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The following are excerpls from various iantelligence reports pre=
pared in conjunction with the scresaning of the Tambach dosuments:

le guiman trder for the sttacking of : Subparines Before
L the lteclaration Of Jarli.lei.c

carly in April 1541, the dermans reported sighting a4 surfaced
U=bcat of unknewn aationality twenty milcs southwest of Sornholme
The vessel replied to challeugea with a single letter aignal

of no epeelal weoaninge In view of the imminence of the op+s
eration caribuss (declaration of war on hussia = <2 June §9 1)

a duclsion was requested as to the action to be taken againg
guci submarines, patrticularly if they were detarmined to b.w‘\
nussiane The following order signed by Keitel was fssued f.}\
on 15 June 19418 AN

"Fermlcsion to attack submariacs south of Pk i
the line vemel = Jouth tip of Ueland, 1s 4
hereby granted 1 tha approaching boat cannot v
be deflnitely ldentified as LGwedishe Until i\
L=lay, the argusent is to be used that the ?
gubmarine wos theught to ba Pritishe” This

order wac signed, "Chef des Cberkommandos

der hehrmachty Keltel". The original of

thils order is avallable.

11. 2sink at sdsht Lodloy” (Helele/24/T=7/45)

from a report, unsigned, of a meetling hold 30 Decembor 1939
between raeder and the iuehrer, at which Gen.' Cber. Keitel
and Frete Kapte ve iuttkamer were present, the fellowing
decition was mado:

"The procedure in force until now, of general _
intensification without any epecial announce- A
ment, has been succesafule Should a proclamation
of general inlensification of the war be made,
(Lie Fuehrer has approved this) it is desired that
it be pmerely a ygcnoral intimation of intensi-
iication, even of the war at sea, and that it
contaln no comnorete definitions. furthermcre,
it is reguested thet the Naval war staff have
full power to carry out any stepe of intensi-
fication which the general situation and the
preparedness of the means of war allowe The
full consent of the Fuehrer, however, sust ih
avery case be gained beforehande The same
process must be carried out even 1f no pro-
clamation be medee The Fuehrer, then,glves
ais eonsent to:
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"Ae Merchant ships of nations which sell or
charter ships to the British - mainly
Greek ships = may be fired on and sunk -
without warning within the American pro-
hibited area (the area defined by our
Neutrality Aet). This may be dons by
one or more U~boats, according to the
situation, and will possibly be limited
to specific areas.,

"Be In those sections of tha American pro=
hibited area, in which the fiation of
danger of mines can be maintained, l.e.,
the Bristol Channel, all or singly U-boats

may fire on and aink neutral merchant
ships, except those of friendly neutral
countries.

“Ce The Fuehrer is reserving the announcement
of the law in reply to the Order in Council
until the moment of the general intensie
fication of the war; should the offensive
be long delayed, than at such time as such
measures will have to be carried out in
place of an offensive. The good treatment
of fdendly neutrals is to continue.”

From page 8 of the above memorandum, it is interesting to note .
the following from an undated and unsigned note on the intensie
fication of war at sea against Eritain:

"Even 1f we are convincsd that, should the war be of
lm dlil't‘iﬂn' th’ UOSOAO '111 mtel“ itgtoo.oooctit
must be our object to delay this event so long that

~ American help will come too late." :

The "Sink on Sight Poliocy" memorandum contains references to an
operation order of 24 August 1939, "Operation Crder North Gea
Nre 2 for the 3rd and 6th U-boat Flotillas", signed by Ibbeken
(FAU West) of which the following is of interest:

"Be At the outbreak of hostilities with the
Western Powers:

Attacks on warships, destroyers, their escorts,
and submarines will be permitted. lerchant
shifﬁing warfare will be conducted according
to the new draft of the prize regulationss
Ships which may be sunk without warning are:
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"1) Herchant vessels salling in convoy.

Vesecels on which troops and war materials
can be saens ‘ '

"3) Armament on merchant ships does not in
itsslf Jjustify sinking without warmning.
However, all resistance by merchant

vessels is to be broken up by every
MeasuUrecs

“4) Action is to be taken only if the ship

freparea to resist, or if the U-boat
s congidered to be in dangsre”

This memerandum also ocontains an interesting, but not too help=-
ful, excerpt from Doenitz's diary for the period of August 16

to Geptember 15, 1939 Further screening of the full document
mizht be advisables

In reference to the Irize Regulations mentioned above, Admiralty
Intelligence experts huve reviewed them thoroughly and have found
the following excerpt to be the only one of any note:

“The declaration of the VI Agreement of the Hague
Ceonventlion concerning the treatment of enemy merchant
" shipping on the outbreak of war remains intact.

"Hote le The agreemont governs in particular the
treatment of merchant ships which are in enemy ports
en the outbreak of nostilities.

into effpct ip the preosent ware"
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