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1, INTRODUCTION

a. Source

Nemes ZINNEMANN, Dr. Curt
Renks Oborstleutnant
Intorrogﬂtod! 15 .ﬁug 1945. TI.SOFQE.T.’ !-'[c ItSo Centcr

b. Precamble

In the summer of 1935 ZINNEMANN was dreftcd by Oberst THOMAS for servico
with the Wehrwirtschaftssteb (War Dconemy Steff). He was commissioned a "Haupt-
mann, Ergeenzungs-Offizier" (Ceptrin, Supplementery Officor) on 1 Aug 35, but
with the soniority dete of renk rctrosetive to 1 Apr 34 On 1 Jen 40 ho wes pro=
moted to the rank of Major end on 1 Apr 42 to Oberstlt, From 1 Feb 36 until late
1938 he served as THOMAS' sdjutent, In September of the latter: year he underwent
en operstion on a stiff leg, sbsenting himsclf from duty until Decomber. His :
gecond wifc died in Mer 39 and ZINNEMANN, never of robust henlth, suffercd e nore
vous breskdown, During July end Aug 39 he did sumc work in the office, but it
was not until Mer 40 thet he wes eble to return to work full time. Throughout
the war he wes ective in the Wehrwirtschafts=- und Ruestungsemt (Wer Economy and
Armements 0ffice), in the deperiment concerned with observetion of foreign econ=
omies, ZINNEMANN wes ceptured 5 Apr 45 in MEININGIN by the llth Armd Div and
subsequently processed through PWI 156 to this Conter,

One previous report on ZINNEMANN hes been published by U.S.F.E.T., M.Is
S. Center. This wes CSIR/2, Notea on Jepen, detod 10 Aug 45.

The following sbbreviations sre used in the text of this reporty

We Wi Steb Wehrwirtscheftssteb (Wer Economy Staffg

We Wi Ant Wehrwirtscheftsent (Wer Economy Office

We i Rue Amt  Wohrwirtschefts- und Ruestungsent (Wer
Leonony end Aymements Office)

We Wi Steb Ost Tehrwirtschaftssteb Ost (Wer Econony
Staff "Eest", a depertment of the
e Wi Rue Amt)

2. INTERROG&T ION RESULTS

ae THE WE WI STAB

(1) oOrigin.

In the spring of 1935 Oberat Georg THOMAS--thcn chief of the Heerses-

weffen emt (Army Wespons Officc)--wes ordered by the Minister of Wer, Feld-
merschall won BLOMBERG, to set up & spoocial steff for the purpose of studying
problems of war economy. This staff was also tn be cherged with supervising
the procurement of arma end other equipment for the revived conscription emy,
Heretofore each of the commenders=-in-chief of the throe brenches of the OKiW
(ise« the army, nevy end eir force) hed been deternining the emounts of equip-
ment required within his own commend, the retuel procurement being hendled by
the Weffenremt (Weepons Office) of thrt cormend, The provision of food end
clothing end the construction of berrecks for the troops had beon the respon=-
sibilities of the edministretive office within eech of the three arms, Thus
under this system the three oommends hed been competing with easch other for
the evelleble supplies, provoking economic instebility, threetening to unbel-
ence the price end wege sceles and to exheust tho insufficient stocks of rew
meterislss It wes the primery purpose of the e i Stab to coordinete the de=
mends of the ermed forces, balencing them egainst the existing economic system
end supplies. Experience geined in orld Wer I had proved thert tho econcmic
feector is ss importent to the succosgsful weging of r wer ps militery tectics
end strrtegy, end thet es such it must be given equal consideration.
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(2) Difficulties of Orgenizrtion.

In order to accomplish the mission a Wehrwirtscheftsinspekteur
(Wer Econony Inspector) with a steff of expert economists wes essigned to each
Wehrkreis, The Inspekteur wes charged with the supervision of all thosc sgen~
cies within his Wehrkreis which the We Wi Steb hed designsted to furnish the
Wehrmecht with supplics, It took elmost a full yeer to orgenize the inspect-~
orates beceuse of the difficulty in finding quelified persommel, The Wo Wi Stab
wes obliged Yo trein its officers and rilitary officisls for the work, since in
creeting en econcnic office to work within the fremework of the Wehrmecht itself
they were scting without established precedent,

(3) Personnel,

Mcst of the men recruited for work with the Ve VL Steb or in the
inspectorstes hed been active or reserve officers in Torld Wer I, They were now
reinstrted as Ergeenzungsoffiziere (Supplementery Officers) end were listcd in
e seprrete renk list, DBoth ective end reserve officurs of the new Wehrmecht took
procedence over them in promotions. ZINNEMANN cites his own crse as » typioel
exemple of the difference in age between the old Reichswehr officers end those
of the now Wehrmacht, end the much slower edvencement of the former., This inev-
itebly ceused a serious rift in the officers' corps with the realization on the
pert of the older men thet thoy were being used only as e merns +o an end, lev=
elling the road for youth not "sickened® by old concepts. Among the Ergeenzungs=-
offiziere there wes p generesl eond incressing distaste for Netional Sooialist
principles, s woll ms personsl rejection of the men HITIER. Thcse working in
the higher steffs eand central heedquerters confirmed end strengthened this pre=-
Judice ss they becemo incrcasingly awere of HITLER's feilures as = politicel
and militery leeder. 'Within the offices of the We Wi Stab were hung very few
pictures of the Fuehrer; this omission wes in itself e redical deperture from
orthodoxy and indicetive of the sttitude of these fficers, 4&n exception to the
generel rule were the Ergeenzungsoffiziere cof the Luftweffe, For them, by the
grece of Goering, promotions were more repid nnd Netional Sociaslisn wes es a dir=-
ect oonsequence held in higher estocem.

