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SECTION OF ll~DICE1~NT

IV . Particulars of the nature and development of t he common pl an or
conspiracy .

(F) UTILIZATION OF NAZI CONTROL FOR FORE IGlJ AGGfZSSION

Status of the conspiracy b7 the mi ddle of 19T~ B.nC~ nr Qiected plans .

2 . The Nazi c onspirators de cided t hat for t h eir purpose t he Treaty
of Versailles must definitely be abregated and spec i f i c plans were made by
t hem and put into operation by 7th Mar ch , 1936, a l l of vrhich opened the way
f or the ma j or aggressive steps to follow, as hereinaft er set for th . In
t he execution of this phas e of t he c onspi. r-acy the Nazi c ons rd.ra t c r s did
the following act s :

(a)

( f)

They led Gennany to enter upon a cours e of secret r e-annement
from 193 3 to Mar ch 1935 , i ncluding the t r aining of military
personnel and the product ion of nl~litions of war , and t he
building of an ai r f or ce .

On 14th October 19.3.3, t hey l e a Germcm:,r t o l eave the
International Dis ar~nent Conference an~ the League of
Nations .

On lOth Mar ch 1935, the defendant GORING announced that
Germany Vias bui l ding a mi l i tary air forc e .

On 16t h lv1ar ch 19:;' 5 , the i~azi conspi. r a t.or s promulgated
a law r.r universal mi l i tary ser-vi.ce , i n which they stated
the peace-time strength of the Germc:m Army v....ould be fixed
at 500 , 000 men .

On 21st iilay 19.35, they f alsely announced t o t.he wor ld,
vd t h intent to de ceive and allay f ea r s of aggress i ve
intentions, tha.t t hey woul d respect the t erl'itorial
limitations of t he Versai lles Treat y and. c omp'Ly wi t h
the Locarne Pacts .
~~

On 7th Iviarch 19.36, t.hey r eoccupied an d fcr;tifi~d the
Rhineland, in violation of the Treaty of \ ers allles and
the Rhine Pact of Locarno of 16th October 1925, and
fals ely announce d to the wor ld t hat 1I: {e have no
territorial demands t o make in Europe . II
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, :

, . .... I

CHARTill OF THE INTERNATIOlTAL liILITARY TRIBUNAL:. ~. . .' .'e , .. ~ .

Arti~le:' 6:,

The Tribunal established by··.the Agreement referred to
in Article 1 hereof for the tria'l and' puni shment of the major
war criminals of the European #~is count.ri.es shall have the
power to try and puni sh per-sons- \1ho, act i ng in the interests
of the European Axis countries; 'vh~ther as individuals or as
members of organizations, cornmitte(f"any of the following cr imes.

The following act s , or any of' them, are crimes coming
vnthin the jurusdiction of the,~ribunal for i¥hich there shal l
be individual responsibility: '..~..~

.
CRllrES AGAINST PEACE( Name.Iy, p'lanning, preparation,
initiation or waging i~f a war of aggression , or a war
i n violation of international treaties, agr eement s
or 'as sur ances , or participation in a common plan or
conspi~acy for t he accomplishment of any of the
foregoing : .

2 . TREATY OF V~'RSAILL ES , 28 June 1919 :

Article 42

Germany is forbidden to maintai n or construct any
forgifications either on t he l eft ba1~ of the Rhine or on the
right bank to the west of a ~ine draVf.l 50 kilometres to the
East of the Rhine 'I'

Article 43

In the area defined above the mai nt enance and the
assembly of armed forces , either perrnanent.Ly or temporarily,
and military maneuver s of any kind, as \1ell as the upkeep of
all permanent \forks for mobi l i zation , are in the SCltile way
f orbidden .

Article 44

In case Germany vi ol ates in any Inanner what ever the
provisions of Articles 42 and 43, sh e shall be r egarded as
cmrumitting a hostile act against the Pavers si~natory of t he
present Treaty and as calculateQ to di sturb the peace of the
wor l d .

Also certain ar t i cles of Part V, as set out under United
States-Germany Treat y, infra .

- 2-
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TREATY BETWEEN UNITlD STATiS ."IUID GER1~ANY R.bSTORmG FRL.JrJDLY
RELATIONS , 25 August 1921: ' "'fi; "

Part v. ilitary, Naval and Air Clauses

-;'
(.
,!
i
\
.I

In order to r ender pos s i ble the initiation of a general
limitation of the ana~~ents pf all natirnls , Gcrll~ny undert akes
strictly to observe the mi l i t ar y , .nava.l and air cl aus es ,.;hi ch
follow .

Articl e 160

(1) By a date ~nich mU$t not be l ater than March 31, 1920,
the German Army must not compris e more than seven divisions of
infantry and three cii.visions of caval r y .

After t hat datG the total number of effectives in the
Army of t he States constituting Germany must not exce ed one
hundred t housand. men , i ncluding officers and establishments of
depots . The Army shall be devoted excl us i vel y to the maintenance
of or der ~'Qthin the t erritory and to the control of the f rontiers .

The total ef fect i ve strength of officers , including the
personnel of staf fs, whatevever their composition, must not exceed
four thousand.

Arti cle 173

Universal campulsorjr military service shall be abolished in
Germany . The Genr.an Armv may only be constituted and recruited
by means of voluntary enl i st ment .

Article 181

After the expiration of a period of two mont hs from the crnning
int o f or ce of t he present Treaty the German naval fo r ces in
commission must not excee d:

6 battleships f the Deutschland or lotb.ringen type,
6 l ight cr uisers

12 destroyers
12 torpedo boat s

or an equal number of ships constructed to r eplace t hem as
provided in Article 190 .

Net submar i n es ar e to be included.
All other war ships , except wh oro t.ncro i s provi s i on t o t he

cont r ary in the present Treaty, must be place d in reser ve or
dev. t ed to comraer ci al purpos es .

ArticlG 191

The cons t r uct i on or acquis i t i on of any submarine , even f er
co~ercial purposes , shall be f orbidden i n Germany.

Article 198

The armed forces of Germany mus t not includo any mi l i t ar y
or naval ai r f orces .

Germany may, dur ing e: per i od not extcndi.ng beyond October 1,
1919 maintain a maximum number of one hundred s eaplanes or flying
obat~, whi ch shall be excl us i vel y employed in searching for
submarine mines shall be furnished wi.th t he necessary equipment
for t his purpos~ , and she.Ll, in no case car-ry "-rID S , mun.itions ~r
brnnbs . f any nature whatever .

-3-



'.. "
, ! "

(,

In addition to t.ho>engines installed in t h e seaplanes or
flying boats above ment.Lon ed , ono spare engi n e may be provided
for ea ch engi ne of each o~ those craft .

~ o dirigible shall be kept .

RHINE TREATY OF LOC~NO , '16 October 1925 :

Article 1

The High Contr~ctingParties colloctively and s everally
guarantee , in the mann er provided in the following Articles , the
maintenan ce of the territori0.1 status .Q.lliLros ul t ing from th G frontier s
betwe en Germany an d 'Bel gi um and between GermClny and Fr an co, Cln d the
inviolability of the s aid f'r-ont.Lor-s ,'3 fixed by or in pursuance of'
tha Treaty of Peace signed ~t Vorsgilles on June 28 , 1919 , 2nd also
the observance of tho stipu12tions of Articl es 42 and 43 of tho s a id
Treaty concerning th e domilit~rised zone .

Ar t i clo 4

(1) If one of th o High Contracting Parties alleges that a
violation of Ar t i cle 2 of th e prosen t Treaty or a broach of Articl es
42 or 43 of the Troaty of Versailles has be en or is being committed ,
it s hall bring th o question at, once be f o ro the Council of the Leagu e
of Nations .

