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Report of Interrogetion: No. 5220, (?';iu 4§ 24 Mey 1945
I’ﬁuh
ok i I1/0: Cept HALIE,

B/W : KESSLER, Ulrich

Rank @ Genrrel der Flieger

Unit ¢ Kempfgeschwader I Hindenburg

Captd @ 15 May 1245, surrendered to Americens st ses,

Verecity: Believed relisbdle,

Report: Informetion Regerding the Beckground of the Improved Aerial
Torpedo:

P/W mentions thet Germany received en improvement on & torpedo
which wes not utilized for 13 yeers. This torpedois &n eerial torpedo.
P/W expleins thet the non-utilizetion wes meinly due to structure and
tacticel employment of the Germen airforce. P/W further stetes thet he
diséovered the plens lying idle et GOTENHAFEN in July 1244, The Jepenese
were looking for & solution es to how to inflict & PORT MRTHUR on the USA
et FEARL, HARBOR. They studied water conditions in Pearl Harbor and ceme
to the conclueion that their present torpedoes would not be effective. The
weter wee too shellow. After long experiments it was found that by attache
ing & fin on the tailpiece they would heve 2 torped which would be effective
in shellow weter., In addition it wes suiteble for use by fest flying air-
eraft end £lso remeined in the weter without jumping under heevy see.

In 1939 the torpedo cerrying eirersft hed been rejected by
GOEZRING 2s not being essentisl. Aster Englend's decleration of wer P/W
went tohigher hesdquarters end esked for torpedo cerrying eireraft
presenting the ergument thet with engegements coming up in the North See
it wes not only & metter of hitting e ship by 2 bomb but 2lso depended
where & ship wes to be hit most effectively. At that time he slso explained
thet they were stillusing 2 model in use since 1927 &t which time only &
weight of 0.6 tons could be ellotted to & torpedo, At present however a
greater weight wes permiessible which would help increesse the renge. P/W howe
ever hestens to 2dd thet they did have a torpedo in 1236, Udet 2nd Milch
however were 2geinst constructing torpede plenes end favored bombers.
JESCHOIIEK used hie prestige with the Reichemarshell with the result
thet when the gquestion finelly reeched Hitler he did not only prohibit the
development on torpedces for eirerzft dbut their menufecture in gensrel.

The initisl successes of the Jepenese prompted GOERING end HITLER to

demand torpedoes which swekened fthe interest in torpedces. The matter wes
however placed into the hends of men who had never seen & torpedo.
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