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Interrosation of esiseesess WISLICENY; Dicter

BY. S ssssbnenp -t‘oa‘n . o vey Lp .Gbl;gl;h'.Bi‘ookhart
TITO seewansensossasnssinsis 15 NoVeRbor 19045 AM & PM

., In,pesponsc to a rcgucst made during the previous session,
Wislicpuy;qubmittpd a statoient of "My ostimate of number of Jews affected
by measures of RSHA sinec autwmn 1941, excluding Jews in the Russion
territory", including a table as follows:

Poland 3,500,000
Gernany 180,000
Hungary _ 500,000 #
Slovakia 52,000 (1942)
14,000 (1944) ¢

Bohcmia and Moravia 200,000
Greece 60,000 # ¥
Bulgaria * 3,000 # R
Croatia 5,000 #
Italy 14,000
Denmark, Norway 6,000 ?
France 220,000 ?
Holland 40,000
Belgium 20,000

Grand Total: 4,817,000

Numoers warked with plus (£) signs are positively known By witness
as being from his own knowledge. Witnoss states that he doos not “know how
nany of these peoplec had remained alive as a number of them were put to work
in the concentration camps. (Sec¢ later testimony for ostimatqﬁ'on.this).

The nbove figuvres werc first determined in the course of confercncecs
with Dre Kastner who was workine on two reports for the Jewish World Congress,
and Kastner asked witneces to check the figures and witness further checked
with Eichuwami and his men. These figures were kept top secret and were
worked on by only Eichmann and his deputy Guenther in Amt IV A 4. Kalvonbrumior
sawW them as a matter of course, Periodieal reports werc prepared for
Himmler and all wout throngh Kaltenbrunner and were signed by him. The
repular procedure was for Eichmnnn‘oi_Gucnthcr to propare a draft which was
signed by one or both of them and sent to Mucller iu /fmt IV for approval.
Muecller initialled the draft as approved by him, returned it to Eichuwenn
who then had the final report typed in two copies which went to Kaltenbrunier.
Kalteabrunner signed both copies, one copy.was forwarded to Himmler, the
second one returncd to Eichuann‘s office and with the original draft. It
ofton happened that Knaltcnbrunner re—gdited these reports and they had to be
rewritten. Thc reports were kdpﬁgiﬁuﬁ}érescribed form and Knltcnbrunner
signed under the final worda;ﬂYbuerbgdight“. The subject for those reports
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§ fairly shcrt, two to turee tyjowritten pagas, as Himmlcr nad oracred
£ elaqragaic style aud would not read lonser reports. Generally, the
3 reports coucerued the whole Jewish proolem throwshout Germany.

i Wisliceny rcccivecu his assipnment to Slovakia in August 1940, His
job consisted of assisting the Slovakinr Government, sarticularliy Minister
of Interior, ia thc Jowish question, Witness worked cspeciully with
Augustin Moraveck, Prcsident of the Central Economie Department, wnich

- nad beeu Spucially crested to solve thie Jowish problua "in a legal way".
. This departuent was Gireetly wider Primc Minister Tuka, The two main tasks
of tiie departuient werc Arynnization and preparation of thc laws for thc
cconomic, social, ctc. control of thc Jews., Witaess ned no iaflucnce ou the

f‘5“% Aryenization Program except in cases where applicants for former Jcwisn

enterpriscs were of German race but were Slovakisn citizens. Witnoss dis-
cussed these applicants with Moraveck ou behalf of the Gerzan Ambassador

" to Slovakia., Witress duseribed the local political fouds in tho Slovnkinn
Government eund the internal controversics by lcaders scekiag to earich
theuselves from confiscated Jeowish propertics. The first Jewish law

in Slovekic had been passed in 1939 before Wisliceny's arrivale. During 1940
and 1941, regulations and decrccs controlling the cconomic end professional
. activity of Jews were added. By the ena of 1941, all laws, rogulations and
decrees concerning Jews were codified,

