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PLUlTDER OF ART TREASURES •
. It.

A. Section of Indictment.

The sections of~ the Indictment
which this brief supports are

COUNT ONE - THE COMMON PL..I\l~ OR CONSPIRACY

Para.graph 1

Page 3

and

SUBSECTION IV G - WAR CRUmS AND CRDvIES ,[~G,jUNST

HUM:ILl\{ITY COMMITTED IN THE COURSE OF EXECUTING THE
CONSPI&~CY FOR ~TIICH THE CONSPIRATORS 4~RE RESPONSIBLE

Paragraph 1

page 10

and

COUNT THREE - W..'ill CRD.mS

SUBSECTION E - PLUNDER OF PUBLIC & PRIV,,".TE PROPERTY

subparagraph 3

Page. 19

and

Subparagraph 1

Page 20

and

Subparagraph 2

Pages 21 & 22

"
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B, 1 LEG..u, REFERSNCES.

1. Charter - ~rticle 6 (b):
!

"W..·~R CRIMES: namely~, violation of the
laws of customs of war. Such vio­
lations shall i.nclude,: but not be
limited to, murder, ill-treatment or
deportation to slave labor or for any
other purpose of civ~lian population
of or in ocoupied territory, murder or
ill-treatment of pri$oners of war or
persons on the seas,~killing of
hostages, plunder of ' pUblic or private
property, wanton destruction of cities,
towns or villages, or devastation not
justified by military necessity. If

2. Hague Regulations, 1907:

,.rticle 46

"Family honour and rights, the lives of
persons, and private property, as well
as religious convictions and practice,
must be respected.

Private property cannot be confiscated.'f

;~rticle 47

"Pillage is formally forbidden."

...~rticle 56

ffThe property of municipe.li ties, that of
institutions dedicated to religion,
charity and education, the arts and
sciences, even when stete property, shall
be treated as private property.

~ll seizure of, destruction or wilful
damage done to institutions of this
character, historic monuments, works of
art and science, is forbidden, and
should be made the subject of legal
proceedings."

- 2 -



m~terial from these establishments as well as

1 March 1942 Hitler issued a decree in which he

C. statement of Evidence.

Certified copy of Hitler order,
29 Jan 1940.

The decree thereupon euthorized

136-PS.

1. Einsatzstab Rosenberg.

ROSENBERG's activities in the West were to be

conducted in his capacity as Reichsleiter and in the

East in his capacity as Reichsminister.

149-PS. certified copy of Hitler order,
1 MnT' lQLl9._

1~at began GS a project for the estnblisnment of

On 29 January 1940 Hitler issued a

"The 'Hohe Schu}e' is supposed to become
the center for national-socialistic ideological
and educational research. It will be estab­
lished after tho conclusion of the war. I
order that the already initiated preparations
be continued by Reichsleiter Alfred ROSENBERG,
especially in the way of research and the
setting up of the library.

All sections of Party and state are
requested to cooperate with him in this task."

the possession of Jews, which were ownerless, or

a. Formation, Purpose, Powers.

the Wehrmacht High Command and indicated that

the origin of which could not be clearly estab­

lished. The decree directed the cooperation of

,
cultural treasures which were the property or in

decree in the following terms:

assertod that Jews, Freemasons, and affiliated

and cultural establishments, to seize relevant

copy of Goering order, dated 5 Nov 1940). On

the War against the Reich and that the systematic

a research library developed ~nto a project for the

opponents of National Socialism are the authors of

spiritual battle against them is a military

seizure of cultural treasures (141-PS. Certified

necess.i ty.

ROSENBERG to search libraries, archives, lodges,

I



to the Fuehrer." The letter reiterated the terms

fillment of the above decrees were extended, in the

Copy of

Copy of

Certified

origina.l

Initi~lled Utikal).

C6rtified copy of K~itel

- 4 -

Copy of report, oct 1940 -

Certified copy of Keitel

Copy of message, 1 June 1944.

ROSENBERG's activities in the ful-

Scope of Activities.

Photostatic copy of Hitler order,
5 JUly 1942. Lammers' signature.

b.

l54-PS.

Jul 1944), public art treasures (055-PS.

In the East aotivities were carried out through-

treasures (1015b-PS.

order, 17 Sep 19~0). Belgium (139-PS.

order, 5 Jul 1940), Norway and Denmerk (159-PS.

of the Hitler decree and req,ue ste,d support of the

Reich authorities in ROSENBERG's fulfillment of

Copy of message, 6 Jun 1944.

West, to France (138-PS.

out the Occupied Eastern Territories (153-PS. Cert­

ifi~d copy of Rosenberg order, 27 Apr 1942) including

the Baltic states end the Ukraine (151-PS. Certified

copy of Rosenberg order, 7 Apr 1942), as well RS in

his task.

Authorities und the services directly subordinate

. , ,

Chancellory, directed to the "Highest Reich

inCluded not only the seizure of books Qnd scientific.

letter, 12 July 1943 cnd copy of report attached.

Rosenberg letter to Borme.nn ,. 18 Jun 1940).

The function of the ROSENBERG org[~iz~tion

Th~ ~bove decree was imp~eme~ted by'a lette~-
• " I

"from Dr. Lammers, Reichsminister and Chlef of

copy of order of Rei~eke, Chief of the General Dept.

of OKVv, 10 Qat 1940), the Netherlands (140-PS.

Certified 'copy of Reineke order, 30 Oct 1940-),

Luxembourg .(137-PS.

materials specified in the originRl Hitler Order

(171-PS, supra), but the seizure of private art

Hungary (158-PS.

Signed Wunder), and Jugoslcwia (071-PS.

