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.Lo T.ti: H ,'l'Um.:. OF TliL 1':- RSLCU'rJJJII

'l'uroUe;£1:1ut tho perlod ot National Socialls'i; rule$

'rellg1oue liberties in Germany and in the oocupied areas

were seriously impaired. The various Christian Churches

'lrleI"e 5y-stel.latlcally eur. or;,' from errectlve commun1oation

with the peopleD They were confined as tar as possible

to lj.n.e perl'ormance of narrowly relig10us tunc~10n's., and

etTen w1 'thin thiB narrot1 epllere ,,{ere euoJected to as many

hln~auceB as the Nazis dared to lmpoaeo Tno~e results

we~e accol~pllsned par~lY by legal an~ par~ly oy lllegal

and ter~orlat1c means o

XI" .!dL PROB1::1~ OF h:31'1I.BLl.SHln~ CRI1UNAL RESPJ.lli§lBILI'l~

I

To establish criminal r~epons1bll~1 in connection

wltn linls persecut10n lt 1s sufficient to show tnali f.Ie[sures

~~~en against tne Cn~lstlan Churonee were an ln~egral

pal't; of the 11at1onal Socialist BOheme of world conquesto

In many cases it '1s also posslOle to snow that tne measures

In qllestlor~ were crlmlnal from. th.e standpoint ot 'Gorman

or or lnternat10nal law; dependlng on tne reg10n in which

an given act Was commlttea.

A. ~~.£o~1~ted 1~ Germany Proper

By Art1cles 136 {freedom of fa1tn and oonsclence)a

136 (rlgn'l; to tile enjoyment of 01:1",11 and polltlca.l rights

-- 1 _.



lndep~nd.ent of l'elis1oua c!'ee~i) r. 137 (freedolJ or religious

association and incorporation) /) 138 (cOInt;mtatlon of atute

contributions to religious bodlee)p 139 (legal recognltlon
,

of Sundays and publio hol1days)e 140 (right to carry out

rell~ious wor~ ln the Army and pub11c lnstltu~lons) ~nd 14~

(maintenance of religious lns~ruction in tne German

educational system) ot the ~le.1mal~ COr1a'tl tut1on, wn1ch were

never formally abrogated by tne Navlonal Socialist reglme~

many be-sic r1G1lts were gran'Ged to 1"'ellg1ous orga.nlzat1ons o

Although Articles 114 (freedom ot tne person), 115 (freedom

from searches and seizures); 117 (seoreoy 01' communlca.tlon)ll

118 (freedom ot speech and ot tne preas), 123 (frep-ciom ot

aSl:'emoly ) .. 124 (treed.o;;l or 3B8ocJ.alilon) ana. 10\5 l.t·lghts ot
1

prope:rty) \'lere suspended on 28 li'eb:r-t.tary 1933. D A.:.t·;jic::i.tJ~

155...40 and 149 wero loft untouched., and still. rcr.'ll).in

theoretically in force" Respect Zor the principlo of

reJ.1€;;1ous freea.orn "Jao rei tera"{jed 1n val"'1,oue off1cJ.al

2
pl"onouncemen~B I:>y HaZl leaders o Specifio rellg10us llbert1ea

Wel'E:: also 6ut1.l'autieed 1n VQI'1oUE 0uactmenllS of the Na:cional
"l

Soolalls~ state~ part10ularly tne Concordat ot ~o July 1933~v

CONJ?IDEIlrrIAL--



:1:.t i~:; S\lf't:tc:i.ent. to show that they were in viola ti,on of these

:Legal prov:i.l3ions Q

13 () ~...<Jl.1!l1~L.~~~...lnco.r1?or<!...t.!J ..<l..!!l~o. !:h~_J.~illb.

1he legal situation with regard to acts of persecution

:In ·these areas depends upon the e,ttit;ude taken conl~ern1.ng

\~he legal effect of S.ncorporat1.ol'lo If' it is asswr-:~d that

:lnct)rporation actually teok place, religious guarantees in....

cluiled in the Weimar COllst! tution, the Concordat and other

(~?wau, enactment.s would presumably apply to the'incorpornted

·;;m?j?:itories (. In that case "the problem or es tablish1ng the,

~.llegali..Cy of' acts of persecution c01um1 tted in thet)e areas

8ub~~equel'lt to incorp01"Btion1 would be ·the same 9.S in ~iio

ea:30 of acts cOIImlitted :L'"l G'~1rmany proparo If it is as.tJumed

that the act of incorporation, as an incident of aggres~1ve

\Ja:r:('~r'c~ was inV&;lid and w1thout legal erfect, 'the problem

of establishing the il1egalit:y' of acts of persecution com....

mitted in these areas would be the same'as in the ~ase of

&.C'CS committed in other occupied areas; considered 'belovlo

G (> ~.....QQmn!ill~tL.HL..Q~lJ..GL...Q£gll~~~LAr_~

The rights and c1ut:t~~s of the Nazi authorit:1.es in these

reBlons were governed by the p~ovisions of 1nterna~ional lQ~~

pa:i."t;icula1"ly Article 46 of the H~~~~Q!1!!.-<2~Ji~

§:.:t~..9.!1r.t.K...tK!~~~~~.Bm~_g,L~s 2B.....~~~ which prov:ii!es,

that "l--eligious convict:tons and practice must be r~~spec(;edGM

~"IM_"--'-""._ ... __-.::"r,p .

1. 0 Austr':w 't'J'aS incorporated 13 March 1938 0 Wesi;ern Poland \7a8
incorporated 26 October 19390 See special memorandum
~tn.Q~t~~~~~Jl.u!

.~l~.nx.o
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To derT.mct:'[). to the 111ocn11ty cif ny.,oc1:Clc ncta of persecu...

tion 11l. thece o.,renc, ~t 1'1 Dufficicnt to show thn.t tl.1cy

oonatltqtocl. n violat1on of thoDo ~)rov1s1ons.

III. '1!HE BASIC !,IAT;rONAL SOCIlU.,I~T AT'i'ITlJDE T'O'·'d\RD CH.HlSTIA.N
I . 'd'liur{Ci-I~5 - • • ---

!1nt1onc.l SOo1ul100 by 1to vex-y nature wt:l.a h·ict11e: to

Chr1st1D.I1ity nnd the ChrictlD.n chUI'ches. The pu.rpose at the

National Ooclallet movement rlllO to oonvert the GeI'fl!:.n pf'ople

into 0. llOiJ0(.;oneouB rao1al G"l-'ou', uni ted in ull 1te e:lOrr;1os

for prooccutlon of aegress1ve \'Jurfnre. Innumernble 1ncl1ontiona

ot this faot are to be founa in the speeches and rJrit1nc oj'

Hitlor [lIlU. ot}lcr re (ipOnalb~o .L'I(;l.ZJ. leaders. The f'o11ouing

statenento by HitIer rony be t:.,j:en as indicat1ve.

1I;.;VU1"r"J truly nnt10nal l(l.e~ 1s in the last l'ocort socia! ~

1.6ol.l he nho 1s prepared so cODpletely to ndopt the cause of
his pooplo that he really l:J.H)i"JO 110 higher' ideal thWl the
prosperi ty of this - his Ot'll~ ?eople ~ he vmo hue so 'taJ;cm. to
1iJ.eart tho Llennluc.:; of our c;ro:"..t aone; 'Deutschland, Deutl~chlund

ubct' ullea D th·t noth1nG in this \'lorld stands for h1L1 >1gher
than th10 Gemt.UlY, peoplo a11(} l[lJl.d" land tuld people:> he 1s
a SOC\inliot ~ II (Speeoh g1ven in : :nnj,ch# July 25 ~ 1922s tl..tJ1ls.....
lat10n frcn Adolf Hitler, nv lTe'il Order, adl ted by Iboul de
Roussy <1e SnleD. Reyn l 1.1 nnctIIltchcoclt';· ,New York, 1941~ p. 39)

"Even tod.~ ve are the lenst loved people on eaL~th.
A \?orld of :1oes 1s ranged aGainst us and the GerEIDll must still
today cake up his mind whether he inteno.e to be a freo soldier
or n nh1 to Gleve. 'ilie only pO::JOible condl t10ns U.l1der which
u Gero'1.l1 stn te Can de-velop a.t all nUGt therefore bo: tho
un1tief1t~on of nll Gernn.ns in r-.:urope, educntion 'Con"!.rc10 n.
nutlonul C JDccl0UoncBc, and l"of1..dines~ to place the uZ1010
nat1onl\l c:trength without cxception in the ser'vice of tho
no.t1on. 1I (Speeoh e;1ven in J..J.,mich, April 10* 1923~ transln1iion trom
HitleI", ..1l)id~ po Zg)

ltIf cO\'1D.I'ds cry out: 9Bu JG we have no llx'ma! ~ that io

CONli'IDE;'lTIAL
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.i1e1 thor here nor there: \'Jhcn the 'whole GermDJ1 people MOWS
one \"1111 Lilld one will only - to be free - in tha t hour we
ahD.~l l1uve the instrument vi tIl \"7!'l1oh to win pur freooQn.
It mo.ttoro not t'Thethcr those tJoapone of oure are h'UDc'1l1e:
if they G(l.in us our freedoo~ they are Juatlfled before our
conoc1ence ana before our God. It (speeoh glvan in r.~1ch

Au~st 1 1 1923. tranalo.;c1on froD Hitler, ib1d., p. 65)...............
1f'I'l16 conception of pc.clfian translated into praot1ce

and applied to all sphereo Duct Gro.dually len.d. to the
destruction of the coopet1tivc 1l13tlnct. to the dcotructlon
of the ,n.i~ib~t.10n for outot,~n<.l1nG Qchleveoent. I Ot111!1ot sllY:
in politics rle \Till be pac1fiots, l.'le reJeot the 1dot1. of the
necoos1ty for life to Gafeeu~1 itself through confliot ­
but in oconooics we \'lant to rona1n keenly conpet1t1ve.. If
! reject ~le idea of oonf1iot 'ns such. it 1s of no inportnnoe
that for tho tiDe heine thD.t 1l1eo. 1~ st1ll applied in sone
sinGle Dphorcn. In the last 1'0 00J,>t :~o11t1c~1 dec101ono are
decio1¥ve :.~,!lc1 detorolne tlchl(;voDont in the B~nr.lo o::hore."
(speec~l G~ve:l before the Indus '·l'"'y Club at Dtlsoelc101'f # Janun.:ry
27 ~ 1932, tr:\llslnt1on 1'1'00 Ii:.. tIcr • .!E.!.Q." p. 101.. )

It 711cre cnn be no ecollmnc life unless beh1nc1 this
eoono!Jio life there s to.ndo tho de ternined. po11tical rl111 of
the no.tlon renay to st~1ko - end to strike hard." (same
speech" p. 111)'

ur/o l1ational SOoinlist.s Cinco Of'lffie from \"lur, fran the
experionco of \1[lI>. Our rJor1d ideal d3veloped 1n uar; nOt1,
if nooeoor-PY. 1t will prove lt~~lf.tl {speech given at the
sportpt~"~Dt~ Der11n~ on Cctobor 10, 1939, trnnslat10n from
Hitler, 1b1<1., p. 759)--
AlthouGh tho prinolpDJ. Cb.rlot1on Churches of Gemnny had

long been f'.oGoc1atcd rrl th c:)n00 rvnt1ve ~!J3's of thoucht~ tlh10h

meant tha.t they tended to nc;ree rr.tth the Nnt1ono.1 Sooialists

in their' fl.uthor1 tar1an1BIJ o in their attacks on Sooin.l1so nnd

Comnunis:-:, and 1n th.;,lr cnmpc..1Cl1 aGainst the Vcrsc'l.il1cs

treuty~ their dootrinal oomo1t8ents oould not be roconc1led

with the prinoiple ,~f rf.lc1em~ \'l1th a foreign pOlicy of un­

1101ted OGcrooo1ve warfnre~ or ~ith a domestio policy involV1r~

the cOIJp~ete subservience of Church to state.. Since these
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W0J:"; fundament.al elements of ,the ro;atlonal Socialist

proG'I'u.rr.. , conflict was inevita.bleo

Important leadel's of the National Sooialist party

woulJ Lave liked to r.:'lOet' thls situation by a cOBPlete ex­

tl,J;pat1on of Ch.I'lstianity and the substitution of a pu:t'ely

racial l'eligiQn tailoJ;'ed to fit the nocds or !~a.tional

Sociclist polic7o This radioally anti-Christian position

is J':ost signiJ.'loantly presented in Alfred R08en:be..l'e'S

lly&l. of the Twentieth C~nturl {one of the great best-sell~ra

of Nationu] Sooialist Germany and generally regarded o after

Hitler t s .Me1,:a I:ampf J as the mOf3t 8.uthoritati'lre statement

of :',at.lonal Sooialist Ideolop"y}, and in his To tile Ob.scuraHtlsts
r ......,....-........ ••--

.2t our TJ.m~ (Jan die Dunke1IJtaenner•.~E~er Zeit) 0 Sinoe

RO$I.Jnberg was editor in ohief of the chief party nev.'spaper o

thG y'oelkischer BeObaoht~Z:t_.tlleReich Leader of Ideologioal

Trainine and tbe possessor of othe],~ prominent positions under

thv I~atiollal Socialist regime" his ido£..s were not ....jlthout

ofi"ioial slenii'ioance.. Thus in a deolaration of 5 ~10vembeI'

19J!~, Baldur von Schlrach t German Youth Leader declared in

Berl tn; f?RosenbEU'e' a way is the way qf German youth .. nl So

far ns this sector of the National Socialist party is con­

oernod, tho destl'uction of' Christianity was expl1ci tly re-

cOClll zed as a pill'pose of tlle Ira-tional Socialiat "~oveIr,ent ..

l-o-CHted in The E.Bl'secutlon of the Catholic Ct;uJ'ch in the
1.b..i.t.£l Reic.b.~ (Lon~OlLg Burns Oates-;-1(40) ~P:-83:- - -

CONFID.J~NTIAL......_, -..........-.........
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Oonsiuerat1ons of expediency made it lmpo8oible,

hO"w,vel"~ :for the national Ebcio..list government to adopt this

radical oJlti-Christ1nn policy offioially. Thus too pol~oy

actu.ally ndopted was to reduce the influenoe of the Christian

Churches no fDI' as possible throuGh the use of every available

menns, \71 th;'Jut provokine tho c11:fficult1es of an open Dar of

exteminntion. Thtlt this tlas [l.ll off1c1n1 policy can be deduoed

from tho following reoord of nCnau~es aotually taken for

the ~~)~ur.u.lt1c porsecution of Christlnn ehurohes in Gomony

a,.Tld in Gcman occup1ed arego.

IV. POLIO Ii; s ADOP'l~D IN TFlli r:~H.SLCU ~Iotl OF THE CImI8'.i'IA!1- .

Tho nature of the influence exercised by the Christian

Ohurcho n varied cons1derably 1n the various re61ono tmder

National GoclnJ.lat oontrol. Po11oiea adopted 1n an nttenpt

to countoract tlul.t lnflt'enco nore correspondingly varied.

A. !2J.lciqs Adopted .1Q...9.£!,Ofl.1R[ ProEe~

Porsecution of the Chriot1nn churches in GOX'niUW proper

gave rino to very speoial probleDs. Since Geronny una de­

stined t~) provide the· oentral force for the 0001nr; UllI'S of

agcit'esnion, it was partioularly neoeasllI"'J that the r.,ern~

people be ni t..~(l.rntm from 0.11 influences hostile to the ~.lnt1ona.l

Socialist p>'11osophy of' nGGTOc[1i /Xl. T'tlis mennt thn.t the

influence of the Christian cburchoB would hc"lve to bo

min1m1zo<1 l1S thorOUGhly as poooible. On the other hand, t>e

predol1inc..n tly conGervative nllc1 Plltr1otl0 influenco exortod

·CONFIDENT~
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b;V' the l,arge~: Chrll3~lan Churct.lfilS was a factor or soma

positive value trom th0 Nal,ional Socialist standpoint D and

insured tho$e ohurches a s.ubS"~antial LIlSasu;t'6 ot support

from conservative groupa destinsrl to play an iv..tportant part

in the National Socialist plans tOll aggress1ono Persecution

ot th8 Churohes in this region had. therefore to be effected

in suoh a way as to minimize their etrect!va in1'luance with­

out breaking the unity ot the German peopl~p and without

destroying the capacity of the ohurcl16S to fulltill the!.\'"

historic mi&sion of oonservative sooial discip11ne o This

could only t<3 aocomplished\} at lea2t the case of the :major

Christian cb.urohes. by a slow and cautious policy of gradual

encroachment 0

In acoordance with this nocessitYIl tho Nazi plan wal!}

to show first that they ware no toes ot the Churoh» that

they were indeed interested in "Poait1ve Chr1st1an1ty~~were

very good ix'iends of the Churohes and did not at all want

to interfere in religious matters or with the 1ntol"nal attairn

ot. the ditferent denom.1nationso Then under the pretextthc-.t

the Churches t.hemselV6$ were intertering in political and

estate ~6.ttel's. they would deprive thi;1 Churo.heB~ step by steps

ot all 0PPoI'tun1tyto attect German public lite o ri'he Nazis

belie"t'ed that the Churohea could bo starved and strangled,

spiritually in a l"alatively Short time when they were deprived

or all moans of communication with the ttiltl'1ful beyond thfD

Church building. themselves" and t,errorized in suah a men:o.ex­

that no ChuJ;·chman would. dUJ":'s to lJpae.k out openly against N"tlzi



pol icies t> This general plan h~\d been. estahlished even before
"

the rise of' the Naz:1.s to power <> It apparently cam.e ou't of

discussions among an inner circle comprising Hitler h1mself i

fl
Rosenberg~ GOrinS' Goebbels, Hess. Baldur von Sch1rach, ~Tick~

Rust, Kerrl and Schemmo Some Nazi leaders or s~path1zers,

and some later collaborationists who wers f'aithtul Oatholics

or Protestants, such as von Epp, Buttmann and von Papen, may

hava been left in ignora.nce of the real a 1m or He.:1:1 church

policyo

~~~~~mSf .Proq!o Tae best evidence now available as

to th~! e:r..1stence of an ant1=Church plan 1s to be found in' the

:17s 'tematie nature of the persecution itself. Diff.erent steps

:Ln thGt persecution, such as tho campaign for the suppression

of' denominational a.nd youth organizations, the campaign against

the denominational schools, the defamation c~pa1gn against the

clergy~ started on the same day in the whole area of the R~1Ch

or 1n la?ge d~strictst artd were supported by ~e entire ~eg1~

meilted press t by Nazi Party meet1.ngs, by traveling Party speake:rso

As ~jO direct 0vidence, the directives of the RGich ;hopllganda :-,1in1~try,

it they have :not been destl.".01oot would be most au·thoritativ8o

i:f they have been destroyed lJ quest1on:1ng of Nazi newspaPGrmen

and local and regional prQpagandists might elicit the desired

Elvj.dencs o It is known th.:lt Hitler used to diseuss the plans

of his political action with those members of his ~x.mer circle

who uere Gspecially ~oncerned with the respective problens~

b tf ~Rosen ~l"g, Gorin.g, Goebhels, h"10k,9 Rust. Baldur von aC3bl~~8 R'.aft"l

Q.QNEIDEtlTIAL
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and Sor..eDJID. are the leading N6.z~who took a flpeo1e.l interaat

in the relationship or state and. Church" (Se~ Hermnn Rauschnlng;:

in h1s chapter on Hitler's reliBious attitudes in The !~:.!_2!.