While witncss was o spocial assicaments in Greeee end Hungary, he
still naintained his oripginal position in Bratislava end repcatcdly visited
there., In Scptomber 1944, he was rcglaccd by the Comaander of Seeurity
Police in Bratisluva aud sent to Vienna wherc uc reamaiaed till Jauuary 1945,
His chief tiiere was Obersturmbaisifuchrcer Krumey, but wituess statcd this
was only a formel command after his open conflict with Eichmanu had commenced.
This couflict originated from witness's rcfusal to receive on the Hungarian-
German border a group of Jews, imeludiig wauy womck, which had becen forced
to march the 200 kilomctoers from Budaopest to Vienna (sn action proviously
opposed by thc witness), The Jews were to work on fortifictions south of
Vieona, Vitnoss was renoved at ouce by Eichmann, wno informed hisi thirougdi
Ropgierungsrat Hunsche thut Lis refusal would be roported to Himmler aud
if he continued to be obstinate, he weuld bDe sent to a concentration camp.
Later on Eichuann weakened this threat because of their long acquaintanceship
but finally reported witness and Hauptsturafliirer Abrameit to Mucller end
said ho uad no morc usc for thusc two. Witness rejorted cud of January 1945
to Muellor in Berlin wznd reguested to bo rolieved from the SD. MNucller
refused and offered witincss Sub=-Scetica IV B2C, This scetion handled
Slovkian questions, not Jewish., Tho group within the departacnt had the
following set up: Gruppe Oberstumabannflhrer Lischka; Section Chief Wolf;
Sub~Scetion Chicf Schoncseiffen, Witness pot the sgocicl assignment to
process the documents on the Slovakian insurrection and started his work
on 28 January 1945 in a camp near Trebnitz, Berlin, to which the section had
been evacuated. He studied the interrogation reports of the Slovakian
insurrsction leaders and the filos on the American-British Mission to Slovakia,

The assignment was interrupted 3 February 1945 because the Russians
. were only 17 kilometers from Trecbnitz. All documents were destroyed by
'~ burning. The section was moved to Hof in Bavaria.
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{Interrojation of WISLICENY, Dictor, 15 November 1945, AM & PM cent'd)
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Everything in RSHA at this time was confused which becamec almost
complote when on 3 February 1945 the Gestapo Headquarters in Prinz:
Albrecht Strasse 8 were partly destroyed during air raids.

Witness went to Hof but found no installation or documents and went
AWOL to Vienna and about the end of Feoruary rcported back to Berlin where
no one had obscrved his absence. Iucller ordcred witness to report to
Eichmann who sent him to Vicnna with Krumey.

At that time, preparations were made for a visit by Count Bernadott
from Sweden to take place at the beginninz of April. As therc were only
14,000 Jewish inmates, 3,000 additional Hungarien Jows were to be brought
from the camp in Vienna. itness wes to accompany the transport and preparec
for the visit., The trausport, however, was ncver made as the rail connection
was out of ordcr. 2 April witnoss left Vicnna with his mother and went to .
Bavaria. 8 April he radioed from Rogensburg to Prague that he would not como
and alse telcphonecd tc Thesskeiny., He learned that Eichmann had becn in
Thesskolny on 8 April. witness thoreafter stayed in Munich and on 3 iay
turned himsclf over to the Amcrican 1Ps.

disliceny stated that nbout March or Apnril 1842, Hitleor issued an
order that all Jeows were to be exterminated. Himmler gave an order at the
same timc which to a cortain degreec limited the Hitler order as Himmler
said Jews were only to be valucd as laborcrs and all women, children, old
peoplc nnd othcrs,not able telield were %o b2 exterminated. The lowest
agc acccptable for ladbor purpouscs was 12 to 13 years. The dctermination as
to who would be cxecuted and who would be used for labor was made in closcd
camps under the dirccticn of the inspectors of concentration camps.

The so-called "anninilation camps" werc Ausschwitz (code name"Camp A"),
Maidanek (Camp M), and o aunhor of cthers in the immediatc vicinity of Lublin.
Witness could not stete the numbher of vietims sent to the different camps
in this arca as the destination for transports was always “"Lublin".

Camp "T" was, as far as witness rcmcmbers, also an annihilation camp
belonging to the Lublin 3et up., ILater on, certainly since 1943-44, all
extermination activities werc mainly concentrated in Ausschwitz.

