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PLUNDER OF ART TREASURES. = !

) A Section of Indictment.

The sections of:the Indictment
which this brief supports are

COUNT ONE - THE COMMON PLAN OR CONSPIRACY
Paragraph 1

Page 3
and

SUBSECTION IV G - WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES AGAINST

HUMANITY COMMITTED IN THE COURSE OF EXECUTING THE

CONSPIRACY FOR WHICH THE CONSPIRATORS JARE RESPONSIBLE
Paragraph 1

{ rage 10
and

COUNT THREE - W.iR CRIMES

SUBSECTION E - PLUNDER OF PUBLIC & PRIV.ATE PROFERTY
Subparegraph 3
Page 19

and

Subparagraph 1
Page 20

end

Subparagreph 2
Pages 21 & 22




 B,' LEGAL REFERINCES.
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2.

Charter - ,rticle 6 gb):

"W.R CRIMES: neamely, violation of the
laws of customs of war. Such vio-
lations shall includs, but not be
limited to, murder, ill-treatment or
deportation to slave lebor or for eny
other purpose of civilian population
of or in occupied territory, murder or
ill-treatment of prisoners of war or
persons on the seas, 'killing of
hostages, plunder of public or private
property, wenton destruction of cities,
towns or villesges, or devastation not
justified by militery necessity.”

'Hague Regulations, 1907:

«Iticle 46
*Femily honour and rights, the lives of
persons, and private property, as well

es religious convictions and practice,
must be respected.

Privete property cannot be confiscated."
article 47

"Pillage is formelly forbidden."
article 56

“The property of municipelities, that of

institutions dedicated to religion,
charity and education, the arts and

sciences, even when Stete property, shall

be treated as private property.

41l seizure of, destruction or wilful
damage done to institutions of this
character, historic monuments, works of
art and science, is forbidden, and
should be mede the subject of legal
proceedings."
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Ce Statement of Evidencs.

l. Einsatzstab Rosenberg.

8e Formetion, Purpose, Powers.

On 29 Jenuary 1940 Hitler issued a

decree in the following terms:
“The 'Hohe Schule!' is supposed to become
the center for national-socialistic ideological
" end educetional research, It will be estab-
lished after the conclusion of the war. I
order that the already initiated preparations
be continued by Reichsleiter Alfred ROSENBERG,
especially in the way of research and the
setting up of the library.
All sections of Perty and state are
requested to cooperate with him in this tesk.”

136-P3, Certified copy of Hitler order,
29 Jan 1940.

What begen as a project for the establishment of
a research library developed into a project for the
seizure of cultural treasures (141-PS. Certified
copy of Goering order, dated 5 Nov 1940). On
1 Merch 1942 Hitler issued a decree in which he
esserted that Jews, Freemasons, and affilisted
opponents of National socialism are the authors of
the War against the Reich and thet the systematic
spirituel battle against them is a military
necessity. The decree thereupon euthorized
ROSENBERG to search libraries, archives, lodges,
and cultural establishments, to seize relevant
material from these establishments as well as
cultural treassures which were the proﬁerty or in
the possession of Jews, which were ownerless, or
the origin of which could not be clearly esteb-
lished. The decree directed the cooperation of
the Wehrmacht High Commend and indicated that
ROSENBERG's cctivities in the West were to be
conducted in his Eapacity as Reichsleiter end in the

Eest in his capacity as Reichsminister.

149-PS. Certified copy of Hitler order,
= 1 Mar 1042.
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'{ Lammsrs, Reichsminister end Chief of
| Chancellory, directed to the ﬂHigheat Reich
Authorities and the Services direetly subordinate
to the Fuehfer."' The letter reciterated the terms
of the Hitler decree and requested support of the
Reich authorities in ROSENBERG's fulfillment of
his task.

154-pS. Photostatic copy of Hitler order,
5 July 1942. Lammers' signeture,

i b. Scope of Activities.

[ ROSENBERG's activities in the ful-
fillment of the above decrees were extended, in the
West, to France (138-PS. Certified copy of Keitel
order, 17 Sep 1940), Belgium (139-PS. Certified
copy of order of Reineke, Chief of the General Dept.
of OKW, 10 Qaet 1940), the Netherlands (140-PS.
Certified copy of Reineke order, 30 Oct 1940),
Luxembourg (137-PS. Certified copy of Keitel

order, 5 Jul 1940), Norway and Denmerk (159-PS.

Copy of message, 6 Jun 1944. Initiclled Utikel).

In the East activities were carried out through-
out the Occupied Eastern Territories (153-PS. Cert-
ified copy of Rosenberg order, 27 Apr 1942) including
the Baltic states and the Ukraine (151-PS. Certified
copy of Rosenberg order, 7 Apr 1942), as well as in
Hungary (158-PS. Copy of message, 1 June 1944,
Initielled Utikal), Greece (1l71-PS. Ooriginal
letter, 12 July 1943 end copy of report attached,
Signed Wunder), and Jugoslavia (071-PS. Copy of
Rosenberg letter to Bormenn, 18 Jun 1940).

The function of the ROSENBERG Orgenizotion

meterials specified in the original Hitler Order
(171-PS, supra), but the seizure of private art
treasures (1015b-PS. Copy of report, Oct 1940 -

. Jul 1944), public art treasures (055-FS. Copy of

E A

included not only the seizure of books and scientific.
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report, 12 gép 1944), and hOusehéld»fﬁrnishings}
(L-188. Copy of report, Von Behr to Rosenberg,
8 Aug 1944).

