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The sections of the m di d ment covered in t his brief are

the f ollowing :

Deutschen Ar be i terpal'te i (Commonl y i\nown an the S5) Ineluding Die

Sicherheitsdienst (Commonly Kn~wn as the SD) -. Page 36~

LEGAL REFER.~NCES

Article 9 of Section II "JURISDICTION ii!'J1) GEdERAL

PRINCIPLES" of t he Charter of the Interne. tional Mi l i t ar y Tribunal,

page 2 :

"At th e trial of any individual membe r of any
gr oup or organization t he 'I'rlbuna L may decLare (.i n
connect i on vii.Lh c:.!'..y act. of 1'1..1-:' ~~ the indivi dual may
be convicted ) tha t the g~oup o~ o~ga!iza tion of
which the m dividual was a merncer Via s a criminal
organization ,

"Afte r r ec'3ipt of t.he Jn d.:'ctment t he T:,ih~;nal

shall give such no t ice as i t th i Xlk;:: fi:', 1:[13.." .~.}, ':}

nrosecution iy!t.e n.:l.'J t 0 ~J. sy. t~Q 1'~' : ; l) 'l:: :J. :'_ " ,") ":".:1.:'::e such
dec.laration and any mE";!noo '(' 'Jf ':, he o:: 'ga·L'.:i ~ ::>. :~ .O[~ -'[,;.:.1
be ent it l e d -1:.0 f1.P:J;J -:0 .'.:.he Trib\':na:'" i.c : ::.. ..~.: ·e. ~ ,.) be
heard by t h3 Tr:;.1:;..1.:::mJ. upon i.he ques :i or, of t: ~ ., -:-r :..1'.i !la l
charcc t.er of t~-B 0r g9 n:·i . ze..·i ~ ion The ':n.L'u~l:J: ~ G hQ. ~::'

have POVl'6 J:' to ~ ~'. ~~()W oz r3JA ,~-c, 7-he :....pp:1j . .:3 :~,:on I :>' ~·ho

appLi.ca'cd.on i s a:::'G'~-3d .. the Tri'uuD?.i m"7 di 7:'e:,t J.n what
manner th:J app.Li.cerrts sa a Ll, be represented and heard, "
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STATEMENT OF EVlDIllNCE

I . DEFINITION, ORIGIN, li1:""JB~RSHIP
AND EARLY DEVELOPMEN't-

A. Definition

The "Schut.zat.af'feL der NSDJ.·)1t (SS) was one of tlle seven "formations"

or "branches" of the Nat i ona l S(~l:-list Party, - or ..JJ.l:,i - ' +-, ~ ')ns whi ch f'orrned

an integral part of the Na zi mov ·~ .nt .

...
1725-PS, Decree for Exp. , ~ution of t he law for 3ecur~"'''V

of t he Uni t y c ~ ':';le Party, 29 Mar ch 1935,
Reichsgesetzblct~ (1935) I, p . 502.

2640-PS, Organisationbuc '1. 1er NSDAP (1943) p . /.;.17

It derived from the "Stosstrupp Hi.L,L'.r", a srra Ll, headquarters de t .e :h:lel t

the SA, which vas outlawed with t.h e l':azi Party and t. be SA in Novembe r ::"923 .

after the abortive Munich putsch.

1992-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Auf gabe der SS und der Poli~e1" ,

publishe d in Nationalpolitische Lehrgang (1937))
p. 137

2284-PS . dl Alquehj Die SS, p. 6

It was reestablished as the "Schutzstaffel" (Protective Squadron) in 1925 .

199~PS . Himmler, "Wesen und Auf'gabe der SS und de r .PoLfze L",
published in Nationalpolitische Lehrgang (1937) ,
p . 137

2284-PS . d 1Alquen, Die SS, p. 6

On July 20, 1934, it was made an independent formation of the NSDJi.P, directly

responsible to Hitler, under the command of Heinrich Himmler , Reichsfuehrer-

SSe

l857-PS . Announcement of creation of SS as independent
formation of NSDAP, Voelkischer Beobachter ,
26 July 1934, p . 1 .

2284-PS . d1Alquen, Di e SS, p . 13

Although technically equal in status t o the other s even formations of

the NSDAP, actually it wa s the elite corps of the Party and became the most

powerful organization in the Nazi state .

B. Origin

The SS was originaJ.1y created to perform the function of acting as

proteotive guard for Hitler an:l. other party Ie ader-a , In 1925 when the pro-

hibition against the NSDAP, imposed in November 1923, was lifted and party

activity again resumed" the Storm Troops (Sturmabteilung cr SA) continued

to be outlawed. To take the place of the SA, Hitler organized small mobile

squads (Schutzstaffel) to serve as his private t roops and police force i n

politically hostile territory.

- 2-
. .-:. .....

• I

, ~,

I ~,

I

j



-"ZO~-t'Cf; - Q' JU.qU~Il, U.LC- CXr, p . - ,---- - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ......;• .1

1992-:E~) Himmler, "\'1esen und Aufgnbe der SS und der Polizei",
published in Nat ional pol it is che Lehrgar~ (1937) ,
p . 137 . .

Wi t h the r e inst at ement of t he SA in 1926, t he Schutzstaffel (SS) f or a

few years ceased to be of importance, a .It.hou gh it continued a s an organi-

zation within t he SA under its own le ader, the Rei chs fuehrer SS, who was

subject t o t he Chief of Staff of the SA .

1991·-PS. Hi..mnle:.o .. 1:~Ve3t.n und Auf'gabe de r SS und de r Polizei",
pu~~LGhed in ationalpoli t i s che Lchrga~ (1937),
p . 137

l859-PS . Espe, Da s Bu.ch der NSDA? (1934)

On 6 January 1929 Heinrich Himrnler wa s appointed a s Re.i.che f uehr-or- SS

with expre s s instructions t o f orm t he SS into an el i te and t horoughly

dependable organization .

1992-PS . HirnrrJ.er , "Wos on und Aufgabe der SS und de r
Pol ::"zei", pub Li.sh ed in 1 a t ionalpol i t is che
Lehrgang (1937 ) , p . 137

2284-PS . d tAlquen , Die SS, p . 7

He proceeded t o r eorganize it by es tabl ishing t he strictest Nazi standards

for selection and training, t o expand i t in size, t o gi ve it new functions

and to deve lop it into a powerful organization .

C. DeveloDment of t he SS a s an Elit e ~azi Corp s
-~

1. Requiremer.t s f or ~i!ember ship -

The first principal of selec tion was t hat of Blood and Eli te (Blut und

Aus l e se )

l85l-PS . Himmler, P..~~.::~PE~,Rtu(f~.ln als anti- bol s che wist che
Ka;T1pforga.'1:!.: :c:.L.:.. o~~) p , 20

As Hirrmler stated in a s peech t o t he Viehr macht (publ i.sln d in 1937):

"I am a stz-ong believer in the doctrine that , in t te
end , only good blood can a chieve t he greatest en­
dur ing tl~.i .r~gs" St.reng thened by t his conviction of
min e .• I be gan to work on t .hLs prob I em, I t means
th at a ct.uo.Lly on Iy good bl. ood, ac cor-ddrig t o our
r eadi ng of h.i.stoz-y, is t o be cons i dered as the l eading
cr-oatlve e.Loment, in eve r y s t.at.e , and, in par-t.LcuLar,
of £:.11 rr:::'li ·~.a':'y acti.vi.t~r._ t ha t is t o s ay.. on.ty Nordi c
blood. I said to r:lyse:Lf ·i:.hat 1tlould I succeed in
selec:'ing f'rom the German people f or this organi zation
as many a s possible '/\ho pos ses e -;Obis de s Lr-ed b I ood, a nd
in t.eacrring ·i:.hcm mi.Ll tar-y d~.s .:ipli.m and tho unde r standing
of t he value of blood and t he entrr e i deoJ.ogy r e sul t ing
f x-om i t , th en i t woul.d b e posrub.J e act.ual I y t o create
such em elite orga.\i~atlorJ. as wor.Ld sueces sfully hold its
own i n all c as es of emecgency" 0

1~:..o~?::P.9.s. Him:nler , "\\Tes en und Imfgabe der- SS und de r
po}..~.'~d 1:, pub Llsheu ::n Nationa1politis che
lJ3;,rgC'.ng (19)7 ) , p , 1380

Every A.ppEcnnt was r-squ.ir'ed to establish his No r di c descent go i ng back t o

l8J O and , :L"1 the case of an of fi cer candidate, to 1750.

- 3 -
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1992-PS . f{immlet; "Wesen und Aufgabe de r S3 und der

Polizei 1t j . publishe d in Na ti onal pol i t i s che
Lshrgang (1937), p . 140 .

Standatds of height and Nordic appearance were es t ab l i shed, both as an

aid to insuring th e appl i cant I s "ge ed blood II and a s an end in the msolves .

1992 -PS, Himrnl6:'l:' , lIWesen und l,uf gabe de r SS und de r
PO:I.:! .ze:J.II ) pub.'..'.s:, ed in H~.t.ionalpo1i t.i.s che
Lehr-gang (2.')3-'.'; pp.. 138.• 139.- 141.

Mor eove r , to Incure the Co!, r~:iJ. <'J:J.1)ce of "good blood ", an order of the

Reichsfuehrer SS of )1 De C8IT1:;e r 19JJ. prohibi ted mar-r Lage by any SS man

except upon authorization from the Rei ch efue hrcr SS, such author izat ion being

conditional on establishing that the prospective bride met the s ame r equire-

ments as to health, descent and i ceological backGround a s the SS man hiw~elf .

1992-PS , Hdrnml.er-.• lI Vb~ ~: en und At:fg.q,be de r SS und ce r
Po:l.J.ze~.1I ~ p...~.l: ·l.~l..~hed in Nationa:"pol i t i sche
Lehvgang ( :1.93',1) 1 P < 153 .

2460-ps. Orga~j.s at:i. ~nbuell~_'l:' N~,;JA P (1.94:2) p , 417

2284..·PS . SS Mar r iage l aw of 31 Decembe r 1931, quoted
in d I Al.queri, IIi !:.~_~~; p. 19 .

The political and ideological background of each applicant was also

carefully scrutinized .

"Every member of the SS has t o be deeply Lmbu ed ~Ari th the
meaning and e ssence of the National Soc i ali st movement , "

These physical, racial an d ideol og:'~al standards wer e j ealously main-

tained . When; after th e accession of the Naz i.s t o power , t here was an

influx of members into all cbhe r- Na zi orgarrt zat don s , member shi p in the 5S

was t emporarily closed, and be~ween 1933 and 1935 un suitable meniller s were

expelled.

199.g-~o W..rl.':Jl er . "Wes em und Aufg2.he de l' SS 1.1.'1d de r
FCI} ~ : , .:1 .i .!l , J,:.'1:'I .'.:: shed ::'n Na td ona.Ipo.l Lt .a ache
T C> - - r- n '.I ( "" .1/ ... P0 _, I,(I •....,... t.C"~:. "• J ;.J ( ) ) ....

When membership in t.he S8 Wi;:S la~',e '':' opened t o cert ·1.in classes of the police

in a de sire to '1 .f~lE'C II t :19 po.i j .~e and t he SS , appl rcant.s >'iCre required to

16 ~ " F'~ . U".-d8::- c-,: ·~~ i r.Jr:'.:. :: "':"' ., ~ ) .".: ' .Tl.' ·.18 : ~ Q, ').S ,.. A':l'e ·ll ;:8.~ 1~e of_J_.'_.__"_o. _

~J~'"J !!l·~E : .l::- c: t·:..~. ,~ e ;':~l.. rS.t~;, l~f) .L: :.~e ..ix:to rhe SS
i1.\;; _,.' .L"JI '.ir :c l .f. -;·; :c·L~ :;)~_,1. r::-. (JSY~; p l.().:.I:t.