"Normal" concentration camps were, for instance, Mauthauscn, Dachau,
and Buchenwald.,

Beecause of witness's spoeial assignment to Jowish metters, he only
knew about the extermination of Jows and not what happened to other pecople.

In March or April 1942, witness was ordered by Eichmann to demand from
the Slovak Government delivery of 15,000 to 20,000 single Jcws for labor in
armamont industries. This contingont was to be credited to the Slovakian
Government's regular quota of workers, The Slovakian Governnent on its
own accord had offcred to furnish Jewish workers to (erman armament production,
Seventcen thousand Jews were sent by railroad transpqrts, destination marked |
Ausschwitz and ILublin. Ausschwitz was at that time the process of con-
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' (Interrogation of WISLIGENY, Dister, 15 November 1945, A & PM cont 'd)

struction and these Jewish workers werc not exterminated but wer: employcd
as workers in the construction of the camps. Witness says that even two

' years lator, letters still were received in Slovakia from thia first con-
- tingent of 17,000.

. et e A [T

¥ In May 1942, the Slovakian Government asked Wislicecny as a representetive
i or RSHA if the families of these 17,000 could be transferred to Reich proper
a8 no arrangements had been madc for transfer of money from the workers now in
Poland arnd the Slovakian Government had to provide for these families., ZEichmann
was at that time in Bratislava and accompanied by the witness, visited the
Minister of Interior MICH and Prime Minister TUKA, Bichmann declared ho

- .was prepared to take the families to Poland., He assured MACH and TUKA that

. the families would be settled in villages in the vieinity.of Lublin which had
*‘been evacuated by the Poles. He made the same assurancc to the German

- Ambassador Ludin. Eichmann, however, left witness in doubt about what was

. going to happon to the families, Witness up to that time had visited Berlin

' very seldom and did not have any knowledge of the extermipation camps. During
~ May and June 1942, between 32,000 and 33,000 Jews, members of families of

.~the 17,000 workers, were sent to Ausschwitz and Lublin by the Slovakian
' Government.,

In July 1942, TUKA summoncd witness to got an explanation of what had
happened to the Jewish families. He was specially interested in the fatc of
Baptized Jews and requested that they should be given the opportunity to excr-
‘cise their recligion. TUKA also requested that the Slovakian Commission be
given permission to travel to Lublin area in order to ascertain conditions.
TUKA's action was initiated by Papal Nuncius Monsignore Burzio., TUKA's wishcs
were transmitted to the German Ambassador in a verbal notec. The smbassador
‘ordered Wisliceny to travel to Berlin to inform Eichmann of the wish of the
Slovakien Government and request that the wish be granted.

Witness arrived in Berlin cnd of July or beginning of August 1942, aud
had a lon;; discussion with Eichmaimi. Witness supportcd strongly the SlOVlKllu
‘idea and explained that Germauy's international prestige would suffer if it
was not granted. Witness rcferred to statcments by the Popc and the Papel
State Secrotary Maglione, statcments which partly had been made in public,
‘ﬁartly to the Slovakion Ambassador at the Vatican. Witness also reforrcd

to tho fact that President Dr. TISO of Slovekia was a Catholic Pricst. He
furthcrmore stresscd that Slovakian Government had only agreed to tho dcporting
of Jews aftur having obtained promiscs of humene trcatment by the Germans.

Eichmaan enswercd that a visit by a Slovekinn Commission wes out of
;jhim of the Hitler Order thut all Jews were to be oxterminated.

& When witness asked Eichaann who was going to assume the responsibility,
Eichmau:u showcd witncss the Orcder sipued by Himmler, markcd "Geheime Reichs-

. sacho" (Top Scerct) and a "Schnellbricf" (Imamediatc Action). Witness recalls
. tho toxt was about as follows: "The Fuchrer has dccided that the final dis-
position of the Jewish Qucstion is to begin at once (code word 'final disposi-
_tion' stood for biological cxtermination of Jews). I (Himmler) desiguatc
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“thc quostion, When witness asked why, Eichmann, aftor long hesitation, informed

| S



(Interroation of WISLICENY, Dicter, 15 November 1945, All & PM  coat'c)

the Chicef of tne Sceurity Police uud SD ana tne inspuctors of couccntration
camps to executc this ordcr. Ixcluded froa disposition are the Jews nceded
for the lavor progrom ia the coucentration camps”.