(4) oOberst Georg THOMAS,

THOMAS himself hed been sherply entegonistio to the Nezi regimo
from its inception because the direction of its forcipn snd domestic policies
mede wer inevitable. Aware of Germen economic doficioncies, THOMAS frequently
end urgently pointed out thet they were headed for e wer with virtuaslly no pos-
8ibility of success., On thet point he egreed fully with Minister Dr. SCHACHT,
who with Oberbucrgermeister Dr. GOERDEIER frequently visited him during the lste
30's, ZINNEMANN himself heard THOMAS uxpress his opposition to e wer, Confid-
ential lectures on this subject were given by THOMAS end mlso by Msjor BEUTIER
(since deceased), who wes his first genersl staff officer. These lectures, in-
cluded in the instruction courses of the Kriegs-fkndemie end the Wehrmacht-ike-
demie, consisted chiefly of statisticerl comperisons between the eceonemic potent-
ials of the world and ~f Germany, thet of the lestter being prcsented as highly
inedequete. On his occesionrl tours of inspection through the country's plents
end fectories THOMAS never feiled to ccrment to leeding industrirlists on the
oconomic impossibility of e successful wer, Other points in which he believed
and which he discussed publicly were: the need for s standing ermed force, in
view of the comperetively high economic potentiels of Frence snd Russia; the
folly of ocontempleting a wer, sincc¢ it would cruse e formetion of opposing pow-
ors essentielly the seme as in World Wer I; tho revivel of hetred for Germeny '
due to the Nezi regime's irresponsible use of force, These statements inevit-
ably came to the ettention of the Perty leeders snd s fow yeers leter THOMAS
wes broken in renk, ZINNEMANN essumes thet THOMAS wes arrested in connection
with the incident of 20 Jul 44,

—— — — — ] — — — o~ —



SRoREIPERT 1AL + CSIR/G
b, THE WE WI AMT IM OKW

(1) orgenizetion,

On 1 Jen 38 the We Wi Steb offices were moved from Bendlerstrasse
27 (e building adjoining the well known Shell Haus in BERLIN W35) to rooms of
the old Generrlkommendo Heus et Kurfuerstenstresse 63, At tho ssme time the e
Wi Steb was renemed ™Ve Wi Amt" end THOMAS wes promoted to Generalmajor (Brig=
edier General). During ZINNEMANN's tenure of office rs edjutent, 1 Feb 36 until
lete 1938, the reneral plan of orgenizeticn wes:

-

Chief of the oK\ {
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ZINNEMANN nemed two men who would probebly be- eble to give e more complete do=
triled picture of the orgsnization: Generrl TUENER'ANN, THOMAS' last Chief of
Steff, lest known to be working with the service in Frence; slso Oberstlt, DOEH~
NER, ZINNEMANN's successor as nrdjutrnt, lest known to be administrstor of the

erchives of the We Wi Amt in MUSKAU, believed to have been in VACTA/huringin
et the end of the war,

(2) Personnel,

Personnel of the We Wi Amt in 1938, es romembered by ZINNEMANN, were:

Chief of We "1 Anmt Generelmajor TIIOMAS
Head of First Dept Oberstlt. HUENCRMANN
Heed of Seccnd Dept Pregetten-Kapiteren RIEVE

Foreign Stetes Section  Oberstlt, MATZKY, with f ur officers

In the crisis after the reguletion of the Sudeten Germen problem, Oberstlt, =
NERMANN beceme Chief of Staff, and Mejor der Luftweffe Wilhelm BECKER joined the
First Dept., BECKER wes elsoc put in cherge of the Foreign Stetes Seotion,

(3) Activities.

The tesks of the office expandad tremendously when it took over the
trusteeship of economicelly importent producing egencies in Austrie, Searlend
and Sudetenland, snd later those in Bohemie nnd Morevie, The obsgorvation of for-

eign economies eontinued to be neglected, end showed nn serious or worthwhile
results.
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6. THE WE WI RUE AMT

(1) Chenges, :

In the spring of 1939 the missicn of the We Wi Amt was offiecially
expended to include complete supervision of the production of armements., The
neme of the office was correspondingly changed to ™¥Ve Wi Rue Amt" and the VWehr=-
kreis inspectoretes were renemed "Ruestungs-Inspektionen". Their duties end
functions were not meterielly affectcl by the chense. In consideration of the
incrersing importence of raw meterinls, the Rew Materirls Subsection of the Sec=
ond Dept was set up es a complete section under Oberstlt, BRECHI, When in the
summer of 1939 wer seemed more imminent then ever, the We Wi Rue Amt begen to
dreft former officers snd reserve officers for treining, The steff of instruct=-
ors rtteched to the Chief of Staff teught s four woeks' oourse in all aspects
of the organizetion end edministration of wer economy to all We Wi Rue Amt of=-
ficers and officimls, those of the inspeetoretes as well as those in the centrel
office.

(2) ZINNEMANN's duties,

Due to 111 heeslth, ZINNEMANN worked only at odd intervels in the
period from Sep 1938 until Mar 1940 (see pars 1,b.,). He was therefore replaced
as adjutant of the We Wi Rue Amt end insteed trensferred to the Foreign States
Section., There he was sssigned the heretofore neglected observetion of the ter-
ritories in Asie and Asie Minor, [is sourcos were tho domestic end foreign
press and reports of scientific institutes., Reports from the Abwehr section of
the OKW on this subject were remarkebly rere,

d, THE WE WI RUE AMT DURING THE WAk

(1) Outbreak of ilar,

War ceme es a surprise becsuse it developed within e very few days,
without the customery protrected buildup to a crisis, Consequently the We Wi
Rue dmt was ceught unprepered with the armements progrsm still in its beginnings.
ZINNEMANN comments theat the wer wess thus strrted in a senseless feshion, without
sufficient forethought, without sufficient plsnning; thet the lLmmediate successes
were possible booruse they were won egainst only minor frections of the eventual
array of opposing forces; that e prolonged duretion of the now ineviteble world
war could only leed to economic feilure, berring the entry of unforeseen factors.
Such a fector soemed present et the time of the pect with the Soviet Union in

view of that nation's economic resources, perticulerly of food end fuels, This
adventage was lost when Germeny declered war on the USSR; from that point on

economic feilure end, es a direct consequence, military failure were foreseeable,

(2) Personnel. (For orgenizetion of the e Wi Rue #mt see pere (3)next pege)

To the best of 2ZINNEMANN's knowledge, personnel during the first

yoar of the war were;

Chief of We Wi Rue Amt  Genersl d. Inf, TIOMAS

Adjutent Oberstlt. DOEHNER

Chief of Staff Oberst d, G. (Colonel of the. General
Steff) TTUENERMANN; succeeded by Oberst
deGe2zsV. (Colonel of the General Staff
on special essigmment) von GUSOVIUS

Antsgruppe Inlend Kepiteen z., See MEENDSEN-BONIKEN,
successor of RIEVE

Antsgruppe Auslend Oberstlt. d,G.d.Luftw. (Lt. Col. of
the General Staff* of the Luftwaffe)
BECKER

-de
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(3) Orgenizetion of the We Wi Rue Amt During First Year of War.

