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OFFICS OF U.S. C:UEF' OF COln~-Sl'JL

FOE{ THE PROS,H;CUTION OF A.;\.IS C.iU.'Jl1.'JALITY

IN~i~~OGATIO~ DIVISIOrl SU~~~Y

Interrogation of·: LAEO-;SEN
3y: Col. John H.A.rnen, 15 Septei!1ber 1945, p.m. Nuremberg.

mistreptment 0f war prisoners (po.6-8)
(p.9)

2. SS end SJ \
a.• Relation to the army (p··).5,lO)
b. Knowledge of Keitel p.nd Jodl of activities of S8 and S.J Gpp.1l--12) ,

I
\

1. LABOUSElT
8.. IJJajor Bechler's str>tel1lent re arm~T opJosition against orders

a.b011 t l)ri soners of wp,r (pp. 1,2,3,4)
b • .d.es'Jonsibility of army for prisoners of "'fir (pp.6-7,10)
c. Trea.tment of prisoners of wp,r

(l) ',a tnps'· es named: Cols .?ickenbrock and Bentivigny, Admiral
Buerkner, Colonel - - - - -, predecessor of General Graevi­
nitz (Chief of Prisoner of War Section in ~einecke's Office)
(p.l0).

(?,) EX8cutio~£ p,nd
(3) Canaris 1 dipry

--------------------------------------~-------------------------------~~l

I

A stater:.ent of .J8.~or Bechler, adjutant in Hitler's hea<lq\18rters,
wps read (,).3) to Lahousen. These orders were rescinded in the SJring
of 194~, not beceuse the Germalis reco~nized their brutality, but becAuse
they reelized the stu-pidit;y- of ,;,~1stin{: ffian-power pnd sltwe wori:..(p.4)
The Nazi term "he.rd" tp.5) eCJUPl ts "brut8l ll • It 'IIa3 also increa.sing
the Russian will for resist~nce. ,

r

Be.chler I s statement in re AriJ!Y op')osi tion to this oreier and their
f8ilure to cprr~,. it out \-ros reaci.. and.- La'lousen stateei that it was tr'fe
th8t Army opryosed it.(p~.3-4) States SS and S~ and the police orgAnl­
zations had a hish rb:lkinr officer wi th each Army Groul1' These officers
kept B reccrd of all executions anQ know all the executions by memcry.
He points ont thpt the execution of Jews d.oes not come under he8ci..inF::
"Prisoners of Wp,r". b'.lt under the hea.dingl"Treatment to be Accorded to
the Enemy Ci¥ilipn .?opul.8tions". He attempts to exclude Army from this
subject but st8tes thpt "as far' FS the ')risoner of wpr situation e-oes,
the Ar""y w~ s res1?onsible" .

The Bechler report Joints out th8t a Rus6ian WOlMn soldier 'f'PS

tak8n as a prisoner e,nd the J'uehrer ordered her shot. F..;:.<i no uersonal
knowledge of the incident b11t diei not <ioubt correctness and authentici t;y
of the report.(up.6-7) Report indicetes that prisoner!:' of "Jpr were
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Laho".sen, 15 SepteJi1ber 1945, p .m. l~'..lre~berF..

branded and Laho~sen stAtes that this is absolutely correct pnd h~ c~n

Bubstentiate hi s stHtei.,ent. (n. 7) Laho"sen Melee Colonels .?ickeubroc:< ~md

Bentivigny as bein~ Rble to ~ive fulle. infor~8ti0n (~.7) Celonel Benti­
viF.ny ~'s Shief of ele Soction - ane still 8live.(vp.7,8; £xecutions
were now to be h(>l~ in s0cret.(p.9) G1.1flrds At ceiTlps w.-re gOIng Flro'md
cem.Js with '"hips pnd thick sticks.(p.6) .'lueller WflS the rlg:"1t hpnd irIan
of HimlIller.(8) The entry ebout this conf8rEnce WFlS ~'J'lde in CAI1PriS'
diary by Lahousen.lp.9) >-:e Rls!) ifJ'l.de other entries.',p.9) AcL..irel 3uerj:­
ner coulc. confirm these tl'.inr::s. ('9.9; .'l'h,cre is F Colond \.,rho W''' s the
predecessor of General G-r?evinitz PS CDief of ilri,.. on,'r of IVpr Section
in Reinecke's office, whocc)'ll<l f!ive you dEk~. (p.10)

Lahousen recalls much of this ci.rt.<. 3e say!:; beceust: Ilthis 'Ne'S the
first time thet the Wehr~~cht w~s hel~ responsible for thin~s li?e
thet." In the c~se of ?olp.nd ell this hed been the responsibility of ~S

end the S';:;. T!>.is WAS en intentional effort by Hi.Il:i.ler to dr2\oJ the::ehr­
ffiacht into this and to estpblish its responsibility.(~.lC\)Keitel
knew of all these discussions 8nd the existence of the orQers 9nd ~ll

other fls')ects connected with thei!!.(p.ll; Keitel ,,/: S j\1.st F' ";'{t'S" ffiPn
and that Jodl T;1Ust t:=oke the blpme I?S he \'IF s the llIore inteLLigent of the
two. (pp.1l-12~.
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