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Oorman test-pilot and meronautical research expert, Her story doee

not pretend to add amy sensational detells to what 1s alréeady knéwn' °
of thoms dayss it is rather an eye-witness accomnt of what actus.

happened in the hishest places durins~ the last monents of

Her mccount of the £light into Serlin to revort te Hitler and\of her !
stay in the Fuehrer's bunker is probably as accurate a one as Will be

obtained ‘of those last days, althoush the "is he dead or im'he'hot i

dend" fate of Eitler ia only snswered to the extent of dhpfri'b

nental state and the hopelessness of the lmstinimate situnt
which individual onininns must be drawn. Her nwn:oninion 1s'

tactical situation and Hitler's nwn.physical condition nade‘any ’

nf hig escane inconceivable,

: oo Rl R
'3, Her story ie remarkable only in that she nlayed a small part .
44 the events nf the War!s end and that she had personal contact with®,

the top-bracket Nazis as that end descended umon ther, It ds Also of'

tnterest as it is likely that Reitech is ome of the last, if

very last mere-n who got out of the shelter nlive, < Her informatiofi 18 KA
nrow sobe o

evaluated as reliable and 4t ie nossidle that her story nay t

1ight or perhaps serve as en aid to a fuller knowlodge of what.

during the last days of Zerlin and ~f the err.' vt

EY

thent

¥ Nk

not the' -

1 f’-":}-" TR

Nanes escape her, In meny cases the contacts herein relate were quite
1imited inss-mch as they have tn do enly with: the 'lutfwdﬂ;‘i. ¢Hey i
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tines nay be inaccurate as the ovents of those days followed each other
with such tuult thet she 1s often unable to romenber the proper pes«
quence nf eventas,

5, It will be noted that nuch of the report concerns itself with
the Nazi and German interpretaticn of "honor®, Reitsch herself, in
angwering queries, carefully weigho the "honor! aspects of every re-
rark snd then gives her answirs carefully but truthfully. The use of
the word anounts precticnlly tn a fetish conplex with the source nnd
1e almost an incongmuus ombodinent of her entire philosnphy, Her con—
stant repetition »f the word is in no manner as obvinus to her as it is
to the intcrrogator, ner is the meaning the same, nor does she TOCO -
nize the incongrvous use she makes of the word, Thercfore each time
"aonor" appears it is apnloputivally subritted in quotations.

6. She tells her story in conversatinnal form, snd althoush it
s, in part, reproduced in that manner here, nn pretense is mede that
the quotations are in all caces exact; they are sinply givon as she
renenbers then, If 1t ls kept in nind then that this materinl is a
statenont of hor swn npinions and observations, the information ray be
congidered as completely reliable,

7. D5 TUID TC ' E LIv: Hitler had sent a telegran to Munich on
the 24th of Arril to Lieutenant Genersl Rltter von Greim, instructing
hin to revort to the Reichschancellory on n klghly urpgent ratter, The
rroblen nf getting into Berlin was then slready a very precarinus one,
as the Rugsians had practically encircled the city. Grein however,
docided that by aveiling hinself of Hanna Reitsch as pilot, the ‘entrance
night be accomplished by reans of an Autogiro, which ecnruld land cn the
streots nr in the gardens of the Reichschancellory,

8, During the night of the 25th to the 26th of 4pril Roitsch and
Grein arrived at Rechlin, prepared innediately to fly into Borlin, 4as .
howevor, the anly avallabdle autnpsire had buen danaged that day, 1t was
decidod that a Feldwobel pilot, whio had taken albert Speer to the
Fuchrer twn daye before, sh~uld fly Grein in becausc of the experience
the previnug flisght had given hin. Somo sense of resprnsibility to
Grein, as his personal pilot and friend, nsade Reitsch beg to be taken
along. & Fncke-Wulf 180 wns t5 be used, which had a plg~a~Back space
for one passenger srransed behind the pilot's seat, Reltsch wns stuffed
intn the tril throush s emall enerpency opening,

9, DForty firhters were taken to fly cover, Almost imnodiately
upon take-nff they wore cneased by Russian airersft, A running, hedge~
hopping flicht ~ot them tn the Gatow airfield, the only Berlin field
8till in Gerran hands, Their own craft gt throush with nothing nnre
than a féw win, shnatc but the cost wes heevy %n the surnorting fighters,

1C. The landine nt Getow wee nede throush further hesvy attacke
®y Rusgsian fighters whe were strafing the field when they arrived,
What was loft of the Gernan planes engepod the Russians while the
Gredn eraft nade a sucecssful landin,., Innodiately atte'ipts were nade
to phone the Clancell~ry but fs all the lincus wore nut, it was decided
to fly rn svaileable Fiesler-Storch for the remairing distence and land
within walkin: distance of Hitler's shelter, With Crein nt the cron~
trnls and Reitecii as passcnger, the plone tonk off under a whirling
cover of Gurnan~Russian dog—firhts, 4t a heicht of a few rcters Grein
nanagod to ret awny fron the Field and continue st tree—tor level to-
ward the Brandenburger Tor,

11, Stroet fighting was ¢rins on below then and cruntless
Russian aircraft were in the air, after » fow ::inutes of flishs,

" heavy firc tore cut ithe bottari of tle plane and severcly injurcd

Urein's riht leg, Iy reactin~ nver hig shruldors, Ruitsch tonk
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control of the craft ahd by dodeing and squifning élosely along the
| gromnd, brousht the plane down on the East-West axis, Heavy Rugsian
_artillery nnd snell .exrr £4ro was sheeting the area with shrapncl ae
they landod. A passing vehicle wae or}mmnrloared to take then to
~ Hitler's shelter, with Orein receivin/ f rlt ald for his shnttered
Yot - foot' an tha wAY.
RITL. S 1.:..1 Ton: Orein and Reitsch arrived in
“the bunker 'betwaen 6 »nd 7 o'oclock on the evening of the 26th of April,
Tirst to meet then was Frau Ooedbels, wh~ fell upon Reditsch with tears
- and kieses, exprussing Mer mstonishment that anyonc etill possessed
_the courage and loyalty 7 cone tn the }_Fuehror, in stark contrast to 4
3 a:u those who had dveerted hin, Grein was imediately taken tn the -
b:pcmtlnn rnon where Hitleris physicisn tendm\ the injured foot,

e TR

e O
of i e

Tl - S8 Hitler carne into thoe sick roon, arcordinr' to Reitsch, with
h:ll face showing deep pratitude nver Groin'e conine, He remarked
. #omething o the cffect that even a soldior has the right to. disodbey
an order when uverything: indicates that to carry 1t out would be
futile and hnpolou. Grein then roported his presence in tho official
nanner. i

ITM._‘ S _DEN! QQQTIUN OF GCLuliG:

H:ltlurl "Do you know why I have called gFoul"

sie s L s

5

S

Groim: "No, noin Fuehrer, "

& Hitler: YBocause Hernann Goerin/: has betrayed and

. desertod both ne and his Fatherland, 2Sehind ry back he has estab-
lighed connections with the eneriy, His action wae a mark of cowardice,
4nd against 1y orders he has gone to save hineelf at Berchtesgaden,
Tron there he sent mo a disrespectful telesran, He said that I had
once- naned _hin as ny successor and that now, as I was no lonser able

