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ACTS DONE IN CARRYING OUT THE CCNSPIRACY

THE ACTUIRNIG CF TOTALITARIAN CONTROL OF GERMANY: POLITICAL.
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1. First Steps in Acquisition of Control of State Machinery.

a. The Nazi ﬂonqurators first sought _control of State lach-

inery by force. _“he unich Putsch “of 1923, aimed at the
overthrew of the Teimar quubllc by direct action, | fdlled.

On & Noverber 1923 occurred the so-called lunich Putsch.

During the evening, von Kahr, State Commissioner General of Bavaria,

was spealinz at the Blirgerbraukeller in Munich, Hitler and other

Nazi leaders appeared, supported by the Sturmabteilungen (Storm Troops)

and other fighting groups. ‘Hitler fired a shot and announced that a

Nationalist Revolution setting up a dictatorship had taken place,

There followed a conference after vhich von Kahr, von Lossow, and

Colonel of Police von Seisser, announced they would cooperate with

Hitler and that a "Provisional National Government" was established

as follows:

Reich Chancellor Adolf Hitler
Ieader of the National Army Gen, von Ludendorff
Reich !fnister of War von Lossow

Reich Minister of Police von Seisser

Reich Finance Minister Feder

It was also announced Kahr would be State Administrator for Bavaria,

Pghner would be Bavarian Prime Minister and the défendant Frick

lunich Police President. Kahr, Lossow and Seisser then departed.

During the night the latter group alerted the police, brought troops

to Munich. and announced that their consent to the Putsch had been

obtained by force., The afternoon of the next day, Hitler, Ludendorff

and their supporters attempted to march into the cgater of Munich.

Felderrnhalle the procession met a patrol of police) shots were ex-

changed, and men ori both sides were killed. The defendant, Hermann

Goering, was wounded, the Putsch was broken up, the Party and its

organization "@re declared illegal and its leaders, including Hitler,
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and the defendants Frick and Streicher were arrested, The defeadant
Rogsenberz, teo-=cther ith Amann and Drexler, tried to keep the Party
together after it lLed been forvidien. Hitler and others were later
tried for high treason. At the trial Hitler admitted his participa-
tion in the foregeinr attempt to s2ize control of the State by force.
He was convicted and centenced o impriconment.

2532.-PS, _Ravie, Das Dritte Reich (The Third
Beich) p- 103- 106,

2404-PS. _Der Hitler Prozess (The :itler Trial).
Revort of Hitler's sﬂeech in his ovwrn defense.
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Tae Nezi Conspirators then seb ont tinrough the Nazi Party
to unde“mlﬂe and carture the uer'an Governmeru bT "“egal“

fo*ms squortea QJ tsrrorisu.
(1) Iﬂ 1925, the Nazi Party vas reorcanized and began a
carpaign Lo Securé support. framuie“man voters through-
out_ +‘c nation.

On 26 February 1925, the Voliischer Becbachter, the of-
ficial newspaner of the National Socialist German 'Jorker's Party
(NSDAF) apneared for the first time after the Munich Putsch, and on
the following day Hitler made his first speech after his release from

prison. He then bezan to build anew the organization of the Party.

2532-PS.. duhlql Das Dritte Reich (The Third Reich)

P

vp. 126, 127

In May 192¢, the Nazi Party received 2,67 of the total vote

—

and obtained 12 out of 491 seats in the Reichstag. In September 1930

the Nazi Party polled 1&€.3% of the total vote and won 107 out of 577

seats in the Reichstag, In July 1932, it received 37.3% of the total
vote cast and von 230 out of 40 seats. In November 1932, it polled
33.1% of the vote and won 195 out of 584 seats in the Reichstag.

2514-PS, Statistisches Jahrbuch fur Das Deubsche
“eucﬂ'(ﬁtaxlctlcal Yearbook for the German Heich)

153_, Pe 539.

