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SECTION OF TP"B Il'ffiIC~~S:NT

Count One P8.rt IV, (F). 3, (~.J..Q) •

(a) The 1936-1938 phase of the plan: 'plannin~ for the assault on

Austria and Czechoslovakia.

(b) The execution of t'be plan to invade A'1.s.tria:November, 1937, to

Marcr'., 1938.

LEGAL .R1F:sRE~1CES

'IArticle 6. The Tribunal establis1:.ed by the A2;reement referred to in
Article 1 hereof for the trial and panishme~t of the major war criminals
of the :suropean Axis cou:ltries shall rce.ve t'-!e power to try and punish
persons \vho, a.cting in the interests of tr:13 :2'u'ope2.n Axis cou~1tries,

",hether d.S individuals or as members of orsanizC1.tions, commi tted any
of the following crimes.

liThe following acts, ':;1' an~' of them, are crimes comin£'; '~'i tr:in the
jurisdiction of the Tribuna.l for which tr.ere she.ll be ind.ividual
responsibili ty:

(a.) CRIMES .r.GAL~~T P3..."CE: namely, plannin8;, propare-.tion,
ini ti2.tion or 'N?9.;in~ of 2. wpr ·)f ?~2:ressio!1, or ". W8.r in
violation of intern~tionpl tre~ti8s, ~~re8mpnts or
assurqnces, or particip~tion in ~ common plan or consyiracy
for the '''ccomplishm8nt of ~.ny of the foro~oinf':;"'''''''fI

Tr8?ty of Versailles, ~rticlG 80.

Tre 9 ty of St. G~rm~in, ~rticle 88 .

.n.t;reement 'betwecm t::..o GerI:1e.n GO\'c,r:-"mcnt ".ne. the Go ·('rnmen t of the
Fed.er~l Stpto of Austria, July 11, 1936.
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the National Socialists in Austria.

A. The Natione,l Socislist 2.im of p,osorptiO!l of Austrip..

On Nov8mbAr 5, 1937, :r;-itler E.nc:' the ot!'r:r con".pir~tor8 ontlined 2, progrp.m

of absorption and conquost in Europe commencing' with the t~king of Austria.

The striking Gvidenc~ of this is considered below. EOl!'evqr, it is p.dvis::..ble,

beforo considering the execution of th~t plp~ insofar qS Austriq is conc0rr.ad,

to review the steps alr.3ady taken in Austria by the N~tional Socialists of

both Germ2.ny and austri<'.. The position they h~d re?chcQ. by the f.<>.ll of 19~7

m~de possible en early con~~tion of this phasG of their plan.

The acquisition of Austri-? hp..d long be€n a centre.:!. '3.in of tho I}Grm'm

Nation2.l Socie.lists. On tho first pp.ge of Moin Kempf. Hitler s",id, "Gorman-

Austria must rGturn to the p;r,);:>t, Germ".n mother-l".nd". lmd. h'3 continued by

stating that this purposo, of having common blood in ? co~~on Reich, could. not

be satisfied by a mere economic union.

The Honorable Georgo S •. Messersmith, Consul General of tho United St~tGS

of America in Berlin from 1930 to t~,8 le.te sprin,'\ (If 1934, ~mcl then AmGrican

Minister in Vienna unti 1 1927, roport s thF-.t from the very st<rt ho W"'.S to1c.

by high and secondary N"1zi Gen.l=>n cf·'icipls. including 1.re.rious dof0ndp.nts,

the.t the incorpor~.tion \)f Austria WAS both P. poli tic? 1 p.nd econor:1ic necossi ty,.

to be accomplisheil by who·tever me.<'.ns \'lore necessqry. 17.?O:-PS, Aff'id"vit of

George s. Me~8ersmitr., 28 AU~~8t 1945, p. 11.

foothold in the cqbinot.

More specific inQication ~s to thG mot~oQs ~r-c tochniques pl~nned 2nd

employed .c.re supplied by Mr. ~1~ssersmith. In order

accur"1.tely, he cbt?-.inod inforT.1ation fro:1 H=:zi ",OlII'ces in Gorr:l?,ny, froI:'. officip.ls

in the Austrian FedGr~l GovOrnlJ0nt, from diplom~tic col10~gucs ~nd from other

sources.

His affidp.vi t re~?tos th'" t -'.t tho boginr-ing of t~e Nazi rce;ime in 1933,

Germany was too wep~' tb ffi?ke opon thr0~t~ of forco "'~~inst any country .qnd

r' insteqd developed ? policy of securing its aims in J.ustria in tho 8'3..T;10 l7l!:mnor

as in r-e-J:'I:!B.ny,-by obt<>.ining P. foothold. in the C"'.binet, ,P?rticul.F.rly in the
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Ministry of Interior which controllod the polico, ~nd ~uickly elimin~ting the

opposition eleoents. The Germ~n Government kept up const~nt pressure upon the

Austrian Governm0nt to ~ppoint ministers with N~zi ori~nt~tion. 1760-PS, pp. 11-1~

C. Pressure used, includ1-E;" tGr:ror 2nd ir..t ir.:idp,t ion , culninating in

the unsuccess~~tschof July 25, 19340

To "'.chiev() thoir Gnd the lhzi s used vP.rious pr0ssures. They used economic

pressure. The l~~ of 24 M~rch 1°33, imposed ~ prohibitive 1,000 reichsmark

penalty on trips to Austri~. Rnd brought grp,p.t h"'.rdship to this country which

r,::lL3d heavily on its tourist tr~.de. (Reichgosetzbl~.tt 1933, I, 311). The Nazis

used propP-genda. And they used terroristic ~cts, pri~qrily bombin~s. These

outrp.ges were the work of Hetion='.l Socie.lists in Austrip., directed fro:.1 Germany.

They wore a common occurrenco, with p8qks in cort~in poriods. It is significant

thp,t thoy diminishnd ni2.rkodly ?t othor periods, such ~.s durinp.; the r::oeting of

Hit18r and Mussolini in Venice in mid-Juno, 1934. Details of th0 bombings, as

set out in dospatches by th~ ~~crice.n Log~tion in Vienna to tho State Dopart

r.1ent indicate the.t the t0rror \""'.S oft<:n directl:d ".t Cp.tholic churchr;s ~.nd

insti tutions and p.t r.'.i lways and tourist cGntors. .1760:-PS, Mcsfh,rsmi th

Affidavit, pp. 12-18.

This progrr-:m is confirned by 812-P_~, Report of Gquleiter Rainer to

Reichskomr:liss~r GA.u1ei tor BuerckG1, dp.ted 6 July 1939, Report on Ev.:mts in the

N'::JDi.P of Austrip. from 1933 to 11 M.::..rch 1938. Thi s report b;r R~.in8r, Bon in

fluential Austrian 11:<:,-zi sinco 1933, st~,t()S th:>.t tho £'irrt period 'of th" fi~ht

of the Austrip.n N?_zis consisted of. torroristic "'cts, which were broup,ht to a

closo by the Fuhrer ~fter July 25, 1934.

In A.ddition, the Nqzis rnqint~inad ~ thrG~t of violont Rction "'~~inst

Austria throue;h the "Austri<>.n Legion ll
• Thi G "''''.S "l. p" rq-nili t"'ry force of

sevcr?,l thous~,nd mon, ".r:::ed by tht~ N?zis in G'Jrm"l.ny, p.nd stp.tioned in GerElp..ny

nef>,r the .hl1strie.n bonior. It included A1.lstri"'.n l~::-.zis "ho ~lAd frOM J:.J1strip.

after cODDitting crimes. 1760-PS, Messorsmith ~ffid:>vit, pp. 18-19.

On July 25, 1934, mombers of th0 ~TSDAP e.ttC?!::ptC'd ~ rcvolutionar;r putsch,

attacked the Ch?nc011ery pnd LctEtlly \'Iounded Cp".ncellor DOllfuss. The p.1tsch

f~iled. The N~zis involved left the Ch~nce11ory only qfter thoy h~d consulted

with Dr. Rieth t tho G0rm?n r·lin:.'stcr in Vier..na, Rnd received A.. s!'!,fo-conduct to the

Gorman border. The Gl3rD~.n Govornnent dor.ied all C9Dplici ty in th,J :?Utsch ~.nd
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assassination. 1litler purported to remove Dr. Rieth as Ministor on tho ground

that he had offered this sqfe-conduct to the robels ~Tithout making inquiry of

the German Government. 2799-PS, Lotter, Hitlor to von P~pGn, 26 July 1934,

Dokumente der doutschon Politik, II, p. 83.

Mr. MessersI'lith received from Austrig,n offici"'.ls "'.no. other sources informa

tion showing that the putsch was mado with th2 knowl.)dge of ~he Germ2n Government,

that the men Ip...tor found ~ilty by the Austrian courts of h~wing been implicated

in the putsch Wero in cont~ct ~rith the German Legation. In addition, Mr. Messer

smith personally verified items of evidence indicating th~t th8 Germ~n Governmont

h!3.d knowledge of and enginGorea. thG putsch. Thus, tho mont}'> pr,wious Goabbels

told Signor Cerruti, the Itali~n kmbassaa.or in BGrlin, thore would be a N~zi

Government in Vienna in ~ month. And a p~nph1Gt circul~t8d in Borlin tha prior

evening indicated the Nazi Govorffi~0ntls knowlodge of what was planned. 1760-PS,

p. 20.

kmbassador Dodd, the Unitod St~tos Ambassador to Berlin, in his diary for

July 26, 1934, not,)d v?rious i toms confirming th", foregoing description of

events.. In February, 1934, Ernst F.A.nfst?~enF:;l~-.dvisad. th"t he brou";ht vlhat vIas

virtually an order from Mussolini to Hitler to le"'~8 klstria alone, pnd to

silence Theodor Habicht, tho G0rm-cn ~g0nt in ~~nich for Austri~n ~nn0xqtion.

He refers to shipncnts of Germqn ammunition to Austria, ono pqrticul~r shipment

having been seizcd by the S1iss policc on July 23, 1934, to the drilling of

Austrian Nazis in Be.v.e.ria, qnd to F.p.bicht I s speech8s in l'lunich for qnnex<:ttion

of Austria. And. he reports s00inr; a copy of a forn"il st"'-t8ment issued by the

German Government Rt 11 p.m., 24 July 1934, rejoicin~ at the f~ll of Do11fuss

and proclaimin.e; thd Gri>?tl~r CTermany to follow. At midnii;1:t the Propp~anda

Ministry forbade public~tion of this nows ?nd tried to collnct all the re1e.e.ses.

23agPS, Ambassador Dodd's Di~ry, pp. 143-145.

In 1938, aftor tho ~nnexation of Austri~, tho German of~ici"ils no lonscr

disassociated thomselves fran th~ Gvents of tho putsch. On July 24 ~nd 25, 1938,

thcy celcbr~ted the pnniversary of tho murder of Dollfuss. Rudolf Hess m~Qo a

r~emoric.l p.ddrcss at Kl:::.g0nfurt i!"~ thu prcs,mce of the f"l.r.ilios of tho Ihtio 1f'.1

Socialists who woro hanged for their p~rt in the putsch. On July 25 thero was

?. reenp.ctI'lent of the Gvents of 1934;. tho surviving mcmbors of 5.S. StF.nd"-rtc 89

reenacted their march on tho formor Fodoral Chanco11ery, where thoy ,Jero mot
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by Rcichsst~tthaltQr S0yss-Inqu~rt who pddressod thorn ~nd unveiled a oeDorial

tR.blot. L-273, Dispe.tch from Americp.n Consul Q,~nerp.l, Vionn:>., July 26, 1938,

to SecrGt::>ry of St: to. (Tho t".olot r::e.d.: "154 G.)r::1pn ;:'.em 0: No. 89 S.S.

St2.nd".rto stood up hGre for Gnrr.;?ny on July 25t~, 1934". Gedyc, Fp.llcn B".stions,

p. 142.)

D. Continu'~,nco of the "'.nnox:>.tiun poli~:Li.-. t!'l.n uro-;r"r., c'.11T"in"l.tip..,~ in the

Accord. of July 11, 1936! <'.ne. the obt".inir.~ of subst"l.nti"'.l concessions

for P- for~~l ~ssur~ncc of Austrian inc.eDon~0nco.

1. Hi tlor t s pro,zr".ffi to e.cQuiro gOOd-1;lill by ".-pp".ront non-interference

in .Austrian e.f:e.irs. Hitbr r0cognized th?.t, notwi t1:st<'.ndine; !'lis drmi".ls, there

were sufficient ind.ic:o.tions of Gerr::<>n ?nd. NEl.zi cooplid ty in the rJUrder of

Dollfuss to shock tha 'florld ;:.ne:. we':'.kcm his QiplolYl?tic position. He, theroforo,

ha.d defcnd-'?nt von P?.pen ?ppoi:lt~d l·:inister to Vienna. The latter of ?ppointment

st~te~ th~t the situ2.tion in Euro~G h~d oacoma more ?-~lte ~nd he wisho: to bring

Pobout ~ detente of the goner~l situ~~ion ~nd. to restore friondly rel~tionships

with Austri?. It furttGr st:t8(~ tr..".t Hitler h".d unlioit0d. cO:J.fidonco in von

P?pen e.nd e.ccordingly requosti::lc' th?t ho GorVG p.s G8rJ:lp.n Ministrer to Vienna, in

a specip-l mission, ~nd in a post clirGctly suborQin~tc to 5it18r. 2791-PS, Letter,

Hitler to P".pen, 26 J'.lly 1934, I:'o~'.!:v~r.t() del' d,utschon Pol:.tik, II, p. 83, No. 38.

Hitler selGctt3d von P"pon to pcrforn this s-puci.o.l mission OOC-"USlJ of his

awp_reneSs of th·.~, d6lic p t,: ".:J.:i s'l-,r~wd hC'.ndline roqui!'ec.. T~is sissior. consi st!3d

precisely in ""orking tow!?rd :-i:i t:'-er I s ~o0.l of "'.nnc,::ation of ~'..L'.stri". :>.nd, ".t tho

sa.me time, cOBpletely conce~lin~ ~ll incic~tion of ~ny such ~ctivity. E~rly in

Messcrsmi th wi th "'. c.ocu.:nC?nt st".tina the instructions e:iven to von Papt')n by

Hitler. These instructions, as .quoted. in t:1') c.ocuI:"!i1nt, st".to tr."t ~lthou.<;h

Hitler h?s not become disint:3rJstJd in tho quostio:J. of Austril".n independence ,-

"Durins the n2xt two Y0. p.rs nothine: ce.n ba und~.,rt"'ken \~hich

will 2;ivo G8rr..~.n;y 8;ct,Jrn"'.1 politicp.l :lifficulti..:·s. On this
ground cv,!rything r.rust bo "'voidud ;'jhich!. c01:..1d ".\·,"':..1{en the
r.PP·3~.r"'.nco of Gorr:!-'n;r I s int8rf~rinf; ,vi t·}: the, intcrn'<cl ~ff"..irs

of _'>-ustri2_. II

See 1760-PS, Affid~vit of '0sscrs~itn, p. 22.

