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1. I NTRODUCTION

a. Sourc e

Nemes ZI NNEMA1m, Dr. Curt
R ~nks Obor st1e ut n nnt
I nterrog ~t eds 15 Aug 1945 , u . S. F. E. T . , M.I .S . Cent er

b. Pre amble

CSIRls

"<, ' I,i- ..~

We Wi St eb
We Wi ~I\!:lt

We 'Ji Rue Ant

We Wi St(\b Ost

In the summer of 1935 ZINJI!"lli:Ilil~N was drl'ft cd by Oberst THOMAS f or servieo
with the Wehrwi rtschafts s t fl b (W0r Ec onomy se-rr ), He WA S oommi. as t oncd a "Haupt-:­
mann , Erg oonzungs-Of f i zi f'r il (Cnpt"in , Supp Lemcrrt er v Of fic or) on 1 Aug 35, but
with the s onior i ty d~tc of r ank r (:tr opc t i vc t o 1 Apr 34:. On 1 ,Ypn 40 ho WA S pro­
moted t o the r-ank of Mflj or And on 1 Apr 42 t o Oberst It. Fr om 1 Feb 36 unti 1 late
1938 ho served as THOMAS ' adjutpllt . In Scptiembc r- of the I f'.ttcr· yc ar he undorworrb
a.n ope rat ion on A sti f f l eg, eb s cn tn ng himse lf from duty unti l Dcc ombc r-, Hi a :
s ec ond wi fe di ed in Mrr 39 nnd ZINNEtL~NN , neve r of r obust hon lth , s uffered ~ no r~

v ous br-e skd own, During J uly end .flUe: 39 ho did s omc wor k in t he offi cc , but it '
wa s not unti l Mar 40 t hpt he was f'b le t o r et urn to work f ull time . Throughout
t he war he WElS o.cti va in t he Vlohrv.1: rtschAft s - und Rucst ung sront (WAr Economy and .
Arm aments Office), in t he dcp er-tmcnb conc e rned with ob se r vat i on of f ore i gn e oon - '
cmi e s , ZINNEMA1-i'N was c epbur ed 5 Apr 45 in HEJ NI NGEN by t ho 11th Arnd Di v And
s ubsequently proce ssed thr ough PYlE 15 t ,) this Cunter.

One previ ou s r e port on ZINNEMANN h r. s been pub 1i s hod by U. S.F.E .T . , M. I .
S. Center. This was CSI R/2, Notes on J epNl , de tod 10 .l\ ug 45 .

The f ollowi ng sbb r-cvi at l 'om s aro us ed in t ho t ext of this r opcr-t j

Wehrwi rt scheft s stab (Wp,r Ec onomy St aff)
Wchrwi r t s cheft sF.'mt (War Econ cmy Ofr i co )
WohrV'ti rt scheft s ~ und Rue su ung s rcrc (War

Eo onony rmd Amp-ment s Of fic e)
~0hrwirtsc haft s Rtab Ost (W(\r Ec onony

Staff "East", a de po r-traerrt of tho
•.~ •.•. R " t )\ . e )'11 uo ~m

2. I NI' ERROG1l.TION RESUI1r S

fl.. TBE 'NE i,VI STAB

(1) Ori~~.

In the spring of 1935 Obers t Georg THOMAS - - t hen chi ef of the Heeres-
wsf'f'on amt CArmy Wenp0ns Of fic e) --WA S orde red by tho Mini ste r of VIol', Fe ld­

mer s che1l von BLOMBERG , t o SCt up 8 spocia l st nf f f or t he purpose of studyi ng
prob lem s of war econ omy. Thi s stAff WAS Als o t n be chor g od wi t h supe r-vi s i ng
che pr oc urement of arms end ot he r equi pne rrt fo r t he r evi vod co nac ri pt i on r.rJ::1y.
Heret of ore each of t he c cmmende r a-Ln-chtef of the t hroe b r anche s of the OKW
( i. e. th e Army, nrvy end eir f or c e ) hf'1d boen dote r uining tho rID 0unt s of equip­
ment r equ ired wi thin his own c omme nd , tho /1ctufl l pr oc ur-on orrb be i ng h endlcd by
the Wef fenemt (Wc r pons Off i ce) of thrt c~.rnd . Tho pr ovi si on of f ood and
c lot hing end t he c onstruc t i on of bF.' r rACks f or th0 tr00ps h" d beon the r es pon­
s i bi litie s of the edmini stnt i ve of fi co wi thin c ech of the throe arms , Thus
under this system t he t hree oormr-nd a hod been c ompeting wi th e aoh ot he r f or
the evei Leb Le supp 1i.os, pr ovoking ec ononi c instab i lit y, t hre r>t ening t o unb eI»
ance the pr ice end WAge sc ple s nnd t o exhAust t ho i ns uffici ent stock s of raw
mr.te r ie l s . It wp s t he pr i.mer-y pu r-pose of t ho We ~Ji Stnb t o c :)ordinF'to bh e de ­
mands of the ermed f~r co s , be lo nc i ng t hem agninst the exi sting ec ~nomi c system
and suppli es. Expe r i en ce g pil:ed i n ",'orld Wl3r I h ad pr ovod th,..t tho e c oncni c
fpct or i s F'S i mp0r t r nt t o tho succo ssfu l wpgin~ of p w,.. r r s rni1i t ,.. r y tac t ics
and str r>t egy, pnd thl't as s uc h i t mus t be given cqus I c onaLde r rrbd on ,
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CONJ?IDENT I.A L

(2 ) Difficulties of OrgAnizrti on .

In or de r t Q acc omplish the mi s adon n Wo hrw-i r t sc hef t sins pekte ur
(Wa r Eo on omy Inspect or) wi t h A st.eff of expe r t ec onorri sts was assi gned t o e ach
We hrkreis . Tho Inspekteur we.s chrrged with tho supe r visi on ~f ell thos o Agen~

oie s within his Wehr k ro i s which the We Hi St eb h Nl desi p 1pted t o furnish tho
We hrmAcht with supp Ia os , It t ook e lmos t 8 f u ll ycPr t o cr g ern ae the inspect ­
or at e s becsuso of the difficulty in fi nding qunLif'L od pc r s onne L, Tho Wo -,'{i Ste.b
wes ob l i ged t o t re in its of f i ce r s Dnd ~i lit Ary offi c i ~ l s fo r the work . since in
c rep.ting en e oononic of f i c e t o work wi t hi n the frp.mework of tho ~lehrt1 " c ht itse lf
t hey were acting without estAblished proc euent .

( 3 ) Pe rs onn e l.

Most of the men r ec r ui t ed f or wor k wi t h the "'re i"{i St eb or in t ho
Lnapec t or etie a hpd been P<CtiV6 or res orvo of f i ce r s i n :Tor l d Wer I . They were n ow
r e i nst l" t ed as Erg!:\enzungs offidere (S upplementl' ry Offic e rs) end wer e listed in
e se pA rAte r enk list . Both ective r. nd r os e r ve of f i c or s of the now W6hrn~cht t ook
precedence ove r them in promotions . ZINNElf~NN cites his ovm cpse as A typicr l
exsmp Ie of the diffe ronce in age betwee n the o l d Reichswehr of f i ce r a and those
of the new We hI'I!lt:'.cht , and the much sl owe r ed vanc cnerrt of the f orme r . This t no v­
it flbly c au aed a s eri ous r i f t in the I)f f i ce r s ' c or ps vli t h the realizati on on the
part nf the ol de r men thpt thoy wer-e bc ing us od on l y as f' mer-us t .o an end , l ev­
e l ling t he r oad ,f or y outh n ot " s i okc ned " by ol d c once pc s , At1 0ng the Er gn enzungs ­
offizie re there wr,s P gene rpl end i ncro8si ng di st As t e f or Nati ona l Socialist
principle s , as woll AS pe r-aonoI r ej ec t i on of the nan HITLER . Th os o worki ng in
the hi gher staffs and c orrt r e I he edquar-t e r-s oon f'Lr mod and strengthen od this pre ­
judic e as they bec amo Lnc r oas i ng Iy awer e of HITLER' s fnilur es as a politicr l
end I:li litflry I oeder , Within the of f i ce s of t.he We Vii St ab were hung very f ew
piotures of the Fue hro r ; this orat s ai on wr-s in itself £'1. r f'di c el dopr-r-t.ur-e fr oI'1
orth odoxy and indi cati va of t he ptti t ude of thes e ')f f i c e r a , An exc c pb i on t o the
gene r el rule were the Ergaonzungs offi zi e r o of the Luftwr-ff6 . For them. by the.
gr ace of Goeri ng. pr omoti ons wer e more r Api d ond N£'1 t i ona l SocialiSB was ~s ~ di r ­
e ot a onsequenoe he ld in hi~her ostcom .

( 4 ) Oberst Ge? r g TH~MAS .