"

Ce Cooperating Agencies,

On 5 July 1940 KEITEL (Chief of the
OKW) informed the Chief of the Army High Command
(OKH) end the Chief of the Armed Forces in The
Netherlands that the Fuehrer had ordered that
ROSENBERG's suggestion be followed to the effect
that certein libraries and archives, chancellories

of high church authorities, and lodges be searched

for documents valuable to Germany or indicating . }f
politicel meneuvers directed egainst Germeny and  }§
that such material be seized. The letter further \ﬁﬁ;
states thet Hitler had ordered the é%&pprt of the “?é
Gestapo and thet the Chief of the Sipo (Security \ Eﬁ
Police) 8S-Gruppenfuehrer Heydrich, has been ;ﬁ;
informed end will communicate with the competent - gﬁﬂ
militery commenders (137-P3, supra). ;ﬁﬁ
KEITEL issued & further order to the Chief of

the OKH, France, on 17 September 1940, providing: 'Eg
“The ownership status before the war fﬁ?

in France, prior to the declaration of war b

on 1 September 1939, shall be the criterion. 4
Ownership transfers to the French state 28

or similar trensfers completed after this o

date are irrelevant and legally invalid (for .
example, Polish and Slovak libraries in e
Paris, posscessions of the Palais ROTHSCHILD' K

or other ownerless Jewish possessions). gt

Reservations regerding search, seizure and .
transportetion to Germeny on the basis of the i
above reasons will not be recognized,
Reichsleiter ROSENBERG and/or his deputy
Reichshauptstellenleiter EBEZRT has received
clear instructions from the Fuehrer personzlly
governing the right of seizure; he is
entitled to transport to Germany cultural
goods which eppear valuable to him and to b
safeguard them there, The Fuehrer has e
reserved for himself the decision as to their s
use., e
It is requested that the services in
question be informed correspondingly.” (138-PS, o
supra). e




| "The ' &b 9«_ o order “was e:xtend.ed’ Bqlgiwn' on g il
_,'10 Ootober 1940\6159~P3, supra), and en identical |
order wes issued by the Chief of the O_KH to tpe o
Armed Forces Commander in The Netherlends on-?
17 September 1940 (140-P3, supra). f nf&

Hitler's order of 1 March 1942 states:

"Directions for carrying out this order
in cooperation with the Wehrmecht will be
"~ issued by the Chief of the Wehrmacht High

Commend in agreement with Reichsleiter

Roscenberg." (149-Ps, supra).

Dr. Lemmers' order of 5 July 1942 declared that
the Chief of the OKH, inegreement with KEITEL, would
issue regulations governing the cooperation with the _g
Wehrmacht end the Police Services for assistance in
maeking seizures, (154-P3, supra).

An official of the ROSENBERG Ministry for the
Occupied Eest declared the Wehrmacht to be one of the
primary agencieé engaged in removing art treasures
from Russia,

1107-P3. Copy of internal memo, Rosenberg
—  Ministry, 17 Mcy 1944. Initi-

alled Milwe-gchroeder, Ministry
officicl.

Cooperation of the SS end the SD is indicated
by ROSENBERG in & lotter to BORMANN, 23 April 1941:

e "eeoeossseelIt is understood thet the con-
e fiscatlions are not executed by the regional
g8 | authoritics but thet this is conducted by

the Security Service es well as by the
policessesessessit has been communicated to
me in writing by a Gauleiter, that the chief
office of the Reich Security (RSHA) of the

33 has claimed the following from the library
of e monasteryi....." (071-PS, supra).

The above letter also points out that there hes

been

MeessevesssClose cooperntion on the widest
scale with the Security sService and the
military commanders.....

This affair (Operations in Salonika)
has already been executed on our side with

the Security Service (SD) in the most loyal
fashion.”

The National Socialist Party financed the

operations of the Einsatzstab.

=
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090-Ps. Letter Rosenberg tolscﬁﬁarz,
- 28 Jan 1941, copy initislled
. "sch, :

345-p3. Photostatic copy of order from
Rosenberg. Rosenberg's
signature. 20 Aug 1941.

In a letter to GOERING, dated 18 June 1942, ROSENBERG

voiced the opinion that all art objects and other
confiscated items should belong to the Nationél
Socialist Party because the Party has been bedring
the brunt of the battle against the persons and
forces from whom this property was teken.

1118-PS. Copy of letter, Rosenberg to
Goering, 18 June 1942.

d. Cooperation of Hermann GOERING.

On 5 November 1940, GOERING issued an
order specifying the distribution to be mede of art
objects brought to the Louvre. The order lists as
second in priority of disposition, "Those art
objects which serve to the completion of the Reichs-
marshalts collection”" and states that the objects
will "be packed and shipped to Germany with the
assistance of the Luftwaffe." (141-PS, supra).

On 1 May 1941 GOERING issued an order to all
Party, State and Wehrmacht Services requesting them:

Meesseessesto give all possible support and
assistance to the Chief of Staff of Reichs-
leiter ROSENBERG's Staff, Reichshauptstellen-
leiter Party Comrade UTIKAL, and his deputy
DRK-Feldfuehrer Party Comrade von BEHR, in
the discherge of their duties. The above-
mentioned persons are requested to report to
me on their work, perticularly on any
difficulties that might arise.”

