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~. The Nazi conspirators set Un 2nd operated a vast prop~{andaand censorship machine and supervised cultural activities.

(1) By neans of an elaborate party organize.t iQn

(a) The Reichsprop?6andaleityng (larty prQp~;anda department)
(~L) was f0unded in 1932. as the central ~rop~;anda
control office headed by Gqabbels. Its functinns were:

(i) Directinn, supervisinn and synchronization of

propaganda Within the Nazi movement.

"rrop~E..nda of the NSD~, its formations
end affiliated associations is the responSib­
ility of the Reichsprop8Ganda1eiter.

"He determines all manifestations of the
Movement. includin~ its formations and
affiliated associations, With rebard to
propa~anda.

"He issues the directives for the Party,
includinb its formations end affiliated
aSSociations, for the realization of the
cultural wishes of the Ftlhrer. 1I

23l9_?S, Orhanisationsbuch der NSDAP (Organization
Book of the NSD~) ,(1937), pp. 295-6.

These functions Were orJanized vertically thrOUGh a close

network of Gau-, Kreis-, and Orts~ruppen propaganda offices attached

to the Geu-, Kreis-, and Orts5ruppenleiter. respectively, down to the

smallest concrunities. In additi0n, synchronization of propaganda

Within the Movement was b"Uaranteed throw;h the "Reichsring f{ir

national-sozialistische I'rop85anda und Volksaufkll!Lrungl~.(National

Socialist Orb2nization for :c'ropesanda and reople's Enlie;htenment) •

The Reichsring constituted the center of control reSponSible for the

complete coordination of ~'arty and Mover.lent in the field of propaganda.

liThe Reichsrin,;•••had thp. ta~k to
ensure the uniform direction of prop8banda
of all formations and affiliated associa­
t ions through the ~'arty. II

2319-1S, Or~anisationsbuch der NSD~i, (Or6anization
BOOk, of the NSDA~) I (1937), p~ 298.

(ii) Imbuein5 of the Nazi Movement and the people With

Nazi ideology.

II (The Reichsprop8bandaleiter) upon his initiative,
is concerned With the permeation of the German
people With the National Socialist ideology.

liRe enlightens the people about the achievements of
i'arty end State.
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liRe crmtrols the entire Germ~ wireless
system with regard to its internal
organizational. cultural and eConomic
posSibilities; :i

1I~;r.ess, radio and film are in the service
Clf propaganda. II

2319-r5, Or~Dis~tion90uch der ~SD~ (OrGanization
Book of the NSDAi-) .(1937), pp. 295, 296.

(iii) Coordinati~n of iarty propa~anda with that of the

Reich Government.

liThe liaison officer has the task of
centralizin6 all contacts with the
Reich Ministries, puolic authorities,
and corporations and to estaolish all
such contacts Wi th sa,me •.• II

2319-i'5, Ort;anisatinnsouch der NSDAt- (Ore\bnization
BQok of the NSD4'), (1937) J p. 302( a) .

(iv) Verificatinn on the effectiveness of Ne.zi prop86anda.

This function was aSSigned to the loWer Grades of the 1arty leaderShip,

regional and local offiCials. Who assemoled and analyzed information

on publiC reaction to the current content of propaganda.

(v) Other activities of the Reichsprop~andaleitung

(!arty Jropai5enda Department) (Rr'L) were discharged oy nUl!lerous

functinnal departments which included inter alia "Hauptstellen"

(Main Bureaus) or offices for the following:

(aa) :f'ress - preparat ion of all propaganda material

issued by Reichsprop?ganda for dissemination to newspapers.

(Do) EXhioits and fairs ~ 8Uper.vis lon o~ pr.opaganda

aspects of eXhibits and fairs in Which the l'arty part iCipated.

(cc) Mass or "Aktive" prQpaganda _ organiZatinn of

propaganda campaigns Within the movement, traininb and supply speakers

With prop~anda materials.

(dd) Films _ topularizetion of NaZi-inspired films,

(ee) Radio _ radio propaganda.

(ff) Culture _ making all forms of art conform to

Nazi standards.

Other Bureaus included .hrchitecture, Style and Desi•.:n,

WorkS of Art. Forrnulat ion of iroeirams, and Trainin..; of Speakers.

