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OFFICE OF U S CHIEF OF COm~SEL

Berlin, 10 Nov 1937

NOTES on the Conference in the Reichskanzlei
on 5 Nov 37 from 1615 - 2030 hours

Present: The Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor
The Reichsminister for War , Genera1fel~~arschall v. BLOMBERG
The C-in-C Army, Gener al ober st Freiherr von FRITSCH
The C-in-C Navy, Generaladmiral Dr. h.c. RAEDER
The C-in-C Luftwaffe, General ober st GOERING
The Reichsminister for Foreign Affairs Freiherr v. NEURATH
Oberst HOSZBACH

The Fuhrer stated initially that the subject matter of today's ~ference
was of such high importance, that its further detailed discussion would
probably t ake place in Cabinet sessions. However, he, the Fuhrer, had decided
NOT to discuss this matter i n t he l arger circle of t he Reich Cabinet, because
of its i mportance. Hi s subsequent st atements wer e the r esult of detailed
del iberati ons and of the experiences of his 4~ year s in Government; he desired
to explai n to t hos e pre sent his fundamental ideas on the possibilities and
necess i ties of expanding our foreign policy and in the interests of a far­
sighted policy he requested that hi s statements be looked upon in the case of
hi s death as his l ast wi ll and t estament.

The Fuhrer t hen stated:

The aim of German policy is the security and the preservation of the
nation and its propagation. This is cons equently a problem of space.

The German nation disposes of 85 million people, ~hich, because of the
number of individuals and tho compactness of habi tati on, form of homogeneous
European racial body, whi ch cannot be f ound in any ot her country. On the other
hand it justifi es the demand f or larger living space more than for any other
nation. If no pol i t i cal body exist s in space, cor re sponding to t he German
r acial body, t hen that is t he consequence of several centuries of historical
development, and should this pol i t i cal condition contll1ue to exist, it will
r epresent t he greatest danger to the preservation of the German nation (Volk­
stum) as its pre sent high l evel. An arrest of the deterioration of the German
elemant in AUSTRIA -and in CZECHOSLOVAKI A is just as little possible as the
preservation of t he present stcte in GEmJ~ itself. Instead of growth,
sterilit y wi ll be introduced, and as a consequence, t ensions of n social
nat ure wi ll appea r af ter a number of year s , bec aus e political and philosophical
i deas are of a permanent nature only as long as t hey are able to produce the
basi s f or t he r ealization of t he a ct ual claim of exist8nce of a nation. The
German future is therefo re dependent exclusively on the solution of the need
for l i ving space . Such a soluti on can be sought naturally only for a limited
per i od, about 1 - 3 generations .

Before touchi ng upon the qUGst i on of solving the need for living space,
it must be decided whethe r a solution of the German position wi t h a good
future can be at tained, ei ther by way of an autar chy or by way of an increased
sharG in universal commerce and industry.

Autar chy : Execution wi l l be possible only with strict Nat i onal - Soci al i st
State policy, whi ch is t ho basis; assuming this can be achioved the results
are as follows:

A. In the sphere of raw materials, only limited, but NOT total auta.rchy ­
can be attained:
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vfuerever coal can be used for t he e~~",-c.r'Y'J:.ie-n c:>£ ~:w .
mator ials autar chy is f easible.

In t~e cas e of ores t he position l S much mnr o di f f icult.
Requl remont s in i r on and light metals can be covered
by oursel ves. Coppor and tin, however, C2n NOT .

CeLLu.Lar- mat.eri.aks can b ..: cover-ed by -our-se Ives as
long as suff i cient wood supplies exiEt . A permanent
solution is not possible.

Edible fats - possiblo.

B. In the case of foo ds, t he quest i on of -em ..autar chy -muat be: answer ed
with a definite "NO".

The general increas e of living standards, cornpcr-ed with 30 - 4C year s
ago, brought about a simul t aneous Incr-eas e of the demand an Lncr -iase of per ­
sonal consumpt.Lon even among tne producers, t he f armers, themse l ves . The
proceeds from t he pr oducti on increase in G.gr i cult ure hC.V0 been used f or
covering the increase i n doraands , t herefore they r epr es ent no absolute increase
in production. A f urther increas e in production by maki ng great er demnnds on
t he soil is not pos sib10 because it al rec.dy shows signs of dete riorc.ti~n due
to the usc of ar t i f i cial f ertilizers, r~d it is t herefore certain that , even
with t he greatest possi bl e incrGas e ,i n product i on, particip~tion jn the world
market could NOT be avoidod.