Initialled Utikal). Greece (17l-PS.
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KEITEL issued a further order to the Chief of

8 Aug 1944).

Copy of 'report, Von Be~r, to ,Rosenberg,
~-t

the OKH, Franco; on 17 september 1940, providing:

military cormnan1ers (137-PS, supra).

c. Cooperating Agencies.

On 5 July 1940 KEITEL (Chief of the

ffThe ownership status before the war
in Fronce, prior to the declaration of war
on 1 September 1939, shall be the criterion.·

Ownership transfers to the French state
or similar transfers completed after this
date are irrelevant and legally invalid (for
example, Polish and Slovak libraries in
Paris, possessions of the Falais ROTHSCHILD'
or other ownerless Jewish possessions).
Reservations regarding search, seizure and
transportation to Germany on the basis of the
above reasons will not be recognized.

Reichsleiter ROSENBERG and/or his deputy
Reichshauptstellenleiter EBERT,hus received
clear instructions from the Fuehrer personally
governing the right of seizure,; he is
entitled to transport to Germany cultural
goods which appear valuable to him and to
safeguard them there. The Fuehrer has
reserved for himself the decision as to their
use.

It is requested that the services in
question be informed correspondingly.ff (138-PS,
supra) •

political maneuvers directed against Germany and

that such material be seized. The letter further
(S' ,

states that Hitler had ordered the su~prt of the

Gestapo and that the Chief of the Sipo (Security

of high church authorities, and lodges be searched

for documents valuable to Germany or indicating

that certain libraries and archives, chancellories

ROSENBERG's suggestion be followed to the effect

O~V) informed the Chief of the Army High Command

Police) SS-Gruppenfuehrer Heydrich, has been

informed and will communicate with the competent

Netherlands that the Fuehrer had ordered that

,
(OKH) and the Chief of the Armed Forces in The

report) 12 se'p 1944), and household\ fu~nishings-"
I: . .

(L-188.



Armed Forces Commander in The Netherlands on
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Rosenberg
Ini·ti­

Ministry

the widest
and the

B~'lgiUII}. 'on _
" .

e.p,. idel1t~ca1
: ,,:

in Salonika)
our side with
the most loyal

•
extended -to

Copy of internal memo,
Ministryj 17 Hey 1944.
alled Milwe-schroeder,
officiel.

The National Socialist party financed the

" 1 t'!.! ••••••• c ose coopere 10n on
scale with the Security service
military commanders •••••

This affair (Operations
has already been executed on
the Security Service (3D) in
fashion."

1107-PS.

been

II •••••••••• It is understood that the con­
fiscations are not executed by the regional
authorities but that this is conducted by
the Security service as well as by the
police •••• '•••••• it has been communicated to
me in writing by a Gauleiter, th~t the chief
office of the Reich security (RSHA) of the
S8 hes claimed the following from the library
of e monastery: ••••• " (07l-PS, supra).

Cooperation of the S8 and th~ SD is indicated

by ROSmJBERG in D. letter to BORW~, 23 April 1941:

The ~bove letter also points out that there h~s

primary agencies engaged in removing nrt treasures

occupied East declared the Wehrmncht to be one of the

making seizures. (154-PS, supra).

An official of the ROSENBERG Ministry for the

ffDirections for carrying out this order
in cooperation with the Wehrmacht will "be
.issued by the Chief of the Wehrmacht Hig~

Command in agreement with Reichsleiter
Rosenberg. l' (149-P8, supra).

Dr. Lammers' order of 5 July 1942 declcred that

the Chief of the OKH, inagrecment with KEITEL, would

issue regulations governing th~ cooperation with the

Wehrmacht and.the Police Services for assistance in

Hitler's order of 1 March 1942 states:

operations of the Einsatzstab •

from Russin.

order was i~sued by the Chief of the O~ to' tpe
I "'

,

17 september 1940 (140-PS, supra).

10 October 1940 (139-PS, s~pra), and



success of the Eins!'.tzstab:

forces from whom this property was taken.

(141-PS, supra).

Photostatic copy of letter
Goering to Rosenberg, 30 May
1942. Goering's signature.

Letter Rosenberg to schwarz,
28 Jan 1941, copy initialled
"sch ll •

Photostatic copy of Goering order,
1 Hay 1941. Goering's signature.

On 30 May 1942, GOSRING claimed credit for the

1015i-PS.

144-PS.

·1

090-PS.

assistance of the Luftwaffe. "

" •••.•••••• On the other hand I also support
personally the work of your Einsatzstab
wherever I can do so, and a great part of
the seized cultural goods can be accounted
for because I was able to assist the
Einsatzstab by my organizations."

" •••••••••• to give all possible support and
assistance to the Chief of Staff of Reichs­
leiter ROS~JBERG's Staff, Reichshauptste1len­
leiter Party Comrade UTlKAL,. and his deputy
DRK-Fe1dfuehrer Party Comrade von BEER, in
the discharge of their duties. The above­
mentioned persons are requested to report to
me on their work, particularly on any
difficulties that might arise."

objects which serve to the completion of the Reichs-

d. cooperation of Hermann GOERING.

On 5 November 1940, GOERING issued an

1118-PS. Copy of letter, Rosenberg to
Goering, 18 June 1942.

marshal's collection" a..Tld states that the objects

On 1 May 1941 GOERING issued an order.to all

Party, state and Wehrmacht Services requesting them:

order specifying the distribution to be made of art

objects brought to the Louvre. The order lists as

will "be packed and shipped to Germany with the

second in priority of disposition, "Those art

confiscated items should belong to the National
"

voiced the opinion that all art objects and other.

Socialist Party because the Party has been be~ring

the brunt of the battle against the persons and

Photostatic copy of order from
Rosenberg. Rosenberg's
signature. 20 Aug 1941.