2319_15 _ Ort;£anisationsbuch der NSDA; (Orcanization
Book of the NSDA~)(1937), p~ 295-302.

o
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Regionally the Reichsprnpagandaleitung (?arty propaganda

e~ter (Gau, district, and local propaGanda offiees). The

GE:.\lprops,_,anc1,aleiter (leader of the the Gau propSbE.nda office) was

at the same time the Gau representative of the Chamber of CUlture

(Landeskulturwalter) and in most cases alSo represented the rebional

offiee of the l-ropa6anda lJiinistry. So that on the lower levels, i-arty

and State propaganda Were completely unified.

2315-:4S. De.s Recht Coer Reichskultur Kammer,
(The Law of the Reich Culture Chamber) p. 25.

(b) The office of Relchspressechef (Reich lress Chief)

of the NSDA:L was creHed in 193";' by decree ('If the FUhrer for the

political publishing activities of the ~arty.

2319_~S. Orgenis ati()n~"ouch (ter NSD~. (Or..;anization
Book of the NSDAj:-) (1937) , p. 303.

The functi0ns of this office were:

liThe Reich ~'ress Office of the NSDA. is the
central office for the entire political
publishing activity of the ~arty. It
repreaents the press interests of the
Reich leadership of the NSD~ vis a vis
both the German and foreign p~ess. It
alone has the authority to issue directives
to the press of Reich policies c0ncernin6
the treatment of larty aifai:rs o It alone
has the autho:t'i ty to i.ssue press direct ives
to all offices of Reich leadership. It is
responsible for the political and editor-
ial prep~rati()ns, execution and utilization
of all important ~arty activities in the
M.ich. It supplies the do:nest ic end foreign
press With information, news and commentaries
about the iarty. It keeps a record of press
reaction to the ;c:-arty \\1ork in publications
of the domestic and foreign press."

2319-15. Organisa.tionsbuch der NSDA;', (Orf~anization
Book of the NSDAJ) (1937) , p. 303.

The Reich l'ress Chief exercised control over all press

offices, including the chief editors of the National Sncialist

newspapers. as well as the Gau press wardens of the I"'arty. He

alSo served as liaison officer between the !arty press and the

"independent" press, and between -arty and Government.

2319-~S. Qr6anisati~nsbuch der NSDA: (Qr6anizatiQn
Book of the NSDAL) (1937) • p. 303-306.

The executive functinne of the Reich iress Chief were carried

out by two offices:

(i) The ~ressepQlitisches Amt (Iress ~olitical Office).

c...



(ii) The I resseDersonalamt (:i'ress ierscmnel Office) which

we-.s in charge ()f tra.inint;; jnurnalists and keepinc; files on German

and foreign journalists.

The vertical or~anizati~n of press controls corresponding to

that of the Reichspropabandaleitung included Gau-, Kreis- and

Ortsgruppen departments. Each was headed by an Amtsleiter, or

press warden Who was responsiblp. for the entire ie~ty press Within

their respective spheres of jurisdictinn. They supervised the

editorial poliCy of the I!arty press, issued infnrmat i("\n bulle tins

about the activities of the M("\vement, and served as liaison officers

between the rarty and non-rarty press. They also transmitted local

information to headquarters for distributi("\n, and made recommenda-

tionS cnncerning the appointments of local party editors, The Gau-

and Kreis- press wardens, at the same time, served as regional and

local representatives of the Rome fress Division of the rropaganda

lvIinistry and of the Eeich I'ress Chamber.

2319..;S, pr~anisationsbuchder NSDAl (Or6anization
Book of t.he N~DAL (193'/), p .. 305,

2~15-,r~, Das Recht der he ic~.kgJ- tu.X" Kammer,
(The La"" of the Ii,eich Cu.lt.u.:r'ELChc.mber) p. 25

SpeCifically, it was the function of the Iress Chief to

execute the provisions of the EdHnrial Control Law,

2083-ZS, Sh!'ii:tloiter':;f'setz (Ee: Horial Control
Law), -± Octooer 1933. 193:3 It~~~hs"=§Jset zQ.!§ll,
I, p. 713.