[Chief of the OKW!

[Chief of the k:“ﬁ Rue Amt |
1

oSt ettt Ko ey sy feirr e -

|Chicf of Staffn

=15, ’7/7

l_a:-chiveq \ [Amtsgruppe Inlend 1
\T (Internsl Economy Section)

Armements Inspcctorntes [ Subscotionss |
at the Wehrkreise | 1. Personnel i
i ' | 2. Armements |
3. Raw Materisals l
‘ 4, Petrolem Products|
' |

1Eoonomic Inspectorates M
|in Occupied Territories i 5. Traffic
| \ } 6. Labor Pool

Lieison Officers with!_ __ [
Allied Armies ‘

-________

1

Amtsgruppe Auslend
' (Foreign Stetes Section)

\
=

C—
[ Wi Steb Ost |- - i o et Subscctlons: P
= 1. Foreign Economy
|Subsections: | 2, Ter Material Trade
Inspectorste North 3. Propegende aih

Inspectorsete Centerl |

Inspectorate South i SRR B N _““__,4.‘
[ [Subscctions with Amy }3
| 1@roups. in the Bast

=t IS

M rtschafts-{ommendos i
{(Bconomic Forces) with Armies|

(4) Subordination of THOMAS to TODT.

Already by the second yeesr of the wer THOMAS! position wes prcear-
ious, Fe wns subordinested to Reichsminister Dr, TODT, who by m decree of 17 Mer

40 hed been mede Reich Plenipotentiery for Armements end Munitions. This wes for

THOMAS a personesl defoet ettributeble to the disfevor in which he was held by
Party leeders. Actuslly there were other reesons. It hed been diffioult for
THOMAS, professional soldier snd not r Perty member, to cope with conflicting
civilien end Party egencies. A Party member, one more cepeble of dealing with
civilien euthorities, seemod necessery to complete successfully the tremendous
tesk of resrmement on en unprecedented scele. The cother egencies working in
the seme general field es the We Wi Rue Amt m~nd therefore to some extent inter-
fering with its mission were: the Wirtscheftsministerium (Eoonsomie Ministry),
Goering's "Four Year Plen", the Reichserbeitsminister (Labor Minister), the
Preiskommisser (Price Commissioner), the Reichsbenk, the Deutsche Arbeitsfront
(Germen Lebor Front), the Verkehrsminister (Trensportetion Minister), the Dr-
neehrungsminister (Food Minister), the Reichsforstmeister (Netionel Chief of
Forestry), and in the sphere of foreirn trede the Auswaertiges Amt (Foreign Of=
fice)s ZINNEMANN does not know whet were the internel consequences in the We
Wi Rue Amt of TODT's appointment. From his essocietes he learned thet working
with TODT wes not unpleesent, for he wes competent snd businesslike,

-5-
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(5) Additionel Inspectoretes.

In 1940 economic inspectoretes were esteblished in Norwasy, Dommark,
Hollend, Bolgium end Frence. Their spocific functions were unknown to ZIEKNEMANN,
but their orgenizetion wes probebly identiecrl with thet of the Wehrkreis inspect-
oretes in the homeland, Other inspcctorates were similerly set up in Serbies and
Greece in 1941, Also a Wehrwirtschefts officer wes etteched to the Cormsn mil-
itary mission to esch allied strte,

e, THE WE WI AMT

(1) Trensfer of Functionse

Further reorgenizeticn of the We /i Rue Amt in the OKW wes to trke
plece when Albert SPEER succeeded Dr, TODT es Minister of Armemeonts end Munitions
upon the letter's deanth in Feb 42, The functions relsting to ermements, which
hed been exercised horetofore by the We Wi Kue Anmt, were trensferred to the Min=-
istry of Armements and Munitions under SPECR., The two secctions of the office
trensferred to the SPEER ministry were the one cherged with ermements inspections
in the Wehrkreise end the section cherped with economics investigetions in the
occupied territories, In this wery the funotionel scope of the We Wi Rue Amt was
reduced, and the office beceme known simply as the Wehrwirtscheftsemt (Wer Econ=-.
omy Office).

(2) Other Aspects in the Reorgenizetion,

(e) Tho We Wi Steb Ost continucd as an integrel orgeniznrtionel
paert within the We i Amt, It wes, during the last few months cf the wer, under
supervision of Generel d, Inf, STAPF and hed three Tirtschefts-Inspektionecn
(Economic Inspectoretes) on the Eestern Front, sne st cech army groupe Eech
inspectorate was sub-divided into Kommendos, snd e Tarmendo wes atteched +o each
army, During the retrest, there wes n shift in respcnsibilitics end functions
of the ermy groups and of the civil sdministretion in the resr ereess, The in=
spectorstes snd Xommandos were ebolished, nnd 'Jehrwirtschnfts-Offiziere (Mil-
itery Economics Officers), known as Yeeres-Wirtscheftsfuchrer and Armce-TTirt-
scheftsfuehrer, were substituted, Similer positions werc creerted in the "Jest
end on other fronts. The duty of these officers wers to secure supplies for the
ermy snd to render essistance in connection with the removel end protection of
importent industries,

(b) The function of the We Wi Amt hed been so reduced thet Gen
THOMAS wes forced to ask for another sssignment. As MITIER was opposed %o him,
‘it is probeble thet he wes not dismissed only because KEITEL interceded for him,
The letter used him as a so~celled General z.b.V. Nr. 1 (Gencrel with specinl
agsignment No. 1) et the office of the chief of the OK7. Tho records csrricd
him as irtscheftsberater (Economic Consultent), Presumebly this assigrment
did not show eny results, Gen THOMAS reteined Oberstleutnent DOEHNER as his
adjutent end moved to MUSKAU, Oberleusitz, when his office wes destroyed during
en air atteck in Nov 43, The noew office wes located in the castle of Count won
ARNIM, The records offico of the e Wi Amt wns in the seme town. It is seid
thet Gen THOMAS in his new position wes working on sn outline for the history
of the Germen wer economy.

(c) His successor weas BECKER, former chief of the Amtsgrunpe
Auslrnd, while Oberst TROITZSCH becermc deputy heed, chergmed with supervision
of the Wehrwirtschafts-0ffiziere in allied countries.