Destruotion., and Kurt LUdeke, 1 Knew Hitlaro Both wltnesseso~ .........................;".;.,,;;;---.
however, ere to be used with oautiono)

But even thou~h the basic plan was unit'orm, the oppoX"tun­

ities f'Jr carrying it into affeot ~ und hence the spacitlc poll(~iea

actually adopted) dlttered substantially t'l·om ohurch to churcho

The princlpe.l churches to be oonsidered in this oonnect lOll ara

tile tollowlng~

I l he Catholic Churoho.. National Socialist relatione w1.th

the Catholic Church tall into three olet.rly murkE:ld periods 0

a 0 The Period Prior to the Seizure or Power 0 DUl"int; this
pr p=. -

peri9d the relations between the Nazi PartY' lind the Catholic

Church were extremely b1tt@ro AS an opposition PU'ty, the

N~tlonal Socialists had. tilways violently attticked "Political

Catholic1sm" and the collaborution of the Center Pal:"ty with the

&oc1a1 Democrats in the Reioh und Prussian govern...enta, declar-

ing toot they oould find no dl:t'i'erence among the so-called .§Y..!!.~

Rartele~ (parties which collaborated in the system ot constitutional

goverIWlent ) " "On 8 Murch 1933, Goring in a speeoh at·Esssn summed

up the Nezi attitude tOWbrd the Center as follows: "Eaoh timG

the red robber was about to steal some ot the German peopl~~s

properties, his black acoomplioe stood thieves t watch,,"l On their

1: Essener Mat~ronalze1tung and other German newspapers for ~
MarCh 19330
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par~, th~ Ger.Qan bishops, st1gmatizL~g the Nazi movement as ant1­

Christia~l? forbade the clergy to participate in any' ceremonies~

such as funerals, 1n \7h1.ch the Nazi Party was officia.lly represented~

and refused the sacraments to party officials" In. sevaral p~storals

they expressly warned the faithful against the danger created to
1

C~~llan Catholicism by the Party"

b l) ~J:2.tl..~-!!:.~1!}..:~~.~..Q. of Pow~..r t~ill,L§!m~~_o!.

]b..El-.Q9n~~Q During this period, the main concern o~ the ne\7

reg:l.me was to l1qu.idate the political opposition" Their strnter.y

TIas to convince conservatives that the effort~ of the govGrnmen~

'l;Jere being directed pr1marLly against the Communists and other

forces of the extreme left, and that the1-r own interests !lould l.'e­

mau1 sure in Nazi hands as long as they 'would consent to ref'rain

fro"} po11tieal aettv1ty" Irnmedia.tely after their rise to porler~

'thererore~ the Nazis'made unmistakable overtures to the Churches~

and tried to convince the Cath01j.c hierarchy in part1eu.la.r tha. t

after the dissolution of the Center Party and some Catholic organ~

izations of more or less political eharacter~ such as the ~~-

J?!?!!~.~Utg,C(.b~L-~,no obstacle could remain in the ':lay ,)f

complete reconcil1atfon between the Cathol1c chur-eh e:1d the Nazi

statal' The C-erman Catholic "hi-shops., influenced by the exp~r1el1ces

of' their Italian colleagues, 'l,"Jhos€ relationS with the Fascists



t"!Ildel'" the I...ateran Treaty of 1929 had been fairly smooth» accepted

the Nazi propositioil v PoU1" parlel's for a Reich Concorc1a.t started

1mInediately 0

Meantime the Nazi government abrogated all laws and Degn~

lations of the Republio protecting non-danomin6l,'tioual groups of

the population and abolished the right to pursue anti-religious and

anti-Church propaganda o The Pruss:lan government closed the so-...c;a,lled

secular (!ml.t11elJ,i) schools in which no religious instruction wns

given and re-established religious instruction in professional and

vocational schoolso1 All orga.nizations of free"':th:i.nlJ:e:rs t"/ere for".,

bidden o When the Reichstag elected on 5' March 1933 con.vened~l the

govel~ent organized religious cer~nonies for the l~otestent ruld

the Catholic members of Parliamento2

And in his speech before the Reichstag, to which he pr0~'

ser.ted his government» Hitler declared: ttWhile the reg~~e is d~=

termined to carry through the political and moral purging of 01.U'

public life 7 it is creating and ensuring the prerequisites for ~

really deep inner relig1osityo :Ben~f1ts of a pe:rsOl1al natu:re~ uhich

might arise from compromises w1~~ atheistic organizations, coald

outweigh the results which become appal"'ent through the destruction

of general basic religious=p.'Chlcal valueso The national regime

seeks 1n both Christian con~e3sions the factors most unportllilt ~or



·t will respect agroement~ con-

Cll'1.de.-d hetweel1 them and t,he stataso Their rights will not be 11i=

f:ri.i1geCl 'I.l.pon o Conversely, hO\'J0ye:r~ it expects and hopes that the

national and ethical uplifting of ou.r,' people, wh:lch the regime has

taken for its task, will enjoy a stm11ar appreciation. f.ha national

r~gime \'r:ll1 conceda and safeguard to the Chriat~~ conf'ess1aJSth~

influenoe due them, in sChool e.nd education.. It is concerned with

the: sUlcel'e cooperation of church and state" The struggle 'against

a materialistio philosophy and for the creation of a true folk com~

mun1ty serves the interests of the German nation as well as our

Christ.1an baliefo n1

'Un<ler such circumstal'lCeS, the conference of Germ~ bishops,

meeting as usual in Fulda, decided on 28 March 1933 to lift all

:res ti~ictions imposed on members o~ the Church adhezo1.1lg to tho r~az1

movementQ2 Tn1s opened the door to maSs adherence to the Party

of pl"ac~tic1ng Catholicso The rush started immediutely'o ,All those

German Catholics who were inclined to adopt Nazi political views

and hac1 hesitated only because of the ant1-N~z1 attitude of the

hierarchy hastened nO\'l to jo1n 'che v~.ctorious party of the "national

r0volutiooo" Former members of the Center Party:s right \'Jing, who

had alvmys advocated collaboration with the parties to the right

of the Center and with the German nationalist movements es~bligQed

-chem9t;:1ves now as so-called "bl'idge-buildersR trying to expla.in

ideolo~i~_l affinities be~veen the anti-liberal character of

Catholic politics and the Nazi system" They insisted especially on
"~.M I ........ &:J'rIt

~ Th5.d 0" po 1330.&. ~ .......-..CIlUW ;
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-chs fact that the Church waS gu:1cled like the Nazi flWVel1l0l1t by the

leadership princ1pleo1 They were soon joined by turn~coat~ from

"the left w;!.ng of the Center and the Catholic youth IIlovement, persons

who llls1steq. that the "socialS.stu and anti....capitalist chara!Jter cf

the Nazi doctrine coincided marvellously vlith their own v1e\Js on

the necessity of social reformo

In order to ram:h1ti the C~.tholics of ths danger of not

ecnn:lng to an a.greement with the Nazi state, a certain amount

of pressure us at the same tim·s maintained against themo A

thoL"ough job VIas done in purging Reich, state and municipal.

adm1nistrations of officials Qppointed for their adheL"el'1Ce to

the Center or Bavarian Peop~e's parties~ Former leaders of

those part1es~ including priests~ joined Communist and Socia~

Democrat leaders in the concentration camps~ arm thG campaign

oj.' hatred against the ublack fl was resumed,,2 By April 1933 the

bishops were making u.ppeals ?or clemency toward former c.'i.vU.

sel"\7ants who, they pointed outt were not able to ,join the

celebration of national awakening because they had heen disminsG({

from posltions in which they hed g1 len their 'best to the com""

mtmlty of the German people 00 A.nd on 31 May 19.33 a meeting of

the Bavarian bishops adopted a solemn statement d1r<2!cted against

the tendency of attributing to the state alone the right of

1 0 Sa~ the program of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Kathol!sche~
D.eutcher, ~b1d" ~ PlJ 436. and 5'04·<} See also the dec],0.T.'ation
or Archbis op Graeber, lbi~q? pu 463~

20 Se~ ~o, pa 186, 263, 2680



(t<lu,'Cs.ting, tn"ganizing and l~~l.d1ng~olog1cally the German youth ... 1

A feu rieeks later~ -on'18 June 1933 5 the breaking up in M~~lch

by Nazi hordes of a manifestation of the Catholic Journeyman

Associations (~e}~~rej~~) became the starting point of

a Nazi propaganda campaign agalllst alleged efforts to keep

"Polit1cal Catholicism?' alive/)

Tension was mounting again when news that a Concordat

had. been 3i~ned on 8 Ju1~7 1933 in Rome betw0en the Roly See

and the G2:rman Reich seemed to altar thG situation eompletelyo

Fo~ the fl:r.st time since the Middle Ages the Reieh j:t3elf had

(~:r~te:red into e.n agreement with the Roman Cs.thol1c Church.

Moraover~ the new treaty was apparently ent1re]~ to the advan~ .

~.g0 of. the Ch1.1:rchtl In return foY.' the retrer.-.t of GeI":llW.n

C~tholicism ti~m the political scene, demonstrated by the

s(!l:t..·dissollltion or the Center Pa1""ty2 and the syn hI'onizet1on

(Gle:lchschal'tung) of theCatholic press3 , e.n official guarantee

was g1v4?.1l the Ch'LU'ch in the :form of an international treaty!)

of ml1 the ohurch rights that "Political Catholicism" had

fought for % f:reedom for Catho11~ ol·ganiza:tions, mg.:lnt(;) lance

,")If' denominational sohools, and pl"esG7."vAt1on. of th$ general 1i:l-

fluence of the Chur~h on the education of the German youth~

AmO'ag the j) 2,rticles. of the Concordat,. 21 t~ea.ted

e:cclusive11 rights and prerogatives accorded to the Church;

r: See Persect10n of the CEl thalia Church in the Third Rei£!!
Po 5160 See also Horkenbach!. ibi!h;P:-i70" --

20 See Bo~kenbach 9po cito '0 275~

30 See 't1.~' ,&aw ConcerniM..f~it9>~ of 4 October ;1.933 (RGB!o, I
(1933) pC) 713)0
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rGciprocation consisted only in a pledge of loyalty by ~la

clergy to the Reich government and in a. promise that Catholio

religious instruction would emphasize the patriotio duties of
I

the Christian citizen and insist on a loya~ attitud0 tovmrd

the Fa therlundo Since it had always been the practice ·':)f tho

Catholic Church to abide by established governments and to

promote pla'tr1ot1e convictions &IDong the faithful~ these stip­

ule.tiOl'lS of the Concordat were no more than legaliz£tians of

an existing cust~o

The Concordat was hailed bY" ,ChUTCh and Sta'ce authoritiec:'

as me.rking the end of a period of distrust and suspicion and

the beginning of close and fruitful collaborat'.onQlO Hit1e~"

imself advised the State and Pa:-'ty officials to adopt a

friendly attitude toward the Cathol:J.e Church and its im~titu'cions

on Germ~n 8011 Q He expressed the wish that Catholic organizations,

now under the protection or a trea~~ or friendship betueen

Nazi Germany and the Holy See, should no longer be regarded

by his followers as symbols of an effort to remah1 outside the

ne.tJ.onal oommunity and to' form 8. way of l:1:te apart from the

official line of the tot&11tarj~n Third ReichQl

r: 'Statement of 8 July 19330 Quoted in Nathaniel 1-Ucklem9
~ational Socialism and the Roman Catholic Church (Oxford
university ass, pQ ~



Co !!La Period !,ollo.Y4-n6 tl!e, .Sienature Of••t~..!. Con­

Goxdat o Durine this p0riod» rolations betww~n the Nazi...-.........
state and th~ Catholic chu~ch beoame progroscively WO:rS6o

Eaving gained the support of the Catholic h!\;rarohy in the

(~ruoial early days of the.L'ee;ime by signinc t,l:'le OO!loordat 9

~',;1ey took advantar.8 of' their subsequently illoI'easing stx'ength

to vlole.te everyone of tl10 Conoordat 9 s provisions»

!;radually stripping the Chu.I'ch ot all its lJlOI'e impol·tant

J:if'htso Specific instances of the various phases of this
~

persecution are presented in ~ection V belo~~

By 1937 it had become clear that the nazi state was

not to be appeased by Catholic e:'fo,I·ts to accoEl.aJ.odate the

ChUl'ch and the State in the :'orm ot a Conoo.1.·uat t1 and that

rtitler QS r..ov81'noent had no intention to adllol:e to its

pa.t't of the doourr10nt" Convinced 0 therefore, tha t the Church

had. been in er~'o,I', in the face of the irreconcilability or
its teachings ~ith those of National Socialisn, in

abandoning its earlier OPIJosition to the m.ovement II the

Ch~'ch ~eslllnod its contkoversy with Nazi doctrine, while

continuing to suffer tram Nazi practice~

The new campaien may be considered to have been

inou[.ul'a ted by Pope Pius XI in his ~nc.vclicC1.l of 14 Me,tob 1937 jj

. 1
ontitled r~ bI'enl1unde£, ~orce"~ whioh by-underground meanS

't"Jo.~1 spI'ead by Catholic youth throU(~hout Gdl'l.lany and was

fil'st published to the wOl'ld in the orieinal Cu.t'Gan tE:lxt

com~ ID~NTIAT...
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by a .reading (21 Max'ch 1937) fron all ,l,l.oman Catholic pulpits

in Geroanyo Pope Pius XI denounced the violation 01' the

Concordat by the Nazi state v He deso~ibed the actions of

·the NazI eOV6l'nment aC::11nst thE; church as '11ntrlgues \\1lioh

from the l:>egtnnlng had no other aim ttlan a \'JUr of exter=

niDation ... o.In the fU.dOW of peace in which we had labored

to sow the seeds of true peace» others ••• oo\;ed the tares

of suspicion. di:;;coJ.:d. hatr'ed, calw;my, a aUOl'et and open

i'undauental hostility to Ohrist and his ChUl'ch" fed from a

thousand different SOU.l:ees and makine use of evex:y available

ueanso"

The support of t1'lo Holy See encoul'a~d som~ o~ the

German bishops ~ ai the.l: in oou.rar.. aoua sermons l! diocesan

,~storals~ or in their colleotive pastorals issued usually

;'rom Fulda. the seat of their annual confe:t.-ouces j to

:'.I"otest vieorously acalnst both Nazi ideolocy and praotioe"

E~pecially notable in this work weI~ Cardinal Faulhaber of

Municbv Bishop von Preyslne of Bel'lin" and .8ishop von Galen

of Mtlnst~ro Among the more notable p.t'otests were the )?a.JJtD!"Ql

issued from Fulda on 19 AUcus~ 1930.1 the Fulda Pasto:ral ot

1941, which was read frau all pulpits on 6 July 1941~ the

::ulda Pastoral of 22 March 1942 and the 'FH1~1.a Pastoral of

19 August 1943 (.2 In spite of these pi:otdS .... :J. there is no

SUbstantIa! excel'pta in ,i;nelish are to bw found~g p" 30~4()
All these pastorals a.i:e 'ceJ:t~inl.Y' ttval1ttolu in tll~ oi'fices
of ev~ry Gel~an 41oosaa o
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evidence that the Nazis were in any way deterred from their

cQmpuign p in violation of the Conco~dat, to dest£oy cho

position and influonce of the Catholic Church in Ge4manyo

20 The Bvanr,olico.l ChuJ.:ch" Unlike the Catholic ChUI'ch,

i,jhe I:;\Tangelical ct.u..r·otes of Gel·!J.uny \Ve~e ol'(:anizations

\',hose supreme o.d.miniatJ.at:· ve o,I'f,ans W81'O located rdthin

\'ihe bO.1:del~s of Ge.l'I:l8JlY 0 Among the "':;vangelicnl cluI'GY and

lni ty there ,;vas also u substantial f:l'OUP, thQ 1.10re extl'ems

..vl1.bul's of "ihloh 'i,eJ:e t.novin as tho Gt:HU:in Clli;istians ll who

·:16I'e entirely in acco.l'd with the PU.l'poses 01' the National

~..iocia.list govol'w.ltmt 0 \ri th l eeal'd to the "':vo.ncelioal chur'ohes,

t.hOl'efol'e, the policy of the Nat ion~l ~ooi ..lists was not simply,

etS in the oast:; of the Catholio ~hUJ:oh, to 1:1.Z1it the

:-'.ctivities and influence of tljO OhUl'oh or-;~,L~lzatlon. but to

Co.ptuj,:e and USe the ohwoh organization for tLeir own purposes"

~e attempt to acoomplish this purpose falls into two main

~)o.t'lods (l

ao The PeJ:lod of Gel"man Chl'1stian Pr-udominanoeo The

oasential strategy of the fi..cst p~J:10d or tit..> National Sooialist

g'OVli;l'noent was to impose hifjl1y oontlalizad Ol:eans of admin­

i~tration upon the Ge~uan ~vancolical Churcl~. and to place the

u:wr'cise of the powers' thus cl.'eut~d in the l;oliable Nazi hands

01' Gel'Llan Christians. In this Way it was ltoped to secul'e the

G'lim1nation of Christian influences in the1vaneulioal Church

by legal or by quasi-lecal means o

OOIGi'IDEI7I'IAI.



