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WANTON mJSTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

A. Section of Ind-tctment.

The sections of ths Indictment which this br1e~

supports are:

CoUNT 01~ - THE COMMON PLAN OR CONSPIRACY

Paragraph 1

Page 3

and

SUBSECTION IV Go - WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY OOMivfITTED IN THE COURSE
OF EXECUTING THE CONSPIRACY FOR WHIOH
THE CONSPIRATORS ARE RESPONSIBLE

Paragraph 1

Page 10

and

COUNT THREE - WAR CRIMES

$U.BSECT10N E - PLUNDER OF PUBLIC & PRIVATE
PROPERTY

SUbparagraph 8

Page ~9

and.

Subparag~aph 1. p~gc 20

(Dastr~dtio~ of Works of Art)

and

Subparagraph 2, page 21 & 22

and

St~SECTION G - WANTON DESTRUCTION OF CITIES,
TOWNS .AlID VILLAGES AND DEVaSTATION NOT JUSTI
FIED BY MILITARY NEOESSITY

Paragraph 1

Page 23
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B. Legal Ref&renc~s

1. Charter - Article 6 (0):

"Wi3- CRIMES: namely, violations of the laws of
customs of war. Such violatio~s shall include,
but not be lim1. t~cl to, mu,,,der, ill-treatment or
deportation to slave labor or for any other pur
pose of civilian population of or in occupied
territory, murder or ill-treatment of prisoners
of war or persons on the seas, killing of hostages,
plunder of public or private property, wanton des
truction of cities, towns or villages, or devas,ta
Han not justified by mill tary necessity. It

2. Hague Regulations. 1907:

Article 23

"In addition to the prohibi tions provided by
special conventions, it is especially forbidden

****"'**
g. To destroy or seize the enemyts property
unless such destruction or seizure be im-
peratively demanded by the neeeesi ties of war. 11

Article 46

"Family honour and rights, the lives of persons,
and private property, as well as religious con
victions and practice, must be respected.

Priolate property cannot be confiscated."

Article 47

1IPillage is formally forbidden."

Article 56

"The property of municipalities, that of institutions
dedicated to religion, charity and education, the
arta and sciences, even when' State property, shall
be treated as private property.

All seizure of, destruction or wilful damage done
to institutions of this character, historic.monu
ments, works of art and science, is forbidden, and
should be made the subject of legal proceedings."
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On 18 Aug'Us t 1941 the r4i~~1t3.rJ,Commander of Serbia

.An offi~lal note of the USSR, issued by Molotov

'1
Internal h'dl\ol l.n.a.\'m of Head of Naval
War Staff H\;' golS t 1941.

0-124.

"A notorious order issued by Fieldmarshal Von
Re1chenau contained an outright call to commit
acts of vandalism. The German Army was told
that no historic or artistic values in the
East possees any importance." (par 5, p 14)

-3('_

"An order to the 512th Infantry of the 293rd
German Division, 10 December ~941 constitutes
a ccmpendium. taking up aeven sheets of paper,
of the most precise plans for consistent des
truction of village after village in the dis
trict where the said Regiment had been sta
tioned from 10 December to 14 December,
inclusive." (par. 4, l' 5)

On 29 September 1941 atop-secret Naval War Staff mem-

fl. 1'01101ee and Orders

orandum indicated the Fuehrer'8 attitude ,reiarding the con

tinued eXistence of the ci ty o·~ St. Petersburg.

"'The Fuehrer has J"cided to haye st.
Petersburg w~.ped tmn' tha face of the
earth. The furtn.Jt" ('1ftonce of this
large town is of Ie.)! i ~er;;st once Soviet
Russia is overthrl·v.l~.

2144:~S. Typed copy ~t· lotter from Gen.
Danckelmann. V.il1~ary Commander
of Serbia ta :~.j.r>pert, Propaganda
Leader, 18 AUtcust 194L

wanton destruction:

"An order issued on Oct$l>e\· 10, 1941 to the
plxth German Army reads in Part: The army
1s only interested in p~t·J:.ng out fires in
such bUildings as are to pu used for housing
A.rmy units ° All else . • ~. . .including
buildings must be destro~·e(.• tl (par 2, 1'4)

IIToward the end of 1941 and early in 1942
the German Command issuei ~ series of orders
directing that German Ar~r Jnits which are
compelled to retreat Un~'~ressure from
the Red Army are to des~y everything
that might still have been left undes
troyed during the occupation.~ (par 3, p 5)

contains the foilow1ng references t~. a.e German policy of

issued instructions to the Propag8.\ck trader at Belgrade to

announce through the press, radi), ~\l~- means of posters
I

that every community in which tra~€ .re. acts of violence

against the Wehrmacht or in whi~h~fll,,)r,age'.'8ccurs·will be

burned to the gro~d.