(d) Neerly =11 doouments were destroyed during en air reid on
the night of 22 Nov 43, A new office was cpened in the Ziethen Barracks in
FRANKFURT a, d. ODER. Some sections, such as the Xricgsgersetchendel (Com-
merce in Wer letorial) end the Minersloelbewirtschaftung (lonsgement of Pet-
roleum), were transferred to the Drei=Linden School in WANNSEE. A new sot-up
wes not established, but Oberst d., G, KIRSCY becsmo chief of the forcign sec-
tion and hed under his supervision Gruppen West, Ost, end Sued.

B
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f. THE FEIDWIRTSCHAFTSAMI (FIEID ECONOMY OFFICE)

(1) Introduction,

Upon the desire of Ninlster SPEER, the We Wi Amt wes renemed during
the summer of 1944, The neme then adopted was Feldwirtschaftsent (Field Econ=
any Office) to show the connectiocn with the other military departments, such as
the Feld-Kommendantur (i,c., ficld headquerters in resr eress end occupied count=-
ries), the Feld-Gericht (Judge=-Advocete Generel's Deprriment), tho Feld-Geist-
liche: (Chapleins), etec. Even et thet time no new set-up resulted. Gen=
eralleutnent BECKER was repleced by the former chicef of We 7L Steb Ost, General
der Inf, STAPF, holder of the Knight's Cross, the Iron Cross, and the Wer Ser-
vice Cross with Swords.

(2) Reorgsnization and New Assignments of Personnel.

With appointment of Gen STAIT ceme the beginning of the end phase
in the eventful development of en apparetus new in this wer, Gen STAI'F reorgan=-
ized the office. MHe brought with him all the leading personelities from the mil=-
itery and civil sections of the Wi Stab Ost., This latter office cersed to exist
when the retrest in the Eest occurred. Reorgenized, the Feldwirtscheftsamt had
five major sectionss The internel crprenization, together with the nemes of the
chief personnel in charpgc so far as ZINNEMANN remembers, is given in Table I be-
low, (For personalities in the Abteilung Auslend of tho Foldwirtschaftsrmt, see
Annex "B").

TABIE 1

Organization of the Feldwirtschaftsemt

Summer, 1944

Section or ¥nit Officer In Charge

Chief of Feldwirtschaftsemt

Chief of Staff

Chef-Abtei lung (Miscelleneous and
Administretive Section)

Gruppe Personal (Personnel)

Gruppe Abwicklung des Wi Stab
Ost (Disbendment of Wi St Ost)

Referat Kriegstagcbuch (Wer
Diary)

Abteilung Ausland (Forcign Section)
Gruppe Ost

Gruppe West
Gruppe Sued

Abteilung Mineraloel (Petroleun
Section)

General d, Inf, STALIF

Oberst MUSSET (formerly Chief
of Steff of Wi Steb Oat)

Oborst TIETZE (formerly Chief
of Persennel Section, Wi Amt)

Oberst d. G. KIRSCH
Oberst leutnant Dr, ZINNEMANN

Kapt. 2z. Seo Dr. STUEBBEL
Oborstlsutnant Dr, RENTSCH

Xept. z. See GRIEBFL

(Continued next pere)

=

CONFIDENTIAL

— e —




CONFIDENTIAL CSIR/5

Section or Unit (Continued) Officer in Cherge
Anmtsgruppe Feldwirtscheft Generel STAPF M
Abteilung Wirtsoheft Officinl »f the Reichswirtschefts-
(Economics Section) ministerium (Reich Ifirnistry for
Economics)
Abtei lung Rohstoffe (Rew Unknown
Meteriels Section)
Abteilung Ernsehrungswirtscheft Official of the Reichneehrstendes
(Food Section) (Reich Food Ministry)
Abtei lung Forstwirtschaft Officiel of the Reichforstmeisters
(Forestry Section) (Reich llinistry for Forestry)
Abteilung Arbeitseinsetz (lien=- Officisl of the Reichsenstalt fuer
power Allocstion Section) Arbeitsmittlung (Reich Institute
for Employment Service)
Amtsgruppe Wehrwirtschaft Nberst Dr., RUDELSDORFF
Abtei lung Wehrwirtschaft Oberst TROITZSCH

(Wehrwirtschafts Officers
in foreign countries)
Abtei lung Kriegsgeraeteheandel Nberstleutnant Dr, RADTKE
(Section for Commerce in
Wer Meterial)

Abteilung Verkehr (Treffic fberst d. Luftw. WERNICH
Section)
Abtei lung Wehrmecht-Truppen=- Unknown

bederf (Section for Wehr-
mecht Troop Requirements)

(3) Functions of the Feldwirtscheftsemt,

(a) The major funetion of the reorgenized office wes to provide
the troops with supplies, e tesk becoming inereasingly difficult. The combet
zone had moved back intec the errees over which the civilien edministretive egencies
exercised authority. Closeé occoperstion with the civil edministretion was nec-
essary. It wes for this reess.n thet the Amtsgruppe Feldwirtscheft wes esteb-
lished under the direct supervision of the Amt chief. For the seme resson, the
chiefs of section within the Amtsgruppe Feldwirtscheft were cfficiels teken from
the technicel ministries end essigned for the duretion to functions connected
with the militery esteblishment, They remsined civilien officiels and concur-
rently supervised their own civiliasn employees.

(b) Nther functionel expension in the Feldwirtscheftsemt noces-
citated the creetion of e new unit in the office to supervise the werk of the
Wehrwirtschafts=0ffiziere (Militery Economics Officers) in the ellied count-
ries, who were concerned primerily with econmic matters of interest to the
Wehrmacht. This new unit wes headsd by Oberst TRMITZSCH, who hed cherge not
only of the Wehrwirtschefts~Nffizicre, but also of the Wehrkreis-Kcmmandos,
These latter positions had been crented st the time when the function of erm=
ements inspection was transferred from the We Wi Amt to the lMinistry under
SPEER, The duties of the officers in the ehrkreis are not known to ZINHE-
MANN, However, they eppeared limited, end the officers concentreted meinly upon
aiding the Wehrkreisbefehlshaber in instituting protective and rescue measures,

(¢) The other sections of the Feldwirtscheftsemt cerried out the
same functions with which they had been cherped before reorgenizetion of the of=
fice, but on e smeller scale becsuse of territorial losses. Indicative of this
reduotion in the scope of functions is the reduction in personnel of the office.
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By eutumn 1944 the personnel hed reeched a low point,snd the steff wes even fur-
ther reduced upon removel of the office to MEININGCN., The Auslands Abteilung,
for exemple, consisted of only nine officers snd nine mele end femele employees.
The Gruppe Nst within the Auslends Abteilung cconsisted finelly of only two of=
ficers, one sergeent, end two femerle employees. Constructive ectivity wes then
no longer possible,

(4) Locstion of the Office.