(c) The Reichsleiter fur die :Cresse (Reich iress Leader) was

charged With supervising all matters concArninb the German publishin6

business. The Organisationsbuch der NSD~ described his functi("\n as

follows:

liRe is charged With the creat ion of a press
for the German people, which is responSible
and answerable to him, and which reflects
the life and exueriences of the German
peoplels community. In addition, the Reichs­
leiter for lress has the function of issuing
re~ulations necessary to carry ~ut the demands
concernin6 publication policies established
in Art icle 23 ()f the 1arty i roe;ram and to
superVise their execution.

2319-i S. Qrg~nisationsbuchder NSD.A.i (Qr{'anizat ion
Bonk of the NSDAJ') (193?) • p. 308.
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Article 23 of the :r arty l'latform referred tt'l above ,'p'rl')­

vided, inter alia, (a) that all €'ditors and newspaper personnel

must be "members of the nat irm ll (b) that non-Germans be prohibited

from f~nancial participation in, or influence of, newspa~ers and

(c) prohibition nf publication ('If papers II Which do not crmduce to

the national welfare" (d) prosecution of tendencies in art or

literature "of a kind likely to disintec;rate our life as a nation"

and (e) "suppreSSion of institutions Which militate aeainst the

requirements ment ioned abc')Ve. II

1708-PS, Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch
National Socialist Yearbook (1944), p. 158.

Thus the Reich lress Leader was not only empowered to control

all publishini5 houses of the ~'a.rty, but was assigned the task ('If

bringing the entire German press into line With Nati~nal Socialist

ideology. To this end he was ~iven Wide and specifiC powers.

His Sphere of jurisdiction included specifically:

1. The edministr~ti~n, publishino , and f~nancinG of

the Party press;

:.2. The establishment of newspapers by :r arty members (')r

affiliated associations;

3. The incorporati~n of newspBpprs into the rarty press

combine;

4. The apnointment of publishers and of their deputies;

5. The termina.tinn or alterati~n of contracts With

newspapers;

6. The appointment of Co~missars to supervise pub11shino

houses.

23l9-i S , OrE;anisat ionsbuch der NSDAJ I Organization
Book of tho NSDAi' (1937), p. 305.

In addition to controllin; the administration and finance of

the National Socialist publishin6 houses in the Gau, the ;ress

Leader headed up the Zentralverlag, the central publi Shin5 house

and holdin6 comp~y of the ent~re I~rty publishing machine and all

its official organs, such as Der Volkischer Beobachter, Der Angriff,

Der SA Mann, Das Schwarze Korpsl Die HJ, etc.

Interro!;ati~n of Max Amann, p._.__



It was one of the RL!rt s duties to turn all l'arty official

authorized to issue directives With the force of "law. In that

(Lt. raul Johnston)

2483-IS, Verf~bun6~n AnordnunRen B8kamtzab~n

(Decrees, Orders, and Official Announcements)
p. 468-9.

The heichsleiter f~r die ~ress, d.,ublin.; in his ce:-pacity as

capacity he issued certain reb~lations prohibiting the ownership of

expand the :.tarty publishing machine at the expense of nrm-party

newspapers by corporatio~s of any kind, except the NSDAi or such

preSident of the Reich iress Chbmber , exercised economic controls

over the entire German press. He made use of his position to

newspapers. As preSident of the heich Iress Chamber, he was

written by :carty mer.lb"rs to be offered, in the first place, to Eher

objective, a decree was passed which marle it mandatory for all books

monopoly for at least all political literature. To effectuate that

croups as he personally approved.

Verlag.

publishing into a lucrative proposition, and to set up an absolute

~,i " ..
r"o ,

23l5-;S, Das Recht der Reichskulturkammer (Law of
the Reich Culture Chamber) p. 121.

These decrees (a) had the effect of eliminatinG the Roman

Catholic ~ress and (b) enabled Amann to close down one or more

papers in particular locality lito safeu"Uard reaSonable standards of

competition ll where warranted by local conditionS and sound publish-

ing principles. Thus, the regulations prOVided the legal basis for

the pressure which was brought to bear on such publishinu firms as

Hu,;enber6, Ullstein. and others, in order to force them to sellout

to the ~arty. In tDis manner, the ~arty publishinG machine brew to

abSorb nearly the Whole independent press, and became one of the

wost lucrative business enterprises of the iarty. In Some inst~nces,

by Amann's oWn admission, the tactics enployed~in"tekin6Iover independ-

ent publishing enterprises were such that he disapproved but was

forced to 60 ahead by Hitler.