!n a letter to GOERING, dated 18 June 1942, ROSENBERG



seizuresz.

seized treasures w~i0h had be~n hidden or in the

the infe.ntry.

, .

-'8 -

Original report, 26 Oct 1943.
Utiknl~ signature.

von Behr in a progress report dated 8 August

035-PS.

"The confiscs.tion of Jewish homes was
effGnted inmost cases in such £'. way that
tho GO· ·\.~'lL· <.<1 n l1Ufiscction officials went
fl:lTIl ;~~\.lSO ".;c .n/JUse v'\'~len no records were
QV'Qilable oI' ·t110 nddrusses of Jews Who hc,d
depar.ted or fled, as w~s the ccse for
example, in Paris ••••••• ~ 'J • T:10Y drew up
inventories of thoso homos and subse~uently

sealed thGm •• ~ ••• ~ ••
Tho goods 2ro dispatched first, to

lc.rgo ccllocting camps from where they ere
turn-3d ave:;:" so:'tc~ out f:.nd loaded for
Germe.ny •

• ,~< .work ~~o~s wera ~~tQhli6~Gl for
cabj.nct-nal{cr3; "ic.tchmn\,n't;. .3:"'.oon:ai;::(;r~,

eloctl'icirl1ls, :('[".dio exp0rts; f' .... rriorH; etc.
All incoming go~ds wore diligently sorted
out and th~se not ready for use were
repaired. Moreover specinl boxes were
disp8tched for the use of special trades •••••

,t •••••••• •• Those seizures were carried out on
- the'basis of preliminary exhaustive investi­

gations into the address lists of tho French
Police authorities, on the basis of Jewish
handbooks, warehouse inventories und order
books of French shipping firms as well us on
the busis of French ert and collection
catalogues.

" ••••• The seizure of ownerless Jewish
works of art has grcdually extended over the
wholo French territory." (1015b-!>S, supra).

In tho East members of ROSENBERG's staff operated

~!I~.!iho~ of Operatioll.

The staff of the Einsatzstab ROSENBERG

directly behind the front in close cooper8.tion with

1944 described the method of seizing household fur-

the Einsatzstab conducted investigations and

nishings:

seized not only n88~t(cned" 8~~ treasures but also

Pictorial Art described tho thoroughness with which

custody of depots 01' w€lrehouses; including art treas­

ures that were already packed for sh:'pment to ..~erica.

(1015b-P3, supra).

Robert scholz) Chief of the speci€ll Staff for



CDses of books had o.lrec.dy been packed and reports

mQtorials seized from 92 sepal'ute lodges of the' "Droit

Alliance Israelite Universelle Approx. 40,000 Vols,
Ecole Rabbinique " 10,000 'f

Federation de Societe des
Juifs de France " 4,000 ff

Lipschuetz Bookstore, Paris " 20,000 ,f

Rothschild Fami~y, Paris 'f 28,000 "
Rosonthaliana, Amstordam If 20,000 "
Sefardischen Jewish Commun-

ity, Amsterdam " 25,000 'f

Occupted Eastern Territories " 280,000 If

Jewish Community, Greece 'f 10,000 ""Special Actioh", Rhineland If 5,000 ,f

Other sources " 100,000 "

- 9 -

"552,000"

The report states that 470

~\n cQditio~a~ 776 OCS63 containing

An undated report on the activities of the

171-1JS, supra

tlRoto.ry Club".

approximately 160,000 volumes were seized from the

. Books, .Manuscripts·, Docu­
ments and Incunabula •

.A report on the library of the "Hohe Schule"

For the 'sorting out of the confiscated
furniture and goods on the invlsibie assembly
line and for the packing an loading, ex­
clusive use was made of interned tews. .
Because of its experience as to confiscation,
as to working systems within the camps, and
as to transportation, the O:ffice West was
able to reorganize their entire working
system and thus to succeed in providing for
the use in Germany even things which appeared
to be valueless such as scrap paper, rags,
salvage, etc ••••• 1i (L-188, supra).

/'

f. Nature, Extent and Value of
Property seized p - : ~. -
• • i _ : .... - ....

archives have been seized.

Humain" I the '~Crc:oG (JOS c~nr, the 'fIOOFI' end the

Lodges and other organizations whose libraries and

Einsatzstab Working Group, Netherlands, lists Masonic

prepared by Dr. Wunder lists the most significant

book collections belonging to the library and con-

in accordance with the orders of the Fuohrer, as

follows:

fiscated by the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter ROSENBERG
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Reichsmarks. The estimeted overall vPlue is thus

between 120 and 160 million Reichsmarks.

..
71,619

1,079,373 cu !!lS.

26,984

11,695,516 gr..!

3,191,352 kgI!ls.

Original report, undated.
Signed Schirmer.

Jewish homes confiscated
Londing cnp~city required
Railroad cars required
~oroign currency ~nd

securities confiscated
Scrap metal, scrap paper,

~d textiles dispetched

176-PS.

results up to 1 July 1944:

The report goes on to list in detail, the number'

Chief of the Office West, dQted 8 August 1944. The

other sources, including 100,000 volumes from the

addit~onal ninety to one hundred-twenty million

"Action 11", is summerized in e. report of Von Behr,

a value of three times that of the above, or an

Household Furnishings.

Tho entire furniture seizure action, known us

report furnishes th3 following statistics on

"Rosenthaliana" collection, ere estimated to hnve

itemized statement of the number of wagons dis­

patched to various cities throughout Gern~ny, to
.

German c~ps, to SS Division, the GOrLian state

Railways, the Postal, service, e~d the police.

from the "Theosophischen soci~ty" and other

organizations.

