Ultimate avthor.t: and esponibility for milltary affairs in
Germany was vested ir the Head of S:ete, who prior to 2 August 1934
was Field lieshal ve . Einde burg anc thereafuer until 1945 was Adolf
Hitler. | .
_ S.pecik.lized military m;'l.tt-ers wire the res onsibility of the three -l
branches of the Armed Torces jubordirate to the Sypreme Comnander of the b
Armed orces (c: the sore tirie He'd o State), 5 is. to say the Army, the -‘-'.}f‘
Navy and tkz Air Force, In prectics, supervis.on within this field was 2L
exercised by a relativ:ly smill grour of iigh-rani:ing officers. These
officers exercised such supe:*vision i:, thair official capacity and by virtue
of their training, their positions anc’ their mutual contacts, Pl;ns for
military operations of the Cerman ."arn_'a:d Forces were prepared by members of
this group according to the instructi:cms of “he OKW and were presented by
them to the Su;:;reme Command v of tiac fmef:l For-:s (at the sume time Head of
State). '

The members of this g.‘oup were wtisted wi'th full authority to prepare
for military eration= vZthin their ¢ mritent ficlds and they actually did -
7 pxl‘epare for zny such op.rations as migit be undertaken by troops in the ficld,

Prior to any operation, members .if this group werc asscmblcd and_ given
appropriate directior. by the Hcad of State, E amples of such meetings
are the speech by Hitler to ihc Commenders-in-Chief on 22 August 1939 prior
to the Polish cawpaign ..id the consult: “ion at t  ‘eich Chanccllery on
14 June 1..'1 prior to the rf}rs‘b Rucoiar cempaign, The composition of this
group and the rclation .hir ¢f its mimt rs to cach other were as shown in
the attached chart, In the hands of shose who filled the positions shown
- ;’Ln the chart lay the_ actual dircetion of the Armed Forces,

(Signed) von BRAUCHITSCH



SUFREME COMVANDER OF
THE ARMED FORCEC

Hitler
|
CHIEF OF THE HIGH COMwAND _ -
OF THE ARMED FORCES ARMED FORCES OPERATIONS
Keitel T~ | caFF
- i N Chief; Jodl
/"' \-ﬁ_‘_ Deputy Chief; Werlimont
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF COMMANLEE IN CHIEF CONYANDSER IN CHIEF OF
OF TH® ARMY 1 OF THE N,V THE Ik FORCE AND REICHS-
von Brauchi*seh Racder ;

(later Hit. - )

CEIEF OF THE GENERAL
cTAFF OF THE /RIY
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(later Denitz)
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Schniewindt (leter Fricxe,
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COMMANLERS 1IN CHIEF
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MDIT':,‘-TE__-.{'\ OF AIR
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(lates von Greim)

CHIEF OF THE GENER&L
STLAFF OF THE ALIK FORCE
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Kreipe, Keller)

COMMANDERS IN CHIEF OF
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Before me, PAUL 4. NZULAL.), i jor, QC, ASN 0-385720, an

of ficer duly qualified to take oaths, appearcd Ficld iarshal WALTER

von BRﬂUCHITSCH, to me known, who in my presence signed the forcgoing
"Erklirung" (statoment) consisting of two pages in the German lenguage
with amendments initialed by him, togethcr with an attachzd chart,

and sv~.¢ that the sev  including the attached chart, was truc-on the

Tth day of Noverbecr 1945,

(igned) Peul 4. Feuland
PAUL /.. NEULARD
Ma jor QuC
0-385720

TRANSL..TOR'S . (T8 {The at .o aclmowlcdgmént of oath appcarcd in
the original in snglish)

CIRTIFIC..® OF TR.ANSLATIOHN
OF DOCI™ T

I, YiLTER H. RIPP, Captaii, Civ.lry, .3N O-454231, horcby
certify that I am thoroughly convcersant with tho.-ﬁhglish and Ccrman
languages; and thot the sbove is a truc and corrcet translation of
AETidavit No. 2.

(Signed) Malter H. Rapp
"U.LTER H. RLPP

Captein  CAV
0-454231




