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HITILER'S TESTIMONY BEFORE THE COURT FOR HIGH TRE.SON

Pregident:

Hitler:

President:

Hitler:

President:

Hitler:

The witness, 4dolf Hitler testified that he wes born
on 20 Lpril 1889 in Breuncu on the Inn, without citizene ,
ship.

You heve been invited to testify et the request of
Dr. Frenk to give evidence thot the NSD/P is striving to
atteln its goel by purely legol menrs, does not intend
to teke violent eetion egrinst the Constitution or Govern-
ment nelther encoursges its members or sup.orters to
violent anction cgeinst Constitution or Guvernment or even
to vrepere for this, even in 1923. I esk you to describe
in broed outline the

- EVOLUTION OF THE NAZI PARTY

You ere to consider this matter cbjectively, You sre not .
here to defend the existence of the Pnrty. No one has '
ottecked yous You should confine your statements end
facts to actuel evidence, You will be obliged as s wit-
ness to swear this en octh. Then the President referred i
the witness to irt. 55 of the Penal Lew whereby he might

refuse to give evidenze if he would os o result Jeopour-

diev himself or plece himself in denger. of sriminel pro- P

CEIUINE,

T Zught on the Weetfront es a German eoldier in the 5
fell of 1338, At thet time 1 already eaw the collapse X
coming. This resulted bessuse all political organizations
were suffering from the sume sickness. Trare are in gen-
eral thrse phenomene which elwars reappecr et such times,
when *the courntrv is declining snd which hove slowly dis-
integreted the Cermen people glso. The non-utilizetion { s
of our cwn uniionel strength brought ebout by the generel it
internctioncl eit!tude. e

I telieve thet the withess is wondering from the . K
poirt. Will you plense des2ribe the formaiion of the
Ps-rtyﬂ

I wanted first of oll to depiet the three main points,
becruse they will show the type of stiugile we nre waging.

If you think this necesssry, plecse proceed.
A

The second factor is the setting sside of nll suthor-
ity end the third the pecifist spivit,the pendering to 'cor-
rupt influences and the internntionnl feeling in general,
It 1s obvious thc§ Ehe only kind of movement which eould
rise above this debcele is one which mekes o determined
strnd ngainst these nspects. But this ern only be e new
movezent in consideretion of the fret that nll the old
Porties were bound in theory to fight for freedom, when
in setucl foet since 1918, mob rule has prevalled. We hsad
to teke up the struggle fenstieally for everything Germen
(Deutschtum) end if necessory defend this spirit; thus our
two~fold orgnnizetion. Thet is where our Protection Detech=
ments (Schutzebteilungen) originsted. They were exclusively
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Hitler:

President:

' Hitler: .

Hitler:

.

{cont.)

for the purpose of protecting the Party propagande, but
not to fight ageinst the Stetes« 1 have been a soldier so
long that I know it is impossible to ellow & Party Orgen-
izetion to fight ageinst the diseiplined orgenization of
the Armed Forces, or ageinst the Frelkorps and Police.
When meetings ere disturbed and disrupted,conly then does
the State step in end dissolve the gathering. But in this
way those attempting the disturbence echieve their aim.

In the beginning therefore it wes only possible to carry
on at all, if one took one's own steps egeinst such & pan-
tomime. That was the sole purpose of our Sturmabtellungen
(Se fis)e It is obvious thet o movement of meny thousends
of people cannot be judged on the stetements of individuels.