(2) AS soon a s the Council of tho League of Nations i s
satisfied that such violation or breach has be en commi tt od , i t 1'0.11
notify its finding wi.t.hout deLay to the Powers s ignatory of the
present Treaty, who sever~lly agree th at in such case they ,n l l
each of them come irmllodiately to the ass i s tance of t he Power
agai ns t whom the a ct c ompl.c....ined of Ls directed .

(3) In cas e of a flagrant violation of Article 2 of the
present Treaty or of a flagrant breach of Articles 42 or 43 of tho
Treaty of Versailles by on e of the High Contracting Parti es ) each
of tho ot.her Contracting Par t ios her-eby undortakes iJ1lIIludiat ely t o
come to the he l p of the Party again st. whom such a vi.o.l et.Lon or broach
has boen directed as soon as th o sei.d Po wer has been a ble to s atisfy
itself t.h at, this vi.o'Lat .i. on constitutes an unprovoked act of aggress ion
and that by r eason cith .:or of t h o crcs sing of the f rontie r or of tho
outbroGk of hostilitiQS or of th o as scmbly of a TIued forces in the
dcnu.Lit.ar Lacd zono Irnmcdi.nt.c a ct i on is recessary . Novortholoss ,
the Council of tho Luo.guo of Nations, which wi l l be sei ze d of the
ques t i on in a ccor da nce with t he first pa r-agr-aph of this l"rticle ,
will issue its findings , a nd tho High ContrQcting PQrtios un dor-t.ako
to act in ac c ord~nce vfith the rccomrilen&~ti ons o! the CounCil ,
provided that they :'..1'0 c oncur-r-ed in by a ll th o Mombc;rs other t.han
the r oprcsentativQs of tho Partios which have engi1g.:.:d in hostili t i os .

- 4-



STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE

SUMMARY STi>TE1JENT OF MATTERS INVOLVED

The Nazi plans for aggres s i ve war start ed very soon aftGr

Wor l d War 1. Their modest origin and I'ant.eatd.c nature, end

the f act th at t hey could have buen interrupted at numerous

points , do not dctrnct from the continuity of the planning .

The focus of this Indictment on t.ho period from 1933 to

1945, docs not di sass ociate these event s fr om wh2t occurred

in the entire preceding per i od . Thus , the ascen~~ncy of Hitler

and the Naz is to political power in 1933 vms ~lruady a wel l -advance d

nul estone on their road of progress .

By 1933 , the Nazi party (NSDAP) had r eached very

subat.antd.o.L proportions I rit t.hat. point their p.lan s caLl.od

for the acqui s i t i on of politicnl control of Germany; this

W!lS i ndispensa bl o for tho conaoLi.dat Lon wi t hi n t he country

of all the int ern~l r esources and potentialities .

As soon as t horo was sufficient indicnti on of succe s sf ul

progr ess ,":'-l ong this l ine of Lnt.cr-ne.L consolidation, t ho next

nocessary step was to squeeze out of s ome of t ho external

dis advantages of exis t ing Lntcr-nat.LonaL limitations and ob.li.ga­

tions .

The limitations and r estrictions of the Vor snil10s Tre~ty

wer e c. bar to th e developmont of t he strength:i::J. al l fields

nec ess ar y for war . .i.lthough thore had been an increasing

amount of circumvention and viol,~.tion f r om the very time t h.". t

Vers aill es cC'me into ef fe ct , such operations under disguis e

and subterf uge coul d not c. t t<d n proportions adc quat.o f or

their objectives . To get Versailles out of the wny was

i ndispensabl e t o the development of the size of milit:cry

power vTI1ich they had to have f or their pur poses .

- 5-



Similarly, ~ s pnrt of tho s~e plm1 and for the same

r easons, Germ~ny vdthdrew from the Dis~rmQffient Conference

and the Leugue of Nations . It Wi".S impossible to carry out

their plans on the b~sis of existing international obliga­

tions or t he orthodox kind of future commitments .

The points mentionod in this pnragraph IV (F) 2 of tho

Indictment are novi historicalf~cts, of which the court is

requested to t.ake judici~l notice . Much has a l rea dy been

wr i t t en on thes e subjects; for convenience of reference ,

ment i on may be m.:>.dG of "Europo on the Eve : The Crises

of Df.pl.omccy 1933-1939" by Fr-eder-Ick L. SchumC'.n , publish­

ed in 1942 by hlfred A. Knopf, N,m York an d London .

It go es without s cyi.ng th at eve r y opcrat.Lon w:' s

preceded by a plan of act ion and a careful coordin .1tion of

a l l par-t i.c.i.pct.i.ng forc es . not the S ml13 time , each point is

part of a long-prepm'3d plan of agg rcs 8i on j ea ch r epresents

a necessary step in the di rect ion of th e specific aggressions

which wer e subsequently conntit.t c d , To develop an extens ive

argument , wouLd b e the unncccasnr-y l aboring of the obvious .

What follows is n or-o.ly the bringing to l ight of Lnf'or-mrrt-Lon

d i s cl osod in Ll.Iust.rvrtLvo documents which were hithorto

unavrd.La o'Lo •

The t hr ee t hings of immediato Lnt.ernat.Lona.L s Lgrrif'Lccncc

r eferred t o in t his par-agr-a ph IV (F) 2 arc : (1) the wi.t.hdr-aw­

<>.1 from the D'i.surmamerrt Conference en d Lac-guo 0 f Nat.Lons ,

( 2) the institution of compulsory military s ervice J and

(3) th e r eoccupation of tho demilitarized zona of tho Rhine­

land. Each of these stops w~s progressively mor o serious in

the matter of Lnt.cr-nr .t.Lonn.L r elations . I n each case , Germeny

antLcLpa t cd the po ss Icd.Li.ty of s r-nct i.on s being npp.Li.cd by

,
- 0-
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other countries , and in particular a strong mi l i tar y act i on

from France with the probable as s i stance of Englnnd . HOW3ver,

the conspirators were determined that nothing l ess th~n

preventive war would stop them , and they also estimated

correctlf the.t no one, or comhi.na t.Lon, of t he big power s
. 5"

would undertake the responsi bility of such a war .

The wi thdrawa.L from the Disarmament Conf er enc e and the

League of Nations were act ions that did not vLo'la te any

international obl i gat i ons ; t he LG~gue Covenant provided the

procedure for wi t hdrawal. However , in this case and as par t

of a biggor pl.an , the significance of t hese actions cannot, be

disas soci at ed f rom the general conspiracy ~nd the plans for

aggression .

The universal mi l itary ser vi ce was a luore daring action,

with a luore overt significanc e . It was a vi o12ti~1 of

Versailles , but they got aw~y vdth it .

Then came th~ outright military defiw1ce- - The Rhineland

occupation .

- 7-



DIDICTr.lENT P.:.RAGlli PH IV (F ) 2

The Nazi c onspd r a t.ors dc cLd cd thGt f or t heir pu rpose
the Treaty of Vor-sai.Ll.os must de f ini tely b e abrogat.ed
~d s pecific pl~~s wer 0 mL'..do by t hom ~nd put into
opcr-ct.ion by 7th .h1.:::. r ch , 1936 , 0.11 of which ope ne d the
way for th e major- aggr-cas i.vo s t.cps t o fo l low.