144-P3. Photostatic copy of Goering order,
1 lMay 1941. Goering's signature.

On 30 May 1942, GOZRING claimed credit for the
success of the Einsntzstabs

M. esesssessOn the other hand I also support
personally the work of your Einsatzstab
wherever I can do so, and a great part of
the seized cultural goods can be accounted
for because I was able to assist the
Einsatzstab by my organizations.”

1015i-PS. Photostatic copy of letter
Goering to Rosenberg, 30 May
1942, Goering's signature.
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| Method of Operation.

i

The staff of the Einsatzstab ROSENBERG
seized not only "euvauccnsd” er' treasures but also
seized treasures wihich had teen hidden or in the
custody of depots ol' warehouses, including ert treas-
ures theat wefe alreedy packed for shipment to Amerilca.
(1015b-P3, supra).

Robart 8§chol.z, Chief of the Special Steff for
Pictorial Art described the thoroughness with which
the Einsatzstab conducted investigetions and

seizures: 2

" eeessssssThese scizures were carried out on
" thé basdis of preliminery exhaustive investi-
gations into the address lists of the French
Police authorities, on the basis of Jewish
hendbooks, warehouse inventories and order
books of French shipping firms as well as on
the basis of French ert and collection
catalogues.
", ess.The seizure of ownerless Jewish
works of art has grodually extended over the
whole French territory.” (1015b-PS, supra).

In the East members of ROSENBERG'S staff operated
directly behind the front in close cooperstion with

the infentry.

035-P3. Original report, 26 Qct 1943,
Utikals signature,

Von Behr in a progress report dated 8 August
1944 described the method of seizing household fur-

nishings:

"The confiscaetion of Jewish homes was
effeoted in most ceases in such & way that
the so--enlll ¢d confiscation officials went
fiom Louse Lc house wien no records were
availaebls or the addresses of Jews who had
departed or fled, as wes the case for
example, in Paris..ssseec:..Taey drew up
inventories of thesc homes and subsequently
sealed théMecasvices

Thoe goods cro dispatched first, to
large ccllecting camps from where they cre
turnad over, sortcd out end loaded for
Germeny.

eesc WOTK shocs wers ustablished for
cebinct-makkers, wetchmakars. IN0CLAKGTS,
electricinas, radio experts, Turriers, ete.
All incoming goods were diligently sorted
out and thosc not rcady for use were
repnired, loreover specinl boxes were
dispatched for the use of special tradeSeeess
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For the sorting ‘out of - the éonfiscated
furniture and goods on the invisible assemhly
line end for the packing and loading, ex-
clusive use was made of interned Jews.
Because of its experience as to confiscation,
as to working systems within the cemps, send
g8s to transportation, the Qffice wWest was
able to reorganize their entire working
system and thus to succeed in providing for
the use in Germany even things which appeared
to be valueless such as scrap paper, rags,
salvege, etc....." (L-188, supra).

3 Nature, Extent and Valua of
Property seized, ‘:_ &

'Books,.hanuscripts] Docu- ]f?

ments and Incunabula. i

A report on the library of the "Hohe Schule" R
prepared by Dr. Wunder lists the most significant .%E

book collections belonging to the library and con-
fiscated by the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter ROSENBERG

in accordance with the orders of the Fuehrer, as

follows:
Alliance Israelite Universelle ApproxX. 40,000 Vvols,
Ecole Rabbinique o 10,000 ¥ -
Federation de Societe des

Juifs de Frence " 4,000 "
Lipschuetz Bookstore, Paris " 20,000 =
Rothschild Femily, Peris " 28,000 "
Rosenthaliana, Amstcrdam " 20,000 7
Sefardischen Jewish Commun-

ity, Amsterdam " 25,000 *
Occupied Eastern Territories o 280,000 "
Jewish Community, Greece i 10,000 "
"Special Actioh”, Rhineland o 5,000 "
Other sources " 100,000 "

" 552,000 "

171-PS, supra

An undated report on the activities of the
Einsatzstab Working Group, Netberlands, lists Masonic
Lodges and other organizations whose libraries and
erchives have been seized. The report states that 470
ceses of books had eclready been packed and reports
materiels seized from 92 separate lodegss of the "Droit
Humein®, the “Crcot Cosien”, the TTOCF" and the
"Rotary Club". An cdditionel 776 s2cses containing

approximately 160,000 volumes were seized from the




't 1ty

il "Infern&tiong;‘xnsfitute for gociel History" st

Amsterdem. An additionel 170 cases were selzed
from the "Theosophischen gSociety" and other
orgenizations. |

The report states that the value of the ebove
works is between thirty and forty million Reichs-~
nmerks. Additidnal mzterials to be derived from
other sources, including 100,000 volumes from the
"Rosenthalianea" collection, zre estimeted to have
a velue of three times that of the above, or an
additionel ninety to one hundred-twenty million
Reichsmerks., The estimeted overall velue is thus
between 120 end 160 million Reichsmerks,

176-P3. Original report, undated.
Signed Schimmer,

Household Furnishings.

The entire furniture seizure action, known as
"Action M", 1s summerized in e report of Von Behr,
Chief of the Office West, doted 8 August 1944. The
report furnishes the following statistics on

ragsults up to 1 July 1944:

Jewish homes confiscated 71,619
Loading capacity required 1,079,373 cu ms.
Reilroed cars required 26,984
Toreign currency end e
sccurities confiscated 11,695,516 RM
Scrap metal, scrap paper, -
end textiles dispatched 5,191,352 kgnms.