~~h0 eampalcn b~cun with a conp.'Ems oJ' Ge,rman

O.fl.ristinns ~ 1101d a Ro,r1in 011 .3-1,. Apr'II 193.31 i:hich declal'ed

:1.tself in i'uVOl: of a united ;~vangelic8.J. CtlU.L·ch Oi.'ou.lizod

decording to the leade.A:ship principle €\l1Q. tJ ~~ tenotei of' the

Forty {inoludiI!f'~ anti-JorJ.itinr:d, One of its leo.uers was

'-'he al'my ohaplain t LUd\'lig MUllo.i:, a fj:iend of' IIi tIer» who
If

on 25 Ap.t'il was appointed the Fut~J:'e.i..'~s l:'vp.l.·\.,S0ntative "with

full pm,vel's to doc..l \":1 th the affail·g of tho Evanf~:elical Chul'oh It

in its l'elations v1i.th the st .te,,2 Yi~ldin~: to the Ola:nOl' fo~'

r.rdfic:~d;ion) the COJ.iIi1itteo of tIle Ge.t'IQ.£l.n Gl1"lJ:ch Gonfedel·r.tio:n

on 2) April 1933 au tIl orized J ts presidt.:Jnt 0 ;)j;" <j Kapler~, to

(J'l,lXjT ttl'ouet a .r'eo~·Banizutlon of tile const:Ltution of the

Ct:'l\l'ch" After the constitution had buen acc0ptod by the

Council of the Chu.rch Fedt;}.l'ation and l:'GpJ:esOl,tati~ros of the

~ndeski.t·chen it wns published on lIe- July 1933 by the_.... .. .
Government of the r.eich,. togetl1C;1r ...·,'i.th claw :t:ecognizing

tillo new Gej.'man ,J;vul1celicul Cjlu.rch as a corpo':i:ation of pub15.c

lo:wuJ The essential pUl'pose of thi~ ll:lCislQtion~ ,·'.-hile

ostE;JDsibly leaving thQ Lar(ieslci.~'chen ind.ep·..muuut in w.a t t<.:.£,·s...._"'-...........

of confession and viorshipl' was to create a (:::::ntl'f.\l, admin"-'

ist,rativa Ol'ean, h0:'1.d0d acco.!:'d:Lnr, to the l.andarah 11> principle

by a 4(eich Bishops; and vested '.;ith completG 'power to cont.J.'ol

udministr'a',ive and l:-\Cal a.otivities of tll~ Ghu,i"ch.,

CO:NFT.0.8l'rI'IAJ.....-~...,.-~_.
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t)(\ placed h.' th(·~ hands of }:ul.··tnl)_~E·l C ':1c 11 '-.il ~ ",'" • S~ • '"' ... _ J'\~,••• d . .:.1.. .... w l. J.D.r; c. 'J~~rp l:JIII

Ct.'tzi pressuros were thGl·efor.a lwed to cont.:t:ol the I~lection

or tto fil'st ~'ce:lch Bisho.p., B(~fo;J;'e the elections' G-crmnil

Ch.:t:is,I'jin.u control {)f the L'Vangf~Ll.ceJ_ Chtu~oh i.n Pr·u.ssia ViaS

insureo. by Lhe Q.ppointmont by Dr u i~ust ~ PEllS:3ian Y,~~l.tll~wste£.v

of a, Stat5 GnrrJ.miss5.Ol.!.e.i.· for C;1u..L'uh Affr.d.rs :tn Pl·U8f.da,,, Th:i!3

')ffi(~ :l.Gl£l DX" <> :'fn.cer· ~ 1'"'/308 a Gez·r..an Chx'ist,l:W, and throHgh h:1.s

t,{)o1!;: the ndlliin:tstra.t.iono:f tb.'3 t 1t.tl.X'cl1 v:i.l"Gually out 0:1;' :1.ts

O",'iIl hands" 1 III :Qj.-d.pa,>:':L:'lg tLe elac \lions 'lor the n.''1.t 1(m~.l syr..O'l

·~·dc.h 1.'illS In t.n:en tiO eJ.ect t,Le ~.0i..:;h 3ishop;. It i.:: said. that

::'i1E' alo.reT \~'(n'e not, allowed to ':}~Ke.?:clse thci:r trac..ltional

t. i.[ht;· to lirr.it the 7O'tGJ:S ·to ac~';.ive (~huJ:ch .. ....:r;tber::l ..

T.!.le nieht. bofol'O thG el(-;1(~'tion 1:itldl' lntbX'vene<l r:ith a

H.J..uio r;-,1(L>6S8 st.ronely i:lUppoltinc thfJ GU1~::J.cn Chl'iHtians,,2 The

~; f)(JJ.l'GGi.ib •.:l' theLr ofl.l:didate t'·3.:.u,OJ: \',1.;18 olec;:l;;id to 'tho entil'ely

l:<JVI Dffice Bif3ho.'P of ~el"Usf-~ia b~'.r a Geno;cai ~:~7nod 01' tho

P. ·Gtf.'JSV:HJ.t c:llul'ch I)f Pl'ussifl in D. s~3ss1on ...-\on1nated b;., a

C'<)J.L'ian Ch.rist.:lan ma.1 or1 l;y~. 3
End. in wh:lch 75 ilOm'beJ.··B oi' t.he

oppos:E,ion W~lO d<3sired to p;!.'otGst we... e not cllm1i~·;tl the floo.r

p () )00 0 For an En{~11s.h

p '" 195':,~8"
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Vice President or the Pruss ian

01(~.c'Ged Je:lch EishOp by the l'Jo.tlonal Synod., ~'nd proceoded

to 1'1.11 t;he ctmtra1 adroinis'!:,.1.td;iol'l ;.'itl't otb.:!' Ge~.:::;~n

Ghl'istians ~ suoh as Bishop OJel1'bfi'el 01' RambuJ:CI) 8:.Ld :Pastor

1 oSBE;nfelder of £1 b~J. feld) J.e8.dGl.~ of t.he GG.l.:l1un (~,,'L~istia.ns

<.; 1Sup rOmE) GLurC£l ouncll"

The new administra.tion pr'oceeded EtS !'up5_dlY e.3 possi.bl·,,;;

ljO nee i\~,"3 POv'i:61'S for the accoHpli~I.\'l!nent oftihe ~N'azi Church

()f' th" c i i.>J'l"!y., I;:i _'-" ......... l4

:'ISS00 ia.tians 0

and to secure the dissolution of 1 JliCious

(Fox' specific di.?tails, see J0ctior:: Y belowol

Xn his attempt to intet:I'ate the vUl'ious '±-2E.Q.~ki~.~:1l~l)

:Jil10r was aided by .yr 0 Jl:lL::er' p fo.rm.ed.y State Com:nissloneX'

fo:r ChUl'O,h Affairs in Prllssia f) \<110 in ApJ:J.l 1931.. 1\;'3.S takE1U

111'(,0 the Spix'i tual Coune i1 an 1 ~eal r.nLber ~nd lH;'::1d of the

Cl','Ul:C!l Chancer,y'" Oil 9 AUf,Usti 1934- 1\i.i111er su.-woncid. a National

.;.7:noc~ 'p::1cl<:ed. wlth ~azls to Bcrllno It t~r.-a:·JJror·red.. all its

:>o·w<a.rs to Muller and p.1::escri. ;'A3G. a fOl~J;l 01' 0[1 th f or all pe..sto.X's
')

~tnd C,hl'..J:e.tl offici(JJsu~

• ~ 4 _" l

..e ~c·r_' '\""1,1 •• \.- ..,~ <'h- '" '-t-.rn~" ". ... ''''J 1"'1' )': ""'. '\j"~•.'.' -'.L- -,," \" •..,.;.......,_ \ .D.l.,;;;llV;'>!J v ~ c... v ~ .t:' v uv -.. ,- • \1._ \.1. ...L_~, .~ "''''E:'.t:' . vc..\.4- lC~ vi,..

1)y tl'luso mee.ns falled o 1J.1he GhlL:'ch.e;3 of ·:f{a1l1JovoX· z ';:iirl;temb::H"g

~1:cc1 BaVal'i"1 l, ul1dej,,~ the lead0).·si'dp of L1.tJi.r- .1.'uspuc'Givo bishop:;~

( -, ...... L'" 1 -. "I • n .'" j <! •. J}'}j )..1 11ur 1!,er VT.J; . .J.a§ .) J.)e.~ ....l.!l:!

cor:·'T> ~_:.WJ.':uu..
Y~""~'_'.ll_~"·_,,
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Marahrans~ Vlurm and M81aer refused to yield to :pre88ure~

and were 8upported by a vast majority ot the1r pastorso

When \'l\1rm and II:e1ser wera placed under house arrest, public

demonstrations occurred in their support 0
1 On 28 October 1934

"a civil court decltt.red allot Jager's aots in.Ba.varia to have

been'il1egalo2 Opposition finally crysta+11zed in the ao~oalled

Cont'esoional Church, made up or the Churches or Bavaria and

WUrtteillberg and representatives of protesting Evangelical clergy­

men in other parts or Germanyo On 21=31 May 1934 and 20 October

1934 the first and second Confessional Synods of the Evangelioal

Churoh ot G3rmany were held at Barmen and at Dahlem re8pectlvely~

and s\!cceeded in unit1n.g a large part of the» German Evangelical

Church in protsBt against the doctrines sud Ch~rch polioies ot

the Reich Bl~hopo Obviously the attempt to make the Church a

united agenoy tor the accomplishment 01' Naz1 purposes had

failed o Thus Reich Bishop Mltllar9 e.lthough n&Ter being forced

otficially to resign his position, was gradually supersGded by

other agencies oX Nazi control. and t'aded trom the scenso

b o The Period ot Direot Administratlono Around tho

middle of 1935. a new attempt was made to establish unity within

the Germn 3vuDt;elical Churoh, this time by the use or

Government uuthority ra.ther than through the agency or the

German Christians operatinG wl'tJ.l1n the Church Government \) To

I: Reportea-rn the foreign preaso Evidence should now be aval1abl
trom the ,bishops thelI16elves. or trom members ot their dioceaes o

2 0 Citation unavailable hereo
30 Reports of these events were kept out ot th~ presso Details

Sh~11d now be available from Niem811ar and other Confessional
laaderso

CONFIDE1'TIAT......... __ -.-u
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this end the power's of the f:ove~'runent in Church affairs were

stl'sngthenado On 26 June 1935 a ~w on the Settlement of Lee..a1

2uestions Arisipg 1n the Evangelical Churchl deprived the

~vo.n[e1ical churohes of their ~'i(',ht to sue befol'e the regular

COUl'ts, and set up a special administrative COU1·t (Beschlussstell~)

'i.'lith the POW61' of fin;ll decision in such matt·... J:·s.. 'rhls

dOI>::cived the Chur'clH~8 of the rights of self-ad.ministl'ation and

protection in the civil courts to which as oorporations of

publio law they were entitled under Article 137 or the Weimar

Constitutlono On 16 July 1935 Hitler announced the oreation

of t.he post or a ...ta1oh Ministti.l.' fOJ: ~coleslastical Arfalrs o
2

Ono of the first a.ots of the new ministers Dro Hanns Kerrl}.)

v~o to transfer the Beschlussstelle from the Uinistry of.
Interior to his own j~risdlctiono On 27 July 1935 he made him~

self president of this special oourto On 24 September 1935 the

oreanization of the ministry \~S further developed by a Law for.
the Safeguarding of the German Evangelical Church 3 by which

"The Reich MinisteI' f or Ecclesiastical Affairs is empowered!)
\

for the restoration of orderly conditions in-the German

Evaneelical Church and the Regional Evangelical Churches s to

issue ordinanoes wi-th binding lee;al rorceo" On 20 March 1937

tho Minister for Church Affairs delegated th~ administration of

tho Church to Dro \~l~er~ president of the Church Chancery

of tbe German Evangelioal Churcho4 on 10 December 1937 the

COl-:FID.:i:NTIAL



appointment vw.s made permanent n and he was authorized to

p.l:orn.ulgate ordinances on all church matters except questions

of faith and worShipol Thus the exercise otoontrol over the

ontire Church adolnistration was placed in tho hands of

covernmont appointeeso ,In this way formal lacal validity was

given to all subsequent acts directed ae~inst the German

Lvunrelical Churches~

The principal viotims of the ensuing persecution

't'A).L.'e members of the Confessional Churcho At first an attempt

\;US made to oonciliate them by the appointment on 14 October 1935

of church oomndt~ees~' on whioh friends of the COnfessional Synod

. vOJ:e represented, for the government and administration of the
2CLu.rches() Although some of the protesting Landeskirohen were. .

thereby reconc1led~ many of the Confessionals ~arused to aocept

the authority of these committees~ This wae mat with a series

of repressive measures against the Confessional Churohg On

2 December 1935 the Minister for Zcclesiastioal AftaL~s deolared

their central orgam (Provisional Church Government~ and the

COtmcil of Brethren o~ the Confessional Synod) illegalQ3 On

2 December 1935 the authority of the Church rlinistry was
n

ex,ressly denied by Dro Niemoller o leader of the Confesslonalso

In May 1936 the leaders of the Confessional Church

addressed a memorandum to Hitler denounclne the.anti-Chrlstian

~9 RGBlonI t!937) po 1)~6o
2Q ~le, ~s Drt~te Rei9~ (1935) po 304oAutho~ity for the.

appointment or these committees was eiven 1n the ordinance
of )'October 1935 (~qBl~IJPo l22~) ,

JQ Ioia~ po 3060 Autbo~ity for this action was given 1n an
orarnanc~ of the same date {~oJ I (1935) po 1370)0

CONFIDJ~NTI~
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aots of the goveznmente1 ~hen this was met t1ith further acts

o? represaion p the failure of the church c~~1ttees to effect

a ~econoiliation Y~s admitted by EcclGsiastlc~l Minist~r Kerrl,

in a report to Hitlero From that time onward the official

attitude was that the Confessional Church was 111egal 3 and its

activities were persecuted to the point where they became

almost oompletoly ineffective Q For sp:,ciflc instances ot this

per~eoutioni see the tollowine sectionQ

30 The Christian Seats o Certain of the smaller Christian

socts, especially the Jehovah°s :ntnesses (Ernste Bibelforscher)

and the Pentecostal ~~sociation (Freie Chrlsteneemeinde) were

puxticularly objeotionable from the Nazi standpoint because of

thou advanced pacifist views,) Since they were without

iuportant influence at home or abroad, it was possible to

proceed against them more drastically than against the larger
?

Christian Churches 0 Both groups were th~rerore declared 111egal(~

and there were times when almost no adherent of either group

tmn outside a conoentration campo3 For specific instances of

this persecution see below, po 32-33).

20

Not reported 1n the ourG~nt G~rman presso ~vid~nce should
be obtainable from Niemoller and other Confessional leaders y

This 'was done not on a national but on a local basis o Thus
the dissolution in Hes~e was accomplished by an ordinance of
18 October 1933 issued by the Hesseschen Staatsministerlums
and published in the official Darmstadter ~eitungo (See

. JoWo (1934) po 1747).
See Mic'~em, 0Rooi~~Po 51, and Franz Zuercher, Kreuzzug' gagen
daB Chrlstentum (Zurich, 1938, Luropa-Verlae)o
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Bo Policies Adopted in the Incorporated lu~eas

In areas like Alsace-Lorralne or we~tern Poland u and

to some extent in Austria. where the Nazis vre~e attempting

to incorporate a sUbstantial non-German population into the
,

body of the Reich~ local church organizations were teared

prim~£i11 as potential centers of national resistance to

German dominationQ The policies adopted acainst the Churches

in these reelons were therefore' particularly severe a the most

seriously afflicted being,vrestern Poland o A summary statement

of the measures taken in these regions» tocether with ~

vigorous protest against them, is to be round in the memorial

of 15 December 19~2 addressed to the German Minister for

Church Affairs, the German Minister for the Interior and the

Chief of the Chancery by the German Catholic bishops
1

ass~mbled at Fuldao For specifio details see 'Section V balow¢

Co Policies Adop~ed in other Occupied Areas

In other oocupied areasf) VIi'dch were desiened to support

but not to take a leading part in the Nazi campaien ot world

conquest» the need to impose a unified Nazi philosophy was

less great than in other regionso Thus thex~ was no general

motive for persecution in these areaso In reeions~ like

Slovakla p \mere the Ch~'ohes proved een~rall1 cooperative

with the occupying authorlties p they were officially favored"

Not avaIlable here~
of German diooeses o

Should be obtainable in the offices

CONF 1DE~~IAL
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Dut in oountries where the spirit or national resistanoe

was widely supported by the looal ohurohes, the Nazis

felt no oompunotion about perseouting them vigorouslyo

The oountries to surfer most in this respeot were the

Genel'al Government of Poland and occupied Norway\) . For

speoific instanoes of pe~!secutlon in these areas see

below» Seotion Vo
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Vo 1:!EI'~~ODS, USED TO 11tPLEl:E:r-rr THE POI/ICY OF PERSECUTION

In order to implement their ceneral policy of persecu­

tion, the National Socialists intorfered at every possible

stage in the activities of the Christian ChUrcheso So~e­

times they accomplished their purposes, by direct interven­

tion of the Reich or Land governnents under their control

or, in the case of Norway and other occupied but unincorpo­

rated areas. by intervention of a native puppet governmento

At other times they preferred to acconplish their purposes

throuCh the use of the SA, the Hitler Youth and other Party

organizations 0 The principal ~orms of intervention were the

following ..

Ao Interference With The Central Institutions Of Church

Government

Tho easiest way to achieve rapid results in the de­

struction of the Christian Churches was to paralyze their

central institutions, and thus deprive them of the advan­

tages of central leadershipo This was acconplished either

by the direct seizure and exploitation of those inst~tutions

by Nazi or pro-Nazi personnel, 01" by interference with the

effective operation of those institutions which could not be

thus subjected to seizure and exploitationo

CON?IDENTIAL
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1e ~he Direct Seizure Cf Central Institutions Qf Church

Government 0 This could be most 6asily accomplished in the

case of Christian Churches which had a long tradition of

dependence upon state authority. This aspect of the perse­

cution was eenerally carried out throur,h the fOrL'lS of law,

without the necessity for-any important adnixture of illegal

action.. The rJost important cases of this sort were the

following:

6. The Seizure Of The Gernan Eva.ngelical Church. The

steps Whereby leeal control over the central governing

Insti~ltions of the German Evangelical Church was estab­

lished; first on behalf of GeraB.Il Christian supporters of

the Uazi goverhment, later on behalf of the Na.zi governnent

itself, are outlined above pp. 19-26)

THE PR OI3LE'IJI 0F PHOOF. The rna jor steps in thia proces s

are a ~tter of legal record. The principal laws and

ordinances by which the seizure was accoopllshed are cited

above.

be The Seizure or 'Ehe Uorvlegian Uational Chu1'cho The

Evangelical Lutheran state Church, to which 9006~ of the

population adhered, was a state church established by royal

decreo. Church affairs were handled by the Department of

Church and Education.. When the Germans invaded the country

and Bet up a Relchsko~ssar for the occupied Norwegian
1

territories, they e~ined control over this central organi-

~Deutsche Verordnungsblstt r{U- NorwefianL AP:t'11 30 - May
6. p. 2.

CONFIDENTIAL
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zstion4 Pro-Nazi No~vebians were pl~ced in charce or the

Department of Church and Education, subsequently replaced by

the I.1inistry for Culture and EnliGhtenment. These powers

were exercised in such a way that the entire No~vegian pas­

torate, with insiGnificant exceptions, decided on Easter

Sunday, 1942, to ~ake joint resignation of their public
1

orflces and salaries t thus proclaining their conviction

that the central institutions of tile state church were no

longer available for the accor~lismaent of Christian

purposes 0

THE pnOBLE:: OF PROOF. Al thourJ1 .no. tlve norweGian

collaborators j)}f.ly€>d the principal role in the persecution

of the Norwer:1a n church, 1 t is a r:w. tter of legal record that

final control ovor and hence final responsibility for their

actions rests v,'i th the German Reichskomissarlat for Norway.

All necesBa~T evidence with regard to the course of the

church conflict in Norway can no doubt be obtained from

Norwegian church authorities ..

2c. In'cerference \11 th the Narronl Operation of: Central

Institutions of Church Governraent. In the case of the Cath-- --

olic and of some Protestant Churches, the Nazis were unable

to gain control of the central institutions of Church

CO~1FIDEUTIAL-
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government. In these cases they tried as rar as possible to

prevent those oentral institutions from operating. The

methods used were more or less drastio, depending on the

oirctunstanceso

no Le&al Abolition or Central Institutions or Church

Government. In acoord with the generally cautious policies

adopted by the Uazis in their campalen f'or the persecution

or the Christian Churches_ this device was sparingly used ..