2. F?pan' s disclosure of G()rr-:".~";{'s conthr.uod ?ir-, of u:J.d8rminin:; the

Austri?n Gov'Jrn:ient. In 1.-i8 .offi.i"'vit ~r. ~oss;;rsT.:i ,til st.<>tes thpt when tc

pe.id P. return c?ll on von Pp..pen in t:k GGr~~n L8/?;",tior., yon PAppn c:=-niidly
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outlined his pro~rq,::l to ,)st".bliah ·'j.CrL1P_ny l s centro1 of South.,~"'st~'rn Suropl' ,'.n~ to

ment. Hr. Massersr.i th rel".t,·,s t"is ".m::>.zin,. incic!' .. nt in the :Pollvwin''': "'ords

(1760-PS, P?~oS 23-24):

~~~*Ihen I di~ c~ll en ~on F"pcn ~t t~~ Ger~~n L~~~tion he ~r~ctnd

!!1'3 wi tr., 1How you "re in ny L,;?,""_tior.. -'EG I c".n control tT.>.o convers"\.
tion l • In tr.0 b::>lc1.I.lSt <'·.r.:i most c~Tnic"ll m".nnoJ: h.' t}1.on prOCG0c.,'~~

to t(Jll :::0 trF.t ?ll i)cutr;.).".stern Europo, to thG bor:'\~rs of Tark:..'y,
w'o s ';-er;Jp.ny IS nD.tnre.l hintnrl"'n.l, q.r~C:. v·.".t 'rn 'r,p.:. bl1l~n ch".r--::d
with tho f.lission of :'?cilite.tirw: Gerrr,".n 8cononic "'.nc. politic'l
contrel of ""'.11 th:'s resion of Gerr..-"r..y.. En blp.t::>.ntly "_no. dir,'ctly
s~id t~q,t ~ottin~ cor..trol of ~~striq, wq,s to ~u tho firRt stop. Hcl
defi'nit:ly st?tG(l t:c't ?1u ,'i2S in _"-l1stri.c- to und\3rmino -".nd wo-'?_Y~on

the _'1.us"vri.=-.n Jovarn~.1t~r:t =.:1<1 :rOr:l ViOr.:1P. to work tow<'·.rc'.. tho \-/0 :.~::,]ni:l"~

of t:co Gov.:::rnm;>r.. t ir" ot"'.'..'!" St<'.tas to the, south ".ne. sout>-;)"'.st. Eo
s2.id th.-.t h,: i::tond.e~ to '..LSi:) his ec.uc2.t:'O:l "S P. :~OO(~ C<-_tholic to
g'-1.in influ,'E1C0 with cert?in lostri"'ns, such "'.S von Inni tzar, to\l"'.r:::.
th?_t ond. Ea srid. t r.,' t r',) P.S tollin.~ ,:,c tlcifl Oc)C:='.'1.S0 tho Ger;n;cn
Governr.lQnt W?S bound. on this obj,jctive of"~.:-.inin-~ t"'.is control
of Southe2.storn 3nrop0 ?r..:::' t 1-.,Jre \'!'-'.s not!cin" \'hich could. stop it
Rnd th-=-t o'~r own policy ccn:'. t:c:t of Fronc·:" "':1'::' ::;n-'-l"r..:l. W".S not
rOP.listic.

~The circu:';:st=-r:ccs -·'cr·,) suet, PS I \·I::'S c"'llin2; on hi;;) i:1 +:'h.~;

Gern"m Lc)s::>.tion, th"'.t I }:':>.o.. to list.-.n to wt"'.t [,0 r:o,.(. to S"~i'

?nc. of course I w"s pr0pFrtJc. to ~(;".r ,,'~'-'t ''''.0 ',-<':' to S".~T "'ltJ::')u,,~

I ;:lr(:;F-.c~~1 knOI wh?t his i:lstr'uctions v'oro. I ";8_S nt'v'Jr"v}:>olcs8
shocked. to h".v(~ hir: s1=',;?J~ se o".l,::ly to r,e ".n-J. ,,'hen ~~(" -::inisr ')5-
I :;ot up p.nd. tolcl ::i::l S'bO'I1 s:'ock~;i I w::>.S to :,c"r t'10 q,ccr,:~;.itnc.
reproGentotivG of e. '3Up.JOEJc.ly frL::lc.. l.y St;.'t,~ to _~11stri>' "_(bit
th?t 1'.8 \'''S proposin,.~ to unc'orminl1 ?=1(: c~()s,"roy t)~-:-t :}oVC;r'.1;'K~n':,

to whic1:"l re \''''S -=-.ccr0.:itcd.. :2:8 l"'ll1rlJ.y s;;:i2.·;;c: "'.'.1'. s".id t'b"'.t,
'Of conrse this cor..v.Jrsp.tior- ;.\'''S ·08t·.r:;r~,r_ us "':'16. t'(-:>.t h,') "rou::'~.,

of courso, not be t:::>.l~:i'1·- to o,;:n"I'S ";0 clc:.>.rl;'l :::>,':;out }-lis
of~:ctiYoSI ."''''*~

lIyos, you k-,v" your Fr('1'.1ch ::>'.1:: :':nf"lis'\, :Pri.-'nds

no,", ::mcl you c"ln h"l.ve ;your inccep.'n:tonco "'. littlc~r lc'.1~6rll. 17~O __?S, p. 27.

~g~inst the C~tholic Church. 1760-PS, 9p. 46-27.

pr.Jp2.red.ne s s. putsc~,
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i'l.rm for tho struL;R;18. A cop:.' of this Dcmor"'.nr.'1l:'l \'J"'.3 fllrnish~d to ~1r. Messcrsr:li tho

l760-PS. p. 266. At t~e s~~o tine the Al1strip.n L0~io~ w"'s kApt in reqdiness in

G 1'01',.1 p':l'tler l"'.t·.'!' r,for:rr!:l to tho 40,000 "fu?:iti1Tos ti who fled toerm"'.ny. __~'" - .

G,'3rm"'.ny ~t thG tiry'!. T.C.-47, Proc1"'.~:l?tion of the F~lh.rcr on 12 M"".rch 1938.

Th,t such e. lo:r,;;e, org?nizo1, looe.tilo .:;roup consti tut.:i q rn".). ';'0n"l.Cn for

Austria is clo~r.

In the 6 July 1939 report of Dr. Re.inor, Gpu10i tnr of S~.lzDur~. on develop-

ments in the Austri"'n l~?zi mOVClumt, it is st3.t~~d tI-!"".t '1.ftlJr tho co1:"':'..pse ,.

of the 25 July 1934 putsch "'. now methoo. of po1j tic?l ponotrF'.tion \"8.S be,sun.

Engineer Ruint!''''.lor, t~!.o first 10: .::c:r rc;co(.;niz,)d. Dy 1''.11 pErty :ormF.tions in

the e.ut1UEn of 1934, reor'5:mizcc:. tho i11eg"'.1 peE tic?l org"'nizp..tion. Pe.rty

controv'3rsics fOl'CCd. hiD to r-.Jsii:;n "'.nd C?pt=.in Leopold DeC"',1!l8 tl'.e IIL~:m<iesleitorli

In July, 1935, p.ft"r Leo!:Jold. 1 s .?rrcst. Kl;-.usncr Doce.riG the hop.G. of the r.1Ovement 1

Ane. this orgp.niz"'.tion crystp.1liz:;d. "1.S its purpose the build.inr2; up of a secret

cl!lcrgoncy. 812-f§, Report c: G".ul<3i -'j.::r Rp.inAr to Rcichsko[;I:iissar 13uorckol,

6 July 1939.

4. Cont"'.ct by ''+o.!~'f'.n cFicL'.ls, including P?p('n, ".,it}-· t:re illcg"tl

role..tions \'Ii th the Austri".n 1:J2.tio:}.::l1 Socip.lists. B11t it 1,0["',8 und.erstood by all

th3.t cont·">ct should. '00 l:'lEdnt:'in::,c'. vIi th .t:".lstri~.n N?.tion::>.l Socip.lists, p.ne, advice

8-nc:. :::>.ssistance should. bc (;iV0n to thle!:1, ·3.11 on '3. circllr:spect b:-"..si8. Tha R?iner

report discloSGS th~t about ~U~lst. 1925, a ~ro~p led by En~ineer Raf~olsDer~JI

reest?blished cont?ct ;:!ith 2.n officer in the Rdc!: l-1i::istry of PropC'p,'2.nda, the

IlVolksdoutschG Hi ttolstollc ll
, an office d.o2.li""s 'iTt tl: those of }C'r;n::>.n r",C8 who

are nut G",rr;i?n citizens. A fightin;; m".ni:uotc for tr..0 p"'.rty W2.S \I!Ork3d out •

.s.l~::..ps., Report of G"lul0i tor Re.inl)r to !\eichs?coF.Jfi1issp.r :duorckol, 3 J'uly 1939.

Vlh"n the pc?rty organization cr~T8t"'.lliz0d. furth ..:::r. e.11 comnllnice.tions ,-"i th

the offices of the R•. ic1: 1<Jor;-, kc'pt secret in ?ccor'l"'",.c<::: ,,:it.h Hit1or l E; 'Dolicy- ,
which provided th~t ?nxili~ry centers for prop"'g"'4d.a, pr0ss. reD1~e0.S, etc.,

should. bo sot up in the :or0i-:;n countri,:;s bori0rin~ on J.ustri?. Ibid.

Ven P"'_pon, '1.S G.:;rr.:i'ln ifoinister to Yienn":., f.".?i:.t!>inccl. p..:;rsone.l cont::>.ct with

these ille,s~~ ;'Sroups. In e. L;ttc:.r to Hitler ho outlined his propos<>.l to t:!.tterr.

to mp.ko ".n -=rr"'n~0mcnt "\'i th SC~1J scJ:cnip.\~ for a tC:T:lpor<>.ry con?ror:d so '08tw8on t:t8
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I

NSDAP and the Christi?n-Socia1i?>ts, "'.nc. o.dvised th"'t t1'Jis iC'c8P.. ori2:ins.tod 1tJi th

CaptEdn Leopold., 18"\d8r of the Al1strip.n :I!~p.zis. 2cBl-FS, L;~ttor, von P"'open t.o

HitlGr, 17 lJip.y 1935. J.nc~ in 0. r.~port to Hitl,n' d:'t,;c.. July 27, 1935, p"nd.

anti tled IIReflections on th0 ?~.niVl)rS~rJ· of Dol1fuss! Q0?th lJ
, ho r,,'1L-::,lS t;1.0

extont to which th0 GarEan and. }J~tion~.l Soci"'list ic.,;~l hp.s be,m kopt ·"'..livG

?mong groups in ~ustri2., ;:nc~ concluc1.es thp,t N"'tio::l"'.l Soci?:i ~,n p.nC'. its ic'oF>.s

\<lill forsl 2. strone link joir.in~ the two countri.:3s 0 :t:S·-2248, Roport of vO:J.

Papon to Hitler, 27 July 1935.

Thus, the; GerDP.n Govcrm~(JClt l!l2.intpoinod cov\;rt hat sis;nific P l1t cor.t"'ct

wi th the (l<le.tiol1P.l Soci"'.list) ,:;roups in A,notrer country in orclcr to e'.cr.ie'1(.

its purposc~ of p.m~.l{~"'.m?tion of tl:."t country.

5. G8rT:l~ny' s monGtpry sup-oort of ;:.ustri."'n'1:~oups. G,-·rr.1'=ny's sup-pcrt

of useful groups in Austri'" WP.S not confined. to ;;Jor.? -,,~1vicG p.nc1 "'.c.T"inist,r"tivo

arr"'.n.=;cments but extC"nc':.ecl to t.,.i..' pll-ir.;port<>.nt f"'ctor, fin"ncipl suppert. In

ordor th:>t GorT1' ny should. not 10s,3 P" rty mej71bors in ,:,\lstri;'.,o nd. nc t'·'i th.st ='nding

the the rOP.l exch?nge 0.ifficultics, Hinistor Scr.."cht ".uthoriz.,c: 2']0,0(,0 n"rks

a month to b\J sot o.si6." for th\.~ suppo:~t of n",tion"'.l Soci!.>,list,s in Ausl;ri<>.

1760-PS, Hossersrdth Affic.ovit, p. 22 (quotine: rr>port 'r=').nd'Jc1. to ~-I()ssorm:!ith in

1935 by BcrgGr-WR1~on0g~). Follc~in~ this policy, vo~ P~po~, in ? roport to

Hit leI' personp_lly, p_civoc?,toQ. ti:"t Gc'rr:l,:~ny should continuo to sub::; i~ izo tho

lIFroih0i tsbund ll '.ne. "'<s~:oc:. for ~uth:)rity to p.'::.y 0'1')1' to its lep.d,Jr, St=ud I thG

sum of 100,000 'j?.rlcs, in .<i.ustri::>n schilliL~S. 283C!:'§, Report of von Fe.pen

to Hitler, 12 ~2Y 1936.

such F,S S"yss-Incu-".l't. Th,~ Reiner r0port furtJ-'1er c.isclos0s tr"t t}1(;) ill(~?,?l

orgp..nizations o.cvGloped ~~s ,'. moc:'us op,:r:::.nc.i th,) USG of per-:;OLS 1::''10 '..fOr' tr-u.st-

worthy but h,"'L no i1lo':;"'.1 t ".int. In orcl0r to conC,1"'.1 the 'vi ~')s of such pnr'lons

by P"'pon to Hi tler 2 s trustw~rthy, "'nc:_ d.c:f,mcl~l:t S.;yss-Inou "'rt. R"'innr r,Jportod

th2.t Hintt3rleitClf,r ccnt=ctn,i S;':lyss-Inru"'.rt, wl:.ose S1..l."JTJO:-t of tho Jul;y 25, 1934,

revolt, providod him with cont"cts with Dr. W?cht~r. S~ys~-Inau~rt CP~O into

the pp_rty throu:;h t""r:;) r"'n~:s of thr: Styri?n ?:oirw: tscr"Jtz. On t!-'" ot!'1.nr h"',ncl,

ho h?Q. well-estp.blishuQ. rel".tions "dth Cl".risti ~n-Soci"'.l poli tici".r..s, ",nc~ hence
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h~~ no tp.int of illeg~lity. 81Z-FS, R~pcrt of R~iner to Buorckel, 3 July 1939.

The N?zis, t~eu~h not th0 ~tstri~n Governm0nt. COU~Q \ell :~us: Soyss-

t~_:.t he '.'c?S F. p: rty ;.;tJ~:bcr si::lce 1931 =--DC" rJci tJd. ot::,;r ruL~v l:t f".cts. He sc.id

(Zc19-PS, Lot~br, Seyss-In~u~r: tc Geering, 1/ ~lly 193°, pp. 7-8):

1I;''<*Ttis ';.'2.S 21so tr3 Q.cvclopmcmt until trt? ~',,~·.r _938, Until July,
193';, I conc.u.ct:d !:!ys,3lf ?S c. :'8;u:":r r.."L'bor 0:: t"'.'"' port;::. If I h~d

quiut-ly p<:.id. rry T.103r:lborship :"ues (tho first one, ".cccrc.ing to "'.. r.~ci:li"pt,
I pp.id Doce::l'oer 1931), I prob,,_'oly ':loult ~til1 r.°.vo ';:)ocn e. cony::.ro.tivfJly
01:1. fi,:-;}~:or "'.ni undisputec.. pert:' r:cI!lbur of L,::.stri::>, 1m t I ,;ould not !leV'e
dono o.n;y-thin?, for tt", union. l.J?.x-pl"'~~~c'. to ~.J:'rs(l:f in JJ.l;r 1934: th~t_

y're r.:ust fisct this cl'}r,Jcpl 1'8'?::i~~h tr-.8 :F'Ll}:~',-)rls r-1G."'..!lS in crdc:r to
D;ive him "'. c~1F.pce to use ~rr_·tc,ver nctl1c.i ::0 c~8siras. I t.ho't,:--.t th"t