2315-i~, Das Recht der Reichskulturk~rnmer

Law of heich Culture Chamber ~. 121
also Interrogati~n Qf Max hmann, p. _

Amann 81so admi ttf'd the program and poliCY of the Nazis was

designed to absorb" the oPPosition 'Press and to llecure a firm srip



on the entire press and publishin~ business of the Reich.

Interrnesa.tiQn of Max Amann. -;.

d.~: ];arteia~liche ~ rufun>~sk(,\!l1miSsil'm Zum Schutze des
NS-Chrif'~UJn8 (Office :L c:rty ExamininG Commiss ion
f')r the irotect ton of Nat innal Socialist 'Oublica-
t ions--J. J. K) ~

(i) Functirms: The ..... K was charo'ed With the censorship

and superVision of all literature With cultural or politic~l

implications, Accordinb tn the iarty Manual:

liThe funct ional scope of the nffic ial xarty
Examinir.g Co~~iSsinn is nnt cnnfined to
anyone srnup of publicati0ns, but includes
the entire publishinG field. Thus the work
of the Officie.l iarty E~~Ji~inG Co~nission

is sub-divid8Q int~ dcp2~tments for books,
m26azines and newspapers, ~~t of these main
departments a groun of important special fields
have emerGed as more or less i~depcndent fields,
They are specifically the editin~ nf speeches,
scientifIc books, textbooks, sCientific period­
icals and the calendar as a Special tyPe of
!rlagazine. II

SpeCifically, the Examining Commission's functinn was to

protect National Socialist literature from attempts to destroy

its prop~andistic effect or to pe~vert its political and sccial

content, The ?arty Manual stated:

If It is the funct ion of the Examining Commiss ion
to protect the -at1onal Socialist literature
from abuse, corruption, and attempts at
dissalution. Thus it forestallS the infiltra­
tion of elements Within the National Sncialist
literature which ~re irreconcilable With it.

In addition the :L-iK concerned itself 1t:ith the actual

suppreSSion of literature incompatibl$ With lart~r tenets, and

With the approval of those works Which it deemed beneficial to

the extensinn nf the National Socialist ideolOGY' The. Farty

Manual speCified as follows:

ifF-art icularly it is the funct ion 0 f the
official iarty Examinin6 CommisSion to
determine Whether or not a work can be
conSidered Netirmal Socialist literature. If

This activity worked in close Collaboration with the Delegate

of the F~rer for the total SuperViSion of the Intellec·ual and

IdeoloE;ical Trainin6 and Educat.ion of the ?·eople. (hosenberb)

2319_.1S, Organisat ionsbuch dar l(SD_~ I Ort;anizat ion
Book of the KSD~ (1937), p, 337.

24'33-r'S, Verftlbungen AnQrdnungen Bekamt zaben
(.Decrees! Order & Official Annl)uncement~1

(Decree on mission of l ... K) p. ~67
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e. I'arty Training II

The B~auftre~te des Flhrers f1r die Uberwachung der
~.~~!J.·~~:..r:\~~L~t _:;'.l:L'?.fl_-,.~:i ~C:...Jj;.';;I) r,sCh?ulichen. ~1111lunf;
und.-.!.;:(l'~;:'::.:}!_'!}".IS....:::L :!\L~Ll( ')),:;J.~)r-·at.e of the Fi.til'er for
tl.e ':':.,)',;:->1. f>1JpeJvi8 ior. of tbe lr..te llectual and
Ideol0:3;:'ca1. 'l'rainin~ ane. Educat ion of the i- arty­
BdF)

Dele~ate of the Ft\.hrer • :." wa.s he ichsle iter Alfred

hosenoerb' defendant in this cause. The Of:ice of the BdF by deleca-

t ion of the Fiihrer, '.vas placed in cr.ero.;F. of the ~ ert~'l s intellectual

anQ iueolo~ical traininb ~nd educatinn. Its declered objective wes

the unifor::l ideolo..;ical orientation of the i c-rty, ~ arty formations I

and affiliated associat ions. Its main funct inns I in furtherance

of this ~bjective. were the preparation of suitable traininG materials

and the issuance of directives thereon; the prepar~tinn, editing and

establishment of curricula; the tr~ining of quali:ied teaching staffs:

the counseling of r f:..' ty agencies, format' nns. ane. affi lie.tes I on

dantent and met~ods of indoctrinatinn; and, specifically, the elimina-

tion of such reading and teachinb ~atprials as Were deemed inappropriate

from a National S~ci81ist point of view. To perform this multitude

of individual tasks, the defendant hosenberb operated With the help

of a large organization With numerous brenches and divisions cognizant

of specifiC functions.

