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WANTON DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

| A, Section of Indictment.

_ The sections of the Indictment which this brief
| supports are:

COUNT ONE -~ THE COMMON PLAN OR CONSPIRACY
Paragraph 1

Page 3
and

SUBSECTION IV G - WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY COMMITTED IN THE COURSE
OF EXECUTING THE CONSPIRACY FOR WHEICH
THE CONSPIRATORS ARE RESFONSIBLE

Paragraph 1
Page 10

and

UNT THREE - WAR CRIMES

SUBSECTION E -~ PLUNDER OF PUBLIC & PRIVATE
PROPERTY

Subparagraph 8
Page 10
and
Subparagraph 1, page 20
‘ ' (Destruction of Works of Art)
| and
Subparagraph 2, page 21 & 22
~ and

SUBSECTION G - WANTON DESTRUCTION OF CITIES,
TOWNS AND VILLAGES AND DEVASTATION NOT JUSTI-
FIED BY MILITARY NECESSITY

Paragraph 1

Page 23
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B. _legzal Rafgrences

1.

Cherter - Article 6 (b):

"W:2 CRIMES: namely, viclations of the laws of
customs of war. Such violatioans shall include,
but nct be limited %o, murder, ill-treatment or
desportation to slave lavor or for any other pur-
pose of civiliaun populatioen of or in occupled 5
territory, murder or ill-treatment of prisoners iy
of war or persons on the seas, killing of hostages, i
tlunder of public or private property, wanton des- i
truction of citiee, towns or villages, or devasta-
tion not justified by military necessity."

Hague Regulations, 1907:
Article 23

"In addition to the prohibitions provided by
speclal conventions, it is especially forbidden !

K ol e ok ook oK

g. To destroy or seize the enemy's property
unless such destruction or seizure be im-
peratively demanded by the necessities of war."

Article 46

"Family honour and rights, the lives of persons,
and private property, as well as religious con-
victions and practice, must be respected.

Priuate preperty cannot be confiscated."
Article 47

"Pillage is formally forbidden."
Article 56

"The property of municipalities, that of institutions
dedicated to religion, charity and education, the
arts and sciences, even when State property, shall
be treated as private property.

All seizure of, destruction or wilful damage done
to institutions of this character, historic monu-
ments, works of art and science, is forbidden, and
should be made the sudbject of legal proceedings."
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Policies ﬁnd Orders

On 29 September 1941 a top-secret Naval War Staff mem~
orandum indicated the Fuehrer's attitude regarding the con-

tinued existence of the city ¢! St. Petersburg.

"The Fuchrer has !aciled to have St.
Petersburg wiped tmwmr tha face of the
earth, The furthopy ¢ irtonce of thls
large town is of 1.3 i %er~st once Soviet
Russia is overthrova,

0-124, 1Internal }--.-n'm: sndirm of Head of Navel
War Staff 18 A gt 1941.

On 18 August 1941 the Mil.itar, Commander of Serbia
issued instructions to the Propagé 4d:. Leader at Belgrade to
announce through the press, radis, mtﬂ" means of posters
that every eommunity in which tlfazl_e 8re acts of violence

against the Wehrmacht or in which wedacage gecurs will de

burned to the grouad.

2144-PS. Typed copy of loetter from Gen.
Danckelmarn, Vilisary Commander

of Serbia to Lipperi, Propaganda
Leader, 18 Awgust 19<i.

An coffiéial note of the USSR, issued by Molotov

contains the following references te@ t¥e German policy of

wanton destruciion:

"An order issued on Octebey 10, 1941 to the
Sixth German Army reads in Part: The army
1s only interested in pytv . ng out fires in
such buildings as are to bu used for housing
Army units. All else . . . . .including
buildings must be destroyes." (par 2, p4)

"Toward the end of 1941 amd carly in 1942
the German Command issued @ series of orders
directing that German Army Jnits which are
conpelled to retreat undag »ressure from
the Red Army are to destwoy everything

that might still have been left undes-
troyed during the occupation." (par 3, p 5)