this 'II'S :Jcrtr.'A'";-1.ilo i:l. A.1lstri".. I c"'.rri.~("'. this e~~t vri t"'. C:l. iron "ill
D8c'?use r.ly :riGnc~ .::>.r-~ I "rerc co::-.palll3d to st<n:l q.,:"'.i::lS the: "''''010
pelitic?l church, th0 Fro: s?,son=y "'.Ld thol J0':lry in Austri". Tho ,
slir;"lt(~st ";"l".kn'~ss which wo !.li·-:ht h?vo displ··:'J''''c'. \·;oule. r."'.vc unhc·si t-".t
im:ly led to our poli tic"'l "!.nr..i}-·il"_tion. ~ris '·"O·l:d. r"'-.rn ,~.oprivocl the
1~adcr of the Oeons of ~rrivin~ ~t the cl..vcr pGli~ic=l SO~ tion for
".ustrip.. Tr.is Wp.s evic:cn<:. in t,... o CJ'Ys of If:c,I'ch, 1~3l3. I W"'.R co~:?btC'ly

""'1tfO.re tli".t I ',ras usin;~ a r:!Qt'""'.od which th~ r.l"'.ssos "'21cl ov,?n mp.ny po.rty
mec'::Jars wot:.l~l not unclcrst?.nd." (Esph""sis su-cplioi)

The N2.zis r.pie !Scod us\~ of such fi'""lr<3S '!r.o '-'lore ;r.oro c.iscr",.,.t in their

by persons like C?pt-".in Lcc}lolel. R?iner IS rcrpo!'t crocli ts Se;ysS-InC::l:::rt ::-.nel

G1 --.is<3-E'JI'sten2.u wi t'fJ. stron;sl;y i:l.fl"'.lG!"lcint?: thd a.f;ree;'l.~nt of 11 July 1936, wtich

provitiod v,lu~b18 concossio:,.s to tli0 ~~.;·.tion"'.l SociC'lists. el;;l-F6, Sl1.pr-".

keGp up e. pret0nso of r-on-int\!r[(Jrance y:i th AUE'trian :?;r:m':Js. I t ccplo~T,=d t1:c

psycholo',ice.l induC0r.l'·mt of provic:.in,~ ?8SUrE'.nces tr."".t it "l,-d no d.esi:-::ns on

Austri2'S i~c:.~p6nel8nCJ. If ~ustri~ cO"'.lld but hcyp. f'Jr tto uxocution of those

essur,'r.cJs. sr.e. cC'11::. :inc.. r,or \..'?~r cl·"'.r to t':c ':;:r2:l.tin·,: 0-: conc~ssions, "..ne:

obtpin relL1f frem th8 econ0!i1ic ?.n.c. intor:l.c,1 prC3s,;,rc:s.

On ,?y 17,19;::;5, :hile in 3e.i-2in, von P2.pon ''''rok 0 uitltr indic'.::>.tin~

th'? t P. forthri.~:rt, cr"t..ible s t - ter:!»nt by Ger!i1p.n;r rr =' s sU:'in", AUR tri-" ,.,oulc, bo

most usefu.l for Gern:'?n d.iploP.J;:>tic ).>urposc8 "'.n:' t} d i:::?ro'-'''[1r>nt of role-tioner-ips

17 M?y 1935.

Four dOj's l3.tcr. in "'. 5.oichst;:r! '-'c"i.<'.r,:,ss I :8"i tIer r -'BJ!onc.o:.i to von P·~p..:m' s

sun;.e;cstion, ·:>.nd. '.::>.s,:;ert8::': '!G rr.:"!ny n('i~h0r intends nor 'Hisr.oF1 to intcr:'<.>re

in the internp.l ?,ffe.irs of J"l.ustri.-=-., to <".r-nox .1l.1lstrip.. or to co~cl'.:~.C', p.n
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diplOTIl?tic purpoS0S, pni to woakon .I_ustric".' s :ps~rcholo":ice.l posi tion, Pe.pon

su""""~sted p""d H';tlor ".. nnouncec, '" policy cO!llpl"tely ~,t v=-ri::>:lce Hi th their~""t, •. ••".-'- "'-

intentions, which r..,,~i b00n, ,~n~~ continued. to be I to interf8r13 i::• .r_ustri:> 1 s

intern::>.l ?ff"'.irs e.!:.:'.. to concll.lc..o ,=n ..nschlusso On l.~py 1, 1936, Eitl·.-:' br"'.nil3c't

=':.6 2. lio p.ny st.=te!!lent ,:}:-t bZ.:c:,::,·O·iJ or t:tG d."~~ p.:tl'r Gor!:.Fn~r '."o'~l(". f?ll upon

~uet~i~. Z367-~~, Volkisch~ H00b?chter SD, 2-3 M~y 1936, ~. 2.

!!ll~".nt wh=t he 89.i':: it w;s only in th.o Dost litor"l "':,:1 ::'!islu::>.c'..in,=: senso t::''''.t

he would not f"'..ll upon .:-ustrip. II tor'.orro·! or t}'G :"P..y ::ftl'r II. 'or t':·) C0n-

spir·~tors woll knew t)-->'" t th.c' succossful e"{Gcution of t1':eir p1..l.rDoSl:> r;:~_ nir,'G.

for a whilo 10np.;.:'H th.c auiet policy they "1;'':<. beon pursuin-2: in l.ustri"l.. "l':18n

Willi?l:l Bulli tt, .'\moric?,Jl .i,..lnb"'.ss::>.c~or to :g'r '" nco , c':>ll(',,- upon ·:.'l.of"T.cl:>.nt von

Neur<?th I Gerr.1-:.n !<Cini stGr for F0r8i:m ,l'.ff'" irs, K",y 18, 19::Z6, von NOllr::>.th

by the ~,,-zis in .~'..l.stri"l.. The ~:".zis were -;rowin,,: stror-:;or in ;"ustri=-., ·~nY':I"'.y,

in view. of their p.ppo-"l to t':1<.:' youn. people. ",.ncl thG Gerr.:"'.n GO'rernncnt w;.:;.s

doin~ nothin<?, ".ctive in fo1'.:,i~n "'.ff"'.irs until the) Rhincl"nc'.., reoccu:)iGc~ two

months before, h:>~c~ been Ilc1.isest.~d.", i"..nd. until fo1'tif-;'c?tiol-_S wer;; c:mstrll.::toG..

on the Frencr.. fronti8r. Fin~11y, It~ly still h~~ B conflictin~ ir-tdrJst in

Austria, anG. GerD=.ny ishud to ".'oie:. F:ny involvGm.nt 'lith It·~.ly. L-150,

Memore.ndum of Conve1's".tion b.3twe(m r.rnb-=-.ss".d.or Bulli tt q,ni von 1hur,o.-:h,

18 M2.y 1936.

9. IDprovc!:!<.mt of G'J1'rn.:>.ny's c~iplomt:>tic situ::>.tion. But if Gorr:',pny

was not yet 1'e?.dy for open cO:J.flict in Austri?, its c.iplor1?tic positiol1 'J".8

v~st1y improv,.d over 1934, ? f-:-ct which. influc':l1ced. Lus'.:;ri"'. t s ~li llin-?~. ~ss to

mako concessions to Gerr.1-"ny ",-nd com·) to t'-'r:-.s. r.S l·;r. V.-,ssors:'i ~h points out,

and this, to ath.l!' 'lith the 1'cfo1'tif-:'c<>.tion of tl-!<~ P.hir:ol?nd, strr.':J."":t;-,,o.n3d.

Gc:rm~.ny's position. 1760-PS, .:.·:f'id-:-·vit of ('T8or~.-~ S. !~()p<;o1's2ith, .:'.l1.:;ust 28,

1945, p. 28.

Gerr.1Em Government p.n~. the G0ITerm.1un-c; of th.e F0d.er<:.1 St-to of Austri~.. Th0

vubl'.i.ohc..e: {1nnnu..'1('en,~nt set forth its ]1'07isions I "S :ollo\:s:
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f1Being convinced th?t they- are making a v8.1uable contribution
towe.rds the whole EuropcFin development in th,;) direction of m;::dnt?inin~

peace, and in the beliof that thoy Are thereby Dest serving t~G ffi~nifold

mutu::-.l interests of both G·3r;.,~n Ststes, ~he GC"lrern:!\:"nts of tho Fedcr?l
St".tf~ of bustria A.nd of Gerc"'.ny hp-VG rGsol·,·cJ to r:,)turn to rolations
of a norDal and friendly ~h~r~~ter, In this connoction it is declqred--

:tel) The Germe~ Govern~ent recognizes the fall sovorGi~nty of tho
Federp.l ~~~U<;; UI Austria in the spirit of th,J pronouncenents of the
Gcrp~n Fuhrer ~nd Ch~ncoll~r of M2Y 21, 1935.

n (2) Each of the two GC'lernmonts n31?;".r:,s th0 inner poli tic!3.1
orcler (including the question of i.ustriFn lJetionr1 ..Snci?llsm) obte.inin~

in the other cou:J.tr:.r I".S "'.n int8.cn~,,1 CL'ncer.! ut tt"-t country, upon which
it will exercise neither c"irect ncr inc'.ir·'ct :i.nflui::nc8"

n(3) The Austri.A':'"l }i'Gi,;:I:~J G-vvernmcllt will const"'.ntly folloi'l in its
policy in .c;enere.l, A.nd in p"'.rticulp_r towa.rds Ger:::2.ny, a line in con
formi ty with lee.clin6; principles corros:ronc,in/S to t1".8 fo.ct tho.t P.us-l:.riR.
reg"'.rd.s herself ?s p. Germ"'.n Steteft

f1By such a decision ni)i thor the F:J!!'P P10 tcc::>ls of J.934 ?nd thAir
a~Gjtin~ vf 193G, not tho roldt~onship of Aclstria to It~ly Rn~ Hung~ry

as pRrtners in tt03C prdtocols, ~re affected. Considerin~ th~t tho
detendo dosiri~d by bct!". sidGS c''innot 'become ,.: rc?lity un:l.ess cert.'\.in
preliminA.ry cond.itions p.r() fulfilled by tt(~ Go·,;crnr.~onts of Doth cO'.mtries,
the Austri~n Fedor~l Government ~nd the Ger~~n ~o7ernnent will p~ss

a number of special me".surcs to brine: Rbout th8 rG"Ui8i te prclinin.<:>.ry
st~.te of affRirs."

But more important than these provisions was tha informR.l underst~nding

outlined ~s fellows by Mr. Messersmith:

\lEven Iilore import~nt th.?n the terms of tho .'!.grl,ement published in
tho official cowrruniqu0, w~s tho contomporanoous informal underst~r.ding,

the most iT:1port-':l.nt provisions of which 'Nero, th".t i>.ustri[-\. \oJould. (1)
appoint a number of individu~ls enjoyi~~ the Chancellor's confidonce
but friendly to Germp.ny to posi tiO!1S in the Cp.binot; (2) 1.\'ou:!.d devise
moans to ·sive the "nation.".l opposi tien" P. role in tr.e political lifo
of Austria. E>nc, within the fr'?meioJork of th8 Pp.triotic Front, ",.nd (3)
would amnesty all Nazis S"'Va thoso cO:J.victed of tho most serious
offensGs. This "l.mnl')st;y W?s c.uly announcec.. "oJ' the Austrip.n :}ov,~rnment

f'tUd. thous.;>.n~s of l\l'2.zis were rol(,~.sed, and. the first pGnetrp..tion of the
Deutsche Np.tion".ler into the Austrip.n Government i'/qS accomplisflOd by
the appointment of Dr. Guido Schmidt ~s Secret~ry of St~te for ForGi~n

Affp.irs, fmd of Dr. Edmunc. Glp.ise-Horsten"u "s Minif";tE:r 14'1 thout Portfoliofl.

1760-PS, p. 29.

In view of t'~e strc:.teisY ::md t".ctics of t"'P. J:JA.zis, O.s in:'!.iC"'-.tod ~bove,

tl~ese wore substp.ntip.l concessions mp.do Djr A'.1striq to obt"in Gorrn-?ny's

diplom~tic, for:ne.l A.ssurp.nce cf Austrie.n inde-pondGnc8 p.nd non-it: tArvGntion

in Austrian int,Jrn-".l -".ffairs. ~hfJ r81('~p.se of i r1prisoned _Tqzis to th,J comn:u.ni ty

presented pot~ntial police problems. i~~~ as Mr. Messorsmith point~d out in

a 1934 disp:.'.tch, ~"-'1Y pL'ospect th"'.t tht~ Np.tional Socip.lbts r..io.;ht come to powGr

~ould make it Qore cifficult to oDt~in effective pclice qnQ judici~l action

A..gdnst the Nazis fur fi3p.r of reprisals 'by t:;-.3 futurn IJ?zi Govornment ",.~p.inst

thoso taking ,,:;,ction e.gainst I-Jazis evon in t::,o lino of duty. Ibicl. ThG preSGrVR-

tion of internal pGRce in Austria WA.S thus dependant u~on Germ?:J.Y's living up

to its obligations undor tho ~ccord.
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concerning f1.'t ture plp,ns. I!l. tl1<> p".ct of 11 July 1936 Gnrmpny ~.i\re8d not to

influence directly or in~irectly tra intorn~l ~ff~irs of Austriq, inclu1in~

the metter of Austriqn N~tionpl Sccialism. Thpt WqS viol~t0c plmcst im~edi~te1y.

On 16 July 1936. Dr. Rqiner ~nd Globocnik, lp.t0r G~ulGitGr of Vienn~, visited

Hitler 8t Obers?lzbur~, p.t Hitler's su.,,·-;estio!l., '3..no. recoivpd p,n 0xpl;o.np,ti0n

of the situation ~nd Hitler's wishes. Next d~y Rainer made a report on this

to all the illc~a1 Austrip~ G~uleiters. B12-PS, Report of Rainer to B11orcke1,

6 July 1936.

The Fuhrer namud sTOUp lc~cler Kepple:r e.s chiof of the mixcC'. com;:1ission

which was appointcld to sUFervise execution of the 8.f;re'3ment of 11 J'.11y 193:>.

Keppler WGS ~iven full authority by Hitler with rospGct to th0 p~rty in

Austri?. and he worked with n.e various Austri,,~ He.tional Socie.li st h''''.icrs.

Ibid.

2. Cont inuin·~ prE;ssur03 towE'.rC'~ e. ch:nc~0 in the Austri "'.n Gov>3rn::lcnt:

the formula of new or,f;~nizations. In a report to Hitler is.ted 1 Soptember 1936,