The General Commissioner in Luzk issued the following

2. Preventive and Reprisal Measures Against Partisans.

Kiz.onia
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1574-PS, supra

25 October 1941

29Q-PS. Oopy of letter from Commissioner for
Rowno to Ministry for Eastern affairs,
23 October 1943.

The MOLOTOV note also quotes an order signed by

,

1'Each point occupied by us must be turned into
a point of defense; it's surrender must not
be al1~wed in any circumstance, not even though
it should be outf~anke-d by the enemy. If, how
ever, a given point must be evacuated under order
from superior authorities, everything must be
burned to the ~round and ovens blown up."
L-lf4, supra, (p 8, par 1)

The destruction of villages was Garried out as reprisal

"Hemes of people refusing to report for work
are to be burned down, 'their relatives to be
seized as hostages and brought into forced
labor camps."

,.
1-164. Official note of~npeoples 'C~mm1Bsar

of Foreign Affairs Molotov" in form of an
Information Bulletin 27 April 1944

German military Reports of the Day chronicle the des-

truction of seven Greek villages for Partisan activi~ as follows:

17 October 1941 Ano Kerz HUon

17 October 1941 Kato KerzHlion

23 October 1941 Mesovunas

23 October 1941 Sel11

25 October 1941 Ame1opito

25 October 1941 Kl1ston

Ozechoslovak report on German Orimes against Ozechos1ovakia,

September 1945); and Norway (1800-PS. Official Norwegian

Report on Germany's Crimes against Norway, 1 October 1946.)

order on 21 September 1942:

against Partisan activities in Greece (1574-PS. Copy of three

Adolf HITLER dated 3 January 1942:

"Reports of the Day1l addressed to Army High Oi:1mmand, Athens,

17 October 1941, 23 October 1941 and 25 October 1941); Poland

(L-163. Copy of order of S8 and Police Oommander for Dialy

stock, Poland 2 May 1943.); Czechoslovakia, (998-PS. Official
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,. .'
O~ 2 May 1943 the 55 and Pol~ce Commander for the

ftA,t the same time, 7:00 in the morning, the
first bUilding, belonging to Hlim, on the
road to HOitoun, was set on fire and after
that one house after another was burned to
the ground by the Gestapo. They brought
two barrels of petrol and in front of eaoh
house poured out a pa11full to light the fires."

With reference to tho destruction of Lidiee the report

'0t1 12 ~. (1942) GtI'Un ploneer. tt"e4 11lw
the vall. of the oen\urle. Gld Ohuren of S'.
Mut1.n. esploe1ye ebarges. Sgt. Jan St~ed

who aoted &s L1a1aon Offioer once more ealled
the ~etapo from lladno to watch the oomple.e
deatruct10n of the anoient ohurch. J. .few
months later fields' oovered the ground where
1.4-d1ce bad • tood ." . (a:ra -p§. supra., p 109)

•••

The offioial report of the Czech Government furnishes

village of Laski on 4 May 1943. The order provides for the

near Margo11f; that the v1llage of Margolif was burned down

in the Pr1pet Marshes; that a German Brigade destroyed a village

prieal measures to be taken against the inhabitants of the

that the "Friekorps Rodinoff" extermine.ted an entire village

Bach-Zelewski, an 5S Commander in POland, has testified

exeoution of the 220 inhabitants of the village and states

as follows:-

"After the execution has been carried out and
cattle and property have been cRptured and
1npounded by the Commissioner concerned the
vElage will be destroyed totally by fire."
(1-163, supra)

Distr~ct of ]ialystook, Poland issued a secret order for re-

the details of the destruction of Lidiee and :Le~~ as reprisal
f

measures for alleged anti-German aotivi~ and as a preven-

tative against further resistance in Czechoslovakia. (998-PS supra)