: to rule fronm Borlin he was prepared to rule fron Berchtesgaden in ny

place,. He closes the wire by statinr' that if he had no answer fron
ne by nine-thirty on the dnte or the wire he would assume ny answer
to be in the affirmative,"

_15 The escene Reitsch deacri‘ben as "touchingly dranatiec", that
there wore tears in the Puehrer's eyes s He told: then of Goer:lng'
.treachery, that hie hesd sagmed, that his faco wne deathly pallid, and
4hat. the uncontrolled shakins of his hands nwla the meseaze flutter 3
w!.ldly a8 he handed it to Grein,

16, The Fuehrer's face remained deathly earnept as Orein read,
Then every ruscle in it begrn tn twitch and his drenth ceme in explo-
- sive. puffs; only with effort A4d he gein sufficient contral to actually 7

. shoutt

17, "An ultinetun!! A crass ultinatun!! Now nothing remains,
ﬂothin(’ is spared ne, X allesiances are kept, no 'honor” lived up
to, no disappointrente that I have not had, no betrayals that I have
nof, oxperienced, and now this nbove all else. Nothing renains,

Ewry m‘nng has alrealy been done nme,"

4

| 5

J.B As Reitsch explanins it, the nceno was in the typlcal "et %u "f
-Brute" panner, full of rerorse and solf-pity. It wae long beforo ho .
could ~ather sufficient enntrol ts continue, e I :

]

A

19, With eyes hard and half-closed anc in a voice unusually low
he went ont "I 4nmediately had Goering Arrestec. As A traitor.to the
Reich, took from hin all ida offices, and reroved hin fron all organi-
zationa. That 46 why I heve called you to ne, "I hereby doclare you
Goorink's successor as "berborchlahfbar der Luftwaffe. 'In the nane of
the Gernnn people 1 give you ny han i
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20, TRELTI 30y Lt R e SRRt gty (Grelim And
Reitsch were "eomiy scance wotl th. news of Grerinc's butreysl, 4s
with ono nind trey huta serzpet Elgler-s hends pnl bepeed tn o al-
lnwed t5 rermin in the bunrer, and with their nwn lives ntrne far the
great wron' that Gnerin, rad perpccreatel noningt the Fuehrer, agninst
the Gernan puaplt, enl niainst the Luftweffe itself, T» snve the
"honor" of i1hu “Myv.ze whn hed Jdiel, to rcesteblish the "honor" of the
Iuftwnffe thint Gororins had destroyod, en' tn ~suerantee the "haner" of
their land ia (4o eyes af the world, thsy besmed to remein, Hitler
agregd to all of this snd told then they niphty stay, and told then i
too that their “votsinn wou'ld lone be mnevhersed in the !dstory of the

Iuftwaffe, It had bewn previoasly ariensed with operstinons at Rechlin T

that an alreieft waz e ornwe in ihe nars day o take Uroin rnd Beltsch
out of Berliin., ¥Fow that thay hal de2ded 5o siay i1t was izpossible to
get the infarrar! n out, Ruchl’n, in the nesntine, was sending: plene
after plane, c¢ach chot down in wuTn oy the Zussiens, Finally on'the
27th a JU 52, loal:d with 85 juaris ond wricattion, mancied to land on
the Zast-West traffic exw.s, but because Rextsch anid Grein had intended
t> stay, wes sent back enpty. (The nrcar coeh orine Goerin wes re-
leasol fron the unierer-und heriquerters sonetine on the 23rd of April. )

21, IIrn o e TH Sallon oU 05Tt Later thet first eveninu
Hitler called Reitech tn hin in his rnom, - Sho renenhers that his frece
was deeply linei and that thére wns a cnetant filn of mnisture in his
eyes, In a very snrll vaice he said, "Hanne, you belons to those who
will die with ne, Xach of ue hes & vial of poison such as thias",
with which he hended her onc far herself ené nne for Greis, "I do not
wish that one of us falls to the Russians alive, nor fdo I wish our
bo.iles tn be found by then, ZEach persen is responsible for destroy—
inz hie body en that nothing recn;mizable renaine, Lve and I will
have our bodies Purned., Yru will devige your own nethod, Will you
please so infaorn von Grein?" \

22, Reitsch sark to a chair in tears, nag, she cleins, over the
certainty of her nwn en? but becruse for thc first ti~e she kmew that
the Fuohror saw the cause as lnst, Throush the gobs she sail, "Moin
Fuehror, why 4~ y~u stey? Why do ymu deprive Gerneny nf your life!

i When the news wes rolessed that you would renrin in Berlin to the last,
pr.t the people were anazed with herror, 'The Fuchrer rust live so that
Germany can live', the pecople sai’., Save yoursclf, Mcin Fushrer, that
is the will of every Germsn,"

23, "No Hanne, 4f I dde it is for the 'honor! of our country,
it is hecause ss a soldier I nust obey ny own coammand thet I would
defond Berlin to thu last. My lear isirl, I did not inten: it so, I
belicved firmly that Borlin would be srve:. at the banks nf the Cdor,
Sverythin: we hal wes maved to hnl. that nosition, You nay believe
that when ~ur best efforts failer, I wase the nmost horron-struck of
all. Then when the encirclement of the city bvosan the knowledge that
there were three nillinn of ry country-men still in Berlin nade it ne-
. cegeary that I stey to defeni them, 3y stayinz I believed that all
the troops af the lani woull tnke examplc throuwsh ry mct ani come to
the rescue of the city., I hoped that they would rige to supen-hunan
: Oﬂnr“ to save me and thereby esve ny three million country-nen, But,
v Hanna, I still hnave hope. The army of General Wenck is novinz up .
fron the South, Ee must and will Arive the Ruseilans back longz enouzh
to save our people. Then we will fell back to hold apain,"

.+ 24, It appeared alnost as if he bolieved this himself ani s the
; “ conversation clogedl he was walking about the room with ouick, stunbling
. #trides, his han’ clasped behin< hin and hie hoad bobbins wp and down

a8 he walkol, althnush his worls spoke of hnpe, Hanna clains t-hat his
' ta.oe‘uhowd thrt the War wes ovor,

..
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25, Hanna returned to Grein's bedside, handed Jin, tha.‘ 1e¢

And then ecided with hin, shruld the end rnnlly core, thet)
would quickly Arink the contonts nf the vial and then each pul
pin fren a heavy erenade snd hold it tizhtly to thair 'ch'.:l

