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qount One - The Common Plan or Conspir~cy

2. HA.GUE Cmi'VENTION III RELATIVE TO THE OPENING OF HOSTILITIES,
SIGNED 18 OCTOBER 1907

3. KELLOGG-:BRIAED .PACT, SIG}.,1ED AT PARIS 27 AUGUST 19a5

CHARTER OF TEE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL

"Article 6 The Tribunal establisherJ. by' the AgreeMent referre1 to
in Article I hereof for the trial ann.. 'Punishment of the m~_jor .,
WAr criminals of the Europe~n Axis countries shall have the
power to try and ~unish persons who, actin~ in the interests of
the European Axis countries, whether as inn..ividuals or as
members of organizations, committeo. any of the follOWing
cri~es.

SEC T ION 0 F THE I N D I C T MEN T

Article 8. The fact that the Defen~ant a~ted n~uant to or1er of
his Government or .of a sunerior shaU ,not free him from res'Ponsibility',:
but ma~ be considered in mitigation of ~unis~~ent if the TribunRl .

v . "determines thAt justice so requires. .

LEGAL REFERENCES

(Section 3 -

Ppragra~h IV, (F), 7 - Collahoration With Italy ani Japan
and A~~res8ive War Against the
Unite1. St~tee.

liThe following acts, or any of them, are crimes coming
wit~in the jurisdiction of the Trihun~l for which there shall
be individual responsibility:

(a) CRIMES AGAINST PEACEs n~ely, ~lanning, preparation,
initiation or waging of a war of aggression, or a
war in violation of international treaties, agree­
ments or assurances, or partici,Rtion in a common
plan or conspiracy for t~e accomplishment of any
of the foregoing •••

Article 7. The official ~osition of defendants, whether as Heads of
State or responsible officials in Government Denartments, shall
not be consi~ered ~s freeing them from res'Ponsi'hility or mitigating
punishment.

Leaders, organizers, instigators and accomplices·participating
in the formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to
commit any of the foregoing crimes are responsible for all acts
performed by any persons in execution of such plan.



(Section 3 -

ARTICLE 1

ARTICLE 2

Janan recognizes ~n~ resnacts the lea{ership of Germany
~nd Italy in the establishment of a new or~er in Europe.

Germany An~ Italy reco~1ze and resnect the le~~ersh1p

of Ja~n in the establishment of ~ new or~eT in Greater East
lJ._~_

..
"Accordingly, the governments of Germany, Italy and Japan

- have agreed as follows:

(2506-PS • Protocol of Adherence by Italy'
to Anti-Comintcrn Pact, 6 November 1937)
{Transcri~t of Interror.ation of Joachim,­
von RIBBE~TROP, 20 September 1945 A.M.,.
~. 3) J'

On 27 Se~tember 1940, about R yepr aft8r the initiation of war in

Coll~boration with Jpp~n

and War ~ainst U.S.

into an agreement which, on its face, WRS directe~ against the activities

of the Communist International. This ~act, known as the Anti-Comintern

"The governments of Germany, Italy and Japan consider it
as a condition prece~ent of a lasting peace, that each nation
of the world be' given its own proper nlace. They have therefore
decided to stand to~ether and to cooperate with one another
in their efforts in Greater East ASi~ and in the regions of
Europe, '''herein it is their nrime purpose to es'tablish and
maintain a new orier of things calculated to nromote the
mutual pros~erity end welfare of the neonle8 there ••••

On 25 November 1936. the German and the Janenese Governments entered

defend.ant RIBBENTROP, who signed the Pa.ct on behalf of Germany, has

Germany to establish friendly relations with Jp~Rn.

(~508-PS, Gcrman-JAn~neeeAgreement
Agl'tinst the Communis'b Internp.,tional,
25 November 1936)

characterized this agreement as the result of a 1esire on the nArt of

Pact, was subsequently ~.h8re~ to by Italy on 6 November 1937. The

Europe, the German, Italian ~n~ J~nanese Governments signed at Berlin a

ten-year military-economic alliance. Pleiging the three nl'ttions to support

This far reaching agreement stated, inter alia:

-Italy as full military partners in the I'tccomplishment of this objective.

