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STATEl:ENT OF 7 NOVE1.iBER 1941

ccnfcz-cncc s took p.lr.cc ,, :it h t h ;:;r:1 about dc t<:i l s i:1 order t o hce.r their

for a possible campad.gn agai ns t Poland . Hor k wa s iJiL:cd ::. .:.t cl~r begun to

In ApriJ. J.??C: I '.'iB.5 instruc t ed by Hitler to start mi 1i t e.r:v prc)):?\.rc.tions

Hi t l e r and approved by . him as :.'.mended by a chango v'hic~ he desired.

des i res and rc coamcndct. ions . '

b' ~G Corrm"..nd ;,;rs of t h-J c rmy gr-oups and th" five Commander-s of the armie s J

,~ftc.r t .h; outbrc:'.l·: of t he. vrar' I cont inucd '::':-:is po.Ii.cy or ke epi ng in

close and c ons tr.nt. touch ,;ith t he C01:T.1D.nc:.c1's-in-C hief of D.r~y groups

t.cLcphono , tc J.c:' ~rp,:. or ,,·'i rolcss . : n t hi s 1'!(;.y I l !C.S abl,c to obtain their

advi.cc X-:G -::':-:,:;:'.:' 1':.c cr:rr::-:::ndations during tho conduct of rrilito.ry opc r-at. Lons ,

In f'act. i t ' ·' ",.S the a ccepted po.Id.cy and common practice for the C01!lmandcr -

in-Chief of the 1...1':::,"'/ to c onsult his subordf.nat.c Commandcr-s-o.n-Ch.Lcf end

to B3.i ntai n r. const.ar rt ex change of ideas l';ith t hem. Th .;.. Commandcr-.In-,

Chief of the · Ar~r and r.i s Chief of staff corr~1ic~tcd ~~th army groups

and , thru t hen: a s "';\..-11 a s di r c: etly, "d,t h ar mies ; thru army gr oups on

st.r-ct.cgi.cr.L and t .act.Lc af, me..tt crs; dd.r-cct.Ly on quc s t i ons nffc ct i ng supply

and t :iC ::,~dministr:lt ion of conquered t erritory occupi.cd by t.hc ac a rmi.c s ,

An <,rffiJT group had no t e rritori:'.l j urisdiction . I t h~d n r elctivcly s~~ll

s t c f'f v.hi.ch i'm.s conc er ned only \'ri t.h milik .1'Y opcrct.Lons , In aLL territor-in:

mat.t.cr '" it ,".'2.8 t he COE:J:-"'1.~dcr-in-Chic.f of t hc .::.r[,ly and not of the cr my

Group who cxcr-c i scd j 1lrisdiction .

(Signed) von BRi.UCHITSCE



SUPP:LEMENT TO lIT STATEMENT OF 7 NOVEl.,IBER 1945

"lhcn Hitler had made a decision to support the r~r~lizn.tior, of his

pol i t i c:.:'J . ob j cct.Lvcs through :nilitc:r';r pressure or through the a.ppl i ca t i on

of milit::l.r::r f orce) the Cvrrr.landcr-in-Chicf of th8 :..:rmy) if he was nt ['.11

Lnvo.Lvcd , :Jl·(.:in' j~ily :' j.:.'ct r cccLv..d an :.:)p p:..'Opr i nt c or-a'l briefing or an

Opcr~:.t:'or:.~ : .':ol: d ·~:(:?loym.Q l1t pla."13 'W8r<i next ,":orkcd out in the OICH .

and D<:,d bee n e.~::provc(~ 1.'7 nim, th:;rc tQll.o-wt:.d a written order from the O!\W

t o the t hroe b r ;o,nc:-:c ;3 01 t he. Annoc. For-cos , L"1 the. mcarnvhi.Lc the OKU began

t o t rc.I'isrr.it t he o r.)(.;r:,.tion.:: ~ an9- deployment pl4ln3 to th;; army groups nnc1. a.rmies .

involved . Dct~Lls of t he opcrction~ and d~ployocnt plans ~~rc discussed

by the OK:! :''ith the COIT'j ll"::,,ndcrs of t.hc army groups end crmi.cs nM with tho

Duri.ng the opcr-at.Lone the 01:H J;i,f'.int .;:>.i nod a c onst.crrt ex change of Ldcas

with th e: c.rmy gr oups by me ans of toler-hon., rr.dio and courier . ThL~

Cornmandcr-d.n-Ch'i.cf of t he ll.rmy used cvc:ry op::,ortu11ity t o ;:l.:; i nt.:l.i n a p:;rsonal

ex change of L icClS ,'li t h t he COl':",;;t!'.ndcrs of [l.r my group~, .::.r'11j.os end Lovrcr c..chelons

by means of pc r-so nr.L v~.:;it s to them. In t nc war .:'.gainst Ruesda the Commanders

of army groups [,~'1d .: : ::'::"l~ S wero individ\Ullly and r cpcct.ed'ly ca.Ll.od in by

Or-de r-s f or i'. }.l opor-at.Lonal. mat.t cr-s went from the O!~H to [1.!'r.l;r gr oups

and for a l l mct.t.c r s concc.rndng sup?l;j and tcrritori/\l jurisJiction from the

OKH di r ect l y t o t.h c armies t

(Signed) von BIL'l.UCHIT3CH
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CITY OF NURKBERG: ' SS

Before me, ':Ul-TJiR H. R.:.PP, Capta 'i,n, Cavalry, :,,sN 0-454231 ,

0.:-. of£'iccr 01.11:" :.'lc, :'. :~.:": , r.:· d to t elcc oat.hs , appear-ed Field ~ :e.rshD.l 1j:.LT:'.J.

von BR·.UCIETSC::: to ;:11.:; ;cr:.o,,n who in my presence signed the for?going

1,IEr kl!I.::..'un; ·."C. ~' • . ' ::'''<:;..:\1-.1' 1945" ( st::tcmcnt of 7 Novembe r 1945) cons f.std.ng

tho ::.ttcchcd IIErgnr;zU1'~ zu lO:OL.'1·Jr Zr:d.tiru"1g vom 7. Novcrrb cr 19451:

(supplement t o my stat t:.r"'l-:;llt of 7 l': ov:::mbCl~ 1945) consisting of one sheet

written on both sicks in Gc~"!.:tr';1 script , and swore t ho.t t he same VIo..S true:

on the 7th day of November :L9l;.5 .

(Sign0d) ::ja1tc r H. Rapp
\ ';_'!-.TER E. n~·.FF

C£'.pt [:,in c:»
0-454231

(Trv:; C\J)ov :.. 2.ckno-.::lcdtpor.t of oath ,,,,~p(; Qrc cl in
ttc cri£llt~l in : ngli sh)

OF DOCU'ii£!'~T

I , P:.UL 1•• r::-UL:J:D, Lf2. j or , oj-,le, :I3N 0-3857 20 , he reby ecr.t i fy

that I Q.f.1 thorougl':l~r convc r-sant, y:i th th·: English and German Langua gcs ;

and that the above is a true and correct translation of ~~fid~vi~ No ~ 4 ••

(Signed) Pau'l, :. • Ncul.and
F:.UL ... . N~UlLlm

l.:o.. j or ':::I.IC
0- 38 5720