26. Inte In the nicht of 26th to 27th of lpril the’ -
barrase brecketed the Chancellory. The splattering of heavy:
end the creehing of falline buildings directly above the f
shelter tish*ensd the nervous strain of everyone 8o thut' M‘“
deep eoddbing cae throusgh the doors, Hanna epent the nizht’
Grein, who was in pra ay pa_n, ané in pelting p.'rona.dal :ﬂlw.‘f

norning,

27, EiTl.i-S CIISTS ¥ TH. SHuI'WR, The nett ..orh
introduced tn the rvher nccupanys and learned f£nr the fire '8
identity of all those who werc fecing the end with the Mln'ﬂ'
sent in the elalbormte-shelier on the 27th of 4pril were Goebbe:
his wife with their six chiidrsng Stnate secretary !emﬂ'ﬂfﬁf
rizht hand, Relchsieiter Mertin Bornaan; Hevel frap RitYontrop
office; Adniral Vosz as representative from Doehitss Mf‘_
the infantry and hie adjutant Bourgdors; Hitlor's' per
Hangel Bauer; annther pilot Baetz; Eva Brauni SS Oberprt
Fegolein as liaienn buiwwen Hinmler and Hitier nnﬂ _Husb
Braun's sister; Hitler's personal Fhyeleisn, Dr, Stunpfecke:
von Below, Hitler's Iufiwaffe Adjutant; Lr, Iorens : 'iﬂh
epresso chief Dr, Dietrich for the German pressj twf orf n
secretaries, a Frau Caristian, wifu of General der. Tﬁcﬁﬁ..
and a Freulein Kreuser; and varinue SS orderlies n.m' nessong
Reitsoh clainms that these cn-mposed the entire assenblys

28. A repular visitor durins the ln.at deye was hieh
fuebrer Axnan who was ca-anding a Hitlerjurend division ‘eons
the defenee of the city. From Axnan cane current Mﬁ'ﬁlﬁ 03
the ground situntisn nrelnst the Rugslans which wes well
the increasinsly desunndent nanner of each visit,

29, AT JLBH.YALY Date in tho afternnon ﬁ?’ﬂ‘- :
gruppenfuchrer Fesolein Qdeappoered, Shertly thereafter 4t
ported that he had been captured on the nutekirts of ln‘rlih' -
in civilian clnthes, clainin~ to be a refuzee, The nm b?f!!f_
was ineldately brousht to Hitler who inetantly srdersd hin sho
rest nf the evenin~ Ferelein's Letraysl weished lm\ﬁly an- N
Pni in conversation he incicated a half-way doubt as to Hinr !
position, fearin - that Fezelein's desertion nisht have 'been kno
even crndaned by the S8 lepder,

30,  0LSLVATI0HS O SHULfug 002UP. 0028 Bedtach had"ﬁt
tact with nnet of the puople in the shelter, “ein: nostly occ
nursin’ von Grein, but she Qid have the opportunity tn sperk
of ther and obgerve their roactisns under the tryins conditions of:
last (nys in the “unkcr, It s bellevod timt she atterpts to ;-oia
her ohgervations truthfully ant thet her reactions are honestly ©a
ceived, It rmst e reme-"ered thet prior to her arrival in the
Roitsch had Tut eanll contact with nngt of these inlviduals dﬁﬂ.
her previnue opininns recardin: then were at a rather low level, 0F.
tho poople she was adle to obsorve closely the Goelbels ur.ilypa‘b? !
bahly stnnds osut, ug

a1, OO0 G0.iadS;  She descrides Goebhels as deins inme!;\
incensed over Goerin:'e treschcry. He strado about his saall,
ious quarters like sn aninal, rutterin: vile accusatl nns oﬂncarnim

5
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i the Inftwaffo lender end wha‘ he hnd “one, The precerinus nilitary
:.tutinn nf the morment wes Joerinsie tault, Their presens plizht
alm.l Goerinsie fault, thoul” thc wer he 1ne\., as it certnimy new
) m"ad. it would te, that ton wild be Goerin~’s faulg,
33. 'Thnt svine", Goedbels sald, "who hae always set hinself up
; -‘I.l %ha Fuohror'a greatest stpoort now docs not ha7e the crurace to
ﬁﬂnd.beaﬁc hin, As if tbhai were nnt ennush, he waals tn renisce the
5 .'_l‘uuhrer a8 head of thy State, He, en i:*.t.ossant. incn:r_':_ctcnt, win has
ﬁ;‘vd.stmd his Mihoiland with hig nialieaciing and stupidity, now wants
; -21:;_%0 )na.d. the cnzise rakion, By ihis «lone he proves that he was navur
; h'n.ly ono of us, that £t heart ho was always weak and » traiter,"

Lol A 33, All this. as Hanna eaw it, was in the best thestrical neaner,
'U!.th ruch hend weving and £ine gestures, made even mare frotesque by
J& fﬂ' up-and-dewn hoWbling as be sirode adout the roon, When he

t ralling abmt Cocsing ho spoke to the world adout the exarplo
',.:- in the Liudre: were soitlas.for histouy. 4s nn A platforn and
: _11:41 a Ghdi..h‘b.-\.ct like A rostrun ke gaid:

"We are toachlns; the world how nen /de for their 'honor!,
; ‘gkall e an ¢ternal example to all Germans, to all friends
el alike, One u\y the w:ml-. worlil w. 1 acknowledze thet we

_;Et_‘- i : It appoars that Goebbels exercised his zreatest ability to
mw:-y last., The mong of Goeblbels and feiisch adjrined each nther
ind doorn were Jsually npen, Throuch thes the Goedlels oratory would
_‘M_,, Bounc. out at any hour of . the r'ny or nicht, 4n’ always the talk was of

)mnor‘ ‘of "how tp dle", nof “standing truc to the Fuehrer to the
% illt‘,rof Ysetting an cxamle that would lang blaze as a holy thing
e tr@n ¥ho pages of history, i

-lh
&5 36. One nf the last things Reitsch rerorbere hearins fron the
llpl of the propasania naster was: "Wo shall 70 Cown for the ¢lory
i of the iolch sc that the nane of Gernany will live forever," iven
oahiy hltoch was noved tn concludo that the Goebbels ‘isnlay, in spite of
* the tenscness of the situatinn, was a 4t overirawn and out nn¢ sut
thentrianl She clains that in her opinion Goehbels, then as he al-
-.wl , perforned ns if he werc eperkin,: to a lezion of historians
!hﬂ wore avidly awaltin.' and recor”ins evcry word, She adds that her
' own dudious oninicns recardins Guehbels' nannerisns, his superficial-
+ity, an? studied oratory, were well suhstantiated by these nuthursts,
' She clains ton, that aftor listonin;s tn thesc tirndes she snd von
Orein often ackod oach nther, with » end, hend-shakin~ attiturde, "Are
these the penplc who ruled our country?"