As Lat-e as 1943 r.hoee r ac.i.a,', ar.d .·;.dBc:1.ogj,'-:'l.l r Aquiremmts were still stressed,

1'3 i:. ~·. 0 J.· .. ~\ h.p:d .l 194.'3, t o Ka J.tonbrunner, signod
H.::...mr.ucr .•

• • J• . ..
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Upon adrrrl.s sion to the SS, each member to;k

to death.

"Obedience ~ust be unconditional. It corresponds to
the conviction that the national sclci.;D;list.JAqology Jl\~t

reign supreme', He who is pos sessed by it and fights
for it passionately, subjects himself voluntarilv'to
the obligation to obey. Eyery SS man is prep~red,
therefore, to carry out blindly every order which is
issued by the Fuehrer or which he is given by his
superior, irrespective of the heaviest sacrifices
involved."

2640-PS . Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943), p . 418

1851-PS . Himmler , Die Schutzstaffeln als anti­
bolschcwistische Kampforganisation,
p . 24 .

He was required to become completely indoctrinated in Nazi ideology,

propagate Nazi doctrines .

2640-PS . Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943) , pp .
417 , 418

1992-PS. Himnler , "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der
Polizei" , published in Nationalpolitische \
Lehrgang (1937) , p . 145 .

He was required to be ruthless and agg ressive . Every SS member had the

duty to "defend his honor w:it h his dagger" ,

2'825-PS, Honor law or'the SS., 9 September 1935,
published in SS Soldatenfreund (1943'~ p . 23

"Openly and without pity, he fights against the most
dangerous enemies of the State : Jews , Freemasons ,
Jesuits and political clergy."

2640-PS . Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943), p~ 418

Through these rrinciples of selection and traininG the SS became '

"a team of too best - not only the physical best, but
also tre most reliable , most loyal , and finally in
terms of character the 'most valuable - men from all
parts of t he movement ."

2284-PS . d lAlquen , Die SS, p ~ 8

It was a Nazi aristocracy, defined by Himnler as :

"a National Socialist s oldie rly order of Nordic men" ~

1851-PS . Himmler , Die Sch~!:.~~staffeln als anti­
bolschewistche Kampforganisation , p ~, 31

and, by the organisationbuch der NSDAP as a "firmly welded fighting force '

bound t oget her by ideological oaths" .

~~40~P~. Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943), p . 417

D. Fun~tions of the SS to .[un~ 20, 1934 .

During tqe ' p~riod preceding the ac~ession to power , the SS, together

- l) - "
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command t h8re was no distindi o:1.., Al l f'ormed a part of

Ali: hO'.lgh it be came customary to distinguish between
\

or I:f o.::ma t i ons ll of t re 58 by name , actually 'in t e\l1ls of

182.7::fS , Anncuncenc nt of creq,t :.on of SS as an b .dependent
f'cr ma t i cu of "t,h8 NSL'AP, Voe.!..kischer BO\3!:J<l.....ht.e r-, ,
26 J\;..'1e 193h, p .., 1

of the r-egdme ,

1?l9-PS_, Hinllnlcrr. ! s s pee ch to SS--G"t'uppenfuehrer at
Poznan, 4 OCto":::l0!' 1943" po

\ H:l~G .~ ~.:'...g ,';lli:' :.:~(1 :::.S ;, ~,S i ,>. 'J ·~ orL -:-, ·~ClU "lti on of the or-f g i naL
I 1)()...L ..:.~·· : .,;,1..1 r -,';.C: .~ ( )~~ ..~€ :~..."':8.:: {.":! .:{ :1~'. :' ·'.lg 0:' :; ~\o~l.1 f. C'r,~~.. T,hr; '/ ,.:~; ~l{s
-. (.') ;: ;' ~.;. :..:" FJc:i.:)o;e~'tF.' .,~ ).~: ':,.'! :.:~ 3 ~·' \'!.~ ~.(J C " .;:' 0 !<::nl?p V\' :~' . " :"L1 G :·!I;r
t·ns ~ · .".·L1:~; o :?~D:: ' c ~':":Al i .:i·:" ! ·.~ :.. 0.r: ~ . ! :,;; rJ~.ti( ·n (\o :i.. Soc:.L ~:tJ::st

Principal Bx-anEge s

Up to January ]933, the SS consisted of a single unit . There were no

Reichf,i'nr. ~.·..mtS SS (Snp r :=-.ma Command of the SS) .

an independent f'ormatd.on o f the Par+,y on 20 July 1934.

recognition of its s er v.i.ce s in this respect , it was raised t o the status

,
. The Al::.gC'!l13:ir..3 ,:;:..; vr:» ~..:1 (' cr .:L,:·n.D.:', l':.'..:·; l :-luS of the SS" All 5S member s

t he SS assumed additional ~nctions, its organization expanded and be came

more compl.ex, On the one hand some ney: units were cr-ea t ed, for example

and W3re admin i s t ered and G:mt-:co1J.l~d t.hrough the various main offices in

tne -wno'l,e SS (G..a~a'J1.t 3S) ; wurG under the command of the Re.l.chsf'nehrer SS,

became the spec i.e.Lt.y of par-t Icul.ar gr oup s , vtlich, mile not having a
1

's epar at e orga~izational status, came to be designated as a s eparate brnnch ,

value as an cU te cor-ps and thoroughly reliable "instrument of the

fully :demonstrated in June 1934 when it per form d the function ,

of executioner in carrying out tre bloody purge of the SA and ot he r political1

, specially designated branches performing particular fun~tions . However, as

l a t e r developed into t he Vh.f fen SS, On the other ha nd certain functions}

-' t he SS Verfue~'1gst~~ppe and SS Tot enkopf Verba ende (dis~ussed below) , which



SS decl ined .

service in the Ar my.

Secret Hi t ler Order, 17 Augu s t 1938, a s t o.
organizat ion and IT~bilization of SSe

647-PS.

- 7 -

As a result, during the war, the strength a nd importance of the Allgemeine

l852-PS. Best, Die Deutsche Pol i ze i , P. 104

1992-PS . Himmler, "Wesen un d Auf'gabe n der SS und der
Polizei~, p ~bl~shed in Nat ionalpol i t i sche
Lehrgang (1937) , Po 142.

2284- PS . d lAl quen , Die SS, p . 18

2640-PS . Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943) p . 427

I

Wehr krei se (military corps areas ) , each Oberabr sahnit te be ing compos ed of

two to f our sub-district s (A.bschnitte) within each of which there wer e two

t o f our SS Standarte ,~( re giments ) .

its function as a "f ight ing orga n" of t he Party, it was organi zed on

Consistent with its character a s a group of "political s oldiers" an d

Its members, however, wi t h t he ex cept ion of thos e in the main department s , ;

1992-PS. Himmler,"Vcsen und Aufgabe de r SS und de r Pol i ze i" ,
publ.i.ebs d in Nationalpolit ische I.ehrgang (1937),
p o 141.

2284-PS. dt Alquen ,. Die. S.-?) p , 12

By 1937 t he member shi p of t he Allgeme ine SS had increased t o 190, 000.

j f •

- idea, 'as i 'in time ';of battle• . At tre same time,
r the~ 'gave the task of ke.",~ing the 'members of all .'
Units oftre SS entruste<'! with special duties in I ~

a living relationship with the Nat i on al Socialist
"

people Ts movement,. a rd of prevent ing them from.
secluding or detaching themselves from t be m ole
movement."

l882-PS . Best, Di e Deut scre Polizei, .p , 100

Until after t.be beginning of t he war-, i t constituted t he bulk of the ent ire

of the SS Supreme Command, were made subject t o compulsory mil i tar y

the total SS membe r s hip was about 52.. 000.

In 193~, it had a strength of 240,000.

2284-PS . dlAlquen, Die SS

accession t o powe r , its functions during that per iod were those a l ready

discussed (p . 5 supra ), namely t o serve as t he pr i vate pol ice f orce and

private troops of t he Nazi s in t heir fight against all pol iti cal opponent s .

SSG In January 1933, wh en t here were no s eparately designated branches , ,

military lines , from th e platoon up t o the r egiment. The Rei ch was

divided into SS Oberabschnitte (Districts), c orrespond~ r oughly t o the

\ Since the Allgemei ne SS had be en t he onl y unit of the SS pr ior t o the Na zi s t ,



members of the SSe

. a decree of the defendant Hess , Deputy of the Fuehrer, made it the sole

As a part of the SS, the of f i ci a l s and agents of the SD were SS members .

-
intelligence and counter-intelligence agency in the NSDAP.

2284-PS, dl Alquen, Die SS, p . 13

l680-PS . Ten Years of Security Police and SD .

espionage system. On 9 June 1934, a few weeks before t.re purge of t he SA,

developed under Reinhard Heydrich, its Chief, into a ~owerful and scientific

1992-PS. Himmler, "Weson und Aufgabc der SS und der
Polizei11, pubLdshed in Nat iona l pol i t i s che
Lehrgang (1937), p . 151.

During tre per icd preceding the accession of the Nazis to powe r it was

The Sicherheitsdienst des Reichsfuehrer-SS (Security S~rvice) originated

in 1931, not as a separate branch b~t as a function performed by regular

.. '''',t:~; • c

. fter 30 Ja:nti.~W·,J~3,~ ~(, P~rfonned all functions of the 805 which wel"e not .
r I' ( :-:.~ i.:~ ·\\ ·:j ;:~: · ': :: ~ \·l : · .,...... : .. _ 01" :e • .1 \. • • . "

t~e' specialized ta~g '~?l, ~ "·*~w.'Pa~ti9ular branches or groups.

2.. The sic~e~~~i~~~r:t~~~:~ ·'d~ s;, ke icihs fuehrers-ss (Security Service) .
knoYm as the SD.

l680-PS . Ten Years Security Police and SD.

In addition to full-time officials and employeos , t be SD included - as did

.:
the Allgemeine SS - "member-s of the SD, mo we employed in the fr' civilian

of Himmler as Reichsfuehrer SS e

The Waffen 5S was the combat arm of the SS, created, trained and used

for war . Althou gh unde r the command of too Army f or at.r-at.e gi. ce.L and

• as hono:t'ary empl oyees 1l •... .

infra.

The SS Totenkopf Verbaende were units created f or the purpose of se rving

4 . The SS Totenkopf Verbaende (Death Head Units)

The creation and development of the Waf f en SS is dea l t with in a sub-

l852-PS . Best, Die Deutsch e Polizei, p . 105

3~ The Waf f en SS ( Armed SS)

occup~tions and who do political 5S s ervice

The subsequent development of the SD and its functi ons in r'eLati.on t o the

and, like all other formati ons of the SD, was subject t o tte jurisdicti~n

Security Police are discussed below (p , 11 ) .

sequent secti on of this brief, p ,

as guards f or concent.r-at.Ion camp s and composed of SS members vh o enlist ed

- 8 -

tactical purpos es in tho field, it always r emained a part of the 5S, was

'recruited, trained, administered and supplied through the SS Supreme Corrunand



crossbones . Membe r s received full mi l i tar y training, wer'e fully armed and

The creation , developmEnt an~ activit:ie s of t be SS Totenkopf Verbaende

in 1943 . The desigm.ti on of the se Ma in Offic es and the pr i n cipa l functi ons

of each is set out in Appendix A of thi s b rief .