"An order to the 512th Infantry of the 293rd
German Division, 10 December 1941 constitutes
a ccempendium, teking up seven sheets of paper,
of the most precise plans for conslstent des—
truction of village after village in the dis-
trict where the sald Regiment had been sta-
tioned from 10 December to 14 December,

inclusive." (par. 4, p 5)

"A notorious order issued by Fiecldmarshal Von
Reichenau contained an outright call to commit
acts of vandalism. The German Army was told
that no historic or artistic values in the
Bast possess any importance." (par 5, p 14)
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1-164. Official note of "Peoples L
of Forelgn Affairs Moletov" in form of an
Informetion Bulletin 27 April 1944

The MOLOTOV note also quotes an order signed dy

Adolf HITLER dated 3 January 1642:
"Bach point occupled by us must be turned into
a point of defense; it's surrender must not
Ye allnwed in any circumstence, not even though
it should be outflanked by the enemy. If, how-
ever, a given point must be evacuated under order
from superior authorities, everything must be
burned to the ground and ovens blown up."
L-154, supra, ?p 8, par 1)
The General Commissioner in Luzk issued the following
crder on 21 September 1942:
"Hemes of people refusing to report for werk

are %o be burned down, theilr relatives to be
selzed as hostages and brought into forced

labvor camps."
230~PS. Copy of letter from Commissioner for
Rowno to Ministry for Eastern affairs,
23 October 1943,
2. Preventive and Reprisal Measures Against Partisans.
The destruction of villages was carried out as reprisal
against Partisan activities in Greece (1574-PS. Copy of three
"Reports of the Day" addressed to Army High Ctmmand, Athens,
17 October 1941, 23 October 1941 and 25 October 1941); Poland
(1-163. Copy of order of SS and Police Commander for Bialy-
stock, Poland 2 May 1943.): Czechoslovakia, (998-PS. Official
Czechoslovak report on German Crimes against Czechoslovakia,
September 1945); and Norway (1800-PS. Officlal Norwegian
Report on Germany's Crimes against Norway, 1 October 1948.)
German military Reporte of the Day chronicle the des-

truction of seven Greek villages for Partisan activipy as follows:

17 October 1941 Ano Kerzillion
17 October 1941 Kato Kerzillicn
23 October 1941 Mesovunas

23 October 1941 Selll

25 October 1941 Amelopito

25 October 1941 Kliston

25 October 1941 Kizonia

1574-PS, supra

e

O R e

(7
y
A}

Al
'!'\_ :
tg' 5
'...

]
£

¥
9

-
e

e

Wi, ¥
- f \-}, a

s ey



o

&

TR T IOE
e o

e £ ff“'

T ek
{
>

e

—r =¥
T gk

i '__;;';

IryEna

:{;‘

'Ie:b.

AR
P e 2

%

i RO T ,f;--:.'-q-'-_ i y R :
b On éﬁﬁéﬁilgié fﬁs SS end Police‘Commander for the
District of ﬁialyatock, Poland issued a secret ordef for re-~
prisal measures to be taken against the inhabitants of the
village of Laski on 4 May 1943, The order provides for the
execution of the 220 inhabitants of the village end states

as follows:?

"After the execution has been carried out and
cattle and property have been captured and
inpounded by the Commissioner concerned the
viliege will be destroyed totally by fire."
(1-163, supra)

Bach-Zelewskl, an SS Commander in Poland, has testified

that the "Friekorps Rodinoff" exterminated an entire village

in the Pripet Marshes; that a German Brigade destroyed a village
near Margolif; that the village of Margolif was dburnsd down
hrﬁhit:ordar and that two villages near Polatsh were burned
dﬁnﬁ b& L;t;iiéuéoldiera under German orders. 4ll of these
actions were taken as reprisals against partisan activipies

in the area. (Intefrogation of Erick Von Bach-Zelewski,

26 October 1945 - P.M.)

The official report of the Czech Government furnishes
the details of the destruction of Lidice aydiLezakur as reprisal
measures for alleged anti-German activify and as a preven-
tative against further resistance in Czechoslovakia. (998-PS supra)

With reference to the destruction of Lidice the report
states as follows:

%At the same time, 7:00 in the morning, the
first bullding, belonging to Hlim, on the
road to Hostoun, was set on fire and after
that one house after another was burned to
the ground by the Gestapo. They brought

two barrels of petrol and in front of each
house poured out a pailfull te light the fires."