THOHAS hlmseIf had be on shprply Ant pg')ni st i o t o the NAZi r-e girao
fr om i ts incept i on be CAus e the d i rec t i on of its foroi~n And d Qne s t i c pol i c i e s
made war inevitAb Le , Aware of Ge rman ec onomic dc f't ol onoic e , THOM.\ S fr equent l y
and urgently pointed out t h flt they we r e hoadcd f or D wpr with vi rtuEllly no po s ­
sibilit y of success . On t hat 'poi nt he PGre ed full y wi t h 1finiste r Dr . SC J1AC Hr.
who wi t h Oberbuorge m ei ste r Dr . GOERDELEH f r equont ly visi t ed hirn during the lpt e
30 ' s , ZUmEMANN hi n s e lf he er d THOM.AS ox pr oss his oppos i t ion t o P WH . Confi d ­
ent ial l ecture s on this s ubj eot were given by TBOMAS nnd Als o by Mp.j or BEL~IER

(since dec oased }, who wes his first gcne r s I staf f of f i c e r . Thes e l ect ure s , i n ­
cluded in tho instructi on c ourses of the Kricg s ";'.~k nderrd. e r- nd the ",1ehrr.lDcht -Aka­
Jemie . consisted ohiefly of' statisticrl ocmper i a cns between the ec on cmi c pot ent ­
I'a l a of t he world and of' Ge rrnnny , t hat of the l ptt er being pr-cserrtcd ns hi gh l y
Lnade quete , On his ccc os l on r L't. cur e of Lns pcct i on t.hr ough 't h e c ountry ' s pLo rrt s
and fect ories THOHAS ne ve r ff\i l ed t o c cmncrrt t o l ording i ndus t r i r Ii s t s on the
co oncnu c imp ossibi lity of r. successful Vl r> r . Other points in which he b o l i e vod
nnd which he disc ussed publicly we r e : the; ne ed L ,r f) st nnd i ng r-rmed f'or-oe , i n
'd.AW of the comps r stri vo Ly hi gh ec cn on I c potont i f'l ls of Fr-anc e end Rus s i a] the
fo lly of c ont em p l et in(~ a wsr , sinc o it wou Ld c »us c p f' or metri on of oppo s i ng pow­
ers essentia lly thG same (\8 in World Wrr I j t.h o r e vivel of hot r od f or Gornwny
due t o t he Npzi r ebi mo's i r resp onsible us o of f orco . Thes e stAtements inovit ­
ably CAme t o the et tenti on of the Prrt y l eade rs And P f ow Y8f)rS later THOMAS
was broken i n r Ank. ZI NNEMANN e ssR~esthpt TB01~S wes nr r estod in c onnect i on
wi t h the inc ident of 20 J ul 44 .
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CO N F I DE ·N T I A L

b. THE WE WI Am' 1M 01\.'1'

(1) Orgp niz Rti on.

CSIR/5

On 1 J ~n 38 the We Wi St ab of fi ce s were moved fr om Bondlerstrnsse
27 (fl buildi ng ad joi ni ne; the we ll kn own She l l v Heus in BERLIN W'35) t o r ooms of
the old GenerplkoMmpnd o RA US at Kurfuorst enstr Rss e 63. At tho same t ime tho ~o

Wi StAb was r-en smed "ric "{i Amt" pnd TROH!1S WI' S pr-omot.cd t o Gene r a l maj or (Brig­
~di e r General). During ZINNE1t~~~Jls t enure of of f i c e r s ~dj utant , 1 Feb 36 until
l ate 1938, the ge ne r pl p l Rn of org pni z Rt i 0n wps c

.-_._-- ~_.~--- _..--- --
Chi ef of t he OK\"'_J

:--Flr s-t--b-;) Pt-,
'---'-'-1 .._ - _ .;

I
l

- S'ubs ec ti oris ':'" -- !
Org eniz!:\ti on !
Pers onnel I

,
'.

! Sec-;nd De pt :°_
0

. _ . . • • • _ _ • _ _ I

!
. i S Ubs~~'ti~n s s ----I
i Raw Mpt e r i e l s :
I Fue l s I

\ Lab or Pool
Trnffic

ZINNE1~NN np~ed two men who ~~uld prnb nhly bo- Abl e t o f,i vo Po more c omplete do­
t Ai led picture of the orr An i zflti :-Jn s Ge ne r-r-L !IUENB~ IANN , THOl1AS I ll\st Chief of
Steff, lRst kn ovm t o be w Jrking vn t h the s ervic e i n Fr~n c 0 ; ~)s o Oborstlt. DOER­
NER, ZINNEMANN's s ucc es s or AS r>.dj utf'lnt , l ost kn own t o be Admi nistrpt or of the
erchi ves of tho iVe Wi Amt in HUSKAU , be li e ved t o h !\ve been in VAC T.1A)r huringi f\

at the end of the war .

(2) Pers onnel.

Pors onnol of t he ~Ve Wi Amt i n 1938, as ,r omembe r ed by ZINNEY~NN, weres

Chi ef of We ii Ant
Hoad of Fi r s t Dept
Head of Sec cn.l Dopt
Foreign St ~tes Se ct i 0n

Ge ne r r 1maj or T j toM.1I S
Oborstlt. BUENCRMANN
Frog ~tt en-Kapitren RIEVE
Obers tlt. HAT ZKY , wi t h f '.,ur of f i ce r s

In the crisis After the ro~ulpti on of tho Sudeten Gemen pr ob l em, Oberst It. HUE­
lffiRMANN became Chi ef of Staff, ond Mrj or de r Luftw~ffe Wilhelm BEC KER j oined the
First Dept. BEC KER WElS als o put in charge of the Foreign St ptes ' Secti on.

(3) Activiti es.

The t asks of the of fi ce exp nndod tremend ous l y when i t 'toQk ove r the
trusteeship of e oonomt c e Ll.y I mport errt pr oducing r,e; encio s i n Austri P', Saar-Land
and Sud etenl£'n cl, pnd I nter t h os e i n Bohemia nnd Hor El- vie . The ob aor vatn on of f or­
e ign e con omies c ontinued t o b e neglected, And showed n o se ri ous or worthwhile
r esults.
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o, THE WE vrr. RUE AMT

(1) Changes.

CO N F I D E N T 1 ..\ L OSIR/5

In the s pring of 1939 t he mio si cn uf t he Wo Wi ~t wa s of f i ciA l l y
expended t o inolude oomp1ete s uporvi s i on of t he prod uct ion of arm emerrc s , The
name of the of f i ce was c orres ponding l y oh angen t o 11"::;e Vii Hue Amt" and tho Wo hr ­
kreis ins pect oretes were r en omed "Rues t unrs-I ns pokt i 0non". Thei r dut ie s and
functions were n ot m~teri p..11y ~,ffect( <l b y the change , In c cns i de r-etd on of the
Lncr-e ss i ng importl'nc e of rAW I:'wte r ipls , t he Raw Helte ri pl s Sub se cti on of the Sec­
ond Dept wes set up as a complete s ect i on under Obers t lt. BEO IIT. Vfuen i n the
summer of 1939 weir se emed more i l!lI:1inont thpn eve r I the We Wi Rue lllnt beg an t o
draft f ormer of f i ce r s nnd r eserve of f i ce r s f or traini ng. Tho steff of i nstruct­
ors pttpched t o the Chief of Staff t aught A f 0ur weeks ' course in a l l as pects
of the or g nn i z rt i ::->n pnd administra'ti on of war eoonoray t o All "lYe -in Rue Amt of ­
fioers and of f i c ip l s , thos e of the i ns pect or r t e s RS well A S t hose i n the central
office.

(2) ZINNEMANN's dut ies .

Due t o i 11 he s It.h , ZINlJEMANN worked on Jy at odd Lrrt e rve. La in t he
period fr om Sep 1938 until Mar 194-0 (s ee par a l, b. ). He was therefore r e pl ac ed
E!-s adj ut ant; of the We Wi Rue Amt and i ns t e ed trAnsf err od t o the Fore ign State s
Secti on. There he was assi gned tho herot ofore neg lected ob sor vat ion of the t er­
ritories in Asia end Asia Mi no r . Ili. a s our cos wore tho dome st i c an d f oreign
press end reports of scientific institutes. Re ports fr om the Abwehr s ecti on of
the O~N on this sub2ect were r emarkably r are.

d. THE WE '-'IT RUE AMT Dur~I NG TUE 11/~{

(1) Outbreak of ITar .

War oeme as a sur prise beoaus e it devo l ope r:l. wi t hin a ve ry few day s ,
without the customery prot r act ed buildu p t o a cri s is. Conseq uently the ~e Wi
Rue Amt wes caught unpreppred with the er.m Dment s prog rpm sti l l in it s b eGinnings.
ZINNEMANN oomments that the weI' w~s thus st ~rted i n a s enseles s f~shi on, without
suffioient f orethought , wi t hout suffie iont p l ann i ng ; th p,t the i mmed i at e succ e s s e a
were possible b o oeuae they were won I?-c "dnst on l y mi nor f rAct i on s of the event ua l
array of oppcs i ng f orc es; th8t a pro longed cl ur et i on of the now inevit able wor ld
war c ould onl y Leed t o e co n omi c failure, bArri ng the ent ry of unf ore seen f nct ors.
Such a fact or seemed pre se nt fit the time of the p ~ct wi t h the S:)vi et Uni on in
view of that neti on's eo onomic res ources, per t i cu lor ly of f ood end fuels. Thi s
edv~ntage was l ost when Germany dec Ler ed WAr on tho USSR; fr om thRt point on
eoonomic f~ilure and , as A di re ot oons equence, milit Rry failure v~re f orese e able.