37, -¥al i oSy Frau Goedhels she descriles as n very brave
1 wonan, whope control, which was at ringt tirwes strons, ¢i¢ bresk down
& now ant then to piviful spasns of woeninz. Hor =ain concern was her
, ohildren nnd in their prescrnce her ranrer was always ‘eli-htful and
4, cheory. !Much of hor day was cccunicd in keepine: the chiliren's

;3 ®olothes clean and tidy, and re they had anly the clothes they wore
5. this kept Frau Goebtels oceupiod, (ften she wiuld quickly retire to

e her ronn tn hide the tcars. It mppesss fron Hanna's Acvscription that
5  TFrau Gnedhels protably Tueresented tho epitore nf Mazi in'octrination,
e 33, If the Thirl Rorch could not live she preferred to dle with
L, 1%, nor woull she allow her sadddren 9 ~utdive i+, In recognition
; of thc oxample she entediel ol iiue Gurmer wolen -ond, Hitler, in the
rt presence of all the nccunents 3f the taker, soesented hor with nig
peroonnl-clden party insisnia, "“a stmanch piller of the 'honer! upon
-

6
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which National Socialis: was built and the Gernan Fatherland founded",
was his approxinate renark as he pinned 1t t» her dress,

39, Frau Goebbels nften thanked God that she was alive su that
she could k11l her chiliren to save thon from whatever "evil® would
follow the collapse, To Roitsch she said, "My dear Hnnna, when the
end comes you rmst help me if I hecome weak abrut the children, You
rmest help me to help then out »f this life, They belong to the Third
Reich and to the Fushrer and if thoee two thinse cease tn exist there Y
cen he nn furthor place for them. But you rrast help ne, My greatest
fear is that at the lsst "onent I wlll he too waank,"

40, It 1e Hanna's beliet that in the last 'nrment she was not b
weak, - !

41, Onnclvslons that can Ye sofely Avawn fron Henna's renmarks
is that Frau Gocnbels wes sirply one of the —net convinced subjects
of her own hushand’s rantines, the nst pronmounced exarple of the Nazi
influence nver the women af Gurnany,

42, THu 6L <uild CrITULSU: The Goehlels chiliren numbered six,
Thoir nares and approxinate a-es wore: Hola, 12; Hilda, 11; Helnus,
9; Holde, 7; Hodda, 5; Hoide, 3, They wese the rnc bright spot of
reliof in the stark, death shadowed life uf the bunker, Reitsch
taught then songe which they sans for the Puchrer and for tho injured
von Grein, Their talk was full nf being in “the cave" with their
"Uncle Fuehrer", and in spite of the frct that there were bonbs nute
eide, nothing cnuld really harn thert as lons as thuy were withehin,
And anyway "Uncle Fushror" had said that soon the soldiers would conc
and drive the Russimans away and than tnmorrow they could all go hnck
to play in their #arden, Iveryone in the bLunker entored into the
gene nf raking the tine'.as pleasant ms possihle for them, Frau
Goebhels rereatedly thanked Reitsch for nmakine their last days enjoy-
able, as Roitsch often i‘atherdd the:: adbout hor and told then long
stories of her flyins and of the plemoes she had heen and the countries

she had seon,

43, ~Vu ITag'WNt It gecned tn Reitsch that Hitler's "girl friend"
renained studiocusly truc tn hor positi n as the "ahe»——picce" in the
Fuchrer'!s circle, Inst of her tinme was occupied in finger nail polish~
ing, chnniing of clnthes for ench hour of the dey, and =all the nther
little ferinine teske of ~roonins, co~"ing, nnd polishins, She seened
to take the nrospects nf ayan.: with the Fuehrer as quite ratter of
fact, with an nttitude that seemed to sayi "——-had not the relation—
ship “een of 12 lon- years Auration and had she not serinusly throat-
ened euicide when Hitler once wanted tn ho rid of her, This would be
a ruch easler way to die and ruch ‘inre proper~—", Her constent re—
nark was, "Poor, poor Adolf, deserted hv everynne, letrayed by all,
Butter that ten thousand nthers die than that he “e lost tn Germany,"

44, In Hitler's nresence she was always cheriing, and thoushtful
of his every cn~fort, Dut only whilc ghe was with him was she com-
pletcly in cherrcter, for the ~onent he wae out of ear--shnt she would
rave atyut all the ungrateful ewinc whn had Aesertel their Fuehrer and
that each of ther: should he destroyed. 4ll her renarks had an adnles—
cont tinge and 1t eppeared that the only "zood" Gerrans at the nonent
were those whn were causht in the bunker and thet nll the others were
traltors because they were not there tn ¢ with hin, The reasnng for
her willin,mess tn (dile with the rest were ginilar to thnge nf Frau
Gocbuels, ©She was sirply eonvinced that whatever followed the Third
Reich woull nnt dbe £1t tn live in for s true Gernan, Often she ex~
preesed sarrow far thaec pcople who were una le to destray thenselves
as they would forever he forced to live without "honor" and reduced
instead to livin.: as runen *e¢in,ss with~ut sonuls,

-
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. 2{ if‘%&S Baitaoh euphasisoa that Braun was very apparently of
--,-.-; 2 f rathor shellow nentality. bot sbe nleo egrees thel ahio wan a vory
| beautifai'woran, Byyond f\:.“f:." lingz her purposs, Ha’teck consicdera
i 3 7 hizhly unlikely sant Erain had any control or influcnce aver Hisler,
runor of tht last-ninute marr:ase coremony Beitsch considers as
highly unlikely, not only because she believis that Hitler had no
such intcntion bui alsn because the circunstances in the dunker on
. lagt dnys wouid have nede such'a cerendny ludicrous, Oertainly,
)  the tuim: Byitsch left the bunker. hardly n dny before Hitler's
{7, daath was anasunced, thove had nni heen the alighteet nmeniion of such
..\ acererony, :Th¢ ruin thet therc had bwea children out of the union,
: _quickly @+snigses as fantastic,

_ 46, ALATIN LONWITT  Borpann lioved gbout very little, kept in~

stead very close to his wriding dosk, to was "rocording the monentous

N evenis in the bunrus for posterley,” Fvery wend, every mction went

' down on hig pape:. fien he woold visii Lis persin nr that to scowle
ingly denand what the cxact renark had “eeu thni ppesed between the
Fuehrer and th: poesson he had jJuet had an ecdience with, Thinzs that
presod hetween otier occupanis of the bunker wore alsn caerefully re~
corded, Thie docunent was to be spirited sut nf the bunker at the
vory last rionent so that, according 4n the rindost Bornenn, 1t could
"take it's place arons the zroatest chrptere of Cernen history."

47, LI0TW 1T Throushout Eaara' s stay in tho bunker
Hitler's mannor md physical condition sauk to lower an' lower depths,
At first he scemed to be vplaying the proper part of leadins the defense
of Gernany and Berlin, 4n? at first this wae in ecne nanner possible
a8 conmunicetions wore etill quite reliable. Messnies were tele—
phoned to a flak tower an. fran theve were radired out by neens of a
vorteble, talloon-suspended asrial, But each day this was :re and
nore difficult until late nn the afternnon of the 28th an all day on
the 29th corrunicntinng were nlnnst irmnesihle, 0On nTnut the 2Cth of
4pril, At what was proba%ly the last Hitler war-council in the Reichs—
chancellosy, the Fuehrer is said tnr heve “een so overcnne Yy the per-
slotently hopeless news that he crnnletcly “rnke Anwn in the vrescnce
of all the zatherin.:. The talk in the bunker, where lenna hesr. of
the collanse, wnu t.hnt with this disnlay even %he ‘net optinistiz of
Hitler's cohorts tenfedl tnwarc the canvictisn that the War was irre—
triovably lost. Accordins tn Reitsch, Hi¢ler necer phyesically nrr
nentally recnvered from this e nfervnce roon collepse,