..~. .

;..:

I, of, and cooner~.tion with each other in the establishment of a. "new order tl in

Europe and East ASia, the Tripartite Pact established Germany, Janan and

",

"

,.,
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POINT II

side of the world.

Sta.tes.

"

(Sectio~ 3 ~ STEYER)

ARTICLE 3

. 1. It must be the aim of the collaboration baseo. on
th.e Three Power Pact to ind.uce Ja"Pan as soon as 'Oossi'o1.e to
take active mea~es in the Far East. Strong British forces
will th.ereby be tied down, and the center of gravity of the
~1ntereste of the United States of America will be diverted to
the';Pacific. ;!o:,

Exhortat1oDB with Regard t., the BrHhh COffilDomrealth of Natione.- On

laberation was directly aimed at various times were the British Oommonwea1th

of Nations, the Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics, and the United States

As shown below, the nations against whom the German-Japanese co1-

spirators pursued a course strikingly parallel to that followed in their

~ermany, Italy and Ja~an a~ee to coonerate
in their efforts on the aforesaid basis. They furthGr
undertake to assist ono another with all ue1itica1,
economic and military means, if one of the three con­
tracting parties is attad:ed by a PO\.Tcr at '?resent not
involved in the Euronean war or in the Chineso-Japanese
conflict." ~

relationship with the other member of the European Axis. On 10 June 1940,

in fulfillment of her alliance with Germany, Italy had carried out her

"stab-in-the-backlf by d.eclaring '.;ar against France and Great Britain. The

Hazi conspira·tors set about to induce similar action by Japan on the other

Upon the inclusion of Janan in their military bloc, the Nazi con-

HA.VIl~G ESTABLISHED ECONOI-HC &iJD I>1ILITARY A1LIA1:~CZ WITH JAPAl~ TIDJ NAZI
CONSPIRATORS EXHORTED TCE JAPAl-J""ESE TO AGGRESSION AGAmST THOSE N,A,TIOl:-S
WITH WHOM THEY WERE AT VIAR AlID THOSE WITH -,'iEOM THEY C011TEMPL.A.TID WAR.

(Z643-FS, Tr i1')artite Pact
betweGn. Germany, Janan ani

. Italy, 27 Se~tember 1940,
signed Dy RIB~E~T.B.OP for
Germany)

'of America. At the time of the public formalizing of its economic and

mi~itary alliance with Japan, Germany was at war with the British Common­

wealth, and was already contem~lating war with the U.S.S.R. and the United

,
'5~"MaJ;ch 1941 the authoritative Nazi -policy on collaooration with Ja1')an

, was -promUlgated as Basic Order No. 24. This document WEI.S classified

Top,Secret," signed by the defendant KEITEL as Chief of the OAW, and

distributed to the OKH, OKl"i and on, and to the d.efend.ant JODL, as Chief

of .the -Opar.at-i"Olllf' -D.a-part1r.ent of the OKW, among others. The order stated:

liThe Fuehrer he.s issued the following ord.er regard.ing
collaboration with Japan:



The sooner it interven~s. the ~ea.ter ill' be the
~ros~ects of success for Japan in view of the still un­
dovelo~ed preparedness for w~r on the part of its adversaries.
The 'Barbaross~' operp..tion ~,'!ill creEl.te particul"'tI'ly favorp.ble
political A.nd military -orerequisites for this. 11 (As' shown

"B "elsewhere. the arbprrossFt o1j,~ration WP.s the contemnlated.
and later executed. -olan for attacr on the U.S.S.R.)

To 'Pre~re the WA.y for the col1abora.tion. it w~s stated to be

llessential to strengthen the J~.nanese military potentia'. with all means

a.vailable", and the High Commands of the three branches of the Armed Foreeti'

were directed to comply in a "comprehensive and generous mannerll'with

Japanese requests for information on German war and comba.t ex-oerience and

for assistance in military economics anQ in technical matters.