The principal cases are the following 0

10 Prohibition or Certain German Sects. Under the-
Nazi reGime the orcanization and activities of tho Ernste

Bibelforsoher and FTeie Christe~emeinde were deolared

illegal. They were rigorously suppressed by the police.

TIIE ,_p_n_O~n_L~E_~~O._F~P~R_O_O_F. For general rererences, see

.{ above, p. 26 ).. The dissolution of the Jehovah's Vii tnesses

was declared in violatlo~ of' Article 1937 or the Weimar

Consti'cutlon in a case decided on 26 Iitarch 1934 by the

Special Court of DarI:lstadt (Jurlstische Vlochenschrlft (here~
," .
after abbr. Jo W.) 1934, po l74qtJ Uost courts, however,

upheld the decision of the eovcrrU;lent.. For cases illus­

tratinG some or the ways in which members of this sect were

persecuted~ the follow1nc court decisions should be con-

sulted:
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(1) Roftwal of a 1.'. "ddlcr 0 s liconco c,
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:,,«al tUl~Cl'!.c::lJ.~::sh~~· of 8 l.1ay 193C (hccer. Vol. 37, p" 553);
It

(2) Rofusal oJ: a permit to practice as a midwi1'e. Sachsi-

3ch~ Oberver~altungseericht,~ Decenber 1936 (J.~o 1937,

p. 1368); (3) Dismissal of a postal c1erk~ Relchsdienst-
It

~trafho.f, 11 February 193& (Zeitscl~lft~ Beantenrscht

1936, p~ 104); Refusal of the riGht to conduct family wor­

ship in the home. Reichsgerlcht, 17 February 1938 (J.P.

1938, p. 1018); Removal of children from the custody of

their parents. Landgericht IIauburg, 6 Bay 1936 (Jedrecht ~o

igdwohlfahrt 1936, p. 281).

ii. Prohibition of the Central GoverninG Orcana or
~e_ German Confessionals. On December 20, 1935 the Provi­

sional Church Governnent and the Council of Brethren. of the

Confessional Synod were specifically declared illegal by the

Uinister ror Ecclesiastica.l Affairs. Although the repres-

sive censures actually taken were not sufficient to prevent

these croups from actine, this rulinc prevented them from

enjoy1ne the privileges of public law corporations, to which

the Evaneelical qhurch was entitled under existinG Ge~~

law.

THE PRaBLE!! OF PROOF. See above, p .. 25-215)

CONFIDEnTIAL
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which placed severe restrictions on the right of

state collected runds.
1

1934

b. The Impost tion Of Financial Contx-·ola Upon The Opera­

tion or Chu:-ch Govorn:menta. Tho pir"1nc1po.l 01"~19t1an

Churches of Germany had long derived their ~in financial

support f'rom state collected church taxes. To I:mintain ef'...

fective control over these organizations it· was therefore

sufficient to deprive ther.1 of all other sources of revenue,

and to impose state restrictions upon the expenditure of

The Sammluncsgesetz ,0f 5 Novenber

churches and other organizations to solicit contributions

was an i~portant hindrance to the f'inancial independence of

all churches.

1. Financial Control Of The German Evan6elic8~

Church. The establishment of nachinery for financial control

played a major part in the Nazi capture 01" the German Evan­

gelical Church organization. Under earlier German law

local church authorities had exercised considerable author-

ity in determlnine the rate of and allocatinc the revenues

from church taxes. On 11 Uarch 1935 the Prussian government

deprived the ?russian church of this power by setting

1. RGB!., I, (1934) pc 1086
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up sta.te controlled finance departments for the l~na.genent of

the finances·of all Evangelical churches in Prussia. By
1

ordinance of 25 June 1937 state controlled finance deparbnents

were set up for the Ge~nan Evaneelicel Church and for each

of the Provincial Churches, with the right to regulate the

conditions of service of all officials of the general church

admlnistrations, of the pastors and of the local parish

officials and employees. By an ordinance of 9 June 1937 it

was provided that all church collections had to be subject
2

to the approval -of the central church authoritieso Since

the control of the contral authoritios of the German Evan­

celical Ch~ch was in Nazi hands this meant that all Prot-

estant cOnGregations, inclUding those Confessional congre­

gations Which had been maintained by voluntary contribu­

tions, could be deprived of all financial support at the

discretion of the Nazi authorities.

THE PRODLEU OF mOOFo· The legislation by which this

control was exercised 1s a matter of record. For a

specific instance of the way in which the resulting power

was exercised. see below, Case 1.3 ,

I. RGBI., I~ (1937) po 697~
2 0 Citation unavailable here.
30 Citation unavailable here.
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CASE 1.. THE Fn~ANCIAL COERCION OF THE DAIILEf.T PARISH.

The Dahlem parish of the German Evangelical Church, being

located in a fashionable part of Berlin, ''tas comparatively

prosperous. It enjoyed an income of around 400,000 marks,

half of wh1ch exceeded its immediate needs. Vlhen its pastor,
t1

Dr. Niemoller, leader of the Confessionals, was dismissed

"from his pastorate by the Reich Bishop Muller on 1 March 1935 t

the congregational assembly refused to obey the order, and

asked him to continue to serve. They refused to transfer

their income to the central church oftices, and devoted ab aut

half' Of 1t to the Confessional Church •. The transfer was

finally enforced, however, by a commissioner appointed by the

finance department ..

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF.. Evidence should be obtainable

from Dr. Uiemgller t and from other· serving members of the

parish ..

. c. InterrUpti go of Off1cj a] CQmmun1Qa!1ons Xl! th1n

.the Church Government.. The effective operation of any large

. organization depends on the maintenance or free and confi­

dential communication be~cen officials. This right

~as guaranteed tor the Catholic Church in Germany by Article

IV or the Concordat, which reads "In'1ts relations and

eorres1>0ndenee \V~th the bishOpst clergy and other members of

i:he Catholic Church 1n Germany, the Holy See enjoys full

freedom flo The same applj.~s to the bishops and other diocesan
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officials in their dealings with the faithful in all matters

belonging to their pastoral off1ee~n Violations of this

right played an important part in the total Nazi scheme for

the persecution of the Christian Churches", As early as 19J5

the bishops were made to realize that their correspondence

and telephone calls were subject to constant survel11~ce by

1
the police ..

The following eases might repay investigation.

1. Cases 1n GermanI Proper.

"CA§E; _2 II In February t 1937 Dr .. Zollner t the Chairman

of the Reich Church Committee t was prevented by the police
n

from visiting nine Confessional Pastors of Lubeck who had been

arrested by the secret police. This interference with his

"attempted conciliation led to the resignation ot Zollner and

his committee on 14 February 1937.

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Evidence should be obtainable

from serving Confessional leaders ..

CASE .:1.. When the bishop of Wuerzburg t Mgr. Ehrenfried t

travelled to Rome in November 1938. he was held up on the

German frontier. and had to stand by while all his luggage and

Cl ocuments were searched.. Photostats were mn.de of everything

v~1tten in Latin~

IRE PROBLEM OF fRQW. Case 3 is reported in The-
~e(:utiqn or the eatholic Church in the Third Reich t page 42.

Since Mgr. Ehrenfried is alive and still bishop of Wuerzburg

j.t vrould be easy to have himself as a witness ..

~'S'ee: +.rfie 1"ersecution of the Catholic Chur9h 1n the Th~Id
. Re!£n, p. 42.~~ COI'IlIl2ENIU..L
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CASE 4" In 1936 the off'lces of the Diocesan Adminis­

tration of Freiburg 1m Bre1sgau were raided by the Gestapou

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF" Case 4 is reported in ~

Persecution of tlle Citnol~c Chy,rch in the Third Relch~ po41o Arche>

bishop Groeber and every member of the Diocesan Administration

of Fre1burg who held his position prior to the reported 1nci­

dent m1ght be Witnesses.

CASE 2. In 1937 fifty officials of the Gestapo searched

the offices of the Administration of the Archdiocese ot Cologneo

THE PROBI&M OF PROOF. Case 5 is reported in The Perse­

cution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reichl page 41 ..

Every member of the diocesan administration who held his position

prior to the reported incident is a potential witness.

CASE 6. In 1937 the offices of th.e Vicar General in

Aachen were searched.

THE P,B0BLEiM OF PROOF. Case 6 is reported in The Perse-=:.

smJ,on of the Oftholtc Church In the .Th!rs,l ~, page 42,

Every member or the diocesan administration who held his

position prior to the reported incident is a potential w1tness~

CASE Z. On 31 August 1938 Cardinal Faulhaber's offices

in Mun1ch were searchea ~

m PROB.I&M OF PROOE. Case 7 is reported in The Perse­

s:ution or thg Catholic Church ill. the ThiJ'd Reich. pace 42.

Cardinal Faulhaber and every member of the diocesan administra­

tion who held his position prior to the reported incident might

be a witness It

CONFIDENT IAL.
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CASE '8.. On 15 April 1939 the offices of the Bishop ot

L1mburg on the La.hn were searched.. The archives of certain

ecclesiastical foundations were confiscated and carr1ed away,

together with the money belonging to them ..

fIlE PR..OELEM OF PROOF.. Case 8 is reported in The Perse~

£ut1on Of the Catholic Church ~n the Third Re!~ht page 42.

Mgr c> Hilfrleh, bis~op of Limburg and every member of the dioc­

esan administration who held his position prior to the reported

incident might be °a t'fitnoss &

gASE...2.. In the Diocesan Admin1strat1o~buildings in

Berlin the German bishops had set up an Information Bureau

under the direction o~ Mgr .. Banasch.. This office was raided

in December 1935 <t All papers Vlere examined t and Mgr .. Banasch

~as arrested and held in jail until March 1936.

THE. PROBLr,M OF PROOF. Case 9 is reported in Ahe Parse­

£,illon of the Cathol~c Church 1D the Third Rej,el:].. Count v ..

° Preysing, Bishop of Berlin, Mgl'o Banaseh himself' s-1"ld every member

of the diocesan administration who held his position prior to

the reported incident coUld be witnesces o

1i. Cases!n the Incorporated Areas

CASE 10. In 1938 a search was carried out in the

o:rdillariates of Vienna, Salzburg and Seckau ..

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. Case 10 is reported in The Perse­

~~ion of the Catholic Chur-£h in tho Third Reioh ~Qze 42~

CONFIDENTlAlt
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Cardinal Inn1tzer, Bishop Pav11~owsk1 and every member of 'the

three diocesan administrations who held his position prior to

the reported 1ncidents might bewitnesses~

B. Interference with the Persons ,of the Crlergx and of Lay

Workers

Insofar as it was not possible or prudent to control

the Churches through -their' eentl-al administrative aparatu.s,

it was possible to cr1pplethe1r work by in"cimidat1ng or ellm1w.

~~t1ng those clergymen or lay workers who were attempting to

carry out church policies. So far as the Catholic Church is

concerned. the rights of the c~erg:r to. special protection

were guaranteed in Article V of the Concordat, which read "In

the exercise of their spiritual activities the clergy shall

enjoy the protection of the State in the same way as State

officials. The state will take proceedings in accordance

with the general provisions of State law against any autrage

offered to the clergy personally or directed against their

ecclesiastical character, or any interference uith the duties

of their office, and in case of need will provide official

protection 0" In spite of this, interferences with the personal

security of the clergy, both Protestant and Catholic, and or
leading lay workers of the Churches was very freely used as

a means of hampering the aetivities of the Christian Churches $

This was accomplished by the following means:

gONFIDENT!AI,
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1.. !.h.e_ M-urq~Z' of ChUI'ch Leader§.. In line wi th their

8fmerally cautious policies of Church persecution, the Nazis
,

Vlere somewhat sparing in· the use of' these means.. The official

Nazi policy was expressed by Robert Wagner, Gauleiter ot Baden,

when he said NThe Catholic church need not imagine that \'Ie are

going to create martyrs. We shall not give the church that
1satisfaction -- she shall have, not martyrs, but criminals,."

E\'en 't'11thin the borders of Germany proper t hovlever, there vlere

some instances of the murder of Church personalities, and in

the :tncorpora ted areas, where the reactions of public opinion

were less to be feared,·the numbers of such cases were quite

substantial.

a. Cases in Germany Proper. The cases in this category

most worthy of investigation are the deaths of the Catholic

leaders llausener t Beck and Probst. They are cons5.dered in

detail on pages 8-10 or the report on "Criminal Ref,~ponsiblli­

ties in Connection with the Purge of 1934", R&A No. 3113.10

b. p.2~es in the Incorporated Areas co The murder of

large numbers of Catholic priests is reported by the Polish

Min15try of Information in London as having occurred in the
2incorporated regions of western Poland. Since no sufficient

r~ In a speech delivered at Loerrelch (Baden) in the fall
or 1935, as quoted in ~e Persecution or the Catholie
Church In the Third Reich.

20 See: The Nazi Kul-turIii-Poland, London. 194" p. 9-11 ..

CONFID~NThAl,
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details are given, it would be necessary to get in touch ~1th

the informed Polish authorities in order to prepare specific

cases. The possibility that patriotic Polish priests may

actually have been engaged in acts against the occupying

a.uthorities vl111 somewhat complicate' the problem of proving

persecution in these instances.

c. Cases in the OccUPied Are~. The murder CYt numbers

of Catholic priests is reported by the Polish Ministry or In­

formation in London as haVing Ot~curred in the incorporated

regions of .western Poland. l 'Th~ problem of proof is the same

as in section 11 above.

2. !be Assaulting of Church Leaders. In order to hamper

the church leaders in carrying out their VTor1t~ they were fre­

quently sUbjected to actual or threatened personal violence.

The SA, the 55., the Hitler Youth and other Party ~rg-dnizat1ons

were most frequently used in carrying out this aspect of the

persecution.

a1) . .QasiJs in Gr:rmc.n Propor.

~S~..JJ.. Bishop Dr. Sproll of Rottenbur g, absent from

r~is diocese because of .the disturbances caused by his having

:tailed to vote in the elections of 10 April 19:;8, returned to

Ms residence on 15 July 1938 on instructions ::rom the Holy

See.. The next day demonstrations started in 'vlrlch about 100

young ;people. members of: the Hitler Youth, took part.. Few

!:-~ee: PoliSh Information Service, unm Nazi ,KUJ.tlJr._in
Poland," ,London, 1945" p .. 19....20.
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of thetn were from Rottenburg itself c» The demonstrators

forced an entrance into the Bishop's residence through

the chancellery" A group or them came shouting and yelling

into the Bishop is private Chapel, where he knelt before the

exposed Blessed SaeramGnt 0 1'her hesitated and withdrew t

D1ak1ng contemptuous remarks.. So did anoth~r party when

they saw the B~snop in prayer.. Finally, 'the editor or the

l:l..~~ of Stuttgart. with five other men, appeared

and tried :tn vain to persuade .the Bishop to leave the town.

Mean while ~ the rest at the intr'lders ransacked the offlees

and private belongings or the Bishop a Finally the mob

marched off, singing the Hol"s'~ Wessel 30ng and UDeutschland

gsber Alles".. Next day a representa'tive of the Geatapo

vis!ted the Bil!lhop and told him to leave Rott$nburg t threat­

ening that otherwise the demonstrations would be repeated e

The Bishop replied z ~ I have striot orders from the Holy

See to l'l?turn to my dioeese.., I am the Bishop at Bottenbttrl,

and I shall remain in Rottenburg t even it I. lose my lite in

doing so.ft

On 18 July another demonstration occtt1l"Gd(> Th1s time

'be demonstrator$ Il1Imbored bf.lt".,sen 1,500 and 2.000 and again

the majoritY' are believed to have come tram other places I>
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The bishop's residence was stoned$

alone four large roeks wel'e found.

A third demonstration occurred on 23 July. The demon­

strators had been brought to Rottenburg in cars and buses from

as :much as 3011iles awayo Agaj.n the crowd forced its way into

"the building <) In the bishop's private chapel they fOUl"..d the

Archbishop or Freiburg, who had arrived i.n Rottenburg, ,the

'T1ear-General and soma of the Cathedral canons 0 They in­

sul.ted the Archbishop and showed their conteIUllt for the ex­

posed Sacrament by" smoking and keeping their hats on.o Th~

Bishop was then expelled trom h:Ls diocese' by order of the

M1n1st17 of Interior of Rottenburg and left for Fre1burg.

'I'flE PROBl.EM f!! PROOF. Evidence as to the planned

nature of these demonstrations is contained in a letter, receIved

by Bishop Sproll a few days after the incident. and published

sUb'sequently in a S\"11ss paper.,1 This letter dec1Hl"as I "I

was ?ne of those present. last saturday -- not inQeed of my

own free \1111, but by order It I have always been prOUd of my

country, but last Saturday! VIas, for the first time, e.shaInad

'to call myself a Germano And a nUI!',ber df the comrades of my

section think the same VlaY as I do 0 We we!'e ashamed of' ou.r ....

3e~?eS for having -- without 0Ul~ knowledge -- allowed ourselves

to 00 used for such a scandalous affair .....By staging this
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demonstration the Party ha~ given us an involuntary proof that

you acted rightly on 10 April. The mere f~et that the SA

held to attend in civilian dress indicated that the Party-

1tself had the feeling that .''That was happening was not the

p~oper thing for the wdress of honor' of the SA."

Soon after the departure or the bishop, the Nazi area
I

leader t Dr ~ Fritsch. declared. before a thousand political

leaders of the Frelburg district in the Festhalle that "The'

Archbishop shor:.ld be thankful that he was still able to reside

in his house and had not already received the proper answer

to his goings on 0 • This ragamuf'f:Ln \'las spreading ly1ng. stat~..

ments in the foreign press, and that was high treasofto Here,

!.'mblicly. I call h1m a 1mava, a liar and a traitor to his

t ttl
c~un ryo

~he "Sproll-inc1dents" were described in an offieial

ecclesiastical annotUlCement whieh ~an read in several German

dioceses on ~he last Sunday of JulYt 1938. Coneerning the

last demonstra tion. of July 23rd ~ per Deutsche In Polen

(Katoviee) printed on August 14th t 1938, a copy of the

authentic intormutlon sent by the diocesan authorities to

the Reichminister tor Ecclesiastical A!fairsn

Printed in--tha Schaffhausenar Z1etutlg, Schaffhausen t
Sr,ritzet'lf1oo, September 13th--;-f93~. .

2.Qr~FIDE iIl"'TIAL
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Bishop Sproll, Archbishop GToebeI'? the members of Bishop

Sprol1 Ss household and the membe~s of his diocesan adEinistra-

tion who held office prior to the l"epoTt~d :tncidents could be

w:ttnesses ..