48, Cccnslﬂnally he still seenc? tn hnld to the hope of General
Wonck's euccees in 'renkins throush from the South. He talke. of
1ittle clsv, and all ‘ay on the 2Bih anl 29th he wes "ent.nlly nlon—
ning; the tactics that Wonck nmisht use in freein.: Serlin, He wouldl
stride about thu shelter, wavin. A roed =ep that wrs fnst disinte.rat-
ing fron the swort nf his hande And plannin Wenck's canperin with
anyone who happened to Lo ligtenin,:. When he “ecsne ovurly excited
ho wruld snatch the nap fron where it lny, pace with o quick, nervous
stride about the room, an? loully "direct" the citie’'s l.‘ft"'.Sl. with
arnies that no loni-er existed (ns even Wenck, unknown to the Fuekrern
had already been routed an' destrayed),

49, Reitsch duscribes it as A nathetic thin:, the -icture of A
nan's cerplete Jisintouratisn., & eomic—trajpedy of frustrati-n, futi--
lity, nnd ue.les=ncss. The Hicture of a ~an runnin. rlwost blindly
fro:: well to wall in hls last rotreat wavin.: pepers thet flutturod
lilko leeves in ils nervrus, twitchin. Epnde;, nr sittings stanned and
erunpled “efare his ta'le avin - ™ittans t~ renresent hig nan—-exiasent
artice, beck ani forth on a swent stalac. nen, like » youn,: hoy nlay-
ins At war,
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50, 2 MOYCIFILITE MEAT L I ST LSy (The 2ossibility
that Hitler night have mitten ouy nf wihe bunker alive, Rodtsch dlg-
Missos ns commletely asu:d, She cleina {hsi she s coavinecd that
the Hitler she 1.ft in thi. shelier was physically unadle tn have
2ntten away, “Esd a path huen cleared for hin fron the “vaker to
freodnn ho wiuld nit heve had the sirensth tn use 1t', she says, She
believes too, thet at the very und he had nn intentinn to live, that
only the ¥unak hope stnyed hig hand fron puttin~ the nase suiside plan
into operctinn, News shet Wenck could no¢ et throwsh, she feeds.
would inneliacely have sou off the well rehonrsed plens of deslruction,

51, When confroaied wigh the runor that Hitler nicht still be
alive in Tyrol and that her owa flisht to thet area, .fter she left
the Munker, ::iih+ Le rore than colncideatal ghe ecypears deeply upset
that such npiriore are even entertrined, She asys only, "Hitler is
deadl The nan I suw in the sholter coull no” heve lived, He hat no
reagon Lo live nuc che trogedy wns tha% Lo gicw it well, knew 1t pur—
hapa better thaa sayone clse oid, T

conversation that she heli. the Tuchrer in hish esteen, It ig nrobably
also true when she says that her “;:00l" oninion suffored considerably
durin: tho closins stases of the War, She 1s emphatic when ghe des—
cribes the apparent nisnanazenent she nhserved en' learned of in tho
bunker, For instence Berlin had been dewloted of arms tn hold the
Cder, Whon that line fell it apnearesd thet na coheront ccefenge plan
of Berlin had heun prepnrid, certninly adcquate arrnnsenents had not
been nmado to direct the defense from the ‘unker, There was nn other
comunication equipnient avallabhle than the telenhone that led only to
the £flak tower, It appears that nnly in the last ~orient had he decided
to direct the battle fron the shelter and then did nnt have the first
tools with which to onerate, No =maps, HNHo battle plans, Nn radio,
Cnly a hastily prenared nessensur service and the nne telephone wore
available, The fect that unknown tn Hitler, the Wenck nrmy hed been
destroyed alingt dnys hefore was only nne exmr~mle of the¢ inndequacies,
AL\ of which resultcd in the Fuchrer of Gernany sittin~ helplessly in
hig cellar imntently nlayin- at his table-ton wnr,

52, Ha®a'S 0P)7I0d OF THL FULEReR: It is apparent fron Reitsch's

53, HReitsch claims thnt Hitler the idealist died, ~n! his
country with hin, hecause of the incopetunce nf Hitler the snldier
en? Hitler the statesnn. BShe concludes, still with n feint touch of
Allesiance, that no nne who knew hin wouls deny his iderlisticelly
notivated intentions nor could they deny thnt he wee sirply infinitely
incompetent tn rule his country, that one of hisg .reat frulte was
proper charncter analysls in the people ab-ut hi= which led tn the
selection of persons equally inco-petent to £11l imortant positions,
(Most important exn mle: Goerings).

54, She repente 1y remarks that never agnin must such n person
be allowed t0 <ain control of Geraany or of any country., Dut
strancely ennugsh she does not anperr to hold hin nersqnally resprnsible
for nany of the wrone's and evils thnt she recocnizoe en-pletely and
is quick to noint out, She says rnther, "A sreat part of the frult
lies with those who led hin, lured hin, erininnlly -isdircctel hin,
and informed hin faleely, 3But that he hirmsclf selected thu men who
led hin enn never e forciven,"

55, A CkIIINAL oGAIUST Tilw 'ORLD:; "liitler ended his life as a
erininal against the world", but she is quick tn nill, "he A1/ not
beazin it that way. At first his thoushts were only nf how to rake
Gernany hoalthy a -nin, how to cive his neople n life frec fro= ecane
onic insufficiencies pnd sociasl nalaijustrents, To d~ this he zandled
mich, with a steke that nn ~pn has the rizht to jJuopnrdize~—the lives
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of his peorle, This was thz first srer$ vrone, his first .svent £all

ure, . Jut cnse the firal Pow s4cko Ynd heon Pucresstul, nu £5il duvo
tho faulis o every cenhler; Le oiskedl onpe ant Mo, »nl o0 . L.l
that Ro worv, a0 wme m0re Cadl-y led £y tho eyt welle ¥ Ll i oo
Battscn 1t 211 Yuear wetn Soe cuewmbinn of fpe Sohe. THIs was U
Tiret Aand nead AulToowr v ganhla of sl aud, Jron thy woxll YA nos
anawer Ris vohr DIGIE wiin war wvery euce2ddiny rick Lesane pracroee—

81VOly CAs 6.

