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OFFICE OF U S CHIEF OF COUNSEL "
WFSt / Qu. (Administration) ) 15 October 1942

Re: Fight against enemy sabotage troops, e

(In Handwriting): Reexamine Distribution (WR and Abw,)
Warlimont, Oct 18

Note

Following the radio announcement of Oct 7, 42, WFSt has requested propo-
sals from Foreign Office / Abw. and from WR for an executive order,

The proposal of the Foreign Office Abw., will be submitted as Appendix 1.

Opinion of WFSt:

The proposal is not in accordance with the above mentioned radio
announcement and is too strongly influenced by considerations of
the own interests of the Foreign Office / Abw. and particulerly
Abw, II, sections.

The Chicf of WR has made a statement to the effect that the order was to
be drawn up in such a way that it will take into account the own interests
while considering the future conduct of the war. In this way he wantcd to a-
void repercussions which would counteract our further intentions. Sabotage
is an essential part of conducting war at a time of total warfare; we our-
selves have strongly developed this mcthod of fighting.

(Handwritten remark: But the English are much more in need of it. Jodl)

However, to draw up such an order it is necessary to elarify preliminary
questions which he could bring up in oral discussions only; if possible, in the
presence of the Chief of the Forecign Office / Abw. at WFSt., A telephonic

discussion would be out of question beocause of the necessary treatment of future t
intentions.

Only then could a statement be issued to the troops as to which sabotage:
troops should be regarded as bandits.

Opinion of WFSt:

The intention to dispose in thc future of all terroristic and sabotage | ‘ies
troops which behave like bandits has been already made public over
the radio. ‘ \
The task of the WFSt thereforc consist only of givipg suca directives
for execution as to how the units should deal with terroristic and
sabotage units. '

The question of the promulgation of thils order, as it was brought up
by the WR, needs not be followed further, since the announcement of
the basic principle in the Wehrmacht report of Oct 7 should already
be sufficicnt for purposc of intimidation,

WFSt therefore su;gests the order appearing under Appendik 2.

Warlimont.
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| , Appendix 1 A
: Copy by way of Extract 'y e
From teletype KR | R 10 Oct 42, 14.30 ofclock i
GWOKA 02822 arr.: 10 Oct, 16.25 i
To WFSt
;g_: Treatment of British terroristic and sabotage units.
A. Members of terroristic and sabotage troops of the British Army

who are found, contrarily to the rules of weriare, without uniform

\ or in German uniform will be ireated as bendits. During Tlgab and
when fleeing, they are to be shct without wercy. Ti nilitery neces-
sities will call for their tcmporary arrest or if they fall irto
German hands outside of military actions, they are to be led at once

3 before an officer for interrogation. Thereafter thoy are to be

a4 court-martialed. (Jodl's handwritten remark: "Ho".).

o B, Members of terroristic and sabotage units of the Eritish Army who,
- in uniform, are, in the opinion of the unit guilty of dishcnorable
= activities or of activities contrary to internstional law, are to

ik be put under military confinzment after their capture, WESt has

s to be immediately notified =bout * -ir actions. Directives about

i their treatment will be issued by V'St in accordance with WR and
bzt the Foreign Office/Abw. (Handwritten remarkt "That doesn't go

it either, Jodl",)

\‘: vt

% OKW Foreign Office/Abw,

. No. 00381/42 Top Secrct

i Copy 1 G 1 b(5)
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Appendix 2
Fuehrer Hg, the Oct. 1942
Chief ; ® Top Sceret
of the High Command of th? Army. Copies .
No. 00 /42 top secret WFSt/Qu.(Adm.) .Copy

1. In the x~- 2ppendix to the -x Wehrmacht report of Oct 7, 42 it has
/already/ been announced that in the future all terroristic and
sabotage units of the British and of their associates who do not
act like soldiers put like bandits will be mercilessly exterminated
in fight.

2. The behavior x- of terroristic and sebotage units -x has to be
x- zlways -x assumed to be contrzry to the rales of warfare when
/attacks of/ single %- aggressors as -x saboteurs /take place who,
contrarily to tis basic rules of warfare, vhile killing single
persons or annihilating property of high value/ or egents, regard-,
less whetiner as soldiers and irrespective of the kind of uniform,
commit attacks of acts of violence vhich, in the judgment of the
unit, differ from the basic rules of warfare and thus place tham-
selves outside of the rules of warfare.

3. In these cases the aggressors are ‘o be ‘annihilated to the last
man x- while fighting or flceing -x without mercy.

L. x- If military necessitics call for a temporary arrest of single
participants, then, after their militery questioning, they are
te bes hended over to the SD in .rinciple -x. Confinement in P
camps is prohibited x- even temporarily -x.