The report states that the value of the above

works is between thirty and forty million Reichs­

marks. Additional materiats to be derived from

"International ·Institute for. Social History" at

Amsterdam. Jm additional 170 c~ses were seized

of boxes of miscellaneous items seized, including

china. (199 boxes), curtains (72 boxes), cont

hf..ngers (120 boxes), toys (99 boxes), bottles

.(730 boxes), etc. The report concludes with an
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as follows:

Fron tho Ukr~ini2n IilUSCULl in Kiev:

Origin~l lettors, June-Oct 1943.
signed SS-Lt Col siovers.

707-J?3.

With reference to the work of the Einsatzstab

"~~orGover nn essenticl pe,rt of the
pre-historic museum w~s transported
awp.y." (03 5-PS, supra).

of tho "Er·st" library, p.rt folios, srI:1ples of

of 131 crscs conto.ining: 10, 186 bool~s, the cc.te.logue

In rddition Utikcl roports shipmont of r. totnl

Textiles of ~ll sorts.
Colloction of vclucblo enbr~idery

pc,tterns.
Collection of brocr.dos.
rJUL1orous i tODS of wood, etc.

Roporting on tho vlithdro.wc.l from tho Ukrc:inc,

Ukrr.ini~n pr.intings 96
~ostorn European pr.intings 185
~{ood cGrvings end etchings '12
Cr.rpets end tapostries 25

From tho Euseum of Art r.t Chr.rcow:

"In tho course of the evacuation of
the territory soveral hundred most valu­
eble Russian ikons, soverel hundred
Russian paintings of the 18th and 19th
centuries, individual articles of
furniture and furniture from castles
wore saved in coopor&tion with tho
individucl Army Groups, Gnd brought to
0. shelter in the Reich. lf (1015b-PS, _suprn).

In August 1943, just prior to the loss of Chnrcow

nagazines, Bolshevist pictures, and Bolshevist films.

utikrl also states:

tho following m~teri~ls:

strff Director utikcl accounts for tho removGl of

by tho Gormf.'.ns, 300 p2.intings. of if/ost European

wore p~cked ~nd shipped by the Einsatzstsb.

in the Eastern Territorias, Robert ~cholz reported

mp,st8rs end Ukreinio.n pc.inters cnd 25 vc,lu['.b18

Ukr8inir.n cr.rpots mostly from. tho Chr.rcow museum,.

(L-1S8, supra).

Works of Art (East).



Additional evidence as to the extent of

the ordor of the Einsctzstc.b rnd of tho Reichs-

Linz. The value of these confiscations was stated to

12

Original letter Kutz to Rosenberg,
28 Sep 1941. Signed Kutz, General
Co::rrn.issQr White Ruthenie.•

l099-PS.

objects:

"There are 2. great' mcny of the oldest
icons, works of famous masters of the Gernen,
Dutch ~nd Italian schools of the 16th, 17th
and 18th centuries, as well as works of the
bost RussiQn artists of the 18th and 19th
centuries. On the whole, the contents
include the most vc.lunble worlcs of the known
Ukrainian art possession, which in themselves
represent e value of Deny millions ~fter a
cursory appraisal" (055-PS, supra).

Atteched to the above report is'a detailed inventory

listing hundreds of individual objects.

1109-PS. Original note, 17 June 1944.
Signed Dr. Ullman.

mnteri8.l seized in Kiev is found in f, secret note,

dOQling with measures tnkonprior to tho Russian

Occupation, dated 17 June 1944. The note reports

On 28 septenber 1941, the General CoDQiss~r for

comnissar •. During october there were sent to the

the taking of materiels from museillls, archives,

the value of the contents of 85 chest~ of art

institutions, etc, during th0 ~uturnn of 1943 on

Another report on the shipment of works of art

from the Ukraine, d~ted 12 September 1944, indicates

Reich 40 railway trucks cGrrying mostly goods belong­

ing to the Central Research Institute of the Ukraine.

The report concludes with the statenent that when the

emount to millions of n2rks.

Soviets entered the town nothing of value was left.

in tho area of Minsk, destined for Konigsberg nnd

White Ruthonia reported the seizure of prt treasures
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The following is ~ sUQm~ry of the inventory

The report states that the above figures will

21,903

10,890
583

2,477
583

5,825
1,286

259

Total:

Paintings
Plastics
Furniture
Textiles
Hand-made art objects
East Asiatic objects
~U1tiquities

~s early as 28 January 1941, Rosenberg stated

,' •••••••• •• the value involved wil·l cone
close to a billion Reichsnarks. n .

090P8. Copy of letter, Rosenberg to
Party Treasurer schwarz,
28 Jan 1941.

The report states that a total of 21,903 art

29 lar~e ship~ents including
137 frelght cars with

4,174 cases of art works."

"With this scientific inventory of a
noterial unique in its scope and import~nce

cnd of a value hitherto unknown to art
research, tho Special staff for pictorial
Art has conducted a work i@portant to the
entire field of crt. This inventory work
will form the basis of en ell-inclusive
scientific catalog in which should be
recorded history, scope and scientific
and political significance of this
historically unique 2..rt seizure."

"During the period froLl MarID'h 1941
to July 1944, the Special stuff for
pictorial Art brought into the Reich:

objects because of the lack of experts.

be increased since seizures in the West are not yet

conpleted and it has not been possible to Dake a

scientific inventory of part of the seized

with reference to properties seized in France alone:

attached to the report:

objects of all types hQve been counted and inventoyied,

and states:



scholz, in his report on activities fro~ March

1941 to July 1944, expresses tho value of the

seizures as follows:

"The extraordinary artistic and material
value o~ the seized art works cannot be
expressed in figure~. The paintings, period
furniture of the 17th and 18th centuries, the
Gobelins, the antiQues and renaissance
jewelry of the ROUrSCHILD's are objects of
such a unique character that their evaluation
is impossible, since' no comparable values
have so far appeared on the art market.

a short report, moreover, can only hint
at the artistic worth of the collections.
~unong the seized paintings, pastels and
drawings there are several hundred works of
the first quality, masterpieces of European
art, which could take first place in any
museurQ. Included therein are absolutely
authenticated signed works of RmvrnR~iNDT, van
RIJN, RUBENS, Frans fu~LS, Werneer van DELFT,
VEL.:~SQUEZ, HURILLO, GOY,,~,:'3ebastiano dol
PIOMBO, Palna VECCHIO,' etc.