The report goes on to list in detail, the number
of boxes of miscellaneous items seized, including
china. (199 boxes), curtains (72 boxes), coat
hengers (120 boxes), toys (99 boxes), bottles
(730 boxes), etc. The report concludes with an
itemized statement of the number of wegons dis-
patched to various cities throughout Germeny, to
German camps, to SS Division, the Gormén state

Railways, the Postal, sService, and the Police.
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(1-186, supra).

in the Testern Territoriss, Robert sSchoelz reported

as follows:

by the Germans, 300 paintings of 'est Europecn
mnsters snd Ukreiniaon printeors rnd 25 valusble
Ukrainien crrpots mostly from the Charcow museun,

were pocked ~nd shipped by the Einsatzstab.

strff Director Utikel accounts for the removzl of

the following materinrls:

of 131 crscs containing: 10,186 books, the catelogue
of the "BEest" library, ert folios, samples of
nogezines, Bolshevist plctures, and Bolshevist films.,

Utik-sl also states:

Works of Art (East).

With reference to the work of the Zinsatzstadb

"In the course of the evacuation of
the territory soveral hundred rnost valu-
eble Russian ikons, severel hundred
Russien peintings of the 18th and 19th
centuries, individusl erticles of
furniture and furniture from castles
were seved in cooperetion with the
individuel Army Groups, cnd brought to
a shelter in the Reich.” (1015b-PsS, supre).

In August 1943, just prior to the loss of Chcrcow

707-P3. Originel lecttoers, Junc-0ct 1943.
Signed 33-Lt Col Sicvers.

Roporting on the withdrawcl from the Ukreine,

From the Museum of Art ot Chrrcows

UKkreininn peintings 96

lostorn Europcan printings 185 5
food ccrvings end etchings 18 ol
Corpets and tapestries 25 g

From the Ukrainisn muscun in Kiev:

Textiles of &£ll sorts.

Collection of wvalucble embreidery
patterns.

Collection of broerdcs.

Munerous iteris of wood, ctc.

In ~ddition Utiknl reports shipment of e total

"Moreover cn essenticl part of the
pre-historic rnuseun was transported
awey." (035-P3, supra),

w0
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' Another report on the shipment of works of art
from the Ukreine, deted 12 September 1944, indicates
the value of the contents of 85 chests of art

objects:

"There are & great meny of the oldest
icons, works of femous masters of the Germen,
Dutch and Italien schools of the 16th, 17th
and 18th centuries, as well &s works of the
bost Russian artists of the 18th and 19th
centurics. On the whole, the contents

e include the most veluecble works of the known

B Ukrainian art possession, which in themselves
3 represent e value of neny millions efter a

T cursory eppraisel™ (055-P3, supre).

%i; dtteched to tho cbove report is-a detailed inventory
59 listing hundreds of individuel objcots.

Additional evidence as to the extent of

ek i S

meterisl seized in Kiev is found in & secret note,
deecling with measures teken prior to the Russian

G Occupation, dated 17 Juno 1944. The note reports

the teking of matorinls from museuns, archives,
institutions, ete, during the cutumn of 1943 on

the order of the Einsctzstab end of the Reichs-
comriissar. During October there werce sent to the
Reich 40 roilwey trucks corrying mostly goods belong-
ing to the Central Rosearch Institute of the Ukraine.
The report concludes with the statement that when the
Soviets entered the town nothing of value was left.

1109-PS. Originel note, 17 June 1944.
Signed Dr. Ullman.

On 28 geptember 1941, the General Cormissar for
Whitc Ruthenia reported the seizure of ert treasurecs
in the areea of Minsk, destined for Konigsberg cond
Linz. The value of these confiscations was stated to
enount to millions of narks.

1099~-PS. Original letter Kutz to Rosenberg,

28 Sep 1941, Signed Kutz, General
Commissar White Rutheniea.
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Works of Art (wWest).

The Robert Scholz report (1015b-PS, supra)
declared that:
"During the period from Marfh 1941

to July 1944, the Specisl staff for
Pictorisl irt brought into the Reich:

29 large shipments including L
137 fra%ght cars with &

4,174 cases of art works." |

The report states that e total of 21,903 art

objects of 211 types hove been counted and inventoried,

S

and states:

"With this scientific inventory of a
rneterial unique in its scope and importence
and of a value hitherto unknown to art
research, the Special gtaff for Pictorisl
4Art has ¢conducted & work important to the
entire field of art. This inventory work
will form the basis of en cll-Inclusive o
scientific catalog in which should be g
recorded history, scope end scientiric e
and political significence of this 5
historically unique ort seizure.”

s o bR
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The following is a summery of the inventory
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attached to the report:

Paintings 10,890
Plastics 583
Furniture 2,477
Textiles : 583
Hend-made art objects 5,825 .
East asiatic objects 1,286 |13
Aantiquities 259 Joss

=Syl oier g

Total: 21,903 B

The report states that the above figures will

be increased since seizures in the West are not yet
coripleted and it has not been possible to make a | &

scientific inventory of part of the seized

Ly L =

A

objects because of the lack of experts.

As early as 28 January 1941, Rosenberg stated
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with reference to properties seized in France alone:

".oeeesssesthe value involved will come
close to a billion Reichsmarks.”