"on 12 June (1943) German pioneers fitted {nw
the walls of the oenturies old Chureh of S4,
Martin, explosive eharges. Sgt. Jan Stryed
who acted as Liaison Officer once more salled
the Gestapo from Kladno to watch the complese
destruction of the ancient church. A few
months later fields ocovered the ground where
Lidice had stood." (R8e -PS, supra, p 109)
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as follcws:

"An official report of 24 June 1942 pub-
lished in the newspeper "Der Neue Tag"

on 25 June 1942 (Annex 21), conteins the
infermation that Lezaky, a hamlst on the
Bohemie-Moravian Plateau consisting of -
nine cotteges, was razed to the ground and
the adult population summarily shot. The
report continues that the population of
Lezaky sheltered Czech Parachutists who
took a prominent part in the preparation
in the attempt on Heydrich and tried to
prevent the parachutists from falling
into the hends of the Police." (998-PS,
supra, p 113)

The Czech report continues with the statement that

Lezaky was, like Lidice, completely destroyed and the ground I;;“
where it stood covered with mud. The report states that the =
news of the execution of the inhabitants was officially re- 4
ported four deys carlier than it actually took place, thet the -
reasons glven for the executions and the destruction of the

hamlet are untrue and that a short time afterward mention was

made only of the discovery of an 1llegal transmitter.

On 7 May 1942 Terboven, Reichscommissar for Occupied

Norway, described the burning of a village on an island to the A

west of Bergen, Norwey. In a letter to GOERING he states that f?;f
the entire village was burned down for having given shelter ff?*
. -" .’LII;

to a sabotage troop. o
L E

R-134. Copy of letter, Terboven to Goering, May 1942. ;Hfﬂ

Details of the destruction in Norway are given in the “t;

official Norwegian report on "Germany's Crimes Against Norway." %&
(1800-PS, supra) All of the destruction referred to in the féf
report was carried out dy way of reprisal for anti-German t%i
activities. The report lists the following towns destroyed: ;?
"On 25 4pril 1940, Ulavik-Hardanger was reduced IR

to ruins, as a reprisal measure, as the =

Germans claimed that civilians there had fired i

on German troops. Damage was done to more 2

than 400 buildings and chattels amounting to B/

a total of 2.3 million kroner." (18Q0-PS,
supra, p 17)

"After the raid on Lofoten on the 4th March 1941,

the Germans ordered a1l houses belonging to Nor-
weglans, or reletives of Norwegians, who had
voluntarily accompanied the Allied troops to England,
or people who had assisted such Norwegians to be
completely dburned, Pursuant to this order 10 houses
were burned while the inhabitants were forces to look
on.The damage totalled, more than % a million kroner."

~33~
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"A similar burning tock place at Reine in
Lofoten on the 6th Januery 1942, causing

demage amounting to one-guarter million
kroner."

"To avenge the death of the two German police-
men who were shiot on the 208th April 1942, at
Televaxg, the eatire pilace was laid waste.
More than 90 properties wivh 334 budldings
were totally desurayed, causing damage to
buildinge and chatiels (furniture and fishing

outfits) amounting to a total of 4.2 million
kroner "

NOn many occasions the Germans burned cottages
and summer farms in various districts, because
they insisted that saboteurs and "bandits" hed
lodged there; as, for example at Herdengervidda
in the spring of 1943, Ostre Slidre in the
summer »f 1944, Furnes and Vang in January 1945.
The demage amounted to several hundred thousand
kroner. At Eggedal in April 1945, the Germans
burned cottages as a revenge for the defoat
they had suffered fighting Norwegian Home Front
Forces (damage of about 150,000 kroner) and

at Masfjorden in May 1945, farms and summer
farms were burned for the same rearon (damage
about 350,000 kromer." (180c-PS, supra, p 26)