(2) Hitlsr asserted his party sousht poiwer only by lezal

s B )

gprnu.

In November 1934, Hitler, speaking of the lfunich Putsch
of 1923 said:
b
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"It gave me the opportunity to lay down the new
tactics of the Party and to pledge it to ler~a7 %

2741~PS._Volkischer Beobachter, 10 November 1934

In Sepvember 1931, Hitler, testifying at the trial of three
officers of the Reichsiiehr in leipzig, who were accused of high treason,
was asked, ""hat is your idea cf the Third Reich?", to which EHitler

replied, "The Constitution gives us the ground on vhich to wage our

battle but not its aim. e shell become menbers of all constitutional

bodies, and in this manner make the Party the decisive factor. Of
course, vhen we possess all constitutional rigzhts we shall then mould

the State into the form that we consider to be the right one," Hitler

was then asked, "So you intend to work onlv alon-~ consvitutional lines?"
& [ -

He replied. "Yes",

2512-PS. Frankfurter Zeitung, 26 February 1931,
PR 1, 2.
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he purpose of the Nazi conspirators in participeting

et e e A ‘ 3 -
in elections and in the Reichsteg was in fact to under-
mine the varliamenmtary system of the Republic and to

revlace it with a dictatorship of their own.

1]

Thie the lazi censpirators themselves meke clear. The de-
fendant Frick 'wrote in 1927:

"There is no National Socialict and no racialist who
expects any kind of manly Germen deed from that gos—
sip club on the Xoenigsplatz and who is not convineed
of the necessity for direct action by the unbroken
will of the German people to bring about their
spiritual and physical liberatior. But there is a
long road ahead. ter the failure of November, 1923,
there was no choice but to begin all over again and
to strive to bring about 2 change in the spirit and
determination of the most valuzble of our racial coms
rades, as the indispensible prerequisite for the suc-
cess of the coming fight for freedom. Our activities
in parliament must be evaluated as merely part of
this propaganda work."

"Cur participation in the perliament does not indicate
2 support, but rather an undermining of the parlia-
zentarian system. It does not indicate that we re-
nounce our anti-parliamentarian attitude, but that

we ore fighting the enemy with his owm weapons and
thot we are fighting for our National Socialist goal
from the parliamentary platform,"
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27L2-PS, Naticnalsozialisti sches J"hr"‘ucn

_{:'Ta'bional Socialist Ye“rbooky 1627. 12.£

On 30 Aprdl 192€, the FNazi conspirstor Goebbels wrcte in
his paper "Der Angriff":

e enter warliarent in order to supply curselves,
in the arscaal of democracy, vith its ovn weapons,
"le become neziders of the Reichsteg in order to para-

yze the "feimar sentiment with its own assistance.
If democracyr is so stupid ns to zive us free tickets
and per diem for this "blockade" {Bzrendienst), that
is its om affair.t

Ind later in the same article he continued:
'MYe do not come as friends, nor even a2s neutrals. Ve
cone &s enenies: As the wolf bursts into the flock,

50 We come,!

2500-P3. Goebbels, Der Angriff: Aufsabtze aus der
Komefzeit 7‘: ay up from the. Time of Stmlzg.;. ) Dal 1L
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ophlet published in 1935, the Nazi conspirator Goebbels

"If democracy vermitted us to use democratic methods
in the time of our opposition, it wzs because this
wag necessary under o democratic svstem. Ve National
Socialists have never maintained that we were rep-
resentatives of a democratic viswpoint, but we have
orenly declared that ve only mede use of 2 democratic
means in order to gain power, and that after the
seizure of pover we would rﬁ.rtirzlesslvr deny to our
opponents all those means vhich they had granted to
us during the tie of our opposition,”

2412-PS, Geabbels, "lesen und Gestalt Netional-
soz:. .l.a.uI'"LlS (ﬁsturﬂ and Form of Nation~l Social-
mj—m _.9, 20,