(!) Pers onn el. (For orgpnizpti on of t he "Te Wi Rue ;'r.tt s ec pf.\ r p (3),nexi: p"ge )

To the best of ZI NNEMANN's kn owledge , pe r sonne l dur i ng the first
yoar of the war were,

CONFIDE N T IA L

Chief of We Wi Rue AInt
Adjutant
Chief of Stnff

Amtsgruppe InlanJ

Amtsgruppe Ausland

Genera1 d . Lnf , T IIOHAs
Oberst It. DOEIDIER
Oberst d. G. (Colonel of the . Ge neral
Steff) TWElffiIDJUlliNj succeeded by Oberst
d . G. z . V. (Colonel of the Gene r A.l Staf f
on s pecial assi gnment) von GUSOVIUS
K ~pi t r en z. See MEEND SFoN- BOHIKEN ,
succes s or of RI EVE
Oberstlt. d .G . d .Lnftw. (Lt. Col. of
the Gene r s I St aff' of t he LUf twaf fe )
BECKER
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( 3) Organizati on of the We Wi Rue Amt.. During Fi rst Year of War .

...----.... -.....- ---'------._ ...._-.._....l
[ Ghief ot:. . t l}~.)·;9.JIi. R.u.~ .:l\mt .

' J'
, l

' ,I.'
.'.'

' I:

r
-·.- ---"-·--·-·-..-·--··-·.·...-....-."',Wir t schf\fts _:\ omm findos I

{~~.?n 0EJ_~_ Fo~.~~!~~rm~.~.~ .l

(4) Sub ordinAti on of THOMAS t o TOOT .

,
I

_ _ ._ . _" _" _ _.". . I
\ Subsoctions with Am y ~ J
IGroups in the East ,

'" . ~ • .. . _• • . •• ~ . . _ .. • " . ._ .. ._ • .l

Alre fl uy by the s ec ond ye" r of tho w~r THOH~I\S ' positi on ws s pr cCf\r­
Lou s , He Wf".S subordi neued t o Reichsmini ster Dr . TODT , who by a decree of 17 Hal'
40 had been rnsde Reich Ploni potontiary f or .Am pme nt s p.nd Munitions . This wns for
THOMAS A pers onAl de f o pt attributable t o the disfAvor in which he Wf\S held by
Pa rty lORde rs . ActUAlly the re wer e ot he r r eps ons e It had been di fficult fo r
THa\~S , pr ofessi 0nal s oldier And not : P~rty memb e r , t o c ope with c onf licting
c i vi Li en and Party agenci es . A Pe rtymembe r , one more c ppable of deeling with
ci vi 1i en euthori ties , seemed ncc e as e r-y t o c ompl ote successfully the t remendous
t ask of r e ermsmerrt on en unprec edent od SCf11e . The otho r egoncies working in
t he s ame gene ra l fie ld as the We Wi Hue .4mt "nd the r efore to some extent i nter­
f eri ng with its mi ssi on wer e : the Wi rtscheftsministeri~~ (Ec on~mio . Mini stry ) ,

Goering 's "Four YeAr PlAn " , the Reic hsnr beitsministel:' ( Lebor Minister) , t ho
Pre i sk cmml as e.r (Price Commissi one r) , the Ret chsbenk , the Deut sche Arbe i tsfr ont
(Germen Lpbor Fr ont) , t he Verkehrsmi nistor (Trl'1nsp ortflti on Ministo r ) , tho Dr ­
naehrung smini s t er (F ood Mi ni s ter ) , . tho Reichsfor stmei s t er (Npti on rI Chi of of
Forest r y ) , and in the sphe r e of f or eirn t r ede t he Auswae r tiges Amt ( F'ore i gn Of­
f i c e). ZI NNE1~NN d oes not know whflt wore the intornel consequences in t he We
Wi Rue Amt of ~ ODT 's app ointment . Fr om hi s ass ociptes ho l e arned t hat worki ng
with TODT was n ot unp Ie eaanb , f or he WflS c ompet ent find busine ss like .
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CO N FID E NTIA L

(5) Additi onAl Ins pectorptes .

C SII~/5

In 1940 eo on on i c Lns pecb or-o't .e s were fi s t l'b li shed i n NorwPoY, Dcnm nrk ,
Holland, BoIg i.um rnd FrRtlce . Thoir s peci f ic f uncti ons were unkn own t o Zn mEMANN,
but their orgAnizeti on WI'S prob pbly identic rl wi t h thrt of the Wohrkrei s ins pect­
orptes in the homeland . Other ins poct or atcs wer e similnrly set up in Serbi p And
Greece in 1941 . Als o A 'i'lehr wi r t sc hpft s of fi ce r W!'l S E'tt Ached t o the Oorrnnn 011­
itary missi on t o e sc h Alli ed st pto .

e . THE WE ~rr AMT

(1 ) Trpnsfer of Funotn ons ,

Further r oargrniz e.ti on of tho 'Ve 7/i Rue Amt in the mC'l was t o tpke
p l eoe when Albert SPEEH succeeded Dr . TOOT P-S ~~i nist or of Armrffi nnts And Huni t ions
upon the Ifltter's de rrt h in Feb 42 . Tho fun ct i ons r el nt i nG t o r-rmemorrb s , whi ch
hed boen exorcised heret ofore by the We WI Hue Ant, wer-e t rrn s fe r rod t o the Hi n­
istry of Armame nt s and Muni t i ons under SPEER. The t wo s ec ti ons of tho of f i ce
trl'nsfer red t o the SPEER mini st r y were the ono oher[,od wit h orm~ent s i ns pocti ons
in the Wehrkreise end t he s ecti on charged with ec on omi c s i nvesti g eti ons i n t he
occupied territories . I n this WflY the f'uncbL on e L sc ope ;)f t he 'No Wi Rue kn t WM

r eduoed, and the of f i ce be c pne kn own simply as the Wehrwi rt s ch eft sr~t (~rr Ec on-.
omy Office) .

(2 ) Othe r Aspects in th o Re org ~~ i.~ti on .

(0.) Tho We Wi Steb Ost c 0nt inucd as an i ntegrel ~rb pni z rti~np l

part within the We "li Amt' . It was , dur i ng tho Las t f ew months cf' t he vter , undc r
supervi ea on of' Gcnere l d . Irif , STAPF and hnd t hr eo ~7i rt sc h p. ft s -I nspekt ionen

(Economic Lnspec't or et e s ) on the Eas t er-n Fr ont , one pt oeoh "rr.:y r;r l)up. Erch
Lnspeo't or-abe wns sub-dI vidcd into Kcmmendos , And P. :Cor:lr.l !'ndo Wf S e.ttpchcd t .o e ach
army . During the r etre at , the re wes ~ shi ft in r c s pcnsibiliti os r nd f unc t i ons
of the ermy groups nnd of t.ho civil !'rimini strnti em in tho r e ar nr e ps . The in­
spe ctorptes and ~( omm rmdo s were eb o l i shed , nnd '7ehr wi r t schnfts - Of f i zi c r-e (Hi I -
i t flry Econ omics Officers) , kn own as Tfeeros-Wirtschp,ft s fuehror and .Arnoe-',7irt­
schpftsfuehrer , wer e substituted . Si mi l".r positi ons wer c c r o r-bed i n t he ':fes t
and on ot he r fronts . The d ut y of the s e of f i ce r s wps t o securo suppli es f or the
army and t o r e nde r assistAnce in ' c onnec t i on wi th t he r CDl ')vfl pnd pr ot e cti on of
important industries .

(b) Th e functi on of. the We Wi t.mt had been s o r educed thrt Gon
THOMAS WP..S f oroed t o Ask I'or eno t.he r aa s i gnmcrrt , 11s :IITLER WAS opposed t o him ,

' i t is pr obpble thrt he was not dismiss ed onl y beCAuse KEITEL interceJ ed f or him .
The latter used him ' as A so- celled Generol z. b .V. Nr . 1 (Gen ore l with s peci nl
assignment No.1 ) at t he of f i co of the chief (I f the orc"!. Tho r ec ords c ar-r i cd
him as ~'Ji rt sc h pft sb er eter (Dc onomdc Ci)nsu ltl'lnt ) . Pr-e s umebIy this ass i gnment
did not show any r e s u l t s. Gen THOMAS r et ainod Oberstleut nent DOERBEH as his
adjutent ~nd moved t o ~roSKAU , Oberleusiti , whon hi s of f i c6 wes de str oyed dur i ng
an ai r atteck in Nov 43 . The now of f i ce wes l oc ~t o d in the castle of Count v~n

ARNIH. Th e r ec or ds of f i co of the :'7e Wi Al!l t wns in the s rme t own. I t is s fli d
that Gen THOMAS in his new pos i t i on Wf' S wr)rki nr: on fln out l i ne f or the hi s t ory
of the German W8r ec onomy.