The considerable e)~)enditurc of f oreign currency to seeur& food by import,
even in per i ods when har vest s are good, i ncreas es catastrophic.:.lly when the
harvest, is r c:ulJT poor . The p~ ss ibility of t his cat astrophe .increase e ·cor r GS­
pondingly t o the increase in population , and t he annual 560,000 excess in
births woul d Or.U1g about an increased consumption in bread , becaus~the child
is a greater bro ad eator than tho adult .

Perm.:mently to counter the difficulties ·of food suppliesby'lowering
the standard of living nnd by r ationalization is impossi ble in a Continent
which had developed an appr oximat ely equivalent stc.ndard of living. As t he
solving of the unemploymont problem h~s brought i nto effe ct th~ compl ete power
of consumption, some amall corr eetions in our agricultural home production vdll
be pos sible, but NOT a wholesale al terat i on of the standar d of food consumption.
Consequently autarchy bocomes impossible , specifically in the sphere of food
supplies a~ well as generally.

Participdion in Wor l d Econo!&. There ar e limits to this which we ·are
unable to transgress . The marke t fluctuations would be an obstccLe t o a
secure foundation of t he German position; international commercinJ. agreements
do NOT offer any guar antee for practical executi~n. It must be considered on
principle t hat since t he Wor l d War (1914-18) an .induat.r-LeLi.zat.Lon -has t aken
place in countries which formerly exported food . We live in a per-Led-of econ-

'ornic empires , in which the tendency to colonize agajn appr oaches the .condition
which originally motivated colonization; in JAPAN and ITALY economic motiv0s
are the basis of thei r will to expand, the economic need wi ll also drive GEn­
MANY to it . Countries outside t he great economic ompi r es -have special diffi­
culties in expanding economically.

The upward t endency, whi ch has been caused in wor Ld ieconomy, due to arma­
ment competition, can neV0r f orm a permanent basis for an economic settloment,
and this l atter is al s o h~npo red by the economic disruption caused by Bol she­
vism. It is a pronounced military weakness of those States who base t heir
existence on expor t . As our expor t s and imports are carried out 0 v et: those
sea l anes whi ch are ruled by BRITAIN, it is more a question of security of
transport rather than one of foreign currenc~" and this explains t-he gre~t
weakness in our food situation in wartime . 'lhe only wny out, and one whi.ch
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may appear Lmagdriar-y, is the securing of greater living space , an endeavor
whi.ch at al l t imes has been the cause of the formation of states and of
movements of nctions . It is explic~blo th~t this tendency finds no in­
t erest in GENEVA and in satisfied States . Should the security of our fo od
position be our fo remost thought , thon the sp~ce required for this can
only be sought in Europe, but we will not copy liberal c~pitulist policies
which r ely on expl oiting colonies . It is NOT a case of conquering people ,
but of conquering agr i cul t ural l y useful sp~co . It would al so be more to
t he purpose to seck r aw m~tcriAl producing territory in Europe directly
adj oini ng t he Re i ch and not overseas, and this solution would have to be
brought into ef fe ct in one or t wo gener at i ons . Wh~t would be required at a
l ater d~te over and abovo this must be left to subsequont generations . The
development of great wor l d- wi de netionul bodies is naturally u slow process
and the German people , v,.i t h its strong r-ac.i.aL root , has for this purpose the
most f' evor-ebI o foundntions in tho heart of the European Continent . The
hi st or y of ~ll times - Roman Empire , British Empire - has proved that every
spac e expansi on can only be ef f ect ed by bronking resistance end tnking r i sks.
Even set backs ere unr.void.:'.ble ; neither formerly nor today has space been
found wi thout an ovmcr; the att acker ~lweys comes up against the proprietor .