Of firsti~portance aoong tho seized
paintings are the works of tho fanous French
painters of 'the 18th Century, with master­
pieces of BOUCHER, W~~'ITE. ..U, RIG",\.UD,
Li..RGIELLIERE, R ..TTLE2, FR..~GON; ..RD, lJ••TJ:R,
D,.'••NLOU'.A: and .de TROY.

This collection can compare with those of
the best European nuseuns. It includes ~any

works of the foremost French masters, who up
to now have been only inadequately represented
im the best German Buseuns. Very inportant
also is the representation of masterpieces of
the Dutch painters of the 17th and 18th
Centuries. First of all should be mentioned
the works of van DYCK, Salonan and Jacob
RUISlllL, WOUVERl\C,111T, TER130RCH, Jan VIEEt,aX,
Gabriel METSU, 4~drian van OST..'..DE, David
TENIE'RS, rieter de HOOCH, ~'1illem van der·
VELDE, etc.

Of foremost importance also are tho
represented works of English painting of the
18th and early 19th centuries J with master­
pieces of REYNOLDS, R01~JEY, and ~ ..INSBOROUGH.
CR.'•.N.l.CH and .."J,'IBERGER, anong the German masters,
should be mentioned.

The collection of French furniture of the
17th and 18th centuries is perhaps even more
highly to be evaluated. This contains
hundreds of the best p~eserved and, for the
most part, signed works of the best known
cabinet-makers from the period between LOUIS
XIV to LOUIS XVI. Since German cabinet­
makers played an important part in this golden
age of French cabinetry, now recognized for
the first ti~e in the field of art, this
collection is of par~ount importanc~.

- 14



15

of the most valuable works of the art collections

10 additional portfolios are

~); 7·011.;.::nus c:t' yhotcgraphs
-Jl't:fOcl:!'8d t,y I:I:lns<J.tizstab
Rei;:n31eiter Rosenberg lf ).

...... ~ ..

The report refers to 25 portfolios of pictures

The collection of Gobelins and Persian
tapestries contains numerous world-famous
objects. The collection of handicraft works
and the ROTHSCHILD collection of renaissance
jewelr'y is valuable beyond comparison."
(1015b-PS, supra).

stated to be attached to the report and additional

of art and illustrate tho magnitude and value of

the collection made by Einsatzstab ROSENBERG.

furniture, candelabra, and numerous other objects

to the Fuehrer.

seized in the West, which portfolios were presented

contain photographs of paintirigs, textiles, .

leatherbound volumes preparod by the Einsatzstab

portfolios are said to be in preparation. 39



securing of all ?olisll art treasures.

to Dr. liluehl.ulann aSking hiLl to undertake the immediate

2. The General Gouverneffient.

2. l!:veryolle ',V1l0 )ossessed or 8."(; tho )res­
ent tiwe is in ~oGsession of Jr else is en­
tj,tled to clis)ose ,.)1 SUCH objects of art since
15 ~arc~ 1939, is obliged to register the
saDe. ;r (]-3.23 :..?S, supra, .J 0).

In order to iIilple'lent the above decree, the

Article 3. - 1. In order to deter~ine

whether art objects are public property in the
sense of this re~ulation, every private and
ecclesiastical art )0s2ession has to be regis­
tered ~ith exact data o~ the kind, nature and
nQlber of pieces.

1. private art collections which have been
taken under ~rotection by the s}ecial
co.J.lllissiuner for the seuzure and safe­
keeping of the art and cultunal trea­
sures,

2. aLl ecclesiastical art )roperty with
the exce~)tion of those objects required
for the daily perforwance of liturgic
actions.

Artic le 2. - ~J i th the exception 0 f art col­
lectio.i:1S and art objects vvhich were the pro­
perty of the former Polish State, art objects
will be consid8red as owned by the public:

providing in part:

;/Ar-ticle .1. - All art objects in .JUblic
}ossession in th~ General Gouverne~ent will be
confiscated for the fulfilLlent of public tasks
of COdlnon interest insofar as it has not al­
ready been seized uneer the decree on the con­
fiscs tion of' the wealth of the for.:ler "201is11
State in tile Genelal Gouvernewent of 15 Novem­
ber 1939 (Verordnungsblatt GOP, p 37).

1709-?S. -Co~y of report of' Special Delegate
for Art Seizures, July 1943.

,
a. Confiscatory Laws and Decrees.

In October 1939 GOER~G issued a verbal order

On 16 Deceaber 1930, ::'RAr~i: issued a decree

follovdng registration decree ','as issued in the naL.'le

- 16 -

decree ~roviding ID~art:

llArticle 1 - 1. All ~:lOvaljle and station­
ary property of the Former Polish State .••••
will be sequestered for the purpose of secur­
ing all ~anner of ]ublic valuables."

1773-?S. P 1, Decree. Das Recht des General­
gouverne~llents•

On 15 November 1939, Hans -FIffiNA, Governor

General for the Occ u.i?ied .?clis.l:l Territories, issued a



:.

uty for the Securing of Art Treasures:

of the Governor General by ·Dr. M~ehlmanh,

rr:le HL::raler decrGe conte. ins adlnillj_stra tive

The decree, dated 1 Dece.,lbe1' 1939, 'vllas ci1'-

directions for execution of the brt ~eizure programf

- 17 -

ferred to.