The order then referred to the operationa.l ~lans to be develo~ed

and established the follo~ing guiding ~rinci~les:

lIa • The common a.im of the conduct of war is to be
stressed p.s forcing England to the ground quickly and
thereby keeping the United States out of the war. Beyond
this Germany has no political, military, or economic interests

. in the Far East which would give occasion for any reservations
with regard to Japanese intentions.

b. The great successes pchieved by Germany in mercantile
w~fare make it appear particula.rly suita.ble to employ' strong
Ja.panese forces for the same -ourpose. In this connection
every opnortunity to supnort Germa.n mercantile warfare must
be exploited.

c. The raw material situation of the pact powers demands
that Jp~an should acqUire 1jossession of those territories
which it needs for the continuatiQn of the ~T~r. e~ecially

if the United States intervenes. Rubber shipments must be
carried out even after the entry of Ja1j~n into the art since
they are of vital imnort~nce to G~rmany.

d. The seizure·of Singapore 8S the key British nosition
in the Fa~ East would mean a decisive success for the- entire
conduct of war of the Three powers.

In addition, attacks on other systems of bases of British
naval power--extending to those of American naval power only
if the entry of the United States into the war cannot be
~revented--will result in shattering the enemy's system of
power in that region and ~lso, just like the att~.ck on sea
communications. in tying down substantial forces of all kinds

- (Austr'a11BJ.

A date for the beginning of operational discusaions
1/cannot yet be fixed.

(0-75. Basic Order No. 24
regarding collaboration ~ith

J p•pan •.5 March 1941. KEITEL's
signature)

- 3
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, i

(0-152, Meetin~ of Hitler,
Raeder qnd others on
18 MEI.rch 1Cl41)

avoid WRT. against U.S.A.
takes Sing~nore as soon

lIJRpan wishes if possible to
'She can do so if she determinedly

-possible••••"

and noted that conferences on this subject had already been held with

officers., RAEDER'S statements were set down RS follows:

\ "Japan must take steps to soize Singa~or~ as soon as
possible, since the o~~ortunity will never again be as
favourable (whole English Fleet conta.inecl.: Unnreparedness
of U.S.A. for war against Ja~an; inferiority of U.S. Fleet
~is-a-vis,the Japanese). Japan is indeed making prepexations
for this action, but according to all declarations made by
Japanese officers she will only carry it out if' Germ~ny

: <'proceeds to land in England. Germany must therefore concentrate
all her efforts on s~urring .Japan to act immediately. If

,r • Jap'an has Singapore all other East Asiatic questions regarding
>the U.S .A. and England are thereby solved.. (GuPlll, Phillipines I

Borneo, Dutcn East Indies).

meeting with Hitler attended by the defendants KEITEL and JODL, the

defendant RAEDER again stressed the strategic desirability of a Japanese

argued that it ,.rould be in Japan I s interest to get during the war the

posi tiona she wanted to have in the future "new order" in Asip.. Toward

About two weeks after the issuance of Easlc Order No. 24, at a

were urging the Japanese to enter the war against England. On 23 February

1941 the defendant RIEBENTROP, in a meeting with Oshima, the Jap~nesc.,

Ambassador in Eerlin, urged that Japan's entry into the war as soon a~'

possible would destroy England's position in the Far East and secure the

Japanese position there. He suggested t~t the Jap~ese make a

tt~urprise attack l
!, .1.&., without previous 't.larning or declaration of wP.r. He

(Section'3 - STE~)
;. :'-..,

The authenticity of this order bRa been verified by the defendan~s ;

KEITEL and JODL. (Transcri~t of Interrogation Wilhelm KEITEL, 4 Septe~~er

1945 A.M., p. 12; Transcript of Interrogation Alfred JODL, 8 October IQ45

P.M., p. 12)

',. seizure of Singa~ore, urged the need for spurring J Rpan on to such action,

- . the end of the discussion, the conferees discussed a division of the economic

