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Direction No. 1 for the 'Conduct of the War

1. Now that all the political possibilities of disposing by peao fu1
mean s of a situation on the East ern Frontier which is intolerable for
Germany are exhausted, I have determined on a solution by force.
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2. The attack on Poland is to be carried out in accordance with the
pr eparat i ons made for ffFall Wei s s '!, with the alterations which result,
wher e the Anny is concerned, fran the fact that it has in the meantim
almost completed its dispositions. '

Allotment of t asks and the oper-at.Lonaf, target remain unchanged.

Dat e of at t a ck
Time of attack

1. 9. 39
4.45 (Inserted in red penoil) \

This time ala::> applies to the operation) at Gdynia J Bay of Danzig
and the Dirschau Bridge. .

The German land frontier in the West is not to be crossed at any point
wi t hout my express-consent.

LUXembourg and
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3. In the West it is important that the responsibility for the opening , \~ 'r(~j
of hostilities should rest unequivocally with England and France. At, firat \'\ ' -t
purely local act i on should be taken against insignificant frontier violations. ' l ' '
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~\:~. I. ~ ..and The netItra_lity assured by us to Holland, Belgium,

enmark 1 'Swit zer land should be scrupulously observed.
eq. pencil
ete)

It is of special importance that the Supreme Command of the Armed Fa-cas
should be informed with the least pos s i bl e delay qf any ~olation of the
neutrality of third States on the pa rt of our opponents" U1 the West .
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ccording The same applies to warlike actions at 8 a or any which may be so
this interpreted.

lantic
Boats Defensive measureson the part of the Luftwaffe should at first be ca:n£in9d
.st remain exclusively to the war ding off of enemy air attacks on the frnntier of the Reioh.
their In dofng so the frontier of the neutral states should be observed as long as

,i t ing possible when dealing with single aircraft and smaller units. Defensive
,s i t i ons operations should only be permitted over this neutral territory when, where
,r the French and English attacking squadrons are operating over neutral state~

me being against German-territory in considerable force, air defence in the West is
'encll no longer assured.
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4. If England and France open hostilities against Germany, the t,ask
of th06 e sections of the Armed Forces which are operating in the West
is i;io uphold, whU e conserving their strength as far as pessible, those
conditions necessary for the successful conclusion of the operations
against Poland. Wi t hin the scope of this duty, damage should be done
to enemy foroes and their economic sources of supply a s f ar as r esources
allow. In any case I reserve to myself thiJ order to commenoe attack
operations.

(See Directions to Groups, ships and U-Boats) (red penci l not e) .

The Army is holding the West wall and is makdrtg preparat i ons to
p-revent its bedrig turned - the West er n Powers violating Belgian or
Dutch territory in doing so. If Fr ench forces move into Luxembourg, the
frontier bridges may be blovm up.

In its warfare on mer chant shipping the Navy i s concentrating on
England. To intensify the effect of t his, a declarat i on of danger
zones is to, be expected. The Supreme Command of the Navy announces in
which arjas of sea and Vf.lthin what limits danger zones ar e considered
expedient. The wording of a public decl ar at i on ehoul.d be pr epar ed in
conjunction wi t h the Foreign Office and should be submitted to me for
approval through the Supreme Command of the Navy.

The Baltic should be secured against penetration by the enemy.
' The C.in.C of the Navy decides whether the approaches to the Baltic

should be mined for this purpose. .
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The primary task of the Luftwaffe is to prevent the French and
English Air Force operating .against the German Army and German "Lebenaraumu ,

In waging war ag(linst Englanq preparations should be made for t he
use of the Luftwaffe in causdng damage to sea. transport, the armament
indUstry and. troop transports to France. Full use should be made of
favourable opportunities ' t o make an effective at t ack on massed Engli sh
na.valunits, especially on battleships and aircraft carriers. The
decision regarding attacks on London rests with me.

Attacks on the English motherland should be prepar ed, bearing in
riiind that Whatever happens, inadequate success wi t h part forces is to
be avoided. .
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I, (Signed) A. Hitler

(undecipherable)

Warning ?
(Note in red pencil)
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