The question for GElli~~ is whor e thv gre at~st possiblo conquest could
be made at lo~est cost .

German politics must reckon wi t h its t wo hateful enemies , ENGLAND and
FRANCE , to whom a strong Geru.an col ossus in the centre of EUROPE would be
intolerable . Both t hese st~tes woul d ~ppose a further reinforcement of
GER1iANY , both in EUROPE and overseas , and in this opposition they woul d hcve
tho support of ~ll parties . Both countries would view the building of
German milit r.ry strongpoints ov~rseas as u threct to their overseas communi­
cations, as a security measure for Gcrrncn commerce , end retrospocth'ely a
strengthening of the Germe~ position in Europe .

ENGL~D is NOT in a position to cede any of her colonial possessions
to us owing to tho r esistance whi ch she exper i ences in the Dominions . After
the loss of prestige whi ch ENGLAND HAS suffered owing to the transfer of
ABYSSilf IA t o I t alian ownership , a r et ur n of EAST AFRI CA ca~ no longer be
expected . Any r esistance on ENGL~D's pr.rt woul d r.t bost consist in the
r ecdi.ncss to satisfy our colonial claims by t ek.ing away colonies which at
t ho prese nt mOment are NOT in British hands, e .g. ANGOLA. French f avors
would pr obabl y be of t he s arne nature .

A serious di scus si on r egarding t he return of colonies to us could be
considered only at a time when ENGLAND is in a state of emergency and the
Gern~n Reich is strong and we l l - ar med. The Fuhrer does not shere t he opinion
t h.:'.t t he Empi re is unsh~keable . Resistance against the Empire is to be
f ound l ess in conquer~d t0r r i t or i es t han emongst its competitors . The British
Empire and t he Ramon Empire cannof be compared wii-,h one anot her in regard
to durabi l i ty; since the Punic War s t he l~tter di d not h~ve a serious politi­
cal enemy. Only t he diss~lving effects which originated in Christendom, ['.'1d

the signs of age whi ch creep into 0..11 stat.ea , mr.de it possible for the Ancient
Germ['ns to subjugate Ancient ROME .

Alongside the British Empire today a number of States exist which nre
stronger t han it . The British Mot her Country is r.blc to defend its colonial
possessions only al lied wi t h other St~tes and NOT by its ovm power . How
could ENGLill~D ~one , for exrunpl e , defend CANAD~ against an at t ack by AMERICA
or its Far Eastern intorests agninst an attack by JAPAN .

The singling out of the British Crown as the be3.rer of Empire unity i s
in i tself an admission thet the univer snl empire cannot be maintained per­
manent l y by power politics . The following are significant pointers in this
r espect .
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°a) lRELi~D IS t endency for independence .

b) Constitutionnl disputes in INDIA where ENGLltND , by
her hal f -measures , l eft the door open for Indians
at a l ater d[\t o to utilize tho nonfulfillrnent of
constitution~l promises as a weapon agai nst BRITAIN.

c) The weakening of tho British position in the
FAR EAST by JAP;.N .

d; The opposition in the :1JiEDI TERRANEAN to Italy which ­
by virtue of its history, driven by necessity end l ad
by a genius - expands its powe r position and must con­
sequently infringe British interests to an increasing
extent , The out-come of tho rlBYSSINlilN \Vnr is a l oss
of presti ge f or Brit~in which It ~ly is ondeavor i ng to
i ncreas e by stirring up discontent in the ~OHi~iliffiDiill

wor l d.

It must be establ ished in conclusion that the Empire cannot be held
permanently by povrer politics by 45 million Br i t ons , in spite of al l the
solidity of he r ideals . The proportion of the populat i ons in the ~mpire ,

comp~red wi th that of the Mot her land is 9:1, end it shoul d act as a warning
to us t hnt if we expend in sp ace, wo must NOT al l ow t ho l ovel of our popu­
lation to become too low .