When the fighting sterted near FRANKFURT, the office wes moved to
BERLIN-WANNSEE, end during the middle of Feb 45 it wes trensferred to the Drach=-
enberg Barracks in MEININGEN. Becsuse of events et the front end disrupted com=
municetions, further work was impossibles "™n 31 Mar 45 ordors were issued to
destroy the grestest pert of the documents, and only a few were hidden in the
cellars of the barracks and in two iron chests. The letter werc removed to e
tevern in BIBRA, 15 km south of MEININGEN, The remeinder of the office in BER~
LIN was trensferred in Mar 45 presumebly to LANDSHUT, Beverie, The records of=-
fice was moved from MUSKAU to VACHA, southwest of EISENACH,

g. FINAL DAYS OF THE FLIDWIRTSC'AFT SAMT

When the documents of the office et MEININGEN were destroyed, the senior
officer, Oberst RUDELLSDORFF, was given the very difficult task of defending the
area and wes sppointed combst commender of MEININGEN, He tried, without success,
to decline eccepting this meaningless duty. "is deputy wes dberst KIRSCH, while
ZINNEMANN was charped with responsibility for maintenence of telephone commun=
icetions with the outposts end with BERLIN. "n 1 Apr 45 a CP wes esteblished
in e house on the slope of the west benk of the Werra st HELENEN-HEIM., There
were no troop units essigned for the defense of the sres, and the troops avail=-
etle consisted of mpproximately 500 officer cendidrtes of the Hungerien ermy,

- arts of the replscement trerining bettelion in MDININGEN, end some 500 streg-
glers who hed retreeted from the front in the FULDA sector, a totel of not more
then 1,200 men with whom to hold a front of 20 km. The werpons aveileble con-
sisted only of rifles end some 200 Penzerfruste. There were no heavy wespons

nor mechine guns, 0One day & bettery of rocket prvjcetors sppeered end opened
fire from behind the lines, but the next dry this bettery wes nowhere to be found,
ra 2 end 3 Apr there wes some petrol ectivity. 7n 5§ Apr 45 MEININGEN fell eslmost
without resistence since its nactive defense hed not been ordered.

3. CYNCLUSIONS

This is the only report which will be issued on informeticn received from
“berstleutnent Dr. Curt ZINNEMANN on this subject.

(Eds RLS, GBT)

For the AC of §, G-2: .

ko M

For WILLIAM R, PHILP

Colonel, F.A
Distribution "D" Cmmnpnd;nt 24

23 Sep 45
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES FORCES EURYPEAN THEATER
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SLRVICL CENTER
APN 757

ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS F T'E AMTSGRUITE AUSLAND
T 1IN THE WEPRWINT SCY AN 5= UNU RUESTUNGOAMT

Source: ZINNEMANN, Dr. Curt Renky “berstleutnent

1. INTRODUCTION

8, Orgesnizetional end functionel deteils ehout the Amtsgruppe Auslend, the
gsection of the We i Kkue Amt (sec parers 20&d,pp 3€) in which ZINNEMANN worked
throughout the wer, are given below. The mejor concern of this section wes with
the economies of foreign countries, In the esrly deys of the wer, it hed to con=-
tend elways with the time fector, Thus, it wrs still working on its preliminary
analysis of the Polish economy during the summer of 1939 while the ectuel cem-
paign for the country wes being conducted. The enelysis did not eppesr until
efter the conclusion of the cempaign, The eccnomie inspectorete for Polend which
had advenced with the troops wes thus foreed to work without supporting meterial
or adequete briefing., TPreliminery enelyses end studies constently follcwed in
the wske of the scturl events they should have preceded. This wes beceuse throug
out the wer even the highest militery lenders friled to brief the secticn or to
give any indiestion of which erenss end economies were of interest,

be In early Mey 41, ZINNEMANN, es specielist on Asis and Asie Minor, wes
deteriled to go to Syries pnd Lebenon, therc t- study econcmic eonditicns on the
spot, At the seme time he wers to sid RA™N, then plenipotentiery of the Reichs-
regierung (Reich government), in the tesk of supplying erms for the projeoted
uprising in Ireq, these erms to be teken from the demobiligzed French troops in
Syrie and lLebanon, Upon his srrival ZINNEMANN wes told by RAHN thet the latter
problem hed slreamiy been settled, despite the refusel of Genersl DENTZ, French
Tigh Commissioner for Syris sand Lebenon, to heve eny pert in the offeir, ZINNE=-
MANN found the economy primitive, unworthy of study, so after two weeks of idle-
ness he repcrted beck on 6 Jun 41 to BERLIN. It is his recollsction thet RA'IN's
ectivities resulted in the furnishing of rbout cight field nieces with smmunition
100 old mechineguns snd 1000 rifles to the insurgents in Iraq. The venture was
in eddition given the supnort of 12 Germen end 16 Itelien fipghter plenes; never=
theless by the end of May 41 it hed collspsed, Msjor von BLOMBERG, the son of
Feldmarschell von BLWBFRG end leader of the Germen squedron, wes killed during
ihe uprising.

