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( Ext r act s fr om a fil e containin~ Directives
u i th de tai led Annexes . The Directives are
most ly tr anslate d in ful l . 'l'h e Annexe s ,
owin~ t o thei r 1en~th , are ~i ven mos t l y in
t he f orm of' precis . The extracts are sup­
plemented by C-1 25) .

1 . ~alCltLQ.n of d..Qoumen t. sil"l'ned - by KEI'l'EL.

'l'op Se cr e t
Of f i ce r Onl y

'i'h e Hi ,,:h COID1"l ann of the Ar mon For ce s 13e r l i n , 3 r d April 1939
W~A Nr . 37 /3 9 ~op Se cre t Off i ce r Onl y L I a

SUiJ.J1i:C'r : Di r ective for t he Armen For ce s 193 9 / 40 5 Copies
2nd . Copy

'1'he Di r e c'~ ive f or t he Uni f orm Prepa r a t i on of War
~y the Armen For ce n f or 1939/40 is bein~ re-is sued .

=
Par t I (" Fr onti e r Def ence " ) and Pa r t III ("Danzi~")

La r f! i n - will be t ssue o in t he m1rJel le of Apr i l . 'rhe i r ba sic prin-
al, note ci ple s r emat n un ch an -te d ,
i n i nk
" At t ache d") Par t I I "Fal l We i s s " * is a t t a ched herewith . The

si ~natu:ro of the Fu eh r e r 7i l 1 he app e nde d l ater .

1he Pu e Ir e r has an e d t he folloi'l i nl"l' Di re ct i ves to
" Fal l Vi e i s S" :

1 ) Preparat ions mus t be made in su ch a way
t hat t he ope rat i on ca n be car r ied Oilt
a t tiny t i me fr om 1 .9 . 39 onJar o s

2 ) '1'he Comman d of t he Armed For ce s ha s
be en direc t ed to n1'U\i up a pre cise t i me­
t. ab l.e for " r'a l l We i s sv and to .arran -re l)y
oon re r e n oe s t J1B synchr oni s e d timi n q:s
")e t YTou n t he ·5 :)r a n che s of the Armed For ce s

3 ) 'l 'h e pl.an s of tho l)r Qnche s of the Arme n
For ce s nn n t he Ae to.i l~ f or th e t ime - table
mu S t be fnl 1)mi tte 0 t o t he OK1Y by 1 . ~) . :.3 9.

= n sert as an operati ona l co c'l e 170T0 for T)e fen ce of t he
Re i ch f r on t i e r . See l nne x I .

* '.1.'rn.n s1a t or ' s ;,jo t e : " Fall I'le i ss" (literally " Case Whi te " )
i s t he cove T nome for t he intBnoe ~ invQsion of Polann .
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Trun nlat l QP.., of (10C\unent siznerl by HI1rLEB. .

'r ep Se cr e t .
Of1'i ce r Only

de -rl i n ) 11 t h April 1 939
'rhe Sllnreme Commande r of the Armen For ce s
OKW Nr . 3 7 / 39 'I'op Se cr e t Officer Only . WF A/ LI

5 Copies
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.nirecllJLQ._1:or the Un; form .Pr e Da r a t i oD of War
hy the Arme d FO~Qe s . J9J9L4Q .

I shall l ay d own i n a later (Iirective the future t a sks
of the A,..men For ce s ana the preparations to he made in
a c cornan ce wi th the se f or the conriuct of war .

Until that dire ctive comes into force ) the Armed
For-oe s mu s t ~e preparen for the folloi'lin~ eventuali t ies :

1) Saf e n:uar ni n n: or the f r on t i e r R of t he
~erman Reich an d prote ction a~ainst

su r-ur t ae air a t tack s . ( s ee Annexa I )

II) " Fall We i SR" (see Annexe I I )

III) Th e Annexa t i on of nanzi ~ (see Annexo III )

Annexe I V cont ai ns re~ulations for the exercise
of mi l i tar y au t h or i t y i n Ea s t P r u ss i a in the event of
a war l ike ne vel opmcn t .

( s i ~ne ri ) A~olf Hi t l e r .

TI i s t r i bu ti on :

OKn
OfCT:;
naL
OXW

1
1

u . Ob . d . L
( YIFA/L )

( Copy No . 1 )
(" No , 2) .
1 ( Cony No . :3 )
2 ( " No . 4: u , 5 )

*The aim is
then to ri e s ­
troy Pol i sh
mi l i t a r y
stren~th anti
to cr e ate )

1 20 D.

4 . Annex e I I cont ain s the (Iirectives for ',Fall We i s s "

I n para 1 ) he ndon "Politi cal Hy pot he s e s and Aims" i t
is state d tha t qu arne Ls wi th PolDJl rl ··sh o11 l o be a1ToiCleo .
Sh ou l rl Pol and ) however, chant':'e her 'Present policy whi ch
i s b a se r' on t he same principle ann anopt a thre atenin~

o. t t i t u ne t owar d s f1ermany ) a "final settlement" wi l l he
ne ce asa'rv no t rri thstQn(lin~ the pact wi th Polann . * 'l'he
:Proe S ta te of Danzi g \1111 be incorporated i nto (1e:rmany
a t th o ou t '1roD.k of tho confli ct at th e l ate st . "Pol f cy aims
at limitin~ the war t o Poland , and thi s i s consinered
po ssi 1) 10 in view of tho internal cr i s1 s in Fr an ce and
'3r i t i sll r o st:raint as Q r'e su l.t of this . 8ho"11'! R1Js n1a.
inte r vene , this ':ronln impl y P olano ' s r'lestructi on hy

\
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in the East ,
a s ituation
wh i ch satis­
fies the
requi rements
of defence"

0-120 B 8 D. (cont .)