(c) His succ ess or wns BEC 1illn, f'ormer chi ef of the Amts i;ru?pc
Ausl "nd, while Obers t TROITZSC:qb ecomo de puty he ad , c hrv r t ed wit h supervisi on
of the Wehrwirtschrfts -Offiziere in alli c tl countri e s .

(d ) Nearly pll do c uments wor e de s t r 'Jye et dur i ng en air 1'1''.1 <1 on
the night of 22 Nov 43 . !J. new of'f'Lo e was cpenod in t he Ziethen Ba.r r acks i n
FRANKFURT a , d . ODEll . Some secti ons , such as t he Kri c[;Sf,cr f\ctch ende 1 (Com­
merce in War Mate r i a l ) find the Mi ne r Fl loe l bew:i r t s ch nf t ung (Mfmegement of Pet ­
r oleum), wer e transferre '1 t o the Drei -Linden Sch ool i n ·,1A:NNSEE. !l now sot -up
wes not esteb lishe d , but Oberst d . G. I{JH.SCT~ beo amo chief of t.he f crcign s ec ­
tion and had under his supervisi on Gruppcn "lest , Ost, and Suod .
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f . THE FEID1VIRTSC r.t.~Fr SAHT (FIELD ECONOW OFFICE)

( 1) Introducti on .

.c SIR/S

Upon the do s i r o of n n1 stor SPEER , the We :·ri Amt was r en amed during
the summe r of 19 44 . The neme then nd 0?te~ was Fe l dwi r t sc h af t s ro1t (Fie l d EC0n ­
roy Offi ce) t o show the c onno c t i on wi t h tho ot he r military de par t ment s , such as
the Feld -Korrunand antur (i . o . , fi eld he adqu er-ce r a in r e pl' A re~s 'nnd oc cupi ed c ount­
r i e s ), the Feld - Ge richt (Judge - Adv ocnte Gener el t s Depr rtr::ent ) , t h0 Fe ld-Gei st -
Liche (Chap Le i n s} , etc . Evon r:t t h F' t time no new set-up r-esu It ed , Gen-
er-s l I eut.narrt BEC KEil wna r-e pLaced by the f arne r chi ef of We ·.7i Stab Ost, Ge noral
de r Irif , S'l'APF , h olde r of the Kni Ght 's Cross , tho I r on Cr os s , and t he ;Va r Ser­
vi ce Cr os s with Swor d s .

( 2) Re or~"lOiz~ti en end New As si.Fnme nb of P?rS~lC l.

V1ith appoi ntm e nt of Gen ST Ai F c erne the be ginning of the end phase
i n the eventful de ve Lopmerrt of nn appn r r-b us new i n this wP.r . Gon STAJ."'F r e or gan­
i ze d t he of f i ce . He b r ough t with him all the Lead.in]; per-aon oIf.b l e a fr om t he mi l ­
i t ary and civil s ecti ons of t he Wi St ab Ost , Thi s latt e r of fi ce ce sa ed t o exi st
when the r e tre at in t he E~ st occ ur r ed . Reorgani zed, the Feldwirtschoftsf'mt had
five maj or- secti ons . Tho i nte r ne l cr?, pni zf\t ion , t ogethe r with tho n cmee of t he
chi e f pe r sonn e l in charrrc s o fer PS Z ~NNEr,!.AI N r ememb e r s , is g i ven in Tnb l e I be >
lew. (F" r pe r-s onal i ti es in the lib t .oi Iunr; Aus l p.nd of th e Fa Idwi r-t sc haf't.srmt , soe
Anne x liB" ).

Or Gflniznt i on of t he Fe Idwi r-t ach nf'b e rmt;

Summer ,

----------- ---
Secti on or Uni t

Chi e f of Feldwi rtschnft s~mt

Chief of Stflff

Chef-Abteilun~ (Misc e11l\ne ous and
Admi ni strpt i ve Secti on )

Gruppe Pers ~nal (Pe rs onn e l )
Gr uppe Abwi ck l ullf' de s Wi Stab

Ost (Disban~~ent of Wi St Ost )
Refe rnt Krie~ st ngcbuch (WRr

Diary)

Abte ilung Aus lnnd ( Foro i gn Se cti on )

Gr up pe Ost
Gruppe West
GruP?e Sued

Abt e i l ung Mi ne r aloe l ( Pe t r o l e un
Sect i on )

1944

___ '. 0-
Offi ce r In Cha r-go

- _ _ - • • 0 - _

Gene ral d . Lnf' , ST.JiPF

Oberst MUS Sh"'T (f' ormo r Iy Chici'
0f Ste f f of ~i Stpb 03t)

Obe r s t T lET ZE (forme rly Chiof
of ?er s onne l Se ct ion , Wi Amt )

Ob e r s t d . G. KIRSCH

Oberst l e utnnnt Dr . ZI NNEMA NN
Kflpt . z , Seo Dr . STUEBEL
()b ~) r8t leutn A.Dt Dr. REl\lTSCn

~ ~pt . z , Se e GRIE BFL

(Cont i nu ed next p~re)
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Amtsgruppe Feldwirtschpft

Abteilung Wirtso h~ft

(Eoonomics Secti on)

Abteilung Rohst offe (Raw
Mater i al s Secti on)

Abteilung Ern8ehrunf,s~~rtsch p ft

(Food Secti on)
Abt ei lung For st wi rtsc hnft

(Forestry Sec ti on)
Abtei l ung Arbeitseinsetz ( J:. '~e.n­

powe r AllocAti on Secti on)

Section or Unit (C ont i nue,d ) Offi cer i n C h~rg e

._ - _._ -- ._ - -- _._ .•..._.._.
Genor el STAPF

Offi ci !'. l el f t he Rei.chewi r-t.ec hefbs ­
mini st er i urn (Re i ch Hi r:i st ry f or
Econonic s)

Ur.known

Offici ~ l of the Rei chneehrstende s
(Rei ch Food Mi ni st r y )

Of f i ci pl of the Hei chf or st mei ster s
(Reich lli ni st r y f or Fores t ry )

Offi ci ~ l of t he Rei chspnsta lt f uer
Arbei tsmitt lunE (Rei ch Insti t ute
f or Empl oyment Sorvi ce)

Amtsgruppe 'Vehrwi rtschfJ.ft

Abt eilung Wehrwirtschpft
(ITehr\rirtschafts Of f i cer s
in f oreign countries)

Abteilung Kr i ogsge reetehende l
(Secti on f or Commerce in
1Var Mptor ial )

Abt eilung Verkehr (Traffic
Secti on)

Abteilunr, Wehrmacht -Tr uppen­
bedarf (Secti on f or Wehr­
macht Troop Requirements)

ob e r st Dr . R1.JDELSD0RFF

Ober st TROITZSC H

~b er st leutn ant Dr . RADTKE

Gber st d. Luftw. ~i'ERNICH

Unknown

(3) Functi ons of the Feldwi rts chp.fts Amt .

( 8 ) The maj or functi on of t he r e crg eni zed of f i ce ViPS t o pr ovide
the troops with su ppli os, fl. t esk bee omi nj; Lncre asd ng Iv di f f i cul t . The combat
zone had moved back int o the prep over whi ch tho ci vi li an e.dmini st rr ti vo agcnct ca
exercised Authority. Cl ose oooperati on with t ho civil edmini s t r r- tii cn WA.S nec­
essary. It waa f or this r e ason thet the l.mts f,ru ppe Feldwirt schrft wa s es t ab­
lished undor t he di rect supervisi on of the Amt chi ef. For t he esme r-ess on , the
chi ef s of secti on within the Amt sgr uppe Fe l~wi rt s cheft we re cf f i ci r l s t 8ken fr an
the t echnicrl ministri es end pssi gned f or t he d ur~t i on t o functi ~n s cor.nect od
with the milit ery establi shme nt . They r-ern s l ned c'i vi Ll an 0f f i ci f1 1s find concur ­
rently sup ervised their own civili an ern pl oyeo s ,

(b) ~ther functi on!'11 expAnsion in t he Feld~art sch8fts emt nOC GS ­
dtated the creeti on of e new unit in the of f i ce t o su pervis e t he work of tho
Wshr wir t sch8f t s - 0f f i zi ere (1.1i Ii t e.ry Economics rlf f i cers) in t ho eLli ed count­
r i es, who were concerned pr i mr r i ly vn t h eccn :mic mQttors of inte re st t o t ho
Wehrmacht . This new unit was headed by nbe rs t TRnITZSCH, who hed cha rge not
only of the W'ehrwirtschefts-'iffizi ore, but als o of the :7ehrkrei s -Kcmm and :Js .
These le.tter pos i ti ons had been cre rvtod at t he time when the f uncti on of arm­
aments inspection was trensfcrred fr ~~ t ho ~7e ~i Amt t o t he Mi ni s t r y under
SPEER• . The duties of t he of fi cer s i n t he '7ehrkrei s are not known t o ZIIINE­
11ANN. However, they appeAr ed limited . end tho of f i ce r s concentrpt ed moi nl y upon
eiding the ~ehrkreisbefehlshaber in insti tutinr, pr ot ect ive and r escue me asure s .