2, IMPRTANT PERSNNEL

6, In early Jun 41 upon his return from Syrie end Lebenon, ZTNNEMANN wes
put in cherge of Gruppe Nst, one cf the subscotions within the Amtsgruppe Aus~
lend, In thet position he repleced Nterst d., ILuftw, DIETRICH, wh~ wes there=~
upon transferred to the e Wi Stab "st,

be At the time of ZINNEMANN's return, the chief of Amtsgruppe Auslend wes
Generslleutnsnt der Luftweffe Dipl. Ing., Wilhelm BECXER, who hsd been employed
formerly in the personnel office :f the chief of the Luftweffe. Immedirtely sub-
ordinste to him in the summer »f 1941 were one or two General Steff officers
from each of the three commends of the Wehrmecht. They were deteiled to the of=-
fice usually for r period of from six to nine months for the purpose of stuly,
The duty of directing investigestions perteining to the sconomies of foreign count-
ries devolved upcn Oberstleutnsent MATZKY, Nberst d. Luftw, DIETRICH, and Oberst-
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leutnent Dr, RENTSCH, heads respectively of the Gruppen West, Nst, end Sued
within the Amtsgruppe Auslend. In eddition, there were “berstleutnent Dr, RADTKR
in oherge of Gruppe Kriegsgernetehandel (Ccmmerce in Wer Meteriel) end Schrift-
leiter (Chief Editor) Dr. REUTER in charge of Gruppe Mirtscheftliche Prnrpspends
(Beonomies Propegends), As mentioned ebove, ZINNEMANN in eerly Jun 41 wes put

in cherge of Gruppe "st, replecing “berst DIRTRICH, who wes trensferred to e

Wi Steb at.

¢, Leter Oberst ds G. KIRSCH wes tc replece BECXER es chief of the Amtsg=-
gruppe Auslend when the letter wes promoted to the position of Chief of the We
Wi Mmt, end Xept. z. See Dr., STUEBEL wes to replece “herstleutnent MATZXY as
heed of Gruppe Test. In the summer of 1944, upon creetion of the Feldwirtschafts-
emt to replesee the e Wi Amt, the neme of the Amtspruppe Auslend wes changed to
Abtei lung Auslends The new Abtellunv Auslend consisted only of Gruppen Ost, West,
end Sued, while the subsection (Kriegsrernetehnndel) under “berstleutnent Dr.
RADTKE formerly in theat section wes trensferred to the nowly ererted Amtspruppe
Jehrwirtschaft,

3, FUNCTI™NS
In 1941 the Amtsgruppe Auslend had three mejor functions,

a8, It esceomplished, under direction of “berstleutnent Dr. RADTKE, the del=-
ivery of war meteriels to nllied or neutrel countries efter the volume of ship-
ments hed been decided unon by the Fushrere In the summer of 1944, this func=-
tion wes treansferred to the Amtspruppe Tchrwirtscheft in the newly orested Feld=
wirtscheftsemt,

b, Throuph especielly adepted reports prepered with e view to their prop-
erendistic mission, it kept the press end radis informed on metters perteining
t> the war economy of foreipn countries,

ce It exploited ell incoming information pertrining to the wer ec-nomy of
foreign countriess Such inf-rmation wes derived meinly from the following
sourcess Amtsgruppe Abwehr (Intelligence Service) of the TV, reports of come
meroiel ettaches, erticles in foreign economies journals, stulies by Germsn
and foreign economics institutes end universities, experiences of Wehrwirt-
schefts-Nffiziere (Militery Economics "fficcrs) in ellied countries, end reports
on TW interrngetions by the Abwehr during the leter phases of the cempeign egeinst
the Scoviet Union.

4, PUBLICATINS AND STURIES "F THE AMTSGRUITE AUSLAND

a. The intelligence obteined from these sources wes kept up to date const-
ently. Leonomios informetion of interest to civilien asuthorities wes mimeogrephed
weekly or bi-weekly and disseminated under the title of "iehrwirtscheftliche
Wechrichten" (Militsry DBconomic News™) to ell Reich ministries as well rs to
offices of the MK c -ncerned with economlc questions.

b. Where informetion wes sufficient, specirl publicetions were issued about
e country in genererl., These publionrtions consisted of the texturl content end of
an appendix conteining charts and stetisties, Up to 1941, such studies had ep-
peered on Polend, Frenece, Belgium, Finlend, end the cil producing eress of the
Neer East snd the Ceucesus., The lntter of these studies wes prepered by ZINNE-
MANN, Another work published in 1941 wrs on the USSR rnd had been prepered under
the editoriel directiron of Mnjor d. Res., J"NAS, dircctor of the Koenigsberg Feir,
The contents of this work were besed, until 1238, upon officiel Soviet stetistics
end, from 1939 to 1941, upon detailed informetion which beceme known during con-
farences with the Soviet trede delegestion, A seccnd comprehensive work on the
Soviet Union wes prepered, but wss not published beceuse the verious sspects of
trede snd industry in the more then unknown USSR had been investigsted so little
thet for the time being the verious chepters of the study sbout economies had to
be looked into seperrtely. Before the end of the war edequate study hed heen
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done to desoribe such econcmic aspects of the USSR es minerel nil, coal, tenk
manufecture, steel end iron. In eddition yeerly indices were published cn ind-
ustriel enterprises with speciel issues on MOSC™W end LENINGRAD., These indices
conteined such informetion es plent neme, plent nunber, nemes of directors nnd
chief engineers, machine depots, number of workers, source of ENergy, rew mot=
eriels used, and the productinn progrem. A specisl list, including o map and

a description of power distribution, wes prepercd of all importsnt power plentsg
end enother list wes prepered of ell cement mills,

cs Investigations about the fond situetion end develapment of the populs-
tion of the USSR hed advanced so fer thet s speeiel work upon these mrtters was
to have appeared not leter then the summer of 1945, A stuly wrs Leing mede elso
of the chemicel industry, end research in the field of n-n-ferrnus mctels end
steel elloys hel been underteken too, Statisticsl computeticons on trensporta=-
tion cepecity were only helf completed, Reports were published periodicelly on
foreign traede, with perticular emphasis on the progress of lend-lerse shipments
from the United Stetes end Greet Britsin, A rcnort on the menufecture of ertil-
lery wes on the point of being published,

de Before the end of the wer sther stulies eppeasred on pll Balken countries,
the Nrient, Epypt and certsin prrts of Africe, North Americe and Greet Britein,
Scandinevie, end ell territories under Jrprnese influence, Studies on the lstter
subject were prepered by Unternffizier Dr, Mex BRUECTER, who must heve been cep-
tured in WUERTTEMBERG in Msr or Apr 45,

e Every three months, informetion sbout the most importent developments
concerning lebor potential, the food situstion, raw metcerinl procurement, end
war production in the lesding foreign eountries wrs put at the disposel of the
higher echelons of the Wehrmecht snd of the Minister fuer Ruestung end Xriegs-
produktion (Minister for Armements end er Productiosn) in the form of e short
pemphlet with e limited circulation of sbout twenty copies.