.\

r

Inf'r-a ,

"The structuro of t113 SS follows f rom its mani fol d
du ties . The Reichsfuehrer SS is in c ommand of the
whole SS e For the purpos es of carrying out h is
or de r s ard ordinances fer the whole SS and t bs Pol ice ,
and f or the other manifold dut i es assigned t o him, . he
uses the Ma in Offie es (Hauptaemt er) of the Supr-ema
Command of the SS (Reichsfuehrung SS) ."

2640-PS . Organ is ationbuch de r NSDAP (1943) p , 419

In d e f i ni t e region al areas , gene ra.l.Iy corresponding in a rea to the

2284-PS . d 1A1quen , Die SS , p .

Concentration Camps) , an off~c ial in tho SS Ma in Office (SS Hauptamt) ,

were r-egul.arly garrisoned at the various concentration cemps ,

;L922-PS , Himnler , "Wosen un d Auf gab e de r -,pS und de::­
Po1izei", pub .Li.shed in Nntional~olitische

Lehrgang (1937), p . 151.

- 9 -

2284-PS . d 1A1quen, Die SS, p . 20

2164-PS . Nationa1sozialistches Jahrbuch (1940 ), pp . 370, 371

B. Supreme Command of the SS (Reichsfuehrung-SS)

are dealt with in a later secti on of this brief, p ,

647-PS .Secret Hitler Orde r , 17 j,u.::u s t 1938, a s t o
organ i zation am. mobili zation of SS e

Thei r immediate c ommander was the Fuehrer der SS Totenkopf Ver-baende und

Konzentrationslager (Leader of SS Death Head Units and Concentration Camps),

later referred t o as "Inspeckteur der Konzent. r-at.Lons Lager-" (Inspector of

depar tment of treSS Supreme Comnand,

They were under the jurisdiction of the Reichsfuehrer SSe

The Rei chsf uehrung-SS developed over the c our s e of years from three Mai n

C. Regional Comrmrrl of the SS e

Offices (see list in Nati onalsozialistches Jahrbuch (1937) p . l70Y t o 12

Mi l i t a ry Districts in Germany_(Wehr kr i se ) leadership of a l l units of the

SS was exer ci se d by tore Hl[tlcr SS a nd Pol i ce Leader ' . (Hohe r er SS and

Polizci..fuehrer known as HSSPf) a ppointed f or the regi on . He supe rvised

all units of U:e Allgemeine SS, the Wa f f en SS. am the SD, as well as

or -genfzata ons of the poli ce within his distric t .

' '', ..
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III. CRDUNAL FUNCTIONS
AND ACTIVI TIES

t t ....

Orgcnis ati onbuch de r NSD;.? (::"9 '2 ),

o! the SS as a po.Li.ce organization was twofold:

1 ,-

General Function

"whether he is employed on t he field of battle in the
divisions .of the Armed- SS, or wh et.be r- he f i.c-;hts a s an
of f i ce r or s oldier of the Army, wheth er h e has been
deta.iled as un:i.t or par t of t~o ?oli~ e) and s er-ve s
t m inner order o f tre Reich, or whet he r he 1'iehts
agai ns t too enemies of t oo state as a rrember' of the
Security Servic s , or whether h e l ab ors in t m frame­
work of tre historic mi s s ion , vhich has been carried
ove r t o tre Reichsfuehrer SS a s Reich-Cornrr~ssioner
f or the Consolidation of German Nationality, or .
whetre r he is profe s s iona l l y with the home-Tr-ont ",

1. ' Func tions -

l851-PS. Hirnmler, Die Schutstaffeln a l s anti­
bolschewistche Kampforganization, p . 29.

26~O-ps. Organi sntionbuch de r NSDAP (1943) p , 417

2284-PS. d' Al quen , Die SS, p , 13

"We shall unremittingly fulfill our t ask of be ing the
guarantors of Germany' e s ecurity internnlly j ust as
tre Wehr ma cht aaeure s tre honor, great ness ani peace
of tre Rei ch against tre out s ide WJrld. We shall s ee
t o it that t be Jewish-Bolshevi st r evolution of sub­
humans shall never again be r ekindled in Germany, tre
heartland of Europe, e i t he r Int.erna.Lly or by emis saries
from abroad. We shall act as a ruthless sword against
all those f orces whose exis t.erc e and whose ways we
know; whenever t hey make the least at tempt , eith er
t oday or in decades or U. c enturies W c orre ;"

. Af ter th e accession of th e Nnzi s t o power , t he of f i cial , announced

2163-PS. Nationalsozialistchcs Jahrbuch (1941.), p. 191.

Insuring the dominanc e of National Socialist r egime and its ideology

. Function and Act i vi t ie s a s a Pol i ce Organization

tm internal secu r i t y of t he Rei ch.

This t.aak wae of f i a i cl 1y defined by Himml.e 1" as f ol.Lowe:

Lrrvo.lved the extension of SS activities into the police field and into all

mission of the SS was QXtend~d from protect ion of tlJe Fuehrer t o guaranteeing

types of mea sures directed against internal opponont s or potent i a l op-

other measures f or extending Nazi dominanse extel'nalq and ilt securine

functioned a.s its representaioive in carrying out his duties

ponents of tre regime. But.it also involved participation in military and

N~i eontrol over the conquered areas.

Functi ons of the SS thus came t o cover numerous fieldg and eaeh member



......

ment of this historical development .

By 1936 it had deve loped a r eput ati on
.: ,.,' '!'"
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SD.

l813-FS. Best, Die Deutsche Pol i ze i , p . 85

He created a new branch of t he Reich poli ce , t he Si cherheitspolizei (Sipo

or Security pol i ce ) , embracing all criminal pol i ce f orce s (Kri.po ) and all

secret state pol ice (Gestapo) in t m Rei ch . He . designated as chief 'of

the Security poli ce Ri char d Heydrich who was at that t ime th e head of t he

of per sonne l" .

The purpose of this step - combining in on e of f i ce the two positi ons of

l eadershi p of t he SS and of t he pol i ce - was t o establ ish a pe rmanent

, On 17 'June 1936, he was appoi n ted t o tm new post , t hereby created, of

Reichsfuehrer .SS und ,Chef del" Deutschen Polize i i n Rei chmini s t er i um de s

Inner (Reich Leader of the SS and Chi ef of t he Ge rmun Pol i ce in the Mi ni st r y

of tm Interior) .

1852-PS. Bes t , Die Deuts che Pol i ze i , p , 86 .

r elation be twee n t he SS ard t re pol i ce and not a more "transitory fusion

b. Fusion of Pol i ce and SS - By 1934 Himmler , the Rei chsf uehr er

Its subsequent de ve lopme nt i s r eferred t o in the foll owing par agraph .

Inspf.red by t re blac k uniform of the SS.

1851-PS. Hirnmler , Die Schutzstaffeln als anti­
bolsc.hewi stj che Ku.rrpror-ganlsution ; p •. 29'.

2073-PS. Decree on tm Establishment of a Chief of
the 'Ger man Pol i ce ,Re i chsgeset zblat t , I (1936)
p . 487, 488.,

i::.. : The SD - The origin and purpo se of t re SD has already been

SS, had bec ome the chief of separute secret pol i t i cal police f orce s in

'a l l t.be states of Germuny ex cept Pr us sia , and Deputy Chie f of t be Gestapo

in Prussia, thus ac hieving per sona l control ove r a l l t he Gestapo and

similar secret 'pol i t i ca l pol i ce f orce s in Ge rmuny.

1992-PS. Himmler , "¥re sen und Aufgube del" SS und de l'" Polizei",
published in Nationalpol i t i s che ~hrgang
(1937) , pp . 154, 155.

r eferred t o ~See page 8~).
,; • .' •.1 ::;. "1,.. 'of' ~ _.. ..... ...

f or such ruthless ef f i ciency t hat Himmler pub licly r eferred t o t he t error

I"" ~ .~ i.. .. :.. . ... ~ I ~ . ..... J ; . r; .. r -I ,0;:.. ... l , 4 , 50 ......
' .l.J,1:i -. I " '-o,' "",,;'t . • • >, '_ ,.1" • J:.. ~, .l.. 'J. ~ .. / • . , ..... ' </ ... ·1 ~_ ~ ~ .yl""''''' ' ' !:,-•• , ,. .... .. . J •

I . ,, (,~) it.' opera.~e·d' ':th1"~g'h~ 9ne:, of J·its,,,·brc.n'ch~ ~,', ·t he':-$ecuti ty 'Se'rviC e~"~SD) ,a s ,
':\1: ~..J",, ~ :;" , ,~~~; ... ; ... i: 'j ~:"~" :" :f ' .. }'!:: ....~,.·}~ r' ·t~;';{~\~ .£,,,A ;l..r ... :.i·~~:..( ~(.· ..~i. ' i·,\ ,·;'l "'((:-:. }"'~~" ! >1J; " '"

~ , the p~i}lJp,e.f intelligence and counter-intellig~ncesystem of th~ St~te,
=.: \., 4' ? ~': " " : . ' .:. , / ; .... 5 · :' ..·I T...••.. ~'..'" r- . --A. : " : ~. ''' ' • -( ~ ~ . J

and (b) i~,"penetratedll ~r ,be.came ,lIfus ed" wi~h ,t h.e ent i re ,pol i ce sy~tem - ,

so that lines of distinction between SS am. t re pol i ce became undefi !7able ..

This functi on deve loped gr adual ly. Its impor tance nec~ssitates a state-
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1551-PS. Dec~ee Assigning Functi ons in Office of
Chief of German Po::;'::-.e, Rci chsmini s to r i a l ­
blat t , (1936), PPo 940-948 .

Through Himmler I s doubl e capacity as le ader of t he SS and head of the

entire pol i ce system, and through Heinrich I s double capacity as head of

tre SD ani of the Security Police, unified personal c or.trol over t he SS

and the Security Police ~as established.

By t be creetion in September 1939 of t re Reichssicl 2-rheitshauptamt

(Reich Main Security Office), commonly kn0vm as RSHh, in ~nich the

criminal police, tm Gestapo and the SD were ell combinod, organizational

unity between SS and Security Police wn. s a chieve d.

Because the Reichssiche:::-heitshm.:ptamt was not only a depar-tne rrt in the

L-361 . Order of !1 ~_Tmle r , 27 September 1939 , e st abl i sh­
ing i",l-)J R3HA.

Mi n i s t ry of t re Interior un der t he Chief of' the Ge r-man Pol i ce , but

simultaneously one of the Main Offic es in the Supremo Comrrarid of t he SS.

1852-~. Best, P~7~1.}~,. f; :;.t:~_.J.'~1..J.~ei, pp. 103, 108 .

2460-ps. Q.~~g£·}l~~~ti_~ll~~)~.::__d ·~·:'. _~T.:S:~~:SE (1943) , p , 419

Similarly the depar-tment of t he Ordn...:.l1gspol~.ze i (Regular Police) in the

Reich Mi ni s t r y of the Interior wa s also at t m same t ime a depar-tne nt in the

Supreme Comnand of the SSe

Or-gani. zctd ona'l. 1.1.~i.. t y of SS an d pol l ee was extended f'ro rn the highest head-

quarters t o r egional l e7els through the creation of post of Hoherer SS und

Polize ji'uehrer (HSSPf or H~_gher SS and Police Leader) . This of f i cial v:as

appointe d f or a r-egi ona L area corresponding t o a Weh:ck:-:-e i s (Hilitury

Ddst .rLct.) in Germany ( and, after th e war, in di str i ct s in occupied t er-

I ~ ritories) . He was diroctl y r esponsible t o Himmler and supervised net onl y

all SS units in the regi on, but e l sa all units of the pol i ce . Suborcin~te

to him were the r eg l ona), ccmmandcr- . of t he SS (St c..bsfuehrer SS) the r eGional

c~1der of the Security Police und SD (Befe lshc..ber de r Sicherhoitspolize i

und de s SD) or BdS) a ni the r egional commandec of t 1:0 or-dana-y pol i ce

(Befelshaber der Or~1ungspolizai) or BdO}, thereby es t abl is hinS a sinGle

command oye r all SS and police f orces in t he r eGion.