The f L'..ct that N<lz i plans st~rte d ver y e~rly i s not

only confirme d by their ovm s t.at cmcn t s , t hey b oast.cd about

their long planning <lnd cc..reful oxecut i on . Hitler 's e<lr l y

plans for ex t.cns i.ve aggression ['.1'0 marrif'cst, in tho f ollowing

statements:

liThe bu i lding up of our .:::.rmcd f orces w~s onl y possi­
ble in conn ection with t he i deo::"ogic<ll (wolt <lnsch.:::.ulich)
oducat.Lon of t he German peopl o bJT t he par-ty•• , lJlw n I came
t o power in 1933, a per iod of the mos t difficult struggle
Layrboh.ind me . Everyt h i ng exi s t ing before th :-..t had
co.Ll.apscd, I had to r eo r ganize everything beginni ng
'wi t h the IIk.... S S of t he pcopl,e and extending it to the
arme d forces . First r-e or-geruznt i.on of t he int erior, ab o.Li.sh­
merit of a ppoarcnces of de cay end dcf'c at. Ls t; Ldcas , educa -
tion to heroism. i'~hile r-cor-gcrri.z i ng t he interior, I
undertook tho s e cond t.as k: To r-o.lo a s e Gcrm....ny fr om its
international tics . Two pnr t i cul<..r ch Clr.:::.cterist.ics :'..re
to be pointed out: Scces~ion from the Lc:'..gu e of N:'..tions
and denunciation of the Di.scrmamcnt. Conroi-cncc , . ••-f't .cr
that tho order f or r-ecrmamont, ••• I n 1935 the introduction
of compul.sor-y v-r rnc d s ervice . ,'~ft er t.hat militarizo.tion
of the Rhinel<lnd." ,

~-PS . h i t ler l s s pouch t o mi l i tar y
comnL'..nders, 23 ~ov()mbcr 193 9, ~.ge 2 .

The s eizure o f po wer meant, t he res torat ion of fighting

s overeignty inc ]llding conscription, oc cu pation of Rhinc l L'..l1d,

and rearmament with spcc i.a L omphcs i.s on modern a rmor-ed and

a i r forces .

"Th e Na t Lone.L Socinlist movement <'.nd its struggle
for Lnt.crnr.L power were the prcparnt or-y stage of the
outer libor.:::.tion from the bonds of the d.ic t.at. c of
Versaillos ."

L-172 . Jodl s peech, 1 November 1943 ,
~...go s 6 and 7 . (Tho StrQt cgic Position
<It th e Boginning of the 5th Ycc,r of W<'..r)

-8-
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In one of Hitler I s rovicws of the 6-~rcl'.r por i od between
t

a s cendancy to power and t he out.brcck of hostilities , he

not orfl.y admi.t.t.cd but boasted a bout, t heir or-der-Ly and coordinat-

od long-range plmu1ing .

II In
fields .
( Page 1)

tho period 1933- 1939, pr-ogr os s was Tao.de i n a ll
Our military sut.urt.Lon improved enor mous l y . II

,.
r

liThe pe r iod which lies behind u s h.::s inde od boo n put
to go od us e . All measur-es hcve been t.ck on in the cor rect
s equence and in harmony with our a.uns ; " (rage 2)

~ Mi nut e s of Confer ence , 23 !\l (1.Y 1939,
II I ndoct r i n :: :t i on on the Po'Li.t i.coL Situ"tion
an d future c. ims . 1I

Ono of th o most significant direct prcparntions for

agg ress i ve war is f ound in the s ecret Roich Defens e L:'.Vl of

21 i,iay 1935, and the decision of the Roich C.:'.binet of 21 l.iny

1935, concerning the Counc il f'cr The Defens e of the rt0i ch .

The pr-omu.Lgati.on of t his l aw was sus pende d but i t s provisi on s

were put into effect immcdi~tely. There wa s est~blishod and

put into operati on n complete bas'i. s f or war pr cparat.Lon ,

including a Pl.orupot.cnt.Lary for WOol' Econ omy (Dr . Schacht) ,

wi t h four subor-da nat. e nriru.st.L cs (:,rticle 6) .

liThe new l aw for the def ense of t he Roich s houl d
create n clear Lcge.L ba s i s f or the t r cnsf \.11' of t he
whole machlner-y of St,:.t e from a sta t,o of p eace t o one
of w~r . I n this connection it wns t o be noted th~t a s t ate
of wnr can begin unexpoctodly or f'r-or. a sb r.t.c of foreign
polit i cal t ension . Since the time of such t ension must
be ut ili ze d a s f [,r :'. 8 foreign politico.l r c.Lat dons wi l l
be ar it , i n order to cr-eat-e t: r-oa d.incs s for war in t.Irnc ,
the Law for the defense of the: Fc i c h pr ovides two s t eps
fo r the t r .:-.nsfcr fr om s t.at .c of pea ce to stat e of war :
i . The state of dcf..:nse; 2 . The mobiliz.:'.tion .

IIIn numer-ous Lavs spoc inL pr ovis i ons for wool' ar c
cont.aanod . It is t he r ef ore nc c oa s rn-y, to cs t r.b'Lis h
the beginning of a st. ct. o of w2 r , in r os pcct. to times
in order to crcc.t o clear conditions for t.hc ::,dmi nistrn­
t ion of j us t i ce et c . Since , novrovc r , in C'. futuro ';;.:'.1'

of'f'Lc i.a L dcc.Larct.Lons of VIaI' a r-c not t o be oxpc ct.c d, <3.S

a r es ul t of wh i ch ,~rticle 42 Section 2 of t.ho Rd .chsconsti­
tution a.Lso i s obs o.Lct. o , tho beginning of :~ st. at, c of war
is to bo considere d o..s being at tho s ,~aL: t~2~ ~s the
beginning of tho mobilization . "
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2261-PS. Top s ecret l etter dated
24 Junu ·1935"from Blomberg to Supreme
Commanders of Ar my, Navy and Air Forces;
a cc ompan ied QY c opy of Reich Defense Law
of 21 May 1935 , .::'..n d c opy of Decision of
the Reich Cabinet ·01' 21 May 1935 , on the
Council for the Defen s e of the Reich .

Gener~l Thorrns, who w~s in ch arge of th e war and ar ma-

mont economy , and for s erne t ime a high- ranki ng member of the

Gon10..D higher councils, r efer s to t his l aw a s t h o cornerston e

of war pr cpurat.Lons , !:t e poi n t s out that a l t hough the l aw

H<l.S not to be: made pub l i c u; ..t il the out br-o.-k of war , it was

put i nto immedio.te execution as a pr-og r-am of prcpor-c t i.on ,

235 3- PS. Gc:n ~)r <:. l Thomas , history of
G,.:. rm<:n H~'. r and hr m<'.mcnt Economy 1923­
19 ~1"pc::.g e 35 .

This s ecret l aw r Offini ncd in ef fe ct until 4 S0ptcmbcr 38,

at whi ch time it wa s r-cpl.ac cd by anot her sec r et defense law

r evising tho syst.cm of " dcf'cnsc" organizations and directing

mor e: detaile d pr cparC'..t ions f or the appr oo..c hi ng s t2.t us of

"mobi.Li.aat.Lon" (war ) . Thos e Laws «r-o dis cu ssed mor c

cxt.onsivc.Iy in other br ief s subrnit.tcd by pr osccut .i.on,

2l94- PS , Reich D,::fens e LaVl of 4 Sop 3 8,
inc+osGd i n a letter of h Sop 39 from
S,~xony 1,Ii nist r y for Ec anomy an d i o..bor
t o Ro i ch Prot oct or in Bohorrrin t~nd !~lornvia .
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lliDICTMENT PiJ\i~GRliPH IV (F) 2 (a)

This paragraph r ef or s to four POD1ts as follows :

1 . Secret rearmament from 1933 to March 1935 .

2 . The training of military personnel.

3. Productions of luunitions of war .

4. The building of an air force . .

All four of these points are covered in the general plans

for the br-each of Versailles and ensuing aggress i ons . The

production of munitions of war is specifically covered in the

Indictment , paragraphs IV (E) 3 and 4, relating to the econo-

mic case', The building of an ai r force is individually covered

in paragraph IV (F) 2 (c), infra .

The facts of rearmament and its secrecy arc self-evident

from the events which ffollowed. Tho significant phase of this

activity, insofar as this part of the Indictment is concerned,

lies in the fa ct, thnt all this WC'.S neccaeary i n order to break

the barriers of the Versailles and Locarno Treaties and for

the aggressive wars to follow l nt er. The extent and nature of

those activities could only have been for aggressive purposes ,

and the highest Impor-t.encc which tho government at.t.ached to the

secrecy of the progr['Ju is emphas i ze d by the disguis ed financing

both before and after tho announcement of conscription and the

r ebui l ding of the army, 16 March 35 .