"resources of Eurone and Asil'l between themselves. (1834-PS , Minutes of

.~~ discussion RIEEENTROP-Oshima, 23 February 1°41)

Even before Easic Policy No. 24--with its cardinal operation~l

. "~"'" principle the inducement of Japan to aggression against Singapore and ·:bther

~rltish Far Eastern bases--was handed down by the OKW, the Nazi conspirators



Brief on Aggression against U.S.S.R., p.

however, thftt the Japanese llmust not be given any intimation of the

(C-75, cited sunra)

the issURnce-of Basic Orier No. 24 regarding collaboration ith Jnnan , the

Nazi conspirators had been nre-paring IIFall Barbarosst'tlt
, the plan for

must be viewed in the focus of both their over-all -plan and their immediate

commitments elsewhere. That their over-all plan involved. ultimate

aggressive war against' the Uni.ted States Wfl.S intimated. in a secret

~y,the defendant GOERING en 8 July 1938. when the Nazi cons:oirators had

United. S~lli.§... -_The Nazi conspir:\tors' intentions aga.inst the United States

Nazi i're:oarq.'\ii0ns ani Collaboration i"'vh the Jnp~nese agai~st the

attack on the Soviet Union, although the non-aggression pact of 23 August

1939 was still in force and Germany was at peace wIth the U.8.S.R. (See

(S~ction 3 ...

Further ind iCA.t ions of German consultations wi th regard to the

development of Japanese plans for assault on 13ri'~ish -poi3eessions in the

Far East appear 'irom hiQ [\vai1~1">le tiocu:nents.. A report from the German

Military Attache in Tokyo to the Intelligence Division of OAW on 24 Mp~ .

1941 stRted that the sudden attack on Singapore continued to be prepared.

(1538-PS , Re~ort from G~rman M.A. in Tokyo to Amt Ausl./Abw., 24 May 1941,

signed Schmid). On 4 August 1941 the Ja:oe.nese Military Attache in Berlin,

at a conference with representatives of the General Staff of the Supreme

Command of the German Army, referred to the "assault on Singapore -

desired by Germany". (DE 46Z/DIS 202, 5 AUP-"Clst 1941)

Exhortations with R8gA~d to the U.S.S.R.-For some months -prior to
- .

I

Soon after the Nazi conspirators launched their aggras.sion agct1nst

the Soviet Union in June 1941, the defendant RIBLENTROP once again called

u,on the Jepanese ally for an attack in the rear. On 10 July 1941 he

d~p'atched a telegram to Ott. the Germ~~ Ambassador in Tokyo, requesting

him to do his utmost to get Ja~~~ to declare war on the U.S.S.R.

B IIarbaroBsa operation •

(F.O. File Serial 32 Y~S 1. 24 953). Ott replied on 14 July that he was

trying his very best to bring this ~bout.' (F.O. File Serial 32 MMS 1,'

24961)h On subsequent occ~sionB, including July of 1942 Rnd Februaxy,

MRrch and April 1943, RD3:BEFTROP continued. to urge J~1)A.nese -participation

in aggression eg13.inst the U.S.S.R. (F,O~ Fna loo., Jj54, Jjso, Jj62, Jj64)



(Section 3 - Steyer)

it is only reasonable to helieve that the N~zi cons~irptors were not

. (R-140, Secret Letter from
Goering's Adjutant Major Conrath,
11 July 1938, enclosing trans­
crint of GOE2INGIS sneech)

(~uoted from L-l33, ~elegr~ No. 2050
from BUllitt to Secretary of State
19 Sentembar 1939)

During the period of their -pra"9arR.tion for ancl. wRging of aggressive

in Europe, up through the launching of the cfi.mpaign fli.gs.ina t the U. S. 5 .R. ,

~.