CAS~ ;J.2.. On 12 May 1935 'l;he late Archbishop Klein of

Paderbol.'n paid a visit to Hammo On his arrival he 'lJras mobbed

by the Hitler Youth t members of which tried to overturn his

car, spat at him ~ and attucked vti th their "daggers of honor"

s'O!!1e catholics who tried to protect him.. The ~ciress of \'{el­

come to the bishop at the St .. .Agnes-~~rehplatz had to be

a.bandonedo The Nazi manifestation had obviously been cal"efully

pl'epared.. Hitler Youth leadel's from Dortmund and HamIll took

part in ito

X-HE tIiQBLEi'J1 OF ffiOOlo The members of the catholic"

clergy of Hamm who were residing in that community ilt the time

of tll.e j;'eported incident could be \Vitnes~ies • Case 12 is

l"'(~po:·tec1 in 7'J.1e ~~~cutj.2n of'_t.lle-.<.&..tllQ.l:i;e Ch~eh_Jn~~

1£4rd~~~ page 252.

£JiSi!l..lJ... On 26 May 1934 th~ Bishop of Trier, ~1g-.r <>

Bornewasser, was i!lSulted by Hitler Youth at the enti of the

Confixmation service" in Kreuznach.

1lm..YR.Q.BL:Er. QF PR~Qt. Case 13 is :reported i.1 n!G Pe~.?Jl-

" I

cJ..!t.tm:.LQi.J;be CLa.tholic £h.~qUP.r the T.hil"g R~!£h, pa.ge 253.

Bishop Bornewasser himself could be a witness Q
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CASE 14.. At the beginning of 1935 the murder of
._~.~.~

C: l"dinal Faulhab€lT was demanded :In public meetings in Utm1ch<t

:E amples: a meeting or 15 February of th(l German School

Union, at which the Nazi City School Inspector Bauer spoke;

a meetlng on 17 May of the Germa.n Faj:~ Movement; fl meeting on

1.3 June 1935 at which a Dr It rngel of the l.udendorff movement

was the speak0T o

THE PROBl.EM C¥ PROOF. Case 14 is reported in~- . .. ...

1t~~~~Jon__of. the Catho).!..£...Chu,;:chJE. th2 1,!l1rd R~1c1!, page

252 <> Members of the Diocesan Administration of Munich could

b~ wi tn.asses.)

r~fLll. In june 1937 the Bishop of Tr:1.er t Mgr ..

BoX'ne\iaSSer t was attacked bodily in the Ht,Ulsrueek area.

TJiE EnOB~E..PR0QE.. See 9 !.he Perse_~\\t.i91].....9.t..Y1j1

!~~~hu.1:ch.J-Upe Tlk\r.9 Rej~cm., page 253.. Bishop

BOl"ne't"1asser himself could be a witness It

9J.\SE ~" At the end of November 1938. after a speech

by a Gaule1 ter and state Minister Wagner in PJunlch, uniformed

dntaehments tn motor-ears and on motor cycles aTr1ved in

t,,'on't of the Cardinal f s residence. A hail or stones was di~

l'ec'hod a,gainst the windows, whi.le the. men shouted ttr~ake the

rotton traitor to Dachau l1 • Armed with crowbars, the demon­

s1.;rators shattered the vlindow frames and shutteTs.
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~I!E....~B.9]1~~:'. g:y'{~ -'i1itne~s YeJ..'o:;:t F .lh:ti shed .tr:

~"':l?~.!I~:~s.hf.. in.f_Ql~ of . 27 IiIovlambe:r 19}8 (J Cu~di:f;al l~'a.ulht3.b~!'

h~~elf could be a w1tnass~

£4SlL,1Zo On 21 September 1935 th-s walls of eeclf)··..

siastical buildings in F1reiburg

insei~ipt1011S insulting the clergy ..

Il.¥U.B.OB_l~PF ,PROO1i:... Official r-epOJ.-t of. V'l(~ar-Genel:'a,l

"Rosch $ 26 September 193;, No~ 14091~

g,1~§~_1:§.. In May 1939 abusive c1emc-:n.c:·tl"a'tions aga.~t.!lst

Ca:rdi:tULl Faulhaber were renew(;)d in several places in Bavaria?

311.eh as Gal"s, Wang and Muehldorf on the Inr.\ 9' whel'e at seven

or eight points around the town poste~I's 'Dl;'ere displ2.Yf~d saying

H Away vl1th Faulhaber l) tbe friend of the ,levIs and the ag~~nt

L~, l?1iQ1ll~L9!:.ffiQ.QE.. See t 1'1l.$}._~£!:!~lo;;.'l.t.!£n.....~t~.;~~

~21;\S':..£!11Y'...9ll_t.n ~hE:L!lp.r<1lS.~f£!l~ page 262 w1·th 'FacsttJ11e

of the f..1U.ehldorf poster on the oppos:1.1;e page" Cm..d1nal

B'auJ.haber himself could be a witnoss"

. 'Zouth hurled fnsults at Cardinal FauJ.hab~,r as he ~...,~s ente'ring

his (::aJ~ in Giesing~, a suburb of Munich ~

!!.IJL1?ROB~..L.Qf PROOF._ S~e ~ .!lli!.Ji:£.W~~Sl~_q!~~

~~l1~lt;ill~)~h i!'L~.b1.td R~1£h ~ page 2 ~r4 .. Ca:.'dhml

Fa~~aber h:lmselt could be a witne~u~
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€ii'(:Jmn ~ demcnst!'ati()n~" took place against the I'Els:i.({~neE! of

Ca:rc.: r:A:tI JU?chbishop Izmi·~ze:. 1n Vienn:l <> stones \1ej'g thrown')

61J. TIi"':~'HI0l'irs b:rokell~ e. heavy aco!' 'broken y A quarter of an houx

1a 0Q!' t!..e mob bl'oke in ~ dest:r-oy5_n.g every1;hi-rtg they cc~Cd. f1ncl

in t.he ant'9chambers l> Reaching the episco:pal chape", t~.H~3r

.. ~;r1J.ck a S0crata:ry of the Cal'dinal un.cons _ious ~ al'l:1 den troyef

th<f~ sta.t'lls of eo sai'lt an~. o'i:;her p:rope:rty, ·rhe PU:i."llj.e }}~ctora.l

ring of the Cardinal '\lere :>·to1c.~j(lo The Archb:~shop s

raste2:" of Ce<!~emoniss '\i'tas hit on th.e head ';vitb a ~anrJ.elabl"a.,

(11W e,f the pTiests 'rJa~ dTagged to th<.a windaN and onJ.y ;)ust

se:uacl from tcing th.1"O\'7n au.t 0 011 th9 ?tuno:r that tho pollee

v'ere e ~J1ng they le:tt ~ first a.emandlng a signed stutemQnt fl"om

Y;hc :i.111!?.atOC of the :::esidenee t.l'k'1t 'they uould never l:'cv{~e.l t11ese

(;'\fcnts <> }Tot one of the :tntrv..c.ers t who ll~tt ~ing1ng ~12!U~..h1J!ru ..
~:

rb{~:...ql1~{'J \'las in any r:ray 1nter'fel"ad with in going out" The

(mly p l3Tson a?:r~Hsted was a eo:r'~lJspondent of Ih.e_~l~...~ ..

ltw:'-pH..Q!31&~Q.Q!.. ?hese ",vents were r(5:)ort(~c1 1

E:1.ght days late:r.,

(~au..1t~i·te.!' B\1.erckel of Vicnr..a held a ll!aSS meeting cr.~'. tht:J

H0:tc1en:pl~tz \) in rrhich he ann(Ju.lced that an attemp·t by thi~

:leJ.:'{;l' had t1een made to wOl"k tU<!J people up to a pU'cseh nga~l.nst

-:.:hc 18z1 go '€l2'nment, and that therefore some sterli~ measure:J
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t:a<1 lu".l.d to be .,"Gall:euo This sp~eeh ,q,';)5 rep'>':>:rteCl :1.:'11. the Vi.ol1na

new~rpape:rs.. Cardiru::tl Xnnitze:r could name eye·..w!tf,'DSse:> of ·tha

Nazi demonstration.

Q~~...;11o On Fl"iday., 7 October 193-8 IJ fol1ovl:~ng a

servlce for Catholic Youth in St 0 Stephen ~ s CatheclL'al :Ln

Vienna at which Cardinal Archbishop Innitzer gave the nermon ~

EitlE'!" Youth and SA gathered outsld(~ shonting NDovm V;i1;h

1:nnltzer.. Our fal th is Germa.l:lY .. " I:ate:r bands of ;)A mor.,

gatt.il:'red in front or the blshcp t s residence and ::Itaged 6.emon­

strE.tions, shouting that the Cal'dinal sh~)u.ld be taken to

l'aehau"

THE ...f!iQ1t~~."pR.9ae4 :rhese factn '~V\3:i:'e repor~:e<1 :i.n

the Q§..~"~!.2.!:.U~~ of Qe'cche:r 15 t 193a ()

£!i.§JU,g.. On 8 October 1938 a mob broke intu a hous(l

Cif the Cathedra.l OW~ia in Vienna a.nd, aft(~:r thol'O'Uf.;tuy I,Tt'ec:l:ing

was r~poTtcd to be in danger~

111]LHJm.!mJ~....f.l\OOF.. These o\7cnts 7ere reJ;.t..rtcH1 in

the f:~~o;..~J30",tJ¥:~ng of 15 October 1938" DiOC0S,~1:l. of:ti.cia13

:hl V:lenna liugh't se:t",'e as ~Tfltn'3:$:::;es l>

9.A§.fLllo In June 1938 when Cardinal Innitzl;il" j.O'ln~nE}~l'!ld

tnZ'ou.gh the northern parts of LoweI' Allst:r:lll for visitat:' on

and confirmation he was sUbjeoted to such out:{"age~, e.nd l:a.{lbb:1.:n.~s

'~l1at he decided to hreak off h:ts journey" In one tcwn -the
i

C01\~J1'-Dl'i\lT'1JlT.~ ".1. ,... ~__a> ......;;~... "" _
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TIlg'e R!\OBJ~1!..!2f ..Y!~5Lqz. (;:".~)8 23 is ;;.>epo~eted 1:n 1111.

r. ;.rl:~~,(m:f.:i9L_.of iJ.!§.J~.~:h :~.iL9.~l?~~JQ..jJl_th.e-X~f'_q ~~!£h9 :-age
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(".r1"cd ...U·, to {',~:::ll~t tlvl1l ir.. Cl.D mli'rrvool'ublB lighto Till;? mOB~;
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Xll.t~<l'lLOlllJ~7 QE...YJ~~.. Evidence not available here"

Could 1.',0 doubt be obtained from confessional leade.. s in

GermaZ1Yo

Qh.§JLg,lo On 1 July 1937 Mart1l1 N1em81ler, COIlfesslonal

leader~, was aTTested and put in pr1son~ On 7 Febluary 1938

l:e was triad before a Special Court in Berlin 0 Or~ 2 March

he '-'las sen·tenced to seven months imprisonment in 8'. fortress

(i .(~ 0 hon.o:rable imp1"isomnent) for violation or the Pulpit Law"

He TIas also fined 500 l~Tks for a violation of the rules of

"the EmnrgeYwy DecI'ae of 28 Feb:ru.ary 1933 (or1g1na~.ly dix-ected
\

agains1; the Communists) and 1500 marks for a.nother violation

'Jf 'both laws. He Vi'as acquitted of the charge of f1underhand

attacks on state e..r:.d Partyf1.. As he had been eight months in

9!'i~;on he was e.l1ovi"ed to go free.. On leaving the court he

Vias ar:res~ed by the Gestapo and sent to a concentrat1. on ca.mp

',;;here he re~.ined l,:mtil the end of the war (>

TI!& f R9!?1d.gt",oF ~9.9E.. Newspaper reports of. the
u

.N1emoller a:rrest arld 'trial.. IUemol1er himself could be a

witness ..

£A~~.. Ir.i f.'lay 1935 the parish priest of Koblenz­

Neuendorf was sentenced to six months imprisonment because

ne had "ridiculed" the Vinter Relief Work and the Na~1onal

Social:lst ~"~lfare Work 0



THE PR.01:l&F-4!-QI-: PROOF <> Reported. in german.:ta (Be:rlin)

12 May 1935.

CASE 22. In May 1936 a curate in 11annheim 't1as sentenced

to four months 1mprisonn~nt because he had spoken critically

of the Hitler Youth ..

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF.. Reported in Koln1sch.@. yolks,-

ze1tung, 18 L~y 1936.

£ASE 30. ,On 16 April 1935 the special court in Schwerin\;. r..,. . \ ... ~, J' "

sentenced to one and a ha~ yeaTs imprisonment ~gr .. Letfers,

p~r1sh priest of Rostock, for remarks made in a discussion

of Rosenbergts Myth with three students~ supporters or Luden­

dorff's anti-Christian movement? who visited him under the

pretext that they were seeking spi?itual advice.

TH$ PROBLEM OF PRO.9£:0 Reported in rI.~nkfur.t~l:..?...e_i~U1l,~,

17 lprj.l 193, ..

CASE .31. On 22 \July 1937 Father Rupert Mayer S ••1.. tva s

sentenced to six months 1mpl'isonment because he did not comply

with the prohibition on his preaching imposed by the Gestapo~

THE_pROBLEt1 Qr PROOF 0 See: The Pers_~cutiqn;;_...o:;;:f::..-it_hr.;.6

CatholJ..c Qmlrch in the Tbj.rd .~~:tcht' page 68 and Appendix III

to that book page 538-,43.

b. C~S$S in the Incor12orated Areas

qASE 3~. In 1938 at Seekau (Austria) PrinGe Bishop

Dr ~ Pauliko\'rsk1 was kept under ~u.ard for several days by

2 S8 men ..
CONFIDENTIAL
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IlfJiL.PJlQJ?,M:1:L2Jf_PJiQQl. See g X.J2!...fer,se.Q.'!t1..sm of-th~,
.cath~1.;1e.Cbm:..c.b ),n_.t.b& ,Tj:liN R~:i2~~ page 42. Bishop Pawl!..

l.!0\7ski himse1f' e auld be a wi t1'lGSS ~

i. g.ase§ in Wester.n....F.QJ.a,rn!. The imprisonment of'

laree numbers of Catholic priests 1s reported by th~ Polish

Ministry of Information in London as having occurred in the

incorporated regions of western Poland.1 Since no sufficient

deta.ils are given 1t 't'lould be necessary to get '.n touC? w~th

lni'olmed Polish authoTities 1.1 oro.er to prepare specific cases"

~~h.G pos.sib11:"1..ty th8t patr:Lo'c:1.c Polish pr:.i.eats may aetl.'.aJJ.y

'~1atre b0en engaged tn acts aga:l.n.s·~ the occupying a'lJ.tho:rities

will somevlhat complieate the problem of proving persecution

:t. g~PEL.!.J:D.1.t2~;:L. The impr1sonmentand detention

in. house arrest of l.D.rge numbers of' Nomer-ian ele:c'gymen took

pla,C€ dm."S.ng the Nazi regime.. All necegsu:;:'y evidence "11th re-·

ge..!'c1 to these arr3sts can 11.0 doubt; be obtained from Norwegian

ehu~ch author1t1es~ The case of Bishop Eivano Berggrav was

espee~'.alJ.y notable ..

11. 9..s..§Ss",jJl~_,9Jl~x:e,!.Q9!..~l'Ul!9l1.'tof_:e.~J1.. The

lmprj.sonment of large numbers of Catholio and Protestant clergy-

XlH3Yl :ts reported by the Pol~tsh Ministry or Information 1n London,

as he.'i1'~~ng occurred in the General government of' Poland. 2

r:se~a~t..JS:!11tur ~p. .I:..q,~~11'!, London, 194;, p. 10-11.
2 .. Seez Th.e-'~azi KUltur "in Poland~ London, 194;, p. 19-32.

C.QNF IILItlli1.l~



\

I
I

-I

- 5G -
CONFIDENT IAL,--

5... Bemoving Clergygen f'ror.l Offic~o nithout being ar­

re3ted~ clercynen were occasionally removed from orfice by

order of the Nazi authorities. In the case of churches

whose central organs of administration ~ere under Nazi con~

trol, this could be done by order from the hir,her church

I uuthorities. In other cases, alleced violations of state

laws were some tines punished in this fashion. The use of

essentially ecclesiastical penalties for the violation of

state law would seem ~o be of doubtfUl leGality.

-,

Qo ~2.s Involving Protestant Clel"k"YlUcn"

CASE 33" On 1 l.Iarch 1935 NiemglleJ:9 dismissed by Reich

Bishop frOtl his pastorate in Dahlem ..

THE PROBLID~ OF PROOF. Nlemgller himself could be a

witness ..

CASE 34 0 Durine the Uunich crisis of 1938 the Con­

fes81onals~ through their prOVisional governnent of the

EvaOGelical Church, issued an order of a Service of Prayer

for Peace. On the grounds that this was a treasonable act,

the Reich I.!1nister for Ecclesiastical Affairs ordered that

the salaries of these Confessionals be stopped~ and that

they be removed f'rom. their parishes"

TUE PROBLEU OF PROOF. Evidence Vlould have to be ob-

CONFIDEnTIAL
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tained from survivinG Confessional leaders, and the file of

the Reichs r.Tinistry for Ecclesiastical Affairs.

ii. Cases InvolvinG Catholic Clergyraen.

CASE 3~. 'In the sumner of 1938 IIgr •. Dr. Sproll,

Bishop of Rottenburg, was expelled from his diocese~ This

neasurs was justified by the Geman News "Agency (DNB) on the

Grounds that he "was the only citizen of his locality who

Eailed to participate in the election of April lOth."

THE PROBLEI.l OF PROOF. Newspaper reports Bishop Sproll

himself' could be a Vii tnoss GO

CASE 36. On 27 ~lne 1938 a priest nm~ed Vorwerk, the

official representative of the Bishop of Iruenster for that

part of his diocese which lay in the territory of Oldenburg.

was expelled because he had protested· the conversi.on of the

denominational schools in Oldenburg into Nazi community

schools at the ordor of the Nazi Ulnister of Public Instruc-

tion of Oldenburg.

:£HE PROI3LEI.! OF PROOF. Pastoral of the Bishop of

tTuenster, Count von Galen, read fron the pulpits on 31 JUly

1938.

CASE 37. In April 1937 the parish priest of the

Cathedral parish in Elchstaett was served with an order of

CONFIDENT~
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(~xpu1sion.. This or'der was not ce.rried into effect o."l.....y be ..·

cause 'che diocesan bishop # r1£;r 0 Hackl,. procle.iraed i"roIT.. the

Cathe<:l.zoal pulpit that he had ordered hin not to leave htf3

parish. .