1168-PS. Unsign ed Schacht r.J.emor<'.ndum
dated 3 May 1935 , ro : The financing
of the a rmament, program.

21 May 1935 , v~s a very important d~te in the Nazi calendar .

As indicQt od abo ve , it was on th~t d~te that they passed the

secret Reich Uofonsc Law \2261-PS) . The secrocy of their arma-

mont oper at ions had c Ir-oady reached a point beyond which they

coul d no longer maintain adequ~tc~mouflage , and since their

program cal l ed for still further expansion they made a unilater­

al r enunci at i on of the anllrunent provisions of the Versailles

22SS-PS . Hitler 1s speech , 21 May 1935 •
.---
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In conjunction with oth er phases of planning and prepara-

t i on for aggres s i ve w~r t horo were v~rious programs for direct

and indirect training of Q mi l itar y nature . This i ncluded not

only th e training of military personnel but al s o t he cstablish-

mont and training of para-military or ganizations such as tho

police force, vmich could be ~n d was abs or be d by the army.

The extent of this pr ogr run for military training is indicated

as shown i n ot he r briefs submitted by the prosecution, by the

expendi t ure of 90 billion Reichnlarks dur i ng t ho period of 1933

t o 1939, in the building up of t he armcd forc es .

IIFor mor-e than six yoa r s now I have been engaged in
building up t ho Gurman nrmod forc es . Dur i ng this per i od
mor e t han 90 billion Ruichsmarks hL'.ve been expended in
creating our ar med forcos . TOQay they ar e the best
equi pped in tho world and f ar superior to those of 1914.
My confidence in th orn can n ever b e shakcn ; "

2322- PS. Hitlur' s sp eech, 1 Sop 1939 .

The secret nature of t his t r a i ni ng pr-ogr-am an d th e f act

of its ear-Ly deve l opment i s Ll.Lust.rv.t.c d by s: r crcroncc to th o

s ec ret training of flying personnel back in 1932. 11. r eport

was made t o Hess, in th 3 form of a Lct.t.cr from Schickcd::mz

t o Rosenber g for del i very t o hes s . This dOCl~0nt al so points

out t.hat. tho flying mat.cr i.n.L of tho complete ci vil avi.at .Lon

is to be s o pr epar-e d that 8. t rans fer into tho mili tary ai r

forc o or-gcru.z r.t.Lon bc oornos possible .

~PS. Lotter of Schi cke do.nz , dat.c d
20 ctober 1932, ~ddre sscd to Rosenborg
for pers onal transmission to Hess .
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The pr-ogr-am of r-oa r mancrit a n d the objectives of c.i r cua-

vcnting end br-cachi ng tho Versailles Tro,:.ty 0.1' 0 forcefully

shown in tho pc r-t i c i.p-Lf on cn« coopcrr.t.Lon of the l~nvy. r-[hon

they deemed it 3.:'. f ·..; to s :::.y so} t.hcy opcnLy a ckn ow'Ic dgc d t.ha t

it had nlw:'.ys bOvn their ob j oct i ve to bra:::.k Versi1illcs . I n

1937} the N,".vy high COI,llT1:::.n d puh l.i.s hcd fl book cnt.Lt.Lcd "Tho

Fight of tho i L.vy ageins t Vcrs......ill.Js } 1919 to 1935 " . The

pref a ce r efers to "The fight of tho l~ :'.vy ,~gr~in st the un bcar --

ab.Lc r-eguLr t.Lons of the po a cy t.rca t.y of Ver s 2. i l l vs " . Tho

t.abLo of contents Inc I udcs Co va r i.ct.y of l~ ~ vy c ct.Lviti os , such

C1.S savi.ng of coa s t r.L guns from dcst.ruct.Lon , Lnd cpcndcnt, a r mc-

mont measures behind the br.c k of t ho ::;oV0r nmun t , end of the

Log.i s Lat. Lvc body , r-osur i -cct.i.on of t.hc U- B0 0..t nr ra, ocon omic

fr eedom from r estrictions in 1935 .

This document, points out t.nc s ignific['.nt ef fe ct of the

seizurc of power in 1933 on the SiZ 0 ;'llcl shape of the r carma-

mont pr-ogrrrr . It ::lso r efers t o tho f <'.T-rc['.ching independence

i n the building r.n d dcvo.Iopmc.rt of the l" r".vy vk!i ch w<'.s only

hampcr c d Lnsof'a r' a s conc ealment, of r-ccrmzuncnt had t o be

cont inued in cons i.d c r r.t.Lon of t.h ; Vllrsl!illos Tro.:lty . iTit h

t he r-cst.oi-at.Lon of t h .:; 1.lilit ,':'. ~·y sovcr 'o i.gnt.y of t.ho Rc ich (in

1935), the oxt cr-ncL ccmouf'Lrgc of r~ .':'.rJ ~l~1ilCnt Wl'.S c Lir.rin r.t.cd,

C-J.29_~_ " Th o Fight of the N:,.vy J.g;.:inst
Vcr sci.Ll.cs l C;19-1935II • Book c cnpi.L...d by
Cr.pt Schussler :'.nd puiJl i sh ed by Hi gh
Comna n d of the N['.v:,' in 1937 .

R:::.odcr idcntifi -..;d this book (C-156) and ex p.leinod th ·~t the

Ncvy t riad t o fulfil the letter of Vc)):s :'.illcs and c..t the S ::'1i10

time ;11<'.1<-.; pr ogros s in l· ~.... vr.L dovc.Lopmont , Thus pr os pcct.Lvc flyers

got C' ye;, I" s t r <.i.n i ng bef or e: cnt c r-i .ng the N,'1.vy . Similo.rly, wh ile

no subrnar i.ncs wer-e bc i n; dove Loped in GCrJ:J.i'.ny t.h crc vttn:» ," ctivi-

t i -.:s i n HoLl.an d , Sp::.in and Fi nl C'.n d , not onl y in dcvcLop d.ng p.Lans

an d modoLa but o.l so i n ~ ct.urL construct ion .

Rl'.cdcr I n:c,er r og; tiQ..lb. by Honig"'. n , 8 Nov 45, P<'.g.::l_ _ •
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Likewise the s ame kind of p.lanrring and purposes a re

r eflected in t he tabl e of contents of n Hi s t or y of the Ger~~n

Navy, 1919 to 1939, f ound i n c~ptured officL~l fil es of the

Germ~n Navy . rllthough n copy of the book has not boan f ound,

the project w~s t o h~ve beoD 1~itten by Oberst Scherff,

Hitler 's s poc i r.L mi1it:>.ry l:i s t or i nn , and in fnct W.:1.S completed

bccau sc the t <'.ble of contonts r efers to t.h ., jn gc numb er-s of

the the t ext . The titles in this t .....ble of contents cLo cr-Ly

e s tnbl i sh the Navy p'Lanrrlng an d pr cpc r-ct.Lon to brock

Vors L'.illes nnd t o r 8buil d t he strength neces s L'. ry for nggres s i ve

wcr , The LabLc of centon cs i r:c l udcs such gcncr r L hcadi.ngs ns :

l imit it s ef fects" ( P:-o.rt ~'" ChL'. pt or VIII ) ; liThe i~;wy : Ful f i l l -

mont rnd ~...vo i.danco of the Vor-sci.Ll. cs "Trc<'.t:,r" (P,,-rt B, Ch.:'ptcr V);

"The N- vy, t he Vurs r:illcs Tr e, .t y , Fore i gn Countries" (P<'.rt C,

Chapt er IV); IIG~rm<'J1 Nnvy du~in3 t he r.li l itc.r .Y' freedom period

1933-1939 11 ( Pc.rt D, Cha pter I) . By order of l:itlcr, Scherff

had ac cess t o and could obt.a i n ,:\11 t he mat cr-i.c L he want od I'rom

lJe.vy f iles (RGe dor I nt errogation , 8 i\j ov 45) •

C-17 . Histor y of the GOri~<'.n N<1,vy 1919-1939 .