5. METH™DS AND TECHNIQUES YF PROCURING INFARMATI N AB"UT FKEIGN COUNTRIES

8, Some informetion wes provided by Abteilunp 1 (persti-nel Inteliipgonce
Section) of the Abwehr, The “Te i Amt itsclf never prreticed espionege, but
was simply en exploiting egenoy. The interrogetion of "W wes done also by the
Abwehr, For thet purpose, the e " Amt furnished the Abwehr with question-
neires reletive to metters which had not been c¢lerified previously, At confer-
ences once or twice e yenr, interrogetors from the Abwehr end the Iec officers fram
occmmends st the level of corps end higher were criented upon the most importent
metters of interest to the We Wi Amt, Specialists smonr the PW were questinned
by the Ic of the srmy group or, in the REest, by the technicel expert of the Aus=-
senstelle (brench office) of the We Wi Amt end, in speciel ceses, by the Gruppe
Ost itself,

b, After such interrogertion, meny of the well quelificd technicirns were re-
leased from captivity, sometimes after only three months, and were pleced in pos=-
itions utilizing their skills sand knowledgee. Upon conclusion of hostilities,
thousends were elreedy employed et positions similer to the ones which they hed
held formerly, Others, slthourh still FW, could work unspsringly in industry
or egriculture, ZINNEMANN indicetes that they drew what wes en sdequete diet
comperable even to thet for native workers end seys thet it even ceme to » point
where the P end foreign workers who remeined st their jobs hed more to eet
then officers in the high commend, ZINNENMANN cites mas en oxemple himself end
his colleagues, who seccured only the lowest retion obteineble es » normel cone-
sumer despite the exheusting work in which they were enprped, To this fect, rnd
to the psychological effeeots of seriel bomberdments, he ettributes the fell in
the creative powers of himself end his ccllcesues from yesr to yesr,

ce Of the informetion secured from interrcgaticon, not more then cne=helf
was useful. Stetements of T on the Eastern front ylelded only smell deteils,
end only efter yeers of systemrtic gquestioning wes it possible to secure e repre=
sentetive piocture, For exsmple, in order to secure s cleoerr concept of sgricult-
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ural developments in e given distriect, thousends of isolated reports had to be
brought together. Some 100,000 interr~getions provided the infommetion for e
feirly sccurste file end chart on egriculture for the yeers 1940-1944 inclusivo,
showing the emount of foodstuffs produced, weether conditions, composition of
the lebor force, the size of the hervest, end the number of dreft enimels, motor
vehicles, and mechanized equipment., The big picture wes completed from inform-
ation gethered from the contents of letters in ceptured meil shipments, Another
file, pertaining to industry clessified by brenches, wes the rosult of some
200,000 interrogations.

d. Accurete computetion of wer meteriel production wes difficult in the be=~
ginning, but leter wes faciliteted by deciphering the menufscturing number on
eech tool end weepon, From 1943 on, it wes possible to esteblish the monthly
production of ermor snd ertillery pieces cn the basis of the printed or stemped
numbers on esch object,

e. Investigntions of eircraft were mede by the Ic orgenization of the Lufte
waffenfuehrungs=-Steb  (Commend Steff of the Luftwnffo). The information wes
exploited by the technicel bureau of the Supreme Commender of the Luftwaffe,

The informetion wes then trensmitted to the We Wi Amt for its use,

f. Investigations in connection with the building of wer snd merchsnt ships
were mede by the Oberkommendo der Xriogsmerine., This commaend rlso secured inform=
stion about tonnage demends for logistics purposes end furnished this informetion
to the We Wi Anmt,

gs Gruppe 7st within the 7 Wi Amt procured no informetion from secoret agents,
for espionnage in the USSR wes scmething impossible and the office wes forbidden
to spy on Japen. The Jeprnese, too, were not able to send spies into the USSR
end es a result were badly informed esbout the internel affeirs of thet country,

h. Another source of informetion about econcmie frotors in foreign countries
wes found in the officiel e-mmuniques giving epproximete industriel #nd other
echievements in those countries. TWhere such communiques were issued, as they
were by the United Stetes, the urge to spy was forestelled most effectively.

i. Informetion of some value could he secured elsc from press reports. The
reliebility of such informstion differed emong countries., The Americen press
could be relied upon, end the Swedish ond Swiss newspapers were well informed,
ZINNEMANN contends thet the reliebility of news during peacetime and especielly
during war-time has a direct roleticnship to the degree of indcpendence of the
press, i.e., thet the more independent the nress is, the more relieble the news
is,

je The redio, except for the MYSCTYV station, brought no worthwhile inform=
aticon perteining to economic matters, Thet station broedeest lews and regule-
tions. Study and evelustion of them wes often of grent velue, In addition the
Russien press printed items commending or condemning certein fectory manegers by
neme, Through interropetion of 7 . it was possible to compile a list of plent
menegers, end in this way it wes pcssible to determine the plents to which the
items hed reference. Additionnl informestion wrs secured by monitoring broed=-
cests from the East, ns ell bip plents were in redio communicetion with MOSCOW
rnd were sdministered from there. Secret informetion, however, could not be

secured in this way.

€. AUSSENSTELIEN (BRANC'I OFFICES) OF T'D AMTSGRUPIT AUSLAND

es 4s an aid Yo Gruppe Ost in the Amtsgruppe Auslend, Aussenstellen were
orgenized at the level of the army groups on the Eestern Front, As forward
sgencies of the Gruppe Jst, their functions were to secure intelligence about
the economy of the USSR, to utilize the meterial themsclves, end to forwerd the
results either as single items when obteined or es short studies to the fAnmts-
gruppe Ausleand for use in connection with the work of Gruppe Nst, Within the army
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group, the Aussenstelle functioned in cooperation with the Ic end the Abwehr liech=
richten. The heads of the Aussenstellen were eveilable for purposes of consulte
etion to the chief of staff of the respeoctive amy groups end were subordineted to
his camnend, The personnel consisted of e Dienststellenleiter (branch office
heed), three officers or specirlists, and some clerks.