f;\S "forcing England. to the ~round pnd thercry lceening thE'! United States out

disposed to involve the United Ste.tes in war-A.t that time. Nevertheless,

"although the Germe-n policy '",as stA.te~. in Mf'i.rch J.94l in BASic OrQ.er No. 24

but the day will come when, too late, they will bitterly regret every word

they said against us. 11

settle accounts with the Jews of the dollar (dollAr Judan) in the United

States. We will exterminate this Jewish democracy and Jewish blood will

mix itself with the dollars. Even today Americans can insult our people,

stated that Germany would then unctertC'lJce lithe greatest oneration in history:

with British and French possessions in. America as R bass, we will th&~, ..

for the coming war, GOERIlm sat''l.:

"I still miss very much that bomber which flies with
five tons of explosives as far as New York and back. I should
be extremely happy to have such a bomber so that I would at
last be able to sto~ somewhat the mouth of the arrogant people
over there .. II

aircraft industry for increased production and inventiveness in ~reparation

_already forcibly annexed Auetria and were ~erfecting their plans for

occupation of Czechoslovakia. taIling upon renresentatives of the German

The meaning of GOERINGIS fervent hope was mRde more clear in a meeting

of Hitler with personalities from the Army, economic circles and the Nazi

. , Party on 8 March 1939, one week before the Wehrmacht marched into

Czechoslovakia, The Fuehr8r, after outlining nlansfor aggression which

would give him comnlete mastery of Czechoslovakia,.Poland and Western Europe,

that policy the possibility of the United St?tes' entry into the nrojected

This could result from Rn att~ck by Japnn on United

~~~~~tatesl possessions practically simUltaneously with the ~.sSRQlt on the

hannened). or from continued a~greseion by· the

PacificJar Ea.st which would present a clear thr.)at to

I II
1_'3'"~.~",. of war I the NA.zi cons"pira.tors cleAXly contem"01Htec1. wi thin the frAlJlework of



(9-152, cited above)

The Nazi conspirators not only envisaged. Unite~ States particip~tion

......
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in the Far Eastern conflict resulting from J~panese aggression--they

~ccepted the risk and promised Japan that Germany would step in on the

IIJapan wishes if possible to avoid ,,,ar El..e:~inst United Sta.tes.'
She can do so if she ~eterminedly takes Singa.pore as soon as
'Oossible. 1I

"In adiition, att~cks on other bases of British naval power-­
extending to those of American nRval ~ower only if the entry
of the United States into the w~r can~ot be prevente~--will

result in shattering the enemy's system of power in that,
region and also, just like the a'tt~ck on sea communications,
in tying ~own sUbstanti~l forces of all kinrls (Australia).11

(0-75, citei supra)

"3. The raw me,teri~l situl'l,tion of the pact powers
demand.s that Japan shouB. acquire possession of those terri­
tories which H needs for the continuation of '~he war,
especially if the Unite~ States intervenes. RUbber shipments
must be carried out even after the entry of Japan in the war
since they are of vital im'Oortance to Germany. '

18 March 1941, where he sai~l

I{J~t"pan must tAke im!neiie,te ste'Os to seiz,e Singapore' as
soon as nossible, since the situation will never again be ~s
favorable (whole English Fleet containen,: un'Oreuare(1,ness of
U.S.A. for war against Ja~anj inferiority of U.S. Fleet vis-a-vis
the Jap~nese). If Jap?n hAS Sing~pore all other East Asiatic
guesti;ns regar~ing the 'United States of Ameri~a an~ England
are thereby solved (Guam, Phillinines, Borneo, Dutch East 1niies).
(Underlining Supnlied)

United States' interests' ani require preventive action or justify ,United

States I intervention on the si~.e of the victims of JR'Oanese Aggression'.

Thus, Basic Or~er No. 24 stated:

The vital threat to Unite~ States' interests if Jp~an were to ca'Oture '

Singapore was clearly envisaee~ hy the r1.efen1ant RAEDER in the meeting on

.
side of Jap~~ in the event of a U.S.-Japanese embroilment. On 4 April 1941; i,'

'\" at"a meeting ,.,ith Hitler an-l. the defenCl.ant RIEBE1iTROP, the Japanese

\. M J N A. Foreign Minister atsuoka tiecl~,I'ed. that the, F.l:panese avy anri rmy h~d to

, i~ciu.rie prenarations f~r A, war against the United StA.tes in their plans

for Em att!'\,ck on Singanore. Hitler ans\"ere'l. that in the event of war

behreon JaPA,n anrl Unite~. States, Germ13,ny \\roulcl. declare wP',r on the Uniteri

States. (188l-PS , Recorfl. of conference Hitler-Matsuoka in prcsc3nce of

RIBBENTROP, 4 April 1941)
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continued to be preparefl.. (l538-PS , citei sunra).

they were urging on their Jananese cohorts--the Nazi consnirator~ also

(376-P~. Top Secret Memorandum
6ignedF~lkenstein, 29 October
1940)

"A brief assessment of the -oossi'bility of seizing anc.
holcl.inl'S air bases a.nd of tho que'~t.ion of sU'P',ly is nee0.ec. from
the G:A.F. If

following instructions with re,e:ftrn. to -personnel anr\ 'mfl.teril1.1 arUlW:len't:-

,Th~ Nazi AMareness of ~t least n~rt of Janan1a o~erational plans

Again in July 1941, in his first flush of conf1~ence resultinr- from

eer~y ~a1ns in the aggression a~inst the U.S.S.R., the Fuehrer maie,

pr"eliminary ))rep~ations for the ol,enlnF!: attack on the United States. In. ~.

"5 ). The Fuehrer is at 'Present occu-oiei with the question
of the occ\lpation of the Atlantic Islancts with tho view
to prosecution of W~ agA.inst AmericFt at a later ""Late. Delibera­
tions on this subject are bGing embarked unon here. Essential
contitions are a,t the present:

a). No other onerational commitment.
b). Portuguese'neutrality.
c) • SU"J'')ort of ]'rance anCi. S!=lain.

of their over-all nlan of worlt 1omination. Even in the fall of 1940,

the "-or.osecution of war a.p'~,in.st Am"ricFl. A.t A. lnter' n..ate ll W:'iS on the

mB~e ~rovisions for their own ultimAte attack on the United States as part

In addition to their knOWledge, accen.tance and abetment of Japan's

aggr~ssive intentions towar1 the United States--wh~ch they recognized to

be a concomitant of the operational aggression against the Dritish Empire

the military attache noted that the sud1en attack on Singa,ore ~a Manila

military agenda.

In a memoran1um of 29 Octoner 1940 from a Major Falkenstein, identified'

. by the defeniant GOERING as the Luftwaffe Liaison Officer with the Operat~ons

De'PA.rtm~nt of the OK){ (Transcrij:)t of Interrogation Hermann GOERING,

27 August 1945, p. 3), the follOWing was statet:

'against the Unite~ States is in~ic~ted by a telegram from the German

- military attache in Tokyo to the Intelligence Division of the OKW, which

was to be, shown to KEITEL, .1'\.6 heAn. of the Oir#, ?,nn.. others. In his report

~~~0 an :~raer referring to his intontions for further warfare, he transmittei
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POINT IV

POINT III

). The same 1ay, the Congress of the Unite1 States

(Section 3 - STEYER)

!II) • General rules:

Our military dominations of Murone Bfter the ~Gfe~t of
Russia will enable us in thG near futuro to re~uce the size
of the Army to a consi~erab1e extent. Within the framework of
an overall reduction of the Army~ the Armored Force will be
increased consi1erably.

The naval armRment l.o'ilJ. be restricte"!. to those meA-sures
which will be of i~me~iate use in the w~r against En~lan1, an1
shoul1 the case prise, America.

(C-74, Top S~cret Or~er signed
by Hitler, 14 JUly 1941)

On the morning of 11 Decemher 1941, four ~.ays p..ft3r the Jananese

The focus of the armRment pro~Rm will be shifto~ to the
Air Force which will be increase1 by a l!'l.r~e .<tll'!o"n:~. II

JAPANESE AGGRESSION AGAINST THE UNITJD STATES Aim TEE 3RITISH COMMONWEALTH
OF NATIONS.