"Details wbout the execution of this Order arc to ve a,roed upos by
the Chief of the Sceurity Police aud SD and tne iususectors of couccatration
camps."

"About the cxceution of this Ord r, I a2 to bc continuously iuformed©.

Witness saw Himnler's unmistakable signature on this document. He
remerked that Himmler's sipgnature is such that once scen it is never forgotten.
Witress bulicves the document was dated end of Anril or bemiuning of May.
Eichmann had the orixiinal ordor which was sddressed to the Chicf of the
Sceurity Police and SD and to the Chiefs of WVHA to whom inspectors of con-
centrabion camps were subordinsted.

The docwicit had a red border which meant it was an ursent document for
speedy action.

Witness was impresscd by the faet that into Eiehmanu's hands hud been
given the power to exterminate millions of people in whatever way he found
best. Wisliceny made the remerk "God forbia thet our encmies cver would do
the same to the Gernan people". Eichmony aaswerced: "Don't be sentiucutal,
this is a Fuciirer Ordex".

So far as wituess knows, tho 33,000 Jcows were exteruinatcd in Ausschwitz
as soon as thoy arrived there, with the exception of a small number who were
found able bodied. Eicanann said verbally: "The Slovaks won't be able to sce
their Jews beceause tucy are not alive".

Witicss stated that after Hoydricn's death, Kaltcenbrunner and under him,
Muellor and Eichmann, were responsiblc fer the exccution of this order as
it never was withdrawn.

Eichmunn then ordered witness to return to Bratislava and stall off the
Slovakian Governuent and at the samc tiamc cxoreisc pressurc for delivery of
the remaining 25,000 or 50,000 Jews in Slovakin. Witucss wmade up his wind
not to cxcecute the latter order if it was possible. At that time several
thousaud Jews were ix collectiig caaps dosiguatod for shipment. Sincc witness
was to ive a positive answer, the Slovokian Government held up further

transport. Witness stoted that undoubtedly thoy would have been delivercd

if strong pressure had becn exerciscd on behalf of the German Govermaent, but
aftor a lengthy intervicw with the Gernan Ambassador LUDIN, they both decided
0t to o it,

In Ausust or earliy Scotcmber 194, witness was approachcd by thc Joint
Distribution Committce turoush an intermcdiary, a Jew by th. name of Karl
dochberge This man was known to tuc witncss, having donc statistical work for
aim. He worged iu the Jewisn Centrol Pro raa of Slovaxia (Judenzentrale).
Witness hod discussed Jewlsh probLlsws with Hoehberg on previous oceasions and
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(Intcrrogetion of WISLICENY, Dicter, 15 Novemser 1v4d, Al & P cont'c)

nad told Hoehbvorz that if it depended upow him, further transpori would

be prevented, Hochbery told Wisliceny that if au widerstandiog could bo
achicved between the Jowish ascacics sud the German ascncics handliug Jows,
any asouut would be availablc, To this, withess answercd that his attitudc

did not dcpcnd on moncy: Hoeamocr: wetud oi belislf of & ccrtaiu ROIT - Zucric.
Witross cssuncd tust ROTT in renlity woes cither Nuthea SCHWALD or St1ly WJEYER
(or ilaicr) whose arme witiess loarucd leter i conucetion with Himviler's iitu=
tintions with Jowish & uncius in luv=é.e Approximatoly £5,000 Jows romedlnd. ..

i Slovnkia lived tusre w.til tic Slovekin:. iusurruetion in Scotorder lves:,
Wiva Elchrain orderea thcir shipacat to Ausscavitz for watoraiaation. Eichae...
or his Deputy GUENTHER sent Hauptsturubeaw:fuchr.r BRUNNER to Slovakin tu e

in char-. of this action. BRUNNER had fornarly becii in Paris and was known

as onc of Elchanan's most orutal aud cobediunt tools. At that tim:, Jdisliceuy
wus in Hunsery wite Eichian:i, Ho aswoad to bu assigucd to the job of solving
the Slovakiva Jowisn questio:, but Bichiann refusud 8 uc suspected witncess

of havin., hclped some premincnt Jews flce iato Ruanuia in Au ust lve4. Dr.
KASTNER, roeprescutetive of Joiat Distrioution Coumitteu in Budopest, tried

hard throu,h witnoss to makc Eichmuna enwio nds docision, but to no avail.