The pl.anned org<'.n iz<1t ion of t he Ht:vy budget for crnancnt,

mGasurcs WC.S ba s ed on a coord liT, tion of !TIi l i tar y dcvclopnl0nts

('.nd po.Li.t i.caL obj ect i ve s . Mi lit, .ry polit i cal dcvcIopmcnt, V!::'.S

s peede d up c.f ter v i t hdrc.w·::'. l f'r o.n t he Longue of N:' tions . This

do cument speaks of WL'.r t a sk s , w: .r and op cr r.t.Lon.tL p'Lan s , r.r l!lt.-

ment s t <:'.rget , et c .

"This org:' ni z<'..t i on of f in.~.nc i c::. l measures ovor Q.

number of y cr.rs a cc ording t o the n i l i tc.r .y vi.cwpoant is
f ound in t he hr rik1.I:lOnt Progr "mmo an d pr ovi de s [) for the
mili tar y Leade r-s :'. a ound br.s i.s f or their opcr-at.Lona 'L
consicler2.tions , .:'..nd b ) f or the pol iti cn l l ) <:'.dors [>.. clol'.r
pi cture of Vlh,-.t may be; nch.i.ovcd Vfi t h t h o Liilit:,.r~r means
ava 'i.Lab.Lo Dot 1: ,f; i vdn t irllC; . "

TI1C prlina.ry objccti ve WQ.S r o<:'.dinoss for a war vd t hout

<'.ny a l e r t pe r i od.

This document is identified nnd discussed in R0cder

Int crrogntion, 9 l~ ovomber 1945 .
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C-153 . Nnv~l j~rffinrllont Plc-.n for the
third nr mamcnt Phese 1934-1936 , ckted
12 1~y 1934 , signed by Raeder .

Hitler instructed Raeder- t o keep secret the U_Bo."l.t

construction program, al s o the act ual displ~cement and speed

of certain ships . \'lor k on U- Bo:·ts hc.d been go ing on in

Holland ~nd Spain . Secrecy w~s important because of the

pending Nc,~l negoti at i ons wi t h England.

C-189 . Raeder 's conversation ~nth Hitler
In June 1934; not signed but in Raoder 's
handvrrd.t.ing an d idontified by Raeder in
Int 8 Nov 45.

Hitl er proposed to put funds of the L.:'bor Front ['.t the

dispos~l of the Navy, in orGe~ to continue the vital increase

of the Navy C'.s pla~~ud . fu\cdcr oxpl~ins that the N~vy did

not get thB money fror.l Ley , but it was providod by Minister

of Finance, on Hitler I s order s , so th.:ct the Navy progrcm was

carried out .

C-190 . Raeder I s memor-andum of convcrsat.Lon
with Hitler on ·2 November 1934; not signed but
contained in Raeder I s pers onal file and identi­
fi ed by R~vdcr in Int S Nov 45 .

The development of t he arITk~il0nt industry by the usc of

for eign markct. s vras enc ouraged by the i~.::.V.i so th.:lt t his

industry would be :-> b10 t o supply t ho r cquirlJillent s of t he Navy

in cas e of need. This directive to the v nportnnt OKM do~.rt-

ments was for purpose of r educing s ecrecy so as to make improve-

ments ['.vai lable t o the industry f or competition in for eign

ffi<:'.rkets , since othor countries Hore making progres s al so

(Raeder I nt er r oga t i on by ionigan , $ ~ov 45).

C-29. lJircetiv0 of 31 J C'n 1933, by Rncder
f or German Navy to support the armament
industry .
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The Navy pr-ogr-am of surre pt itious r (;:,rffi91710nt in vi.o'Lat.Lon

of tre;:,.ty obLi.gct.Lon s , even bc f orc t he l'J<'.z i s came i nto power ,

is illustr ate d by <'..1': order of t b.u Ch Lcf of t he I'i:'I::'.l Conmand

(Rccdcr ) r og<lrJi ng th e c ons t r-uct.i.on or' c onc cr.Lcd t orpe do tubes

in E-Bcats . he or-der-ed th,' t t.or-pc dc tubes be: r-emove d an d

s t ore d i n the No..v.~.l .:,.rscnc.l , but t o 1)(; ke pt re::. c~y for ir.1ffiodi c.to

fitting . By using only tho parmi tt cd number a t any gi ven t i me

and st.oring t.h em a f t er E: ' ~t is±'" ct ory t.cst B-lg , t he fighting

strength of the E- Boo..t s HC.S c on s t.vnt.Ly i Clcr ·::C'.scd. T;,is or dor

concLudcs Nith t.hc st:.... t cncrrt t.hat tho II f' Lt ting of t he torpedo

tubus u pon a l l E-Boats i s i nt ende d <1S s oon rs t .hc si. t.ur t.i. on

of t he po.Li t i.cc .L control <!. llo·.is i t II •

C-141 . Ordor f or con ccaLcd arm.....rnorrt of
E- Boats , c>t,-.; d 10 Feb r uar -y 19 32 , and
s i.gncd by Ra cdcr , I dontifL d and dis cus s cd
by RC'.edcT i n I nt crTn,7"ti on 1 9 l JO Vl; ii'ib I.3r 19 L;.5 .

:.long s imi.Lar lin es , t.ho H"vy i':"~S .. Ls o carr-yi ng on t he

conccal. cd pr-cpr.r-ati.on of c.uxi 11i ::, ry cruisers under' t.h e

disguised dcs i.gnat.Lon o f "t .r-an s port ships 0 11 . 'I'll'.) pr cp,'.rat i ons

und er' t his 01'0 -.:1' \')(;1'':; t o be con p.Lct.cd by 1 « pr-i.L 193 5 . Rf1. 0c.:c:r

Ldcnt.Lfi.c d t his document, as having been pr-epar-ed under hi s

direction ; an d he t.akcs th e r-cs pons i.b Lli.t.y . tLt the time of

construction of t.hc s c s hips cs c onmcr-c.i.e.L ships , plans wer-e

made f or t heir con ...:ers i on (R<:eder Int er r ognt.i. on , 9 l';ovJli1bur

1945) .

C-166 . Or deT fr om Command OfficG of the
Nnvy , d~tcd 12 Mc.r ch 1934 , en d sign ed in
dr~ft by Groos .
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Among official Navy (OKM) fil~ s c ont~ining notes year

by yenr from 1927 t o 1940 on t.ho r " c cns t :-uction cf the

German Navy , ['.1'0 nume r-ous cxcmp.Lcs of t ho i~:,.vy l s nct.Lvf.t i c s

and policies , of which the f ollowinc are illustrations :

R . The (~i3 rl . '.cclnent 0::: t he b .~.ttl(;ships Sch<" .rnhorst­
lms ~ctu~lly gront0r

Gnoi.s cncu and F/dt han t.h o t.onnagcs whi ch had been notified

to t he Bri.tish .

DisplL'.c ~mont by T:ipe
Dr~ught

Length Beam c ct.ucL notified a ctua.L notified

Scharnhorst 226 .0 30.0 - 31.300 ts 26.000 ts 8. 55 7.50

IIFII 241.0 36.0 - 41. 700 ts 35.000 ts 8.69 7.90

IIHI II 254 .0 41.0 - 56. 200 ts 46.850 ts 9.60 8.40

or II H IP 254.0 41.0 - 56. 200 ts 45 .000 ts 9.60 8.15

or II H n p 254.0 41.0 - 56. 200 ts 43.000 ts 9.60 7.85

di.scr-op cncLcs , Ho Ldor.t i.f i.c d II F/ GII a s t he Bi sn::.r cl<:: and Tirpitz

bat.t.L cshi ps ; and he st ''.t..:;d thnt H I, H II, H III , were not

constructed.

b . I t WRS the .....vy ' s k .sl< t o prova.cc t he mor-ns of pO~IGr t o

carry out f' or -c i.gr. policy .

c . Drru't, s t.udy of NcvaL ·,'I'o3.rf.:-.re ,:,.g~'.in:=;t Engl.::nd ,.hich

cppcar-cd i n ovit,"'.bl e fo r tho f'ur-thorvnco of Gcrm...en pions .