- ]2 -
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In additioh; unity of personnel also wa s ac hieved t o a large degree

by filling vaeaMies in the police wi t h SS member s , by enrol l ing in t he

SS membe r s of the pol i ce who meet SS r equirements, by i~entical i deological

training of SS members a nd police in SS schools, and by requiring all new

candidates f or the police t o be drawn from the SSe

1852-PS. Best, Die Deut sche Pol i zei , p . 108

199?-PS. Hirnmler, "V/es en un d Auf'gabe der SS und der
Pol izei ", publis hed in Nat ionalpol i t i s che
Lehrgang (1937), p . 156 .

1637-PS . Order of Himrrler , 23 June 1938, Accept ance
of iembe r s of Security Serv:ice into t he SS,
1938 Rei chsmini s te r ialb lat t , p . 1089 .

"Thus t h e S8 and t.re Police f orm a uni t , bo th in t heir
structure am in th eir activi ty, al.though t heir in­
di vidua l or ganf zatf.on s have not l os t. t hei:r true
individual::. t :.r and :. r.e ir position .in t re Lar-ger' units
of t.re Pa r-ty and State adnrirr i.s t.r-atdon • "

"In tro r elationship between the Pol i ce a nd t be SS,
the pr inciple of t he :orclerly' pene :'r.at ion of an
organization of t he Nat.LcneL orde r Li- e. the Pol i cv
has bee n r eal:'ze d i or t he f irst t ime t o t he final
out come through the supporters of t he Nat ional
Socialist movemerrt ; "

l852-PS, Best , Die Deutsche Polizei, p p. 95, 107

In effect both tro SS and pol i ce be came ageneIe s of Hi!i1ffile r in his dual

capacity as Rei chs f uehrer SS and Chief o f t. re German Po.Li.ce ,

2. Cr i minal 1-,ct i vit je s ----_._---_._. .--
The crL~nal a ct i vit ies of the SS as a pol i ce organiz~ti on , incluning

the activities of the SD and of t te Security Police , a re covered in t he '

brief on t be Ge stapo an d SD .

C. Functions ~nd Act i vit ies Wi th Respect t o Concent~ation CJ.mps .

1. Fun:::t i o!lS -

a . The es t abl i shment and classification of concentrJ.tion camps

an d the issuance of orde r s t o confine "and t o r elease pe r sons therefrom

was a functi on or igi na l ly po s se s sed a nd exe r ci sed by t ho Ge s tapo . After

tre creation of the Rei chs i che rhe i tshauptamt (Reich Se cu r i ty ~ain Offi ce )

in 1939, this functi on was exercised by that of f i ce . This poi nt is deal t

with in the br ie f on t he Gestapo an d SD. Since RSHA. was one of the mai n

of f i c es of the SS Supreme Command,

264o-PS. Organisati onbuch der NSDAP (191.3) p , 419.----

these functions were necessarily functi ons of t he SSe

b . The SS, however, pos se s sed additional functions with r espect

to concent-ret i on camps . From 1933, with the initial e s tabli shr:1ent of t he
I

-/3-
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concentration camp system, until t hs end of the war t m furnishing of

guards f or concent~ation camps was a function of t he SS whi ch uti1iz~d f or

that purpose t he SS Totenkopf Verbaende .

1992-PS. Himmle r , I1Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und de r
PoLi.ze i.", published in Nat iona lpol i tische
Lehrgang (1937 ), pp. 146, 150.

2164-PS. Nat iona l sozialist che s Jahrbuch (1940)
pp . 370, 371

Initially) and al so a f ter the begi,nning of the war , membe r s of the

Allgeme ine SS were also utilized f or t his t ask.

1992-PS. Himmler, · "Wesen und Auf'gabe de r SS und da r
Pol i ze i " , publ is hed in Nat iona.1pol i t i s che
Lehrgang (1937) , p . 150 .

647-PS . Secret Hitler Orde r , 17 August 1938, as t o
organizati on a m mobil i zation of t he SSe

2164-PS. Nat iona1sozia1i s t ches Jahrbuch (1940)
p , 365.

c. Command of t hes e guards and of othe r pe r sonnel wor-king in

concentration c amps, and reGu1~tion and control of their di s ci pl i ne and

activities, was exercised until 1942 t.hrough th e Fuehrer de r SS Totenkopf

Verbaende und de s Konz entrations1agcr (Lea der of Death Head Units and

Concentration Camps) s cmetimes r eferred t o a s t reIns pekteur de s

Konzentrationslager (Tnspectcr- of Concentration Carnps ) an of f i ci a l in the

5S Main Office (55 Hauptamt) .

778-PS . Original t ypewritten Service "Regulations
f or Concentration C~p Dachau) 1 October
1933, issued by Ei cke , Kommandant de r Konze nt r at i ons lager .

2284-PS . d tAlquen ) Die 55 , p .

Af te r Mar ch 1942 t his functd on was pe r f ormed by Depar-tment D of t he

Economic ani ridmini st rat ion Offic e of t he 55 ( 55 Hi r t scha.f t s und

Verwaltungs hauptamt, comrr.only r eferred t o as WVH~ ) .

1063F~PS. Himeoc,raph copy of Hi.mmler Orde r , 3 L';a r ch
1942) settinG up Depar-tzerrt D of WVHJ1. .

£. Control ove r th e enti.re internal adroi ni s t r at i on of conc entra-

tion camps and of the treatment of inmates was a functi on exer ci sed by the

SS fran 1933 throughout t he war . This functi on was or i ginal ly the r esponsi-

bility of the Inspekteur der Konzentrat i ons lager .

185 2·-PS. BBst,_.Li e Deut.s che Pol izei , p . 51

In 1942, by o r der of Himmler , t he of fice of Inspekteur del' Kom~ontrati '.:mslager

became Depar tment D of t he S3 Economic and Ac.mi ni s t r at ion .{a in Of f ice (WVHi\.) .

1063F-PS. Mimeogr aph copy of Himmle r Order, 3 Mar ch
1942 , setting up Dep ar-tment, D of ¥NHi\. .

- 14 -



and as material for experirnen tal purposes 0. .

c anps ,

,

Nacht und

Letter from Office of Chief. of WVHA, 30 April
1942) to all concentration camp commanders
as to management of concentration camps
signed Pohl~ ,

R-12.2 .

1931-PS . Letter from Office of Chief of Departnant
D of VNHA, 7 June 1943 , as to handling
of IINNII prisoners .

It issued regulations as to the disciplining of inmates

853-PS . Letter from Office of Chief of Depar-srrerrt
D of WVHA, 11 August 1942, as to flogging
of prisoners, signed Gluecks.

and as to tre handling of pr isone rs who were conf ined ~er the

2199-PS . Carbon copy of letter, 12 September 1942,
as to disFOsal of ashes of dead prisoners .

a . III t reatment . t orture and murde r of prisoners by camp

It controlled the di sposit ion of the remai n s of prisoners who died in the

It dealt with the furnishing of clothing and supplies for tre camps .

1166-PS . Interoffice memor-andum of WVHA, 15 Augus t
1944, as to clothing shortage in camps .

1751-PS . Letter, 12 May 1944 to all concentration
camp commanders, signed Gluecks .

2 . Activities in Carrying out Functions

Thereafte r management of the camps and. regulation of their purposes

and the t r ea t rre nt of inmates was a function of \'MlA. .For example, it

issued orders as to the use of inmates for labor;

Nebel (Night and Fog) de cree .

Mo reove r , the guards of c oncentrat i on c amp s were especially selected and

tra ined for th eir task . With respect to the se guards , the S3 Totenkopf

Verbaende , (Death Head Unit 5) it was official~ stated ~

- 15 -

R....129 .

~rsonnel - The details as to the criminal acts and atrocities committed

in concentration camps by guards and other camp personnel are dealt with

oc cur red in all camps and over a period of years • . The pe r sonre 1 involved

in t he brief on Concentration Camps. That these acts were not mere

wer~ SS members , Who, like all members of that organization,· were

disciplined am required to swea r complete obedience to tm ir leaders ,

2640-PS • .Organisationbuch der NSDh.P , (1943) p • .418

sporadic instances of brutality committed by i rresponsible individuals

but a part of a definite SS policy is indic at.ed by t he fact that they



\

~re.; it is not; 0 ~ tter of being a soldier,
but, beyond tha. t, f eirlg a 'creratrlEr, who is able to '
defy any _a~versity and,keep immune against'any
te~tations wrp.ch, may approach him . Only the best
human material can stand rip to service ' 'in th:i.s troop,
material mich has been selected vr.ith regard to
character and hereditary capacity. During the last
year, as in all ye ars of exis tence, th e force received

, t m spiritual armament for their daily activities by
quiet working, schooling ani training . • • ."

2163-PS . Nation aJ.sozia1~ s tche Jahrbuch (1940)
pp. 370, 371.

Lawlessness was officially countenanced and encouraged from the earliest

,per i od . A.t the v ery outset of the concentration camp system, in May 1933,
f

SS guards ill treated and murdered inmates in their charge .

641-PS. Report, 1 June 1933, to Public Prosecutor
General in Munich of Murder of Dr . Strauss
in Dnchau by an SS Guard.

642-PS . Same as to murder of Hausmann

644-PS. Same as to murder of Schl'oss

645-PS. SClIIle as to murder of Nefzger

1216-ps . Original typewritten memorandum of Winterberc;er)
Public Prosecutor, re above murders .

Despite the attempts of t.h e local public prosecutors to bring those

murderers to justice, the proceedings were frustrated by higher SS and

police officials .

1216-ps. Original typewritten memor-andum of
Wi nt e r ber ge r , Public Prosecutor .

Regulations issued by too SS Commandant of Concentration Camps, pro­

' vi ded for arbitrary punishments of inmates by SS authorities in control

of the camp ani encouraged the free use of firearms by SS guards against

prisoners .

778-PS. Original typewritten document, 1 October
193;; of Disciplinary and Penal Regula­
tions for Dachau and Servic e Regulations
for Camp Personnel, with typewritten
signature of Ei.ckey . "Kommandarrt der Konaen­
trationslager."

In 1936, because of t re continued shootings of inmates by SS guards) the

Minister of Justice urged t be issuance of regulations r es t r i c t ing the use

of firearms by guards .

781-PS . Typewritten memorandum, 9 March 1936, by
Minist~r of Justice, Guertner, of confer8nce
with Hinunler, initialed "Gil •

.Such a restriction was finally ' imposed in 1938 because too many people

ldlJed "trying to flee" , but was revoked two months lu.ter when an

guard was killed by an inmate ..

\ 1 ; " _ ..
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and the extermination of classes of prisoners by 88 C,amp personnel directed.

The resulting widespread and continued terroristic acts of . camp

Letter) 30 April 1942, f rom Chie f of WVHA
to HinmlGr, s i gra ture of SS Obergruppenfuehrer
pohl .

~.

To carry out this program, he issued directions to all camp commander s as

to th3ir duties with respect to "the managerrent of a concentration camp

and of a ll the economic enterprises of the SS within its sphere of

organization" , with provided that "there is no limit to vorking hours" and

that "any circumstances which may r e sul t in a shortening of working hours

(e. g. meal s , roll calls) have , there:t:oI'e , to. be r es t r i cted to the min:iJnum

which camot be condens ed any more" .