090P3. Copy of letter, Rosenberg to
Party Treasurer Schwarz,
28 Jan 1941.
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Scholz, ih his report on activities from March
1941 to July 1944, expresses thc value of the
seizures as followss

; "The extreaordinary artistic end material
3. value o the seized art works cannot be
e expressed in figures. The paintings, period
fg furniture of the 17th and 18th Centunes, the
A Gobelins, the antiques and renaissance

e Jewelry of the ROTHSCHILD's are objects of

3 such & unique character that their evaluation
%" is impossible, since no comparable values

i have so far appeared on the art market.

pi= & short report, moreover, can only hint
at the artistic worth of the collections.
Among the seized paintings, pastels and
drawings there are several hundred works of
the first quality, masterpieces of FTuropean
art, which could take first place in any
museun. Included therein arc absolutely
eauthenticated signed works of REMBR.ANDT, van
RIJN, RUBENS, Frans HALS, Wermeer vean DELFT,
VELASQUEZ, MURILLO, GOY.., Sebastieno del
PTIOMBO, Palma VECCHIO, etc.

gﬂ 0f first importance among the seized
g paintings are the works of the famous French
f. painters of the 18th Century, with master-

pieces of BOUCHER, W.TTE.U, RIG.UD,
L.RGIEZLLIERE, R.TTLER, FR.GON..RD, D..TIR,
D.NLOUX end de TROY.

This collection can compare with those of
the best European ruseuris. It includes many
works of the foremost French nasters, who up
to now have been only inadequately represented
im the best German riuseums., Very inmportant

it L . 3] 2 ok TN e -
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24 also is the representation of masterpieccs of
5 the Dutch painters of the 17th and 18th

& Centuries. First of all should be mentioned
‘s the works of van DYCK, Saloman and Jacob

< RUISD.AL, WOUVERM XM, TERBORCH, Jan WEENIX,

L Gabriel METSU, ..drian van OST..DE, David

b TENIZRS, Pieter de HOOCH, Willem ven der

%ﬁ Of foremost importance also are the

represented works of English painting of the
18th and early 19th centuries, with master-
pleces of REYNOLDS, ROMNEY, and G..INSBOROUGH.
CR.INLCH and .}MBERGER, anong the German nasters,
should be nmentioned.

The collection of French furniture of the
17th and 18th centuries is perhaps even nore
highly to be evaluated. This contains
hundreds of the best preserved and, for the
most part, signed works of the best known
cabinet-makers from the period between LOUILS
XIV to LOUIS XVI. Since German cabinet-
makers played an important part in this golden
age of French cabinetry, now recognized for
the first time in the field of art, this
collection is of paramount importance.
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The collection of Gobelins and Persian
tapestries contains numerous world-famous
objects., The collection of handicraft works
and the ROTHSCHEILD collection of renaissance
jewelry 1s veaeluable beyond comparison.”
(1015b-PS, supra).

The report refers to 25 portfolios of pictures L
e
of the most valuable works of the art collsctions 7
seized in the West, which portfolios were presented i
e
to the Fuehrer. 10 additionel portfolios are 8
stated to be attached to the report and additional L
portfolios are said to be in preparation. 39 ?ﬁ'
leatherbound volumes prepared by the Einsatzstab i
.'_l
contain photographs of paintings, textiles, %
furniture, candelabra, and numerous other objeccts jj
of art and illustrate the magnitude and value of .
the collection made by Einsatzsteb ROSENBERG. y
g522-23. 3% wvolumes cf' photographs g}
""""" © prepared by *Iinsaivzstab B
Reicnsleiter Rosenberg'). - 8
o
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The General Gouvernement.

a. Confiscatory Laws and Decrees.

In October 1939 GOERING issued a verbal order

to Dr. Muehluann asking him to undertake the immediate
g securing of all Polisii art treasures.

o 1709-PS. Copy of report of Special Delegate
. for Airt Ceizures, July 1943.

'On 15 November 1939, Hans IRalx, Governor
General for the Occupied fulisi Territories, 1issued a
decree oroviding in part:

"Article 1 - 1. All zovaule and station-
ary property of the Former Polish State .....
will be sequestered for the purpose of secur-
ing all manner of public valuables.”

1773-2>S5. P 1, Decree. Das Recht des General-
gouvernenents., Y

On 16 Decenmber 193¢, FRANI issued a decree

R R S SRR

providing in part:
TArticle.l. - All art objects in public
! possession in the General Gouverneaent will be
¥ confisceted for the fulfillient of public tasks 3
/5 of co.unon interest inscfar as it has not al- e
Wb ready been seized uncer the decree on the con- 2
3, fiscation of the wealth of the foraer Polish .
) State in tie General Gouverneaent of 15 Novem- g

ber 1939 (Verordnungsblatt GGP, p 37).

S
A _n_-‘('_-_

Aprticle 2., - With the exception of art col-

%; lectioiis and art objects which were the pro-
%; perty oI the former Polish State, art objects
& will be considered as owned by the public:

l. private art collections whici have been
taken under protection by the special
co.uuissioner for the seuzure and safe-
keeping of tie art and cultural trea-
sures,

2. all ecclesiastical art sroperty with
the exception of those objects required
for the daily performance of liturgic

: actions.