TIIE PROBLTIU OF PROOF. IIgro Rackl hiuself could be a._-
'.;'/itness o See lJ.'he Persecution of the Catholic Chu::-ch in the

---------------------~---;;;.;;.;..~

Third Reich (paes 44)0



Go In"lia.;r~.:~~c..:' vr.i. th :th~ Letiviti~1J of the Glerg,o

'-hen clergymen were not molested fn their com person thay were

frequently prevented from fulfilling the normal f'unetione of their

0.ffiC9 o The tollcming forms of intervention were particlllarly frequento

1 0 Closing ,of Church BuildingL9 0 This most dras'tic .form o.f inter...

terence with clerical activities was used primarily in the Inoorporated

and Occupied terri. torlefJ o

a. Caseo in Inoorporated Areasa The partial or complete closing

of large numbers of churches in the inoorporated territones ot western

Poland 1.8 reported by the Polish Ministr'/ of Information, London. l

Thi e statement was oonfirmed in the memorial of 15 December 1942

addressed by the Cntholio bi MOpll of GerIllany to the Geman lf1n:t.ster

for Ecolesiastioal Aff'airl!J ll which said that with a very ~ew exoeptions

all churches in the Dioces8s of Posen and LitsmannB'tadt had beoo wi the>

draun fran use tt:Jt 'Worship and either sealed or used for nrehous8s or

other profane purposes, in one ca~e as a riding 8ohoolo2

b o Cases in Occupied AreaB. Although the closing of churolwl

mlS 10BB frequont in the General G-overnment of Poland than in t.he in...

corporated territories., several ollses are mentioned by the Polish

Ministry of Information.,- Londono3 The following notable oase from

No~ay should also be mentionedo

10 See The Nazi Kul'tur in Poland., London, 1945 1l po 14.
2. This' memorial is nota-vaILihfe hers o
3 D See The NaZi Kultur in eo.l,~~ Londo-Il ll 1945» po 22=24.
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CASE 380 On Sunday~ 1 February 19'.!2 the govornment authorities

demandod the use o~ the :C&th~drQl of Trondheim for a Quisling paG~or

during the morning houre o DtNm Fjellbu therefore deoided to postpone

the regular worship sernos until 'the at'ternoon.. When large oromie

sought adli1isaion to the Cathedral tor this service~ the polioe

barrioaded all entranoes and refused them ad!n:1.saiono

THE PROijtp.4 OF PROal... Reported by the Norwegian Intormntiau

Service, 3516 ),[assaahusettll Avenuel) WashingtonD 7 j) Do C. on January 261)

194.50 Although the agone;)" directly responeible was ths Norwegian puppet

government rather than the Ger.man occupying authoritYD the relations

"t>etwaen the two wore ouoh that the Germane might be fO\md reep()naibls o

'the problem of German' responsibility fOl" actions ot puppet governments

io treated in a separate study on Nazi oocupation policieo and methodso

2.. Interferences wi th Freedom of Sl?each ~d Vititil:l~0 As c)l"gani z&=

-cians devoted to the teaching and propagation ot: ChridtianitYD the

Christian Churches are peculiarly dependant upon freedom of speech and

writing tor tha acoompliashment of their nOrlIUl.l mission" When 000-

I3titutional guaranteetB of freedom ot' speech fl)ld writinr;s were vu~panded

by the Law for the Protection of Peopla and Raich1 official as~uranoe8_. -
• ''Sel''e given that the position of the Churches \fou1d not be atfectedo

Aotual measures of represaion startad almost ~1.I:lJIlSdiate1y" In t;he fall

of 1934 nro FriQkD Ministor of Education/) prohibited all' dilSouslrlio."l of

the Church question in the press» in pamphlet13 or in bookso Early the

1.. RGBl I (1933) p. 830,

.--_ ....
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:!lElZC yem: Dr", F:t'ick rapo~t€d. thi8 orde.. IJ and Drc. Rust» the Minimtcr

o~ Education ordered the protoBBors of theology in the univorBities

not 'bo participate in the church diaputeo On 28 October 1935 the

Propagenda Mini6try imposed canmorahip before publication on all

church periodioa.ls» 1 and on 30 Hovmnber 1935 thi. wall extended to all

vlritinga and pioture material ~tigraphed for diatributiono After

1937 the German Catholic bishopril gave up all attempts 'to print their

Pastorals» end had them mer~ly read from the pulpita o They were oon~

f:i.rm.ed in this attitude by a letter from the Reioh Uinister tor

Eoaleaiaatical Affairs who threatened any printing of Pastorale ~th

confiecation by th~ Geet~po or oomplete prohibition» as well as

rUl-Jhar mea6U~8 on the part of the Reich Uinister for popular Educa~

tion and Propaganda 0 "2 After the war D the papelr t3hortage was used all

E'-n exouse to en.force th<~ c6seaticm of virtually all church publioation. o 3

In the CBee of th~ Catholic OhuroZlD thece ordera and acta were in

lliole..tion of Artiole IV of ~r..a Concordat .....hioh read.!) ttrn8tru.ct1onll~

oTdinancesD Pastoral letterso official diocesan gazette~ and other

6nactInen·t8l rog~rdin.g the opiz'itual direction of tho faithfUl iasuad by

ths ecclesiastical authorities ~thin the framework of their competence

(Arto 1/) Secto 2) It'Ay be published tdthout hindranoe and brought to the

notice o£ ~Gha tai thful in the f'orm hitherto usual 0 "

1 0 Sec The PsrBooution of the Catholic Churoh in the Third RoiohD po76~770

20 quoted in a Paetoral of the Bishop of Muenster or it December 1936 0

Not available hereD but should be obtainable in the diooEloan office~

at Uuen'oter o

So See ths letter of protest add!"esoed on 1 April 1942 by Bishop Wurm
of the wttrttembargesche Evang~lische LandeskirohB to Raichmin1ster
Dro Goabbe13» an Englieh translation of which is given below in the
Appsndix v p?

CO~JFIDEN'1'IAL
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&.0 Cases Involving the catholio Churoh

CASE 39" On Falm SundaYD 14 Hll\roh 1937 0 in mOllt of 'tha pc.rlsh

churohes of the 1hird R$ich~ tM Papal Encyolioal letter about ths

sitl.l~t1on ot the Catholic Churoh in Germany (lLit brennand~t' SO!:&8)

,.a read trom the pulpits o Immediately th~ ster.:te procsed6d wittl a0ve;'~el

maasw'es of retaliatiouo 'l'w61~ printing offioes which had p.rin'God 'the

Enoyolioal wera olosed without oompanse:liiono Parish magadnes tmd

dioes.an gazettes Which had copied the text were banned tor three mon~heo

All the copies which the polioe oould get hold of vr"re eeizedo People

who had transcribed or even oiroulated the text W0re arrestedo In the

village or Essen in Oldenburg sevan Catholic girls iifuo had diGtributerl

the Enoyclioc.l were taken into cuatody and released only bvc0,use of

the threatening attitude of the inhabitant£;.

TIN~OBLEM OF""pROQFo See ~he Persecution of tho Catholic Churoh

in the Third Reichl) page 590 Trr i tnasfles could be members of all Gernllm

dio<:esan adminiutro:tiono holding office at that timso

CASE 400 Tht:J Encyclical on tba Chl'istion Education of Youi;h oi'

31 December 1929 was reprinted in Rubel" 8 printing offico in Munioho

In lhroh 1937 it was forbidden because of pe.stlages it contained about

the denominations.l schools" A Calendar tor Catholio parentlt publish~d .

in 1935 was seized because &lome part. of the Bcme Encyolioal 'fIere quotod

in ito

THE PRQBLQI OF. PROWo Reported in The Persecution of the Ca.thQlio

Church in the Third Reich (page 59)" A member of the diooesM. adm1nbtra=

tion or Munich holding otfioe in 1937 could be witness.



CASE 1:10 The Nazis gave ordera that the reading in Catholic

Churches of thf> Encyolical of October 1939 by Pius XII .!...ummi Pootifloatuso

U.'lS "to be no'l:ied by 'Ghe Gestapop that priests "ho had e. IIh~e in 1 t were

to be reporledp and that stepa were to be tnlcen by the polioe against

reproduction and distribution of the text o

THE.'pR01!LEM OF PB..Q.QEo See oase 39.

CASE 42 0 On 6 Yay 1935 a Pal!tol.·al Letter of the Prussian

Epl£mopate was issued for what is called "Educational Sunday,," dealing

l1ith Catholic principleD or fJducation<> It wall f'orb1dden p end such

pariah mngazines as h9.d printsd it were conf'iacated on the grounds that

it Ucontained in fH',,-veral pasaages intolerable or! t1 ci am of the Landjahr

orgenizationo n

CASE 43 0 On 21 ·July 1935 a Pastoral Letter by Bishop Kallar

of El~andD which dwelt on the great importance of Catholic.organizations

8.L"'ld their current hardships 'Rfl confiscated bofore it could her reado

·THE PR213LF;:M OF Pl\9.QL Reported in The Persecution or the Catholio

Churoh in the Third Reioh (page 60) 0 Biohop Kaller could be witness.

CASE 440 Common Pastoral Latters of the bishops in Haroh and

ltay 19361) and a Pastoral of the Bavarian bishops of June 1936,1) were

forbidden and C'onfiacated ai'ter having been reado

THE FROBLEM· OF PROOF o Voelkiachel' Beobachter No. 1201) 29 April
I ..

. 936 and Tha Perseoution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reichl)

page 60-61 0

CASE 45 0 On 1 September 1935D a Pastoral Letter of the Bishops

Conference at Fulda 1IB.8 read publiclyo It complained about 'the reetric-

tiona sst on the freedom of the Church,> It was confiscated in the

-.:: :::.:.;-:. .­
.r- .......,~ .-:'--"

CONFIDEU'EJ,L



Ordinariates D in the printing officeG o in bookshop~ and preabY'.erics o

It ms even removed f'rom the credeno~ tables of the churohes by pO:<'!CCl=

man 0 Catholics who had helped to oirouls.te the Letter were 8J're8t~dD

8.6 in Kunich"

'tHE PROBk. OF P.RQQl 0 See Tho Persecutions of the Catholio

Church in the Third Reiche page 600

CASE 46 0 A joint Pastoral Letter of the Bavarian bishops rsad

or 13 December 1936 was not allowed 'to be publishedo

.tHE PROB,t£U OF PRQQEo Ses The Pers$oution o£ the Catholic

Church in the Third Reiohe page 610

- CASE 47" A Pastoral Lot"tier of the Bi shops conferenoe expres:sing

uneasiness about the future or 'the danominaticna1 schools" l'/hich \'fG.o

read on 20 S6ptembel" 19361) waG not e.l1o.ed to be publishedo

CASE 480 A Pastoral Letter of th~ Arohbishop of Fraiburg ~
w_

SreiegauD Hgr o Groeber" oould not be printed because the Gestapo inaiotoQe

~ontrary to the Concordat ll on oEmaorine; the Diooesan Gazette o

THE PROBb.'E:M OF PR.P.Ql:O S~e Csse 480 Archbi shop GroebEir oould be

& witnesB o

CASE 4~o A Pastoral Letter of 13 December 1936 by the ArchbiDhop

ot Freiburg~ describing the etruf;gle to preaarve the orucifix in i.tc

old place in tho schoola in Oldenburg was rorbi ddon I and in large JlWasur61

confisoated before being read o

THE PROBl,EY...,p.l PROQE.. See Ca.se 46 () Arohbis~p Groeber- oould be

0. wi tness o
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CASE 500 In Febl"uary 1937 the LentGn Pastoral of Hgro Kaller{)

Bishop of Erml~d was forbidden and in large measure confiscated before

being reado In many churches the conti eoa:tion took plaos during },f.aS8

itself by the police nnatching thaletter out of the hands of priests as

they iS9re in the act of reading i't o

THE PROBI...mI OF PROOF o See Ca.SEl 46 0 Bishop KaBer could be til.
~ T· .,. ••

wi tn6sso

CASE 51 0 The Pastoral Letter of the Bavarian bishop8 of 4

September 1938 waB confiscated and forbidden to be read?

I!!E---l..ROBhFJ! OF PROQF 0 See Case 46 0 Cudinal Faulhaber could be

a llF1 tnesso

E!.~0 The Pastoral Letter of the Bishops Conference o~

Fulda on 19 August 1938 was confisca.ted and forbidden to be reado In

the diocElae of Rottenburg any parish priest who bad read it was fined

. SO IW~ lAlplicating maohines were seized from several ordinariates o

~f1WBLEM_QF PR0illto Sse Case 46 0 Bishop Spro11 could be a

witnass o

CASE 53 0 On 27 January 1937 the Minister of Public Instruction

of the State of Baden proMbi'ted the sale of the book "Truths o~

Catholici~" edited by the German Bishops Can~erencep ~th special

reference to tour questions jUdged "injurious to the state 0 " One of

these questions was question M which read: "Who alone has th13 ultimate

right ovel." our bodies and our health~" Answer J "God alone had tha

ultimate right over our bodies and our hea1tho "

~ Plfi?BLEU OF Pg,qW-" See Carse 460 . Archbishop Graeber could be

a mtllesB"

CONFIDEN'114~
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the i'estival ssrmon in honor of: the Pope pr6&oh~d by cardinai Faulhaber 0

THE PROBLEU OF PROOFo See Cli1.se 4:6 0 Cardinal Faulhaber could be..... ...?""t

CJ\SE 550 In 1936 tM Regsnsburg Catholio Slmday paper wa21

lIuspended because it printed Bishop Buchberger'e lSermon on "The Throat

to Catholio Faitho"

THE PROBLEK OF PROOF 0 Sse Caso 46,} Bishop Buohberger could be
:A

a 1l7itness o

CASE 56 0 Early in 19:57 th~ aocond and third series of tha

"Sermono ot the Cardinal of Munich" Wers confisoated and d015troyed by

the police o'

~ .PROB1:mLOl PROOF 0 See CaBO 40 0 Cardinal Faulhaber oould be

CASE ~:7 0 On 20 July 1935 the· Bishop or J.!uenster was .forbidden

to speak or give a blessing to a orowd of Catholics which shouted .

greetings to him in the stree~h8 of' Bammo The same thing happened ~to

him o.n 8 No"V'~mber 1938 in sterkr~.deo

THE PROBLW OF PROOE'" See Tho Persecution of the Catholio.-- .~

Churoh in tho Third Reich (~.ges 253 and 261) 0 Bt shop Count Galen

could be a wi. tno8so

b o C:186S In"V'o~ving ths German Evangelical Church

CASE 580 In January 1935,. Niem811er' 8 memorandum "The State

Churoh i8 Hara" was con:fisoated by the Secret Police before it cou.ld

be distributsd o

T_HE ...PR...O_B_I~OF PROO.l..o NiemtiJellar himself could be a Witnees o
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CASE 590 On. 4 December 19350 Dr o Niem81ler() Confessional--
leaders was forbiddtm to apeak anywhere in thG RGicho

EVIDENCEo Niemoe11er himBelf could be a witne8a~
_-.--no

CASE 60., On Reformation Day~ 31 October 19379 Bishop Mt.mhrenlJE!

representing the leaders of the "intaot" ~deo$1r~!a~ Pastor Mnller

of Dahlemv represanting; the Cowen of Bl·ethren of the Confessional

Churcto and Dr o Breit of Yunichc repro~onting the Council of the

Ll...xtheran Churohes of Cl-ermanyo issued a declaration in ."mch they P%'o~

tested &.gainat Rosenb<:re' 8 dsmand that the German nation give up the

Christian fai thy and inqUired lllhether the leadership of "tho Had Party

intended to permit thtJ churches to corrcmue aD places of worship& where

the gospel of Christ could be p!"oached mthout exposing preachers and

hearerr: to the danger of bsing suspected as traitors and enemie. of the

etate~ Pl'inted copialJ of thi declaration were confil'Jcated by the policey

Parsonages all over Gormany ~re aearchedo The printing shop of K8hler

in Elberfeidj) '''li~,,<;r:; the dacl",ration had been printedo was clo.ado

CASE 61., On 21 February the Provisional Church Government

(Confessional) iEsued B ~tfeGto against the New Paganism ot Alfred

Rosenberg o When tho Cont'~6sional pastorll read this Manif'eoto from

their ptQ.p1tfl o some 700 of them were arre8ted~ 500 to be put in prison

and 200 un.der house arrest o i'lhen the ministers continued neverthelees
,

to read tt~ Uanifeatoo fanatica.l N~~i governors made use of the con=

centre-tioD campo

~...fROBLE¥ OF .m.Q.QE." The memb13rs ot the Provisional Churoh

Govsrr~ant (Confc8sional) could be ~itne68eso



~. :3.. Interferences ui th the Eduea tjo~'lB.l ~'unct:torls of t·he Clergy.

Clerical participation in 'the prccassea of educe.t:1.on lwd been c~ tradi­

tionally inportant means for the spree-ding of Christian doo'b'inos and

for the IUelintenance of: Church influence" ~e N~\tional Soeialiste wex-e

interes ted in securing a monopoly 011 educa t,j on for the Pl""0p8.f8 tiOl!l of

their own aggressive philo30pl'w. The campaign to elimina i:e thE> clH:!'€Ji'

fran "Ule educational t~ield 'vas thol'efore a majol' element :t'!l the pe}:"8e~·

au tion of the Christian Church08 ~ 1110 following Vlere the principal

elements of that campaigno

eo 'Ill-a C~0l!~ of 'Ihaolo~1.cal.?emi~ies. As educations for

the teaching of the clergy :1 tself', the aeminar1{lS are particula:!'ly

impor"amt for the con'tinu:lng irlfluence and vitaliV of 'the Chris ti&'..1l

Churches. So far as the Catholic Church ia concerned ll this interest

was l"'Ocognlzed in the first sentence of Article 19 of the 2.9..nsmtse.:&?

which read: "Catholic theological faculties in State universitil3s are

to be maintained" ff 111 spite of this, the Nazis were eager to l1aakoll

and elilIlina. te them as far aa possible" DiTec t evid<::mce of the Nazi

a tti tude toward Catholic seminaries ia provided in a recently captu:r'w

cestapo document (1op-secret Survey of the Fulda Bishops Synod, ci:J:"<lu=

lated by Heydrich in, Janua;ry It 19411' aD publiehed by the Suprell*~ H~a.d...

quarters, Psychological Warfa.re DiVision, Intelli~nce Section,

Reference: DE 384/DIS 202) whioh eivea the roouction of the eduee.tional

leva1 of the Ca t'holie priesthood as a deliberate Nazi ob.1eetivo o 'Ihe>

Nazi a 7,titude can also be inferred f'rC'ffi the following cases of 6Upp:reS'~

sien directed against Catholic and Protestant theological semil-w.r:l.es

in aLl parts of Nazi (~ontrol1ed It''wrope,,
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Case. 62., At the t..l1ird mp.etine of the Confessional Synod at

Augsbure (4 June 1935) it ?Jas decided U> avoid the contamination 01 Nez1

theology by setting u:p independent theological seminaries for the

training of the Confessional ministry. Establishmf')nts of' this 8or't

were set up at Elberfelde p B1eleff.!ld, Naumberg~ Findemvalde and

BI09S'tdaU.. From December 1936 oimard these 1nstitutiona were pe2'sia~

tently searehed and otherwise harried by tho, ceBta~, in an e.ttemp·~

to for ~ them to close down ..

~r. ille lead:lng members of the .t'rovisional

Church Government (Confeasiotull) could \>e ,,1tnesses. At that time

they wer~ N5.8'lIollar, Dibelius. Jacold 9 and Aemusson$l all Berlin pester-a ..

Case 63 e In May 1939 tile theological faculty of the UniverG1tu

of Munich was closed.. 1116 Reich t.1inister for rublic Inatructioo lJ Df'o

Rust!> appointed bro professors \9ho were deeiaively rajectoo by Cardinal

Faulhaber.. When lluet maintained his appointments. Faulhaber fo:rb~dt'l

the students to attend their lactures.. Rust and &lich Minister for

Church Affairs Ken-l replied by closing the Univenity ..