86. ¥aoh auceusa made the enthusiecn of the penple & rester rnd
thia @ave oy the peesseay sonret 46 tale thu nurt stlup, The eni-
rocult. Eostach '.!s..'n-'. wis Zbac Bitlor Lineelf underwoat a chnracter
CRATRO THAN Vionslnemed Sim Joam a8 CATLY TwLivatod bene:s
factar wo A (peaning, aonenls viewvin of Ris own deliusinnsg
of prandsus, ever aeans’. ebe cear vace, "in the slietory of the
world 1rusy suck pawer M0 liowed to Thel widh oue rea,®

L GOWEICTY:  “a the niosbt of the Z7ih to 28th che
voEat of the Mhanue ) B engdned 4k Bihest pitch 4t
. _had yet a*: bRined,  Tbu Ruowency, ) toew It bhe sl or below, was
oo cmetommding,  fv esaned As 1F cach shell Cenied ia et Ty i;he gane
,gé.r:_‘ ‘place as the oae beloro, ALl dvat-centes

ea thc vansocclinry wuildinge,
‘" dg this Indicnced that Lie duesian  ownd saupt cnull over-cua the

Sy Area at any nonunt, andther auletde eavisd’n wer caited 9y the Jacarer,
“'::'_,nl plﬂnﬂ a8 ta the dszirucetion of the Tiliee of wveryecw n Yha sbekter
_Were wome over ata-r, 'The decieian’ wid tha' a3 gnonm 4s thoe dussiias
rqached the Uhanceilovy mowsls ‘ths Maes suiLife wau.d ™. iu,  Iwst
instructiome were ~iven ps toa the uge of {te ‘:‘su‘iJ N Yiate,  sd<titseh
8till has hevs in her -ossession, It was exanincd %y the
. tor

innarinsa~
fourd to he a iilttlo Trass censule with cemovable Tom. enn-—
(A frazile ,-lase Yotsle filled with about half & teaspoonful
‘1iquid, The hotile was to v “roken letween the teeth and
pld quickly nsallnwed}.

The' groun m nu hypnatized with the guicidc reheareal and

. digcugsion’was enverod intn to detormine in which renner

% \horough des tion of the hunsn hody eruld be performed,
orynne nade ll.iﬁle speochce swearinz allesisnce srain And azain
Frobcor and $0 Germany, - Yet, throushiit all, still raa the
that Wenck mipht get in and huld lsn@ en~ush to effect an

. But even on the 27th,Keitsch claims, thc others paid lip~
% the . 'Hans%qhnpc "lnly to follow the leail of the Fuehrer,
veryone had &iven up all thou hts of Leln,” seved, and seid so
th3r whenever Hitler wee not present, Closing the discre-
-T'deatruntiun of the bodiee there was telk that 8S nen
'uimad. to see that no trace rennined, Throuwshout the day
_the intensity of the Ruscian fire.centinved while the

: mt‘p \dth tho 'hallm\ i.n tho B.he.ltaa b010w.

3 E'heubn the 39bh fe‘!l tha greatost
which 4 Wdivarcd t.h.nt ‘the alavnch and
z on the . trastos. Atet: Tt waa like
Beituch claina that.nen and

) fear nm‘ daa-.:erntinn. all
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60, After the len.~tny ovi ™wr3i Fitler sank inte a etano= rnd

for g tino the exniiza kol e 81 ua

61. Lazir rezg-the anti.elitdaillc nuwe ihan e MUgEIANC Wouud
nake a full Fare: B sn rver-ren the Chencellory an the rnorning of
the TOth, IHwen then sieil=acn five was becinninge o sprink’s *he
Arca abave *he sheller, Oround remoris indicaced that the Pug:diacse
were nesrir. he Pousdscier Plotz and were lnnsiage ihousenis nf -un as
they fanm-.. 11y prepaied the nmnuitions 107 walch thu avtack of the
next mormir.. "ns w0 e aavnched,

62. .leiiscl chpinis that everysne acrin looked tn thel: polenn,

62, DRDSRS TC ISAVS Tl SHALIUR: At ore.thizty 'n the norning
nf the 30tk of 4-rl) Elilcr, with cnnig--whice frco, cans t9 Cruin'e
roon and slwned &rmen thy efge of the Yel  “Jur only hope 4 Wenok",
he said, "and to ~ie his enury possible wi iis% epll up every avail.
abl. aircrpft %a cover hls anproach,™ E._{lsz then cluimed that he had
Just been inforned thet Wenck s cuns were already shelling the Ruasians
in Potsdemer Flatz,

64, "Zvory availahle plane", Hitler sail, "rust »e called up
hy daylichi, therefore 4% is y order to you to roturn to Rochlin and
muster your nlancs fron there, It is the tesk of your aireraft to
destroy the pnsitinng fro- which the Russ’ane will launch their
attack on the Chanccllary. With Luf twafS. help Wunck nay set throu:h,
That 1g the first russnn why you mast leave the sheltor, The second
is thet Hi-nler -met “e stiovped”, mnd f1iedintely he nentioned the
85 Fuehrer his vnice “ecene inre unstenly an’ bnth his lips and hands
tren-led, The order tn Grein was that if Hinnler hed actually nade
the renrtei contact, sanc coul!l he found', he should imnmedintely Se
arrester, .

65, "A trritor -ust never succoed ne as Fuehrer! You st pet
st to insure thet he will not,"

6G, Grein and Reitach proteste.. vehenently that the attempt
would be futile, thet it would “e impossiblc tn reach Hechlin, that
they preferrer to die in the phelter, that the nigeinn could not suc-
coerd, that it was insene,

67, "“As snlilers of the Reich", Eitler amnswered, "it is our
holy duty to exheugt every pnesibility. This is the nnly chance of
success that rerning, It is ynur duty end nine to take it '

68, Hnnna was not convinced, "No, no", she scremnec, "what can
be acenrplished now, even if we should pet throuch, Everythiny; is
lost, to try t~ chanre 1t now ig insane," But Grein thowsht dif-
ferently., "Hanna", he said, "we are the only hope far those whn re—
rain here, If the chrnce is just the snallest, we owe it tn then to
take 1t, Not to &n wuld rob the~ of the »nly lirht that rcmaine,
Uay Wenck is thero, Maybe we can help, but whether we can or cannnt,
wo will 7o, " 2

69, Henna, still convinced ns tr the absurdity of attempting
an escrpe went nlonc to the Fuehrer while Grei: was nekines his nro-
paretions, Thr-u<h her enlbin: she esced, "Mein Fuehrer why, why
don't you let us stay?" He looked at her for a wnent end said nnlyt
fGad protect you,”

70, il LiaVii TAKIYG: Preparations were quickly nade and
Reltsch is sranhic in her ‘escrintinn nf the lesve takine, 3Below,
lato Goerinr's Lirisnn nfficer with the Fuchrer ani now a staunch
Groirm—nan snil, "You nust et out, It depenls upon you to tell the

-11~-
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truth tn ~ur permle, Lo gave the '}"n'}r‘ nf tha Luftwaffe, tn s~ve
the ~conin.' o Gorneay fou the worll Tvery-ne feve the deprrring
i gene tnken, sn-eihiyng oa o urke rct intn che Warlsd, aver; ne
wrate ouick, lesd ~<nute lvtiers for taen ta $ake rlane, n'c._ $3h
8nys thrt she en’ Gouln Sosirny o nll rut Lws lottece which wee froa
Goetlels rus nis wife tn their ol.@ab son, Ty Foeu vne™uws f iost
AArrinsge, wi.h was then in nan #llied prissner f wer crmvi,  Touse
Reitsch stiil hnn., Frau Goetlels plsy gave her ~ -davns rine frog
her finer tn werr in her nenry,