France's position is more favorable t hon t hat of ENG~'~D. The French
Empire is better placed geogr aphi cal l y , the populat i on of its colonial
possessions r epres ents a potential milit ary increas e . But FRj~CE is f aced
with difficulties of internal politics . At t he present time only 10 per
cent appr oximat el y of the nct.Lons have parliamentary gove rnment s whereas 90
per cent of them have totalitarian governments . Neve r the les s we have to
t ake the followin g into our political consider~tions as power f actors :

BRITi .IN , FRiiliCE , RUSSI1~ and the ecdj oining smaller Stntes .

The GcrjTh~~ question can be solved only by wny of forco, and t hi s is
never v; i t hout risk. Tho battles of FREDERICK THE ORE;.T for SnECV~, and
BISlJii.RCK I S wars ngainst l,USTRI4' and FrUJ~CE had been a t r emendous risk and
the speed of PRUSSL0J act i on in 1870 had prevented AUSTRI"', from par t i cipo.t ing
in the wnr . If we plnce the deci si on to apply force wi t h risk nt the head
of t he following exposi t i ons , then we are l eft to r eply to the questions
"when" :::'..nd "how" . In this r egnrd we have to decide upon three different
cases .

Case 1. Period 1943-45 . After this we can only expect a change for t he
wors e . The r e-arming of the Army, the Navy and the ilir Force , as well as
the forID.cition of t he Officers I Corps, ar e, pr act.Lce.Ll.y concluded. Our
materiDl equi pment and armament -s ar-e modern , wi t h further delay the danger
of t heir becomin~ out-of-date will incrense . In par t i cular the secrecy of
"spec La.L weapons cannot. a.Iways be safeguarded. Enlistment of r eserves
would be limited to the current r ecruiting age groups nnd an addi t i on from
older untrained gr oups woul d be no longer available .

In comparison with the re-armnrnent , which will have been carried out at
that time by t he other nations , wo shall decrease in relativo power . Should
we not nct until 1943/45, then, dependent on t he absenco of r eserves, any
year could bring about t he food crisis, for tho countering of .whi ch we "do
NOT possess the necessary foreign currency. This must be considered as a
"point of weakness in the regime" . Over and above t.nct., t ho worl d will

. anticipate our act i on and wi ll increase counter-measures yearly. ~hilst

other nations isolate themselves we should be forced on t he offensive .
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~hat the actual position would be in the ye ars 1943- 45 no one knows
today. It is certain, however, that we can wait no longer .

On the one side the large armed forces , wi t h the necessity for securing
t heir upkeep, t he agc fng of the Nazi movement and of its l eaders, and on the
othe r side tho prospe ct of a low~ring of t he st~dard of living and a drop
in t he bi r th r-at .e , l e aves us no other choice than to act . If the Fuhrer
i s still living, t hen it will be hi s irrevocable decision to solve the German
space problem no l at er th~~ 1943- 45. The necessity f or action before 1943 ­
45 wi ll coma under cons i.de r-atdon in cases 2 and 3 .

Ce.se 2 . Should t he social t ensions in FfuiliCE l ead to an internal
politic~l crisis of such dimensions t hat it absorbs the French ~rmy and
thus r enders it incc.pable for empl oyment in war against GERMANY, then the
t Ime f or act ion against CZECHOSlDVJJ\IJ\ has come .

. Case 3 . It would be equal l y possible to ~ct ag~st CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Lf FRd~CE shoul d be so tied up by a war against another State , thc.t it can­
not "p roceed" against Gertaany ,

For 300 i mprovement of our military political position it must be our
first aim, in eve ry case of ant angoLnent by war , to conquer CZECHOSLOV;~I~

and AUSTRli. airnu.Lt.eneousLy , in order to r emove any threat from the flanks
i n case of a pos s i ble advance ~~e stwards . In t he case of a conflict wi t h
FRANCE i t would her-d.Iy be neceasary to assume that CZECHOSLOV.iKI,~ would de­
clare war on the same day as FR,lNCE . However, CZECHOSLOViJGAI s desire to
pa r t i ci pat e in the war wi l l increase proportionally to the degree to which
we are being we akened. Its ::.ctual pnrticipdion could make itself f elt by
an attr.ck on SILESL~, e i the r towards the Nor th or the We st .

