

On 17 March, Sumner Welles, the Acting Secretary of State, speaking for

the United States of America, said:
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"This Govermment...cannct refrain from making known this
country's condemraticn of the acts which bave resulted iun
the temporary extinguishment of the liberties of a free
independent psopls.”

Peace and War, No. 126.

x‘;’

PORTANCE OF CZECHOSLOVAXIA
IN FUTURS AGGRESSIONS,

=
3
H

Defendant Goering was Irom ths start aware of the econcmic and stra-
tegic advantages whieh would accrue from the pcssession of Czechoslovalzia.
In the fall of 1828, only two woelks after the march into the Sudstenland,
he called for plans for an Oder-Danube Canal, for search for oil and cre
in Slovakis and for thorough economic exploitation of Bohemia and Meravia.

1301-PS, TItem 10, liinute of Con-
Terence with Goering on Acceleration
of Armament, 14 October 1938,
After a conference with a pro-¥azi Slovak delegation in the winter of
1838-30 foering noted that air bases in Slovakia would be of great ili-
pertance for the fGerman Alr Force in a war against the East.

2801-FS. Minute of discussion

Goer Ing-Durcansky.
On 15 4pril 1939 Goering pcinted out to Mussolini and Ciano that the
acguisition of Czechoslovakia's production capacity had materimlly stren
thened the positicn of the Axis,
1874-PS. Notes on a confsrence
between Goering, Mussolini and
Ciano, 15 April 1939.

At a conference with the ““shirmacht sconemic staff on 28 July 1935
Geering develcped at lenpgth his view of the cconomic importance of EFohem’ 4
and Moravia. ke stated that ons of the reasons for the incorporation of
the remainder of Czechoslovakia into the Reich was to increase the Cerman
way potential throurh exploitation of the industry therein looat:d., To
warnsd spgainst psasuwres that mizht reduce the type and extent of narmanent
productisn in the Protectorats.

R-133, lYcte on a Conferunee on
2E July 1839 with Goering, signed
Yuzllar.

With the conguest of Czechoslovakia succossfully concluded, the Vanzi

conevirators had obtainsd resources and production fasilitles for their
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war eccnomy. They had also obtained hases for the next step in their
program of expansicr. Defendant Jodl has stated:

"The bloodless soluticn of the Czech confliot in the ¢ utumn
of 1938 and s»ring of 1939 and the annexatisn of Slovakia

rcunded off the territory of Greater Germany in such a way
that it now became possible to consider the FPolish proirlem

on the basis of more or less fav:rahle stratsgioc rremices.”

1-172. "The Strategic “csition at
the Beginning of the 5tli Year of

War," lecture by Jodl al Munich,
7 November 1943.

In the fall of 1929 Eitler described the process by whic: he had

rebuilt the military power of the heich:

"It was clear to me from the first moment," he said, "thau I
could not be satisfied with the Sudeten German territory, That
was only a partial solution. The decision to maroh into Eohemia
wes made, Then followed the erection of the Frotectorats and
with that the basis for the zction against Poland wes laid..."

783-P§. Speech by Fitler 3o his
Vilitary Commanders, 23 Norember
193€,

I
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ARGUMENT aND COMNCLUSION

The foregoing evidence esta™lishes that the defendants in the course

62 thelir conspirsecy, and varticularly thraugh the actions

0

certain defen-
dards =2nd censyirators, committed the Tollewing illezal acts:

1. They irterfsrred by direct and indirect msans over a poriod of
veere in the internal affairs of tho Czechoslovak state. 3y so doing they
intendsd to premote ecivil disobedisnce to this state and to weaken resis-
zance €n tha Mazd plan of agsression,

« 'They econceived, preparsad and mcunted in the spring and summor

of 1038 military operations designed to congquer Czechoslovakia. In this

cerisd they used oropaganda, tireats and dircet sotdan Yo undorming the
avth pity of tke Czochoslowak state and to ereatie aa artifiecinl shata of
tensicn which might sorve 2s "justifiocatisn" for the contanrlated attack,

8% acts weore in vielstvion of the arbitratisn Truaty between Germany and

Czuchoslovakix signed ot Loearns 15 Jotohar 192F and <f asswrances freely

given by defundants Gooring and von Faurath on 11 and 12 pirch 1938, As

o result of thils dures: the Sudetenlnd, under the terms of tho kiunich
wgreement, was ecded to the Gurman Roieh.

3. Thoy eonceived, preparcd and mourted in ths f2ll of 1938 and
tha ;intcr of 1939 further militnyy operntions designed to azngver the
romnimder of Czochaslovalic. In this reriod they ngain used propaganda,
threats and diruet aetion to wndermin: the authority of the Czuchoslivak
state and Lo ereate an artificis] tensien which mizht serve as an excuss
for ocgpression, 9» 1§ March 1948, wvader threat of duminuent and merciless

attack by 1:nd and by odr, the Frosident of Czéchoglivaliin s Taroesd to

gicn - dceunent sntruvsting his country t. the Nazi eonsvirtore. On fthe
following d2v Gzochnslovokia wa- incorporetud inmts the Serman EBeich, Theso

a L]

cots wore dn violatien of tue Treaty of Varsaillss, avtiele £l; of the
[t 1] ]
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arhyitration Treuty botween Germany cnd Czeckaslovakia esuelvded ir 1925;

cnd of tho sunich arrcemont. They were in further viclation of assurances

frecly zivoern by the Nzzi conspirntors in Xareh and Soptimhor 1938,

[re8
.

Thoy did all the foregoiny aa a pard of theix purpes.: to precoure
materizl =and hunan resources and to impreove their military stratcegio posi-

tion, in furtheranee of their ivtention to wape aggressive wars in Zurope.