(c) The ot hor secti ons of tho Fe l dwir t sche ft sMnt cerri 0d out t he
same functi ons ,nth which thoy hnd been chorced be f or e r e or c.anizati on of t ho of ­
fice , but on e. smeller scale bocaus e of t erritorial Lcs ses , I ndicative of this
reduotion in the sc ope of f'unctdons is the r educti on in per sonne l of t he of'f'i cc ,
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By autumn 1944 the per sonne l had re ~ched ~ low ~nt,~nd the st~ff wes even fur­
ther r educ ed upon r emov ol of t he of fi ce t o lIEININGDN. The A\islr.nds Abtoi lung,
f or example, consisted of on ly ni ne of f i cer s end nine mAle end femple employees.
The Gruppe nat withi n the Aushnds Abteilung c onsisted f'Ln eLl.y of onl y two of ­
fioers, one serge pnt, And t wo f emple emp loyees . Constructive activity WAS then
no l onger possib le .

(4) Location of t he 0f f i ce .

i'/hen the fightin~ st rrt ed ne ar FRANKFURT , tho of f i ce VIP S moved t o
BERLIN-WAm~SEE , and during t he midd lo of Feb 45 i t wes tr ansferred t o the Dr~ch- '

enberg Barracks i n UEININGEN. Bee auae of events €It t he f ront end di sr upted c om>
munic ati ons, furthe r work WA. S i mpos si ble. ' ~n 31 ME\r 45 ordor s we re issued t o
dest roy the gr e pt e st pprt of the docune nts , and on ly a f ew were hi dden in the
cellars of the ba r ra cks and in t wo ir0n chests. Tho l etter wera r em oved t o e
tavern in BIBRA, 15 krn s outh of MEINI NGEN . The r em "i nder of tho of f i ce in BER­
LIN was transferred in Mar 45 pre sum abl y t o LArIDS TnIT, Bavar ia. The r ec ords of ­
fice was moved from MUSKAU t o VACTiA , s outhwest cf EI SENAC ~.

g. FI NAL DAYS OF T'9E FT.:LD'\VIR7 SC'iAFT Sf.MT

vThen t he documents of: the of f i ce flt MEIHDmEN were de st royed , tho senior
of f i ce r , Ober s t RUDELSD JRFF. was gi ven t he very di f f i cu lt task of def endi nr, the
area and wps appoi nted combat comm flnder of 1ffiININGEN. He tried, \nthout suoc ess,
t o decline Accept i ng thi s meani ngIe as dut y. Tti. s deput y was ,iber st KIRSC H, whi Le
ZI1~~~~ was charred with res ponsi bility f or mai ntonrnce of telephone c ommun­
icati ons with the out post s And ...d. th BERLIN. on 1 Apr 45 F\ ' CP we.s established
in p house on the slope of the ~o st bpnk of the We r r 8 at BE LENEN-rmIW. There
were no troop units Assi gned f or the de fe nse of the preA, And the tr oops Aveil­
E" '1le oon.sisted of appr oximatoly 500 of f i ce r cRndi drtes of the TiungAr i l'l n army,
. ar t s of the r eplac ement trpininr. bntt8li on in ~~ININGEN , rnd s ome 500 strag­
gler s who had r etre fl t ed fr om t he fr ont i n the FULDA sect or, a t otAl of not more
thrn 1,200 men with whom t o hold A fr ont of 20 kID. The we r pons avpileble c on­
sisted only of rifles fnd s ome 200 Penzerf~uste. There were no heavy we apons
nor mAchine ~un s . nne d ~y a het te ry of r ocket pr oject or s Appeared rnd opened
fire fr om behind the lines , but the next. dpy this bflttery W P S nowhere t o be f ound.
'":.1 2 pnd 3 Apr t here WAS some pet ro l f'cti vi t y. i n 5 Apr 45 MEININGEN fell almost
without r esistance s i nce its Acti ve de fense hac n0t bee n or der ed .

3. C'")NCLUSI i NS

This i s the onIy r opor t which wiLl be is sued on Lnf'ormrvt i on r eoei ved from
~be rst le utn8nt Dr . Curt ZINNEMANN on t his subj ect.

(Ed: HLS, GET )

F~r the AC of S, G-2:

I
\
I

!

Di st r ib uti on liD"
23 Sep 45
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HE.~DQUARTERS

UN ITED ST ,~T ES F'iRCES EUR'ij'EliN TI1Ell'rER
HI 11'r lIRY INTELLI GENCE SI:RVIC r. CEI,IT ER

Apr) 757

11 NN E X "A"

csrR/5
19 Sep 4 5

ORGANI ZAT I GN AND FUNCT I ONS i F 'F iE ",'n,rrSG-RUrrE AUSLAND
IN TPE--VrERR'VnnTscYjAFrS-::" UNDROEST urifGSinIT

Souroe. ZINNEMANN, Dr . Curt

1. INTRODUCT I 'iN

Rank , ~be rst leut n A nt

a . Grg Ani zet iona l ~nd functi onRl de t pi l s ,.hout tho Amtsgruppe AuslenQ. the
secti on of the We ~:ri Icue A."'1t ( seo pnr r- s 2,c &.. d,pr 3-6) i n which ZINNEH11NN worked
throughQut the w~ r , are give n be l ow. The ID p. j or c onc orn of this secti 0n wps with
theec Qn omies of f oreif,u o ourrbr-i e a , In the e er Ly dsys of the wer , i t hnd t o c on­
tend always ~Qth the time f~ct 0r . Thus, it w~ s st i l l worki nf on its pre limi na r y
analysis of the Polish e c on~my durinf the summer of 193 9 whi l e t he actuel cem­
paign f or the c ountry wPS be i ng c onduc t ed . The enplysis did n ~t a ppe~r until
after the c onclusi on of the c ampedgn, The eo cncmi c Lns pec t or ebe f or ;"o lFl nd 'which
had advanced with the troops was thus f oroed t o work vri t hout su pporting mpterial
or adequpte bri efing . Pre liminery fmel~!s es and studi es oonstently f ollowed in
the wake of the RctuAl e vent s they sh~uld have preceded . This wes bec ~use thr oug'
out the wer even the hi ehest militRry le~ders fpi1ed t o br ie f the secti on or t o
give Any indiopti on of whi c h ~reRS end economies were of interost .

b . In early Hey 41. ZINNIDlliNN, as s peciF'list on Asia and .Asi'" Hi nnr , wps
detpiled t o go t o SyriFt Flnd Leb »non , there 't ., study ec onomi c conditi ons on the
spot . At the seme time he wps t o Aid ~ATnf , then p lcni 2otont i er y of the Rei oh s ­
regi erung (Reich g ove rnmerrt }, in the tpsk of suppIyi ng erms f or tho projeoted
uprising in Iraq, thes e arms t o be tpkeu fr om the dem~bi li zed French troops in
Syr i e and Leban on , Upon his I1rri vAl ZINNEMMTN ...'IP S t old by RAl1N that the lAtter ,
pr ob l em ha d FllreA '~y bee n settled . de spi te the r of'us e I of Gene r oI DENT Z, Frenoh
;Ii g:h Commissi oner f or SyriFl and Leb an on , t o hove eny p F' r t in the ",ff eir . ZI NNE­
MANN found the e oonomy pr i mi ti ve , unwor'thy of study, s o After t wo weeks of i dle­
ness he re pert ed be c k on 6 Jun ·n t o BERLIN. It is his r ec olleoti on thet R.liTIN I B
aotivities resulted in the furnishing of r-b ou't e ig ht fi eld pi ec e s with rmnuni t i on
100 ol d mechi neguns pnd 1000 rifles t o the i nsurgents i n I raq. The vent ure was
in additi on go i ven the suppor-t of 12 Gorman end 16 ItAli pu fi ghter p I r-nes j ne ver­
theless by the end of MAy 41 it hpd c olla ps ed . Major von BLOMBBRG . the s on of
Fe Idmsr-ec he H von BL' MBP.RG end Leade r of the Ge rms n aqu edr on , W I' S lei Ll ed du ri nr,
Lhe uprising.