Article 3. - 1. 1In order to determine
whether art objects are public pbroperty in the
sense of this regulation, every private and :
ecclesiastical art possession has to be regis- 1
tered with exact data oa the kind, nature and ¢
nwiber of pieces,

2. Lveryone wiio possessed or a4t the sres-
ent time 1s in Jossession of or else is en=- o
titied ©o aisjose oi suci objects of art since :
15 iarcii 1939, is oulized to rezister the $
same." (1l773-PS, supra, » 3). 4

In order to implenent the above decree, the 2

following registration decree was issued in the name

w FE
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of the Governor Geheral by Dr; Muéhimannj’Spedialfne

uty for the Securing of Art Treasures:

fArticle 2. - 1. Objects of artistic,
cultural-hisorical and nistorical value which
origosnate froa the tine before 1850, have to
be registered.

2. Tne registration in-
cludes the following:

a) paintings

b) sculpture

¢) products of handicraft (for in=-
stance antique furniture, china-
ware, glass, goldea and silver
objects, Gobelins, rugs, em-
broideries, lacework, paramente,
ete) .

d) drawings, engravings, woodcuts,
ete.

e) rare manuscripts, musical aanusc=
ripts, autogranshs, book-paintings,
miniatures, Jrints, covers, etc.

f) weajons, armors, etc.

g) coins, medals, seals, etc.

3. HRegZardiug the art objects
mentioned in section 2, detailed information
has to be given if possible, on the master, the
tine of production, the contents of the repre-
sentation, measurements and aaterial (for
iistance, wood, canvas, bronze, ete.)" (1773-PS,
supra, p 4).

The seizures authorized by the above dGecrees
ripened into coufiscation and assuamption of ownership
by the General Gouvernenent, on 24 September 1940 with
the issuance of the following decree by FRANK:

"Article 1l. - The property sequestered on
the basis of Apticle 1, section 1 of the decree
on the confiscation of the wealth of the former
Polish Btate within the General Gouvernement
of 15 November 1939 (Verordnungsblatt GGP, page .
37) will be transferred to the ownership of
the General Gouverneaent." (1773-PS, supra, p 2).
Heinrich Hiaxaler, as ‘Reichscoanissioner for

the Strenztheninz of Germanian™ issued an ‘urzent decree"®
to the regional officers of the Secret Police in the
Annexed Eastern Territories znd the Co.w:anders of Se=-
curity Service in Krakau (Charkow), Radom, arsaw and
Lublin. The decree, dated 1 Deceaber 1939, was cir-
culated on 18 Lece:mber 1939, the same date as the pro-
pulgation of tihe Gecree of Dr. Muehlmann, above re-
ferred tO. Tae Hialer decrce contains admiuistrative

directions for execution of tae Art Seizure programf
u N
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Original 'Himmler decree, 1 Dec 1939.
Himnler s official seal,

R-143,

b. Purpose of Ayt Seizures. L

The purpose of the Seizure ~Program is indicated
in thé aforementioned Himmler decree: ‘
HI

"1, To strengthen Germanism in the
defense of the Reich all articles mentioned

i ity R i s R S (T L g
R N NS I - L P Y Ed oy e -

fi in Section II of this decree are hereby con-
x4 fiscated. This agzplies to all articles
Bt located in the territories annexed by the
e Fuhrer's and Heich Chancellor's decree of
12/10/39, and the General Government for the
e - Occupied Polish Territories. Lhey are con-
Ef Tiscated for the benefit of the German Reich ¥
5t and are at the disposal of the Reich Comnis- 8
ot sioner for the Strensthening of Geruanism .... 4
v
;_' A1l confiscations made before this decree
. by authorities of the Reich Fuehrer SS and the i
i Chief of Geruan Polige and the Reich Commis-— -3
iR sioner for the Strengthening of Geraanism are g
P hereby confirmed. They are to be regarded as 5
5. made for the benefit of the German wseici and b
& ere at the disposal cf the Reich Comamissioner 4
@j for the Strengthening of Germanism." (R-143, 4§
s supra), %
The methodical nature of the Art Seizure Pro- i
gram, and the existence of a general policy of con- |
| ?:
fiscation of art reasures is indicated in Section V i
4
of Hiummler's decree: &

“In due course the usual guestionnaires for
cataloguing confiscated articles are to be sent
to the Chief Custodian sast.”

The intention to enrich-Germany by the seizures
rather than to merely orotect the seized objects is :
indicated in a report by Dr. Hans Posse, Director of R
the Dresden State ficture Gallery:

"I was able to gain some xnowledge on the
publi¢ and private collections as well as
clerical property in Cracow and “arsaw. It
is true that we cannot hope too much to enrich o
ourselves froa the acquisition of great Apt o
works, of paintings and sculbtures, with the a
exception of the Veit-Stoss altar and the pla-
tes of nans Von wulmbach in the Church of
Maria in Cracow .,..., and several other works
from the National .juseuid 1N WaAYrSaW .....%

1600-28. Copy of report by Lr. Poose, undated.,
- I8 -
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The avowed purpose of the art treasure

seizures was -the promulgation of German Culture through-

out the Occupied Zast:
"esnsss the result is put down in the cata-
logue, together with reproductions, and this
is a definite proof of the penetration of the.
Tast by the German Cultural urge.”
1253-PS. Original printed catalogue, undated,

c. Nature, Ixtent and Value of froperty Seized.