HArticle 2. - 1. Objects of artistic,
cultural-hisorical and nistorical value which
orig,~nate fro~:l the tiLle before 1850, have to
be registered.

mu16ation of the decree of Dr. Muehu:ann, above re-

culated on 16 Lece;.lber 1939, tile sa.:.",le d.::.\ te d s the 1)1'0-

IlArticle 1. - The property sequestered on
the basis of Article 1, section 1 of the decree
on the confiscation of the wealth of the former
Polish gtate Within the General Gouvernement
of 15 November 1939 (Verordnungsblatt GGP, page
37) 'will be transferred to the ownership of
the General Gouverne::lent. 1i (1773-PS, supra, p 2)!

The seizures authorized by the above decrees

Heinrich .i-ILnleT, as 'Reichscoi'l"r.lissioner for

2. Tne registration in-
cludes the following:

a) pa int i.ags
b) sculpture
c) products of handicrqft (for in­

stance antiaue furniture, china­
ware, glass; golden and silver
objects, Gobelins, rugs, em­
broideries, lacework, )ararnente,
etc) •

d) drawin~s, engravings, woodcuts,
etc.

e) rare manuscripts, musical ~anUBC~

ripts, autogra]hs, bOQk-paintifigs,
miniatutes, )rilits, covers, etc.

f) wea~ons, armors, etc.
g) coins, medals, seals, etc.

3. Regardi~g the art objects
mentioned iil section 2, detailed information
has to be given if possible, on the master, the
tiDe of 2roduction, the contents of the repre­
sentation, measureillents and illaterial (for
il.stance, wood, canvas, bronze, etc.)" (1773-PS,
supra, .p 4).

to the regional officers of the Secret ?olice in the

curi ty Service in Krl'lkau (Charh:ow), R.adom, -;;arsaVJ and

Lublin.

the Stren:;then in:; :Jf Ge ...'l'lanisGl:; is sued an ., ur:~ent de cree"

by the General Gouverneuent, on 24 September 1940 with

the issuance of the follmrJin6 decree by li'hAN.i:\::

J,nnexed Eastern Te:::,ritories and the CO.:J...landers of Se-

ri.Qened into conf iscci ti0n and assumption of ownership



R-143. Original 3immler decree, 1 Dec 1939.
Rimmler s official seal.

b. Purpose of Art Seizures.

The pur]os~ of the Seizure ?rogrlli:l is indicated

in the aforementioned Rimmler decree:

til. To strengthen Gerffianism in the
defense of the Reich all articles nentioned
in Section II of this decree are hereby con­
fiscated. T~is a;plies to all articles
located in the territories annexed by the
Fuhrer's and ~eich Chancellor's decree of
12/10/39, and the General Goverrurrent for the
Occupied ?olish Territories. ihey are con­
fiscated for the benefit of' the GerGan Reich
and are at the dis;lOsal of the Heich COIl1.":lis­
sioner for the Strengthenins of GerQsnism ...•

IV

hll confiscations nade before this decree
by authorities of the neich Fuehrer 5S and the
Cllief of Ger~.1an Police and tIle Reich Commis­
sioner for the Strengthening of Ge=sonism are
hereby confirmed. They are to be regarded as
m.ade for the benefit of thE: German ...eich and
are at the disposal of the neich COlilillissioner
for the Strengthening of Genuanism." (R-l43,
supra) •

The methodical nature of the Art Seizure Pro-

gram, and the existence of a general folicy of con-

fiscation of art reasures is indicated in Section V

of Himmler's decree:

·\lIn due course the usual cuestionnaires for
catalo3uing confiscoted articles are to be sent
to the Chief Custodian i'.Jast. 1i

The intention to enrici1· Ger~ilany by the seizures

rather than to merely ~)rotect tlle seized objects is

indicated in a report by Dr. Hans ?osse, Director' of

the Dresden State ?icture Gallery:

"I was a ble to ga in some lcnowledge on the
public and private·collections as w8ll·as
clerical prol)erty in Cracow and '.Iarsaw. It
is true that we cannot hope too much to enrich
ourselves froi,1 the acquisition of grea tArt
works, of paintings and sculptures, with the
exce~tion of the Veit-Stoss Altar and the pla­
tes of hans Von ~~ulmbdch in the Church of
Maria in Cracow _.. ... and several other works
from the National ~.iusE:uJ..1 in "arsaw ..... II

l600-?S. Copy of re)ort by Dr. Poose, undated.

- 18 -



The avowed purpose of the art treasure

- 19 -

DocU;.lent l233-PS is

Articles of )rir,1ary imiJortance,

craft articles of gold and silver, antique furniture,

illustrated books, Indian and ?ersian miniatures,

?S. The document inventories the objects seized, and

The articles catalogued include paintings by

The nature end extent of ~aterials seized in

:1 •••••• the result is put down in the cata­
logue, together with reproductions, and this
is a def ini te proof of the lienctra tion of the /
East by the German Cultural urge. I' .

liOn the ba s is uf the decree of the General
Governor for the Occu}ied Polish ~erritories

of December 16, 1939, the Special Delegate
for the Safeguarding of Treasures of Art and
Culture was able in the course of six &onths
to secure a~nost the entire art treasure of
the country, with one single exce)tion: the
Flemish GobelL~ series from the castle in
Cracow. According to the latest Li.formation,
these are kept in J: rance, so tha "t it will be
pOSS ible to secure them eventually. 11

c. ~atu..~~L_~xtent and Value of .?roper~ Seized.

