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OFFICE OF U._ S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
.FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMIARY

Interrogrtiow of LAHOUSEN, ZRWIN 19 Septermber 1826 P.li. ¥

By: Colonel John. H. ‘men 3
PERSONS *ND ORG'NIZATIONS TLRLICATED AND SUBJICTS: 5%%

1. LAHOUSEN -

®. ‘fggressive wers egeinst ‘'ustrie, Czecheslovekia, Polend, Frence,
Dermerk, Norwey, the Brlkens, Greece, snd Russir (pp.4,13-18).

b. Ceneris (p.4)

c. Concentretion ermns (pp.6,7,10,11)
de Trertment of nrisoners of wer zpwq7,8)
e« -Killing of Russien workers (n.8)

2. HIMMLER, SS, SD
8. Porsecution of Jews (n.4)

b. Reletion with Army (p.5)
c. Engineering of incident in Cettdvice (pn.19-21)

(1) cenrris, Pickenbrock, Birkel

3, GENERAL ST/FF, KEITEL, JODL
e. Knowledge rnd the rcsronsibilities for concentrrtion eemnrs ond

murdering (vr.9,11,12,13)

CRUEL *"ND INHULIAN TREMLENT OF THE FOPULATION OF
POLAND. PARTICUL/KLY THE PERSECUTION OF JEWS. AND
AGGRESSIVE W'R.

A KILLING OF P. W. VIOLATING INTERNATION*L LAY

The witnees questioned, steted emphrtierlly thrt pccording to his own
observetions snd heerings, the rttercks by Germrny were without any doubt
intentionelly eggressive rcts. Crneris hed the srme conviction. The persecution
of Jews in distinction to the treetment of Russim nrisoners of wer by the

army wes hendled by the S.D., Himmler’s people (p.4).

Although S.S. end Himmler's orgenizetions were integreted in the Wehrmecht,
the witness excludes them #s ¢ pert of the ermy (p.5).

Lezhousen end hies c¢ircl e knew eonly in substence sbout the hepnenings in the

concentration camps, nemely:
8. Thet reople were thrown in without legel procedure,

b. Inhumen trestment (v.6)

Regrrding the trertment of nrisoners end nerticulerly Polish prisoners of
wer, thewitness did mot heer ebout eny killings, but ecerteinly of inhumen end

end undignified treetment.
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Erwin Lahousen, 1S September 1945, F.ll.

Lér ousen knew thet Jews were killeu by tho whouseras in concen'brt-tic_&-
cemps, end thet nobody »f the whole Germen sopuletion hes the right ©2> hide
himgelf behind ¢ pretended iporence elthouh deteils mey mot heve been kaown to

meny (p.7).

He knew slso of killing by the thousendscéf Russicrn priscners and Russiens
workers in the concentrstion cerms (p.8). He ssid thet other importent re-
presentatives of the Wehrmecht must heve hed the seme knowledre rlout conceat-
retion cemns end the killing of prinonors. He did not went to shift the bleme
exd' responsibility »f these rcte end neolicied of cruel end inhumen trentment
from the ewmy but he wents only to point out thet ell the higher-ups in the
ermy, especielly Keitel rad Jodk. knew ahowt eld theil encd conld heve done The
seme thing me hs did. asmely try to chstruct tnuse.oiders ard ections. (p.9)

About the gas chembers in the conceniretion crimps, the witness ellegedly
geined knowledge neer the end of it enc wes re ver sure whether it wes true or
exepgereted end rumours (m,10). The witness cleimed not to heve seen rny
concentretion cemps or eny heprenings ‘theren, but nevertheless "I did not
doubt eny of those storiese concerning the cemns" (p,11). He does not doubt
either the legrl responsibility of the members of the 'Wehrmecht,

Quoting Lrhousen: “‘Mnybody who knows thet samething wrong is being done,
seee 1t end does not do enything to chenge it if he hes en opportunity to do sprw
80, is ¢ criminel". These people with oprortunities to prevemt these rets mever
tried it, especirlly Keitel end Jod (p.12 #» 13). s

B. AGGRESSIVE WARS

The witness ®onsider thet the etteck egeinst Aust rie wes en rct of
eggrosesion, the emnexertion wes cerried out Yy force, (0.13).

He stetes further thet the ection srainst CzechoslerTeki® wes doubtless
en ect di pggressive Wer end epgrees thet. the seme eprlies regerding Polend.

Only im the cese of Frrnce is there r differoence inesmuch ss Frence
declered wer. (p.15).

. An ect of epgressive wer wes doubtless the rction epeinst Denmerk, Norwey,
the Belkene, Greece rnd Russir (p.17 & 18),

Before the Polish gemppiign ceme sumen, g renresertietive of S.D., to Ceneris
end eeked from him identificsetion nepers, weepons emd qguipment such rs were
cerried by Polish scld iers. Crmeris geve the order to provide themwiithtithe
required things. Everybody in the circle) of Lehousen, including Ceneris end
end Pickenbrock, knew thet some incident would be engineered., One dey e
communique of the Wehrmrcht mentioned thet the Peles hed sterted hestilities
and seized the brordecesting stetion of Cettovice.
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Erwin Lehousen, 19 September, 1945, P.l.

The witness met in the lirutheusen -prison cemn en S5 Heuptsturmfush-or
by neme Birkel who wes & frmous mountein d imher end took pert in e Ceucarism
mountein expedition in 1926. The 1lerst time he herrd of him wes thet Birke® is
in » prison crmp in Thensce=Cmunden(yMihutes of 22 Sept. 1945 (p.6). Birkel
mentioned to the vwitness thet ell the peorle of SD who directed thet incident
Cettovice end pll who executed it (the letter were teken from inhebitente of
the concentretion cemns) were murdered to prevent sny testimony ebout it
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