von P~pen poinoQ out tre !l.8cessity of obt~inin~ moro sJ~?athotic personnel in

the Ministry of S8curity. He r8co_me!l.de~ p~tiont p8ychclo?ic~1 trr·?tment with

st~ted that the economic no~otiptions in Oc+,ober 8r-o~ld be ~ useful tool.

22-46-PS I Report of von Papcn to Hi tier, 1 S,jpt;3mb(~r Hl33.

More specifice.lly, von Papen ste.t()cl he hp.d in t<.>.lks with. Goverruwmt members

and with le:ders of tho illeg~l party such ~s Leo~old bern ~ttomptin~ to pqve

the way for a corpor~te reprosentation of the N~zi movumrnt within t~o Austrian

Fatherland Front. And he ~dvisod th~t Hinister GI~i~e-Hcrston~u ~ad boon ~

willine; collabor<>.tvr in tr-is rdsp8ct. Ibid..

Mr. Hesscrsmith points out how this str'toc;y w?s cc>,rried forw".rrl. Soe

1760-PS, ';"ffi<iavit of GGor~;J S. 1I:J8s,arsmith, p.31:

"There werG flJrtloc_ in Austria sQv.. r'.l or""n;zp-_t;ons "h' h h d~ ........ Wd~C __ So

a leg?l be.sis out wbich 1,r'0rd siI:1ply "'. d0vice by "lhich t1-)« N<>zis in
Austria cC'.lld or~?,nizCJ, ar..d l.'l.t·'r s":h,k incIu.sio!l. "'.s ~ uni t in the
Patriotio Front. Ti1a most iQpurt~'nt of t};,lS\3 \'J'?.8 tho Ostm"'r~iscl:.cr
V,:)rein, the sponsor of "'hicb was tbl Hinist··r '~f the Int.:,rior Gl-~.is()

Horsten~u. Trrol1.<;h thu influ,'mcc Crf Glqise-Horst. npu !:md th'3 pro-N:'l.2'i
Neustp.c~t"r-SturG\')r. this orr.j3.nize.tion W".8 6,0cl?r'1c~ los"l by th; courts".
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Tho R"ich ChF'ncellor Itl".s kept ';(011 inforned of th"se de1r eloprr:(1nts in
!

Al18tri~. Thus a 14 J~nuary 1937 report on t~G politicql situ~tion in Austria

was tr~nsnittod to the Reich Ct~nc811ory frow t~.~ Of~ice of th~ ~xtr~ordinary

Envoy of the German GovernmGnt ltd t:!1 ~ coverin:- l'2tt"r d.ir ..?ctine; e.ttiJntion to

this report ~s one of R~0ci~1 importonce. T~e roport d0.qlt with an ~ttempt to

improve the position of t'he Fe..rty, t':1roush the cro".tion of a IIProponentenkomiteo ll

consi stin<: of lc<tc.ins Austrians such ?s Gl".is03-1!orst,:n?u "::ld. :~('ust.?:.ter-Sturm('r,

w~.o woul:.... then set up e. moru bro"'.d.ly bp.sod IIDeutsche .Lktion ll for ....Jhich they

would. try to obt::,in s~ci~l reco~nition. Tr.G report ".lso t=>.kes up th8 mp..tt.'T

of coordinF'.tin.,; thG <>.ctions of th3 illos"'·l G?ulei t()rs wi th t~e pro~r.:-m of

workin.; thrcuc;h '? 10 ?,l p".rty. 2381PS, Let~Gr to Reich Ch"'T'J.cellory, enclosin-s

R8port on the Politic~l Si~lation in Austri~, l4 J=nuary 1937.

open r,)coi,;nition. In Jpnu"'.ry, 1937, Ce.pt:oin L;opold. submittec1 <>. menor"',ndun

of demands. There werG not for:n<:.lly re cciv,)c'l. by the A~stric:m C<>.binot, but thoy

wer,) known to p.nd. cOnSic.0rr:d by tho C<>,1Jinet. 'I''1ey 1:1clu('.0<: thn follo 'l'in.~

demands: (1) An qnnosty for "'11 punishmunts or priv~tions ~~:ferod for N"tion~l

Soci~list or Nption~l ~ctivity or s~TIp~thy; (2) 00u~1 tre~t~ont for N~tional

Soci~lists, incluc.inp: fre,~c.o:J of poli tic~l ":.ctiyi ty ":1C, cul t'lr<ll "-'..Cti7i t;y;

'3.001i ticn of l=",'s ".ncl s"'.ncti021S lB·>:'. b;y thn Gov('rnmi'nt ?,;!).inst ~;::-.zi ~.cti'1Tity.

Thp, meP.lor".nc,uL1 ",.c..voc:o.tod. cocpor".tion on the b".sis of poli ~ic".l -principles

inclu~in~: ~ bro·~cnin~ of tho Pstriotic Front; c~~n-os in tho C"binjt; qn

.s.11i~:.nc'J with tho R3ich; COC!.:'0n r"'.ci:>.l stock "'.s ? poli tic"',l ::>.im, "_nc. trG

.?pplic=>.tion cf ~l1ti-So!!!itic T:!c)"'sures; an ~"'rl~T p10biscitG on .hnschluss.

l760-PS, .b.f:ic..2.vi":, 0: Goor-;o S. ·kssersuith, pp.32·-~4:.

These ~cmFnd.s, ?nd. Leopol~ls petition for ~ nation"'listic ~"'rt~·, ~ero

support8d. by freq'.1ent C'..er:.ol1strativl1s ".l1cl Imlch. pr0p'~;!).ncla 'dark. .hs clP.rly 2.S

July 29, 1936, ,,'hen the Olympic Torch \,{,3.8 c"'.rriec, throu~h iann?, th8rt, were

vio103nt ~pzi c..ieorcers. FroL1 'r: time on thoro !are froquent ":.rrosts for

distribu tin;;; illeg?l 11 tor~,,"uro or stq,-'dn~ 1110£:"'.1 clerr.onstr?tions. Ibid.

4. Schuschnii':?;'s cO::lcGssioJ;l.!2' G?ul,-·itdr Rp.in('·r's historic"'.l review

points out tr~t du~ to the ~ctivi i88 o~ the Roic~ of~iciqls "n~ th~ klstrians

who qcted. ~s the Nr'.zi "fronts ll
, it W?S possibla to '.)bt :in trn e.ppointm;::;nt of

Soyss-IIl':;u-=.rt ?l.S "Sta:tsrot ll (Co1lncillor of St<-tu) in July, 1937. _812-PS,
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Report of Re.iner to Zucrckcl. 6 Jul;:i 19390 Chp.nce:llor ScrrL1.schni.2;·:; :rrevieusly

appointod 1". Comm: ttco of Sovcn to d.iscuss "nA-tionq,li"\tic pmoi tions ll vJi th hir:1.

1l1b.tion<'.lists ll coulc: b'J L ..cc:::por:-t.JG. into thv P>.tj.'h:tic Front. b'3~'ss-In(lU"rt

to convincG Scl-.uschnip:~ th~.t~c2..!'nittiw,: EO.~is intc the C"'.bin"t wouJ.d r:'1.i:w0

The cons,::Jir:'tors I pro£':r".l:: i'!it~ ri3spoct to Aust:!.'i'<>, consistr>.c' of w,:<p.k.:min,,~

Jmstriq extern?lly RS well as intnrn~lly. Intprforpnce In th0 8.ff~ir8 of

Austri'3., 8m: ste<'.:.y incrc".8G in tJ:18 prdSS'.lrt: n'::';~:(d to a.cC'uirn control over

t}1"'.t conntry , r8~uirec:. rO::lov".l of t:,.,o possibili t;>r tl',= t ot""nr conntrioR w-:;,uE. come

to its aid. 3ut th,1 c0nspirA-"vurs I f0r,-'i ~n policy pro~r"'m for t"f' \vo'=kenin..;

3.nd isol?tion of L!lstrip, W?S int~) ..~rpte:. ~. ith th"ir forot ~ policy prc.,,,;r"'m in

,uustria.) •

Mr. N0ssers;:Jit:-: is 9n expert in r.::,"..tt'H'S of c·.i~.llC'm~:.cy pn:~. forci.?n })olicy.

He rem::,.incd. on tho 1uro!J8?I:. scone froi'!! 1933 when the ~!!.>zis c!.>J:~e to powor to

1937. He e.pprF_ises thl) :i.Jo:>.zi ford ~n policy in the li~J:1t cf t~.e totC'.l K'3.zi

pro~r?~, as fellows:

terms of political A.n-::. ccor..oP.iic control. :Cvcm thn tJ:':r~.inn "JgS li8t8~~ C.~.::on~

/
the objectives.

'i
\ est··.blish Gerr.:p.nyls ~rT1ecl p01JJor. Th8~r w>'..nt,),::. pe"'co u:ltil thoy "':)r'~ r-(;P.'~.J-.
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embC'.rked. upon their vP.st ree.rr:1?ment pro:?,r?..n. It T,Jrocc"c'.eQ. ver;r rFl.piclly. Goering

and General Hilch often se.it to MC8Sersl:li th or in his presence th"l.t the Nqzis

were concentr?tini; on e.ir p01J1 or in t!!.cir r".::orr:,p.mont, P.S the w8ppon of torror

most likely to ,-.;ivu G<:;rm".ny P, ~o::lin<>.nt position "':.n:-. the, ;e<>.pon whic:h could be

doveloped niost r<>piC'ly. 2385-:PS, supra.

;lrHli t':try prep:>rp.tion "'nd psycholo.-:;ic"',l prcp'-'.r"'.tion 'Hcro couploc. with

dip10me.tic :pr('p~r".tion ::'~o8i..:nccl to (isunit8 1".n.:'. isol".ta thdr intonjcd. victims

in such fE.sion P,s to r"nclcr ther,~ d.cfe:H;Gl(~s~ 8.;".inst Gnr::lFm p•.'2:fCr:)ssionl!.

2385-PS, supr"'.•

In 1923 thlJ ~ifficultias f~cin~ GGrnany in tho uolitic~l ant ~iplo~"tic

fiel:: 1001.10:1. l"'.r~;e. Fr",nc8 \·;".S th,' c..or:,inp.n':, IT.ili tary pOi'li3r on the continont.

She h::.c'l. wo\tGn 3. syston of l:1utu<>.l a.8sist<>,nce in the W'cst <>.n-:1. in th" East. It?ly

hc·.d r.',j.e.e pl.e.in her spoci".l int2r,~st in .'l.ustri?n in(~Gpond()nce.

N?zi GerD'my l:.ur.chcc;.? vL~orous c.iplor."'.tic c<>.mpa.i '~n to ::Jrep.k up tho

cxisting 3.1li;:11.C88 ;ond un(~erst"nc~inp;s, to cr0"'.t,~ ~~ivisions "'.);":On,?; tr.o mo;~b0rs of

tho Little Entento (Yu::;osl"' .... i::>., Czecl10s10ve.J.:i"', "n:[ P.ur.~p.ni?) "'.nc~ t:-:o oth,)r

Eastern Europeqn pow0rs.

Fro-nco n!'.6.o :~ttc)ffipts to pro;.,ctc "'.n jilqst Loc"'1'no P"ct, -"n~_ to fOf,'cGr an

oconomic "'.ccc.rd oetv!80n Au~;tri",. p.ncL tn..: oth,~r I!p,nut2i"'.n powers. I t::> 1j' , s ':;ffort

WPs to or<--;p.nizc "'.n ,,,conorr.ic ,:loc 0: ~.:lstrip" ulln,'2"u'y !'\n:'. It"'ly.

N"'.zi Germ;my CGunteroc: oconoC!1ic '~11i;-nco8 1tri tJ-1 pronisas of econoT-,ic 8:<>in

for cocp8ratin~ with Germ,;ns. To SC,-:l8 of t'l.<::S8 countries "111('> of:f'..;re·:l e.'<tr:>'v3.!;p.nt

prOmiS(3S of tGrritori?l "'n.:1 '-'conomic row"'.rds. Sh,J off'(':'::'cd C::>rinthi<>.., in J..ustriR,

to Yugoslp.vi p .• She oi':;'er,:c',. :p~.rt of CZI:Jchoslovp..kiq to Fun!<:p.ry "'n,:" p"':,::,t to Pol'3.nd.

Sh,~ offor.;c~ YU-'2;::.s1",v teryi tory to Hun8;?ry 8.t t'l-)(; S~.!':18 tir.:o th''t s''''e '/!"S offerin.c;

l"'n(~ in Bun'7<",ry to Yu,,!,osl-o.vi;-.•

exppnsion es the price cf p~,;co. Ttay si~nG~ p n~v;,l li~it~tions tr1~ty with

~n:;la,nd e.ncl discusscd <, :i:Jcc".rno .t.ir P-«.ct. In tho C"S8 of 'oot~ Fr",nce ~nd

En,~lancl, they lini t~;d th.":'r st:::.tl'%'·nt of intcntio:18 -".n,:, ~~.,".q)('id on fe"rs of

Comnunism ancL WOOl'.

In makine: these v.?riQus prOr.iis8S ,}<.~rm".ny W2.S untroubloc. b;;' notions of tho

s.s.ncti tJr of inkrnp.tion?l c::Jli,'!,"~tions. Hi.'Sh r<>.nkin<; N':",~is, inclucl.in; J.oering,

Fri ck F.nrl Fr<>.nk, oponly stp.t"d. to Hr. K:lssGrsni th th"'.t I}(,rmp,ny wO;1.leJ. observe her
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international undert~kin~s only so lo?~ ~s it suited Germany's interests to do so.

2385-PS, supra.

The N~zis stirred up intern~l dissensions to disunitp ~nd wo~ken their

intended victims. They supported th8 J.ustriqn ll~~is ~nd tho Hcnlcin P~rty in

Czechoslov?..kia. They proboc:' wh"t Gocbbels c"'·ll"c. the I1 soro spots l1
• In Yu£:o 5 lavi?,

they pl~yed on the differonc\3s betweon the Croat~ ~n~ tho Serbs, ~nd in p~rticular

pl'?yod on tht'3 ft''''.r of the rostor".tion of the Hepsbur.c;s in J,u~tri~" ". fp.~r \'!hich

W9.S vory rGe.l in YUf;osl"'.vi::>.. In Hun,;?ry., Pol~.n3. ~.nd RUr:1".ni9. thoy stirrod up

other fo.:..rs e.nc:. hp.treds. Those rne::iS'..lr.3S h?d consicere.ble offoct in pr"v8ntinl:;

those countries froD joini~ ~ny opposed to Gor~~n ~esi~ns.

Nazi Gern~ny WRS able to pro~oto these divis~ons qnd incro"'se its own

~~ressive str\;lnr::th by usin~ -=.S its ·~.,'!cnts nen \-rho on outw,,:,re: ~.p:poc·.r~.nces wero

merely conserv~tiv() (iplor:1~ts. AS ~r. r~ssor3mith s~i~ in ~ disp~tch fron the

in 2385-iS):

II ••• Europ-3 will not:;:0t ?:.i~·.y fror:: the myt'l,. tr.''''t N3ur"'.tr., Fp.pcn, ~n.d