Virtually the entire art possession of Poland,
private as well as Jjublic, was seized by the Gegneral
Gouvernenent (1l233-2S, supra). Docuiient 1233-PS is
a catalogue of the .i.ore important works of art seized
by the General Gouverneilent, and paragraph 1 of the
Foreword contains the following admission:

"On the basis of the decree of the General E:
Governor for the Cccupied Polisn Territories 0
of Deceaber 156, 1939, the Special Delegate B
for the Safeguarding of Treasures of Art and J
Culture was able in tiae course of six .ionths T
to secure almost the entire art treasure of

the country, witih one single exception: the

Flemish Gobeli.. series from the castle in -1
Cracow. Agcording to the latest iuformation, .
these are kept in rrance, so that it will be 5
possible to secure tnem eventually.™

& LD

The nature =znd extent of naterials seized in
the Jeneral Gouvernement is indicated in Docwaent 1709~
£S. The document inventories the objects seized, and
divides thea into two clacssificat ons: those of pri- ' 'fi
mary importance,(™Reich-important®), and those of se-
condary iaportance. Aprticles of primary importance, _':{
totalling 521 separate objects, ure also set forth in -5$
a descriptive catalozue (1233-PS, supra).

The articles catalogued include paintings by

Gerwaan, Italian, Dutch, French and Spanish masters, rare

e

illustrated books, Indiaa und Persian miniatures, 7

e

wouodeuts, tae fa.ous Veit-Stoss nand-carved altar, handi-

A
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4

craeit articles of gold and silver, antique furaiture,

i




articles of crystal, glass and porcelain, tapestries,
antique weapons, rare coints and medals. The objects
were seized from both public and private sources, in-
cluding the National iluseum in Cracow and the National
Museum in Varsaw, the cathedrals of iarsaw and Lublin,
a number of churches and monasteries, the Chateau of
the :linzs in ‘arasaw, university and other libraries,
and a large number of  rivate cocllections of the
f2olish nobility.

Items wnlaced in the second category are of the
same nature as those placed in Category I. Asproxi-
mately 500 separate items are catalogued, wany of the
items includiig a large nuuber of separate objects
treated under a single catalogue ueading (1709-PS,
supra, Apsendix 6 & 7).

The value of the objects seized from 22 col-
lections is stated to be 9,437,000 Zloty. The materials
referred to are only a portion of those selected as
being of secondary importance. o valuation is given
as to the balance Of tie ite.is of secondary importance
or as to the 521 objects selecteca as beinz of primary
importance {1709-7S, supra, Appendix 7, p 2).

d. Eyvidence that Seizures were not merely for
Protective Purnoses.

In Dr. Posse's report (1ls00-PsS, supra),
nunber of iteis are referred to which zay be found in
the catalogue of art objects "made secure” (1233-Pg,
supra) :

"I vas able to gain some xnowledze on the
public and private collections as well as
clerical property in Cracow a1d Larsaw. It
is true that we caunot Lope too much to enrich
ourselves frou the acquisition of great Ayt
works, of' paintings and sculptures, with the
exception or the Veit-Stoss altar and the plates
ol nans von sul.ubach in vhe Church of Maria in
Cracow, tie «aifael, Leonardo and wedbrandt irom
tlie co.iection Czartoryski, and several other
wor<s frou tie Wational liuseuw in wWarsaw, ...
wOorks o1 a .ratier aigh value oi wlose existence

- 00 w
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we in Germany had already known. Richer and
more extensive is the Polish stock of
'objects d'art', such as handicraft in gold
and silver, of German origin to a large part,
particularly from the church of Maria and the
Cathedral of liawel, tapestries, arms, por-
celains, furniture, bronzes, coins, valuable |
parchaent scrips, books, etc «.."

As I said before, I shall not be able to
make Dproposals regarding the distribution as
long as an inventory of the entire material
does not exist. ifiowever, I should like to
reserve for tiie museum at Linz the three most
important paintings of the Czartoryski col~-
lection, namely the Raffael, Leonardo and
Rembrandt which are at present in the naiser-
Frederick kuseum in Berlin. We in Dresden.
are particularly interested in the interior
decorations of tne castle of the XKings in War-
saw since Saxonian architects and artists have
crcated them; therefore, the suggestions is
made that the salvaged parts of it (panellings,
doors, inlaid floors, sculptures, mirrors, glass-
chanedliers, porcelains, etc,) be used for the
interior decoration of the favillion of the
'zivinges' in uresden" (1600-2S, supra, p 3).

The following items listed in the above report

are also listed in the catalogue:

ITEM ; Catalogue No.
Veit-Stoss Altar 241

Hans Von Kulmbach Works 22

Raffael 141

Leonardo 134

Rembrandt 81

Church of Maria Handicraft 262-265, 279, 280
From Jagellonic Library le6, 167, 186,

199-203, 206, 209,
212, 215-224.

Appendix's of Document 1709-PS lists a large
number of objects which were turned over to Architect
Koettgen. The items listed include, in addition to
paintings, tapestries, etc., plates, dishes, cups.and
saucers, vases, cream pitchers, glasses, a bread basket,
a service tray, and other itemas of table service.

These objects were turned over to the Architect for the
purpose of furnishing the Castle at Cracow and Schloss
Kressendorf for the Covernor -(1709-PS, supra, Appendix 8).