On Sun1ay, 7 December 1941, Japan without previou~ warning or

1ecll'trA.tion of ~"'''l.r commence1 an f'.tteck ~..e:,<1,inst the Uni te,~. Stn.tes at Pearl

Iie.rbor, an"!. R,gainst the British CO!Tlr.!onwealth of Nation'S in the Southwest

Pacific.

Gi~f~ DEC~~TION OF WAR ON THE UNITED STATES

assault in the Pacific, the German ~overnment iec1are~ war on the Unite~

States (

IIformally 1eclare1 •

reso1veti that II thlll stp..te of \\f1:l,r between the Unite 4 States an~. the Government

of Germany which hRs thus been thrust unon the Uni te1 Stp.tes is hereby
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(Section 3 - STEYER)

ARGUMENT AND COKOLUSION-------- --- ----------

The TripFU'tite Pact of 27 Se'Ptember 1940 WRS R Dol". announcement to

the worl~ that the fRscist lea~ers of Germany, Japan an~ Italyha~ cemente"\.

a full military alliance to achieve worl~ ~omination an~ to establish the

" .:l 11 Jnew or'Ler presage"\. by the apcmese invasion of Ma,nchu...1{uo in 1931, the

Italian conquest of Ethiopia in 1935 (tn''1. the Nazi overflow into Austria,

early in 1938. Cordell Hull, Unite~ States SecretRry of State, sai1. of the

new pact that "it does not, in the vie'" of the Un iter1. StHtcs, sUDstantially

alter a situation which has existe1. for several years. Announcement of the

new alliance merely makes clear to all a relationshi~ that has long existed

in effect anrl. to which this Government has re1')eate'Uy callcri e.ttention

(Statement by the Secretary of State,
27 Sentemher 1940, "PeRce 8.n". lrar ",
No. 184)

WhRtever the beginning an~ the course of ~evelo~ment of the fascist

Triplice, the Nazi 1ea1.ers un~ertook at le~st as early as 23 February 1941

(on the basis of available i.ocuments) to exnloit th8ir alliance with

J~,nan by exhortations to commit A.,ggression a.e:ainst EnglanrL The 1efen~.ant

RIB:BENTROP on that date sug,gestefl. to the Japanese Ambassarl,or in :Berlin

that the Japanese o,en hostilities with the time-tested Nazi practice

of a "sur'Prise" attack. The defendant KEITEL su'hsequantJ,y promulgaterl the

Nazi policy of inr'tucing Japan to attFl,ck the British Empire as Basic Order

l~o. 24 to the highest commands of the Army, liavy ani. Air Forc~ I enr'l. to the

defendant JODL. The defendant RAEDER expressed his agreement With, and

urged implementation of, the policies of :Basic Orrter No. 24, in~1cating at

the meeting of 18 March 1941 that conferences ha.:l alread.y 'been helri to

discuss the activation of Ja'Panese mili tl'iry suu',ort aga.inst the British.

A staff conference in July 1941 is also documented.

With the un1eA.shing of the German ag~ressive \'Tf1r ?gainst the Sovie\

Union in June 1941, the iefan~.Rnt RIB:BE;'~TROP again cRllert uuon the Eastern

co-architect of the "new ori.er" to I'ittFwk in the r8ar.

In the C1'1se of the Unit et=\. St!'!,tes. the Np.zi conspira.tors were, within

time limitations, uursuing two similex linea to tho SAme en~. On the one
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hand, their over-all ulan for worl~ domination included the subjugation

of the United States. Although their scheme of thin~s anQ press of

commitmen~s elsewhere dictated a strategy of keening the Unite~ States

out of war for the time bei~~, they were nevertheless makin~ preliminary

studies of their own for atteck, as indicated in the HAtlantic Islands fl

document, an~ were shaping their equinment for possihle use against the

United. States, as in'Heated by the ~efen1ant GOERING'S' call for a plane

capable of bombing New York ani the Fuehrer's ordGr re~ardin~ naval

armament for use against the Unite1 States.