Me,ckensen 2.re not d.<ln,,:.::,ro~ls p(,oplc "',n:.. th' t thoy 0.re I c.i.plor:1~.ts of
the ole: scho Jl'. ~ho~' "1'0 in f ~.ct stlr\-ilc instrur.'(~nts of t~o rt.;:~il;,8

~..ncl just boc,?,USG the ontsitc 1,lorli loo/.:s upon V"em "s he.rml:'ss I th8Y
p.re ?ble to w0ri;: more Gff.?ctive:"y. They e-1'8 "1.blo to sow cHscorc:c just
bec"mse th0Y } rOp?f;p,te th<3 myth tr:?t they,' 1'8 not in synp" trw ~,;i th
the r('~im().11

Tho Ne-zis consolif~tc~ th0ir powor in ~er~~n:T very quickly. ~~G ~orm~n

people bec?.IDe incru2.sin;:;ly ir::O~lt.Jd \<:i th the lj"'.zi ::-,ili t~.ry spirit. 11Ji tb.in GGrm~ny

resiste.nco to t'he lJ8zis:~is"J.pPG~.r8d. ArT:r:i ofl"icers I inc:"'..ldin, me.ny ~.rho orL:;in9.11y

p.iclec. the Ne-zis .'ith t1"e limi teeL obj(~ctive of restorin~ the GGrr:~.n Arr:'y, in-

cre2.singly bnce.me imbued with ".~p'rossivo (I.esi~s "'8 tt>cy S" how rem~.rk~'Jly

their power w~s growin~.

The power of Je.zi Gorm~ny outsiQn the ~or~ers of the Reich i~cr~~soQ

correspond.ini~ly. The othor co'mt1'ies fG".rl~~: its mili tp.ry rr.i ,;ht. Impcrt".n t

politice-l le~ders in Yu~osl~via, in F.1lnsary ~nd. in Pol"n~ D0c?ffie convinced th~t

the Nczi re~ime woulQ gain its onis e.nd th=t the bost COllrso WRS to ple.y alon~

with Germany.. Thes.., countri\~s 'bocf.me ?P?th'3tic tf)w?rd tho clovelo~r_1cnt of

~nschluss with ~stri~ end cooper~tivG towe.rd tr:G ~i.~omcernent of Czechoslov~~i~~

Yugoslavia anc.. It?ly, by proT.1isin'; Yu?,osl".viA. Itali?n t"rritory, ~?rticulp..rlY
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block p,n E8.st Loc"'rno Ppct. "\':hil·~ I t.<>l;r o}:h;nly OP})os,:d. "ff'orts <>t Anschluss

wi th Austrip. in 1934, It"'.li".n "'J'!:::Ji tions i:1 Abyssir..ip. provicl,.,\,:~ Gcrm;:ony wi th tr.e

tion of 11 july 1936. 1>.n:l in th·:; f".ll of 1935 Gorr:i'''.ny cxton::.cc'. tr, h<>,ncl of

frion:1.ship :;,.n~: comr.wn purpose to It,,"ly in an p..lli"nco--th~" Ror.;e-:i3orlin Axis.

This, to':~ethGr vlith Ger::v;,n;rls <>.lli::>.nce 'lith j:>p~:m, put increasinc; pressuro on

En8;l<mc. anc~ i:lCr8P.sGd tho r.:lative strenF;th of J.orr.1"'ny.

consicLor?tion of Gor!J<>.nyl s ,:G!l.er"'.l pI"oo:r:-r.l ';'1 th rospect to otb3r nations, for

th0 Austr1:".n question vle.S pl~co( 'b~T t!'>.8 :i'J?zi ccnspir<>tors in P. 1"'.1':;'31' settin;;.

On Nove~b~r 6, 1937, t~erG tock pl~cc in t~~ R2ich Ch~ncol10ry q ccnf~r0nce

T:ho Yuhrnr "'.nC',- R:) i ch C::.::>.r..co 1101'
The Reicr . 11iniRter fer 'b.r, FiuE. t~qrs'b.:;>l "0:1 Bbr.:'b."lr,,;
Tho ComD~:1~or-in-ChiGf, ~r~y, Celenal G0n0r"'1 von Fri~sc~

T!'(' Comr~r.n-:'Lor-in-Ch.i..'f, ~:P:TY, J~(:::1ir".l R".ocl·:r
The CCr.1m~ndor-in-8hi8f "_ir ~orco, Colcn0l Genar:>l Go~ri~~

Th8 R'.ich Minister fur ?crc!ir-:n Affoirs, Fr·'\ibcrr von i-JpurAth
Colonel H"'szbacr

RnQ conclusions of tho conforence is t~k8n entir8ly fran thoSG ~ir..~t0s.

The Fuhrer first poir.t·)Q out tt~t tr8 sub,lect-mp.tter of tr.9 conferonce w".s

so important thct it \<1".8 nat bein~ t"kon up in th,; 19.1'£;01' circle of thG C."1.binot.

Th0 conf3rence W?S o""e to o~ltli:le th<:l pessioili til~S ~cnc:. no:::::es3i ties of oxp··.""iin2;

their fonisn pelicy, An,: ir.. c-=.S.:;) of :tis clo".th t~o cor.cl:".sicns sh:::ulc".. bo rC'~rrcled.

8.8 his l"tst will .::cnc. t ..;;stE'.'l'K1r.t. ~:-,e conclusions ,,'ero P..S follN'S, present03c~ in

outline form:

L It is C-OrD?n policy to p..c:uirc :noro 81::~ce. Its r'1cuir'':'r''..;nt8 c'1.nnot
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lanGs ruled by Brit~in.

conquost e.t tn·) lO"Tost cost.

clue to such f?ctors ?S obsoloscc'r..ce c,f :J<>torL.l '/~".ic'l-· is no\:; ~::c-(~.;rn, possible

disclosure of secret 1:!c.::.pcns, r·_?r::"'::;'.~nt of 0t:-:.or pO'.:.:-rs.

FrfX1ce wero t~oc up by wsr ·-~in<;t °Doth,:·r St-to 80 tr.<ct it c"'.not uro c;:.-, c'c

?i~".inst '}cr;np.ny

IIFor tho ir.:provcr:Jr~nt of cur mili t.:>.ry poli ticP.l p'Jsi ticn it n::'lst
"Jp. our first "'.i;'!) , in ,:;Ycry C"'(;i" c,f ·:ntpn:?:l;~r::.::nt l::y "I'''r, to cor:~uer

Czechoslcv"'ki'" O:.l':~ .~:J.htri"'. s:r:ultont)C'lsly, ir. 'Jrc1.,:;r t) r.~T:1()vn "'nJ
tJ".re= t fro;:; tJ-,.e :L'.nks i::1 C"'::>n of "l possU>l" p:<.'J"ncp '.r(~st ;"r;; R. IT'.
t!.':.e c-sc of P. cO:1fli~t '~'it:r. ?r=.ncn it ·'·Iculc'. ~~rcl.ly 'co ::'"'.CCl'S"''''Q' to
"LSSUDG th:·t CZGcJlos1oV2J:io:. I s ·~esirll to ~prticip':ot.) in t"b'~ "r"r "Till
incre"'se prcportion"'lly t.o t 11A ~>·,;r03o in . hieh "iO ~r"" 1;oint:" ';';0".j(22k".

Its 2,ctusl :f'rtici:;:o.tion C(.'.l1::"'. I:;"'..:-:-e itsol: f ..:lt -""y ~:'l ·:tt=>.c'.: C::1 ~ilosi2.,

either to~pris thu dort~ or tte ~eat.

':Once Czechoslov?.Y.:i?. is cvr.. 'ur ro~~ - "'ncl P. rout'.pl ~r0n+:i,;r I r;.·Jr:::o>.n~

Hun~c.ry is oot· in<:>d - thon f. rlGU tr?l "ttti tui," 0:" Pol; nc. in '" Gor::!".::1 
Frunch con':lh't cou~c: ::l~)r0 ,p.Rily :)0 y,'.li··<'.. u,I;on. Our 0 ":I'_'Or,,2nts ','i tl:
Pol?.nc. r,HEin v~.lid only ~s 10n;: .?s f:'-o!'u;;:LJ-,IS s+.r,m~;t~. r"r.:~ins 11:':

sh==-.ko.;blc; stould. _T8rm;.n~r r.?v,; ::,:,y ::otc"'c;'~s t'r>-::'l on -::'.tt"'c~ ')y ?Gl;.n~'..

~=inst £~st Prussio, p. rhFps ~lBo ~e~inRt F~~0rCni'" ~nd Si10Si~,

must bo t;k,m into :'.CC0UI:.t. of

2nd. perh.~.ps Fr...>..ncd h:?v,~ r:il.'ntly 1;ri tt<3n off Czcchoslov?kip.. E·!F::l.:=.r:( ',"ould

beCOm,)S iI:'1prob2.::1u. ~ho p1O.rticiv"'tion of Russit> ,,;::;; to 1:-0 c()UntoT,Jd 0;'-' tr.l.' v,'ry

speed of Gorrr.?.n opc:r<>.tions. It :ni.c:ht net be ". prohli3!:1 ot "'11 in view of J"y.::>.n's

ai; t i tuc.e .
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considor0~ sp8cific~11y:

If.i:..lthGur,;h the lJo],:-ul"'.tion c: CZf"c:'lOslcv"ki~ in t:'l!~ first p1e.ce is
not ~ thin OTiC I •.'<;) :;:-,i~')~.i7Jont cf CZ0choslcv~.kip. =-.n.:. ~.'~striq. ~. (JUlc't
ne'i2rthel,'sc constib.te tt ..3 conc:~,~l:'t l.: :c~)~ for f-5 r."i11iun people,
on th.] b3.sis t} =.t ;:l. cor.rpul30ry c!Y:isr.,~ti'jr. of 2 r-.illion fror.. CzechoslcvFki'3.
fmcl of 1 r::i11ion fron .b.ustri? coul:. 'be c:?r:-5.ei ::J':;,t, mho '3.m::;x?tion of
the two ~tpt,s t.e G.:::rr.l"ny :-J~li t.:ri1y pnd. po] i tic.=>llJ W'CItl.11 consti tutP. 1

consiUlr"'::'lo r(~lief, owh,g; to ,,;rort.?r ".nc. Dctkr :rS!'.ti8rs, t:-.C' fre'3ing
of fL<:htin~ porsonnol for oth.:1r purpo8.3s ?nc:' tr.o 1)Os8i·o:'li:y of rec::n
stitutin' now "'.rJ:liL)s up to p. stron"~t':'. (;f 2.1.)C'lt 12 Divisions, ro:p::"es~mtin.',;

P. novi C:i-risicn pOl' 1 Eillien: populp.tion. '!

7. The Fuhror outlined the possibility of Casc 3 e.s cOJ:lin~ n0~r0r, perh~ps

8ven in 1938, Gut of' t'.msions in t~·w Mecli torrF.no".n. Th,'l SpA.nish c0nflic~ mii;ht

l?st 10n~Qr, Fond. ~o S?.vJ tf1.8 possi1:-ilit;>' t"J~t cut of It"'ly l s in'l011Tonent, end its

policy to "l.cquire tho 3p.102.ric Islns, Enl?'l"'.ni p.nC<. ?r"'nc,) ::;i ~1:t becone involved

in \\'''1' \,!ith Itp.ly. CkrrJ"~T coulc'.. support It·ly ,·Tith 1'''''1-1 r.:"tcripls~ Lnd. it

coulc. pi'ofi t fron the wp.r 'l)y C'~isl)Csin<:>: (,;f t.he CZGchcsl:'Y",ki"'.n "!:!ld :u.strip.n

questions. If En·::l:>.rd. "vore ,,~ 'r<>.r ~·:it:o. It"ly s~e 'Tould not CC::1i!!e:!lCQ oper~tions

a~2inst Gern?ny.

8. The !':lili t?rJT p"rso:!lnol :;Jr8scnt contri"outed. -".clc.i tic:l."..l ir:forn-"tio:!l ::lIla.

points of view to insur,) victorious r·33u1ts" ~iI)L'. Y~rs~".l vc~ ::-:10;:-.1,01'2: "'.nd.

Gcnerc·.l yon Fritsch outlinucl cort~h1 <\.srects cf th" str,~n-:th of thr: Frc,nch

Army E'.n~ of tIl(? CzocJ::.oslov<'kipn fortific".tions vIl:ich '1(,u1~~ pr(>sun t :::if:f'iculties.

Gen·3rel Fritsch rt f,.lrro:~ to e. st'J'::.y he 1tlP.S contoJmplptin-: for c".rryir.;:: :.ut

opor?tions e.,;~"inat CZ8choslovskip. ,,,1 th spuci-"l consiicr"'.tion cf thA cor,cJ.Ucst of

r0~ucin~ or ~b~ndonin; the Germ~:!l si1it~ry u:!lC:~r p-ki:!l~.

9. In the li~ht of this (iSC'1S8ion of ho\'! '?nl '1Jh,:n '}orL:?n ?rr!pI.1tmt vl0111d

of the Nazi rO.2:ine. j,uRtri", ;:l.rd CZ(:,cftoslov".ki" v·i8:'.'(' to 'he "'.ccuirO·.l OJT fcrCG.

They woul.i provide>. livinp: roor:: p.l:d inprovt) G,>,rJ:l".nyl S :'1ili t"ry position for

f t~ op~r"tl'ons T~0 actionq t~k0n hy the ~Dzi =0 7 imA ":!le i+.s <>~,~_n..ts inur -,tel' ".. -' , -
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The Gorm:tn :Iir:h Cqrnr..'\nd he'd. p'(;vio1.1.s1:r considnrcd pr.:<TP.::-?tion3 Ar;?inst

Austri~. The Top Secrot Qiroctiv8 of 2~ ~ln8 1937 of tr.p Reich MiniRter for

in t!lO eVf;nt of h·,r rdst(,ri::-~~ tto Mor.;=.rc:hyll. C-·l]5, Iliroctiv8 ;3~ Jun~~ 1337 from

the Rt.ich Mi:r..i star for 1!"'r"n~l C.::.nr:.-".n-iar-in-Chi.:::! ci" the Ar:nnd. ~(jrc::s, Gstpbli s11-

This p1<=<.n provic:'0d. t1'.,·t tb.G rD.arch into .r".ust:::i'" ".Iould. rc"'k.' :lse of t::e

domestic political 0..ivisions of t1'c Austri;:>n pco:ole ~mc:' \I.'oulcl ho r;'''~~c in t:-'e

.e;enorp..l direction cf Vicmnp. to ·brcp.k rcoistFmcG.

The possibility of w~r in t~o ev~nt of p.n RttOFptAd r~stor~tion of tho

Hapsbur~ Mone.rchy 'lle.s not a purely tr.eorotic"'.l exerci so, fer ":,hero ""'.S "l.

ler;itimist movement in P_ustri" qne'. t"'", pc'SSibi1ity of P. rOGtor"!.tion h":' b00n

det-?i1ed p1f''.l1s "'ere clr."'.fto:: for t~e nrop.c'.cr possi;)i1i t7{ of wpr ,>li th AUf.ltri;'.,

followin;~ the mcetin<>: \-;,f 5 :~'.:v·.:l1l:' ,r 1937. G·on"r"'.l JocU I s Di "r~; n':::'k,s th<'.t in

1938 the 8.im of Gerrr.?.l1 :policy """'.8 th0 nlirdne.tion of Austrip. -"'.n.:'. C7\lchos1o,"?ki:J.,

General Jodl.

It is not.:3wcrt1:y th~'.t Ar:J)P.<':8R'':~or Bu1litt in sop'r"'.te conv,'rs-"'tions }:1cl:"

\':i t:r.. d0fenclp.nts Sch.'.cht~.nd Go'orin': in NOVGD1.:er I 1937 I fo 11o;.: inr; tho conforenco

Austria. Gocrin~ furt~er ~d~ed th~t trnre could J8 no :in~l solution of tho

Sudeten-G:Jrm-o.n question other the.n inclusion in th\~ Rr ic~. L-151, Dispi'·.tch

1937.

str'-'.tions, i1lG~A.l M0(~tin:"8 <>.nC. [lots, is p.lflc n,.~t .. )d. in Gen,'r"'.l Joc'.l's Di".ry

which rofers to the unc~orT.1inin/~ of J\.ust.riA.' S '.<'ill to r'Jsist 'ty prnssurc on th,'?-

