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Bl01illERG wa s interrogated r egarding his knowledge of t he 100,000
man German a rmy permit t ed by the Versaille s Tr eaty. He state d t hat
ef f or t s were made t o select applic~ts f or the arny Who wer e i ntelli­
gent an d who were interested i n s oldie r ing as a ca ree r (there was a

~ , 12-year enlis t ment ) , but t hat t he who.Lo at t i t ude of t he German peopl e
throughout the 1920 ls and ear l y 1930 ls had be en su ch t hat not t he
best people ha d p resent ed t hemselve s f or enlis t ment . He further s t ated
that e f fo r t s were made t o gi ve tho enlist ed men and t he non-commis sioned
officers advan ced training While in t he a rmy s o that t hey would be
fi tted t o hold higher po s i t ion s . He said that he didn I t know t he per ­
centa ge of the 100,000 man a r my t hat be came off i cers in r,:or l d ..a r I I
but t hat he doubted very much if it was high .

i}LO~ .:BERG i dentified the s ubst. ance of t he HASZ3!.CH mi.nut.es
(Document 386-PS), st~ting t hat it was i n substantial confor~ty wi th
his r ecollection of the ne et i ng , a l though his menor y of the de tai l s
was not t oo clear . He stated t hat he believed t hat IUTl~rr himse lf had
di ct ated t he mi nutes t o ;{:.3ZB:~CH a f ew days a f te r t he meet i ng and he
p oi nted t o the de tai l c ontain ed i n t he nu nutes a s suppor t f or his stat e­
ment .

31O~.13ERG stated t hat in t he ear l y days of his tour of dut y a s "ar
, ;i ni s ter , S;~ troops wer e gi ve n sup er ficial traini ng such a s cl ose order
dr i l l an d manual of a rms . ;-;e s t at.cd t hat the r e was a p oi nt of conf lict
between the SA and t he a rmy be cause t he a rmy be lieved t hat t he S~ had
the intention t o e Limi.nat.e i t 0 :J:' to crush i t by mer-e wei ght of number-s ,
HJ TI .~R continued t he S.";. a s a paral l e l miLi.t a r-y or ganizntion t o t he a rray
until Bl.OMBERG obj e ct.ed s -~' l ·eJ:1 u.o:.:. s ly. 31.OHBERG st at ed that t he (}.:~rJY h ad
r ejected t he S1. a s a r-os e r votr fo r soldier s due t o t he oat h of t he mem­
bers t o ROEHM an d t hat he ( &O, ,, :E~~G) did not s eriously consider t he Sf..
a s a r eserve f or t he army ,

8LO;:J3ERG stated that t here had been s ome s e cr et mat te r s pr i or t o
30 J anuary 1933 wi th r espect t o t he a rmed f orces. These wer e (1) t he
es t ablishrr,ent of t hre e training c enters i n Jus sia (from ~t le~st 1925
until 1933) de vo ted t o t he training of ai r f or ce , a nnour ed vehicles and
ant i -gas defense , and (2) t hat "vo'Iunt.eer-s!' , p r i n ci pally f ormer member-s
of the Cerman a r my , were used on Danueve r s t o expand t he 100, 000 ~an

a rmy . Bl Oj··;3EIlG stated that s o f ar a s he knew no muni t ions wer e produced
from 1925 t o 1933 (the pe ri. od wi th which he was connected wi th t he Gorman
General St af f ) except those per~tted by t ho Versailles Treaty.



Interrogation of ::erner von Jlom~ergL 17 november 1945 2 -

.'

BLmfBERG stated t hat t he r earmament, pr-ogr-om s t a r ted pr i ncipal l y
in 1934 when fighters and bomber-s f or the ai r f orce and a ruanent s
f or the arLiY were contracted f or (plants had previ ous l y been sele­
cted f or their raenuract.ure j ; the navy began its expar.ad.on af ter the
EngIf.sh-Gcrman Nava'L Treaty of 1935. Bl Ol :BERG admi.t.t .ed that all of
these mat te r s were in viol ation of t he limitations i mposed by the
Versailles Treaty.

JlO~.13ERG stated t hat t he f i nancing of the r-ea rmament. pr ogr-am was
done principally by the issuance of bi l l s of exchange called :·I:FOS .
This was a de vice a r ranged by CCH:.CHT and the procedure was that the
a rmy, navy and ai r f orce would submit t heir eat dmat.ed r oquf.remcnts to
him (BLOHBERG) as ~. iar :.;i ni ster , t hat t hese estimates would then be
pared down by bin, and t hat t hereafter t he consolidated est imates
would be subLutted t o SCI~.CHT who i n turn would r educe t hem t o the
amount whi ch , in hi s opi nion, could be obtained wi thout up-setting the
German economy. Various conf e rences were he ld betwee n BLOMBERG and
SCHAC HT on t he amount of money t hat could be furnis hed through MEFOS
and BlOUBERG stated t hat he end SC:I:.CHT a lv18.ys c erne t o an ultimat e
agr eement s o it wa s unne ce s snry t o .:l.wit di f ference s t o HITLER .
BLOlmERG al so stated t hat so f ar a s he kn ew no money was furnished the
mi llt ary program except from SCHf,CHT, i. e . none was furnished from the
r egular budget .

uIO~ERG stated that universal conscription wns adopted in 1935
in violation of the VersC'.illes Treaty . He stated that this was neces­
sar y because of the expan sion of the German army sought by HITlER . He
s aid th~t HJTLER ordered the army expanded t o 36 di vi si ons ; whereas the
army wanted it expanded to 21 di visions (from 7 divisions j . lIe justi­
fied this act ion , as well a s that of t he r earmaDent , on the basis that
no other nation had disarmed nnd t hat he thought that Germany should
have par i ty with t hem.

BLOllffiERG s t.at .ed wi t h r espect t o t he r eoccupation of t he n:Ur-.1ELAND
in 1936 t hat he firs t heard of i t du r i ng t he winter Olympic Games at
Garmisch-Fartenkirchen . ue fore t he occupat ion occu r red 3LOHBERG stated
that he was as sured by HI TIER that s hou ld France or England create dif­
ficulties or t hreaten a war , the s oldiers would be withdrawn.

BI.OEBERG stated t hat a Gernan General 3t?ff existed a f te r the First
~:orld i;ar a s every array needed a staff in or-der t o function . Ile stated
tha~ t Ins s taf f carried on t he traditions and i deals of t he f ormer staff .
In 1935, however , the f orn of the staff was changed by the introduction
of the conc ept of the O:~.; .