2319-~S, Or~anisati~nsbuchder ~SD~ (organizatinn
~QL the i\SDJ,.i) (1937). p. 312.

The BdF had a major and decisive part in the work of thnse

l arty offices. ee';encies I orGE.niz6t irlns I format ions. affiliated

associations, and schools and training institutes run under their

auspices, which were instrumental in the indoctrination of the German

people, and speCifically, of the German youth.

2483_~S. Verfii~un~en hnnrdnungen Bekamtzab8n
(I'ecrees! Ordf'rs! e:nd Offic iel A...Tlnouncem,'nts )
p. 479

(2) By means of an elebor~tA Re~ch gnvprnment organization~ fhe

state organ of control was thp Rpichsministe~ium fiir Volksaufkl~runs

und Zropa;;;;anda (Reich Ministry for lopular Enli3;htenmfmt and lropagenda) .

The Ministp,r was J~sef Goebbels.

The :i"ropaganda !'Jlinistry \vas founded ·oy decree dated 13 larch 1933,

h
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which defined its duties as the "enlightenment of, and propaganda

~m~n&, the people on the subject of the policy of the Reich government

and on the national reconstruction of the hnmeland. t1

2Q29-LS, Erlass Uber die Errichtun6 des
Reichsministeri~~s_fUrV9lks~fklarun6 und
i ropaganda. (Decree establishin6 the Reichs
Ministry of &ublic En1iGhtenwent and LrOpa-

ganda) 13 e~ch 1933, 1933 Reichsbesetzblatt,
iart I, p. 104.

By decrpe datp.d 30 June 1933 the functions of the Minister

werf! expanded tn inc lude II jurisdict irm ovpr the who lp. field ()f

spiritual indoctrinati"n of the ncct irm, ~f prC'ipag&ndizing the State,

of cultural end ec~n("\mic propE'Gonc.a, of enlightenment of the public

et home and &broad; furthermore he is in charge of all institutionS

serving these purposes. 1I

2Q30_ES, Verorc.nun,; U.ber die Auf;~aben

des Reichsministeriums fftr Volksaufklarung
und 1 ropar';anda. (Decree concerning the duties
of the heich Ministry for iublic Enlicihtenmcnt
ancl l ropage.nda.) 30 June 1933, 1933 Reichs­
gesetzblatt, Lert I, p. 4~9.

The functions of the iropaganda Ministry Were dischar6ed by

a l<;.rge orgeniz&tion functionally divided.

The staff, which numbered lor(i pf'rsons in 1939-1940, was

drawn from reliable ~arty membPTs. In the wards of MU.ller, an

authority on the iropaganda Ministry:

II It is no co inc idence that c. majority of
the employees are old National Socialists
of Which al~ost 100 are bearers of the Gold
"iert~' I in II

2~34-"iS, MUller, Das Rpichsministerium fUr
Volksaufklc.rung und irooaganda )The heich
Ministry for reoples 11~nli6htenment and
~ropaganda) Berlin, 1940. I P .10.

A few of the mo~e important departments of the :ropaganda

].'jinistry, togpther With e. brief descriptinn of their respective

functions follows:

(a) Lropai~anda. ThiS department coordinated propaganda

policies .snd issued over-all d.irectives to the variolls functinnal

departments (press, radio, etc.) which then implemented the

directiveS.

(b) Foreign. This department was the Ministry's listening
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and ilK, controlled all German literary activities, c<'nsored new

(Lt. l'aul Johnston) "
eXplo it ing the infprmB,t i"'n :in Ger;nen propa.;c:nd a.
closed with the, A~slande9r5cniz~tinnder NSDAP.

(0) Radio. The defendant Hans Fritzsche hAC:.ded this department

(~) The Kilm De~artment was in charge of direct ins and
J

tf) Abteilun0 Deutsche lrpsse (German or Home iress Department).

arranged for the translation End censorship of foreign books.