C- 23 . Unsi.gn cd documcnt s I'cund i n of fi cial
N<:>.vy f i les cont.ciru.ng notes year by yo['.r fror.1
1927 t o 1940 on tho r econstruction of the
Geri!l.::n Nr.vy , nnd da t cd r espectively, 18 Fob
1938, 8 };;".r ch 1938, :~nd Supt \.:!f,bor 1938.
Idcntifiod and di s cu sse d by R~. ·.; der i n Int 9 Nov 45 .
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The Nc.vy const.a nt.Iy p.Lanne d :,nd comni.t.t.cd v i c.L r t.Lons of

a r mament l imi t.a..tions , ['.n d had pr e IX '· r eel some s ort of supcr-I'LcLa.L

exp.Lanati.on i n t.ho event of di.s covcr-y , Following ~ conference

wi th the Chief of " ..,II ScCtiofl, t: survey' Li.s t "d~'.S c ompi.Lcd gi vi ng

C'. careful Lnvcnt or-y of t.h e quont i t.y .".1'1 0 Lyp cs of GcrEl:'J1 N2.v.:: l

a rmament. a n d ommurri.t .Lon on hand, under' manu f'a c t.ur-o or c ons truc-

t i on , and i n many .inst.cncos pr opos cd, t oc oth or wi t h s t.a t.omon t.s

of j u s t i f i ca t i on or d .if'c nsc i n t hos e Lns t.a ncc s whe r e th e

Vcr s a .i.Llc s Trca t.y a Ll.otmcrit i s ex cee ded ; it cont. n.ins t hi rty

items under J} -r.::'.teri::~ l ht';Gsures ll and f ourteen Ltoms under

lIiv1ca s u r cs of Organiz::tt i on ll • '1h0 II ... " Section 'Ha s t hJ mi l it.:ery

dcpcr-t ncnt. of the N.:'.vy (Blombcl"g I n t crrog-·t i on 1;2 Oct ; R'..i cdc r

lnt 9 Hov 45) .

He oxpl.aincd th.:'.t it U.J.S pr-epared by .:en off'Lc.i nL of t.he N,:,-vy

fo r the Lnf'ormat i.on <':'.n d us c of t he Gor!;l::m r cpr .:;s -.;n t :etivc :'.t

L r.r t 'th 0 caguc of 1"2. .ion s , Tho purpos e '1t; ~ S t o g i vo t hi s

r-opr-os cnt r.t i,vc r e por t s on str ength rmd cquLpmcnt. , whi ch did

not comply wi t h V,'rs ::'.il1 0s requ i rements , .~'.nc: :'.1 50 t o Gi ve him

some help i f ot her count r i es h.:'.d f oun d out ,,- bout s o;,c of these

thi ngs (~~eder ln~, 9 Nov 45) .

C- ')2 . Survey r eport of Gcrruan N~~v.J.l «rrnamcrrt
;:,f t c r conf'ci- onco wi til Chi ef of ".. " Section ,
d~tc d 9 Sop 1933; not signed but pc.r t of ~1

of f i ci21 N~vy file .
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INDICTMENT PlillAGRAPH IV (F) 2 (b)

On 14th October 1933 , t t oy led Germnny to 10nve
the I nt ernntional D'i.s rirmamcnt, Con t'cr-cncc arid t he
Lengu e of Nnt ions .

Hi.s t .ory r ecords t.hat, on 13 Uctober 1933 , Ger m..any withdr ew

from the Intcrnationo.l Di.sarmarnerrt Conrcr-enco an d from the Leagu e

of Nations . They took t his a ct.Lon when it became evident t k .'.t

th e Dis n.rmament Conference would not la9ad t o the r esult s they"

des ired. n ,ey t ook t his oppor t uni t y t o br e('.k away from t he

int ernational negotiations and t o taka an aggressi ve posit ion

on an is sue whi ch would not be seri ous cnougii t o pr ovoke

r eprisn1s from other countries . ;"t t ho some time , Gormnny

at tached so much import anc e to this action thnt t hey ser iously

considored t he poss i bi l ity of the a pp.l.i.czrt.Lon of sanct i.ons by.

other c ount.r-i.e e , Jl.nticip::ting tho probr.b.Lo nr t.ur-o of su ch
sanctions , and t he countr i es which might ilpply t hem, plnns VIere

made f or milit c..ry pr cpar rrt i.ons of armed r-cs i st.mco on Len d; i'.t

sen and in tho t'.i r , in a directiv e from tho Roic h iviLli stor f or

Defense (Blomberg) t o Head of i1.rmy High COli1mand (Frits ch) , Hcn.d

of Navy High Commend (RC'.odcr) r'.nd Reich Minister of ,:.ir

(Goering) .

C-140 . Directive f or t ho h.rmcd Forces
i n cnsc of sanct i ons , Q1.ted 25 Uct 1933,
ilnd signod by Blomborg .

Following the wi thdrawa l from the Lcagu 0 of Nntions ,

Germany I s armam t program was still further Lncr-eas od ,

C-15') 0 Naval ;,rmrunent Plcm 1934 t o 1936,
signed by Raeder, 12 May 1934, paragraph 5.
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nmICTMENT P;ill.Ji.GRAPH IV (F) 2 (c)

On lOth Mar ch , 1935 , the defend~nt GORING
announced that GcrITkcny WGS bui l ding G milit~ry

a i r f orco .

It is like,use Q r~,ttcr of hi s t or i cGl r ec ord that on

10 ivinrch 1935 , Goering .J,S .d.r X,li ni s t cr end C i n C of Air

Forces annotmccd thQt Gcrmony was bui l di ng G military a i r

f orce .

J~lthough it was t acitly known that Germany was working on

em a.Lr forc e , t his was not t ho subject of any open discussion .

However , on 9 or 10 Mc: r ch 1935 , the Nc:~zis felt tha t the tdmo

had come when they could brr.aonl.y flaunt the r estriction of

the Versailles Treo.ty. In direct viol:-tion of ;'rticle 198

of this Tro~ty, Goering ~nnounced t he bui l ding of Q .milit~ry

ad,r force . The G,.;rmD.n Govcrnncnt gave notice t o tho ot her

governments of the ex i s t ence 0 f ,":'. Gcrm::m ,'.i r Force .

T.C . 44. Officin.l r-epor-t of British ,i'.ttache
t o Br i t i sh ;.mb~ss lldor in Berlin .

2292- PS . Intervievl of Goaring by r epresentative
of t ho Lon don Daily lYia i l ; tr...m s .Lat.cd f r om Gcrm;:m
r-epor-t i n ;. r ch i v , lVlar ch 1935 , page J.82 .
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INDICTMENT P.<Jl..GIkFH IV (F) 2 Cd)

On 16th M~rch, 1935 , tho N~zi conspir~tors
promulgated 0. l aw f or universal military
service, in which they sto.ted the poac o­
time strength of t.he German ~·.rmy would be
fixed at 500,000 mGn~

Having gone as far ~s they could on r8armw~ont and the

secret training of per sonnel , the nCh~ step necessary to the

progrmn f or prept. r i'.tion of .,:ggr oss i vo wo.r vie» ::' Lar-ge- scc.Lo

increas e in mi.Li.t.ar-y strongth , which would hr vo to be known

to the war l d. uccordingly, on 16 ~:rch 1935, there was

promu1g2tcd n lo.w f or univcrs~l ni l i tary service .