~'h1*' order and that two Villages near Polatsh were burned

states as follows:

26 October 1945 - P.M.)

dOl{U by Latvian soldiers under German orders. All of these

actions were taken as reprisals against partisan activi;les

in the area. (Interrogation of Erick Von Bach-Zelewski,



as follows:

1IAn official report of 24 June 1942 pub
lished in the newspe.per "Der. Neue Tag It

on 25 June 1942 (Annex 21), conta.ins the
information that Lezaky, a hamlet on the
Bohemia-Moravian Plateau consisting of'
nine cottages, was ..raz.ed to the ground and
the adult population s~~arily shot. The
report continues that the population of
Lezaky sheltered Czech Parachutists who
took a prominent part in the preparation
in the attempt on Heydrich and tried to
prevent the parachutists from falling
into the hands of the Police." (998-.PS,
supra, p 113)

The Czech report continues with the statement that

Lezaky was, like Lidiee, completely destroyed and the ground

where it stood covered with mUd. The report states that the

news of the execution of the inhabitants was officially re-

ported four days earlier than it actually took place, the.t the

reasons given for the executions and the destruction of the

hamlet are untrue and that a short time afterward mention was

made only of the discovery of an illegal transmitter.

On 7 May 1942 Terboven, Reichscommissar for Occupied

Norway, 'described the burning of a village on an island to the

west of Bergen, Norway. In a letter to GOERING he states that

the entire village was burned down for haVing given shelter

to a sabotage troop.

~~l~~. Copy of letter, Terboven to Goering, May 1942.

Details of the destruction in Norway are given in the

official Norwegian report on "Germany's Crimes Against Norway.1I

(1800-PS t supra) All of the destruction referred to in the

report was carried out by way of reprisal for anti-German

activities. The report lists the following towns destroyed~

flO n 25 April 1940, Ulavik-Hardanger was reduced
to ruins, as a reprisal measure, as the
Germans claimed that civilians there had fired
on German troops. Damage was done to more
than 400 bUildings and chattels amounting t~

a total of 2.3 million kroner." (ISOO-PS,
supra, p 17)

"After the raid on Lofoten on the 4th March 1941,
the Germans ordered all houses belonging to Nor
wegians, or relatives of Norwegians, who had
voluntarily accompanied the Allied troops to England,
or people who had assisted such Norwegians to be
completely burned. Pursuant to this order 10 houses
were burned while the inhabitants were forces to look
on.The damage to taIled, mo re than t a million kroner."
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"A s1mt~ar burning took place at Reine in
Lofo\en on the 6th Januar,y 1942, causing
dl:lmage: amounting to one-quarter million
)rroner. 1I

ItTo r£venge the death of the two German police
men w~o'weTe sl~t ~n the 26th April 1942, at
'l'ele·tra.:l{;, the entire p\ace wa.s laid waste.
More than 9i) prope':'tj e3 wi '.h ;':3'1 b".~ndings

were total.:~.y deo'~:r::>yed, causing dame.ge to
"buildii:1ge and cl'lat·liels (f~ni ture and fishing
outfits) amounting to a total of 4.2 million
kroner. 1t

~"On many occasions the Germans burned cottages
and summer farms in various distr\cts, because
they insisted that saboteurs and tfbandits'; he.d
lodged thare; as, for example at He..rdangervidda
in the· spring of 1943, Ostra Sl1dre in 'l;he
summer ~f 1944, Furnes and Vang in January 1945.
The damage amounted to several hundred thousand
kroner. At Eggedal in April 1945, the Germans
burned cottabes as a revenge for the defeat
they had suffered fighting Norwegian Home Front
Forces (damage of a1bout 150,(000 kroner) and
at Masfjorden in May 1945, farms and summer
farms were burned for the s~e rea~on (dam~ge
about 350,000 kroner. lI (lS')0-PS, supra, p 26)

3. Enforcement of Labor Procurement Drive

In the course of the drive to recruit forced labor in

the Eastern Territories, the homes of the people refusing to

report for work were burned down. (29Q-PS, supra; (254-PS.