(e) Literature. This agency, in close collaboration with BdF

time held the posit~on of heich Iress Chi'ef.

books, provided for the publication of German b~oks abroad, and

relit;lved in 1942 to take charge of the hadio Division. It was

the German weekly newsreel.

and oooperat8d With the rarty in the technical organization of German

The following departments \!lerE' und8r Otto Dietrich Who at the same

It supervised the political content of German broadcasting, issued

This department was headed by the defend&nt Fritzsche until he was

guidin~ the German film industry. censoring of films and devel~ping

directives as to the arraIl6em·'nt of programs and trea.tment of matArial,

, ,...
I",} • • ~ I •

'-;'" 'for the 'Our-oose of. , .
, 'It Blso coop()rr,t~c.

, ,

responSible for the political c~ntrol over the entire German press;

Specifically it controlled the editorial policy of the press and its

"

personnel (through the agency of the Reich iress Chamber-see below) •

and supervisf.d the dissemination of news thrnush the official German

News ~ency (DNE). The Home iress Division outlined the editorial

policy of all newspaperS Gnd the word of editors and journalists in

its daily directiv~s (Tendenz bertchte). These dealt With the daily

contents of the paper, the methods of tr0atment of news material,

the writing of headlines, the preference or omission of certain itemS,

and the toning down or droppin6 of current campai6ns. The directives

Were issued to the representbtiv8s of the press in p~rson or sent

tnrough the facilities of the DNB to the local pa~ers.

2434-iS, M~ller, ibid, p. 16-17
See also 2529_iS, Handbuch der heichs­
kulturkammer (193) (Handbook of Culture
Ohamber) p. 210- t"Thp detaile.dsupcrvis~(')n
of the press is not a function of the heichs
i resS Chamber. It is much more the' sphere
of oper£.t ions of the hMVI (Div. IV). The
benl r&l regu1~tions for Editors are safe­
ouarded by the Editorial Control Law and
by the establishment of the heich Association
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, (Lto' ·l'aui Jhhnstfln)

for the German Press Which is fully
ree.,ons~ble to the Ministry. II

German periodical literature in the sa~e ~anner as the Abteilung

Deutsche iresse controlled the daily press.

(h) Other divisionS were coe;;nizant of the Thee.tre. the Arts.

ttlUsic. Special Cultural Te.ske and Forei.;n Tourists.

2~3~_iS, M~ller. De.s heichministcrium f~r
VI) }k'3~-:vf..Y.J.£.n;.&::..1..mL~ rl)ua.,..;a.'19:.~, pp '__
(Tne Minis'~Y:r ()f iublic Enli.;;htenment
and :CropaiSanda) .
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of semi-autonomous rofe$sional organizations (Reichskultur­Reich Cham'ber of Culture- .

The Reich Chamber of C".lture "Tas set up in Septem'ber 1933 to con-

trol (under the supervision of the Propaganda Ministry and within the

framewor~ of general policy, directives issued by that activity) the

entire personnel in all fields of propaganda.

2082-PS, Reichskulturkarr~ergasetz (Culture Cham'ber
Law) 1933, 1933 Reichsgesetzblatt, Part I, p. 661.

Its tasks as descri'bed in the First Executive Decree of the above

law dated 1 Novem'ber 1933 were:

"To promote German culture as res00nsible to the
people and the Reich, to regulate the social and
economic relations of the different groups in the
cultural professi'Jns and to coordinate their aims."

24l5-PS, Erste Verordnung zur Durchfuhrung de6
Reichslrol t:.urkammergesetzes, (First Executive Decree
to Culture Chamber Law) 193~ Reichsgesetzblatt,
Part I, p. 797.

The Reichskulturkammer was a so-called "Nachgeordnete Dienstatelle"

(Subordinate office) of the Propaganda t'.inis try. Together "ri th its

aubordinated Cham'bers it "ras charged '.ri th keeping a check on all per-

sonne1 active in any field under the j11risdiction of the Propaganda

l'dnis try. All persons employed in the cultural professions ,.rere 0"011-

gated to register with one of the subordinate Chambers. The Chambers

",rere likewise responsible for checking on the activi ties anc. political

relia'bility of their members. The Chan:bers, moreover, '..rere given po'''er

to prosecute mem'bers offending against Nati standards or persons pur-

suing their occupation without being duly registered. Their punitive

powers included exclusion from membership, which was tantamount to the

loas of livelihood. Also, the Chambers '}Terf' given -P0'''er to issue dir-

eetives, which had the validity of la''', and to regulate the cultural

activitiee under their control.