A lending Nazi vriter on Constitutional law, Ernst Rudolf
Huber, later "rote of this period:

"The parliamentary battle of the NSDAP had the
single purpose of destroying the parliamentary
system from within through its own methods, It
wr.s necessary above all to make formel use of
the possibilities of the party-state system but
to refuse real cooperation and thereby to render
the parliamentary system, which is by nature
dependent upon the responsible cooperation of
the opposition, incapable of action,"

2033-PS. Huber, Verfassungsrecht des Grossdeutschen

Reiches (Const itut:.on;.l Lew of the Greater German
Reich) 1939, p. 31
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The N2zi mcnbers of the Reichstag conducherd +hwepe “vo2 - o

.
n storm troop unit. Vhenever represcentatives of the government or tho
democratic parties spoke, the Nozil members morchéd out in o body in
studicd contempt of the speaker, or cntered in o body to intcerrupt the
speaker, thus meking it physically impossible for the Reichstog Presidert
to maintnin order. In the casc of spenkors of opposition partics, the
Nozi members constantly interruntoed, often resorting to lengthy ~nd spur-
ious parliamentary mencuvers, with the result that the schedule of the
session was thrown out of genr., The tactics of disturbances of parlia-
mentary proccedings cmployed by the Nezis finally culminated in physical

attacics upon membsrs of the house as well ~s upon visitors,
1-83. Affidavit Gerhart H. Seger. 21 July 1945, p. 7

In o letter of 24 August 1931 to the defendant Rosenberg,
Hitler deplores an article inmolkischer Beobachter! the effect of which
is to prevent undermining of support for the then existing form of govern-
ment snd says: "I myself am travelling 21l over Germmny to nchicve

exactly the opposite,!

O47-PS. _Original lettor 24 August 1931 to Rosenberg
signed by Hitler.

(4) The Mozi consvirntors sumnortcd their "leeal™
ctivitics by terrorism.

(2) The Nnzi conswirotors erented md utilized as o
P-rtr formation the Strumcbteiluneen (S.A.) A
semi-militnry voluntary orsnniz tion of young
men trained for ond committed to thc usc of
violcnce, whose mission Wos to nrxo thu 1c_Party
the mester of the streets.

Ti Sed. wns orgonized in 1921. It was a voluntary organ-
igation of roung men trained for violencec. It was organized on military
lines from the stert, and military features of its training and organ-
ization became more proncunced in later years. As the name Storm Troops
indicntes, members were committed to the usc of violeunce in support of po-
litical activity of the Hezi Party. The S.A. took part in the Munich Put-
sch. Aftor the Nazi Party wos reorganized in 1925, the S.A. continued
to be the fighting organizntion of the Hozi conspirators and their
Party.

Sec triol brief submittcd in sunport of that scction

of Appendix B ~-of thé indictrment which denls | wlth
the S.A.
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While discussing his ideas as to the place vhich the S.A.
siould play in the political activity of kis Party, Hitler states
its mission as follows:

"hat we neecded and still need were and are not
a hundred or two hundred reckless conspirztors,
but a hundred thousand and a second hundred
thousand fighters for our philosophy of life.
e should not wori in secret conventicles, but
in mighty mass demonstrations, and it is not by
dazger and poison or pistol that the road can be
clcared for the movement but by the concuest
of the streets. Ve must teach the Marxists tnat
t e future master of the streets is Naticnal
ocialism, just as it will some day be the master
£ the statel,

4CL~PS. Hitler, Mein Kamof (M Battle).(41lst ed) p 60

In an official publication of Headsuarters of the S.A., it
is stated:

"Possession of the street is the key tc State
pover: That is what the S.hR. morched for and
fou ht forh,

2168 - PS, Beyer, Die 8.4, (The 5.4.) p. 9

(b) ,The Nazi conspirctors, often cmnloving the S.A.
for the purpose, used physical violence and terror
to breal up meetings of volitical opponents, and
to prevent opnosition or debate in their owa
geebings.

