
The Fu r ls Headquart rs was removed from Beroht sg den
to East Pruss ia (a wood near Rastenburg) on 14 July 1944. in
connect Ion with the r cently resum d Ru sinn ttaok. Th Start
moved ihto th qua r t rs already ueed th re sino th Bummer ot
1941 . Dur ing the stay of some months at Beroht sgaden thee had
meanwhil be n provid d -i t h eoneid rably stronger anti-airoraft
defenses . The pr o j eot was st i l l not oomplet d and eversl thousand . ­
laborers of the Todt or ganization wer still at work.

On 20 July th midday situation meeting took plaoe a on
pr vious days in a b r rack whose walls. originally oonstruoted ot
wooden boards, b t ween the windows , had been oov red with a 1a r
of oonoret about a met r t hiok. The oonf r noe room wa ituat .d
at t he ea st rn end of t he barraok. Along one side of its 1 ngth
end bot h short sides ' were numerous indo s. and along th oth r
long s ide~as s~parnted from th neighboring rooms by a pl in

ood n door and thin wal le of plaster. On entering the door on
sa . a h avy oak t able, about 5 or 6 met rs long. running ith
its l ength -parallel wi th th long ide ot th room. Apart tram
fe'l ohairs the r e re no other artiol of furniture in the ro •

When t he Fu hr r ent er ed the room about 1230 the partioipant
in t he situation meet ing were as u ual alr ady oolleoted. G neral
IilruSINGER , who represent d the Chi r or the Army General Statt,
had al ready begun with a report on the situation in the a t.
when t he door again open d, a thing in itself not unusual. nd
t he ,Colonel, Count von STAUFFENBERQ , ent er ed th room. He did not
bel ong to H adquarters but was rath r present at Headquarter
on his own Init'iative or on th ord re of ield Marshal KEITEL
to gi v a report on questions within his field ot aotivity s Ohi t
of St ff to the Commander in Chief of the Replaoement Army. In
a oaordance Ith a us age that offioers te porarily pr sent, of the
high r r anks, should att nd this meeting. and in a given ea
r Dor t to the Fuehr r per sona l l y , ield M rahal KEITEL had rd r d
Von STAUFFENBERG to t ake par t on this day.

None of the offioers pr sent had par t i oul ar l y notioed or
taken any o b j otion to the t oot that STAUFFENBERG s oarrying with.
him a et r 1k1nBl y big br1efoas and, 8S the later evid noe ho d. -,
plaaed i t und r the right-hand half of the big oak table( at th
mi ddle of whioh the Fuehr r was st nding. with his baok to th do r)

nd 1 aned t he oase against a table leg. Nor. so tar I kno. 0

was any grent er att nt i on paid to th t aot that STAUFFENBERG again
lef t th room a f e mlnut slater.

About 12 50 a t r r i f i e xplosion sudd nly ooourred, whioh
seemed to oover t he whole room in dust. amok and tir • and thre.
everything in nI l dir eotions. Wh n I got uP. after a short p rio'
of unoo nsc iousness , 1 saw that Hitler \YaS being 1 d baokWards out
through the door , eu ported by eev ral attendants. He did not 8
to have b n s rlouely hurt. As it turn d out later h had ut-

, of red an in jury t o hie ar-s and a bon -bruise of t h right arm.
whLch l atter soon hea l ed . 'l'he ear injuries had no further con e­
q': mo 6 thanks t o the t reatment by Pr of . von Eioken ho wa Uln­
on d from U rl in , and the ear ~ peoialist Dr. GIESING.

S rioue in juri s had only be n exneri noed in a f ose s. A
a res~lt of th se i n j ur i es one man d i ed the same day and thr e
ott r deaths resulted l et r . The balanoe oame through with light
Injuri s , a ')art from so. e per s i s t i ng soars from burns.
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During t he arl y atternoon susp ic i on wa s ca st by a NCO
ot H edquart rs on Colonel Oount von Stanffenberg who had been
ob rv d enter ing the barrack with the h·rivy bri6f-ce ~e and soon
rt rwards l eav i ng it without it. St aur f enber g _~d i n the m antim

flown baclc to B rl l n and on thet.r\.~~!l e en iIl~~ hfJh cons i de r able
ber of other oonspirators met ~ end. "

As a result of l at r investiga t i on the follo~line s t Gte ot
affairs npp ured : t he a t tempt had been agr e d on for ~ l ong tim
alr ady in oonn etlon with th&rintent ion to ov r t hr ow t he Nat i onal
Sociallst regime. The explosive had been proour d al ready about
halt' u y a r previously end kept hidden v l' sino . 8tau:ff nber g
had aJ.ready made an att~pt +.0 aec onml.Lan the assassinat ion some
two \Ii eka earli r on t he B l'£,hof . He had however a bandoned it
b cause on t he day i n quest ion G-oering and Hirnml r , who we r to
b put out of the way at t he same tune, wer e abs nt .

On 20 July St aufi'enbe r g flew i n t he ee,r l y morning f rom Be r l in ,
carrying t wo bombs, aeh of Which , ' i f 1 Elm not mist aken , oonta.ined
8. kilogr am ot explos ive . He br ought the fuse into HCBdqnart rs
and put it in i n an ante-r oom. He t hen laid th ca se , cont ain ing
on of t he t ro bombs , down/about one or two met er s tram Hitler , in
t h manner de so ribed.

If th injuries suttered w ro compAra t ively mUlor , that ia
oribe.ble -p r inoipally t o the c Lr-cumst.ance that t he t'loor was I Hi d

ov r ae llar and that t he for ce of t h explos ion a.ls eaeaped
through the nume r ou s windowB and the thi n walls i n many direotions .

Stauff' nberg obs erved th effeots t r om close by , but clear ly
substantially overest imat ed t hem , and then dr ove t o a n~arby air
ti ld before steps oould' be t a ken to pr event it . En rout e he t hr w
the S oond bomb, whioh wa s l at r found, from t he car . On renohing

rIm h r eported t o the fella oons:)in ltors t hat h had been
suooesstul and 't hat t he Fue hr r was dead, Whereupon the ot ne r steps
1'r pe.r ed b;~t t he cons pirators were s et h i o'7lere.t.:ton.

NO'I'J....: Ees ide s t 1,€ li'uehre r there
as Bin t ion:

were present a ~ th attempt ed

The Fuehr r' s Aid 8: Ge er al SCID;;UNIYr
Admi r a l Von PUTTKA.\1F.J1
Obers t Von BELOW
Ober at l t . B (l a t or fatal l y injur

From t he OKW: Field Mnrshal KI:ITlt;L
~neraloberst J ODI.
Gen e r [.I. 1 77j..RLD,!ON'1'
o n ral EUHLE
Ob rat I t . ~AIZENEGGER

.ia j or BU'7:;!JilP
ab r-at.Lt , Von J om,!

From t he OKH: Gonert: 1 iEUS~' DInAR
Obe r s t DR?lHyr

Other HQ. Staff : General GCHEHFF
Gene r al DO DEHSCHATZ
Admira l VOSS
Grupnollfueilrer :F'EGT.L1G U

Chief of Luftwaffe: General KORTEN
G narel Sta f f

Two stenogr aphers
(Lis t not eXhaust ive perhHns)

Died of their wounds: Gener a l SCIIMUNDT
General KOll'I'EN
Oberst BRANDT
A st nographer