(WVHA) , the Chinf of that office in a letter to Himmler "stqted:

"The custody of prisoners far the sole reason of
security, ed:L:r- a ti on or prevention is no longer the
main conside:r'ation n The emphasis has sh ifted to
economic considerations. ll

7 2-PS . Typewr~tt~n copy 0 e ,
to Minist'er .of Justice, . 'wn, h

. signature of Himmler .

1933-PS. Photostat of l etter, 27 April 1943, to
com~andant of Gross Rosen Camp from
Department D of WVHA, signed Gluecks,
providing that IIActi~n 14Fl311 ( ) be applied
only to .ins are ,

853-PS. Letter from Offie e of Chief of Depar-tment,
D, WVHA 11 Augu st 1942, as to flogging of
pris one~ s J signed Gluecks

1152-PS , Original letter, 11 November 1941, to Com­
mandant of Concentr~tion Camp Gross Rosen,
with signature (illegible) of "Dar Inspekteur
der Konzent.r-at.Lon aLage r-", authorizing gift
t o executioners at Gross Rosen Concentration
Camp •.

1151-PS . Letters and teleg:rams to and from WVHA
as to "Actdon I b.F13 11 from files of Gross
Rosen Concent.r-atd on Camp,

1751-PS . Photostat of typewritten directives, 6 January
1943, as to executions in concentration C<lll1pS,
typewritten signature of Himmler .

!?,. Exploitat.ion of the labor of concentration camp inmates for

the nrofit of the SS - In 1942, concentration canps were converted into

personnel, which increased with the beginning of the war and thereafter ,

was thus a systemati~ ani official SS program.

large scale economic enterprises . Coincident with transfer of the manage ­

merf of the camps to the SS Economic and Adro.ni s t r at i on Main Office

SS personnel functioned as ex ecut i oner s of inmates of the camps .

The flogging of prisoners was authorized in reguJa tions issued by WVHA

: f
I

(

i
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Circul~r let~e.r, .30· Apr il ~942, to all
concentration camp commanders, ··f ro m·Office
of Chief .af· WVHA.

Additional prisoners fit for work were ordered transferred t o c onccn-

tration camps t o build up a reservoir, of fre e labor .

1063D-PS. Circular mimeog~aph l etter, 16 December ' 1942, t u all
~po,mimeographed signature of Muel l er ,
Chief of Gestapo.

L-41-PS. Photostat l etter, 23 Ma r ch 1943, same as above .

1063 E-PS. Mime ograph lette r , 25 June 1943, same as above ,

The inmates were utili zed by th e SS f or work in private industry and in

industrial e s t abli shmen t s of its own.

1584-PS. (1) Doc . II, Report, 22 February 1944, to
Himnler, sigra ture of Pohl, as to us e of
concentration camp inmates in aircraft
pr-odic tion program.

(2) Doc. II A, memorandum, 8 Ma r ch 1944, to Pohl,
signed by Himnler.

(3) Doc . III, l etter, 9 Ma r ch 1944, to Goering,
signed Hirrmler .

(4) Doc. V, letter 17 April 1944, t o author ill es
in armament produc tion, Speer's signature .

The SS r egarded th e labor of concentration camp inmates an SS asset .

As compensation to t re SS for allowing use of s tc h labor in the armament

industry, Hitler authorized the allotrrent of a 3 to 5 percentage of the

products of such l abor t o the SSG

R-12i. Notes of conference wit h th e Fuehrer pre­
pared by Speer .

D. Functions am Activit ies Wi t h Respect t o Hi l i tary Preparations f or

Aggressive .W~!' . ~

From 1933 until the beginning of the war the SS was organized, trained

and prepared t o ope r-at, e as an instrument of war . The Allgemeine SS - which

constituted t te bulk of the SS - served as a training corps and reserve

for the Army . It was o rgan ized in military f ormations from platoon up

through the hig her echel ons .

19 92··PS
o

- H'unrnl.er , IfWesen und l.ufgabe der SS und der
Poli ozei" , pubLis ra d in National po l i t i s che
Lenrgang (1937), p . 142•

. '.- _... . - .
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"The strength of the Allgernnine SS., 240,000 men, is
subd'i.vi.ded to-day into lh Di st.r-i. ct.s (Obe rub scbrd.t.t.e )

>...t 38-.[:".lo · d:'sJ~l'icts - (Abschnrrtt.e}, ' l Oh i.!l.fantryre ~iments, ·

10 mount.ed r eg·;": :J.ents : 14 cornruru.c at.i.on battalion3! and
. 9 :~ ~grr_Be r' b<.ltta.li:ons~ as ' ~il as mot.ori.zed aildmedicnl:":'.. __ ':' ~ . l . ..
units. 11

In addition to the Al.Igemelne SS - which served as a par-amt.Li.t.ary

In 1939, d'Alquen, t he offic:inl spokesmen for the organization atat.e dt

spring of 1933, t o which i':er e soon adde d adCi.tional regiments and

LeibstandClrte (Body Guard Regiment) IlAdclph Hitler", established in the

J'

1992-PS. Himmler., . "Wesen und ,A,ut::gabe 'der 'SS und de r-:
Poliz'3P, . published in Natiorialpolitische
Lehrgang (193'7)" p. 142. .

By August 1938, thqy had increClsed to four regiments, 2 motorcycle

1992-PS. H'imm.Lcr, !IVlesen und Au f'gabe dar SS und der
PO~1Z 8i ll, Pl'.~Jj.sl1ec in Ne.t i onal pol i t i s che
T '~h >'9-"'" 1)' .') ·' 5u3• .<:, g .:.\~g \.J. ) !)) PP. '+'Co,.1.4.

units, an engineer battalion, a signal battalion ani a medical unit.

1992-PS. Himml'"" :; ''IN'esen und Auf gClbe der SS und der
Polizei", published in Nationalpolitische
LchrgClng (1937), pp . 145, 146

26_4Q-Y.E?.1 Or-gan.i.sa td onbuch der NSDAP, p, 427 £

-19~

1992··PS_. Hrimml.er-. "Wesen und Aufgabe der SS und der
?cJ.izP'~a. pub.Li s hod in Nationalpolitische
Lenr .. C" C'r~7 )nr gang J.. ,.~ "

647-PS. Secret Hitler Order, 17 August 1938, as to
organi.zutdon and mobilization of the SS.

In 1938 and early 1939 th e occupation of Austria, Czechoslovakia

ani MeineL provided a new s our co of ' strength for the Allgemeine SSe Exist-

2284-PS. d'Alquen, Die SS, p. 18

2l64-PS. Nationalsozinlist.ches Ja.hrbuch (1940) p , 366.

created!

ing units in those terribrios were assumed into the SS or new regiments

fessional full time soldiers. These combat forces originated in the

They wore uniforms, were sworn to obed:Lence to the ir leaders and trn.ined in

formation - the SS also cronted, beginning in 1933, special units of pro-

As Himmler pointed out to the Wehrmucht, they were required to undergo the

... "" :

battalions. They were known c ollectively as too SS Verfregungstruppe and

were composed of 55 member-s with the best "political" training.

military discipl~1e>

most strenuous physical traL~ing.
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An additional source of professional combat troops was t he SS

Totenkopf Verba ende, the conc entration camp gua r ds (referred t o Pi) .~

supra) ~ Like membe rs of t he SS Ve r f uegangs t r uppe, member s of the se gua rds

enlisted f or a definite period of service, ~~re a rmed, garrisone d and

received mil i tary t raining .

2284-PS . d l Alquen , Die SS, p , 20

2l64-PS. Naticnalsoz ialistche s Jahr buch (1940), pp ,
370, 371

Moreove r SS of f i ce r and of f i cer candidate schools were created t o train

of~ieers and non-commissioned of f i cer s t o l ead these forces .

2284-PS . d lAl quen , Die SS, p . 26

1992-PS. Himmler, "Wesen und Aufgabe del' SS und de l'
Polizei l1 , published in Nat ionalpol i t i s che
Lehrgang (1937), p ~ 160.

1"Jhile th ese SS combat forces were neither a part of t he Wehrmacht nor

of 't oo po l i ce ,

647- PS. Secret Hi t ler order, 17 Augus t 1938, as t o
organiza.tion and mobilization of the SSe

they were as fully trained and ~epared f or combat as professional units

. of the Army. They served for 4 years, a longer period than the required

compulsory military service in the Army and their s ervice counted as ful-

fillment of t h e r equirement for c.ompulsory military service .

647-PS . Se cre t Hi t ler order, 17 Augus t 1938, as t o
organizat ion and mobilization of the SSe

2640-PS. Organi sat ionbuch de l' NSDAP (1943), p . 427 ~

In Augus t 1938 an or de r was issued by Hitler t o "delineate the corrmon

~asks of the sS ani of tre Ylehr macht " in t he event of mobilization . By

tee t enns of this order the 5S Verfuegungstruppe, the SS Totenkopf Verbaende

ani r einforcement s therefor, ani tee SS of f ie er schools were exe mpted from

tre requiremmt - t o vhich all ot her members of the SS were made sub j eet, -

of compulsory s ervice in the Army in the eve nt of war . The order further

provided that in the interim lithe final aim is complete motorization of

all 'Standarten (regiments ) ani Lndependent, unitslt~

647-PS. Secret Hitler Order, 17 Aug us t 1938, as to
organi zation and mobi l i zat ion of SSe

dircc~ive, t hese SS troops were motorized, new units were

adde.d ani intensive t raini ng under taken tiud ng t\H:1 win-tor Qf 193B- l 9')9 c.nO.

sumner of 1939 .

- 20 -
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2l63-PS. Nat ional soz i alis t ch e s

In t he meantime both the SS Ver-fuegungatzruppe and t he SS Totonkcpf

Verbaende, ope rat ing under the tactical command of the Army, were utilize d

in the oc cupat ion of Au st r i a in Mar ch 1938 ani of th e Sudetenland in

Sept.ember 1938, am in the invasion of Bohemia-Moravia in Ma r ch 1939.

2l64-PS. Nat i onal soz i a l i s t ches Jahrbuch (1940), p. 367

2l63-PS. Nat iona.l so zi a lis t chc s Jahrbuch .(1941), p e, 192

The state of t he i r preparednes s am their function as c ombat troops

was finally demon s t rated in t heir utilization in the attack on Pol and in

September 1939 .

"How much c ourage and dar i ng th e leaders and
men have sho,vn duri ng t he Pol i sh campaign is proven
by t he great number of I ron Crosses awarded t o
of fic ers and men of the Armed SS in th e Palish
c ampaf.gn f or gal l ant r y in action ."

2l63-PS . Nationa l so z i a lis t ches Jahrbuch (1941), p . 193

These combat units t hus carrie d out t h e function f or mich they had been

initially create d, namely, t o enable volunteers "to fight in war with

arms in hand f or the realization of the National Socialist i dea", .

2640- PS . Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943), p , 427.§:

s o that t h e SS might not be preoccupied with purely internal affairs and

t hus be prevented from pa r t i ci pat ing in the "great all embr a ci ng tasks in

difficult times demarri ing t h e ef for t of the wh ole people oxt.er nal.Ly" ,

2284-PS. d lAl que n , Di e SS, p . 13

E. Functions and Act i vities As a Combat Force

1. Funct i ons - Aft e r t he be ginning of the war all combat SS units

(Which ori~inated in the SS Ver fuegungs t r uppe a m SS Totenkopf Ve r baende

discussed in t h o pr ecedi ng s ection) came t o be known collectively as t he

Waffen SS (Armed SS) . Existing units were brought up t o divis ion strength

am new di vis ion s were added .

2640-PS . Orr;anisationbuch der NSD1~P (1943) pp . 427 ~

427 }2..

To mai nt a in and increase t.re strength of t he SS army, volunteers were r e-

cruitc d throughout t he war .