The President then drew the attention of the Court to:
the Happenings in Milnich in 1923
I don't know whether I may speak about thems

I believe the Publice is fully informed todey of these
occurrences., You, wltness were sentenced on 1 April 1924
to five yeers confinement in a fortress for high treason.
Furthermore it wes also seid et the Perty Relly (Perteitag)
in Ntrnberg in September 1923 that the Perty wes e fight-
ing orgenizetion and thet force would certeinly be used.

st thet time, the S.4, were going to be changed into
a military orgonizetion. I myself did not meke them into
soldiers, they were forced into being soldiers (Nicht ich
hebe damels die fbteilungen in die Kasernen hineingefuehrt
sondern sie sind hineingefuehrt worden)e. The situetion
wasg such that the lstent state of wer between the Reich
end Beverie hed to bresk out. But I esserted in 1925 thet
the happenings in 1923 must be completely forgotten end
that the movement must be led back to its basis aims. I
publighed & decree completely prohibiting arms for the S.h.
On no account were they to essume e militery character.
Raether should &ll the S... serve exclusively to protect
the movement from other Parties. 4ll militery exercises
were forbidden end if & plotoon wes in possession of arms
end one single one of them hed a weapon in his possession
without & license then these pletoons were dissolved and
their members expelled, I did everything to prevent the
organizetion from essuming eny kind of militery chercecter.
This was perticularly difficult et a time when one tried
to equel the Fescists as best one could, and because of
the inwerd pleasure it gives the Germen people, to carry
8 gune I have always expressed the cpinion thet eny et-
tempt to replece the Relchswehr would be senseless. (In
en excited volce) We are none of us interested in replacing
the Reichswehr, I have only one wish, that the German Reich
ond the Germen people imbibe & new spirit.

48 the witness becams more cnd more excited, the
President warned him to discontinue this public propagenda
ond to confins himself to cetucl evidences

Naturally e movement which aspires to take' over the
Stete willl bring to the forefront the ides of being able
to defend oneself.

We want to meke sure once and for sll that out
of the present Germesn Reichswehr e great German
Peoples Jrmy is formed.
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President:

Hitler:

Hitler:

President:

Hitler:

President:

Hitler:

President:

(eont.)

There ere thousands of young meh in the Reichswehr of the
seme opinion., But tHet does not meen the replecement

(of the Reichswehr)., Nevertheless we regerd the resliz-
etion of this conception e&s .the first essentisl for the
future of Germenye. ;

You could herdly sttempt to cerry out. these ideels,
purely by legal meens. There is something else inferred
in your progrem even if it is only between the lines.

It would not be possible to leed such ¢ greet orgen=
1zetion es ours, if we wented to issue seeret directives
in sddition to our public announcements. It would slso 2
be impossible after it had been publicly ennounced that
no militery exercises were toc be cerried out, never the-
less to cerry out these. On questions of this kind only
ny orders arg’valid. All my political opponents end the
Stete cen control ny speeches end directives. But sbove
ell this my besic principle holds good: 1if a (perty)
reguletion conflicts with the Lew, it is not to be car- -~
ried outs I em even now punishing the failure to comply
with my orders, Countless Pesrty Members have been expelled
for this resson; among them Otto Stresser.

Otto Strasser esctueslly toyed with the idea of
revolution. I never declered myself in sgreement
with this.

The President then put stetements to the debate,
which hed been mede by the NSD/P suthor Reinhold Muchow.
In these it wes seid thet those countries with older
constitutions hed zlready had their revolution. But thet
Germany wes on the threshold of & revolution and that
this imminent revolution eould only be Nationsl Socielist.

I think Mr. Muchow only wented to illustrete o gen-
eral spirituel movement. But I mey essure you thet if
the Nozl movement's struggle is successful, then there
will be a Nezi Court of Lew:too, the November 1918 revo-
lution will be etoned, ond there'll be some hecds chopped
off. (Cheers from the gellery, the President nsked
thet the spplruse be discontinued end seid: We sere in
Court end are here to seriously dispense Justice).

(to the witness Hitler) Whet do you meen by the expres-
sion "Germcn Netionel Revolution®, -

The expression "Nationel Revolution" should elwsys
be considered in e purely politicel sense. For the Nozis
1t is simply an uprising by the oppressed Germen people
of today.