l~ovornmont -<:lS '!ti('ll 2.8 prope·?:,mdao..nc'. fifth column p.cti'ti +,y. 17~'p=-?S, Jotl l s
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Finall?, in ?,n ;"tterr:pt to -'!,ll(~vi".tp t"e pressure, C~?,nc(>llor SCh'-lschni2;~

Gorm=>.ny "'.t Bercht"s<:;-',0..cn. Th.,' officip,l com".mi lUP. of t1':',ifl conf<Jrnnce is ceo.lm.

lG:;, }io. 21a. It st".t0S th:~t the unoffici-"'.l i:1cotin o' \\1"'.8 C~,USGc.. 'by t~e Dutu:..l

desire to c1e.rif;y b;y p~~rson?l ccnvt3rsctiOrl8 tYlO qUGstions rr)l?,tin:>: to the rele,tion' .1
ship betv.rGiJn :.r,2 1_~.,rt1an E<3ich ",ncl Austri::>.. All questions ''''ere ::iscus~GC'. ?n1

'b,3t 'cen tl:o tFO countri8s ~nc. contri":1ut., to Luoy,-::>n p8"'C,'l. r::~c COI:u::U:liquc lists

"'.mon,,: those :9rosont Schuschni ";Z "'.n:' hi s Fort'i-!,:1 i(inist"r Schnic', t, Hi tl.-'r "'nc~ his

issue::!. 'hy t.he Aus tri?n Go',-crnLcnt.

But in f "ct t'1(" conf·:?r0!lCI' \'I",S "'- ven' unusu~l "'nc. h"'rsh ont\. Gr8"',t cor.-

concessions 're cont::>in~~ in

comJ"'lunic,ue ?nnounco.i " r00rt::"1.ni~?,ticn of th.:) l".u,tri<-n C"binnt. incluG..in"" most

si nific;tntly qppointmont cf :".e:!:',·ac'.pnt Sqrss-InQu"'rt to t}1p posi. t ion cf Einist,:,r'

politic.?l q,~n,)st~' to 2\"2i8 cc.nvictLc, of criwos. T'llo c~Pys l~t,)r p.noth·-r con-

Such ccnces~ions ~ere ont?ined only by t~e ~prylic"'tion of ~r0~t stress

in:; th.:; ectu-=.l 1'i o;hts of Austri,=n ...h.tic"Fl Soci"'_lists in •.1.1stri eo., 18 ?()bru"'1'~'

'?nd p1'essu1'd. )hen von P"'pen c::>,lh~ci. on SchuschnL:,:: l;.te1' in t'1e month on the

FS, Official G('rm2.n fOnd .tl.ustri,;n comr.!11nic;u8 conccrn-C8s3ion \F s c..ivul':~~6..

occP.sion of his i'::J.rtin..~ vi!'\i t, ;.nc.. his c"..ap·'1'ture from 1 ien~~,. he rcfcrrac:. to

1938. DokuDonte ~er Dcutschon Politik. VI, 1, p. 12e, No. 21~.

the widely spre"'d opinion th,t Schuschni~:: 1""c'c ~ct!)d. in 3.~rchtes~"1.clon uncleI'

Ch<>ncellor h"c. <>,htg,ys h;.c. fre.'"'::'0~ of :l.ccision. Sc}1,uSC1':'ni'7~ renliec'. th<-t he h~d

definitely 'been unG.er stron~ ;,'8nt~1 pr,-,s lrc. "',:.C;, th·t 1- e 1-.P"d. r.1"'.d.e not'?s on

his confic:.ontial t"lk ,'it:!1 ~itl()r to ~)rovo it ;-n:'. hI') st;-t,"d t"·t if 'bn h=d net
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And if .8.rlbe.ss.'Jelor von P8.p.:m for cliploffi!".tic purpose.s st:>.to·::' th?t th ~r<3

~ad been no prcssnrG excrcisec.. th::>.t CLay, Gen::lral Joe:l, ....rri tin·~ ?n 2.ccount of

c'\lrrent events in his c:.iary, W?s rr:orQ c::>_rdid. H8 roports th\3 f::>.ct th~t. in

adel.i tion to the cirp.ffic".tis person?e list8c. in th" cO~:l!jtmi,'ue, Gener::>.ls Keitel,

Reichenau ~ne.. Sperrlo 2.ttende~ t~e conf~rencG, ~nc t~at Schuschni~~ and Schmidt

were put under the hG~riest politic3.1 and milit~ry yressurc ~ofor8 Schuschni~~

6i~ned the me~0randum. 1780-PS, DiRry of Gonerq,l Joil, entri0s for 11 to 12

Feoruary 1938.

Moreover, the pressure di~ net cease en th~t ~~y, fer tho si~nature ny

Chancellor Schuschni~~ qt 3ercht8s~aden did n~t constitute qcticn Jy the Austrian

Fec.eral GoverILT:lent. Action 1)y ;Fresie.ent ~1ikl"l.s r.f Austri8. W'3.S "I.lso required.

And. so, as is netee: in Jc.il' s c'.ie.ry fer 13 Fol::ru<>.ry 1938, Gennra1s Roi tel "':l:~

J oc.l ?nd j~ir":.l Canp.ri s were inf(,rmcd (.f Hi tler' s c.re.8rs to ke,)p u~ t~.8

mili t?ry pressure ?~;?inst ~J.1.lstri2. l'y prntenc~in.': mil1. t'3.!'y measures until tho 15th

cf the mvnth. Prvposp,ls fur this ieceptive p..cticn worD prep"'.rl~·l <one:. su'bffii ttec.

by phone to Hitler fr;r appr(,v::>.l p.n:~. the imprcssLn Gf serious Gerr:,an mili tary

preparatiuns W2.S crCJq,to':~ in .li.ustria until thG Austrip.n G::vernD8nt issu(Jd its

ccmmunique. l780-PS, Dip.ry of Gent'r".l Jr.,d.1, untries cf 13 Fobrue.ry pn.:-" l-:i:

February 1938.

In execution of those ore.ers, tho OKVl suhr.-.i tt"c. prcpcsi tions t r.; Hi t10r

rog2.rQin~ the Austrian c~mpciGn. The s?re~c.ins of fqlse ~ut crodible rumvrs

W3.S proposed. Thore wer8 tv be c?r·'iod out by ::>,,<onts (V-:nen) in Austri8., by

Customs Offici~ls on the nord8r ::>nd ny ccnmorci8.1 tr~ve1erso F::>ke br0q~c~sts

were to be ordered. 1775-PS, Propositions to Hitler hy mn-l d::;,t,~(~ 1"'; 1?1nrU?ry

1938. This c.ocumGnt contains Judl's hand-written remqrks stptin~ t~::;,t Capt~.in

Eborhp-rc.t h~d sont the inform~ticn by tolep~one, th::>t the Fuhr0.r ?ccepted ~ll

points in the memorRndum, and that this information WqS in turn p~ssed en ~y

telephone to Admiral Canaris in }~icb.

V. EV~"1nts Culminatin::; in t:-tC:1 Germe-.n InvpsionL12 K::>.rch 1938.

a. Seyss-Inqu<>.rt' s Pesi tion.

The day after his '?}jpdntm·3nt "'-s ?..finistcr of the Int(~ri:..'r Seyss-Inqu<>.rt

flow to Berlin for a conference .lith Eit12r. 2~84-PS, GorE?n cor:muniq~G of the

visit of Seyss-Inquart, Dokuw0nt~ dol' doutschon Politix, VI, 1, p. 128, :'0. 2lc.

AS is noted by Dr. Rainer, S8yss-Inqu~rt was now in ~ kdy positicn ~d w~s in
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the centor of ?-ll political ~ctions. The N~zi F?rty h~~ ~Gn ~ leg~l b~se in the

GOVGrnmcnt, perci ttin.o: a. p"trA.lysis of tho Guyernmo::1t pt ?,n p.ppropriEctG time.

8l2-1'S, Report vf Re.iner to Buereke1, 6 Jul~r 1939.

3. Schuschnif-~::::'s Plebisei te ""ne.. the PrG.9~rA.ti(ns cf the Ge:'m~.n and

Austri~n ~zti0n~1 S0ci~lists.

On Marer.. 9, 1938, thrco 11l30ks =:"t'3r Se~,..ss-Inqu".rt had 'teen uut in che.re;e

of tho police and. W2.S in 2. posi tion to ci.ir<:3ct t.hi3ir h?n::'lin,2' of the }Ip.ticnal

Socialists in AURtria, thrc0. wooks pft.:;r th,.:. U8zis lJo-;:1.n to exploit their new

pr8sti-:-:e anc:. pcsition ',.rith its portent of furthGr victories, Schuschnip',~ made

p.n import~nt a::1n~uncemcnt.

Hitler :r..~d ma~e ~ speech to the Roichst~~ on ?~hr~ary 20, ~n~ Schuschni~:

had m~c~e one on Fe"bruary 22. Von P".pen compl<>inod of Scr.uschnir-:-:' s spc,'ch p.nd

compl~in0d indeed of Scmlschni~~'s d~c1e..r~tion of indepnnconce, st~tin~ t~~t it

overshadowe~ tho rcferencc to the Germ"nic missions of .~stria.. l5~4-PS, von

Papan's notos on visit with Sc~uschni ~, 26 Febur~ry 1938. On t~e slim b~sis

that the sfeech h.".a. beEn the S1..l.'bjeet of c.iseussio::1 in tho French P<trli0..mC'nt,

von Pe.pen tOt. cccp-sion to \'/2.rn th::t an .hustri,m ind.epenience supportecL by .

French ".nd. Czech crutches voul:1. b,) u::1bei'.r A.blc for Gerrr.=ny <".neL eoulcl endp.ngcr

the ne\'l1y-conCllc.od. pe".ce. l54~-PS. Me::..nwhilo Germany's 'h.::.nilin,:: of its

foreign policy A.nd tr.e world. si tU"l.tion hp.cl in f"'ct left .b-ustri~ "rithout rCl'l.l

possibili ty of ou tsic.e support. 2385--PS, Messersmith Affid'wit of 30 Auo.:ust

1945, pE'.ssim; 1760-PS, 14essersmi th AfL'ic~".vit of 28 h.Uf:ust 1945, p. 47.

On M".rch 9, 1938, Schuschni~'? ~nncunced ti::->.t ro \'!oulc: hclct a plc'lbisci to

throu hout Austria tl:<3 fo1lowin,,,: Sund.ay, ~".rch 13, 1938. T!lE' question '11"oS:

IIAre you for ".n ind.epcmdent ~nd soci~l, "l. C""risti~n, Gormpn p-Di unitec'. lIustri"l.?"

A lI yes " -:::.ns Jor to this question "''1.S c.-:rt?inly cornp?ti1;le \dth ~he "J:rH>mcnt made

by the Germ<>.n Government mp.18 ':Jy tho Germp.n GOiTcrnn~nt on 11 J~~ly 10 36. a:r..::

carriec. for'NP..rd ?.t BerchtG8t:;'.d8n on 12 F:3Dru~ry 1932. Moreovor I 1',8 inclicP.tcd

-9.bcve, one of thn Nazi dem·<>n':.s <".s (;,~tlincc. 'hy C<>.pt"in LoopoJ.c. h.=cd. lon.:; boen for

~ plebiscite on t~e qUQstion c: L::1schluss. 1750-PS, citC1d supr? (point I,E,3).
•

But ha Ncozis e,p~Hrent1y ".pprcci.~.tocl the lik:e1iho0~l Jf a etron".:; lI y8s 11 vote on

the question ani resent0~ tho possioility of S1~ch ~ vote of c~nfidonce in the

Schuschnigg Govornment. In ?ny c.~so, Eo s I..)Vents sh:.)\'/od, thoy took tr~is occasion

to overturn the Austrip.n C',-ov,Jrnment. 8l2-PS, Re::;art of GF.ulei t,~r B?inor to

Reichskommissar Buerckol, 6 July 1939.
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AlthoulSh the plebiscite was not A.nnc:'u.p..coc', u.r.til t?;.: c;vcmb.-· of 9 .{"i"Cfl,

"11 l' for".,.,t~on s-rv~"" -'.:>r'v t""t T"\rr"~n'" At "". M.••,·r't·; .... - cf'. th.:>. .b.ustrign~ ege. :l.n ..."" -'- C -,-~l.'~.~" n·. . .. ~ _.-'- •. ' -'-.,

declp!re.tion by Seyss-Inqu<>;rt to Scl:usc~::1i~-?7, <='.n:'.. to r."N\~ Soys~4-I:'..ouc,.rt n,~:,:otiPl.t(.!

with the Govcrntlnnt until c::'oar instructions "'.THl or::'...,rs vTorR rGcl~iv,:cl. fr0r.l the'

Accor~.inf;ly, Scyss-.InquA.rt f'.r.d.. Ra.innr prop".ro::i. "'. lc,t <;01' to Sc}msc}-.ni~p."

anci. a. flown h;y r:.:'o1_~ccniY.: to Eitler on thc' p.ftnrnoon of 9 j~"rc}1

1938. Seyss-Inl,uqrt v'C'nt thrClJJ':!1 th·) form of ne·~oti"'.tions vii th t:;] G-ovr:rr..::r;nt

until instructicns \\',,1'.' rcceiv()c. from th() Fuhrer, \-/h"111 he stC"':1"P(':~. t~r' ne.otiA.-

Th~ fGro~oin~ stct~~ants

all conti".ined in 8l2-PS, Report frc~ R~.iner to BUI)rckol, 6 Ju1;y 1~3:j<

Hi t1er c..:t0rnin(~c.. tIFt h8 ',oul:::' not C~UJltcn".nce tt-:ltJ Schllsc~ni --;0 , pl,-:1:'isci te.

He c.::>.11ec'. Goorin~, 'tcr.orc.l R0icho~lau and. Austripn Ninist~r Gl".iscJ-5crst, n:::'~l to

air forces wp.s crd.8r2e~ .• Soc 17£0:·1'S, Joc~l Di?ry, cmtry of 10 M;-·.rch 1938.

Hitler! s diroctivG for Op\,r2.tio:J. Otto q,s:nr:-:noc:. C!.u tics to tht') "rr.y 2.nd e.ir

1938. He st?t~d l:is mix0d pclitic~l ~nd milit=ry intentions:

"(1) If otter JTlcosures pi~OVG usoloss, ny int~:ntions "'.1''3 to inv<.:~8

Austrip. with c,rmod forces to est".1:':'is:J. consti tutbn:ol conc~Hions

and to prevent further outr=s8s ~~~~nst the pro-German p0r-ul~.ti0n.
* )/( )I( * .( ;( *' .;c

"(5) Tho "bel::p.viour cf t"'l8 trcc~s must ?'ive the ir.1prcssi·:m trt'Ot ';,d d.o
not want to W~~8 WFr ~~~inst our j~lstripn br0t~ors. It is in our
inter,;st th;:.t tr.8 ",hcl(~ o:.)er.<>..tions shq,ll ~e C2.rTit'c. out "rithQut ?n;,"
violenco but in th8 forn of "'. pcp.coful entry /,C\lcc::lecc b~r theDo~ul,.·ti..;l1.