Once CZ3CHOSLOVrlKL. is conquered - and t: mutual frontkr, GERMANY­
HUNG~Y is obtained - t hen a neutral ,x t i t ude by POL.iliD in a Gorman-French
conflict could more eas i l y be r elicd upon . Our agreements with POLrtND
r emain val id only as long as GER1~JITls strength r emains unshakoabloj should
GERi,L.·.NY have m y setbacks t-hen an attack by POL;~D age.inst, ErtST PRUSSIA,
perhaps al so cgadrist, POfilifuJUA, and SILESL'~ , must be taken into account. ,

As suming a dev elopment of the situation , which would l ead to a planned
at tack on our p0.rt in t he ye ars 1943-45 , t hen the behavior of FR;1NCE,
POLAND an d RUSSL". woul d pr obabl y have to be judged in the following manner- s

The Fuhrer believes pe rsonally th~t in ~ll probability ENGIJillD and
perhaps a .Lao FR:-NCE have al.rcady silently wr i t ten off CZECHOSLOV,JGJ", and
t hd t hey have got us ed to t he idea that this question would one day be
cle aned up by GERYjJf.{ . The difficulties in the British Empire <md the pro­
spect of being cnt ang.Lc d in another long-drawn-out European ~var , were deci­
sive f'act or's in the non-participntion of ENGLJ-ND in a war ege.ins t. GERMf.NY.
The British at t i tude woul d certainly NOT r emcin wi t hout influence on
FRiJJCE's at t i t ude . ,~ e.tt ack by FR~JJCE wi t hout British support is hard1;:r
probnble assuming t h~t i t s offensive would stagn~tc along our ~e stern f or­
t.Lf'Lcct.Lons , iVithout England I s support , it woul d <1130 r OT b.::::necessary to
t ake into considerc.tion a mar-ch by France through Belgium and Holland , and
t his woul d ~lso not h~ve to be reckoned wi t h by us in case of ~ conflict
wi th France , as in every case it v. ou.Id have cs consequence the enmity of
GrE:at Britain . Nat .ur-e.Lly , we should in every case have to bur our frontier
during t he oper ation of our at t acks cgatnst. CZECHOSLOV~·J\Ir'~ and .\USTRIA. It
must be taken into considerntion here that Czechoslov~i~'s dvfence mcnsures
wi ll i~crease in strength from ycar to year , end t hat a consolidntion of the
inside v alues of the .hustrian army will also be efie cted in the course of
years . i~lthough t he populatian. of Czechoslovakia .in the first place is not
a thin one, the embodL~ent of Czechoslovakia and hustria woul d nevertheless
constitute t he conquest of food for 5-6 million people , on the basis t hat
a compulsory emigration of. 2 million from Czechoslovakia and of 1 million
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from 'hustria could be carri~d out . The annexation of the t wo States to
Germnny:milit~rily and politically woul d constitute a considerable r elief ,
owing to shorter and better frontiers , the freeing of fighting personnel
for other purposes and the possibility of re-constituting new ar mies up to
a strength of about 12 Divisions, r epresenting ~ new division per 1 inillion
population .

No opposition t o t he r emoval of Czechoslovaki~ is expect ed on the part
of Italy; however , it cmmot be judged todny what woul d be her attitude in
the hustrian quest i on since it would depend l argely on whether the Duce
were al i ve ~t t he t ime or not .

Tho measur e and speed of our act i on would decide Poland's attitude .
Poland will have little inclination to enter the war agai nst a victorious
Gcrmeny, \d t h Russia in its r ear .

Military par t i cipat i on by Russia must be count ered by t he s peed of our
operations; it is a quest i on whet her this need be t ru<en into cons i deration
at al l in view of J apan's at t i t ude .

Should Cas e 2 occur - paralyzation of Franc 0 by a Civil war - t hen t he
situation should be ut i lized at any t~no for operat ions against Czechoslova­
kia, as Germanyls mos t dongerous enemy woul d be 01iminated .

