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3. GENER~L STf,FF~ KEITEL, JODL
e. Knowledge rnd the rosnonsibilities for concentrrtion Cflmps tlnd

murdering (pp.9,ll,l2,13)

~. HH1MLER, SS, SD
~. Porsecution of Jews (~.1)

b. Rel~tion with Amy (poS)
c. Engineering of incidont in Cfltt~vice (po.19-21)

(1) Cflnrris, Pickenbrock, B~~kel
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b. C~n~ris ( .4)
c. Concentrrtion crmps (pp.6 9 7,lO,11)
d. Tref'men-t of 'JrIDsoners of wrr (PP., 7,8)
e. . Killing of Russifln work ers (n. 8)

OfFICE OF U•. S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
. FOR T~ PROS~CUTioN' OF AXIS CRn~INALITY

Interrog~tio ••of LAHOUSEN, SRWTN
By: Colonel John. ,H. ,.ilr.Jen

The witness questioned, stflted enphrticr~ly thrt ~ccording to his own
observ~tions rnd he~rings, the rttrcks by Gerrnr~ were without any doubt
intentionf'lly tlggressive ('ets. Crnrris hrd the SFme conviction. The persecution
of Jews in distinction to the tre~tnent of Russim prisoners of w~r by tho
e.rmy wt's h{'\ ndl ed by the S. D., Hiromler' s people (p. 4) •

.fEESONS ~ N14 GaG ~lrl.Z2T.IO-N..sJ)2LI.Q.lU'lllLAIDL,SW3 J~~trs :

1. L:'\HOUSEN
~•. f.gr-ressive wrrs pgf'inst ~ustri8, Czechsslov~kif), polend, Fr~nce,

Del'lIllflrk, Norw~y, the Brlkpns, Greece', f'nd Russir (pp.4,13-18).

Althouv,h S.S. rnd Himmler's or~~niz~tions were integr~ted in the Wehrmacht,
the witness excludes them ~s p p{'\rt of the ~rny (p.s).

Regf>rding the treF'tmont of nrisoners pnd n~rticul!"rly Polish prisol1ers of
wf\r, the witness did not he~r flbout any killings, but eertr.inly of inhumen and
and undignified treAtment.

L~housen fnd his circ]e knew only in substrnce 8bout the hfppenings in the
concen~r~iion camps, n~mely:

£l. Thf't people were thrown in without legrl proc edure',
b. Inhumrn trertment ( .6)
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Erwin Lflhousen, IS September 1945, P.1.l.

Lm ousen know thrt Jews '.vera killeu by t:10 ·;~r.()u'S8r<is in co nceutrf,ti"i.
Cf!mps, pnd th~t nobody .,f the whole GerI!lE'n _,opul~tion hrs the rip.:ht '0 hide
himself 'behind f' pretoanded igor~nce ~lthouf.!11· d stdls m!'y not hf've been k.1JWn t9
m~ny (p.7).

He knew ~lso of killing by the ~housenas ·6£ Russif'n pri~vners ~nd RU5si~n~

workers in the conc entrdion cp~nB (p. 8). He srid thd other importf'nt re­
presentfltives of the Yve"lrm~cht ID11St ~f'VEJ he'd thfl sNJe knowlede;e Fro ut conce:1t-.
re-tion cpmns £'nc1 t.he k11linp ()f prir.oYlers., Be di.d not want to shift the blf'me
flNlr1 res nnsibili-ty ')f thes e f'cil:' f'th l rJ0 Licieel afi cruel f'nd inhumf'll! trer:tment
from the f''':'Illy but he wE'nts only to point out thet pll the hieher-ups in the
flrmy, dSl'ociE'lly Kettpl ~'On ';(),,~? kne'N £t')o:r~. !'1J. thl"ii r-nc1 c,~\1.1d npve ,dryne t'he
spme thine es he d5 d~ ,"lameJl.r try f..O c-bstrtlct tn:;se:::;:,rlci6rs clY.' d flC ti ::ms. (p. 9 )

l'.bout the f<'ll;i ~hpmbers in the concentrption CPl!lpS, the witness ellogedly
gf'im d knowledEe ne€·:t:' the end of ~.+. ~n-C'. wps re vel' sure whether it \l1f'S true or
eXF'ge;erfited f'nd rk:n~TJ;r.3 (,.-,.10). '.rhn 'I"i~.tness clpihled not to hf've seen fny
eoncentrf'tion Cf'mps or sny hrpr-euinBs ·t)Hlrai.~, but nevertheless "I did not
doubt eny of those stories concerning the cf'mns" (p.II). He does not doubt
either the 1ep-pl responsibility of the members of the 1;"ehrmf'cht.

Quoting L~housen: "Anyboriy who knows thrt scmethinr; wrong is being done,
SGes it end does not do pnythinf, to chc"nge it if he hF's rn opportunity to do sp~:

so, is f\ criminfll". These people with op1"ortunitios to prevent these ccts mver
tried it, espeoifllly Keitel end Jod (p.12 p. 13). :;

B! AGGRESSIVE WARS

The witness eonsider thflt the f"ttflck f~f'inst Aust rip WPS (in rct of
~ggroeeion, the F'~nexf'tion WPS cftrried out by force. (0.13).

He st~tes further thpt the pction f1?f1inst Czechoslo7kki£ wes doubtless
fln £lot d'1' '~'ggree,,:iYe' weI' fino f' €Tees thrftt. the srme flnplies r-egf'rding polrpnd.

Only in the 'C~5e of Frfnce is there p difference inrs~uch fiB Frcnce
declrred wrr. (p.15).

An ret of rggressive w~r wrs doubtless tho rction f'g~inst Denmrrk, Norwry,
the Belk~ns, Greoce rnd Russir (p.17 &18).

Before the Polish ~em1t'~.!gb cflme e::-JIDf1n, F.i ,renr6sertt.rtive of S. D., to Cpner::bs
end ~e.e from him identificrtion DElperS, weppons find qquipment such f'S were
c8rried by Polish sc~iers. CrDP-ris grve the order to provide theM~~hhtfuhe

required things. Everybody in the circ:!.Eil of Lrhous en, including Cenrris end
flnQ Pickenbroc k, knew t-het SOlYle incident would be engineered. One dry ~.

communique of the '.'lehmpcht men+'ioned thf't the Polos ht'd strrted hostilities
end seized the brordc~8ting st~tion of C~ttovice.
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Erwin Lehousen, 19 September, 1~45, P.M..

The witnees !!let in the HF'ut:B1lpus en" prison Cf'mn en SS Heuptsturmfud'-vr
by n~me Birkel who wrs ~ £~mous !!lountF'in d imber end took pert in e Ceuce~l~

mountpin expedition in 1926. The If'st. time he herrc of him WM thrt Birke~ is
in ~ prison crmp in ::;;':>en50e-Gmunden(~'Wi:hutesof 22 Sopt. 1945 (p.... 6). Birkel
mentioned to the \atness thot roll the people of SD who directed thet incident
cpttovice ~nd ~11 who executed it (the lrtter were teken from inhrbitents o~
the cone entrf'ti~m cpm _s) were murdered to prevent "pny testimony pbout jt

(p. -:W).
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