STA " MENY

Ultimate authofﬁty and responsibility for military affairs in Germany
was vésted in the Head of State who prior to 2 August 1234 was Field Marshalﬁ
von Hindenburg and thereafter un®’l 1945 weas Adolf Hitler, \ ¢

Specialized military matters were the responsibility of the three
branches of the Armed Forces =bordinate to the Commander-in-Chief of the =

Armed Forces (at t:- sanc time I ad of State), that is to say the Army, the -5

Navy and the Air Force, In practice, sunervision within this field was
excrcised by a relati- smell group ¢ nigh-ranking officers, These
offlcers exercised such :~pervision ir “heir official cavacity and by virtue

of their trai:ing, their pc-itions and their mutuzl cont:cts. Plans for

ailitary opeggti;ﬁs of t“e Ger : . Armed Forces were prepared by members of thiéz 4
group according *~ %he instructions of the 07 in . - name of their respegtivé
Comanding Officers and were prea nted by them to tie Commandcr—inJChief‘of
the Armed Forces (at thc same time Her' of state).

The members of this group were cis: ad with the responsibility of
preparing for military operations within their competent f;clds and they
actually did preparc for any such opcrations as were to be undertaken by troops:
in the field. ;

Prior to any operation, members of this group wire asscmbled and given
apnroprie*  directions b - the Head of State. Examnles of such meetings are
the spe.ch by Hitle: to thc Commenders-in-Chicf on 22 August 1939 prior to thc
Polish campaign -nd the c¢-nsultation at “.>2 Rcich Chanccllery on 1i June 1941
prior to the first Russii:. campaign. The pompoéition of this group and the
rclationship of itz members to cach ot’ > werc a2s showm in the attached chart,

- -

This was in c¢ffcet the T aer:l Stalf and High Commsad of the CGerman Armed Forces

b

(8igned)  "MER



CHART

(Initialed) H.

SUFRTME COMMANDER OF
THE /RVMED FCORCES
Hitler

CHIZF OF THE HIGH COMMLND

OF THE LRMED FORCES ’mmn FORCES OFEHJ%‘I'IONS]
Keitel STiFF i
o | i Chief: I i
\ : 5 = T
- Deputy Chief Werlimon?
x P y 3"".—-_-“_-__3
COMMANT™R IN CHITT COMMANDER IN CHIER COMVLNDER IN C..TZF OF
OF THE /TNY ____ (¥ THE NAVY TF% 4IR FORCE AID REICT” -
ven oraue  -sch Raeder MIL. _LUTER OF AIR ol
(later Hitler) (later Dbnitz) Goring

- (later von Greim)

I

CHIEF @ TH® GENE' AL CHIEF OF NAVAI WiR STAFF CHIEF (7 THE GFNERAL
STAFE O7 THT 'BMY Schniewindt (later r. +fF _OF THEZ 412 FORCE
Bec. : '.ior Haldor, [ Fricke,Meir..) Jesch. wek (later Korien,
—eitaler, uderian, . Krcipe, Keller)
Krebs) . | ‘

!
COMMCT™ RS IN CHITF I

OF ikiy GROIFS COMWANDERS IN CHIEF COMM/NDERS IN CHIEF OF
COMMAND®™RS IN CHIEF IN THT NAVY LIT. FORCES
OF RMIES '




CITY OF NURNBERG: '  SS

E-fore me, WALTER H. R.PP, Japtain, Cavalry, ASN 0-454231, an

officer duly quzlificc to take ocath  avppcared Coloncl Genersl FRINZ HALDER

consisting of two pages in the Germen langue-c with amondments initisled
by him and an attachcd chart ini-“~led by him, and sworc that thc same,
including the attached chart, was truc on thc 7th day of November 1945,

, (Signed) ‘zlter H. Repp
£ . ~ WALTIR H. RLPP

Captain CLV
0-454231

TRANSLATOR'S OTE: (Tic above acknowlcdgment of oath appcarcd in the
0." ;inel in Inglish)

CERTIFIM .TE OF TRINSLATION
OF DOCUAENT
I, P.AUL A. NEUL/XND, Major, QiC, ..SN 0-385, Ii, hercby certify
that I am thoroughly conversant with t.c¢ Liglish and German languages;

and that the above is a truc and corrcc® translation of Affidavit l'o.l,.

(8igned) Paul .. Nouland
PAUL .. FEULAND
Major (B]K(6)
0=385720
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