THE PROBI.J!1;1 OF. fROOl, See Abe P.!2tem;utiOU Qr the CathgUc

~_tbe '!hir:d ~j.~ (pass 51).. Ge.rdinal Faulhaber could be a

witneso o

Cleft 6," Enrly in 1939 the 'lheologieal Faoul ty in the Univer­

s1 ty of ctsz was closed 0 ~e lesS&r seminaries. in which those who

aspire to t.he priesthood study the humanities before proceeding to the

higher a tudies 1n philosophy and thcaoloeY) were 1'11thout exception

closed dorm throughout. the" whole ot' Austria.. The same tate befell the

20NFlPElJ:!'!!tt
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leaseT seminary 1n Marj.ascheln 1n the Sudeten district.

THE PROBW~ OF PROOF. See case 63. Witness could be 131shop

Pa.wlowski ..

11.. S&Dea intqe In~g]'n()mW~

CisS@ 65.. In 19;6, by order of the Liiniater of the Interior in

Vienna. the theologi ee.l f'acu1 ty at the Univel'si ty o£ Innsbruclt was c10800

down. At the same time the Ca.nisillnum, the Seminal'Y connected wi th thi~l

fa.eult,y'. was shut ..

1lJE PROBInt OF RR.OOF..~ of' 6 JaDUllU'Y 1939 publ15hso: ala

ey~ witness report of en American student. 'ivan out by the NCWC News Se:rviee ..

C~ae 66. In 1935 the theological faculty in Salzburg was c1clsed d'"'wn.

;IDE fROBWl <}F mOO.l.. See Case 63. Wi tnesa could be Archbif,hop

Rohracher"

£Ds~ 67'1 Early in lllsI'cb, 1944, the last remaining independent

theolob~cal school in }JON2iY, the Congreeational Fa.culty in Oalo~ was

ordered closed by the Department of Church and Educati.on.. Simultaneously

ihis department intensified its campaign to enlist students for a new

course in theolot;W designed to produce pro-Nazi ,clergyman in record time"

7tIE PR<LIBA OF PROOF.. Reported b~r the Norwee1an InformaUon Ser=

vicet) 3516 Massachusetts Avenusp Washington 7, D. C.. on 17 MI1;"cb 19JJ.o

Although the 8L,'enoy directly responsible was the NorwegIan puppet ~verllm:ant

rather than the G9man occupying authority, the relations between the 't:.-ro

were BUch that both can properly be hold responsible o See separate

study on N~zi occupation ~olicias ~nd mGthodso
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b .. Private and

public denouinntional schools under the supervision of tJ'O

ChUl1 C:len were permitted and plo.Jl'ed a substantial pn~t in ele­

mentf1l'y aducation under tho r:e1ma!' Republic. So faX' as the

C:at~lollc C11.UJ:'ch 1s concerned, t:le Fight to na.lntain such sohools

wa.s guaranteed by Al~tlcla 23 (r'TJw rotentlon or Catholio denomin­

ational Schools and the establisl1.OOnt of: new ones :10 guaranteed"),

Art:i.cle 24 ("In all Catil.olic elenontary schools only such teachers

are to be employed as are l:lcI!lbers of the Catholic ChurC:l a.nd 'who

cuar>antee to fulfill t~e special l'equirenents of a Catl'lolic

s.chool ~ If) and Article 25 ("Relicious orders and concrer;ations

E,l?O entitlod to establish and conduct private schools~ sUbj(!ct

to 1;;10 general la"as and ordinances Governing education" II) o£ the

Conoordato

S~ung up the ~eo.nlng or all those articles the Nazi

~tlniste~ for Public Instruction~ Rust~ doclared in JulYg 1933

fit n Party distr·i.et oongress in Guben: "Vie have conceded the

denoninatj.onal school in a Concordat.. \'loot VIe have promised
1

tho.t wo 0 'la11 observe .. tt

Two years later t~e sa~ minister declared (June 1937):

MThc exercise of denondnatlonal influences in the education of

the young 5.s froom now on, and for all t1nes it 1m.pos~db10o From

that it follows as a consequence t~~t denofnnational distinctions

ootvJeon Gorna.n schools should be broueht to an end as soon as
2

posnibleo"

-_. -
1.. Gernu:1ia. (D01>lin) no .. 154, June 3, 1935
2. See The Persecution of' the Catholic ChlU"c10n the. ,TJ1.ird

Rei,ell (pu.:..~e lID) . _.

CO:TID1 ;nTI1\L
.. ,. ===:.=



This purpose \"'las l!.1ple 10nted by a s~"'stsma. tic and

pIWotra.ctad car.1pa,lcn, cOl:iliininc; leGal bnd illegal pressures"

r;a.rly in 1035 a sort of trial nttaclc on the

Cst:lolic schools lVas stn~ad in :.~unich v:ith the x'osult t!w.t a.t

the beginninG of school on 13 February only 65 percont of tl~

ohildron (as acainst 84 pcrco:1t in 1934) woro entered 1~0J:1

denominational schoo1so r.looti~3s ot: Catholic paronts Vmrtl
1

forbidden. Violent propacanda was ir.ff10Uiatoly laQ~c~cd

t:-uooU[;hout t.l-),o Reioh., In sone distr1cts_ such us the dioceses

of' !Iildes~1eL14 n..'1d Paderborn, t~lO authorities even dared to

convort denol'.'linational schools into Hat1ona1 COr.l:1tmity Schools

by decroe and without cons'..l1 tine t:JO pm (~nts ..

'rhe main as sault II :'10'.JOVor,. started in 19J6" Attacks

weI'e concentrated aGainst the r.J.S.ny schools w:lich ';181'0 directed

by relinious o~Qers, especially in tilO field of socondary

education. The Catholic ~ders a.nd conGreGations had al tocethel~
2

12 secondary schools for boys a.nd 180 i'01' cirJ.s"

Sixty-fou.r percent of the Catholic girls at'conding

second8J'?y schools were studying a.t private Catholic institutions ..

Gradually these schools were el~natedo Nazi authorities

exerted stXtone pressur'e on the Roiah~ Btate~ u,,'1d municipa.l
:;

o.fficials to send their ch~ldren only' to public schoolsq

1. See The llersccution of t~"le Cll tholic Church in the T'nu.,j
Relcn (pace lIg r - 1 - -_.. ._-- - ..._. ,. • ...

n.. 113ft) (pal;e 130)
3. Ordinance of the Reichm1nistry oJ: the IntcI'ior, SoptOl:iber

1937. Quoted in The Persecution ot the qatl101t~~1~h
in the Tll~d Reicn;-p:I3!. !5iX'cct cfUi'tlon no ava .a51e
...--.~. ....... ...
IlOIlO.

c m;PI1Jl ;::TTIhL
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The oain base f~otl i':1~lich pupils for the private

sO!~lC'ols wel"e recruited \78.S thus removedo It t/US furthor

decided that the so-oalled preparutory classes would be
1

suppX'essed.. Uost prtvate sohools had del"lved the major!ty of

their pupils f'!>on the prc,pal'utory olasses of Catholic convent

sohools 0 Pinally!' the 101'7el" classes of the Catholio secondary

sehc)ols wel"e suppressed, a death sontence fO%l the schools
2

the:C!.solves.. In 1939 tho Davnrian I.Iinistry of IUblic

Inst~uction forbade the clergy to exercise any fUnotion or
3

act:i.vlty in seoondary sohools 0 In the or)~lcia1 Gazette or the

Reich Ulnistry of Education, early in 1937, a notice was
.
published stating: "In about 400 public elementary schools

for girls the instruction or the pupils was confined to

Catholic religious orders or congraeations of women. The

dispersal of suoh teachers is provided for in the by':'law of

16 Novonber 1936 to the school Provision Law.. Of about

1.600 tea.ching posts occupied by members of religious orders

at the begLl'lIling of this yea:r, 300 already have been rjB,de

over to lay teachers.. The remaining posts are to be vacated

in the course of this year~ so that the entire elimination
. 4

of teachers belonginG to relieious orders is in prospect .. "

!';--ffecree of' the Uiniater of Education, ·4 April 1936 0

Citation not available hers ..
20 See The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third

He icn;- page 130-131 ..
30 IBID, page 132 ..
40 IBID~ page 135 0
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On 10 JUly 1030 t:10 ~;!inis tr:>~ of Intorior in Vlenna

deprived' all the private sohools in Austria of public reoocnt ...
1

tion and l'ightso The final closin~ of these schools followed

almost 1nr.wdiutely. Such famous institutions as the

Schottel1bi[Flllas1l.U:l in Vienna,., directed since the 13th century by

members of the 3enedictlne Order and Stella !.!atutlna, the. ......
Jesu! t College in Feldkirch, t7ere anone those el1!1i.nElted.. By

a decree issued 1n the SUDI:ler oJ: 1930, b:,r the J1inistel1 ot

Education, all Catholic prlvute schools, includinG ~iss1on

schools, had to be closod down by April 1, 19400

. Ueanwhile, the actual conversion of the denonlna­

tional pr1..r.la.ry schools VlaS curriod out. oi thet' by nenns of' the

so-called lIparents' vote" 01" by means of official ordinances.

Con1i:rollinr; the parents t elections the Hazis convorted nost of

tho donomnntlonal schools in navaria, ~';uerttenbel"l3, and the

districts of' ::riel' and t:lC. Saar torritory into Uatlunal

C~:'l\mit:r sc~ools" AlthoUGh they succeeded by p190paganda and

pressure in collecting vast majorities, they usually rjBt with

dete~u1nod l1l1.norities ar.long the pat'ents and finally v11th

privute polls conuucted snonG the faithf'ul by Church authol'ities,'

which brought larGe majorities in favor of the maintenance or
2

denominational schoolso

Therefore in 1938 and 1939" the nazi .fell back on the

decree as a neans of convertinc denoninational schools into

National Conmunity schoolso Thoy started 1n the sraaller states

2.

3ee The Persecution of the Catholic Chwch i!J,. the Tl"...ird
Jte.);cn, p. 1350

InID~ P;-l56.
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J.l1~(~ OldcnbtU'G and in rural cooru1..'1i ties a:1U finnlly extended

ovel~ the \"Iho10 of Grenter GOl>r:l£my. At t!lO time of the

outbreak of the VJllr, tho abolition of the Cntho11c denom1no.-·
1

tional schoolz. was co~vlet6.

c. Eliz.1ination of Holigious Instruction FI'om other ~ichools.

~ certain m~ount of ~elieious instruction was provided, fo~ those

\7ho rlished it, in t.16 public schools of Ger!!ltlny unde!' the :':el~

Hepublic. The continuance of this s:rsten \7{.l.S guarantoed, so far

as the Oatholic Church is concc:,'ned, by Article 21 ( lt Catho1i c

1"e15.e;ious instruction in e1ellent8ry, senior, secondal"Y, and

vocational schools constitutes a regular portion or the

cu..!'!.'i culur.1, Hnd is to be taU(;ht in accordance wi th the

princiLJles of the Catholic Church".) and f.J:tticle 22 ("Vjith record

to the Qp~ointment or Catholic reliGious instructors, aGreement

will be arrived at as a result of nutua1 consultation on the

part of the bisho.J and the cover>nnent of the State concerned.")

of the Concordat" In spite of this Guarantee, ateps wore taken

to eliL1inate instruction of this sort as ~npidl~ as possible.

T'ne puri'0se of the :razis VillS in<licRted in 14 June 1939 in a

~tatement by nauer, r:unich city sch901 inspector, '~10 decln~ed:

"ReliGious instruction must disaj)pco.r from the schools ~ ria

.r::luke our deuand: Instruction in the GerrJan faith by German

teac~1ers in Gerwun schools. Tho nan who is tied to tho doc!na~
~

of the G:lu!'ches need look for nothing from us in the future."""'

liatlonalsozinlistLsches Dilduncswesen !~o. 10, 1£>3U
'further evidence civen in The Persecution of tlle Cntllo11c
fJhurch in the T:lird Hetch,~~es 158-~59.
·~e~vnt9r9 Ro~nnOt July 8, ID3G.
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Ir.1plOtlOntlltion of this objective stcrted tilth the

curtailroont of' reliGious instruction in the prin.ary and

secondary schools, with the squeezing of the religious periods

into inconvenient hours, 't"li th nazi propasanda 8.l:lonc the

tec.chcrs in order to induce thet1 to refuse the teachinG o:r
reliGion, with vetoinc of Catholic reliGious text books, and

.rlnall~T with substituting nazi ",;01tansch,~ and "Gol~rmn
],

Fait!.1./t for Christian religious denomi:lational inGtruction.

The nane uroli~.:;1ous inst.t'uct::'onll was r.18.intained, but its ains

were cc:nplc tely alterodo P, t the tine of' the outbr'cak of the

'Vlar denonin'ational reliGious instruction had pract1.cully

disappoared from Gernanyts ?rin~ry schools.

Do I Interfel'cnce_ Yfith Christian Orcanizations.

nuch of the work of t~1C C,hristian Churches bas been done

";;broueh orcanizations eXistinc alone th,e reGulo.r ecclesiustlcal

hiel'lllr- o:lY" Dissolution of tJw polltica.l orGanlzo.t ions favored

b~r t:1El Churc~16s, 8',lOh as t\1e Cat"lolie dOI:linated Center and

Bavarian Peoplo t s parties was dcuanded fr 0I:1 t!:e outsot by t~e

Uaz:t rocine as paI't of its ceneXlnl policy of elir.linotinG all
2

political orGanizations ot:Lcr t:ian the nazi party. 1'':16 ri[",ht

of ot~ar C!mrch orcanizations to exist nnd operate was

guaranteed, hO\'lCver, so far o.s tIle CG.t:lollc ChurC~l is concerned,

by hrticle 31 of tIlo Concordat, Vlhich read: "Those Catholic

orcunizotions and societies Y(lich pursue exclusively char-itable,

1. Given in TIle ?er-seoution of t~e Cat2101ic ChUl'ch in t~e T:."1.ird
Reich, paces 163-1dIT. .. - - •

2.. 3ee i1orkenbach, pa~:eD 265, ~~68, 274.
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cul tural and rc11t~ious emls;I and as such are placed under the

ecclesiastical e.utlloritios, ,;1111 be protected in their

.nstitutions and activitieso Those Catholic organizations

which to their reliGious, cuJ.tural and charitable pursuits

add others, such as social or professional interests, aven

though they ray be b~OUB!lt into national orGanizations, are

to enjoy the protection of Article 31 section I, provided

ijhey guaranteo to develop their activitios outside all political

parties 0 'I The significance of t:lis enactnent Vias underlined

on '7 July 1933 in a sta.teuent by Adolr Hitler hirj,self: "The

.., 77 "" CO~W:7)r::rTIA L
......... <;r--'-

oonclusion of t~lo Concordat boti"Joen the Eoly See nnd the Ger~n

Government appears to ne to Give sUfi'icient Guarantee that the

Homan Catholic citizens of the Reich will f'rtor,1 now on put

t:18Dselves VJholeheartedly at the ser-vice or the nerl l1ational

Socio.list State 0 I therci'ore decree: (1; The dissolution,

carried out wi thout lliroctlons fran the CentrOal GovGrn.':1ent, of

such Catholic orc;nnizntions as (lre recoenized by the p2:'esent

tres:.ty~ is to be cancelled immecllato1yo (2) All mOllsures

taken aGainst c1e1·1ca1 and other leado!'s of these Catholic

organizations are to be annulled.. Any repetition o~ such

m.eas ures v/ill in futnre be unlawf~ and will be punished th!toueh
1

the nOl:rflal lecal procedureo" In spite o:r these assurances,

attempts to crlp~le or SUPP1·ess the activitios of 'Church

organizations, both Catholic and Protestant, ~as quickly beGun ..

Thus after the occupation of Aust):ie. all Cntholic associations

1.. See norl~enbach, p. 278 Q
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1
~ihere \7

'
3re dissolved. In Ger=ta.n-:r proper sinilar results \701'e

produced, though more G!'uduully. The orGanizations vurtioulaI'ly

affected were the followlnc:

1. Rolig1ou~~.•OJ:lders. The posl tion of reliGious orders

vas specifically cuaranteod by Article 15 Section 1 of the

Concordnt, which I'oad: llHol~C1ous orders and conerocations

are not subject to any special restrictions on tho part of the

statol' eltho!" as recards' t:101r foundation, the el"ectlon of

thei!' vnrious establishoentn, their number, the selection or

membersovopastoral activity, education, CD.Y'e of the sicl: and

cll..arltable rlOrlcl' or as regards t 11eir affairs and the admlnis­

tro. tlon of the ir property. It They were also protected by

Article 13, w:1.ich read: tlCatholic parish\3s, parish and

diocesan societies, episcopal sees, bishoprics and chapters,

!'eliGiou.s (j C1ders and ~ongroGations1I as well as lnstitutions,

f'ounde.t1ons, and proporty which are unde11 the ad!n1nlstz'ation

of ecclesia.stical authority, ahe.ll !'ctnin or acquire respectively

legal conpetence in the civil do~ain accordinG to the General

prescriptions of civil law/) T:1ey shall re~lO.in publicly recog....

nized corporations insofar as t:'ley -have been ouch hi thortoo

Similar riGhts nay be G~anted to t110 remainder in accordance

wi th thoso pt-ovi sions of tho law rThlch apply to all" tI There at"e

~ny oases in which these guarantees ~ere violated"

1" Diocesan pnzette _Linz !To" 5, 103£L

GO:PIDENTJ.{\.L.
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CA~~ GGo On April 1035 the Bavarian ?olitical

Police pul>lisl' ed a "str~ctl:r confidential" ci!'cular to all

police headquo.r'tero in Bavaria concerninG "Security neasuros

al3ains,t t:1C Jesuits." In th:s or,,'.inance supervision of all,"

lectures elven by metlbers of tl~ Company of Jesus 1n Bavaria

is requested; public meet!nGs held by Joslllts lUte to be prevented

by all t:J.eans# p!'ivate ones to 1>e wfltc:led. "The Jesuits 0.1'0

instiGatinG systcr~tlc and far-reaclune activities in Bavaria

"to undorr.15..ne the Reich and brlnr; contenpt evon on the Fuhrel:'

hir.lself 0 In various ser.l1':'scicnt:fic lectures the philosophic

principleD of National Sociallmj ~e subL~ttted to an acrloonious

criticism wll:'ch is nothing nore or loss than disBuined Incite-

nent aGainst the Relcho ~~se lectU!'os, moreove~, are so

o'nbicuously and ctL'1nirl[;ly con~)osed that a judicial puhisbr.1ent of

the lecturer 1s possible in only V6'!'y :fevi oases." The Political

Police ordered p thc~c£ore~ that statements injurious to the

State be ruthlessly punished by "protective custody" (i.eo the

concontr~tion canp)~

TIill PfWBLEI: OF PROOF. Document publlsht;d in the

Elsassischer Kurier of :.lay 17, 1935~ reprinted in The Persecution-
of the Catholic qhm~cg i~_~~e Thir1Reich. po G4.