A number of objects were transported out of
Poland and placed in Berlin in the Depot of the Special
Deputy or in the safe of the Deutsche Bank (1709-PS,

- 2] -



supra, p 80). Iteas at this location are also listed

in the catalogue (1233-PS, supra), as numbers 4,

17, 27, 35, 48, 46, 47, 51, 138, 141, 145, and 148.
Thirtyaona sketches by Durer were taken from

the collection Lybomierski in Lemberg:

"The Special Deputy has personally nanded
over these sketches in July 1941 to the
Reichsmarshel who took them to the Fuehrer at
headquarters where they remain at the present
time. On express dirsction of the Fuehrer
they will stay in his Jossession for the time
being." (1709-PS, sup:a, p 68).

All art objects seized werc screened for those
which were important from the Gzrman point of view:

"The Reich-Important pieces werc collected
in a catalogue of the so called 'First
Choice'. One copy of this catalogue has
been submitted to the Fuehrer who reserved
to himself the first decision as to location
and use of the art objects of the 'First
Choice'", (1709-Ps, supra, p 70).

- 22 =



D. Argument and Conclusion.

The establishaent, operation and results, of the
Einsatzstab ROSENBERG has been too clearly established
to require further elaboration., Sufficient it will
be to say that this project was without a parallel ih ‘i

history for efficiency, ruthlessness and scope in the g

--'.I' ‘.‘.h_::'.

plundering and looting of conquered countries.

In the General Gouvernement the louoting of cul=- if
tural treasures was also done under color of official -ﬁ
action; first, by the issuance of laws of sequestra-
tion, and then by confiscation of the property of the
Polish State. rrivate art collections were first
reached by compulsory registration, then by seizure, and
finally by utilization for the benefit of the Reich.

Art objects seized and listed in FRANK's catalogue
found their way to the depot of FRANK's Special Deputy, ﬁ;
to the Kaiser Frederick iMuseum in Berlin, and into the :
hands of GOERING who in turn gave them to Hitler. fgt
Hundreds of objects were used for furnishing castles
for the use of the Governor General.

Their very location and the use of the art works
preclude any defense that the defendants seized these
art collections for the purpose of safeguarding them.
The evidence clearly establishes that they were taken -
away from their rightful owners and appropriated for

the benefit of the Reich and for the individuals. P

- 23 =
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EINSATZSTAB G

1. Numerical List of Documents Cited in Brief:

Description

Copy of report, Von Behr to Rosen-

berg dated 8 August 1944.

Original report, 26 October 1943.
Utikals's signature.

Copy of report dated 12 September
1944.

Copy of Rosenberg's letter to
Bormann, 18 June 1940.

Letter Rosenberz to Schwarz,
dated 28 January 1941. Copy
initialed Schwarz.

Certified copy of Hitler order,
dated 29 January 1940.

Certified copy of Keitel order,
dated 5 July 1940.

Certified copy of Keitel order,
dated 17 September 1340.

Certified copy of Reineke order,
dated 10 October 1940.

Certified copy of Reineke order,
dated 30 October 1940,

Certified copy of Goering order,
dated 5 November 1940.

Original Goering order, dated
1 May 1941. Goering's signature.

Photostatic copy of order from
Rosenberg, 20 August 1941.
Rosenberg's signature.

Certified copy of Hitler order,
dated 1 March 1942.

Certified copy of Rosenberg
order, dated 7 April 1542.

Certified copy of Rosenberg
order, dated 27 April 1942.

Photostatic copy of Hitler order,

dated 5 July 1942. Lemmers' sig-
nature . '

4, 5

4, 6
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8-P5 Copy of message, datei 1 June
1944, Initialled Utikal.
9-P Copy of message, dated 6 June
1944, Initialled Utikal.
171-PS Original letter, dated 12 July
1243 and report attached. Signed
Wunder.
176-PS Originel report, undated. Signed 10
Schimner. v
707-PS Original letters, June - October 11 fil
1243. Signed SS - Lt. Coicnel s
Sievers. o
1015-b-PS Copy of report, October 1940 4, 8, 11, A
to July 1944. (With 1015-gg-PS) 13, and 14 ¥
L 1016-g2-PS  Copy of inventory ~ attached to E.
1015~b-PS. 5
)
1015-1-PS Photostatic copy of letter Goering's 7 .
to Rosenberg, dated 21 November B
1340. Goering's signature. B!
1099-Ps - Original letter Kutz to Rosenberg 12 t%
deted 28 September 1941. Signed - I
Kutz, Gen. Commissar White Ruthenia. 43
1107-PS Copy of internal memo, Rosenberg ) ;ff
Ministry, deated 17 Mey 1944, 1Ini- P
tialled Milwe-Schroeder, Ministry A
Official. o
1103-PS Original note, dated 17 Jume 1244. 12 “
Signed Dr. Ullman. %
1118-P3 Copy of letter Rosenberg to Goering 7 'é:
18 June 1342. o
1233-PS Original printed catalog, undated. 19, 20, 22
1600~Ps Copy of report by Dr. Posse, un- 18, 20, 21 Tf
dated. 1
. _"-._
1703-PS Copy of report of Special Delegate 16, 20, 21, i
and 22 =
; R
1773-PS Decrees. Das Recht des General 16, 17 e
gouvernements p. E 800, p. E 810, B
p. E 845, p. E 846. o
2-PS Thirty-nine volumes of photographs, 15 f EE
: prepersd by "Einsatzstab Reichs- :
A ‘ leiter Rosenberg."
R-143 Original Eimmler decree, dated 18

1l December 1235, HEimmler's
official seal.