be The first Aussenstelle wes established in Mey 42 in the Jleeresgruppe Sued
in POLTAWA and wes under the commend of Oberstleutnsnt Dr, Prinz REUSS (IEINKICH
XXXVI). Subsequently it wess under Heeresgrunpe A in the Northern Ceucesus, later
egein under Heeresgruppe Sued, then under Mleeresgruppe Nord-Ukreine, end finally
under Heeresgruppe Mitte with its last locstion near PRAGUE. In Jen 45, Frince
REUSS relinquished his cormend to his deputy, Heuptmenn d, Res, z. V. (Ceptein of
the Reserve on specisl duty) GEIPEL, e menufecturer from LEIPZIG, Then Irince
REUSS, as the scion of a former governing femily, retired from the ermy. DBefore
the wer he had been ccnsultent to CHIANG KAI~SITK in CHONKING, His family is rele-
ated to the royal femilies of England and of Hollend.

ce Another Aussenstelle wes esteblished during Mey 43 at Heeresgruppe liitte
in SMOIENSK end was under commend of Oberstleutnent Dr, Wevell von KRUEGER., Dur=-
ing the autumn of 1944, Von KRUEGLR was used in anather cepncity, and et that time
his deputy, Heuptmenn d. Res, BURKHARDT, & city plenner, tock cherpe of the work.
During the retrest and encirclement of KJOENIGSBERG, the meterial of this Aussen=-
stelle was destroyed,

de 4 third Aussenstelle wes orgenized in Feb 45 at the Heeresgruppe Sued in

the northern part of Hungery; however practicelly nothing was asccomplished by it,
a8 the end of the wsar followed shortly after its creetion.

7o RELATIONSHIPS OF THE AMTSGRUPPE AUSLAND WITH "THER AGENCIES

In sccordence with its purpose, the Amtsgruppe Auslend meinteined s constrnt
exchenge of information with the depsrtments in the Generalstab des Ileeres, in the
Iuftwaffe, and in the 1lst and 2nd Abteilungen der Seekriegsleitung. These offices
were interested mainly in the studies on the persinnol and meterial potentials. of
fereign countries.s In eddition, however, these three authorities meinteined their
own specialists to observe metters pertaining to war econamics in foreign countries,
In consequence, Amtsgruppe fAuslend constituted more or less en additional inform-
ation burcau,

8, EVALUATI"N OF THE EFFECTIVENESS "F AMI'SGRUFIL AUSLAND

as The office cen bc described only as a smell militery rescarch institute
concerned with the economics of war., It opereted under st lerst two limiteticns,
First, beceuse of its insufficient staff its work legred behind developments in
the fields of its meajor interest. Second, its functions overlapped or duplicetod
those of other egencies, For example, the seme field of activity wes covered by
the Ministry under SI'EER, who hed nemed KEHRL to be Lelter des Plenungsemtes
(Director of the Pleanning 7ffice), The Reichs=Sicherheits~Hauptemt (RSHA) elso
exercised similer functions. While the staff of the Amtsgruppe Auslend wes roduced
constently beginning in the spring of 1942 frem 200 officers, clerks, end enlisted
personnel to 30 employees in Feb 45, the other offices continued to build up their
orgenizations without regerd to the wer situation,

be In eddition, the informetion on foreirn countries which wes produced by
the office wes never teken seriously, The reeson for this mey heave been either
thet HITLER relied completely on his own functionsries, or thet his generel dis-
trust of militery edvisors impeded objective evalustion of their worke Importent
date on foreign econcmies were sometimes submitted to Feldmerschall KEITEL; he
once returned e note in his own hendwriting seying ™The Fuehrer mekes his own cal=-
culations." It beceme clerr to ZINNEMANN end his associetes not only that this
wes a true stetement of feect, but elso thet KEITDL wes neglecting to trensmit to
HITIER any information tending to contradict the Fuehrer's opinions snd so provcke
his "bed humor or indignetion," Thereafter the texts of all messeges snd reports
were ceutiously worded to evoid piving offenses Under these circumstrnces the ex=-
perts of the Amtsgruppe Auslend lost interest and the work, elready hindered by
lack of personnel, slowed down even more.
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ANNEX "B"

PERSONALITIES OF THE ABTIIIUNG AUSLAND OF TFE FEIDWIRTSCHAFT SAMT

Sources ZINNEMANN, Dr. Curt Renks Oberstleutnent

The following is e list of experts end their speciesl fields within the Ab=
+eilung Auslend of the Feldwirtscheftsemt (see pere 2,f, page 7).

(1) CONCERNING THE USSR

(a) Population end Food Supply. Oberstleutnant Dr. ZINNEMANN,
Specielist Dr, MARQUARD™ from POTSD/M, who worked at
Aussenstelle Sued in Hungery end wes ceptured prosumebly
by the Americen forces.

(b) Rew Meteriels, Specielist Dr, FRANKL from BERLIN,

(e) Petroleum, Aluminum, snd Synthetic Rubber, Oberstleutnant
d. Res. z. V. Dr. Otto POEPPEIMANN, whose last civilien
position hed been as director of the Gymnssium in EMDEN.
As expert on Russien mrtters, hc wes evecurted with others
from MEININGEN to GOTHA end wes ceptured by the Americens,

(d) Ammement Industry, Heuptmsnn Dr. Werner GEBAUER from LGEBAU,
Saxony, His lest position was ss lieison officer to the
Army General Steff. Hc went to South Beveris where ho wes
supposed to heve pleced in sefety rn extensive collection
of documents.

(e) Power end Chemistry., Hruptmenn d. Res. z. V. Welter THIEIE,

e former pharmacist who was discharged from the scrviase st
the beginning of 1945 as he wrs more then 60 yesarrs oi age.

(2) CONCERNING THE SPHERE OF JAPANESE INFIUENCE

(e) Menchurie rnd Jepen, Specirlist Unteroffizier Dr. Mex BRUE-
CHER, e very intelligent economist and independent business-
men, born in SHANGHAI. As the Asiertic oxpert he wes working
on research problems porteining to Menchurie and Jepen, ZIN=-
NEMANN believes thet the interrogetion of BRUECHER and the
locetion of his surveys would be of utmost velue in the de=
termination of informetion perteining to the economy of Jeapen,

Information should be obteineble also from Genersl Ger-
herd MATZKY, #» brother of the Oberst MATZKY active in the We
Wi Amt, es he wes Militery Attaché in TOKIO until Apr 41,
(See nlso CSIR/@, which conteins informetion esbout ZINNE=-
MANN's own knowledge of Jepen, )

(b) CHUNEING, China, Oberstleutnent Pring REUSS, who lived in
PRILIWITZ, but probebly moved wostward upon sdvence of the
Red Army. :
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