71. Thi-ty -ainutes =fler Hitler hrl given the rrier they left
the sheltes,

72, TR JUTCET OUT OF ZLALIMY Ousside the whole city wes aflene
end henvy snr.. .-~y fire was sloendy plieinly puddlle a short 2lstonce
away, 88 troyps, comadvted Un suapdine Riller Yo the cnd, werc
moving: '*ut Thise mea broucht up A ena mynorel vehicle which was
to teke Hextsch an’ Orein Un where an ara.n 96 was hidden near Branlen—
turger an. Ihe sky wns fille” with the thaader of shells, eone »f
which lended 5" c.nge thet thedr vehiclic wns Imncke” ~ut several hun—
dred yards shart of the revetment wherce the dreln was stationerd,
(Reoitech cleing thnt she is cerunin tanrt this wns the last craft eveil-
avle, The *"»ssi"‘i 1ty -f ern-ther vianc nevias potien in and wossihly
wut mnin with Hitller ns messuncor, sne Alsnisses as hichly unlikely
as Oreoin would covtninly have “uwn anforie?, She Jmows that such a
negsare wrs nuver Aclivered, She linows ton, that Grein ha? ordered
other plenes in ™ut thrt erc: crnft wes shnt (fwm in the attermt an!
as Rusgian tro-ms nleeady solidly rinred the city, she is certain
that Xitler never left Jerlin.)

7?3. The hroe’ street lesdins fro~ Srandenhurser Tor wes tn e
uged for tnke-nff, 4Ab-ut 40C metors ~f uncretere navement wre Avell-
Ahle As run—way., The take~rTf wrs =rAc un ¢r nailine HBussian fire
and p8 the nlesne mMse tn ranf--tnn level it wrs nicke? un ty countless
searchlirnts an” at cnce "recketed in a “mrrare of shellins, Zxplo-
slone toesed the creft like n feather, "ut nly A few snlinters hit
the xlane, ueitsoci: cireled tr ~'-ut 20,CCC feet £ro~ where 3erlin
wrs » gaa of fleues henenth her, Froa tlint sltitu’c the Hamitude of
the destructir of Serlin she Aesceri™ec ae steark snd featestic,
Healin- nirth, 5C =irutes sew the~ in iecklin, shere the lendins~ was
ar~in nde throu L A screen ~f nussian fi nter creft,

Pi. LS LaST GUALL! SF TATS: Grein at snce issuel the ~ricrs
callin- all avrilshle ceraft t~ the rii f Berlin, Lavin: perfurned
the first ~f Hitler's c~wmsnds he i-medisately -uciﬁ.e.l to f1y to Floen,
near Kiel, tn ieter-ine what infr-r—rti'n Doenitz =ikt have re.rri-
in.: Himler, 4 Iucker 181 wes usged and Ty the ti ‘e. they ent into t&'a
pir Gorran aircseft were rlreniy errivin: in com lionce with Crein's
nrder, Th: entice Lesvens were s on a ae(thin..' ~ngs nf German anti
Russian plancs, 3Aeltscr kept acr ~wn rlane et 1 Aand 2 Avters olti-
tude And oven with such »r-isetion eonrinst visirility she was twice
unsucecssfully attacked, Lan ins st Lutogk still n cessitaled en
autaoralile 4oin to Pluen, durins which tine shey were agein under
eonstAnt dussimn nttack., On eroivel they Tound that Dacritz knew no-
thin of Ei~vier's reccinns, 1he next “-Ve Wrs to stu Feitcl in the
evernt trat a choncu in eir tnctics shuld l¢ o »lmyed in helning
Wenck in his entry in%s Serlin,

o8, AEACIINE R Z: Kaitel wes foun 4
$HO v: nlg - orpin I R e L Sh e Bk raws Shad
Weaeck s ;"'*y hnil 1sn- Teen Augiziyed o Aured, «ant thot he (Keitel)
had sent werl o~ Hitler n 4 "LE“L‘. {30th of Apl‘il}




o T T YT T,

sane mninr. He!tech and Orein ler-*md ﬂ:.nt
Hitler's den'h hnd boen nade rnd that.heshnd ta
On the-2nd or May the new mummnt wae.,cnl}o

Beitsch, to rcoeive orders. fron: Doenitz . _"ﬁn mdbﬁ:ﬂ
‘potivities, hud %he edditiomal purposy ot nectine Hmﬁf&‘{
mg hin with the botrnynl ator;r. s ek SE ot i

80 that afl Yhe ntnera were . the con.t"are.n..e'z'dn
alone when he waskad in,.

A7 o il
"Ore nomont Hewrr I "hs*chafuehrer. A n.nttor o? thg
irportance, if you can spnre. the tino?" Retuch lulmd;

Hinrler geened alnost Jovinl AQ he !ait-';. "S .'

"ls 1% truo, Horp Re:chmehrar, that fuu. con
4Allies with pronnsals nf fpence without nrders.to co so ‘t;‘mj

"But, of pmrn_e.“
"You betra‘yed vour Fuehrer snd your penple in the ve

darkest hrur? Such a thing is high treasnn, Herr Reichefuehre¥y Y
did thet when yourplasce wes actuerlly in the b'unker with Hitler?" '

"Hizh treaeon? No! You'll seo, history will weirh gy
differently, Hitler wanted %o continue the fight, He was mad wi_
his pride and his '"honorf, He wanteA t» shed nore German blood
there was none left to now Hitler was inenmne, 14 should h.-wx
stonped lonz ago,". st

"Ingane?! I came from hin less than 36 hours ago. Ed
for the cruse he belloved in, He died hravely and filled with 'khm
"honor! you spesk of, while you and Goarlnp and the rest rmset nov
live as branced tra.‘.tcra and. ¢cowardg, " g _‘,_

" add ns I did %o save Gernan Llood, to rescue what m
left of our enuntry,"

"You sperk of German blood, Herr Reichsfushrer? ' Yuu !peak
of it now! You should have thought of it yeers ago, before :rou 'bo- 2,
cane identified with the useless shedding of so imch of 1t." ,3- PaRT

R [y
A sudden sirafingz attack terninated the canmrnauog.l

79, TE LAST ORTEKS—T0 EOLD THL iUSSLAIS: Orein incicated
that li.t.tle hod been decided at the first Doenitz wer council, How-

ever cveryone was in accor” that st hest, resistance would only te

pogeidle for a few deys longer, In the r-eant.ine cormanders against

the Russians were to hold to the last to ensble As many civiliane as
noseidble to flee fronm the mdvence, Reitsch claine that Grein, .whose
leg wee beconing increasingly worse, insisted upon flyinz innediately _
to Feldnerschall Joermer, in corand of troops in Silesia and Czéch- : S
oslovnkin, to instruet him that he should resist even after the et
capitulati-n nrder was reluersed tn, ive the civilians time to flee ¢ A%

tn the Americen z0ne, 1
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80, On the fli~ht tn Joerner, Grein'a faot became sn bad that
he had “orentary lrnecs of unconeciousnuss, Upan arrivnl Joerner ine
dicnted Shat he hnd alremdy decided to hald ms long ns nossible and
had issucd orders tn thnt offcct oven bufsre Grein's arrival,

€l, I% waus then decided tn fly on the Kesselring with the sanie
instructins, vt Grein’s les was Ty nov so critical that further
navenent wai i1 dsel™le.  froq the 3rd of day tn the 7th it was necos—
sary to re: g at Jocirer's hertnuaricrs in Keenipratz where Reitsch
wursod Greir w.tii he cnul' ave alout again.