CASE 70. The Franciucan Frinl:'y of Kclheim in the

R!.1.incland ViaS closed 1..'1 1930 because 'thirty bottle s of wine 0%,9

oordial flOre .found on the pror.rl.ses ~ as \'lell as butte!' and fat

given to the .friars by the Catholic population or the district.

and S~le sixt¥ packets of ciears and ciGarottes.
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?ronG ~oports ~uoted in

~ 710 Tho flpnnc!.ncnn Pr:'nr:.r of lIncl~.1o.r in

t-1.C ~.:eGto:"'\:8.:;'<.l r.lctl.'1taim~ \101'0 c:'ococ1, rolJ.:.'\'Ilnc Gostni)O llllc;-,:u-

t:!.ons tllc.t t:le conditiono thopc s>o\'!cd tts~10c~:inc; iLllloralit~-".

'J:":-:" LjH:):1L~~: or _)!~{~OP. ~;oo CnGe 700
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b. Interferences with Religious Orders in the Incor-

porated Areas.

CASE 72. In 1939 the r.:iss1ons Institute of st. Ruprecht

in Kreuzberg (Salzburg) was dissolved by the Nazi authorities

and the three houses of the society of Christ the Kine in for­

oer Austrian territory were closed and ita property confIscated.

In the same year the old Austrian 'abbeys of Goettwelg> Admont,

and lli\gslzell were finally appropriated, and all the leased

property of the foundation of lUoaterneuburg near Vienna was

taken ovez' by the Government 0 The :f!'eldklrchner Hof, a. hoatel

of the Sisters of the Holy Cross in Feldkirchen near K1aeenfurt~

was alao confiscated by the Geatapoo

THE PROELID~ OF pnoop. Sse CASE 70.
--..- .-
CASE 73. In Austria in the course of 1938, by order of-- -

Reich Commissar fuerckel the property of val'lous religious

orders was seized. Among the groups affected were the German

Order of Knights, whose property was taken over by the stater

the nuns of Eceen 'harz; near Graz; the teaching nuns at !.!arlazal,

who lost their school bul1d1ngB and also the1r rest horne, the

!.'al'lenhelm; the I?enedictine foundation of St .. Lamprecht; the

Franciscan friars in SalzburG~ who were driven out of a govern­

ment buildlnc; placed at their disposal; and the Cisterciane of

l:ehrerBu in Voralber.3tt whose bUildings were taken for a state

CONFIDENTIAL,
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youth homeo

THE PROBLEH OF PROOF. See CASE 70.

2. The Youth Movement. One of the principal ~eBns whereby

th~ various Christian Churches exerted influence over the youth

of Germany was through the activities of the various Christian

youth organizations. As r1valt> to the Hitler Jugend they were

particularly obnoxiou's to the ~~a t 10nal Social! st authorities,

who sought to abolish them completely. On December l7~ 193:5

this was effectively acco:1.plished so far as the Protestant

Church was concerned b:J the order of Reich Bishop Miiller,who

placed the entire Evangelical Youth l~ovement, with mOj,...e than

700,000 members, under the leadership of Baldur von ~chlrach,

leader of the Eitlar Youth1 • Although the Catholic Youth

movement was protected by Article 31 of the Concordat" the

campa~gn for its destruction was rapidly begun. As early as

January 1934 the etaff leader of the Hitler YouthJt Lauterbachar~

declared in Koblenz: ~The Hitler Youth will not compromise

but will go on its own way, which must nece3sarily lead to the

destruct10n of all other youth orgwl1zations. n2 On 27 March

1934 the Reich Youth Leader, Baldur von Schirach declared: "The

incorporation of the Protestant Youth associations will some

time or other be followed, and necessarily followed, by that

1 ~ee Harkenbach pp. 693-694
2 ~oelnlsche VoIkszeitung. 14 January 19340

CONFIDE!TTIAL



- 83 = CONFIDENTIAL

l
of the Catholic Youtho At· a time when all are abandon1n<'j their

pr1vate interests, Catholic youth no longer has any risht to

lead a separate eXistence." l

These declarations heralded a difficult period for the

Catholic Youth A~eociationB, which tried with all means of

diplomacy and endurance to retain their rights as guaranteed

by the Concordat, confirmed in the decree of Hitler, and now

. curtailed al~~ost daily through new restrictions and persecu­

tions. A decree of Schirach forbade on 30 July 1033 oimu1-

taneouB membership 1n the Hitler' Youth a.nd in denominational

youth organizat10ns2
o Two years later all activity which was

not of purely ecclesiasticsl or religious nature was rorb1ddon

to denominational youth associations. Every method of propa­

ganda and coercion was eMployed in order to brinb all German

younGsters into the Hitler Youth and to prevent them fror.l

jolnin~ deno~lnational orbanizationa. Finally the Catholic

Youth assocIations were simply forbidden in.entire districts

of the Roich3 • Physical terrorization did the rest. The

number of incidents increased rapidly, and the police ,and courts

were always on the side of the 1:i tler Youth.4 By 1038" in almost

all districts of the Reich: the Catholic Youth Associations had

been'dissolvedo

1 Schleaische Volksza1tun~ r.1a.rch 29, 1934.
2 The Persecution of the CRtholic Church in the Third fieich

po .S4
.:3 Ibid po 108
4 lbld pp. 91-108 CONFIDE~~IAL
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3. Other Church Organizations. Like the youth organiza­

tions, those of a professional character for adults, Buch as

the Catholic Workers Associations 'and the Catholic Journeymen

Associations, were the first to be put under al~ost unbearable

pressure. Dr. Ley, head of the German Labor Front, forbade

simultaneous membership in the Labor Front and in denominational

professional or~anizatlone, whioh was tantamount to the loss of

ono's jobl • After some years of desperate stru38le, these

Catholic orsanlzations too were forbidden, district by district.

Numerous other Catholic or3anlzatlone ended by self-dissolution;

e.g., the Catholic Teachers OrGanization, the Catholic student

fraternities, and the orciunizations of their alumni. Others

sl:nred the fate of the youth and workers ort3anizations. Among

these were the Association of Catholic \Vomen Teachers, the

Catholic Civil f.,ervants Union, the Albertua r.lagnus Union for

,tho Support of Catholic Students. the Christian Union of German

Railwaymen.

1 The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reier
pp. 18'7-ib9

Cor\~FIDENr IAL
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VI. ORGA~iIZATIOlJS BEATILIG PARTICULAR RESPQI;SIBILITY IIJ
CmnlECrrrOU ·,iI?II TEE PETIS1';CUTI0115

As 9. necessary step in !,roparation fOI" the Natlont11

Socialist sci~eme of vlorld conquoDt, the persecution of the

Christian Chur'cLes bGcones pa.x>t of' the responsibility of all

thOS0 who parti cipa. ted in t: :.It S chome. Responsibili t:t for
acts

spGclf'1c crlmlnal/can be tls~i7l.ed to certain individuals and

groups in connection viith t bo s~'oc1flc acts of persecution des-

cribed in the preceding sectlcn4 There are also certain groups,

which. because of their cent~~l position in the planninG and

execution of Nazi Church po1JJ·l.~~. na.y be ascribed a moz.e canoral
,-

responsibility for the persecl~t:l.')n as a whole. The more

important of those eroups arG t;'0 follmv1ng.

A. ''':''ha Reich Bishop and, Splrl. tual Council of the GeI'r.1~ EVllll-

Prior to the creation of the Reich llinistry for Ecclesi­

astical Mfalrs on 19 Ju1:1 lS3:J. tho Reiah Bishop, LudwiG

t1Uller ~ and his chosen colls.lior~tors on the Splri tual Council

(Forsthoff of Koblenz~ Ence1kc of H~lburg and otto Weber of

G8ttlncon ), played the principnl ;nrt 1n tho perseoution ot

Gerr.lan protestantism. Thes\Joo:Jing Ilature of' their pOWGztS a.nd

.responsibilities is set forth in the legislation cited above
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(p.1ge>23)o The illegality of' l1GO,sures taken by their authority

in I~nva.ria was attested by a 01vl1 oourt deoision of 20

October 1934 ..

B.. 'rhe Reich I.:inistry for Ecclosiastical Affairs

From the time of its cl"eo.tion of 19 July 1935, this

Uinistr:; was the prlncipa1 (I': ',:noJ for the persecutlon of tr.e

'Ge~nan LvanGellcal Church. ?roJ.t 1935 to 1941 ~he posl tlon of

Reichsminlster was held by t~o.n~1s Kerr~.. Thereafter Muhs headed

tlw nunistry as nctinB rnlniste~. The sweeping nature of its

powers and responsibilities is sot forth in the leciulation

c1ted above (Po 23'~) 0 Throuch tho I3eschlussstel12 .. transferred

to it from the Reich Minlstr:/ of' the' Inter'ior on 27 July 1835"

it exercised supreme judicial PO\J01~ over the Churchos. and

thus prevented any test of tl.t.e lGGality of its actions beinG

taken before the ord1nary courts:- A1.thour:;h r'elatively 11 ttle

concerned with tho management of' Gathollc £l.ffalrs, tho llinistry

for Ecclesiastical Affairs was officially associated with a

nur.1ber of acts in violation of the Concordat. Its responsibil­

1ty for persecution in the an,floxod areas was the SUbject or a

meuorial of protest addressod to it. and other authorities~ by

the Catholic bishops at Fulda on 27 July 19350

r--
As of 1943, the personnel

Chairman: Huhs
Legal membel"s:

. .
Uembers

or the BesclD.ussstalla was as follows:

~;(>. ~.Jebe r (Be rJ.lnj
Dxoo Dahm (Kiehl)

representing tho r.:inistry:
D:r> ... Stal::n, tiinlaterialdiI'e[:ent
D:L"' .. nuppel f' :.,lnisterlalrat
Ilauf,g, Landcer:i.chtsrnt
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C. The Church Chancery or the C1On.mn EvanGelical Church

As chie~ le[.al and a&:unistrntive department of the

GeR'lan Evanc;elical Church. tho Church Chancery played a lead­

inc; part bo th in the enrllel" ond in the later phases of the

persecution of the German Evo.l1Gellca~ Church. In 1934 Dr.

JaGer. as head of the Church ~~ancery~ was a principal collab­

orator of Reich 13ishop r.:fl.llel" I and l~ave the orders for the

acts of per9~cution in Bavaria subsequently declared illeca1.

On 20 I.1arch 1937 the 1.1inistr:,· of Ecclesiastical Affairs dele-

~:nted its powers of admin1str[\.tlon oyer the Evnncelical Church

to Dr. Werner, presld,ont of t h~ ;;hurch Chanceryl. This dele..

;"';ation was made permN1ent on 10 Deceubor 1·~,372. On 8 Unroh 1938

all the provincial churcLes tlOr<) forbidden by Werner to Make any

re :,'ulations except in matters of' f alth or \'Vorsl:!p without his

consen~. Clanrly tIlls vias one of the pr~incipal a:"'enclos of

national Socialist Control over the rt~rman Bvani;ellcal. Church.

D.. D'lnance Departments of ,~ho ':.ermllll gVaIlj';ellcal Church

By ordinances or 10 and 29 June 1937, state oontrollod

finance departments were set up for the GermQll Evangolical

Church :and for each of the Provincial Cr.urcl-:.e s, with full power

1 nCB,i, 1 (1937) po333o
2 RGJL I fl937) pol346
3 Citation unavailable here.
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to make recula tions with foraco of lavl concerninG the condi tion

or sarvioe of all officials of the General Church adminis­

trations, pastors,and other Church officials. These departments

were responsible to the I.:lnietl">:.t of Church Affairs, and t'lore

its principal agency in the :)llintonance of financial controls

over the German Evangelical Chw:·ch.. (See above, PP .. .34-.36)0 The

char rrnanship of the Finan cial Dopartrl18nt of the C!'lancery of

.the Gorman Iivangellcal Church \7c..9 held first by Dr. V:erner~ later

b. Y Dro Coelle.

E. Reich Education ~in1strx

Principal ar;oncy for r~03t~:U-OS a.cainst the Protestant and

Catholio chw'ches in the i"iolrJ of education.

Fo Reioh propaGanda UinisJir:!

As chief aGenoy for t l.O c:)ntrol of l~D.zi propaGanda, 1 t

bears chief responsibl11 ty for t'l:0 s:rstematlc campaign of def­

amination waGed aGainst the ('-err.lan olarGY_ (See above P'o 51) 0

It was also ti~ direot agency for the issuance of oertain orders

for the censorship of Churoh pUblications. (See above PP?O 60...61).

Sections or 'persons particularly ~esponsible for carrying out

this pLase or the· Vlork of the I:inistry cannot be detormined

hero"

G.. Reich Ministry of the Interio~

Prior to the orea.tion of the I.iinistry for ~oclesiast;ical

Affairs, t ha 1iirliatry of tho Intorior was the principal. aGency

for direct !::overnment aotion ill Church affo.irs" Certain ordors
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curtailing freedom of discusnion uere directly issued by it

durins this period. }l'ror:1 26 June to 27 July 1935 the J3eschluss­

stelle vias located in tr.is l:"tilli.G tI"J. Since the i.i1nlstry fox-

Ecclesias tical Affairs b.o.d no OX0cuti ve ar;ents of its ovm, its

orc1ar.s were carried out prli:,uJ.'ily throuGh the police forces

controlled by the Reich I\iinistry of the Interior, or b1 its

dependent organs. the I,~in1stl'ioD of the Inter! or of the severa.l

LHndot' 0 Anong the ministries nost cOl:lprornised in this conn.oct1on

\"I~re those of Bavaria, ';/urttonbGr{j and, in the period follovdng

the Anschluss, of Austria. Sentions or persons particularly

responsible for ca.rryinG out this pha.se of the work of the severnl

Ulnistries cannot be deterttlned here •.

Ho The GestsP£

Amonr-; the police fOrc03 at tho disposal of the various

r.rl.nistries of the interior for the carrying out of acts of perse­

cution, the political police \lOrO naturally, in vie'll of the

politicol nature of the iSS1J.0, t:~.e favorite acents. Evidence of

theil" use is to be fOW1d tlL~'_" .>;''-It the specific instances of

persecution p!'esented in ~ec ~~l ~:u V above. Sections or persons

particularly responsible for t ..iE: :)L.ase of Gestapo acti vi tias

cannot be de tertained here.

J. The Garmon Christians

The important part })1'.\y0d by this group. particularly in

the oarlier phases of the pe:"'''~.:::c._:tion of the German EvanGelical

Cmn;'IDENTIAL
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Chur-ch is se t forth above.. (P;J" 19=23)" The head of the associ­

ation "German Christians" to 10::iD was Dr. debm.. Since 1930

the name has been chanced to "Luther Christians", and the head­

ship was nssuoed by Dr. Petersr~.

K.. The SS, i;he SA and the Hi tlol" Youth

Acts of intimidation and v~olence taken aGainst tlw

clerGY and lal ty, insofar as ttoy W 3I'e not entp'"lsted to the

police 'itself, were lareely left in the hands of these orSani~

zations. Instances in v/hicl'j tr-...e planned nature of these detlOn­
SOC)

strations can best be shown Ell"€> rrosanted above, (W,jp:,,42c6 &/ 'rhe

IIi tlor Youth vias also particul:::..!"J.y acti ve in the broaking up of

the Church youth movements It :.~nci :J.n the work of anti-Church in­

doctrination of German younC people.. (See above ppo 82-83). Sections

or parsons particuJ.a.rly ros~)o·:.I.~:r101e f or this phase of tl.:.eir

activities cannot be determ:L1.Cl. here.

L. ~lw Gerr:l8n OccuEation AUlL:.l'5. ties in NorwQY: and Poland

Evidence presented a.bovo in Section V sho'ws that these

weI'e the occupied regions in Y;:.J. ell the persecution of the

Christian ChUl'ches was mo~t SCV6~. Sections or persons of the

occ~at1on reGimes which were pnrtic~larly rosponsible for this

phase' of their vlork cannot be clGto:r'1;linad hero.
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VII. LIST OF CHIEr WI~~SSES IN THE CASES CONCERNING
PnBECUTIOU 01 THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN GERMANY

AND OCCUPIED TERRITORIES
(Starred namo~ indlcat~ key wltne'eee.)

Michaol Cardinal TOn Faulhaber•.~rchb18hop of Munich and Freising.

Konrad Count Preyaing, :Blehop o! Berlin

Galen, Clemena Aagnst. BiShop of Muenster in Weetphalis

Grltber, Konrad. Arehbl mhop of J're1burg 1m Brei fl«au

$Sproll~ Johanne. BapU.l1ta, Bishop of Bottenburc

Othsr ruabero ot the C~tho11c clera:

$~o Banasch, vit~ the 410ceean administration in Berlin, eeeretar.r

of the information 8orvio~ set up by ~ho German bilhoplo

Po' Owldlach So J. ) H bero ot the ~Uorial Dtaf! ot the
)

p. Overmanne So J 0 ) Sttnmen d~r ~eit, the 20nthlT of the
)

p. Prsyvara S. J o ) GeNu .rew.1te and 1Special adT18N'S '0
)

Po Nopp$l S• .1 0
) the Holy Se$ on Garaan atf&1reo (10"
)

Po Fri~rlch Muck$~ S. J.) 11vlnc 1n SWitE8rland.)

Catholic lqmen:

Jtcnrad Ad~u~r0 to1a;ror of Cologne (dhmlleecl by ~. llada, r&.

.
-ilia., tormer Catholic Labor leader, former po11c.-preeldent 1n

Itr.teld, noy &ppo1ntGd b,. AMG aa Mqor of Muenchen-Gladbach.
,

Jeo9, Joseph, fOI'1llGr Member of the German Relchs'\eg. former chiot
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\

editor ot the We8td~tache Arbe1terze1tung. fr.~ from concen­

trAtion camp b.f AMc.'.

&plecker, Karl, tormer Mln1sterl&ldlrektor, fomer chief ot thG Reieh

prele .erTiee. anthor of the book Hitler gegen Chr1stuG,Parla,

1937 (MU•• Ecclea1as), probablo author of the book The porl!3Gcutlon

of the Catholic Church in the Third Retch. London 1940 t tormer

director of th~ weekly preDa bulletin Kultur~!, published in

Paria 1935 to 1939: now residing 1n London, sehedul6ld to go to

~.rmaD7 by th~ Brit1ah author1tieso

Proteot~t wltnelQae:

, Reahold Ton Thadden, lay m0!lb~r ,of the Brudorrat del' Bek;Q)nnwon

Kirche•

• 'tlurm. Luthersn Land esbhehof' of li'~erttOl1bel'gt Stuttgart.

Unl"ors1t7 of Frankfurt (~1&in)o later 11v1n« in Darme~adt (aftor

hla di,mile&! by the Naz1c)D formor Member of the German Raichetac.

worked underground during Nazi rule, now appo1nhd lIember of the

acbJlnlstrat10a or~anh;ed by AlJiG in thli Palatinate o North-Baden,

Mauhelm. Hei.erich.

ep~&tor freudenberg, reproDontatiT8 of th. 7ed.rel Churebet of Chr1tt

of Am.rica in ~eneT& (Switzerland).