0_120 n . (contd.)

do.l snevt SID. C1erman !ni l i ta:ry eXigen cies '1il 1 r. e t ermine
the u t t i tude of the claJ t i e State a , 1)1" "'O,U i " n o t :1
certain ally . Italy 's a t t i t u de in deterJ1l inefl t) y t he
·Je r l i n- Rome Ax i s . "

In para 2 ) - ;:.'!i l i t ary conclusion s a r e d r awn f rom. t he
a~ove poli t ical premises .

'I'h e r emaf nfnn paras set out the t a sk s ann operational
ob je ct i ve s of the 3 b r an oh e s of the .Ar me d F01' ce s , "'A
crn:noufl a~en or open (, ,;;enero.l ' adne a in ink) mor,i l i z a t i on
will not be orderea be Core D-d ay - 1 a t t h e l ate st
possibl e momen t . "

'l'h e Army may , on t t s S 011th e r n fl ank , enter 51 0vak
territory . In the Nor t h , a j un ct i on between Pomeran ia
ann Bast Prussia must be qu t ckl.y e s t cbLi sbed , "'.l'he
preparat ions for th e openinR of ope r ati ons a r e t o h e
ma ne in su ch a way that - wi th011 t wai ti n~ for t he pLanned
assembly of moi) i -li zen uni t s - posi ti ona ca n he t akon
up immedi ately by the fir st av a f LabLe t r oon s , «



C-1 8.0 K.

'r r an s l.a t t on of a do eumen t flirme d by HI1'LER .

'rap Se cre t
Of f i cer Onl y

'I'h e Su-p reme Oomn and e r
of tbe Arme0 For ces ae r l in , lOth Ti": a y 1939

11e r e :ri th , as Pa r t VI of the "nt re ctivev ,
inst~ ctions f or t he e con omi c ~ar ano the protection
of our own e conomy.

'i.'he Comma oers-in-Chief of t he 3 b r anohe e
of t he Armer'! For ce s \7 i l l r eport to the .Armen For ce s
Hi ~h Co~mand on t he mea~l re s t aken in consequence
of these i nstruction s b~r 1st A.u ~st 1939 .

SU~ je c t : Di r e ct i ve for the uniform
prepa~ation of Wa r by the Armed
For ce s , 1939 /40
( OKW.Nr .3 ?/39 ~ .K . Che f fl . WFA/ L (I)(S tmnp :

0 1) .n .M. AI
Op , 50 /39
Be ce t ve d :
12 . f5 . 39
En oLo eur-e s : 1
ut tachen i n n ote
on r epor t)

rn~ . 48 /3 9 ~op Se cre t WFa/L (I) ? Copies
2nd Copy

I
1of 11 .4 .39 . )

OKJI 1 ( Pr ou f NT.
OKM 1 ( " Nr .

u Ob d L 1 (Preui'
(W stb) 1 (Preuf
( Au sl/Ab r-) 1 (Preuf
(L) 2 ( Preui'

r~l;:lr ~inal note in
copYin ~ penci l
" Done 31 . Ti
Not e in fl; r een
pencil:
» Terhal r e port i n time" .
Not e i n copyi n~ penci l :
be f or e leave: from l .? onwards)
Verbal r eport has ~ e 0n

made on 0 0 .5 . I a ( I niti al) 29 . "

Ri'l L
OKW
OKW
OKW

(si~ner'l) Adolf Hi t l e r .

Not e in reo pencil :
"S'llbmi t report ab 011 t 20 /25 . VI

Tr an slat or ' s Note :
S . (SCHNI EWI ND) 16 .5 . }

1)
2)
Nr . ·3 )
Nr . 4)
Nr . 5)
Nr . e u .?)

C-120 L .

l ~ . Pre cis of Annexe VI r e1'er1'eo t o i n p _J2Q K.

"Directiyes for the SLnr a gai n s t the enemy economy
( econ QT:lic uar :ar a ) an d measures of DtotoQtjon to:t

011 r e cO P....o.mY. . "

Navv and Ai r For ce in pa r t t cuLc r a r e o i r ecter:1 to
rake prepara tions f or tlle iL'lJ'leni Dte openf.n» of e con om i c

war r ar-e , pr i n c i pa l l y D, f'l'n i n s t 3ri tai n , ann , a s se oond
pr t or ; ty , a~ai n st "'r an ce , in t he e ve 1t of "f1.renzsicherunn: "
( 'i:r an sl a t or' s i:ot e : see A nexe I) be inlS or de r ed . 'I'h e

e a su r-es t o ;)e t ak en b v i1r my , Navy and Ai r Fo r ce a r o
ne~ criben in detail ann ~ asen on t he a ssump t i on that
t he opor at ions wi l l be of f en s i ve in character .

.!



9-1 20 K { L . (cant. )

9-180 L . (cant.)

A Directive for " :Fall We i ~ s " ( Roe «nne xe II ) .s e t s
out as t he mai n ob j ective t h e cap t u r e, i n un a a~ a ~e ~

condition , of Pol i sh e conomi c instal l a tions . A
sp ee dy occupation o f the i ndustri al are as of Pol i sh
Upper-Sile at a ana 'l'e s chen is con s i ne r ecl i mportan t.
Pol.and .mu s t be cut off f1'om i '':1p or t s 1)y sea , and
this mus t be borne i n mi n e'! rrhon f1e Q.l:in~ \1i t h ships
sai11n~ under neutTal rl a~ r. ann pe rh aps cQ.rryi n ~

~ooos 1'01' })ol an d to neu t r a l por t s .