Therefore, ."'-:ly provoce.tion is to bc avci·:1o:'... If, "-:;1'!I")VOr, r·2si~;t'.nco

is off.]red. it mast be broken rut1'~l,:-:ssl:: wi th "r;:1od fore,:). II

This diroctivo ""as initi<>,locl b;,.- G0n.)re.1s JccU "ni Keit'l. 0-102, I,ir:->ctiv.:

of the Supreme HL~l: Oomm?,nc of the) j;'rm8cl FurC,3s, 11 ~:"..rch 1938.

General Joe'Ll issued. con il!1pler.:Jntin~:; c"tirecti,r,:; which provid"i ='.S fJllcws:

"If Czuchoslove.ki"'n troops or nili ti't uni t3 ;-r11 ,mcount.:;r8cl in
.:.ustria, they are tv 'b.J r,),,;?rccod ~.s hostile.

liThe It:: 1i=ns ?l'O ,,·v'~Q"(::0r'J to 1)0 tr""'.tcc. -".S frinnc'.s 0spcci311y
EtS -lJ!ssolini h'?s :'0cl.".l'''1G. r..i! ,self uni!ltGr,-'st·:~d. in tho) soluticn of

. the .Austri:?Jl '~estion."

0-103, Speci21 Instructions ~l, Diractive, II M~rch 1938.

Reiner 1 s report cf 6 July, 1939, 0utlin0s the 0YOnts :of 11 I~~rch '.S they
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were seon by the llustrien Ne.tion~.l Sooi<>lists. On Fric.",.y r.!orninc, Gl<dse-

Horsten?u ~rrivod in Vien~~ from his visit with tho ~~ror in Eerlinn After

a te.lk with S0J--ss-In0ur>rt, they went to seo Ch"!loGl:::'or Sc):.usc:hni.e:r; w:i.th '1. demand

for cpnoell2.ticn of the plebisoi te. At first t~-:() :Pl'Cpcs.<>.J ';!".s rejectec. p.nd

On the bpsis of inst.ructions orous>t by Gl!".ise-Horst,c"'>n"u, P. toln£'r"'.n to the

Fuhrer o,"llinl; for help "'9.S p:":'Jpp.recl ,<>.nel Soyss-ln':-'.1p.rt "'.n:reoi ~1 th Rp.iner to

send it P.t 3:00 porn. unless ne\'!S of success "rp.8 soonor received fron "'. o?"hinct

session 02.11ed ty Scnuschn:i.-<:;,; for 2:00 p.m. At 2:30 p.m. Seyss-Inoup.rt "'.dvised

th?t Schuschnir;.:; h.o-.d not been <=>.IJlo to t"'.ko the pressure .<tnd h<>.c1. postponed the

p1ebisci te..8l2-·PS, Report of Re.iner to Bucrckel, 6 July 1939 ~

Th..; pressure appliod. 'Dy those (;rr.issP.ries of the Germ~ms "I~.S intensified 'by

tho news av~il~'blG froD ~hnicho Thus the kmeric~n Consul telG~r"phed to bis

Er.io".ssy:

"Troop I:love!!lents .':.ncl mo'biliz<>.tions of resorvists p.nd p.utoIT!0bilos
.;oins on 9.11 nL;;hta Jl.ctivo troops appp.rently Dovin; tow",rd Austria. II

L-291, Tolo:.;rPJ.; 109, Ar.:;.lric?n Er.io:>,ssy Borlin, to Secrotpry of St=te.

Schuschni';L': pcstponed tho plo'biLci te lmt rofusecl tc sch.;c'..ule p. no\"

plebiscite unier different con~itions, ~s dem~ndGd. This inform~tion was

ppssed on to the Reich Ch'-"ncellcry qnc. "'lord '1'11.8 roceivec. throu;:;h Gearin.c:: th",t

Schuscb1.ir:;f'; rr.ust rosi·:n. ScysG·-In(~u=-.rt pp.sse~. on t~~.t infc r::lp..t ion , Schuschnige;

r8si.;;ned. Pl'ns '.Ter,'3 m<'.G.8 fer l'3cisl"l.tive me".surGS to be t-"ken by SOylO's ..Inqup.rt

as Ch~ncellor when it doveloped th~t Prop.ident Mikl·'s w~s r8fusin~ ~o ~ppoint

Seyss··In0u".rt ?S C'tp.ncellcr. \'lorcl w~s rec,;iv'Jd fro!:'! t~e Germr·m Emb"'.ssy the"G

the) FlJ,h:::'or oxpoct<Jc~ the ost"'.1:lishl;1ent of ? Go-.rernnl<nt under Seyss.Inqull::,t 'by

- 7:30 p.o. or troops would cross the hord0r gt 8:00 p.m. This word w~s passed

'. - on to ~j.klp.s who cen t~.nu(;d ne:e:oti<>tions for the cro<ttion of ~ ,:>ro~d DP.sed

Government p.nd. off0r·,d the position of Vico ..·Ch".ncollor to Scyss-Inqu?rt. This

was r-.:fusod by Seyss-Inqu~rt ".nc~ n" :oti . tions \-:ere c"rriod on '.';i th ,""rious people I

includin~ GuLlo Sc:JJdc'.t, Glpiso-Horstunau, Lt. Genc'r".l Huff, I.filite.ryAtt p.ch0 in

the Gorr..?n Enbassy in Vi,mn<>., ,7 ncl S:::> l~r..lpp,mfuhr ..-,r KCTplc'r, who h-:J. ~.rrivee. in

the mCP.nwhilo. At 7: 30 p.D. 1'-1ikl c 8 h' d still l'\ fns ..'..'. to "ppoin't, S0ysS-·1nc1u",.rt.

Under r>.rr ni;cments r~?cl.e ['Jr "cho AlL,tr'i.':'.n N?tioi1pl Soci~'list lop,c"ors, tho SA ::>.nd

tho SS occupiod. ,,,:overnment bui lc:in;;;s ~ nc1 impcrtp.nt posi tiO:1S in VioCl.na "'ftGr
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8:00 p.m. At 8:30 p.m. orCL01's i.'/,~re sont to 0,11 tr~8 i1l8;~o,1 N?zi Gp_ulcit0rs of

r
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AustriA. to t"'.kc over power in tho ei<2:ht G"'J.lS "Ii th tre help of tr.e SS "'.n:1 SA

and to st~te th?l.t this qction w~s t~kGn on the 01'101' of Ch~noel1cr Soyss-In~u~rto

812-PS, Report of G~uleiter R~in2r to RcichkoD~iss~r Buorckol, 6 July 193~o

As for pretexts fer invc.sion ·c"'.scd on c:.isordor in ..~ustri"'., sor.:e -:rcundwork h':Cd

been laid in Eerlin, for ex~mple, in new6p~Fers ~epcrtin,~ of Conmu~i6t demonstr?l.-

tions for Schuschni~~. L-291, supr~o

At 7:45 p.m. thE.t 0veniu<; Chancellor Sc:husc"'ni~,;(; t'lo.ie a r?cUo "'n:lcuncemcmt

recounting the evonts of the Q?y, ~ssorting th~t cl~ims of disorder p~c vio~~nce

in ~stria wero his fro~ A to Z, 2nd. inforning t~e Austrie~ people t~~t he W?S

resigning because of "l.n ultim';.tun received fron the Germ"'.n Government that it

would invade Austria unless a satisf~ctory governmont were appointo~. The text

of this address is SGt forth in L-·281, Telegr<'m 64 fro::1 .Ar:10rice.n LOi;?tiol1 in

Vienna to the Secret?ry of St".te, Q::>.tecl M".rch 11, 19380

Volume VI, 1, of the Dckum0nte cer doutschen Politik sets forth the text of

the te18.g'ra:'l from Se~'ss-Inquprt to Hitler ".skin£; the Gcrm?n '+ovcrn::lont to send

troops into Austri~ to restore pQ~ce ~nd order. 2463-~S, Dokuncnte del' dGutechon

Politik, pe~e 13~, No. 23b.

E. The Or~er to Invpdc k~striR.

In :Berlin t !>.t 8: 45 p.m., Hi tIer sivnod <1.n orc.er, ir.i tiqllcd 'by Gen<·r"l.l

Jodl, orclering th3 inT\:>.sion of Austria in vie"l of its f"'.ilure to cODply't:ith

tho Germ?n ultim2tum. The dir0ctive ree.cl:

"The c..eme..nds of tho Germe.n ultim:'l.tum to the Au,~tri<>,n r::ovor!Unont
havo not been fulfilloio

liTho Austrian ."-rnec. Forces h?ve been orclor<:ld to ",i th~lr"'.\'l in front
of the entry of GorD-'\n troops "'nd to ·woid fic:htin,,;o ~he -,,,ustrip,l1
Government h~s CO"" S0c:. to function of its own 1',OCOi'0.•

liTo ""'void further blooG.snod in Aus trLm to...ms, th'3 entry of tho
Germ~n Arned. 1!'orcus into lI.ustri?. will cOr.Jr.iencc, .""ccor~.in?: to d.irective
No o 1, ~t (aybrc9z on 12~3.

III OX1)oct th0 But olJj0ctivos' to be rU"'.cho-7., 1'y ('xortin::: :~ll force)s
to the full,'.s quickly as possiblo. 1I

C-182. DirectivG, 11 IvI;:.rch 1938 I p.t 204:5 Hours, fro!:, Supr0:no COlT.!!' nd.al' of tho

.hrmod ForcGs.

Hitlvr ~lso sont ~ l~ttGr to Musso1ini on t~e Gvcnin~ of M~rch 11 to inform

Musso1ini of the decision. He st-",ted th:ot 1<.ustri"'. ho.t'. '1rwn doc1ininG~ into

<>.nA.rchy anc., III h<>vc decid.ed to recst"'hlish or(lGr in my F-"l.ther1<>.nd. order -"l.nd

tr~n~uillity, and to ~ivo to tho ~cpulpr will the possibility of settlins its
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c·.ct. fF.te in un!:li6tf'~:'!.~le f?s'='icn oponly .en:'.. by its own c'.'3cision. 1I :gc st<-..tec.

t'='..:ct ttis \-:"".S • nly 9.n "'.et of self-c.afcnsc, -th-".-I:. he ::i.?d. no ..ostil.! i:ltcmtions

to\·JF..rd It".l;r. 2510-PS, DO::C'J.r.:0~:te {.G!" d.~utsct,~n ?cli i:':, VI, 1, P"'';;; 135, ·0. 2..J:.a.

In en,b.:>.rkia:; upon ti'lis US0 of G"'rm?n troops, Hitler w-'" s obviously eoncerned

ovor ...efu.ssolini 1 s possiele '='.osti:"G re"'.ction. Teo J.et:er W~8 intenc\.ed to "vert

?ny such re:'l.ction "'nd \\'es c:i s:9-"..tc'lc.:l proI:1ptly 'o~r COll:.- ier, delivered throu-Th the

Germ~n lJ.!":l'opssRdor =,-t Romco vlhcn ~Ii tlc!" leA.rnGcl th"t 1'-':usl'\oJ.in:l would not tr:o..ke

p.ny hostilo p.ction, he <1;r pt8fully tologr!'1.ph,~d him fron Linz, Austri?: 1IM:'Ussolini,

I \-Jill novel' foraot yc,u for this ll
• 2·~67· ·PS, D0kuDGntG c.or c.eutschen Poli tik,

VI, p"'.sc 145, No. 29.

F. The ii.ppointI:1t'lnt of SI3:'C~s-:L.noU"l.!t, as-9)?"'lc,l)].lqr.

Fine.lly, l' tl:; in t~e e1rrminc: of 1>1"'rer 1J., Fr,:~i:i(mt ~n:l"'.s ?~pointn0,

S,:;ys8-1nou,;;.rt 80S Chpncc>llor. T':.o !""'.a.io <>.nnounccm.~nt of S,::,yss·-Inau"'rt 1 S :-.p,oint

ncnt \\1<>.S ::.::=(1..8 P.t 11:15 p.rl. 2'~65-!;S, Doku~,mt,' c.Gr dcutsc.1',,\!'. F01itik, VI, 1,

p".;?:u 137, TO. 232... This vorsion of the ...ustri=m r"'.:~io :>nnour.c~~n~ent, p.s he"'.rd

in GcrrFny, st-?tGS th~'.t t~':.is ".PP0int!!l~mt \'J"'.S Til"'.:::e under t.ho prossnro of th·:)

intDrna1 p01itic~1 situ~tion ~n::: for thc purpcsG of m~intpn~~cG of po~ce and

ordor. Ibid. The r-"d.io e.nnOU!lCC'tK1l1t "..6 he"..rd in t.he J...!!",eric;'.n Lor.:~.tion in

Viannp., st?tod t:"..':.t this ?}.plintr.:,:mt \'J~.s ...p..d0 under the ?rC3SUre of forcir~

poli tic"'.1 rch'.tiClns::ip ?ni thd t'hr .',,,-t of th:) Eili tp..ry cccup"'.+·ion of tho countryo

L-293 , telPf,;r?i.: 68 •.Amcrice.n L,~ -;?tion in Vienna to Seeret='.ry of St· t,). 12 M?rc~

1938.

VI. The 1n7",sion e..ni J...".:JsCirntion of Austrip_<

A. The 1nvqr.ion ·nd I~8ii<>te Events: Control of j~l~tri~ in Fqct.

In pceord"ncG wit1".. tho directhre of -,p.rch 11 (C·_·182), tr;: Gcrr::,on }rr:.y

crossed the klstri~n ~or{or ~t d?ybro~k, 12 ~rrcr lq38. ~it!0r iB~le~ B

procl"D"'.tion to t~o Ger::J.p.n }:ooplo "'2mo'lnei~1.c: tho inv"'sion "nd. purportin.~ t.o

justify the inv"'sion. ~.C.-47, :Jokl1!!lei1te 0.er doutsehon Po1itik, VI, p. 1·~O.

No. 27. T"'e 3ritish Goycrnr.:ent :ond th~ Fr.-mer.. GovsrnI:1·...nt filAd protests.. TO

Protost cf the British ~ovornr.cnt to GerD"'ny on h"'rcr. into 1.uRtriq.

The GQrl':'q: Govornrl('Ut "0':' tnc J'11.s-I:.ri".u ':'~"'.ticu'.l S~)('i:>:ists 8 "iftly securcd

thoir ~rip on Austri~. Seyns-Inq,u"_rt 1·'~lco!:le=l Hi t13r <>.t Linz ,:ond. they both

exprossed. their 'oy OVt")r 0' ,:uts of tl:..;.~ Ci.~~/. ScysE\-In<ju"rt in his speech

dDcl?rGd .h.rticle 88 of t}:e Tr'Y'.ty of St. Ger::.:-:..in inopcr:ti 'e. 2:·85PS, Spoech
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"I

,
of Seyss-1neluart, Linz, 12 Harch 1938, Do~mmonto '101' d.outschon rolitik, VI,

1, p. 144, No. 28~.

