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On 2 November 1945,

General Adolf WESTHOFF, who is an infantry general officer and who
had served in the German army on the Russian Front until February of 1943,
when he was relieved of his duties as infantry officer and transferred to
CK'! as Inspector of KGU/, directly under GRAVENITZ, who was subordinate to
REINECKE, who, in turn, was subordinatc to KEITEL. Field Marshal KZITEL,
at the time WESTHOFF joined the OK'7, was responsible to HITIER for all
prisoner of war camps, with t he exception of the Luftwaffe camps and Navy
Camps, and, in this connection, KEITEL was responsible under the then or- oA
ganization of the KGW for the inspection of the Luftwaffe and Navy Camps. |

hen General WESTHOFF joined the OK'/ and wes made inspector of KGU,
subordinate to GRAVENITZ, who was the Amtsgruppe Chef de KG7 in OK'/, he and
GRAVENITZ were both of the opinion that it was their duty as officers of the
Tlehrmacht to follow the rules laid down by the Geneva Convention. During
the month of March 1944, 80 British flying officers escaped from the Stalag i
Luft III, Sagan, which camp was under the jurisdiction of GOERING, but also
under the jurisdiction of KEITEL as chicf of the Prisoner of “Jar organization
in K'7¢ "hen this incident occurred, it was so well knovm to Hitler, Himm-
ler and Goering that a special meecting was called in Berlin by Hitler and B
attended by the last named persons and Ficld lMarshal Keitel was called to P
come before the meeting and, while there, Goering accused Keitel of per- :
mitting through negligence these 80 British officers to escape from a camp
that was under the jurisdiction of Goering, but for which Keitel was res-
ponsible as inspector., At this meeting, Goering, Himmler, Hitler, and
Keitel decided that these officers should be shot upon their rccapture,
and Hitler directed that this order be carried out. Keitel, upon re= :
turning to his headquarters in OK'7, summoned GRAVENITZ and 'ESTHOFF before 4
him and issued to them the following order: "Gentlemen, this nust stope {
We cannot allow this to happen again. The officers who have escaped will
be shot. I must infom you that most of them arc alrecady dcad and you
will publish a noticc in the prison camps where Pis are held telling all
P/s what action has becon taken in this case in order that it will be a de-~
terrent to other escapes." General WESTHOFF and Gencral GRAVENITZ both
objected, but were told by Keitcl that that was his order and it would have
to be carricd out in the future. GRAVENITZ and WCSTHOFF recturaed to their
hecadquarters perplexed and, after some thought concerming the order: which
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they had received from Keitel, decided that such an order contravecning the
rules of the Geneva Convention conccrning prisoncrs of war must be placed
in writing and would have to be signed by Keitel or somc other higher of=
ficial, before GRAVENITZ and "ESTHOFF could consider it in future action.
WESTHOFF, thercfore, drew up an order in accordance vith the conversation
which he and GRAVENITZ had recently had vith Ficld Marshal Keitel, and
submitted the order through REINZECKE to KZITEL for his signaturc, KEZITEL
initialled the order in the uppcr right hand corner :nd made a marginnl note
as follows: "Concerning the word "shot". I did not say they would be shot,
I said they would bc turned over to the SD when recapturcd by the Wehrmacht!,
WESTHOFF then deemed it nccessary that he make a complete investigation cone
cerning this casc in order that he would lnow what actunlly happened to the
fifty British flycrs of the eighty who had escaped, He, in return, got a
rcport from Camp Commander Gorlitz stating that the fifty had been shot but
not by the Camp Commander but had bcen tukon from the camp and that the
bodies of the fifty had been crcmated and the ashes placcd in urns and werc
awaiting disposition. 1ESTHOFF testificd that hc was astounded, not so
much at the killing of these fifty becausc he had previously been told by
Keitel that they had alrcady becn killod when he had reecived the initial
order from Keitel, but that he was astounded that thc bodics had beon cre-

mated which hc thon knew was another violation of the Gencva Convention

regarding the disposition of prisoners of war who had dicd. He, never-
theless, was not satisficd with the report that he had rcceived from the
Camp Commander but went to the Gestapo and attampted to get the Gestapo to
ocxplain to him in an official rcport as to what had actually happened to
these fifty British flying officers who had becn killed, His efforts wvrre
unrewarded, the Gestapo refuscd to talk cven to the inspector of KG7. Other
attampts werc later made with the same results.

WESTHOFF, in compliance with a previous order which he had received
from the Recich Chancellery, thnt ell mattcrs concerning violations of the
Geneva Convention would have to bec reportcd to the Reich Chancellery, did
report this incident to the liaison officer of the Reich Chancellory in A7A.
Only a few days later, "TESTHOFF wes callcd by idmiral Bruccimer, who was
liaison officer for the Forecign Officc, who told "TESTHOFF that thc Housc of-
Commons of IEngland had demanded an explanation of this incident and that he,
Brueckner, must sceurc information from VESTHOFF upon which he, Brueclmcr,
could basc 2 reply. WESTHOFF could report ne morc than what he know,
Nevertheless, a reply to the House of Commons' incquiry wes dravm up at
Berchtesgaden by the Foreign Office, Hitler, and a Oberstleutnant Krafi, a
representative from Viesthoff's office; and VESTHOFF testificd that whon he
subsequently rcad the reply in the newspapers of Germany, he held his head
because he knew the reply was not truce

In regard to the shnckling of officer Pifs; General "ESTHOFF testi-
fied that Marshal Keitcl, after thc escape of 103 Dutch officcrs, issucd an
order that all officer PiIs, with the exception of British and Americon,
when being moved. from onc camp to anothcr, would bc shackled and that all
movements of officer P's from onc camp to ancther would be reported in tele-
print to Keitcl previous to their movement, ~nd, in rcgard to British and
American PWs, Keitel himsclf would mnke the deeision whether such officers
should or should not be shackled.
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Gencral WESTHOFF further testificd that, as far as his knowvledge,
he never turned over to the Gestapo recapturcd Pi/s when such P'ls were re-
taken by the “ichrmacht but that in most cases, after March 1943, escaped
Pils werc usually capturcd by the Gestapo for the troops in usc for hunting
escaped persons were under the dircet commnnd of Himmler as Commander of
the Reserve Amy and he was surpriscd to learn thot 600 'merican prisoncrs
werc rccoverced by the American forces in a Gestapo Concentration Camp. In
October 1944, Himmler succeeded in gaining control of the P’ camps, with
the exception of the Allgemeine Vlehrmachtsamt, which still romained under
Keitel. Concerning the section of the P'f orgonization that was directly
under Himmler and his Chief of KG7, Obergruppenfuchrer Berger, “ZSTHCFF
would not testify as to what was donc in that scetion, but did testify
that the scetion of the A'7A, under General REINECKE, of which he himself
was inspector of KCG7, attempted even after October 1944 to follow as closcly
as possible and did follow, with thc cxception of those cases whiure he wes
subsequently directed to cdo otherwise, the rules of the Geneva Convention
in regard to the trcatment of priscners of war in the hands of the Tlehr-
macht.