2825-PS. SS Soldantenfreund (19h3) ( Pocket manual f or SS
soldiers) pp . 36, 37,' 39 .

This force constantly r'ema.ined a part of t he whole SS. Th e Hi t ler

order covering the functi on of tre SS in tre event of mobilization provided

that if placed under th e c ommand of the Ar my it "remains a unit of the

- 21 -
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administrat ion and supply of the Wa f fen SS t hrough­

out the wa r r emained the functi on of the Supreme Commard of t be SS. It

wa's r ecruited through t he SS Main Offie e (5S Hauptamt},

2640-PS. Organi sationbuch der NSDAP (1943), p. 419

2825-PS. S5 Soldatenf~el~£ (1943), p . 20, 39

It was organized, administered and supplied through the SS Operational

Offic e (SS Fuhrungshauptamt), in which depar t ment was its Command Hcad-

quart.er-s,

2825-PS . SS 501datenfreund (1943) p . 21

Other functi ons r elating t o it were performed by t.re different dep ar tme nt s

in the SS Supreme Command.

2640-FS . Organisationbuch de r NSDAP (1943), pp.
420, 421

2825-PS . S5 Soldatenfreund (1943), pp , 20, 21

population in Eastern occupied t erritories .

of t re EihS9.t.zkommando groups in wholesale exte r minat i on of Jews and the

, ,
, ..... ' , ....., '." : ..., ..1 . ." ,

106l-PS . Report by SS General Stroop on destruction
of War saw ghetto showing participation of
Waffen SSe

1-180. Repor t by SS Brigade Fuehrer Stahlecker on
a cti vit ie s of Einsatz Group I.. , from July to
Oct ober 1941, sh owing participation of
Waffen S5 units .

2 . Act i vi t ies>':: The ideological training of the Waffen SS made it

whi~e under Ar my c ommand should be subject t o all military laws r elating

subject t o the jurisdiction of military tribunals, but should be ad judg ed

in the name of t he Rei ch s fuehrer SS by th e SS Main Legal Office (Haupt.amt

S5 Ger i cht ) a department of the SS high c ommand.

Decree of 17 October 1939, Reichsges etzblatt (1939)
I, p . 2107.

Decree of 17 Apr i l 1940 , Reichsgesetzblatt (1940)
I, p . 659

, subsequent de cree s proviled that members of t oo Waf f en SS should not be

' t o tre Ar rrry,

647-PS. Secret Hitler Order, 17 AUgls t 1938, as t o
or gani zati on am mobilization of the SSe

, Furt her , a l t hough the mobi l i zat ion order provided that the Wa f fe n SS

a ruthless military f'orc e , suitable for performing specialized tasks in

" '- addition t o normal combat du t ies . Units of Waffen SS were employed as part
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972-PS . Ori ginal l etter, 14 October 1941, from Chief
o f SS Operations Headquar-te r-s to Himmler
r eporting on execut ion s of Czechs by Wa f fen
SS e

19l8-PS. Rimmler speech-to' officers 'of SS.Leibstandarte
Adolph Hitler, pr a.ising actions of ' Waffen
SS units in extermination of Po+es .

t his br ief (see pp, 3 , 4 supra) . In addition t o these maasur-es , intensive

t o maintain a racial e l i t e , have been dealt with in an ear lier section of

- 23 -

tmm in r aci al ttBories ard utilizing them to execute those theories .

membe rs , insuring the future c on t inuance of this elite group, indoctrinating

l ong t enn obj e ct i ve involved an original careful racial selection of SS

a . The r aci a l and · physical r equir ement s for admission to member-

ship in the SS an:l. the conditions imposed upon mar riage of SS men, in orde r

1851-PS . H~~lGr, Die Schutzstaffeln als anti­
bo.Ischewi.at.che Kampforganisation , Pp . 21, 22, 30

19l9-FS . Himml.er's spe ech t o SS Gruppenfuehrers (SS
Gene r al s. ) in Poznan (4 October 1943), . p . 70 .

19l8-PS . Hdmml.er- t s speech t o of fic er s of SS
Leibestandarte "Adolph Hitler" at Metz ,
p , 12.

__-...;;.P..;;.S. Supplementary' Report of SHAE;F Court of
Inquiry, 19 Apr il 1945 , finding 20 instances
of killing of unarme d allied pr i soner s in
No rmandy, France, between 7 and 17 June 1944
by 12th SS Panzer Division (Hitler Jugend) ,
pp . 6- 8 .

In carrying ou t its normal military oper at ion s units of the Waf f en

1992-PS . Himnle r , "Wesen und Auf gabe der SS und de r
Polizei" , published in Nationalpolitische
Lehrgang (1937) , p .

l 634··PS. SHAEF r eport of investigation of massacre
of American prisoners of war at Malmedy
by 1st SS Panzer Division .

1. Functions - The fundamental principle of the SS was the superiority

biological theories and through i t to aSSUre con t inued Nazi dominance

F. Functions an d Activities Wi t h Respect to Planning and Executing Na zi

over Germany and Europe f or fut ure ge ne rat i on s . The carrying out of this

The objective was t o make t he SS an elite trOup according to Nazi racial and

of "Nordic" bloed, the necessity of its continuance and the extermination

Racial Principles .

of all sources which might "dil ute" or "t aint " it .

murdering unarmed pris oners of war,

SS engaged in violations of the laws of war by denying quarter t o and

. e f for t s were made .t o guarantee the perpetuation of SS stock. SS men were



and educ a t e t hem a~onG l~ne s of National Socialist

2825-PS· Order of Reichsfu.ehrer SS, 13 September 1936,
provid ing f or f'ound.ing of "Lebenab or-n"
or ga nizat i on , quotod in SS Soldatenfreund
(19L~3) p~ 25.

To insure procreation of SS of f spr ing, Himmler, in an or der t o the whole

SS and' police in October 1939, urged the bearing of children out s i de

marriage.

"German women and girls of good blood can fulfill ·
a high obl igat ion by bearing chd.Ldzen 011t of wedlock
t o soldiers going to the front '" net. out. of promiscu::i,:ty
but out of a de ep sense of et hi cs . II

2825-F'S. (1) Order t o tl"E ...hole SS and Police, 28 October
1939, i s sued by Himrnler, quoted in SS Soldatenf reund
(1943) p . 29.

(2) Order t o members of the SS and Police,
'30 January 1940, issued by Himrnler, quoted
in SS Soldatenfreund (1943), p . 31.

Final~ in 1942, SS s oldiers were withdrawn from the front so that they

could produce l1aS many children o~ good blood as possible • • • and

guarantee the continuation of fjreirJ ance s t.cr e and families within

a year".

2825-PS. SS Order t o the Last Sons, 15 Augus t
1942,1 issued by Hdmml.er quo t ed in SS
Sol?ate~f~eund (1943), p . 35.

b. The f ormulation and administration of SS racial policies was

the function of the SS Race and Settlement Main Office (SS Rasse und

Siedlungshauptamt), one of the oldest arne. rna st important depar-trnent.s in

the SS Supreme Command.

1992-PS. Himmler,HWesen und Aufgabe der SS und der
Polizei", publi she d in Nationalpolitische
Lehrgang (1937), pp. 152, 153

2b40-PS. Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943), p . 420

To insure t.re support of legitimate and illegitimate children of SS men,

"Lebensborri" Organization was created by the SS in 1939 .

2825-PS. Order of Himmler, 13 September 1936, pro­
viding f or foundation of the organization
"Lebensbo rn e . V.II, quoted ' in SS Soldatenfreund
(1943), p. 25.

£. SS members were trained in Nazi ideology and r-acLa.L t,henries,

2640-PS. Orgonisationbuch der NSDAP (1943), p, 417

- 24-
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L-180 . Report by SS Briga de Fuehrer Stahlecker
on a cti vitie s of Einsatz Cr-oup A from
July t o October 1941.

Police am the Vlaf f en SS.

S5 of f i cer s am men c ho sen from the 8ec1l'rity Pol i ce , the SD, tID Or dinary

- 25

population conducted in Poland, the Baltic states and Russia were carried

out by various components of t ro SSe The Einsatzkonmando groups (dealt

with in th e brief on The Gestapo and th e SD, pp. 29-34) were composed of

106l-PS . Report by SS Gene r a l Stroop on df3strllc t ion
of War saw Shetto.

765-PS . Telegr am, 10 November 1938, t o a l l Gestapo
o f f i ce s fr om Heydrich, Chief of Sipo and
SD, a s t o pl a m i ng of anti-Jewish demonstra­
t i ons and use of police and SS troops•.

in November 1938. '

Members of th e Allgemei ne SS, as well as of th e Securi ty Police and the

1919-PS. Himrnler speech t o SS Grup penf'uehr-er sr a t: Poznan
(Octob~r 1943) pp . 64-67.

"On.ly the SS was equa l t o the task of exte r minat i ng
tbe Jewish p eople . Others t alked ab out it but had
too many. r eservations . • • To have .compl e t ed such
a mission is an unwritten page of honor in the history
of th e SSe

The vholesale exte rmina tions of J ews a m oth e r parts of the native

conquered t erritories . As Himmler stated in a speech in 1943 t o the

exterminati on of the Jews and of ot he r elements of the population of

Thus, the SS served as an instrument f or carrying out the Nazi program of

2640-PS. Organisati onbuch der NSDil.P (1943), p , 418

"0penly ani WE hout pity he (the SS menber ) fights
against t he mos t dange rou s ene mies of the State:
Jews, Freemasons, J esuits am political clergy. II

SD, were utilized in th e planne d picgnoms . am anti-Jewish demonstrations

propagand i z ing age ncy, but a ct i ve l y and ruthlessly carried th ese racial an c

highest SS l eaders:

2. Act i vit i es - The SS, however) was not mer el y a planning and

2640-PS . Orgc;;1isationbuc~ der NSpAP (1943) p , 418.

biological theorie s into practice .

, and wer e required

"by his exa.mp le " • • attr-acts and convi nces
at t he sane tim.e t !19 WJ P.k a rd he .t nccncLst.errb
who h ave not' Ybt. gained ~1-"'8 N?::':L·::-rJ f.l Soc .l..<l]j.st
i deology , , -, . • One of J1i S .'UO!3 to enrinent, means
of propaganda is the po; Lodi.cz.L "Da s Schwarze
Korps " (the Black Corp) ? • , He has t o use his
influence s o t rot it may be r ead by the vhoLe
peopI e ;"

I ,
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Memorandtun of conferences, 4 Aueust 1942, of
SS representatives as t o conviction of
lisations.

Order of Reichscommissiore r f or Consol ida­
tion of German Nationality, 16 February 1942,
as t o repatriation of German et hic gr-oups ,

Memor-andum of conference, 4 AU@l st 1942,
of SS repres entatives as t o evacuat ion
of Al sat i ons .

R-IM·

R- 112.

R-lJ4 .

, "

Report fram ,SS Gruppenfuehrer toHigh~r

SS 'and:Pol~c~ leader ' ~s t o Liquidat{on of '
Jews in G~licia, 1942-1943, p. 18.

battalions (units of militarized SS pol i ce ) played a part 'in

f or Germani zat ion failed, they were imprisoned in concentration

extermi.n9. ti on act ions .

2163-FS. National sozi al i st ches Jahrbuch (1941),
p . 196.

R-135. -Rop o rt., June 1943, by Kube Comnissioner
General in Minsk as t o slaughter of
Russians by pol i ce batt~lion.

1104-PS. Repor t by District Commissiorer of Sluzk,
21 November 1941, as t o liquidation of
Jews by SS Pol i ce Battali on #11.

program for f orcible evacuati~n and resettlement of inhabitants of these

The pormanent colonization of conquered t erritories, the dest ruct i on

G. Functions and Act i vities with Res PGGt t o Evacuation and Resettlement

of Inhabitants of Conquered Terr:i.,tories.