2. IMP1RTANr PERS'iNNEL

€I. In early Jun 41 upon his r oturn fr om Syri e find Leb sn on , Z1NNEMANN WI' S

put in ohf.!rge of Gruppe 'Jst , one of the sub s c ctrl ens withi n the Al':'.tsgruppo Aus­
land . In that positi on he r e plpc ed nbo r s t d . Dlft~. DIETRICH. wh~ W8 S there­
upon transferred t o the ' ";'e Vii Stf:lb 1s t .

b . At the time of ZIN~~~A~~J's r eturn . the ohief of Amtsgruppe Auslpnd wes
Gene r-eLl.eubnenb de r LUftwPffe Dt p L Inf.;. Wi l he m BEC KER. who h~d been emp loyed
f orme r l y in the per sonne l of fi ce : f the ohi ef of the Luftwaffe . Imme di ptely sub ­
or di n at e to him in the summer of' 1941 wer e one or two General St r f f of f i c e r s
f'r-om e ac h of the three c cmm end s of the ~'[ehrm pc ht . Thoy were do t ei l ed t o the of ­
fice us u e. Ll.y f or f' pe r i od of fr om six t o nine months f or the purpose of sturly.
The duty of direoting invostigflti ons pe rt Ri ni ng t o the ec onomie s of f or e i gn oount ­
ries devolved up on 0be r st l eut npnt }~T ZKY , Gber st d . Luftw. DI ETR IC:I , And Ober s t -
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leutnent Dr. RENTSC~, hee ds r es pectively of the Gruppen ~est, ~st , end Sued
within the Amtsgruppe Aus1and. In additi on, t he re were 'b er st 1eut npnt Dr . r~D~KE

in cherge of Gruppe Kr ieg sge r fletehp.nde l (C ommoroe i n Wnr Fpt e r i e.l ) Po nd Schrift­
leiter (Chi ef Editor) Dr . REUTER in ch wrge of Gruppe ~~ri rt sc h p ft li c h() Pr r~psf",nde

(Eo onomi c s Pr opegpnel l'1 ) . As me nt ioned ab cve , Zr NNEH ~NN in early Jun 41 WFlS put
in cherge of Gruppe " st , r c p l.ac i ng "be r st DIETRIC 7{ , wh o W A S trpnsferred t o ';(e

• I
171 St ab 0st .

c , Lster 0be r st d e G. KIRSCH was t o r e p Iace BECKER as ohief of the Amts­
gr uppe Ausl end when the lrtt cr wps ~r )noted t o the posit i on of Chief of the We
I'll Amt, pnd KApt . z, See Dr . STUEBE L was t o r epl ace 'lber st l eut m nt MAT ZT{y as
he ed of Gruppe "Vest. In the summer of 1944, upon cre~t i on of the Feldvnrtsoherts­
ant t o re plaoe the "7e :a Amt, th e n~mo of the Amts rruppe Auslend wpS chan ged to
Abtoilung Ausl end. The new Abteilunro f.uslpnd consisted onl y of Gruppen Ost, West,
and Sued, whi le the subsecti on (Kriegs f, erpetehpndel) under 0ber st l eut nant Dr. ;
RADT KE f ormerly in that secti on wes trpnsferred t o the newly crepted Amtsrruppe
-7ehrwirtscheft.

3. FUNCT P NS

In 1941 the ~mtsv ruppe Ausl rnd hAd three maj or f unct i ons.

a. I t ecc om plf.ahed , under di r ect ion of ''":ber st l eut npnt Dr. R..t\DT KE, the del­
i very of wpr meter ip l s t o nl l ied or neut rr l countrie s r£ter the volume of shi p­
ment s hpd been deci ded U00n by t he Fuehr or . In the sumner of 1944, this func­
ti on WAS trAnsferred t o the Amtsr,r uppe °lohr vn r t schaf t in the newly crepted Fe1d­
wi rtschf'fts amt .

b . I'hr -ough e speci ally !'\dppted r eports pr-ep r- r ed with p vi ew t o their pr op­
p~pndistic missi on, it kept the pr es s And rpdi ~ i nfo rmed on mpttcrs rc rt ~ ini ng

t :l the WAr econ omy of f oreifn countri es.

c. It exp loi ted el l inc oming informnti 'jn pe rt r.> i ni nr; t o the WAr ec sncmy of
f oreign countri es. Such i nf ' rmAti on WAS der ived mpinly fr ~m the f ollowing
s ources~ Amtsgruppe Abwehr ( Inte l l i gence Service ) 0f the I~J . r eports of com­
mercial Attaches, prticles in f orei gn ec onomi cs j ournAls, studi es by GermAn
and f ore i gn e oonorai c s institutes And un i ver si ti es, ex pe r i ence a of Wehrvdrt­
schafts-')ffi zi ere (Hi lit pry Econcmi cs ilf f i cc r s ) i n p Hi ed countries, And r eports
on rw interr0f- Ati ons by the Abwehr elur i ng the leter pha se s of the cronpaign Aff'inst
the Sovi et Uni )n .

4. PUBUClI'(' I 1NS MID STUDIES "F T ~1E Al~l'f' SGRU:- ;.'E AUSL.'lND
I

a. The intel li f. ence obt pi ned fr 0m t hese so ur ce s w~s kept up t o dAte oonst- - t

antly. Economi cs inf orm('ti on ~) f i nto re st t o ci vi li an aut hor i t i e s wps mi.me ogr- ephed I
weekly or bi -week ly And dI aaemtnat.ed under tho title of "~Jehrwirtschf'ftliche

iJachr i chten" ~Militnry Economi c News" ) t o All Rei ch ministri e s as well rs t o
of f i ce s of the nT\,'{ c -·ncer ned wi t h eoonomi c questi ons ,

b. \/he re informpti on WP S sUffio i ent, specipl pub l i opt i ons were issued About
a country in Gene r p1. Thes e pub l i c At i 0 ns consisted of the tex~ upl c ontent end of
an appendix containing char-t s and stPtl stics. Up t o 1941, such studies had I'!p ­
pe pred on Pol And , Frf'nce, Be lg ium, Fi nland , Nnd the oi l pr oduci ng Areps of the
Ne pr E8St And the Cpuc esus. The Inttor of theso studi es was prcp er ed by ZINNE­
~1ANN . An other work puhl i s hed in 1941 w~ s on the USSR rnu hAd been prep ~red under
the editorif':l di rectir·n of Hn.j or d. Res . J "IU.S , di r octor of tho Koeni gsb erg Fair.
The c ontents of' t hi s wor k were b aaed, unt i l 1938, upon of' f' Lc I eL Soviet stf.1tistios
and, frcm 1939 t o 1941, upon det pi led inform nti on whi oh be cpmo known dur i ng con­
f erences wit h the Sovi et trade de lec pt i on. A seo 0nn comprehensive work ~n the
Soviet Uni on wns pr ep er ed , but wn s not publi shed bc c~use the vpr ious es pects of
trede nnd i ndust ry in the m0r0 th~n unknovm US SR had bee n invcsti ~ pted s o little
that f or the time boi n~ the vpri ~us chp pters of the study about ec onomi cs h8d to
be l ooked into sepArpt ely. Bef ore tho end of t he WAr adequ~te study h~d beon
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done to desoribe such ec onomio as pects of the US SR flS mdner-aL ni l , coe l , t "nk
manuf~oture, steel And iron. I n Fldditi ~n yeAr ly indi ce s were publi shod 8n i nd­
ustrial enterprises with specifll i s s ues on U'"lSC'iV[ end LENI NGRliD. The se indices
c orrt ai ned such informBti on ~s p l ant npme, p Larrt number , nsmea of di re ctor s ond
chief engineers, mRchine depot s , number of worke r s , source of ener~y , r pw m~t ­

or i al s used, and the pr'cd uctri on prOr r Ar.1 . li speoi eI list, Lnc Iudi ng '" mnp and
a descripti on of powe r distri but i on, WPS ~rep p rod of All i mportl'mt powe r plp nt s ;
and An other li st was pr-epar-od of a11 cement mi l l s .

o. Investigflti ons About tho f Ol')d situ"ti 0n pnc1 de veLopmerrt of thE'; popul a­
tion of the USSR hAd adVAnced s o fBr t hat 8 spcci pl work up~n t he s8 m"tter s WA S

to have appe ared not l eter th!'n the summer of 1945 ", A study wrs lleine-, mad e als o
of the ohemicel industry, And r esearch i n t he ~ eld of n ,n-f errnus mctp l s pnd
steel ell oYfl ha ~l boen under-t sken t oo. StAti st i cl" l c omput etri ons on tr rns prtA­
tion o apeci ty were only h aLf completed. Reports we re publi shed per i odi c plly on
f oreign trade, with par t i cul Ar emphasis on t he pr of- ro s s of l end-le pse sh i pm8nt s
from the United Stptes pnd Greet Brit"'in. A r u?ort on t he mAnuf p.cture of e. r t i l ­
lery wss von the poi nt of be i ng publi shed .

d. Bofore the end of tho wpr ,')t he r at udi es f.l ppeAre ,l on PIl Ba Ikon c ountri es,
the 0r i ent , Erypt And cert ~in pr r ts of Africp , North Ameri CA and Grcpt Dri tein,
So anddncvde , and ell t erritori es under ,J p['pnose influence. Studie s on the l etter
~ubject were prep ared by Unte rof f i zio r Dr . N!'x BRUEC'TER , who must have been o s p­
tured in WUERTTEMBERG in Mpr or Apr 4 5.

e. Every three mont hs , informpti on pbout t he most impor t pnt deve l opme nt s
ooncerning lAbor potent i a l , the f ood sitUAti on, r AWm et0ri ~ 1 procurement , end
war product ion in the leAding f orei rn c0untri es wp s put ~t the di spo sp l of the
higher echel ..ns of the Wehrmecht end () f t he lri ni ste r fuer Rue stung f.'nd Krie~ s ­

pr odukbt on (Minister f or Amf'ments rmd ~YA r !.'r oductLm) in the f orm of p sh ort
pamphlet with a limited circulati on of, pbout t wonty copi es.