On the other hand, the Nazi consnirators, in the cour~e of their

renea-ted renresent~.tions to the J,R-paneae to un~.ertake an assault on

British ,?ossessions in the PqcificJar ERst, aeain consi~.ere(l ''ffi.r Re;:tinst

the Unite~ StAtes. While maint~inine their nreference that the United

Stl'l.tes not he involve~ in thA,t conflict ~.t the time, they nevertheless

foresaw the distinct T)ossi'bility of such involvem-mt as P. result of the

actions 'they ,,,ere encoura~ine, '''ere FI.1ITFI.re that Ja.T)FI.nGse hac1. nrepA.red nlans

for attpck agA.inst the possessions of the United StqteEt, an';. accepted

the consequences by assuring the Ja~anese that they would declRre war on

the Unitei StRtG6 should a U.S.-Japanese conflict result.

Thus the Nazi conspirators incited and kent in motion a force

reasonably oA.lculated to result in an attack on the Unite~ States. In

A.ealin~ with captured documents of the enemy, the com~leteness of the

plan is necessarily ohscurec1.. But those documents which have been

1iscovered show that the Ja!Janese l3.ttack on the Unite"l. States Wfl.S the

nroximA.te and foreseeable consequence of their col~aborA.tion policy, and

that their exhortations A.nc1. encourRaement to the J~T)?nese as surely led

~
"

to Pearl Harbor as thoueh PeRrI H~rhor itself ha~ been mentioneQ.

On 7 Decemher 1941, the J a")A.nese ~J<:p.:ress ion I'ti'!;?inst the United.

States an~ tho British CommonweF'.lth of H"Itions '"P.S lRunchei. Four

n.RYs later, the N~,zi government of G~rmany 4 eclA.re~. ,.r~.r on the Unite"- Stl3,tas.
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The plans which the Nazi conspirators encourage~ ani ~eveloped had

achieved fruition.

The foregoing evidence th3refore establishes thEt the defen~ants

committed crimes against ~eace within the terms of Article 6 (a) of the

ChRrter of the Intern~.tional Militp..ry Tribunal 'by tJheir pRrticipR.tion in

the following plans and cOnS'DirRCies--anc1. particuh1.rlY through the actions

of certain ~efendants and cons'Dirators in further~nce thereof:

1) The common nlRn an:l. cons:nir~.cy to ""'llan, -orenC'.re,

P...n-l. initiate e '....ar of aggression ny the Jp.'Danese a,gainst the

British Commonwealth of Nptions.

2) The common ~lan p.n~ cons~irp.cy to nlan, prenRre R.n{

initiate a war of .a~P-ression by the JR.~AneS0 against the

Unit e(\. States.

3) Tha common over-Rll nlan An~. consDirAcy, apart from

the conspiracy with the Jananes8, to ~lan, nre'Dare, an~

ultimately to initiate an1 '''A.ge a war of ag{ITession against

the United States.

4) The common ulan I'ln'3. cons;.lirp.cy to ~lan, urepare and

initia.te R wP.r of FI.ggression "by the Japanese p..gainst the U.S.S.R.

It is further conclu"l.ed that the nlens ~n~_ conspirl'\.cies enumer::tt01

in (1), (2), (3) And (4), above, also involve~ the accomulishm3nt of wars

in violation of, among other treRties, the Kel1ogg_Brian~. Ppct of 1928,

to which both Germany an1 JA~an were signatories; R.n~ that tha common

'Dlans and oons'D1raci8s enumerated in (1) ani (2), above, involved in

addition the accom~lishment of wars in vio1ation of ?~,gue Convention III

of October 1907 relative to tha o~enin,g of hostiliti3s, to which Goth

Germany p..n:'l. J "'.-0an were siB.'np.tories.
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