In Scotomber lvéeR, Hochber: =uve witi:css $20,000 in US dollur notus.
Witaess first rofusad to tcke the money and said his opinionswere not for
sale and that his incemc was adequatec. At thet tiue, it comc froa thrce
¢ifforcnt sourcecs: n. S~lary froa SD; be oer aiwi; ¢. 5,000 Slovak Kronwn
(eouivalort of Ril 500) from the AmbngssaGor for roprescntation purposcs.
Witness carncd morc tuan RM 1,200 montnly wiich was a very hign ilucoac in
Slovakir wiere prieccs worec oxtreacly cheap.

Wisliccuy promiscd Hochuwr: to attompt to influence Eichuiin: and
then reported to Eichmn i that thc Joint Distribution Committo: was ready
to put at his disposal any amount if a reasonablc agreement could be reachcd.
Witness saic that Hocnver, lind muntioned $5,000,000 e& beinr, availablo. Ho
maaed that he bad reecived §20,000 nnd nac declarcd this cumount should be uscd
as heclp for Tiercsicnstadt. Wisliccuy asked Eichiwua: for docision on dis-
position of this amount and if and how to continue discussions with the Jei't
Distributicii Committec, No nuswer to this rcport was rececived but early in
Novwaber 1942, witncss was summoned to Beorlii: wuere he saw Eichuaune Eicnawiu
told hia that cxtracts of thc rcport had been submitted to Himmloer., wWitrcso
wes shown an order froa Himuler sigwol by Acjutant SUCHANECK; tne 20,000
wore to be Golivered to Berlin ismwcuiatcly; atteupt should be made to fool
the Jews to pay worc woucye. If successful, Wislicouy was loter to be relicved
from Bretislava. Tac $20.000 wore brou-it froa Bratislave by sgceizal couricr
in Noveubur 1942 and turacd over to WVHA, Upon ruturan, Wisliceuy told
Hochborg that the negotiations were very difficult and at a dead-lock and
that he could not accent furthor amounts. Howuver, witicss stressed to
Hochiber: that his porsonzl attitude was unchansed.

Before witicss's cepurturc froa Berlia, Bichmur: waracd hia stron.ly
a;,2dust any further negotistions and seid that if anything went wreng, he

- would have no qualms to let him fall,
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(Interrovation of WISLICENY, Dicter, 15 Novm‘ue: 1945, Al & PM cont'd)

Wisliceny said tho perecata ¢ of Jows Touud to be ablo ‘bodict was 20%
or at tic most, 25%. He uno learnca this fact tlroush overhearin: a Y
conversation between Eicmuuu:. sad Hocss, Comnmnder of the Ausschwitz Camp,
Tne conversation took plece in Bucnucst il July 1944, Hoess said tuis
ficurc was an avera;e for all parts of occupidd Europe. Tne co.versation s 3
particularly concerned the percentaje of able-bodied Tews frou Hunsary. .#&" v
500,000 Jcus were to be cvacuatolirom H@rmI¥ict that tiuc.. Of these, T
460,000 were seut to Ausschwitz. - ‘Eic.ma;m uOCi..I‘CQ that all 460,000 cxceut '
20 to 25%, were extorminated. Eicliai told witness that they were killed
in sas chanbers with carbon monoxide. Witness Gid not kiow whea ;as chanbers
were introduced, but knew for sure that they existed in 1942. Of the rosainis;,
40,000 Hun=oriea Jews, about 30,000 were usced as laborers on the Soutiwcast
wall, south of Vieana, startii. iu November 1944. Tlicy werc subordiaatced to
Gau Leadership Lower Doaube, wiich coutrolled the comstruction. Some smaller
complemecats of this _roup were sent to a concentration camp near wcizeu iu
Ober Ptalz. Nine to tew thousand remeined in Vienna unuer thic coutrol of
KRUMEY, They workedG iu amaller labor camps in the vieinity of Vicaaw i
agricultural aid simaller industrial enterprises., Tuis yroup was still in
Viciua whon the Russiuus ontored and werc on almost completely froe footing. ‘
Witness quuted Eiciuaauul: "These Jews ure to be saved for the ucgotiations .
between Himmler's represcutative and the Joiut Distrivutios Committue".