82, On the ni ht f the 7th of Mar thery took off in a Dornier
217 to fly to Grr. where Kegselvin: wrs ru- orted to te. Directly over
the field Ger'irn 1 1ok severclr dminesi thelr craft which crash lsnded
at the edie ol e Jicld, hetiisch and Grein were nf the understand~
ing that the copifrlani n wenld corme on the ni it of the 9th of Moy
and wken 1t wae lcarne . that lesselrin, had lert Grea for Zell am See
thoy flew on 1iu eu effax{ ve irsvruct hirm to con'ine srme of his
troops with thoee ho:din,; the husuians,

83, JIME_¥ND Al ZUUL an SZs+  They arrived at Zell an Sce flying
a Flesler-Storch, an' ronnrted t. Goneral Koller, Chief of the Ga¥
General Stoff, who was to tell tliem of Kesgelrin~'s whererinuts, Here
they learncd. that the cspitilati n was tn ‘e cn the 8th instuad of
the 9th, They still wanted tn lncate ¥Yessolring but Koller either
chosv not to ¢ell them where Koeselrins wne, Lecausc it was already
too lete o' else he 4! not knnw thet Kesselrin:s was in the villaze
of Alndnrf, a few nilee north of Zell an See, At thie news Reltsch
and Grein docided that eny further efforts on their part werc guite
ugeless, Just hofrrc the eanitulation thoy left Zell an See for
K{tzbuhl tr plaee themerlves unler the care nf a well known Doctor who
had just opened his hogpitel trere,

83, deltsch clalne theat had it nnt been for the severe agony of
Groin's foot she would not have “een Ahlu tn crmvince hin to save his
1inb, To the last he wanted to encourage rosistance a.ainst the
Buggians, :

85, WY Tif. TDUUETY WS (OT UTILiZeD: Inresnonse to the
question as t- w‘;‘y the ausztria~Southern GCorsemny last stand of resist-
ance was never nut into oo retiorn, seltsch has little to add to what
io alrondy known, She wtatos thet as lete as the 15tk of Anril it
still scenod that there wes every intention °f roving the zovermment
and nilitary he-daarators to Berchtessaden, 4ll of the burcrus end
headruartors in Zorlin at that tine were on aconstant 2 hour alert,
From whet she herrd from Oberst Below and others it rppesred that the
conference nenticned in pora,rech 46 was t> decide on the full partie
culars covering the nove, She claims that the renorts Hitler recoived
at that time were so ghockin: that he was convinced that proparations
%o nake "Redoubt" resistance a success would never be ¢ompluted in
tine, It wns believed thrt the realization that "Helouht", of which
80 jmch was expected, would have to be cressed off as useless was
the najor cause of Hitler's breakdown, It wes slso ssll that
Goerin;s nnd Hitler had hed A streined ennversation regard.nz thie,
with Goerinz insistinz on an early evacuation to the "Redoubt" area
and Hitler declining in the hope that the Oder would hol., Gouring
weg tn heve claired thnt "Redoubt" was rerdy for nccupancy .while
Hitler preferref tn walt until he could heve it's rendincss confirned
at the ¢ bove nentinned conference, It was thc talk letor at the
Doenits war council snd alsewhere that Goering's departure was
govorned enlely by hig reslization that the Cder would he crossed and
by his unfulfilled hope that the partially cormleted "Rodoubs® area
would hold, R ey
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reasone that 1t.vas 3
Second.--ﬂ.ltfo‘r'l ‘bulief. that ccntimdn“
nora omt!u:l. than tho m conupu ho

o HEPOR] @;Ip___,m_@ge "I‘hey arrivea in xu:bm on 4
: mi‘ ‘the '9¢h and remorted to dsovican Mlitery authorities
-_nhmwﬁtharearter. - 8rein wasiunde# treatnent wntil the 23rd of Moy
- whon he was Lalva to Salgburg, prio‘r %0 boing taken on to Germany as’
i _*pﬂnonon of Yar, He connibted suicide with Eltler's poigon capsule ;
%',:tq- l'bﬁ:i:d on the nighi 6f the 24th nf May, Although he was rch
loe <:kﬁ61n an hig coroulent peedecessor, both in Gersrny or. the -
id, in ‘Hanna®s opinlon he showld have had Goering!'s moeitisn years '
.The facl thet he disagreed wish Goering on aliost every count - i
a her, e*ridnnoe annugh ot his can~bilitles,
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88, EVALUATION OF souma: Tt 16 the andnion of the interrs
. that the above infor-ation is miven with n sincere and conscient iﬁ:“
effort to bé truthful snd exrct, Tw. aulcide of her fanily, the death
of her closest friend, von OGrein, the physivei yuin Gormrny, and
the tryinz nature of her experiences durinc the oloaing Nagin £ the .
war combined thonmln)f to serisusly termt her to comnit suicide as
well, She claime that the only reaeon she renaine! alive i for the
srke of the truth; to tqll the truth absut Goorins, "the shallow
shownan", to tell the truth about Hitler, "the criminel incompetent”,
and ¢o tell the Gernsn Penple.the truth about the dsnsors of the forn
of govornrment that the Third Reich seve then, Sho'beldeves thrt she
18 fulfilling rmuch of thig nissicn when ehe sperks to the mta:rogatnr.-'
It is thorofore felt that her romarks nay be consider.d as her degpest
efforts at .sincerity and honeaty. 4t ‘the ~orent .she is undergodng a
sovore rental strugisle in en effort to reerncile her crnceptiﬁn .of
"honor" with her denmnciations of Goerinz, of Hirnler, and. nf Hitler
hinself, This difficulty appears lces creant whcn she is spoaking to
the interrngntor than it is when sho speaks to’'civilians, but fron
civilians who have led her conversatinn and then unknown -tn her, e
ported the results to the interrogator it enpears that she is atrive
ing to exert a nrozressivoly “ore denncratic influence nver her
eountrynen, It is felt that her idealisn and hor exact knowledge
recardini; nany of the faults of the Nazi eystem, if -put to proper use,
night eventually be cf value in the re-education of sbhe Gornnn people,

89, (EDITOR'S NOTE) Other ro-worts, enverin: vari-ms hhanes of
Reitgch's knowledse nf the Imftweffe, its resenrch, and its activi-
ties, will be 1ssued, 4Any specific neodu of any or all spencies re~
aeivinr this resort should be forwar<er tn this headquarteﬂ with |
details of information reouired. Mo finsl intérrosati onresort h.
intended as ‘each separate subject will be hrnlled 4n detril aAnd sunnary
forn, at the onnnletirm ~f neccssnrry interrecastiom, ‘gource will e
reloaged t~ her Selzhurf ‘residance unlugés nther adtin 19 requestad,

L S 7
FOSIRT B, WORK 4t
Contain, air Corps ~
Chicf Interrozntor
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