3. Enforcement of Labor Procurement Drive

In the course of the drive to recruit forced labor in
the EBastern Territories, the homeg of the people refusing to
report for work were dburned down. 90-PS, supra; (254-PS.
Copy of letter to ROSENBERG, dated 7 June 1944). A number of
homes were burned down during the labor procurement drive in
Biloserka, by order of Government Counsellor Mueller. Mueller's
action was condoned on the basis of the statement of the
General Commissioner in Luzk thet the homes of people refusing
to report to work were to be burned down. (29C-PS, supra)

' In a communication to the Reicheminister for the
Occupied Bastern Territories (ROSENBERG), a number of similer
instances were reported. After recounting the resistance of
members of two families to the labor recruitmentlthe report states

as follows:

"That time I decided to take measures to show
the increasingly rebellious Ukranian Youth that
cur crders have to be followed. I ordered the
burning down of the houses of the fugitives."
(254-PS, supra)

The report recounts additional instances of resistance

to recruitment and states:

whi
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"after a while a transport of people, obliged
to work, overran the Police in the railroad
station in Wessilkow and escaped. I saw agaln
the necessity for strict measures. A few ring
leaders escaped before they werc found . . . .
. . After repeated attempts to get ahold of
them their houses were burned down." (254-PS,
supra)

The report concludes with a Jjustification of the

R P8 WL SR T M | &

measures taken: k-

"I was entitled to use such measures by the
secret labor - directive for labor commit-

ment staff in the district of Kiev. They,

therefore, don't display by any means, any

individual actions.

¢ -,f._;'. Lk

The delivery of 31,000 workers to the Reich
is definitely important to the war effort.
Stern measures are definitely Justified in
order %o prevent a fallure of this action.

My actlions ageinst fugitive people obliged 3
to work (Arbeitseinsatz-pflichtige), were 8
2lweys reported to district commissioner Dohrer, R
in office in Wassilkow, and to the general -
commissioner (Gencralkommissar) in Kiev. Both |
of them know the circumstences and agreed with .
my measures, beceause of their success." (254-PS, L

supra) 3
4., "Defensive" Measures
In Norway an evacuation of the population from certain 'ﬁ

areas and the destruction of all buildings was ordered as 2n

alleged defensive measure,

1800-PS, supra; 754-PS. Copy of Telegram from Jodl to _
Military Authorities, 26 October s
1944. S
The Norweglan report quotes the following proclamation A
1ssued by the Reichscommissar for the Occupied Norweglan Terri-
tories and the Commander-in-Chief of the 20th Army.
"To the Population

The evacuation of a part of North Norway
has been rendered e military necessity as &
a result of the treachery of a Finnish
Government clique.

This evacuztion necessitatcs the removal of
the civilian population, as the enemy has . .
proved that, in those territories occupied b
by him, he ruthlessly and brutally forces -
the civilian vopulation to zive him active 8-
assistance in achieving his aims.

This means that no shelter or mesns of exis-
tence of any kind can be left to the Bolshevik i

enemy in the fighting zone. All such instal-

lations as housing accommodation, transport -
facilities and food stocks must be destroyed B
or removed, o

0ok ok
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ho't__zae or food.

t'-

(signed) Terboven.
Relchskommissar for the
Occupied Norwegien Terri- Cummender—in-chief
20th army."

) € -~-mnly with thasa ﬂn--J ;Juﬁiﬁl' g
ctions exposes himself end his family to '
ble death in the artic winter without

(signed) Rendulic.
Colonel-General

policy for the first time in Norway. Orders
were issued that the civilian population wes

%g. tories.
e 1800-PS, suprap 62.
b
e &
‘& The Qfficial Norwegian Report déserines this action
. as follows:
"As a result of the advance of the Russian
troops and the retreat of the German Army
in Finnmark, Ociober - November 1944, the
Germens practised the "scorched earth'
£ to evacuate a2nd that all houses, transport
and stores were to be destroyed.
to a total of about 176 million kromsr,"
8CC-PS, supra, p 17)
> 5. Destruction of Cultural Properties
f{ Two instances of the destruction of cultural institu-
%f tions in the Occupied Russian Qerritoriee ere furnished in
[ Documents 3A3-PS. (Original "Politjcal Report of Prof. Thomeon",
e 2 Posen University, dated 19 October 1942); apd 7Q7-PS. (Original
ity correspondence hetween SS Lt. Colonel and a Vienna officilal,
August 1943 to Februayry 194<¢.) Reporting on the situation
in Occupied Ruseiz, Professor Thomson of the University of
h Posefiuzado.the followinz copment.,.u4:
2
i
o
f;‘zlf,' pointment in intellectual circies.
7
-% oxposed joyfully she collections which had
) Reen stored and hidden by the retreeting

‘af ' Garzen Sooeps .
e % Sieve Boen (oetroged to B larze axtent by
our Police for no obviows rezason."

