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Witness was a professionnl officer in the Austrion Army-from 1915 to
1938, In that yorr he was taken over by the Germen Army =nd worked in Intel-
ligence, He becrme a full conlonel in 1940 a~nd o Major General, equivalent
to Briz, General in the Amcricsn Army, 1 Jenuery 1945 (1-5), In his work,
witness wes immedintely under Ceneris, consequently he hai contect also with
Keitel, Jodl, and others (56)¢ In the fall of 1241, witness attended o con=
ference, as a representntive of Canrris, at which Generel Reinecke was cheir- ‘
man, Mueller represented RSHA, There wne a representrtive for the Office
for PW's, (6), The purprse nf the meeting was to Aiscuss certein oriers |
which had been issued and were to be issued, concerning the trertment of
Russian PW's, (7). The effect of these orders wrs that a soldicr of the
Red Army wns to be trected not ns 2 P,W,, but as a politicel prisoner and
"that the war between Germeny sni Russir was not to be 1lorked on es a wAr
between two states, but ns » wrr botween two politicel conceptions, eond
thus, it was thrt Russians were considered as bersts, sub=humnan, ~r whrt-
ever they called thenm" (8), The only outcome of the neeting was thet
executions would not toke place where troops could see then (9)s Witncss
believes the orders werc in effect issued before the war ever started (10),
Witness's nission was, on beholf of Cenaris, to say that the orders in question
hed undesirsble effects on the work of his office and on morale and on pro=-
spective future 7,W's, (11), Selection of those tn be killed As coniunists
wes entirely arbitrnry, In one instance, some Mohaunedans were ceptured and
were cxecuted under the mistaken notion that they were Jews (12), The term
"gpecial trestment" in Germrn Sonderbehandlung in official papers alwnys
neant "eonderned to die", (13), 1