The Fuhrer sees Case 3 looming nearer; it could develop from the exis ­
ting tensions in the !iEDITERR;~EJ~ , and shoul d it occur he has firmly deci ded
to make us e of it any t ime , perhaps even as cr.r Ly as 1938 .

Following r ecent experiences in the course of t he evonts of t ho war in
Spain , t he Fuhrer does NOT see an o~rly end t o hostilities t here . Taking into
consideration the time r equired for p~st offensives by Franco , a furt her t hree
years duration of war is wi t hin the bounds of pos sibility . On t he other
hand , from the Ge rman point of view a 100 per cent victory by Franco is not
desirable; we are mor e interested in a continu~tion of the war and preserva­
tion of the t ensions in the Mediter r ane an . Should Franco be in sole posses­
sion of the Spani sh Peni nsula it woul d menn the end of Italian intervention
and t he presence of Italy on the Balearic Isles . As our ir~erests are
directed towards continuing the war in Spain , it must be the t ask of our
future policy to strengthen Italy i n her fight to hold on to the Balearic
Isles . However; a solidification of Lt aLi.an positions on the Balearic Isles
can NOT be toler~ted either by France or by Engl~d and could l ead to a war
by Franc e and England against Italy, in whi ch cas e Spai n , if ent i re l y in
white (i . e . FrancoIs) hands , could participato on t he si de of Italy 's enemies .
A subjugct.Lon of Italy in such a war appears vcry unlikely. ",ddi t i ona l r aw
materials could be brought to It~ly via Gormany. Tho Fuhrer bel ieves t hat
Italy's military strategy would be to r c;main on the defensi ve against Fr ance
on t he v'Ie ster n frontier and carry out opcr- at.Lons agai nst France from. Liby::,­
against North J,f r i can French colonial pcascssd ons ,

As a l oading of French-British troops on t he Itnlian coast can be di s-·
counted, and as a French offensive via the rtlps t o Upper Italy would be
extremely difficult and would probably stagno.te bef or e t he strong Lt a.Li.an
fortifications , French lines of communication by the Italinn fleet wi l l to a
grent extont paral yze the transport of fighting per sonne l from North Af r i co..
to France , so that at its frontiers wi t h Italy and Germany, France wi l l have
at its disposal solely t he metropolitan fighting forces .

If Germany profits from this war by disposing of the Czechoslovo..kio..n
and t he :.ustrian questions , the probability must be assumed that England ­
being at war with Italy - would not decide to commence operations agai nst
Germany. Wi t hout British support a warlike act i on by France agains t Germany
is not to be anticipated .
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The date of our at.tack on Czechoslovakia and .mstria must be made de­
pendent on the course of t he Italian-English-French war an d woul d not be
s Imu.Lt an cous wi t h t he commoncement of military agreements wi t h Italy, but
of full i ndependence nnd , by expl oi t i ng t his unique f avorable opportunity
he wishe s to begin to c2.rry out operations agai ns t Czoc~oslovakia. The
at tack on Czechos lovaki2. woul d hev..; to t ake placc wi th t he " spE:. cd of light­
ning " (blit za r t i g s chncLl.} ,

Fe lili~arshall von Blomberg ~nd Gener .ilobcrst von Fri tsch in g~v~ng their
e s t imc?te on tho s Lt.uati on , r epect.cd.Iy poi nted out t hat England an d France
must not appe ar- Q.S our cncmi.os , and t hey stated t-hat, t ho war wi t h Italy
would NOT bind the Fren ch a r my t o such an ext.ont that it would NOT bo in a
position to comnence oper~tions on our weste rn fronti er wi t h superior forces .
Gcner al oberst von Fritsch e stim~ted the French for~es whi ch woul d pre s Uffinbl y
be empl oye d on the 1.1pi no frontier ag :'i ns t Lt.aIy to be in t he r egion of 20
divis ions , s o t hat a stro~g French sup~riority would still r emain on our Vfus­
t ern front i e r . The French woul d , ac cording to Gennan r e asoning, at tempt :to
adv an ce i nto the Rhdnc I r.nd , he should consider t he l ead whi ch France has
got in Inobi liznt i ol1 , <.nd quite apar t from t he very small value of our then
existing f ortificdions - whi ch was pointed out par t Lcul. cr-Ly by General­
f eldmarschnll von B'Lorabc r-g - t ho f our motor i zed divisions which had been laid
down f or t he he s t woul d be more or le s s i nc ap able of m~vomont . Wi t h regard
to our of f ens i ve in C'. Sout h-Ecst.cr I y direction, Fe Ldma r-s chc.Ll, von Blomberg
draw s pecial at t ent ion t o t ho s t ccngth of the Czcchos:0vnkic..n fortifications ,
t he building of whi ch had C'. s sur~cu the character of a M2.ginot line end which
would pre sent extr omo difficulties t o our nt tnck .