1944,

-36-

As a result

of this about 30,000 houses were damezed, apert
from 12,000 items of deamage to chattels, amounting

o

0ur attitude towerd cultural end scientific
institutes has caused the most bltter disap—-
I pcinted
out in my report about Dajeprope*vowek that
the professors of the Nouncaln asuusmy there

i Bolshevists, after the entering of the

Thoss valuedbls- .codlleocdlons

a
The Museum at Cracow was burned down in February 1343

due to the fault of the Waffen SS.

707-PS. Original correspondcnce between SE Lt.
end a Vienna official, dugust 1943 to February

¥Sinilay statements appear in all senfidential,
conversations whiczh I hed during the months of
September and Outober (1942 in White Enmchenia,
Ukraine and in the Grimcs wilth the various
representatives of che native pépulation.”
{303-PS, supra)

Colonel
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That the policy of engenda;iﬁg &isfégfgéfobr-fﬁé? .

cultural values of the Eastern Territories bore frui% is indica-
ted in Document 1099-PS. (Original letter from General Commissar
or White Ruthenia Rosenberg dated 29 September 1941.) The

following indiscriminate destruction is noted:

"According to the report made by a Major

of *he 707th Division who today handed the
remaining treasures over to me, the SS has
left the rest of the paintings and works of
art to the Wehrmacht for further pillaging,
including very valuable paintings and fur-
niture from the 18th and 19th centuries, vases,
marble obJjects, clocks, etc.”

I request that the national socialist painter,
Willil Springer, Berlin SW 29, Hasenheide 94,

be sent here to restore those paintings which
were in part thoughtlessly damaged by knife
slashes, so that under his supervision whatever
still cen be salvaged, should be salvaged. Un-
fortunately, many valuable vases, china, cup-
boards, and period furniture from the 18th

and 19th centuries were also badly damaged or
destroyud. Altogether it is a question of

irreplaceable valuables worth millions of
marks .

The prehistoric museum also is in a completely
devastated state. Valuable precious and semi-
precicus stones were stolen from the geological
section. At the university, instruments worth
hundreds of thousands of marks were thought—
lessly destroyad or stolen." (1099-PS, supra)

D. Arzument and €onclusion

The repeated occurrence in widely scattered localities
of similar acts of wantonness leads to the inescapable inference
that destruction was an accepted instrument of coercion and
terrorism, to be applied whenever deemed expedient by the local
commanders. The numerous orders emanating from virtually all
levels of command from the Fuehrer down to Division, and executed
in such wldely scettered localities as Norway, Greece, White
Ruthenia and Czechoslovakia, demonstrate that the destruction was

not carried out pursuant to the spontaneous whims of unserupulous

commenders. On the contrary, the instrument of destruction was

used as a terror weapon against elvilians, as en implementation

to the program of weskening Germany's neighbors so as to leave them

destitute in the event of a Germen defeat, and as an expression
of a deliberately cultivated contempt for so-called "Non Aryan'
cultures. It was used to stamp out resistance to the labor

" =37
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qiﬁbﬁég ﬁng'rfiiagps of "those who feéiata&;
4As the Germans retreated from conquered areas, they

embarked upon & program of "scorched earth" and by this progrem

sought to weasken the economys of neighboring states so that at

the conclusion of hostilities the neighbors would be inferior

to Germany despite her defeat.

The expressed policies of the Germ;n State and 1its
officials-%cgether with the widespread wenton destruction, pre-
cludes any defense of "Military Necessity." The acts of wanton-
ness followed & calculated distortion of the rights of others

and wae an open expression of immorality by the very acts dons.
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