Witness apreed to draw up o how clart and elaboratc on his estimate
of Jews affuctcu by .icasurcs of RSHA. Two churts drawn up by the wituess
on parts of the orgenization within Aut IV, marked Exhioits B ana C, verc
uxplaincd by witicss. :

i 17 I U i’ I

14 Our.obur or »I..v...mur 1.14-’:, ...n“_ss visitod Bmtislma. ho han obta.inad

-gammm don 0 Shoe. bm ewslotuine £het he now RaT to turnh ovet, T '

S ‘-»r' 4
CLEIROLT L0 Ll baesneie O Seiubind Selety b @i deblibiier N i

Wnide ia Bratislave ov o farewall esl) to the Cerman émhaa’m&cr,}ﬁiﬁ;‘.cw
ATa0d Ghat 616 Joews aaa SSea rousdod up .0y Gewmnn aue Slovadlan. podise W.d
85 troops as well ag rogulor troops when the Gemasn. Aray reoccupieca.the.pargs
of Slovakisa wihich Lad revolted. o 10 s s )

, BRUNNER was abeolutcly ruthless in his actions and despité attempts .on
partiof . witness to save.at least some few Jowts, anmons thci & Mrs.F loiscmna;m. iy
reyrcsontative of the Joint Distribution Committce in Slovakia, BRUNNER
refused and all Jews werc sent to Ausschwitz. Witness said that some few . ...
thousand Jews rciasined.in hidiu-. e, : b

Wisliceny rcad tlic interro.stion reports irn Trebinitv durii., the last. .o
three 'days of J=auary coincornius the Auerican-British Mission for Slovakia
wuleclr had beca capturcd. He romemvered -the name of the Chicf of tiuc Britis
Mission.ns Cr stain Schmer; the Chicf of the Asericqu aissiow, ho belicved,
was.Brown. ' Thc ouly other amie he remcmbered was an Auscricau Licutoaant .
Miecan. He could not ascertain from the I%*lertxﬁ“"if the interrozations had .
taken place under stress, but he definitely:;remembered that the interrosation
report signed by Brow: carriau tm.._f' id%sscatence . in Enctlish over Browu's
sipnature: "Si~ned uuwder durcss and "brotest" Witness said lie did not know
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e (Intorro-atios of WISLICENY, .Dictcr, 15 Novumuver 1lved, Al & PM, cort'd)

nowr the interru.ativ.s L.d boen carriecd out, but admitted that stron ; measurcs
werc often used by RSHS: interro-ators.

After toe broak dowis of tlhc Slovekiv:n iusurrcctious, acmbers of the
Ancricunu gua Britisi Missiou fad fled iato tlhic forcsts of Lower Tatra wiwrg
thcy werce talen prisoners end first brousht to Bratisleve. This was tihw cud
of Novuriber or voeplinii, of Dcccuver lyss. Coriancer Witisne seut o regort
to Himuler throuw  RSHL. The pzrisouers verce tuua scat to Msutanusc:: cOus
ceutratiun caay for @ speeial interro_ation under Stunubiuufuclirer
SCHOENSEIFFEN, whica lusted for about ouc woecke dituess was told, .provadly by
SCHOENSEIFFEN, tiat tnoc prisusers were snote The last wocuweat iu tul foirly

 thick filc of decuments pertainin; to the missions was a request written about
. »middle of Janwuary 1545 from OKW, taat tuc prisciers be turaed over to the amiy
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" for imprisoamcat iu ropuler PW cumps. Thils request Led uwot beon aiswered,
presumably becausc the functions of RSH. were cossletely in confusion..

Whon all docwsiests werc destroyed in Trebezitz on 3 Fooruary 1945,
witncss observod that SCHOENSELFFEN »icieu out tie files rcforring to the
Ancrices-British wissiocns, added some scparate documents also marked Atricuu-
British Mission and tuwok them to Berlin towubihcr with otlicr very important
documents which were not destroyed. -