Copy of letter to ROSENEERG, dated 7 June 1944). A number of

homes were burned down during the labor procurement drive in

Eiloserka, by order of Government Counsellor Mueller. Mueller's

action was condoned on the basis of the statemp,nt of the

General Commissioner in Luzk the..t the homes of people refusing

to report to work were to be burned down. (29Q=PS, supra)

In a communication to the Reichsminister for the

Occupied Eastern Territories (ROSENBERG), a number of similar

instances wer~ reported. After recounting the resistance of

members of two families to the labor recruitment the report states

as follows:

"That time I decided to take measures to show
the increasingly rebellious Ukran1an Youth that
~ur orders have to be followed. I ordered the
burning down of the houses of the fugitives."
(254-PS, supra.)

The report reoounts ·additional instancee ~f resistance

to recrui tment and states::

-3~



"'.'"-35-

llAfter a while a transport of people, obliged
to work, overran the Police in the railroad
station in Wassilkow and escaped. I saw again
the necessity for strict measures. A few ring
leaders escaped before they were found • . • •
• • After repeated attempts to get ahold of
them their houses were burned down." (254-PS,
supra)

This me8ns that no shelter or means of exis
tence of any kind can be left to the Bolshevik
enemy in the fighting zone. All such instal
lations as housing accommodation, transport
facilitie~ and food stocks must be destroyed
or removed.

"To the Population

This evacuation necessitates the removal of
the civilian population, as the enemy has
proved that, in those territories occupied
by him. he ruthlessly ~nd brutally forces
the civilia~ population to give nim active
assistance in achieving his aims.

III was entitled to use such measures by the
secret labor - directive for labor commit
ment staff in the district of Kiev. They,
therefore, don't display by any means, any
individual actions.

The e~acuation of a part of North Norway
has been rendered a military necessity as
a result of the treachery of a Finnish
Government clique.,

The delivery of 31,000 workers to the Reich
1s definitely important to the war effort.
Stern measures are definite~ justified in
order to prevent a failure of this action.

My actions Rgainst fugitive people obliged
to work (Arbeitseinsatz-pflichtige), were
alwRys reported to district commissioner Dohrer,
in office in Wassilkow,Rnd to the general
commissioner (Gencralkommissar) in Kiev. Both
of them kno,'o' the circums tances and a.greed with
my measures, because of their suecess. ll (254-PS,
supra)

The Norwegian report quotes the following proclamation

In Norway an evacuation of the population from certain

The report concludes with a justification of the

l800-PS, supra; 75~PS. Copy of Telegram from Jodl to
Military Authorities, 26 October
1944.

4. ~Defensivell l-1easures

tories and the Comm~der-in-Chlefof the 20th Army.

areas and the destruction of all bUildings was ordered as an

issued by the Reichscommissar for the Occupied Norwegian Terrl-

alleged defensive measure.

measures taken:

j:
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(signed) Rendu11c.
Colonel-General
Cu:i1l!1a:'der-in-ehi ef
20th AI'my.1I

1800-PS, supra,p 62.

(signed) Terboven.
Reichskommissar for the
G'c.~upiad Norwegian Terri
tories.

The Wuae~ at C~aoow was burned down in lebruary 1943

"As a result of the advance of the Russian
troops and the retreat of the German Army
in Finnmark, October - November 1944, the
Germ2ns prf'l,ctised the "scorched ea:-th"
policy for the firs t time in Norway. Ord~s

were issued that the civilian population was
to evacuatp 2nd that all houses, transport
and stores were to be destroyed. As a result
of this about 30,000 houses were d~.5ed, apart
from 12.000 items of de~age to ·chattels. amounting
to a total of about 176 million kro~r."

(1800-PS, supra, p 17)
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MSim~lar etatemeBts appear in all ~~f1denti~~

conversations whi~h I h£d during the mon~hs of
September p..nd Outobc. (j $42/ in Wh'~ te Rnr,henia"
Ukr~,ne a.nd in the {jC::IIlC'~ wt'~h t~e V1U:~Ot:.S

repr.t::senbe:i;:LV'Os of 1i~4e n.3,tive:p"6:lJ:llatlon."
{303-PS, supra)

, . "':-~4

~Our attItude toward cultural and ~cientific
ins tl tut.es has CRUS ed the mo s t bi t ter dis ap:--
po~ntment in intellectual cir(ies. I ~cinted

out in my report about D:ljep~·opeJ..":"owe.k that
\A~ professors of the Noun~ain A~~uamy there
~~sed joyful11 ~he c~~lections which had
'been stored. and hidden lJy the retl'ee.ting
~l~h87ists, after the enter~ng of the
.GQr~ ~.£1I.Ps • 'I.'~~ ..a0tJ..4oct~
~~ Hen G.G&~ to .. larg.e ~~ by
.our Police for no 'OM1o'tts ~ason.I'

\,yho I ~~~ il~t, dom'Oly.. m'th these tineq'\1ivo8~
tis~~ctions exposes himself and his family to

pOi~ibie death in the artie winter witho~t
house or food.'

