BFFICE OF U.S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE® FROSECUTION OF XIS CRIMIN.LLITY

INTERROG..TICN DIVISION SUMM.RY

Interrogation of ¢ Erwin LLHOUSEN
By: Col. J. He amcn, 18 September 1945,pem. Nurcmberge.

- e e =

e e e e e e

PERSONS ..ND ORG:uNIZATIONS IMPLIC..TED, «#ND SUBJECTS
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2« Knowledge of ond protests against Hitler's order of
18 October 1942, re killing of allied commandos (p.3-6)
be Knowledge of execcution of Canaris and Generol Os?er )
P.l-?
ces Plot for murder of General Weygand(p.8=-10).
de Plot for murder of General Giraud (p.11-16).

2. JODL, KEITEL
2. Participation in Hitler's order of 18 October 1942,

EXECUTION OF ..DMIR..L C.IN.RIS

_ Lohouscn stanted the mutucl rcelationship betwoen him, KEITEL

cnd JODLrrespettively was corrcet and without any animesity or
antipathy (pel)e C..NLRIS and Generol OSTER were cxccuted by'sT
"slow hanging" on 9 .pril 1935, Both belonging to a circle who
wore fighting against Hitler and his intended aggrcssive ware |
The witncss does not know wherc Canaris's diary may be, but Dr.
DONANI who was in chorge of the safckcoping of documents kncw,
but he allegedly was £lso cxccutced (pe2)e.

IXKILLING OF BRITISH COMM..NDOS

Iahouscn dcclared himsclf to be familior with an ordeor of
Hitler of 18 October 1942 with respcet to killing of British
commandos, which was discusscd in thc Department CeIeCo(ped)e.
Lahousen was personclly involved in this matter insofer ns re-
giment Brandcenburg, which undcrtook ~ctions similar to the Bri-
tish commandos, wos attached to his scetione. On account of - =
possible repercussions to them,ithe witness protcsted against
this order of Hitler (p.4). Protests against this order werc
also launched from the office of admiral BUERKNER, namely from
the point of vicw of violating international law (pe5,6). JODL
and KEITEL ought to know 2bout Hitler'sordcr of 18 October 1942,
Canaris mcntioncd to Lahouscen that this order wos originated ot
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lcast formulcted by the lendership staff of the armcd forces,
2nd most likely he nomcd JODL in connccthon with it. Connris
lcvelled a protest to KZITEL about this order but it wns forrod-
1y rcjcectecd (pe6)e wsbout the rosult of o sccond protest lounched
by thc witncss, he rcefors to KEITEL, BENTIVIGNY and BUERKNER,
who ought to know cbout it,

WEYG..ND .FF.LIR

The order to kill Genercl Weygnand camce from KEITEL, and went
to C..NaRIS. Thc ordecr did not say "cxccution", it wns to be =
scerect murdor. It was given orally by KEITEL to CENLRIS (pe8).
During onc of the customary mectings of Conaris with his depart-
ment hoads, the latter pointed to Lohouscn saying:"He'! (Lohouscn)
“will bc responsible for the cxceution of this order." BURRKNER,
OSTER,BENTIVIGNY and PICKENBROCK werc present and hecard it (p.9).
The rcasons for thesc ordeors worc, cccording to Cancris, to
climinnte Weoygond boccausc he wns distrusted and cpparcntly work=-
ing agoinst Vichye Lohouscn rcfuscd to cxceute this ordersrocson=-
ing to be a soldicr ond not & murdercr. Conaris quicted . him
down, steting that this order will hot bo transmittcd cny .
furthoer (p.9). Koitcl wns asking Cannris cbout tho progrcss of
cxpenting his order, ond Cnnaris alwiys stalled the whole matter
with the romark that:"It is being worked on.'" Keitcl nlso osked
the witncss once and he answercd in the same woy 2s Concris(pelO)

GIRAUD .FF.IR

sbout the planncd murder of GIR.UD.who, likec Weygand, was
fcorcd to become o center of military rosistance in casc of an
nllicd invasion, thc proccdurc was about the some as in the casc
of Weygonde. about 8 wocks beforc invasiony i.c. November 1942,
Keitcl gove the oral order to Canaris, who on his port informed
Bontivigny, Bucrkncr, Pidk cnbrock and the witness about'it. On
that occosion, Pickcnbrock remarked thot Koitcl has to be told
that they arc no murder organizaticn (p.ll). Conaris answered
that he would trke up the matter with Keitel nand lcft the roorie
wftoer o while ho rcturncd, with thc words:"I sucecccded in swoy-
ing Keitel (pl.l12). Kcitel ordercd mc to contoct Heydrich and to
transfer this whelc thing to Heydrich'!'s S.Ds ond to have him
oxcecuted." The witnoss stated it is clso possible that Canaris
ricant Kcitcl ordercd the transfer of the cxccution at Canaris's
suggestion (pal2). «bout 3 wecks after, Keitel hrd given the -
order to Canaris rcgarding Gircud, he cclled up the witness in
his private rcsidence and the following telephonc conversation
took place:
Keitel: "Whet is hoppening cbout Gustav?" ( 'Gustav! was the
code nane which Keitcl wes using for the 2ction to be
taken agoinst Giroud)."You know 2bout that, don't you?™

My answer wos:  '"Yes, I know about ity Kcitcl then sz2id:'"I
wantTtd know-fjust whot was donc in this affair', so thon the wit-
ness scid:'I am sorry I cannot give you any information about
that bceausc the admiral (Conaris) himsclf took charge of that.”
- Then Keitcl said: "You know that the others (S.D.) n~re supposod
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to do this thing," Then witncss s»id:"Yes, I know th-t," and
Keitel snid:"Whoro is the ..dmiral?" Witncss ocnswercd:"Tho ..d-
riircl is not' horce He 1s in Parise." Then witness s2id:"Go nt
once", mcaning witness(Lahouscn),"to the Reichssichcerungshouptb-
cmt (the main Sceurity Officc of the Reich) and sce Mucllcor.”
Witness rcmarked thoat this Muzller is the same man he mentioncd
bofore and he wos onc of Himmler's ricn(pel3)s

The witnoss,worricd obout the order - » Keitel goavo
him,flocw to Paris to scc Canarise. Canaris workecd out a plan
"ccording to which thc cxccution of Koitel's order should be
prcventecds Bucrkner also kncw of Conaris!' plan, Lahouscn flow
with Canaris back to Berlin and the latter rcoported to Krolitél
that he hod transimitted his crder (Keitel's) to Heydrich ~t o
conferonce in Praguc, and Heydrich told him he would not use
the ordinary S.Ds. men but spccial sceret mon to take care of
Giraud (pel5,16),
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