Occupied Territories. In carrying out this program hundreds of thousan ds

of their national exi stence and the permanent extension of the Ge rman

frontier were fundamental object s of too conspiracy. This involved a

t o Germany, t heir property was seized, they were required t o join the

organization Nazi Party, prohi bi ted from changing 'th ei r domici le , and

f orbidden t o marry without per mis s ion of police authorities. If f orcible

regions Who were of doubt ful r acial stock or doubt ful political l oyalty,

execution are covered in the brief on Crimes Aga~st Civilians in

of persons m re evacuated from their homes.

tion camps. Those who we re deemed capable of "reeducation" were transferred

and the colonization of evacuated areas by Germans. The program and its

t l},eir "denationalization" am "reeducati on" in pure l y German surroundings,

Persons dee med incapable of "Oerrnarri.aatd on '! were transferred to c oncentra-

/



and r.es et t l ement program.

"especially the choice of human material to be settled" .

"

- 27 -

In th is capacity his f ir st duty was

On 7 October 1939) the Reichs fuehrer SS and Chief of t be German Police,

Otror departrre nt s of the SS Supreme Command, already eXisting , were

also utilized: the SS Hauptamt Volkdeutsche Hittelstelle (Department f or

Repat r iation of German s) , t he SS Rasse und Siedlungshauptamt (SS Race

and Settlement Office) and the Reichssicherheitshauptamt (Reich Security

l.1ain Office - . RSHA.) were particularly concerned.

2640-PS . Organisationbuch der NSDAP (1943) , p . 422

2l63-FS . Nationalsozialistches Jahrbuch (1941) , p . 195

created t o make and t o carry ou t plans concerning the resettlemmt policy,

(Stabshauptamt Des Reichskommissors fur die Festigung Volkstrums) was

the Reich Commissioner far the Consolidation of German Nationality

A new department of the SS Supreme Command, the Staff Headquarters of

The pro grarn was extended to other territories as they were occupied.

2l63-PS . Nationalsozialistches Jahrbuch (1941), p . 195

"t o evacu at e th e persons of German race from the
Baltic countries and from the f ormer Polish territoriQs
.••• ~n accordance with National Socialist ideology
• • • • It was t o be his further duty to begin tm
racial c onsolidation and resettlement 9f the reclaimed
German Eastern territories" .

One of the fundamental principles of the SS was that of Blood and

Earth (Blut und Boden) .

Formulntion of policies f or carr-ying th 13 principle into effect by creat.Lng

2284-PS . d iAl quen , Die SS t p .

(Reichskommissar f Ur die festigung des deutschen VolRstrums) .

2l63-PS . Nationalsozialistches Jahrbuch (1941) , p . 198 .

Participation ~

l85l-PS. Himmler.• Die Schutzstuffeln als anti­
bolsche'vistche Kampforganisation, p . 28

a new peasnntry through s ettling SS families on the soil had long been

tm SS e

The SS was , therefore , a l ogical instrument f er car-rydng out the evacuation

evacuation and resettleroont was a function possessed and ' exe r ci s ed' by

the r.ask of one o f the oldes t departments of the SS, the SS Race and

Settlement Mai n Office (SS Rasse und Siedlungshaupt~~t) .

was appointed Reich Commissione r f or the Consolida.tion of German Nationality

I
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"Imnigration centers " were set up t o handle evacuataons under'

2163-PS. Nat ional so zi alis t che s Jahrbuch (1941), p . 195

264o-PS. Organisati onbuch de r NSDAP (1943),
pp . 420, 422

Mel1'Or a ndum of conference, 4 Augus t 1942,
to formulat e evacuation and resettlement
program f or Al s ace attended by r epresenta­
tives of principal 3S departments.

R-l14.

the control of the Chief of the Security Police am 3D, t.be head of RS HA.

2l63-PS. Na t iona l so zi a lis t ches Jahrbu ch (1941), p. 195.

L-49. Af f idavi t of otto Hoffman, Chief of SS Main
Office f or Race and Settlement, 4 AUgust 1945 .

Execution of the e va cua t ion and dena t ionalization program on the

regional level was the r esponsibility of the High er SS and Police Leaders

(Hcehe ren SS und Polizeifuehrer) who were directed t o utilize t he Gestapo

in thi s rork.

R-112. Order of Rei ch Commissioner f or Consolidation
of German Nat iona lit y , 16 February 1942, as
t o r epatriation of Polonized Germans .

Participation in this task was a func td.on carrie d on t hroughout the SS

"Numerous SS l eaders and· SS men helped with untiring
effort in bringing about this systematic migration
of peoples which has no parallel in history. There
were many administrative di f f i cul t ies vmich, however,
were ove r come due t o the unbureaucratic wor-king
procedure, This was especially gua r anteed ab ove all by
the anp Loymen t of SS leaders ."

menoer-shdp ,

I'

2163-PS . Na t iona l soz i al i s t ches Jahrbuch (1941), p~ 195

To further the program of Germanization, and t o assist in dea l i ng with

the political problems raised by f orced labor and conscription measures

. in "Oe rmani.c" oc cupied territory, units of the Waf fen SS were organi ze d

among the inhabitants of such t er r i tor ies .

705-PS. Copy of memor andum of conference of the SS
Committee of the Wor k Community f or tre
Ger mani c Area , 20 January 1943.

2825-PS. SS Soldatenfreund (1943), p. 67

~. Functions and Act i vit ies in Connection Wi t h Human Experiments

Experiments on living human beings were conducted ove r a period of

years in concentration camps . The sc ope and det ail of this program are

covered in the brief on Conc entration camps . They were conducted under

the auspices of the Supreme Command of the SS, personnel of the SS were

used in making t he experiments, and the SS controlled and authorized the

use of concentration camp inmates f or such purposes,

28 -
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Transcript of Interrogation of Wol f ram Sievers,
29 AU@1s t 1945, p. 8; 30 Augus t 1945,
pp . 12, 16; and 6 September 1945, p , 11.

l6l7-PS. Photostat l etter, 13 N@vember 1942"to
Gener al Fie ld Mar shal l Mi l ch, Hirnmler' s
signature.

was created of which Rasch er was made head.

To f acilitate these experiments a new section of t he Ahnenet be Institute

persons in concentration camps as mater ial f or experiments with human

16l2-PS. Photost at l etter, 13 December 1942, t o
Dr. Rascher, Himmler' s s igna ture.

Subsequently Dr. Raseher and his as sociates, at th e direct ion of

;43-PS. Original l etter, 20 May 1942, t o Wol f f , Chief
of the Personal Staff, signature of ~!~lch .

l582-PS. Photostat l etter, 22 May 1941, t o Dr.
Rascher, signature SS" Sturmbannfuehrer
Brandt.

Dr. Rasche'r was transferred fr ort\ the Luftwaffe to the Vvaf fe n SS so that

1602-PS. Photostat l etter, 15 May 1941, t o
Himmler, Dr. Rascher's signature.

1617-PS. Photostat l etter, 13 November 1942, t o
General Field Mar shall Mi l ch, Himmler's
s ignature.

16l8-PS. Photostat re port of Freezing Experiments,
15 Augus t 1942, signature of Dr. Rascher.

Assurance tm. t he would be allowed t o utilize inmates f or his experiments

"No test with human mate r i al had yet been possibl e
with uS, as such exper iment s are very dangerous and
nobody of fe r s himself. "

beings in a pre ssure chamber, in connection wit h r es earch he was con-

duct ing fer the Luft waffe. In mak ing hi s request Dr . Rascher stated that

" ~ ~ ;, • I ..

human exper tment s,
,' : , / ' '): i

Sigmund Rascher t o Himmler as Relchsfueh~er SS

}li s experiments could be under S8 control.

and that fr om such exper iment s Utest per sons can of course die".

the Reicbsfuehrer S3, conducted freezing exper iment s on human beings at

in connection with the experiments.

The experiments were condueted and Gener al Field Mar shal l Milch, on behalf

was promptly gi ven "t o Dr. Rascher by Himmler thrOllgh t he Personal Staf f

of' the Rei chsf uehrer S3 (Haupt.amt Persoenlicher Stab).

Daeha~, Auschwitz and Lublin Concentration Camps.

of tm Luftwaffe, expressed his thanks t o the S3 f or as si st ance furnished

. \ Jh,e: Ahnener.be Institute was under t oo di rect ion of t he Per sonal Staff of

"t he! Reichsfuehrer SS, one of the pr i nc ipal depar t me nt s of the SS.

t ' ~ .. --i

)
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of his .representation that the SS had human material not

other institut,ions, ' the request was granted.

/ I

I ,' ~

SS and Police am the

30-

Reichsfuehrer SS,

Photost~t letter, 12 May 1944, fr om Office
of Chief . of Department D of WVHA to
Commanders of Concentration Camps, pro­
hibiting use of inmates without permission
of WVHA •

1751-PS.

1582-PS. Photostat letter, 22 May 1941, t o Dr.
Rascher, signature SS Sturmbannfuehrer
Brandt.

1583-PS. Photostat letter, 15 November 1942, t o
Chief of WVHA, Himmler IS sigooture.

. (

. I

Transcript of Interrogation of Dr. Fischer,
20 September 1945, pp, 7, 8~

Transcript of Interrogation of leonardo Conti,
1 September 1945 (PM), pp. 8, 9;
6,september 1945, p~ 2; 29 September
1945, pp~ 5, 6.

Transcript of Interrogation of ,Dr . Fischer,
19 September 1945, pp. ro, 12;
20 September 1945, pp. 7, 8.

Transcript of Interrogation of Dr. Schilling,
5 September 1945, pp, 11, 12.

Surgeon of tte SS and Police per-sonal Iy supervised th e experi-

Transcript of Interrogation of Wolfram Sievers,
30 August 1945, p • .16.

rranscript of Interrogation of Dr. Gebhardt,
21 S~ptember 1945, pp. 4, 12.

/

. ", 'ani received r eports about them.

Transcript of Interrogation of Dr. Gebhard,
21 September 1945, pp. 4, 12.

Experiments by ot her d octors at other concentration camps were also

.
Surgeon of the 5S and Police officially requested funds

in 'the Ministry of Finance for experimental laboratories for the Waffen
, '- .

. ' .
SS~conomics and Admin~st-rationMain Office (WVHA).

1612-PS. Photostat letter, 13 December 1942, t o
Dr. Rascher ,Himrnler' s s Ignatur'e ,

~:. Requests for use of inmates for experimental purposes were directed

·;.~ o .and, approved by the Personal Staff ·of the Reichsfuehrer S5 and the 5S

and Administration Main Office.
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activities ..

,
Details. as t o the acts committed

1584-PS • .Correspondence between Himmler and Goering
reo use of con~ntration camp inmates in

. ( aircraft industry • .

u(sed the SS, 'and its control over concentration camp inmates, to assist

LUf t Waf f e in \.h~gh . alti~ude' experiments on h~an beings. ;,

.~ - ~i~'

f •

f ' ,. ~

002~P~~' e. (1) ' Le~t~t" 1.9~.Dec~mbe):;*9~; ~to ~e~cns l ' ~, '
,.' f " Research Departmmtfrom 'Mi ni st ry · a! '"

, ' I , .. .. . .
Finance, reporting request at SS· for ,
additiona;!. funds e , ,

(2) Letter, 26 February 1943, from Reich
Surge on of SS and Police t o Reich Research
Department, statjng requ~rement f or funds.

(3) Letter, 25 MaT~h 1943, t o Mi ni s te r of
Finance from Rei ch Res ear ch Department,
stating that fun ds should be granted.