1654-FS . Procl~l~tiou and t ext of law,
1935, RGB, P~rt I, page 369 .

T.e. 4S. Pr omulgation by th0 German
go ve r-nment, t o tho Gormo.n people and lew
on the introGuction of conscription ,
16 fubr ch 1935 . Offici~l tro.nsl~tion by
British Foreign Offic e .

Introduction of universal mi l i tary servic e marked the

tr<msition to t he l c.rgc- s c2.1e r carmamorrt pr'ogram,

Intcrr~go.tion of Koitel, by Dodd,
31 .iugust. 1945, pages 24 t o 27 .
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On 21st Mt .y 1935 , they fnlsely ann oun ced to the world,
with i nt ent t o de cei ve ~nd ~116Y f aars of aggres s i ve
intentions , th .....t they woul d r ospect the t erritorial
lL~it~tions of the Vorsailles Tr~aty ~nd comply with
the 10c~rno P~cts .

.. s part of thoir progrcm t o weaken r-esLst.anco i n possible

enemy States , the Nnzis followed a policy of mnki ng fals e

assurances of a forceful natur0, theroby t onding to create

confusion and a f alse s on s e of s ecur ity . Thus, on the sa~c

d~to that Germany r enounced the ~rjn8ilent provisions of the

Versailles 'I'r-cat.y, Hitler announ ced the ant .ent of tho Germnn

Govcrmaent t o r~spcct the t Grritorial lLuitntions of Versailles

and Loccrno ,

liThe GOril1an GovvrnnlCnt wi l l t herefore unconditionnlly
r espect t he c.rt i cles conccrni ng the mut.ur.L r cl;,tions of
tho nrt i.ons i n ot her rcspcct. s , including the t erritorinl
provisions , and th os e: r .cv.i s i.ons , 1/

II I n p<-'\ r t i cuk r , thuy (Gorrnen government) wi.Ll, uphold
and fulfil ~ll oblig~tions a r i s ing out of the 1 0carno
Treaty, so l ong a s th e ot.h ur p:' r t i..::s ar o on t heir side
r eady t o st.and by that pa ct , II

2288-P~ . Hitl~r s pee ch, 21 May 1935 .

Tho Locarno and Versailles Treo.ties cont.c.i,n the f oll owing

provisions :

RHTIi2: PJ',CT OF LOCJ.PJW, 16 Oct 1925 :

J·.rticle 1. The High Contrr\cting P....rtius s::ollectively
an d severally gu<'. rantee , in the mt'.nncr provided in tho f ollowing
:.rticl es , t.h oma.irrt cnanco of the t.or-r-Ltor-LcL stntus guo result­
ing from the f't-ont i. cr-s between Goriilc~ny and Belgium and botwoon
Oormany an d Fr anco , and the Lrrvi.o.Lab.i.Lf.t. y of tho s ni.d frontic:rs
as fixed by or in pursucnc o of the Trc.:1ty of P0~CC signed at
Vors~illcs on Jill1C 28, 1919 , r\nd p.ls o tho obs ~rv0.ncc of the
stdpu.l.ct.Lons of ~1.rt iclos 42 and 43 of the said Trof'.ty concern­
ing the demilib .risad zono ,

VERSl~ILLES TRE;.TY, 2B June 1919 :

i.rticlo 1..;.2 . "Ger m::.ny is forbiddon t o ma.i rrt.a Ln or
cons t r u ct any f'or-t.i.f'Lc at.Lons ci.t.nc r on tho l oft bank of tho
Rh.ine or on th o right bank to the west, of Ct line dr-awn 50
kilometres to the East of the Rhino. II
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Hr t i clc 4.'i . II I I I t .hc ['.:;':2 dcfi n cd .'">.bovo t.hc maa.n t.cnan co
,~.n (i. t.ho r.s scmbLy c· l' .. r mod f'or ccs , ·:.i t h ..:: r pcr mr ncnt. Ly or tcmpor ­
o.r i 1;r , and r:,ilit""'.l'.'i r"'~~h;UV .r S d ' ,n:: k i nd, :s w.:;;ll ,:'.2 tho u pke e p
of ~ 11 P~·. 1'~~l,: ....n cn t, ~ i(' rks f or E-..0::· i l i z -- t .i.on, ::.re: i n t.h o snmo V;<l;l

forbidden . II

Q1 7~~h k r-ch , 1 c,~J6 , tb",y 1',.;occul,Ld :'11d f'or-t.Lfi.c d
tL::. llh in0L.nd, in vi o1 .. t.Lon \)i' tho '.ll'l; ··t y of
~T·..; r :3 ." .i l.Lc s :'.:, -.1 t.h ., RhinC.: r.ct. of LO C0.l'no of 16th
UCc o!L r 19 25 , . n; f"'.l .s :..;i.y r.nncunccd t o t.hc ':;[..1'1d
t h ..·t lf ~. '!0 n . ivc ri O:) t :..r~it .~;ri .:~l dCl":":rl,n :J.s t o ..::-.k ·'J .i.n
:GUT.JpC . II

with t.h , fL zis c v ci: e.in cc i t s c ::; t " ::>l i s hn ont ".ft·:-r \lc·r1 ~:: H I' I .

pr i.c.c , bu t. i t

F1C'.r:.s fOl~ t·11\.3 r " " ' c n , ,,l'~ "" '; :""; ..... r t.h c R't"l'1, · ,1 :OJ' (1'v \. .(.{ . U ..L'>. _ .• ...J_ _ , ... ...... 1 J.

pl:--:l i s i d...; ;-;.t i f L; c:. ~')~T Blo:nb , :::~ £..-!. ,G". nilit:'.ry op.rrc t i.on t o

Such ". p l :',n '·;·' .S di ructly i:~ vic1 ·,t i ·:;D of V"rs".il1os and Loc ".r~10 ,

Bl o, .b rg. c l ' i: ..3 t.h t t.r.Ls p. rt.i.cul. :u - pL>n v: s not the

of c ompu.Ls cr-v :-1iliV.ry scr-vi c« on 16 .,l,rc h 1935, ( I ntc;rrCl p::o.t i Cln
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There are ce r t ain point s in opcr-c t.Lon lISciml ung ll whi.ch

a re inconsist ent with Bl.ombcrg I S purcLy dcf'cns i, ve exp.lnnc t i.on ,

The opc r-r.t i.on was t o be car-r i.cd out ~'. S ~. II sur pr i se b.Low '-1.t

l i ghtning s peed" (Schlag2ortig a Ls Ucbcrfa l l -p:::tr I . 1 ) ; t he

;~ir Forces wer0 to provide "suppor-t for the at.t.ack" ( pD.r 11.3 . 20) ;

there was t o be "r-e 'in f'or-cemont ••• by the Ee>.st Prus sion Dvis i ons II

( par . II . 1) . Furthermore, t his do cument, is dated 2 lvi,:.y 1935,

whi.ch is about, six weeks :;fter t he pr'omuL ga t.Lon ef the conscrip-

tion l aw on 16 Mr-.rch 1935.