Virtually the entire art )ossession of Poland,

1233-PS. Original printed catalogue, undated.

totalling 521 separate objects, urb also set forth in

the Jeneral Gouvernement is indicated i~ DocuDent 1709-

c ondary i1:1)or tance •

mary importance, (fiR@ich-important'i), and those of se-

wuodcuts, tne fa.,lous Ve i t-Sto S8 lland -carved altar, handi-

a descriptive cataloGue (1233-~S, supra).

divides the;l int·] two classificat" OIlS : t:lose of pri-

by the General Gouverne :lent, and paragraph 1 of the

Ger!Jan, Italian, Dutch, French and Spanis111n.asters, rare

private as well as }ublic, was seized by the General

a catalogue 01' the ..10re iZlportant works of art seized

Gouverne[,lent (1233-?S, su}ra).

Foreword contains the following admission:

seizures was ·the promulgation of Gerwan Culture through-

out the Occupied East:



articles of crystal, glass and porcelain, tapestries,

antiql:e weapons, rare ooints and medals. The objects

were seized from both public and private sources, in-

eluding the l~ational i:useum in Cracow and the National

l,f.useum in :arsaw, the cathedrals of C,;arsaw and Lublin,

a nwnber of churches and monasteries, the Chateau of

the .:.~ings in '.:arsaw, universit/ and other libraries,

and a large nU:'lber of ..~rivate c.Jllectiol,s of the

?olish nobility.

Iter!lS ~laced in the second cs tcgory are of the

same nature as those ~)l8.ced in Catogory I. A)~roxi-

1:lB. tely 500 separa te i teI,:s are ca talogued, L'lO.ny of the

items incluclil~) a large nU.uber of c.e)ara te obj ects

trei.:.lted under a single cdtalocsue cwaciing (1709-PS,

supra, Apjendix 6 & 7).

The value of the objects seized fro.C:l 22 col-

lecti0ns is stated to be 9,437,000 Zloty. The materials

referred to are only a portion of those selected as

being of secondary im)ortance. IJo valuation is biven

as to the bolance of t~ie i te .:lS Dl secul).dary im90rtance

or as to the 521 Jbjects selectc6 as bein3 of primary

iilport&nce (1709-23, supra, Appendix 7, p 2).

d. Evidence that Seizures v'lere not ~TJ.er~ly for
Prore-at i ve' l?Llr7J"oses:--

In Dr. Possels re]ort (1600-PS, supra), a

nill!lbe..c of i te ;:..s are referred to '\,'11ic11 :;:..aj be found in

the catalOGue 01 art objE::cts i'l:l.&de sacure;; (1233-PS,

supra) :

';1 \Jas able to 6a in SOIne ~<.:nowledge on the
public and ,;Jl'ivclte collectLms as \,)ell as
clerical .pro)erty in Crdcow 211d'"arsaw. It
is true tIlZJ t we Cd lrlOt hope too much to enri ch
ourselves fr~~ the acquisition of great Art
works, or )aintings and sculJtures, ·with the
exce~tion O~ the Veit-Stoss altar and the ~lates

of nans von ~UL~Duc 1 i1 ~he Church of Maria in
Cracow, t.18 ..:tai fael, Leonar6.o and rteulbrand t i rom
tlle co_lec tiol1 Czarto:cyski, and several ouher
wor ..\:s f'ro ..u. tl~e l~b -i.iional ~;iuseUl., in 'v;arsaw, '"
v,lorks 01 a ra t.rler _li;h value .):I '"lj,ose existence

- 20 -



we in Germany had already known. Richer and
more extensire is the Polish stock of
'objects d'art', such as handicraft in gold
and silver, of GerDan origin to a large part,
particularly from the Church of Maria and the/
Cathedral of ~·:awel, tapestries, arms, por­
celains, furniture, bronzes, coins, valuable
parch.!lent scrips, books, etc ... "

As I said before, I shall not be able to
.nake proposals regarding the distribution as
long as an inventory of the entire naterial
does not exist. iiowe'ver, I should. like to
reserve for tr~e museum at Linz the three most
iJ.nportant paintings of the Czartoryski col­
lection, n8.lnely the Raf:t'ael, Leonardo and
Rembrand t which are at present in the ."aiser­
Frederick i,Iuseum in Berlin. \rie in Dresden.
are particularly interested in the interior .
decoratior.s of tne eastle of the Kings in War­
saw since Saxonian architects and artists have
crbated them; therefore, the suggestions is
illade that the salvaged parts of it (panellings,
doors, inlaid floors, sculptJres, mirrors, glass­
chanedliers, porcelains, etc,) be used for the
interior decoration of the ?avillion of the
'Ziving8s' in iJresden lt (1600-?S, supra, p 3).

The following items listed in the above report

are also listed in the catalogue:

ITEM

Veit-Stoss Altar
Hans Von Kulmbach '!'lorks
Raffael
Leonardo
Rembrandt
Church of ffiaria Handicraft
From Jagellonic Library

Catalogue No.

241
22

141
134

81
262-265, 279, 280
166, 167, 186,
199-203, 206, 209,
212, 215-224.

APpendix 8 of Document l709-PS lists a large

number of Objects which were turned over to Architect

Koettgen. The items listed include, in addition to

paintings, tapestries, etc., plates, dishes, cups.and

saucers, vases, crean pitchers, glasses, a bread basket,

a service tray, and other items of table service.

These objects were turned Over to the Architect for the

purpose of furnishing the Castle at Cracow and Schloss

Kressendorf for the Governor '(1709-?S, supra, Appendix 8).

A number of objects were transported out of

?oland and placed in Berlin in tho Depot of the Special

Deputy or in the safe of the Deutsche Bank (1?09-PS,

- 21 -



supra, p 80). Ite~s at this location are also listed

in the catalogue (1233-PS, supra), as nwnbers 4,

17, 27, 35, 42. 45, 47, 51, 138, 141, 145, and 148.

