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Brief of
Interrogation of OTTC CHLENDORF

by
It Colonel S. *i. DBrookhart
30 October 1945, Ak

CHLENDCRF skectched the area of operations for Einsatz Gruppe D on a

mep to desiynatc where operations had been carricd out during his year
of command,

OHLENDCRF was unablc to identify document 654~1'S, but was familiar it
with certain actions taken pursuant to the policy expresscd therein, He - %%
. cxplaincd in what particulars he believed the policies became effective B -

agrinst Jows and Toles, and in what particulars there was no subsequent
action. .

OHLENDCRF identified document 1-3164 He was unable to identify Ci
docunent L-5. The rost of tho pession was taken up with his explanation &8
of why he considered Thicrack, Minister of Justice, as hawving done the 3
best job he could under the circumstances.

There will be a further interrogation of Ohlendorf at a later session %
on opcrations-of the SD and the Gestapo. !
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TiBe & o ¢ 4 &« « w9 s & o & o 2 Noverber 1945, PM

Not all SD agents were known,even in RSHA.  liost local agents wefe
chosen by district leaders. No central list of names was ever mede. This
was a secrecy precaution which was maintained at all tines. Ohlendorf's
position was str‘onger because not even Himmler could require the named of
all agents. Ohlendorf docs not know the total number of SD agents but
estimtes that Amt III had about 3,000 full time employcces of whom about
350 were in the head office. He belicves the honorary members outnumbered
the full timec agents 10 for 1. The latter werce not paid and came from every
walk of life. Vhile the overwhelming percentage were SS, he doesn't belicve

this was truc of all.
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Interrogatioi of o , & . + . . OTTO CELINDORF
BY « ¢ o « o 4 ¢ 4 v s« o o Lt. Col. Brockhart

Timu b & o s & 5 s 0 s e s s 3 NOVLIﬂbbr 191&5, i‘]l'-{

Ohlendorf dictated an affidavit regarding the organization of the SD
and Gestapo which he will exccute when it has been pruparud in German.

Ohlcendorf also dictated for uxecution an affidavit regarding Kalten-
brunner's responsibility in the RSH..

A third affidavit by Onlendorf relates to the actions by Cinsatz units

on the¢ eastern front,
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Ohlcndorf has known Funk sineec 1935 nnd has had closcer conncetion
since 1938 when Ohlendorf became Chief of Reichamroup Commerec, witn
more personal contact in 1943 when Ohlcendorf submitted a mesorandwi
ageinst self responsibility for the economic program of Syoer, Ministcr
of Armament, snd Kerrl from the Ministry of Economy. Ohlcndorf objceted
to methods employed to obtain business secrcts from competitors under
guise of their being furnished to the State when they werce actunlly
made available to the same busincss leaders who operated government
departments and personally benefited from such disclosures, Guotas for raw
matcrizl, for the amount of production, decisioms for financing industriel
and commercial enterprises were partly decided upon by the same people
who benefited from the arrangement of such quotas. Ohlcndorf's sicmorandum
vas u SD report and Minister Fuaok nsrecd with his conclusions.

o Sigmwme e g

Funk =nd Ohlendorf opposed the closing of private industry and both
were in opposition to further expansion of enterprises owned by SS. SS
intercsts were broad and extended to numerous industries, including agri-
culture, electrical and particularly the armaments industry made through
the concentration camps. Thesc enterprises were neaded uw by Pohl and
were nlways kopt secret within Pohl's orgmnization. Pohl's zim was to {
produce wverything the SS necded nand hc wus cunstaantly trying to sct cu '
increasc in funds both inside and outside the Reich buuget. SS interests
were substautial bubt Ohlendorf as un~ble to estisiatc thoir asset value
of the income therefrom. Concentration cauws figurcd proamineantly in SS
industrinl uctivities and Ohlendorf bulicves that labor frow these cwaps
was used for scveral special projects such as the V-1 znd V-2 proxrams
and the jet propelled aireraft. Ohlendorf belivves thet corruption was
coswion in the aduinistration of SS arojects, but said thuat investigation
by his agecuts was difficult because any agent found investigeting by Pohl
woula be interned in a concentration camp. '

Ohlcudorf said that SS obtnincd 1ts oroperty from the State after
it had becu confiscated. He mentioned tnat payments were imade to the
Statc, but did not cxplain who deteriined the price or in what manner
payments were arranged. The Minister of Finnnce decided the price in
most cases, but it is difficult to say what proportion because some of "
this confiscated property was under the jurisdiction of some other re-
source or individuals.

Ohlendorf said that the SD salnriecs were puid out of party funds
issucd by Schwnrz, Pnrty Trensurer, vhereas thc secrot police zand all
civil servants were paid by the St~tc. All funds required for expenses
of honorary SD agents who were not on any regular payroll also came from
the party under heading Intelligence Funds on recuest of RSHA, ~nd werce
tronsmitted in turn to local sectors for appropriate distribution.
Ohlendorf belivves that funds for the construction of concentration camps
originally came from the Statc. The lcsal basis for protective custody
origineted with Frick and the finaincial affairs were under the Ministry of
Finenecs
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(Interro:; tion of OHLENDORF, Otto « - - U Novenber 1965 ..... cont'd)

Pohl, as head of the main department for economy and administration
of the SS ncgotinted roout the SS budzget with Schwnrz, but actoerminced
sulnries of pursomel wader his jurisdiction. These salaries usually
were higher than those paid in the RSHA and Knltcnbruniner, wno was on good
teris with Schwarz, went dircetly to Schwarz to obtein u more equit«ble
salary adjustament, which was cpproved. Ohloadorf was unable to identify
R-102, the Octobar 1941 monthly report on Eiasatz Groups, but stated that
similer reports existed as prepared by Kommendo Stab in RSHA and that tne
large distribution (100 copies) indicated that it was circulated through-
out RSHA and to Goebbels, Lammers and Goering, but not necessarily to all
the Ministries.

Ohlendcrf was unable to say whether K=ltenbrunner was informcd about
the administration of SS propertics or cuntorprises or interested therein.

Reports addressced to outside or higher authorities from Dusart-went
Chicfs of RSHA wcre all routed through Kaltenbrunner,
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Witness examined presentation 61-SPD-0CC, being 2 chart of

RSHA. Witness suggested three changes and declared he would certify

as to the correctness of the chart.

Witncss also suggested two slight changes in presentation No. 53.




