OFFIC: OF U.S. CHIEF OF COUWNSaL
FOR THE PROSLCUTION OF AAIS CRImIWALITY

INTEAROGATION DIVISION SUmMARY :

Interrogation of: LAHQUSEN
By: Col. John H.Amen, 15 September 1943, p.m. Nuremberg.

1. LAHOUSEN ' !

a. lajor Bechler's st~teument re army oprosition against crdprs |

abont mwrisoners of war (pp. 1,2,3,4)

b. #ceoonsibility of army for prisoners of wer (pp.6-7,10) :

c¢. Treatment of prisoners of war :
(1) ¥itnes-es named: Cols.Pickenbrock and Bentivigny, Admiral

Buerkner, Colonel - - - - - , predecessor of General Graevi-
nitz (Chief of Prisoner of Wer Section in HAeinecike's Office)
(0.10).

(2) Executione and mistreatment of war priscners (pn.6-8)
(8) Canaris’ diary (p.9)

2. 8S end SD
a. Relation to the army (p».5,10) .
b. Knowledse of Keitel and Jodl of activities of SS and SD (pp.11-12)

BECHLER Rx2CAT f

A staterzent of wsjor Bechler, adjutant in Hitler's headguerters, !
was read (2.23) to Lahousen. These orders were rescinded in the Soring
of 1942, not beceuse the Germans recosnized their bdbrutality, but because
they rerlized the stuoidity of westing menpcwer ~nd slave werx.(p.4) )
The Nezi term "herd" (0.5) equal tc "brutal". It was also increasing
the Aussian will for resistsnce. !

Bechler's statement in re Army opwosition to this order and their ;
fzilure to cerry it out wes read and Lahousen stated that it was trye
that Army opnosed it.(pn.3-4) States SS and SD end the police organi- l
zations had a high ranking officer with eech Army Groun. These officers
kept & recsrd of all executions ana know all the executions by meumory.
He points out thet the execution of Jews does not come under hesding: !
"Prigoners of War", but under the headingt!'Treatment to be Accorded to !
the Enemy Civilian Populations". He attempts to exclude Army from this |
subject but states that "as far #s the orisoner of wer situation zoes, !
the Army wes responsible".

The Bechler report 2oints out that a Russien woman soldier wes "
taken o8 & prisoner and the fuehrer ordered her shot. H=d no nersonal +
knowledge of the incident but did not doubt correctness and authenticlt;
of the renort.(»p.6-7) Revort indicetes thet orisconers of wer were
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branded and Lahouvsen stetes that this is absolutely correct end he ecsn
substantiate his stateuent.(n.?) Lehovsen nazes Colonels Pickendrocic and
Bentivigny as being able to eive fuller informstion (n.7) Cclonel Benti-
vigny wes Chief of CIC Section - ané still alive.(pp.7,8) Executions
were now to be hel. in secret.(p.8) Guarde at ceups were going around
cemls with whips »2nd thick sticls.(p,5) wmeller wes the right hend men
of Himuler.(8) The entry abeut this conferznce weas uade in Ceneris’
diary by Lahousen.(p.9) ¥e »lsn made other entries.\v.9) Ad.iral 3uerk-
ner coulc confirm these thinss.(p.9) .There is # Colonel who ws the
predecessor of Generel Greevinitz #s Chief of Privoner of Wer Scction

in Reinoecke's office, who conld give you dats.(p.1C)

Lahousen recells much of this d-ts. He says beczuec "thie wes the
first time thet the Wehruacht wes hela responsible for things lixe
thet." In the cese of foland a2ll this hed been the respeonsibility of o5
end the SI. This was 2n intentional effort by Hiauler tc drew the uehr-
macht into this snd to estsblish its responsibility.(n.1C{) Keitel
knew of all these discuseions and the existence of the orders snd =1l
other asvects connected with them.(».ll) Keitel ws just a "yes" man
and thet Jodl must teake the bleme es he wes the wore intelligent of the
two. (pp.11-12]).