Thirty~one sketches by Durer were taken from
\ .,.,.. '

the collection t~~omiersKi in Lemberg:

"The Special DePuty has personally handed
over these sketcaes in July 1941 to the
Reichsmarshal who took them to the Fuehrer at
headquarters where they remain at the present
time. On express dir~ction of the Fuehrer
they will stay in his ]ossession for the time
being." (1709-PS, sup:~a, p 68).

All art objocts seized Were scrGen~d for those

which were important from the G~rillan point of view:

7lThe Reich-Important pieces were collected
in a catalogue of the so called 'First
Choice' • One copy of this catalogue has
been submitted to' the Fuehrer who reserved
to himself the first decision' as to location
and use of the art objects of the 'First
Choice'''. (l709-PS, SURra, p 70).

- 22 -
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history for efficiency, ruthlessness and scope in the

be to say that this project was without a parallel in

Sufficient it wil~

Private art collections were first

to require further elaboration.

The establisllinent, operation and results, of the
/

Einsatzstab ROSENBERG has been too clearly established

D. Argument and Conclusion.

plundering and looting of conquered countries.

In the General Gouvernement the looting of cul­

tural treasures was also done under color of official

Their very location and the use of the art works

reached by compulsory registration, then by seizure, and

Polish State.

action; first, by the issuance of laws of sequestra­

tion, and then by conf{scation of the property of the

hands of GOERING who in turn gav~ them to Hitler.

Hundreds of objects were used for furnishing castles

found their way to the depot of FR\NK's Special Deputy,

to the Kaiser Frederick Museum in Berlin, and into the

for the use of the Governor General.

finally by utilization for the benefit of the Reich.

Art objects seized and listed in FRAllli's catalogue

preclude any defense that the defendants seized these

art collections for the purpose of safeguarding them.

The evidence clearly establishes that they were taken

away from their rightful owners and appropriated for

the benefit of the Reich and for the individuals.

,.
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EINSATZSTAB ROSENBERG

1. Numerical List of Doc~~ents Cited in Erief~

Bocument No. Description

L-188 Copy of report, Von Behr to Rosen­
berg dated 8 August 1944.

035-PS Original report, 26 October 1943.
Utikals ' s si 6nature.

055-PS Oopy of report dated 12 September
1944.

071-PS Copy of Rosenberg's letter to
Bormann, 18 June 1940.

090-PS Letter Rosenberg to Schwarz,
dated 28 January 1941. Copy
initialed Schwarz.

136-PS Certified copy of Hitler order,
dated 29 January 1940.

137-PS Certified copy of Keitel order,
dated 5 July 1940.

138-PS Certified copy of Keitel order,
dated 17 September 1940.

139-PS Certified copy of Reineke or~er,

dated 10 October 1940.

l40~PS Certified copy of Reineke order,
dated 30 October 1940.

l41-PS Oertified copy of Goering order,
dated 5 November 1940.

144-PS Original Goering order, dated
1 May 1941. Goeringrs signature.

145-PS Photostatic copy of order from
Rosenberg, 20 August 1941.
Rosenbergls signature.

l49:JPS I Certifi ed copy of Hitler order,
dated 1 March 1942.

l5l-PS Oertified copy of Rosenberg
order, dated 7 April 1942.

153-PS Certified copy of Rosenberg
order, dated 27 ~pr11 1942.

154-PS Photostatic copy of Hitler order,
dated 5 July 1942. Lammers' sig­
nature.
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Page Number

5, 9, 11

8, 11

4, 12

4, 6

7, 13

3

4, 5

4, 6

4, 6

3, 7

7

7

3, 6

4

4

4



18

15

11

4, 9

4, 8, 11,
13, and 14

4

4

10

Page Number
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Thirty-nine volumes of photographs,
prepared by "Einsatzstab Reichs­
lei ter Rosenberg. n

Original Rimmler decree, dated
1 December 1335. Rimmler's
official seal.

Copy of report, October 1940
to July 1944. (With 1015-gg-PS)

.
Decrees. Das Recht des General 16, 17
gouvernements p. E 800, p. E 810,
p. E 845, p. E 846.

Copy of report by Dr. Posse, un- 18, 20, 21
dated.

Original printed datalog, undated. 19, 20, 22

Copy of report of Special Delegate 16, 20, 21,
and 22

Copy of letter Rosenberg to Goering 7
18 June 1942.

Original note, dated ~7 June 1944. 12
Signed Dr. Ullman.

Copy of inventory - Attached to
1015-b-PS.

Original letter Kutz to Rosenberg 12
dE.ted 28 September 1941. Signed
Kutz, Gen. Commissar White Ruthenia.

Copy of internal memo,. Rosenberg 6
Ministry, dated 17 May 1944. Ini­
tialled Mi1we-Schroeder, Ministry
Official.

Original letters, June - October
1343. Signed SS - Lt. Colonel
Sievers.

Original report, undated. Signed
Schimner.

Copy of message, da.ted. 1 Jun~
1944. Initialled Ut1~a1.

Original letter, da.ted. 12 July
1943 and repo~t attached. Signed
ivunder.

Copy of message, dated 6 June
1944. Initialled Utikal.

Photostatic copy of letter Goering's 7
to Rosenberg, dated 21 November
1940. Goeri~ls signature.

2522-PS

l233-PS

l709-PS

1118-PS

1600-PS

1773-PS

1015-i-PS

1109-PS

1039-FS

10l5-gg-PS

1107-PS

1015-b-PS

176-PS

707-PS

l?l-PS

158-PS

Document No.

159-1'5
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