707-PS. Original correspondonce between sr Lt. Colonel
and a Vienna official, ~ugust 1943 to February
1944.

Two instances of the destruction of cultural instit~

The Official Norwegian Report de6eri~es this action

5. Destruction of Cultural Properties

~u Occupied ~ssla. Professor Thom&On of the University of

due ~ tha fault of the Waffen 55.

tions in the Occupied Euss1anaerritoriee are furnished in

~~ la4~ to February ~~44.) Reporting on the situation

Poo~epts ~"'3-PS. (Original »PoU tj.cal Report of Prof. Thomion ll
,

~ge~~ U~verslt7. dated ~9 October 1942); and~. (Original

as follows:

CBr~e~o~~ene~ b~tw~en SS Lt. Colonel and a Viinna official,

";'·1'"
.', .
,,'
t.
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, "

That the policy of engendering distesp'ect: for the

cultural values of the Eastern Territories bore frui~ is indica-

ted in Document l09~-·PS. (Original letter from General Commissar

or White Ruthenia Rosenberg dated 29 September 1941.) The

following indiscriminate destruction is noted:

~According to the repor~ made by a Major
of "':he 70?t.h Divisi.on \olho today handed the
remaining treasures over to me, the S8 has
left the rest of the paintings and works of
art to the Wehrmacht for further pillaging,
including very valUable paintings and fur
niture from the 18th and 19th centuries, vases,
marble objects, clocks, etc ."

I request that the national socialist painter,
Willi Springer, Berlin SW 29, Hasenheide 94,
be sent here to restore those paintings which
were in pE'l.rt thoughtlessly damaged lz,y knife
slashes, so that under his supervisIon whatever
still can be s~lvaged, should be salvaged. Un
fortunately, many valuable vases, china, cup
boards, 'and period furni ture from the 18th
and 19th centuries were also badly damaged or
destroy~d. Altogether it is a question of
irreplaceable valuables worth millions of
marks.

Tha prehistoric museum also is in a completely
devastated state. Valuable precious and semi
precious stones were stolen from the geological
section. At the university, instruments worth
hundreds of thousands of marks were thought
lessly destroyed or stolen." (1099-PS, supra)

D. Argument and 'onclusion

The repeated occurrence in widely scattered localities

of similar acts of wantonness leads to the inescapable inference

that destruction was an accepted instrument of coercion and

terrorism, to be app~ied whenever deemed expedient by the local

commanders. The numerous orders emanating from virtually all

levels of command from the Fuehrer down to Division, and executed

in such widely scattered localities as Norw~, Greece, White

Ruthenia and Czechoslovakia, demonstrate that the destruction was

not carried out pursuant to the spontaneous whims of unscrupulous

commanders. On the contrary, the instrument of destruction was

used as a terror weapon against ciVilians, as an implementation

to the program of weakening Germany's neighbors so as to leave them

destitute in the event of a German defeat, and as an expression

of a deliberately cultivated contempt for so-called "Non Aryan"

cultures. It was used to stamp out resistance to the labor
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to Germany despite her defeat.

- ,
who resisted,

The expressed policies of the German State and its

As the Germans retreated from conquered areas. they

eludes any defense of "Military Necessity.tI The acts of wanton-

offici8.ls-~cgetherwith the widespread wp.nton destruction, pre-

ness followed a calculated distortion of the rights of others

the conclusion of hostilities the neighbors would be inferior

and w~s an open expression of in~orality by the very acts done.

embarked upon a program of tlscorched earth" and by this progre.~

sought to weaken the economys of neighboring states so that at

proeuremen~ pr~gr~ and the
I '/ ~ ,\ ~,.

f • ~.

homes and vil~ag~s'of those