The SS took the lead in these experiments because of its unique ability

members of the SS working with the SD~

for the complete s olution of the Jewish question.

He turned over t o Reinhard Heydrieh, head of the SD, responsibility f or

2640-PS. Af f a davit of Rudolf Diels, 31 October 1945.

20 June 1934.

The defendant Goering, with the cooperation of Himmler, utilized the

As head of that departrrent and as Chief of the Security Polic e and SD, he

Sauckel, Neurath, .and Seyss-Inquart. While all of these defendants benefited

from the activities of the SS in carrying out their part in the con-

Goering, Ribbentrop, Hess, KaItenb runner, Rosenberg, Frank, Bormann, Frick,

spiracy, s ome were more particularly and di r ect l y involved in its

t o furnish human material.

(Reich Security Main Office), one of the principal Departments of the SSe

The defendant Kaltenbrunner was head of the Reichssicherheitshauptamt

I. Participation of the Defendants in the SSe

Of the defendants in the case 11 were members of the SS, to wit,

Transcript of Interrogati on of Dr. Gebhard,
21 September 1945, p. 12

./, ,

' ut i lized and cont.rol.Led the oper at ion s of the SD and of oth er units and e '

. by him in this capacity, through use ' of th3 Police and the SD; are covered

in t he brief on the Gestapo and the SD, Part VII, Page 56 et seq.

. SS to suppress potential exponents of th e Nazi regime in the purge of

710-PS. Copy of letter 'f r om Goering t o Heydrich,
,31 July 1941.

He utilized the SS': :a!ld irt'~~?~~~I?:~ , D~er-JCbn~'~~~ra~r~~ p~a"h~ t o obt a i n .forced

"' l abor from such camps in t ra e¥~.sion ~;f ·tre ':"' a~.craf~ industry.

" making all necessary pr epar at i on s , thr ough that and pol i ce organi zat ions ,
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war crimes and cr ime s against
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ARGUMENT AND CONCLUSION

, ( I

Letter, 29 May' ;1942, ~o Chie~ ' 6£ , the " "
Personal .Staff of'the 'SS, signatqre '
General Field'Marshal1 Milch.

of tre Gernan government, as set forth in Count One,

of,Czechslovakia and in the attack on Poland, set f orth in

common ob ject i ve s of the de f endant conspirators . Its

of pr-Ls ore r-s of war am Germanization of occupi ed ter ritories .

f orth in Counts Three and Four, particularly the murder and

of civilian .populations in occupied t erritor,y, the murde r and

Par . IV (F) . The Waf f en SS participated in tre waging of

,var , set f orth in Count Two . In the c ourse of such war all

blood" were a "master race", it in itself exempl i f i ed the doct r i nal

techniques of the conspiracy set f orth in Count One, Par . IV (C) . It

Par . IV (D) (1) . The ope ratdons of the SD; and of the SS Totenkopf

throughout EuroP3 .

It wa s at all times t re exclusive function an d purpose of the SS t o

fx;'.flIll 1925 until the em of the var the S8 played a majcr role in all

as..~~ ··Of .too conspiracy am in tte crimes against peace, tre war cr-Imes
1 .~ · , ' .,.\

nd tre ~r~es against humanity involved in ~aFrying out the conspiracy.

It was the most Nazi of all Nazi o~ganizations . Its members voluntarily

pledged themselves to uncompromising obedience in the struggle to secure

o~ganization,and the S8 Verfuegungstruppe and S8 Totenkopf Verbaende , as

;

begdnndng in the program t o exterminate the Jews, set f orth in Count One,

Par. IV, (D) (3) (d). Through the Al l gemei ne S8 as a par a- mil i t ar y

As an organization founded on the pr i nci ple. that persons of "German

~ts were utilized in the Invasdon of Aus t r i a , in the prepar at i ons f or, and

, .
Verba ende in concentration camps, were /IE!~'ns used by the conspirators to

\ ~ecure" the ir ;egiffie and terrorize the i~ opp onents, as set for th in Count

-one, "Pa r : IV CD) (3) (!?)1 Al l components of too SS par'tLc.ipat.ed from the
I

:..for aggressive war set f orth in Count One, Par . IV (D) (3) (£) . Al l these

tm dominance of tre Nazi regime in Gerrna.ny, in guaranteeing the can-
°l

tinuance of that regime , and in extending tte power of that regime

. se~ved as one of tte principal instruments through which the conspirators

I "prof e s s i ona l combat f orces, the SS participated in the military prepar at ions

..
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activities in carrying out those functi ons involved the :.commission of

tm crimes de f ined in Article 6 of tre Charter . It is submitted therefore

that tm SS, by reason of its aims and the means used far the accomplish-

mont thereof, should be declared a criminal 'or gani zation in accordance

with Article 9 o f tre Charter .

WARREN F. FARR
Maj0r, J .A.G.D.
Legal Staff Trial Organization
Secti on 6 .
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APPENDIX A

The Supreme Command of the SS (Rei chsf uehr ung- SS )
.'. ~

A statement of t he de par t ment s which made up the Supreme Command of

~he, S~ in 1943 and of the princ ipal f'unctd one of each depar t ment is

contained in the f ollowing:-e . ,

2640-PS. Organisationbuch da r NSDJI.P (1943)
pp . 419-422.

2825-PS. SS Soldatenfreund (1943) pp . 20-22.

The depar tments exis ting in 1944 are also listed in the f ollowing:

2769-PS. Original Order of Battle of tre SS,
1 November 1944.

The Deparf.ne nt s are t re f ollowing:

Pers~nlicher Stab de s Reichsfuehrers-SS
' (Pe r sona l Staff of Reichsfuehrer SS)

SS-Hauptamt
(SS Central Office)

SS-Fuehrungshauptamt
(SSOperatdona.l, Hain Office)

Rei chs s i che r he i t shau tarnt
SSReich Security Mai n Office)

S5-Rasse-und Siedlun shau tamt
S5 Race and 'Settlerrent Main Office)

SS-Wirtschafts-und Verwaltun shau tamt
SS Economic and Admi ni st r a t i ve Muin Offic e)

SS-Pers onalhauptarnt
(SS Personre L Ma in Office)

Haupt amt S8-Gericht
(SS Lega L Ma in Office)

Hauptamt Ordnungspolizei
(Main Office f or Order Police)

Dienststelle SS-ober ru nfuehrer Heissme er
Bureau SS-Obergrup Denfuehrer Heissmeyer

Stabshau ptamt de s Rei chs kommis sar s fuer die Festigung
deut sche n Volkstums
(Staff HQ of the Rei ch Comrnissiorer f or the
Cons olidati on of German Folkdom)

Hau tarot Volksdeutsche l.li.t ter ste l le
Main Office f or Ethnic Germans

The f ollowing de scr ipt i on :Jf t he pr incipal functi ons of the mor e

important depar t ment s is taken fr om theOrganisationbuch de r NSDAP (1943)

PP. 419-422:

~. Hauptamt Pe r s~nlicher Stab RFSS (Departrrent of the Personal Staff

'O<f '''\ahe Reichsfuehrer SS) ..

"' The " '~rst>na:L Staff developed fr om the Ad j ut ant ur »f too Reiehsfuehrer-
\ ..., ~ : '\ ~; ~ , ~\,,~.~ ... ~ , ,

\, SSe Attached t o 'i t ' are' f'Urt h"er allautho'I'ities t o which the Reichsfuehrer-SS

r:'-



has assigned the tasks 'Jf put t ing into effect special plans . The Chief of

the Pers onal Staff is pe r mane nt liaison- officer of the Reichsfuehrer-SS

at the Headquarters of the Fuehrer . There he dea l s with all questions of

the SS including the Ar med- SS a nd the Pol i ce .

b . SS Hauptamt (SS Central Offic e)

The tasks of the SS Central Offic e are ideological and political

direction , training, and education of the SS, r ecruiting f or the ~ole SS

and Police and those f ormations , which are attached t o the SS, and the

registration of the SS-members and their f amilies . A further task is the

bodily educat ion of , arid cultural care f or, t.be SSt Of Spe cial i mportance

are f or.mati on and l eadership of SS in Germanic countries .

c . Reichssicherheitsh~uptamt (RSHA or Central Security Department)

The R~ich Central Security Department ceals in its depar trre n t s with

orga nis at o ry, economic, t echnical mat te r s and mat te r s of pe r sonne l of the

Security Pol i ce and t.be Security Servic o (SD) . It is further the centre

f or the execut i ve of the State Police ant t he Criminal Pol ice a nd the

central office of the informati on- net wor k of t re Security Se r vi ce (SD) .

1. ss Rasse und Siedlungs Hauptamt (RuSHA or Race and Settlement

Department)

The SS Central Of f i ce f or Race an d Settlement dea l s in its depar tme nt s

with t he r aci al selecti on of SS-recrui tment, di r ect s t he choice of spouses

by the SS-Ire n and furthers t he f ounding of f amilies of v alue from t he view­

poi nt of hereditary bi ol ogy and wi t h many children . Suit able SS-men,

who wish t o s ettle a s f armers, are being Enabled t o own a f arm.

e . 5S FUhrunp,shauptamt (FHA or S8 Operat i ona l Headquar te r s)

The Rei chs f uehrer -SS us es t he S8 Operational Headquarters as cornrnand­

aut hority fa r t he l eadership of the Ar med-55 and f or the prernil i t ary and

postmilitary Ie adership an d training of the General SS. The SS Operational

Headquarters or igi na t ed in Augu s t 1940 from the nec essity t o br ing t ogether

in one authority all functions connected wit h the use , l eadership, organ i sa­

tion, and training of the units . In t he 8S Operat i ona l Headquar te r s there

are th8 followin g depar tment s : Cornmand-Auth,;rity cf the Ar rred SS, Command­

Aut hor i t y of the Gene ral 5S, SS-h.dmini s tration Of f i ce , S5-Arms Office ,.

Aut hor i t y far the Training of Leader s , S8-Sani t a ry Aut hori t y , In spect'Jrate .

! . SS Wi r t s chaf t s und Verwa ltunr.s Ha upt amt (WVHA or Economic an d

Administrative Department)

- 35 -
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The Economic and Admin i s t r at i ve Department dea l s with all dut i e s

'Y(:i.th. r e gard t o matters of administration and ec onomics, which are
"

a8s~ned t o it by the Reichsfuehrer-SS and Chief of the German Police,
, .~:~ .'

HeiIU'ich Hirnm.lez- ;
r, ' - ,

.' \ , l

g. Stabshauptarnt Des Rei chs kommi s s ar s FUr die Festigung Deutschen
" '. ..

Volkstums (Staff HQ of t he Rei ch Commissiore r or the Consolidation of

German Nationality).

It i s the dut y of the Staff HQ f or th e Re i ch Conunissioner f or the

Cons olidati on of German Nationality t o make and carry int o ef f ect all

necessary pl ans concerning the s ettlement and r econstructi on, including

any pr oblems of administration and economics connected with the r esettle-

rrent, pol i cy, e spe cial ly the choice of human rna t erial t o be settled. Its

field of activity covers t.re whole Rei ch am t he t erritories under the

go ve r nment of the Rei ch .

h. SS-Hauptamt Volksdeutsche Hi t t e l ste l le (Main Office t or the

Repatriation of Racial Germans)

The Ma in Office f or tre Repat r iat i on o f Rac i a l Germans deal s with

probl ems of race, especially those of the German race . It carries out

tasks allotted to it by the Rei chs f ue hrer SSe The main consideration in

thi9 work is strengthening the cons ci ousnes s of the unity of all Germans

and its practical consequences in r acial pol i cy .
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