Generaloberst von Fritsch mont ione d t hat it was the purpose of a study
whi ch he hnd l~id on f or t his wint er t o invostigate t he possibilities of
carrying out ope r rvt.Lons agains-t. Czechos Lovakd.a wi th special cons.i.dor-at.Lcn of
t he conquest of t he Czcchos I ovukf.an system of f'or-t.Lf'Lcat.Lons j the Goneral­
obe r st C'.l so stat ed thnt owil1~ t.o t ho prcvciling conditions he woul d have to
r elinquish his Le av e ab road , i .hi.ch was to begin on 10 Novcmoc r- , This inten­
tion was countermanded by the Fuhrer who gave ~s a reason t hat the possibility
of the conflict was no t t o be r egarded £" S boing s o Imminont., In r eply to
t he r emark by t he 1,iini s t c r f or Foroi.gn ;iffdr.s ) th~t »s: I :' .::l.:..:n-,English­
French confli ct be not a s ncar ::~ t~1c Fuh... or app, f .t' c d tel:'.:13U"~3 , t he Fuhrer
stnted that the dat,o which appc ar od 1.',) hir: t o he ::-. .C0 3 :' ib~~lity W<" S summer'
1938 . I n r oply t o statements by G~p..,) ::.'a~.~''3 ,l,c::,.;crsc:r' ·~~l ::_ ' j 'Cl::' Blomberg en d
Gon er-e.Lober-s t. von Fr i ts ch r\3gard~.r' g E:r.?;::'2;':i :'.!;c:, ?'t.;~ , .>:, s: nt t i t ude , the Fuhrer
r epeate d his previous st. ct.erncnts C'.nJ s xLd th,:I, he \: ,:' r.efl- 'inced of Br itai.r: 1s
non-par-t.L ci pct.Lon and t hat. coneequontIy he C,~C. not ·(l ,, ~ ' , ·: :v':; in mi.Li. t.ary r.ct.Lon •
by Franco agc.i.nst, German y . 3h0-L: ::'c; ':' 1:0 l' :': '~ : :...; :"J'ano ·? ·: ~ '_>::l; :[ 'i.i.c t C'.J.J.'iJD.G.y meil-'
tioned Le ad to a gener-al, mobi}, ·~"~ .':'si8:i ':" i ,:\ .::- ,<":'; C ', ', i'. .t.: :~ :!::)",,~d hcv-: V -,
commence operat ions agains t, Czec;1C :.2."./ ::~ .. ~,J. ,~ : " :' :; ;" .::. ~, . :. " -,7 ·, :.::::) howce·.r;) ..~ J Lhe
powers who are not par-t LcI patdng 2:'l -;:·i: 3 '..:..-.:: t.. '. (.~l1Q (L: '~) :-, r0 ~J h·..: i t' disin:eres­
t e dness, t hen Germany woul d , f or t he ti;; ~~ ':' E', .·; . ~lg , have t o s.i.de ith t his
att i tude .

In view of t he information givon by t he Fuhrer, Gene ral obe r s t Goerjng
considered it Imper-at.Lvc t o think of 0. r cduction or abandonment of our Tt. U i ­
t ary undertruking in Sp~in . The Fuhror o.graed to this ~n so f ar as he be­
lieved this de ci s ion should be postponed for a suitable date .

The second par t of t he discussion concerned lnate r ial arme~ent questions .

(Signed) HOSZBACH

••••••• It ••
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