2529-PS, liandbuch der Reicps~~lturka~ (Handbook
of R~ch Cultu,r..!Lgh<1.m,ll_er), 1937, P.,J. _

Orranizations

The President of the 0hamber of Culture "TH6 the rJ.inister of Prop-

aganda, Joseph Goebbels, '..rho nominated the Vice-Presidents. In 1937,

the latter ,.rere the defendant WAL'rF.lt F1.J1\IK, lvJL"{ AMAln{ (Reich Leader of

the Press) and LEOPOLD ~uTT~ (Secretary of State in the Propaganda

Ministry) •
k.
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2529-PS, Handbuch der Reichs- Kulturkammer
(Handbook of Hvich Culture Chamber), 1937, p. _

There were seven functional chambers:

1. Reichspressekammer (Reich Press Chamber). Max Amann was

president of this chamber. The Press Chamber '.re.s, to a greater extent

than the other chambers, a loose association of technical bodies and

organizations, suc as the Reich h.Esociation of German Ne'.vspaper rublish-

era. It integrated the activities of these groups ani, through the

comp~sition of its governine body, ensured close coordination with ?arty

and State propaganda ~achinery.

25~~..::PS, ibid., p. 210 et seq.

This chamber supervised the activities of all architect, interior de-

corators, landscape gardener 0 , sculptors, painters, draftsmen, art ~ub-

lishers, etc. By 1937, all other art groups and associations had been

dissolved, and all their members "obligated by profession" to join thie

chamber,·o 0 0 had been incorporated therein.

2529-PS, ibid, p. 41

3. Reichsmus5.kkammer:, (Reich Music Chamber). This Chamber '''as

organized to "oversee the practice and. activity of musicians in their

C'L'.ltural, economic, and legal relationships with the world.. in

order that music will still remain a ~r&zed possession of the German

people ."

4. Reichstheaterkammer (Reich Theater Chamber). The Theater

Chamber was the professional organization for the entire field of the

professional theater. Its purpose was to suoervise and promote the

II cultural , social and economic conditions of the professions 'hich it

includes". Actual censorship of stage:production '"as the resDonsibili ty

of the Reichsdramaturg.

2529-PS, ibid, p. 245, 247.

5. Reichsfilmkammer (Reich Film Chamber~). The primery function

of this Cham'ber "ras to lift the film industry "out of the sphp.re of

liberal economic thoughts" by giving ita sound ec:momic foundation and

1·



Lt. Paul Johnston,
USNRthus enable it to .lreceive those tasks \.rhich it has to fulfill in the

National Socialist State".

2529-PS, ibid, p. 273-?74.

6. Reichsschrifttumskammer (Reich Chamber of Literature). The

Chamber of Literature was cognizant of all persons concerned ",i th the

"basic production" (",riting and publishing" f)f literature. It '''as re-

aponsible for protecting the writers "from undesirable elements ll and

to keep out of the book market everything "unGerman. 1I It had the

further function of bringing literature to the ueople and making the

writer more lIa",are of his duty to the nation. 1I It is further pointed

out in the description of the functions of this office in the Handbook

of the Culture Chamber that primary responsibility for critical

evaluation and censorship of literature are functions of the Progaganda

Ministry and other offices.

2529-P~, ibid, p. 136.

7. Reichsrundfunkkammer (Reich gadio Chamber). The importance

of the ra.dio in the l~ational Socialist State was emphasized in the

Official gazette of the Reich Culture Chamber. It ','as therein stated

that the radio \.ras the most immediate propaganda instrument of the

~ational Socialist leadership, that the ideal and cultural life of the

nation could be shown 'ttotallyll in and through the radio, and that since

the radio consti tuted II the most important technical means of influenc-

ing the masses" it \I]as necessary to es tablish a IIclose tie be tllreen the

radio and the ilarty. II

Functions of the Radio Chamber included: IImobilizing of all

technical possibili ties of broadcasting ll , "bringing the people closer

to radioll, planning the manufacture of cheap receiving sets, and propa-

ganda in connection with the drive for new listeners.

2529-PS, ibid, p. 301, 304-305.
m.