5. This order is not to go beyond army level; from thire on to lower -
echelons is to be announced verdtulily. The order has to be de-
stroyed after acxknowledgement.

Note: X—.......~x (indiczte additions in pencil).
Jeeeesess/ (indicate word or words crossed cut in pencil).
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14 Cet 1942

Fight against encmy sabotage troops.
liote

Following an order, a draft for on order is herevith submitted about
the fight against terroristic and sabotage wnits., A draft zbout the
counterproposal of tihe Foreign Office/Abw. is containcd in the teletype
of Oct 10 with handwritten corrections according to the teletyoe of
Oct 13. '

In agreement with the Chief of the WR it is pointed out that attacned
order can have repercussions which can countlract our interest as to tne
future conduct of the war.

Reasons:

Sabotage nas become an sssenbial part of warfars in the age of
total war, In this respect it is =zufficient to 2cint out our ovn
attituds, Proof can be gathered by the enemy from reports of our
ovn propagands companiss,

Therefore, in zgrcement vith the Chief of the WR, the motion is made
to hold a discussion at the VFSt, =t which the Chief of the Foresign Office/
Abw., the representotives of W,Pr. &nd WR should take part in order to
ascertain in a statement to wnab extent can the goal be reached to fight
efficiently azainst the sabotoge warfars of the enemy without considerably
impairing our ovn effort. In the meeting the points should be discussed
which appear in the eppendix. Tclephonic discussion is not fsasible be-
cause the answers to the cuestions under discussion would permit conclusions
to the further intentions about the conduct of wer., The Caief of the VR
does not cxpect any prozress Irom a preliminery discussion with the Foreign
0ffice/Abw.

With this view in mind to prevent the cnemy's fighting the war by
using sabotage troops, following questions nave to bs clarificd before
formul:-ting an order:

1.) Do we ourselves have the intention to commit sabotage units in
the zone of rear ecnelons of the :nemy only, or also far pack
in the zone of intericr?

2.) Vho will commit more sabotage troops, the snemy or we?

3.) Cen we establish the principle: Sabotage units do not conduct
legal war; they are to be exterminated in the fighting without
mercy?

L.) Do we attach importance to arrest first the single membors of
this group for interrogation by counterintelligence and not
kill them immediately?
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Following th¢ radio cnncuncement of Oct 7, 42, 1FSt made proposals
for an executive ordsr of Foreign Office/Abw., and of WR.
I

The proposzl of the Foreign Office/Abw. will be submitted as Appendix

o

ll

X~ Opinion of WFSt: The preposal -x is not in accordsance with
the asbove mentioned radio cmouncerwnt and is strougly influsnced by
the own intercsts of the Foreign Office/dbw., perticuizriy abi. II.

The Chief of VR has expressed the cpinion that /froin the sbandpoint \
of the aim to prevent the cnemy warfare by usec of subotsrge troops/ he
would /issue/ draft zn order in such o wey thot it shouwld fexctensivaly/
take into account our ovn interests with regerd to the futurs conduct of
the war. In this way he wants to avoid repercussious which could counter- .
act our further aims, 3azbotege iz =n essenticl part of tne conduct of war.f;
in the time of total war; we ourselves nove strongly developed this method
of warfarec, Only then could /he/ cne give en explanation to the troops
whet sabotage units should Le rozzrdes os bandits,

Opinion of WF3St:

The intention to annihilate 211 torrorists nad sabotage units in the
future which behave like bandits, hasz been a2lready mads public over the
radio. /The deserving efiect would e this basicali; achieved/. Thercfore .
the task of the WFSt weuld be only to issuc dirsetives s to how the troops
ere to act a.ainst torrorists and scbotage uaits, '

&

r

The cuesticn about the pubdlication of this order which was raised by
IR needs no further discussicn since the publication of the principle
%~ published in the Venrmesht report of Cet 7. as for 25 the intimidating
effect goes —x should already be sufficient.

 WFSt thercfore propeses the order as submitted in the appendix.
(Appendix 2).

\ ! . 1!'

(ﬁcr"mc;t)

Note: x-.....-x (indicate additions in pencil).
/eeeeo./ (indicate word or words crossed out in pencil).

CERTIFICATE CF T 'SLATION
OF DOCULERT NO. wL.c3-PS

5 October 1945

A

I, FRED NIZBERCALL, 2nd Lt Inf, 0-1235567, nercby certify thet I am thoroughly e
conversant vith the English and Gerzon longusges; and that the above is a correct f%?
4

and true translation of Document No., 1263-PS,

FRED NIZBERGALL
2nd Lt Inf
0-1335567.