At the seJ!le time th::,t th('3s8 gen0rE'.li ties were bei:1,r.: expressed, numerous

German bombers were flyirw.; ovor Vienna dropping le'1.flets: lI"Natiol1P.l Socip.list

Germany greots its possession Natiol1~l Socialist ~ustria ~nd its new p,overnment

in true indivisible union ll • The SoS. and S,A. hp.d. t"k0n con'tirol in Vion:ta

and the Police wore swastika~rl':l bano,s. 1-,292, Tolc~rp.J!1 70, Americf'_'1. Le~qtion

Vienna to Secretary of State, 12 M~rch 1938. Tho troops had crossed the border

and in three days 100,000 Gernqn troops, includir~ mochpnized corps, wero in

Austria, 30,000 of them in VLmne.. L-·254:! TelegrpJ!l 8"1 I Amoric"tn L,.'~Fl.tion

Vienna to Secretqry of Stpte, 14 March 1938.

B. St0tutes of. Cop.solid'3.t~.9n: Control of ;.lwtrip. in L"'.w.

The 18.\'l-rn?kine; mp,chinn W<lS put to work on t.ho t~.sk of consolid.".tion.
I
? Mikl".s was c".used to rGsi~n -"8 Frcsiclont. 2:166-PS , Dokurn811t(~ dol' d,mtschc3!l

Poli tik, VI I 1, p. 147, lvo. 30b.. Sc~'ss-Inqu.'3.rt 1)ec9.mo both Ch".ncGllor '-'.nd

President. He then si~ne~ ~ Foder~1 Ccnstitutional Law of March 13, 1938,

for the Reunion of Austria with the Ger~an Reich, which in turn ~l~S incorpor~ted

into tho Reich St~tuto of Rounion pFtssod the sarno day. FS, Rdchc;osdz'b12.tt I

)

1938 I I I p. 237 I no. 21. This Foa.t're.l Consti tu tional L".w clec1?rcd. .hustrip.

to bc ,'" province of the GorD"'.n Roich.

By t>..nnGxinc; Aust1'iFi into tho Germen R\3ich, J-crElPny viol,oted J.rticl," 80

of the Treaty of Vers~illos, which proviQGs:

IIGermany acknowled.-'Sos ~md will respect the independonce of Jlustri">
wi thin the frontier \vhich may be fixed in ". trl3?ty botwoon th1.t
St~te "l.nd t'be principle 1.lliGd. ?nd. LSGoci'='.tl3d P01tJ("lrs I s1~G "'. ::1'08::1
th'.'.t this indopenclenco shall 1)0 in~lien8.'blo, * * *11

Simil".rly thl3 Lustrie.n "'.etion violptod. l~rticle 88 of the'! Tr,~"ty of St.

Gerrnein, \vhich provide s:

Ili.rticlo 88. Tho indol),'ndcnce of .oiustriA. is in"_lienah.10 ot1'0rwise
than with tha consent of the Council of tho L8~~~e of Nations. Con
sequently l.ustri~ undort?kes in tho ~bsencG of tho CO!lsont af'the
sP.id Council to abst=-.in from ~.ny !'Ict which mL?'ht directly or
indirectly or by any moe.ns whe.tovor compromise "r'2r independonce,
pe_rticu19rly, ::>.Ile: until rhH ".clmission to l!1<J:n'lcrship of tho Loa~":L1.e

of Nations I b;;/ pc'rticipp.tic'n in tho aff<-.irs of O1notr0r POll1or ll
•

This bn.sic consti tutiol1"'.l l'?w provic'.od for P. plul1isci to to 1)0 hold on

10 April 1938 on the question Jf reunion. But thi:?, \\T::'S ? r:;oro forp~.lit;;r. Tho

plebisci to could only cQnfirn tho union. It coulc~ not undo G':J1'l!lP.n~l'S union

with and control over Austria. To illustr,,:,te the way in which 10<=;2.1 consolidq-

tion we.s SWiftly assured, undor conditions of OCcupp..tion of J,.uf1trie_ 'by troops,
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it is not necessary to co norn t~:>n review some of tne st~tutcs P~SS0~ within

the month. Hi tIer plecGd tho 1.ustri:>.n Fcier.>.l .b.r;n~r unc1.rc'r his con:.l~nc.. ?ncL

required. all ;nen"bers of the _I!,.rr::y to t":.ke "'.n o!"th cf 2.11e::;i".n08 to Hi t1c!' P.S

their Supreno Co~~~n~ero PS, Instruction of the ~l~ror "'ni Reich C~"ncel10r,

concernin~ the .b.ustripn FedGr~l Army, M~rch 13, ~938? DO~~l~cnt,0 der deutschen

Poli tik, VI, 1, p. 1500 Public officials of th" ?rovi:tce of J',ul=ltria !ore

rocuirecl. to t3ko 8.n oath of of-fico sWG"'rinp-; ol;ediencE' to Hit1or9 Fuhr,r of

t"e %rr.vn Reich p.nd Peopla; J(~\,ril=lh officiA.lG f ::>.8 dnfinc'0.., were not perDi ttec..

to take tte o~th. PS, Decree of Tho Fu.hrnr ".n1 R., ich Ch"'.ncellor concornin.;;

t.0 .n.dninistr?tioCl. of 0: th to tr:e Of::ici".1s 0: tn') Province of ~·~ustriA., M".rch

15, 1938, R0ich.~es.;t~bl".tt, 19~~8, I, p. 245, l~o .. 24.

Hit10r '?ne.. Frick si.~nec. a c..eerc8 .:>.pp1yinc:; to ,L'1stri", v?rious Reich 1?\-IS,

ine1uc',in;3 the l"'..w of 1933 e.,:;p.inst form::..tion of nGW liF'.rties ?ncl tho 1933 lA.\.,

for the: presor\re.tion of unity of pe.rtjo· '3.n0.. st?to. PS, First Lecree of the

Fuhrer and Reic~ Chp.ncellor concernin~ tho intr01uction of Ger;n~~ R0ich L~~ into

Austrip., 15 i:>.rch 1938, R0icr'·'~R0tzb1att, 19~'3, I, p. 2-~7, .?o. 25. Eit18r,

Frick ~nd Goorin! ordoref thpt tho Reich Kinister of tho I~torior ~o tho cDntr~l

~uthori ty for C':'.rr;iin:: out the r011nion of Austri~ 1;.'i th t'bc Gorr.:"'n Reich. PS,

Od.er pursuP_llt to t1".e La'.~ concdrnL1f" tho R:mnion of Austri!>. with the GerT.l:::l..n

Reioh, ~2.rch 16, 1932, Roich.,:c' (3,-:tz") 1" tt , 1938, I, -p_ 2';9, ;ro" 25.

In conn2.ction :,.i ~h i}ern?,ny's extDnsi '.TO :rrorp·~pnJ.". cp~pp.i.~n to G'Ilsurc

e.ec(~J:\tability of the' G'-'lrr:lp.n re.:.;i:.:e, it 1:1";)0- l)c notec. th"t Go,:;-:'hels ostpbli<hoc.

? RGich Prop1:v:;anC:."1. Office in Vi.:mnp.• PS, Ordor concornin~ the Est"blish-

nent of :> R~ic:r ?rop"~"T'C_P. Office in Vionne. 'ferch 31, 1938, P'oicho:c(,;0tzb1"tt,

1938, I, p. 350, Eo. ·~6 .. Thp h"_llot, "'_c~c.rcg8ed to solc.il:rs of t~" former

~.ustrip..n Army:. s lIGcruv.n sol'::.icr ll , =.8:':eC. 'cha otr~rs .rll'th,='r ,hJy ~7.T0ed wi th

the II e.ccomp1ishmunt II :>..n0.. II r "'.tifice.tion ll on !4:-.rch 13, 1938, of th.3 reuni tint;

of Austri3. \;'ith Ger;n?.ny. 1659-1'5, Second Orc:.er Concornin,z Pl(1)isci t·;) ::>nd

Election for thG Gr0?t clr Gor::l::>n Roichst-:=..;; of 2-11v>rc'1':. 1938, Roich!8sCtzl)1~tt,

19:38, I, p. 303. The .f>;roundwork w..>.s fully l<=io. vofcrc t:1Q holdin:; of the

plcbisci ttl IIfor Gcrm?n ;:len '-'..11C. '1!c,m,:m of .r_'J.stri"'.lI ~rcr:.isc0.. in the b"'.sic ll?..w of

March 13.

c. The Impor.t~on~~Lof -"mstria in Further A~·:..'T8ssionl';.

GermA.nyJ s dcsire to consur:lm~'.tc: tho J.nschluss wi th hlstrip I :>.ne.. its

c.otormine.tion to cxecu tG th:;>t ::>.ir: in thr: wPy p.nd "t tho tine th·-·t it did
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(with throp.t of milit~ry force, QUickly, ~nd despite political risks), w~s duo

to the importe.nce of Austrie. in its further pl-~.ns of p."!.,rossion. The conference

held November 5, 1937, plp,nnin:.; for ~..a:,,:rossive l.H<r in Europe, outlinet 9.S

objectives in Austrie tho conruGst of foo~, throu~~ expulsion of ~ million

people, and the effectivo incre~se in fi~htins strGn~th in p~rt through the

improvement in frontier.386-?S, cited ~bove.

j\_ustri~ ;)rielclcd m2tori!:'.1 resources. Jmcl morGOVt~r shG provided roe.dy c·'sh,

t~en from tha Jews ~~d fro~ the Austri~n Government. Ono of the first ord8rs

pe.8secl e..fter the .£~nschluss we.s 'in order sil?;n8d by Hitler, Frick, Schworin von

Krosigk ~nd Schacht, for the tr~nsfGr to the RGich of tho ~sscts of the Austrian

Nat ionR.l Ban-'\{. PS, Ordor for the Trq,nsfer of tho Austri~n Nation~l Bank

to the RoichsbA.nk, Hp.rch 17, J.938 , Reich.:o:csotz'blo.tt) 1938, I, p. 25c:,:, No ~ 27.

Austrie. yield.cd hur.lan resourcos. Three months '-"ftor ';,nschluss, t'h..er,,~ 'W".s

enacted a decreo requirint?; tho 21-y,c8.r old mon to r.?port for p.ct,iva Dilit"'.ry

service. 1660-FS, Docrt")G re,.~p.riin[~ I';:3~istr"'.tion for "'.ctivo r.~ilit,:;,ry serViCl) in

·Austtia durin~ 1938, Reich~8s0tzblatt, 1938, I, p. 63~.

And the acquisition of Austria improved the milit8.ry str~tosic position

he revie\ved the si tU".tion in 1938. He pointed out tbat tho AU.strian Ansc'11uss

brought not only the fulfilment of ~n ol~ n~tion~l ~im but (1) roin:orcod

Gl~rmEmyts fightinp.; stronl?;th ?.no. (2) G::>,turip.lly irJprovod. its str·- tec-;ic posi tion.

Previously CzechoslovElkia he.d projocted in a mene.cine; wP.y into Germ'mY9 n;oin7,

in the direction of j'r~nce ".nd provicUnt:; a possiblG!:'.ir b;>.S(~ for Russi""... N~\v

Czechoslovakia herself W?S oncloscd b;y pincers. Its posi tion \\'P.S so unf::>vor<>.ble

the.t it was bound. to f,,,ll 'bofore <-l visorous <>.tt2.ck befora 2.ic. could <I.rrive •

•L-172 ,Lecture (I.clivGrod. "by Genor"'.l J vell, Chi,:)f of tho Gen"r<tl St::>.ff of the

. Armod Forces', on 7 Novembl3r 19·~3, -".t Y!Uzlic1;" to the G"ulcitcrs.
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Tho foro.?;oinJ::; ovidoaCG p1.:-.in1Jr est::>.blishos thq,t th·.' 1,'fcnClpnts in thdr

conspir2.cy, cnd. p:>.rticu1R.1'1y t>.rou:;h the ?.CtiOllS of cert".in c.ofGno.'?nts p.nd

conspir2.tors, did tho follo\"lin:; i110;p.1 thinf;s:

1. They offoctoci. the .~lstrian Ar-sch1uss, a political am~lg~Dation of

Germp.ny and ./I.c:.stria, in ccntr"'.vl.mtion of tho Treo.ty of VC'rs~.illes.

2. ~hey took action oy ~iro~t q,nd indir~ct mG~ns to interf0=e in the

interne.l poffairB of 'mother country, i.e. Allstri?, j.n ordor to u:l.G.ermine '?nd

oVElrturn th~ Government of thc?t cQuntl'Y p.noi clc],)r):v8 it. of i +,S sov('lrei.=;nty p.nd

independence. ThG~r used e.s ono 0-: t'1.oir p.<::ents for th·?.t purpose dof,mdp.nt von

Fqpen, an accreci.itod ciiplomatic rerrescntativot Suc~ i:l.tGrfe~ence ~nd sub~

ve~sive o.ctivity '.'las in viol;>.ticm of inturnation:>.l l~'.\tl. It WA.S in violc:tion

of Hitler 1 s ''''-SS'.1r?ncc in his speech of ~J!".;;r 21, 1935, 3.nd of tho Gerrn'"'.n Governr.1enl 1 s

solemn promise rnC'.do public tn "bre Austro~·German. Accord of 11 J111y 19~)6.

3. To ?ccomplish the ilL~g.!'\.l purposes S(1t forth in C1p.use 2, thoy prop.:>.rod

fo~ and thre:>.tened mili t.'.ry i.nvasion ?-.ud we.r I ::lnd t!icy in f~.ct set tho invo.sion

in motion by military commanQ when thoir den~~d3 for the cll~n~e in the AU8tri2~

Government.desirod by then hed not boon satisfied.

4.. They dici. e.n th('l furo;cin.;c :='.0 e.. p?rt of their purpose to procure

m~+'Gri,,-l and hump..n r3S0UrCGiiI, ~nd to improv0 thoi~ rd1i te..ry str:>.tef:;ic posi tion,

all i:.1 further:>.ncl0 of thoir intentions to W"'.":8 ::>', '~rossivo ;.prs i:.1 Europe.
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