5. MET Tt ".oS AND TECTfNIQUES 'IF ?E ')Cl'.J1i um I NF': RHM I -;N ABriUT F'T,EI GN CiUl\lTRmS.. ..__._.-

a. Some inform!'ti on wes provided by ..I"1btei lunp- 1 ( "'\ perpt i 'mp1 Int e 1ligence
Secti on) of the Abwehr. The '"70 ''-ii Amt i tself neve r pr "ct i ced eS;1i 'Jw'fe , but
WAS simply rn ex ploitinf, agency. The interr ogeti on of ~W Wl:'S 10ne 81so by the
Abwehr. For thet purDose , the \7e Dl Amt furnished t ho Abwehr wit h quosti on­
naires rel~tive t o metters whi ch hAd not been cl"rifi ed previ ous ly. At c onfer­
ences once .0 1' t wic e p ye nr, int err o(';ptors f'r om t he Abwehr find t he Ic of f i cars fr om
commends at the l e vel nf c or ps Fnd hi ~hGr we re or i ent ed up ~n the most import rnt
matters of interest t o the We ~i Amt. Srecia li st s emonr the ~7 we re questi oned
by the Ic of the ~ rmy gro up or , in the Epst , by the technic~l expe r t of the Aus­
senstelle (brench of f i ce ) of the We Wi -~t ~nd , in spec iel cps es, by the Gru~pe

0st it se If.

b. After such interrogf1ti on l msny of t he we ll qu elLf'L cd t.e chn.l cl r -ns wer e re­
leased fr om captivity, s omet imes after on ly three months, ~nd we re p l eoed in pos­
iti ons utilizing their skills pnd knowledge . Upon conclus i on of hostilities,
thousands wore s Lre ady emp loyed to.t pos i t i :>ns simi l r r t o the one s whi ch they had
held f ormerly. Ot her s , althourh still PW , could work uns perinely in i ndust ry
or agriculture. ZINNID~AlfN indioates that they drew whpt wes en edequete diet
oomparable even t o thet f or native wor kers Fnd s~ys that it eve n cpmo t o e poi nt
where the P.V end f oreirn workers wh0 r cmp ined et their j obs hpd mor e t o eat
then of f i cer s in the hi~h c ommpn~. Z I~~1Am~ cites ~s en ox emp le himsel f end
his colleagues, who sccured on ly the l owos~ rAti on obt ein ",b le FS e normel oon­
sumer des pite the exhpust i ne: wor k in which they were enF"fod . To this rl'lct, r-nd
to the paychc l og i c A I ef fe ot s of eeri e I b omber dmenbe , he Bttributes the fl'11 in
the creative powe r s ~f himself end his collopGues fr om yee r t o ye Ar .

c. nf the informeti 0n seoured fr om intorr 0~Rti on, not more th"n ~ne -h p lf

was useful. stetemonts of!~ on the Eastern front yie lded on ly sffiPll det pi l s ,
end only afteryeers of system rtic questi oninG wes it ?ossible t o securo e r epre­
sentative pi ot ur e . For eXAmp le , in or de r t o secure 8 cloer ooncept of 8grioult-
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ural developments in a r- i ven di st r i ct , th~us ends ' of is ol ~ted reports han t o be
bro ught t ogether. Some 100,000 interr~g ati ons provided the inform~tion f or a
f airly accurate file ond ch art on agr i cu l t ure f or the years 1940-1944 inclusivo,
sh~nng the am ount of f oodstuffs produced , wepther c onditi ons, compositi cn of
the l abor for ce , t he size of the h ~rve st, end the numbe r of dr af t aninpls, motor
vehicles, And mechani zed equipmont . The big pi ct ure WA S c ~mp1eten fr om i nform­
ati on gAt he red fr~m t he c ontents of l ett ers in o~pturcd mai l shi pments . An other
file, pert~ini ng to industr y cl Rssi fi e~ by br~nche s , w~ s the rosult of s ame
200,000 interr ognti ons.

d. Accur~te c omputpti on of w~r mpter iR l pr oduct ion wps di f f i cul t in the be­
gi nni ng , but l?ter WAS f Acilit Ated by de ciphering the m?nuf ecturinf, number on
each t ool ond weapon. Fr om 1943 on, i t w~s possib l e t o ost~blish th8 monthly
product ion of ?rmcr ~nd ar t i l l er y pieces 0n the bAsi s of the pr i nt ed or stamped
numbers on each obj ec t ,

e . Invasti gr.ti ons of p.i r craf t were made by the Ic org eni zat ion of the Luft­
waffenfuehrungs-Stab (C ommand Stpff of the LUftwnffo) . The informati on w~ s

exp loi t ed by the t echnic nl bure AU of the Supreme Cammp.ndor of the Luftwnffe .
The informeti on was t hen t rAnsmit ted t o t he ~e ~i Amt f or its us e .

f . In ves tif,oti ons in connecti ?n 7nth t he bui ld i ng of wpr ~nd merch~nt ships
were made by the Ober-komrnando de r :Cr ioesnr rine . Thi s c omm end 1"180 secured inform­
at ion ab out t onnAge dempnds f or l ogistics purposes ~nd furnished t hi s infor.mntion
t o the :'{e Tii Amt .

r;. Gruppe 1st wi t hi n the '::e Hi lint procurod no Lnf'orm abdon fr om secret agents,
for e spi onag e in the USSR W P S s cmething impossiblo and the of f i. ce was f orbi ddon
to s py on J apan , The J apnnese , t oo, were not nb Le t o send spi es i nt o the USSR
~nd as ~ result were bad l y informed rbout the intern",l ef f pi r s of th~t country.

h. An othe r source of informAti on About oconomic f nct ors in f or ei gn countries
Wp.s f ound in the of f i ci al c ~rnmuniques givinG ~ ?pr oximato industrial ~nd ot he r
achievements in th~so c ountries . rfuer e such c o~muniques were issued , as they
vrere by the Uni t ed stptes , the urge t o s py w~s f orestnlled most effecti voly.

i . Infor.mati on of s ome v~ lue coul d be se cured els o from pre ss r eports . The
reli A.bility of s uch Lnf'orriet Lon diffe red !:lI!lr)Of- countri es . The Americf'n .l? r e ss
c ~u ld be r eli ed ul?on, ~nd the Swedi sh rnd Svd s s newspapers vre re wel l inf ormed .
ZINl'ffiMANN contends t hl'\t t he r e Li sb'i li ty of' news dur i ng peacetrime (md e apect eLl.y
dur i ng war-ti me has a di r ect r olrti onshi p t o t he .deg ree of independence of tho
pre ss , i . e . , that t he nore inde pendent the ~re s s i s , the more reli ~blc the news
is .

j . The r edi o , except f or the H·""'SCr\W st ~ti ::>n , br ought no worthwhi Le inform ­
ati on pertn i ni ng t o eoonomi c matters . That stati ;m br oedcaab laws And regula­
ti ons . Study and eve l ul:' t ion of them we.s often of gr eflt vs Lue , I n additi on the
Rus si Rn pr es s pr i nt ed items c ommending or condemning cert ~in fect ory manf'gers by
n eme , Through interr oft',ti on of ? :T . it was pos si b l e t o com pi l e a list of pl l'nt
managers , and in this way it WAS pos sib le t o dete r.mi ne the p l ~nt s t o which the

,i tems had referenc e . AGditi onnl informoti ~n wrs secured by monitoring b ro~d­

oasts fr om the Enst, ~s ell bir, pl~nts we re in rp ui o c ommuniCAti on vAth M0SC u~

rnd were admi ni ste r ed fr om there . Secrot informati on, howe ver, . coul d not be
secured in this way.