D° you mean independent movement, or one instigoted
by & Pertye

‘Naturelly e movement will slways represent &n up-
rising, but it does not need to prepare it by illegul mecns.
If we were to heve two or three elections today, the Nezi
novement would have the majority in the Reichstrg and would
prepere the Nezi revolution thene.

You meen the spiritusl (revolution)? 4nd if we under- '{j
stend something different by this, you will ssy "We cen't
do onything zbout that.”
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Germeny is being strengled by Peace Tregties. Jll
Germen legislstion today is nothing more then an cttempt
to foist the Peace Treatyonto the Germen people. The
Nazis do not consider the Trecty es & lew, but as some-
thing forced upon us. We do not want future generstions,
who ere completely innocent, to be encumbered by this.
When we fight this with £11 the meens &t our dispossl, then
we gre on the way to & revolution.

Even by illegal means?

I will declare here snd now, thet when we have be-
come powerful (gesiegt haben) then we will fight ogeinst
the Trecty with cll the means at our disposesl, even those
which zre illegel from the world's point of view.

The President then referred to snother phemphlet by
Helmith Brfickner, in which it ssys "Reform is cnly a hslf
measure, revolution goes ell the wey."

The German National Peopléds Party is an opposition
porty just as we ocre. But the Germen Notionel Peopléds
Perty is e reform perty. The Nazl movement sees &s the
ccre of the State, that which is summed up in the term
"people" (Volk). Therefore we cennot be compared with o
other Perties. But it cennot therefore be seld, becouse
we used other methods - therefore by force - Our prope-
gande 1s the spiritusl revolutionizing of the Germsn peoples
This chenge is &t least es gigentic as thet brought ebout
by the Merxist ideology. It is & completely new world.
Our movement hes no need of force. The time will come
when the Germen neotion will get to know our ideas. Then
35 million Germecns will stend behind mee. Whéether we teke
over the Government today or form an opposition 1s immeter-
i)l to us. The next election will lncresse the number of
Nezis in the Reichsteg from 107 -~ 200. There will come
a time when people will be _glad thet there is such & move=-
ment, the nembers of which sre now trembling before  the
Court. Our opponents are intersested in representing our
movement ss entl-state, beceuse they know our geel is to
be ettained by legal meens. Nevertheless they reclize
thot our movement must lead to & complete chenge of Stete.

Whet reletion does this bear to the so-called
THIRD REICH?

We honor the memory of the cld Germen Empire, we have
fought for it. But this Stete hed en inner weskness from
the very veginning. Out of 1t caoms the present Germeny.

It is the embodiment of Derwerecy snd Internstionglisme

This second State wants tolesve the Germun people ne men
behind, who will defend their rights before the worlid. We
hope, therefore, for a new Reich in which a1l institutions -
beginning with the orgenisstion of the State itself down

to those which serve to meintein the netionel life
(Volkstums) - will lead the people towerds & splendid future.
It is only ncturel that this Third Reich will querrel with
the decedent forces of todey. Consequently the sttempts

by our opponents to designate our methods as illegel end

to attribute to us e& trend which we do not have,. He who
meinteins that isoleted quotstions are proof of e point

of view, which he cannot construe from reguletions end
Party orders, will find s thousend possibilities for this.
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Vil President:

f?_ Hitler:

| Presiden:

Hitler:

I heve In our movement countless millions of people, whose
heerts bleed for Germeny. These-young men, themselves
fighters, ere pushed: zbout, come before the Court, el=-
though they hed only the best intentions. They sre struck
down end hounded by the "red" robs. Thet these people

moke stetements, which ere not in accordence with the spirit
of the movement, is understendecble beceuss of their youth.

How do you imegine the setting up of & Third Reich?

This term only describes the besis of the struggle iy
but not the objective. We will enter the legsal organizationa
end will meke our Perty ¢ decisive fector in this way. “
But when we do possess constitutional rights then we will
form the Stcte in the menner which we consider to be the
right one.

This too by constitutionel meens?

Yese
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