The a ctual r coccu po t i.on did not t2.k '-' p.Ia co unt :i.l 7 ll.~.rch 36,

s o th ~t t his ear ly pl~1 would ncco s s :.r i ly h~vc b~en t ota l ly re\~scd

t o suit the ex i s t ing c ondit i ons and speci f i c objectives . n.l t hcugh

the plan doos not ncnt i.on Rhineland , i t h2.S <'.11 tho indic:'.U.ons

of a Rhincl~d opcr2tion and i t is i dentific d by Blo~berg :.s

[]. Rh i.noLr.nd p.Lan , Thr.t. tho dct.ai.Ls of t Lis p.l.r.n were n ot the

ones a ct.un Lly carr i e d out , GOC S not dJtr'ct f ror, t ho vi.t.aL f ;'.ct

thr.t as ear-Ly as 2 May 1935, t he Gc rmC'.ns had C'.1 rc:,::'.c.y p'Lannod th ,:t

operat ion , not mero1y a s a staff p1~ but a s ~ defini t o opcr a -

-
t i on . This top secr-et, orci..;r f rom t ho Reich r...ii n i s ter of Uofcnse

was written in 10ngh~nd and sign 0d by Dl~~borg; i t c1<'.5 ~ddressed

t o t he Ch.i.cf of t he 1.rmy High Ccsnmcn d (Fr i t s ch ) , Chi e f of the

Navy High Command (Rnodcr) , and the Reich i; i n i s tc: r for Hi I'

(Goer ing), a n d thore wer-e probably or..Iy those :3 copi es made

of the documcnt. , It was ovd.dcnt.Ly not. on t heir t i::lo- t ,"'.blo t o

cur-ry out the opcr nt.Lon so s oon- -if it c ould be; c vc i.dc d ; but

t hey ,~rG preprIod t o do s o i f necossary t o r esis t Fr ench

sc.nctions ,,-gai n st t huir c onscription I o.w.

C- l'39 . Diroc tive s igned by blor.lb -::: rg and
dar.c.d 2 Ivk .'y 1935, rmd di.s cuas c d i n B10nnorg
Int errog :ti~ns 10 Oct and 12 Oct .
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The a ct.ua .L or-der-s on the ba s i,s of which tho Rhinclc:nd

r eoccup....'.t i en '1:£1.S carrie d i n t c cxo cut i.on on 7 Ivlar ch 1936 ,

were Ls suc d on 2 l~i'''.rch 1'73 6 , by t h o lI<'..r l.lini s tcr ::..nd CoiTun2n der-

in-Chief of the L.rJ:1e d Forces (Blomb\;rg) an d addr-es s od t o t h e

Comm2.nder-in- Chicf of tho ,',ray lFritsch) , Commo..ndor-in-Chiof

Navy ( Ra oder j , end air Mi n i s ter an d C-in-C of rtir Force

(Gocr ing) •

C-159 . Order signed by Blon bcrg ~nd

d~ted 2 M~rch 1936 , i dentifie d by
Blomborg i n Interrog,-.tion , 12 October .

The or-der-s f or nava.L c oopcrv.t.Lon in t.ho ovir-aLl, ex e cut i on

of the Rh.inc.Land oporr .t.Lon \'10rO Lasue d on 6 14.". r ch 1936 , in f orm

of an orde r on bchnLf of Reich 1,1ini ster f or \l.-:.r U:310mb :..r g )

sign 0d by hcitel ~nd a ddres se d to C-in- C N~vy, ~nd ~n order by

C-in-C N~vy, s etting out cct~iled ins tructions f or Flotil la

l oader and t h e " dr,'ir,"ls cormr.ndtng i n BcLt.Lc and Nor th Soc.•.

C-194 . Ord~rs by haitel
6 l'l:'..rch 1936; icicntifL;d
Interro.c~ '''.ti on 8 Nov 45 .

an d R" · ·' G' C'~C o. .. '. ~.""'" ' .l )

by R...,c d" r in

For the historical cn pha s i s of the occ~sion , Hitler rr~de

a moment ous spe e ch in which he said :

"In a c c or dan c e wi t h tho fun danont. a L rights of the
nati on t o secur e its fronti3r and insu~c it s possibilities
of de f ense , t he Gcrm~n government, h .wc t (,'Ct0.y r-cs t.or-c d
t he full r.n d unr-cst.r-Lc t.c d s ovor-ci. gnt.y of G.r raany i n the
d,]mi l i t? r i s e d z on e of tho Rhirl~b n d , II

2289- PS . Hat.Lcr speech , 7 .;l<.trch 1936, a nd
uonornn dum by Gorc:.m gover nment, r cs pcct.Lng
t h e Fr-anco-Sovf. ct, Tr o t y , tho Tr-c ct. y of
Lo carri e , a n d tho ck;n i l i t o? r i zod. zone in the
Rhinel ['.nd, 7 1i:::. r ch 1936 .

Sc., aLs o T.C . 46 , Gc:rr.l ,~n mcno rv.ndum t o the
s f.gna t. or-i.cs of' t h o Locl~rno P:~cts r O:'.ssurting
full Gormr:.n s ovor-ci. gnt.y over Rhinolcmd,
7 W~rch 1936 ; of f i c i [l. l tr~nsl~ti on by tho
Br i t i sh Foroign Offico .
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ns a result of the prct.cst s l odged with tho LC~l.gUG of

Nat.Lons , the Council of the League me de an inv(;s\~igation

~d announced the following finding :

IITh..-, t tho German government, h3.S CI)i.r·,;itte d Co broach
of Hrticle 43 of tho Tre.-~ty of Vcl·s r:illas by causing
on M~rc~ 7, 1936, military f or -ces t o enter and os t .abLi.sh
t.homsoLves in tho dorrlLi.t.ar-Lscd zon e r cf'cr -r-cd t o in
J~rticlc 42 an d the f'oLl.owing ,',rticlcs of Lhat. Trc:,ty J and
in the Treaty ef Locarno , II

Lec·guG of No.tions monthly suramary , lJarch , 1936,
Volume 16, F Ee 78; quot cd by Quinc;{ Wright , in
.imer-Lc zm J our-naL of - nt cr n. t.i. on a L Law, page 487 •
•.Ls o in Schuman, Eur ope: en Lho Evo, p , 218 .

l ,t tho same time on 7 M<'.rch 1936, a s t.h c Gormans r e occupied

t he Rhi.n o.Lan d in f'Lc.grant. viol:'tion of Vcrs"-'.illos a nd Loc .::'.rno

t.hcy trie d t o a Ll.ay tho f L. -:'..rs of ot.hc r Europ c.?n PUWCl'S an d Lead

th..:::m i nto 2. false s ens e of s ecurity b:,r armouncLng t o t.h .. w")r ld

that li vre h .... vo no t crritori~l dcrrrmtls t e raako in Eur op :J . tt

(" HiI' nabcn in Europ.:'.. k c i.n o t crritori:,Lm I'or-dorung cn zu

stcllcn tt
) .

228..2:-1'8 . Hitlor spcoch , 7 Mc~r ch 1936.
So,-- "-'.lso Vl~olkishor Bc obacht. cr , B . ~rlin

edi t i on , 8 ihr ch 1936, pr .gc 6, t.c p of
c olumn 1.
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I.R.GUhENT ..: .NIJ CONCLUSI ON

h ost of th,; .ict.s sot, f or t h in thi s p~'. Y'['.gr.:.ph of th e I ndict-

rn.....n t do not n co d jUd:i.c i "l proof bee r-us c t hey ~'. ::" ..; h i.stor Lcc.L f'a c t.s ,

Likj~';i s ~, t i~ 0 <..;Xist ·...: IiC-,: o f pr i :-r p.l.an s and pr-e p; rat.Lons i s

h . " l ' t.t .
C '''''. r~,t C T.I~'': l~ 0 1 v l~ ·...: n ~l. Z l

Law i s ccnt. ai u ;\..~

f or Count. 'L1C, :;f L :." Inc~~. c t.' ! ·.::nt .

up an ~:. :i.r f (.r c o •

0:1 21 :,.":: 35, t .l: ..... / f~:ls ·...;l ,: T .mnoun ccd t h -t t 1'-- .1 ....rouLd r-espe c t,

the cv> s i cn , c i .r-cur,V(;nl:.L ;L --'n (, vi.c-L t i on of i n t.or-nr.t.Lon :~ l ob.l i.ga -

t.i. cna ·--.nd t. r-c- t ics • They sto;Jr c c: : t nothi ng ; t.he c cns pi.r a cy had
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TIN <.~ c complishmcnt of all th GSC thi ng s , t oget her with get t i ng

Vvrsnil10s ou t of th3 wo..y , constitute d :'.n op,ming of the gntes

t-ower-de tho specifi c aggres s i on s which f ollowed•
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