6. AUSSENSTELlZN (BRANC 'I (")FFI CES ) IF TilE !J.r,IT SGRUPrE AUSL.'\ND

a . As ~n Ai d t o Gruppe 0at in thv Amtsgruppe Ausl~nd , Auss enstellen wero
organi zed at the l evel of the anny groups on the E~stern Front . As f orward
~gencies of tho Gruppe 1St , their functi ons were t o secure i ntelligeno e ab out
the ec onomy of the USSR , t o utilize the mate r i el themselves, ~d t o for~~rd the
r esults ei t he r as sinele items when obtai ned or A S sh ort studi es t o the Ants­
gr uppe Aus1p.nd f or use in connecti on dt~ t he work of Gruppe t~st . Withi..'1 the army
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I group, the Aussenstelle funoti oned i n cooperati on wit h the Ie and the Abwohr NA oh­

riohten. The heads of the Aussenstellen were avai Lab Ie f or purposes of cons ult­
ati on t o the chief of stRff of the r es peotive anny groups rnd we re subordi npt ed t o
his oommend. The per sonne l consisted of p Dienstste l len lei te r (brAnch of f i ce
he ad }, three of f i cer s or speo i eLiat.a , and some clerks.

b. The first Ausscnstelle wp s es tab l ished i n May 42 i n the Tfue re sgr uppe Sued
in PODrAWA and w~s under t he command of Oberstleutn~nt Dr . Pr i nz REUSS ( ImI !~:IC rr

XXXVI). Subsequently it was under HeeresGru~)pe A i n 'the Nor thern C(',UO €SUS, late r
again under Heer es gruppe Sued, then unrIe r Heeresg r uppe Nor~ -Ukr E\i ne , p,nd f i nally
under Beeresgruppe Hi t te with its last Locatrl on ne ar ?RAGUE . In J em 45, I'r i noe
REUSS relinquished his oomnend t o his de puby , :'Iauptrnenn d. Res . z, V. (C apt t'l in of
the Reserve on speoiel duty) GEIPEL, a manufA ot ure r fr om LE IPZIG. Thon ~rince

REUSS, as the soi on of a f ormer ~ove rni nr f pmily, retired fr om the P~y. Befo re
the war he had been ocnsultAnt t o CHIANG KAI -SIlEK in CTUIJKI NG. His fAmily i s r e l ..
ated t o the r oyal fam~ lies of Eng Land And of Hol I end,

c. Another Aussenstelle WflS eat .eb Liahed cur inE" Mpy 43 at Heere sgr uppe Ili tte
in SM0LENSK and was under ccmmend of 0ber st le utnant ;:J r . We vell von K.LlUEGER . Dur ­
ing the autumn of 1944, Von KRUEGDR was used in £\li other c epnoity, and at t hnt t i me
his deputy, Hauptmann d. Res . BURKJ~DT, e. city planner , t ook chflree of the w~rk .

During the r etreet and encirclement of K:JENIGSBERG , the ma.te r i al of this Aussen­
stelle was destroyed.

d. A.third Aussenstelle w~s orf.~ni zed in Feb 45 at the ~ee resg ruppo Sued in
the northern part of Hungar y; however pr act i c ally nothing was aco omplished by it,
as the end of the war f oll owed sh ortly after its creeti on.

7. RELATI ONSHIPS OF TEE AMTSGRUFPE AUsLPND WITH ,'"'T HER AGENCIES

In aoc ordflnc e with its purpose , the Amtscruppe Ausland ~ai ntAined e oonst ~nt

exchange of infor.mati on with the depor tments in tho Ge ner al st ab des Tfue re s , i n t he
Luftwaffe. and in the 1st and 2nd Abteilungen de r Seokri egsleitune. These of fi ce s
were interested mainly in the studi es OD tho pors~nnol and mater i a l potentia l s, of
f oreign oountries. In additi on, however, thes e t hree authorities maintpined t hei r
own s pecialists t o obser ve matters per t ai ning t o war economi cs in f orei f;:n countri es.
In oonsequenc e, Amtsgruppe Ausland constituted mor e or 16ss ~n additi onal i nform­
ati on buroau,

8. EVALUATI "'N nF TTIE EFFECTIVENESS '")F' AMT SGf..Ur :LE AUS V ND

a. The of f i ce cen be descr ibed on ly as A small militAry r es earch insti t ut e
conoerned with the ec onomics of Wf1r. It; opere ted under at Leesb two limit fl t i !:l1s.
First, because of its insuffici ent staff its work l Agr od behi nd deve lopments in

, t he fields of its mAj or interest. Sec ond, its functi ons over-Lapped or dupIi cnt cd
thos e of other agenoies. For exam ple , the s~me fi eld of act i vity w~s c overed by
the Ministry under SPEER, wh o hed nemed KEIffi L t o be Leiter de s Pl anunG somtes
(Direct or of the P'Isnnt ng 'Jf fi co}, The Rci chs - Sicherhei ts-IIFlupt emt (RS ~r..~) el s 0

exercised similar functi ons. ~nd le tho staff of the .~t sg ruppe Ausl pnd WflS r oduced
oonstantly beginning in the s prin~ of 1942 from 200 of f i ce r s , clerks, end enl ist ed
per sonne l t o 30 employees in Feb 45, the ot her of f i ce s continued t o bui ld up their
org ani zat ions without regerd to the wer situati on.

b. In additi on, the Lnf'ormati on on f'ore i r;n countries whi ch WF.S produced by
the office WflS never t ~ken seri ously. The r OAs on f or this mDy have been ei t her
that BlTLER relied completely on his own functi onaries, or that his gener e l di s­
trust of military advis ors impede d object ive eval ufl t i0n of t hei r work. Impor t ant
deta on f oreign eoonc:mi es were s ometimes subrmtted to PeI dm er sch eL'l KEITEL; he
once returned a note in his own hendwri ting s "'yi ng, "Tho Fuehre r makes his own cal,...
oul abt ons ;" It beceme oLe er t o ZINNEMANN end hi s associ f' t e s noi: onl y that this
wes e true statement of feot, but el sa thpt KEI TEL wes neglecting t o tr ansmit t o
JIT TLER any informati on t Qnding t o c ontradict the Fuehrer ' s o?i ni ons end so pr ovoko
his "bed humor or Indi gnati on. " Thereafter the t exts of all messages FInd r Ol)orts
were cautiously worded t o "v,oi d r.i vi ng of fe nse . Under thes e oiroumstrnaes the ex­
perts of the Amtsgruppe Auslfln d l ost interest and the work, already hindered by
laok of pers onnel, slowed down oven mor e.
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Sour ce : ZINlmMANN , Dr . Curt Ren~ l Oberat1eut nent

The following is p list of experts end t heir speciel fields vnthin t~e 'Ab­

tsilung Aus l end of the Fe Idwir-t.echaf'bs enrt (see p ar e 2,f,pege 7). '

(1) CONCERNING THF. USSR

(a) Population and Food Supply . Oberstleutnont Dr . ZIN}IT}~Al~ .

Speciplist Dr . MARQULRD~ from PorSD!~ , who worked At
Aussenstelle Sued i n Hungpry and was capt ured pre sumo~ly

by th~ Ame ri c~n fo rces .

(b) RAW Mat or i l'> Is . SpeciAlist Dr . FRA NKE f rom BERLIN.

(0) Petroleum , Aluminum , end Synthetic Rubbe r . Oberstloutnent
d . Res . z. V. Dr . Otto POEPPEU~ANN , whoso l~st oivilie~

position hod been as director of the GymnosiuITI in EillnEN.
As export on RussiAn m~tters , he wes evpcupt8d with ot her s
f rom ME INTNGEN to GOT~ end wes cept ur ed by the AmericAns .

(d) Arm pment Ind~s try, HAuptm~nn Dr . Worne r GEBAUER f rom L0EBAU ,
Saxony. Hi s lp-st posi tion WPS A S lirison officer to ~he

Army Gene ral Stpff . He went to South Bevprip whero ho w~s

supposed to hAve pIeced in sefcty pn ext ensi ve co lleotion
of doc umerrts ,

(0) POTIer pnd Chemistry. Hf.'uptmann d. Ros , z, V. Welter T:nELE,
P f'ornor pharmacd at; who WI'\S dischf'lrged from the scrv' ne pt
tho beginning of 1945 es he ,', /:I S more then 60 yooj," " or flge .

(2) CONCERNI G TT1E SPHEnE OF J l,FAlITESE INFLUENCE

(e) Mpnchur i A ~nd Jppen . SpeciAlist Unte roffizior Dr . Mex BRUE ­
CBER , P very intelligent eoonomist end independent business ­
mAn , bo rn in SHANGHAI . ~ s the Asipti c oxper t he WflS working
on r-e se arc h problens portr>ining t o Hrnchur i f' and Jp.pp.n. ZIN­
NEMANN beli eves thrt the interrogption of BRUEC T1ER end t he
loceti on of his survoys would be of utmost vplue i n t ho de ­
tormine.tion of Lnf'orme t i on pertpining to tho ec onomy of J apan ,

InfornRti on should be obt pi npb l o Also f r om Gener Al Ge r ­
herd HATZKY, /'l br ')t he r of the Ober st :~AT ZKY ",c ti ve in the We
Wi Ant , as he wra ~n lit /'l ry f1tto.chd Ln TOKIO until Apr 41 .
(See Als o CSIR/2 , which contpins informeti on pbout ZI Nlffi­
HANN Is own kno,!ledge of J Appn . )

(b ) C }ro~ JG, ChinA. Oberstleutnrnt Prinz REUSS , vn10 lived in
PRILilU~Z , but probr.bly moved wostwRrd upon odvence of tho
Red !lrmy.
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