Troups of Netionzl Socialists inveded meetings of the
Deutsche Fricdensgeseilschaft (Peace Society) interrupting the specker,
attempting to attack him, and endeavoring to make sufficient disturbence
so that the meetings would have to be cancelled,

1-83. Affidavit Gerhart H. Seger, 21 July 1945. p.

During the cempaign for ‘the clecetion of 14 September 1930,
the Nazi conspirators resorted to similer tactics in cn effort to break
up mectings of political opponents. In mectings arranged for their own
speakers, storm troopirs prevented anyone conmcctced with the opposition
from taking the floor. On the other hand, the Nazis scnt speakers intg
meetings of other nolibical partics accompanicd by mmny storm troopers,
oftcn physically taicing over such meetings,

1-83. Affidovit Gernart H. Seger. 21 July 1945 p. 6.
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their opronerbs vith orgsnized reprisals ond

terror.

During the course of the trial of three officers of the

Reichswehr in Leipzig for high treason in Septenber 1931, Hitler said:

gallery.

"But may I asewre you that if the Mational Socialist
tiovement is victoriocus in its struzele, a Nazi

Court of Justice will be esteblished; November 1918
will be avenged and heads will rolln,

This threat was grected with shouts of "Bravo" from the

<510-PS. Fronkfurter Zeitung, 26 September 1931,

-
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he delandant Frick wrote in the Netional Socislist Year-

book for 1930:

"lio wonder that as the situation of the cntire
German people, s well as that of the individual
racial comrade, grows rapidly worse, incrcased
numbers are realizing the incompetence of the
parlismentarian eystem, and ro wonder that even
some who arc responsible for the present system
desrerately cry for a dictntorship. This however,
will net save them from thelr fate of onc day
being called to account before a German State
Tribunal.®

2743-PS. Natiomlsizialistisches Johrbuch (Na-
tional Socialist Yearbook, 1930. p. 178

On 7 Cctober 1929, the National Socialist District lcader

Terboven said in o mecting in Essen:

"This weokness is espoeially known to Severing,

"ho symbolizes the present State, and he intends

to render a service to the State, vhich is breath-
inz its last; but this too will no longer save the
present corrupt parliamentarian system . . . But

I give such = dictatorship only four wecks. Then
the reople will awnken, then the National Socialists
will come to power, and then therc will not be
enciz lamp posts in Germony . ., "

"The National Socialists will march into the now
Reichstag with thirty members; then there will be
blrek oyes every day in this Reichstag; thus this
corrupt parliamentarian system will be further dis-
credited; disorder and chaos will set in, and then
the Notional Socialists will judze the moment to
heve crrived in which they ere to seize the politi-
cal power.,!




2513-PS. Confidential Report Police Division
Prussian Ministry of Intoriorn. 1930

On 18 October 1929, the defendant Frick, while discussing

the Young Plan in a meeting in Pyritz, said:

In
of the Foreign

member of that

Cn
to death for a

condcmned mon:

"This fateful struggle will first be taken up with
the ballot, but this camnot continue indefinitely,
for history has tought us that in a battle, blood
must be shed, and iron broken. The ballot is the
beginning of this fateful struggle. % are deter—
nined to promulgate by force that which we prcach,
Just as lussolini exterminated the Marxists in Italy,
so must we also succced in accomplishing the same
through dictatorship and terror, !

2513-PS. Confidential Aeport Police Division
Prussian Ministry of Interior. 1930

December 1932, the defondant Frick, at that time Chairman

affeirs Committee of the Reichstag statcd to o fellow

(d;

"Don't worry, then we are in power we shall put
21l of you guys into coricentration camps, "

I~83. Affidovit Gerhart H, Segcor. p. 9.

The Nozi conspirators menifested approval of acts of

terrorism committed by subordinstes,

22 huzvst 1932, five National Socialists werc condemned

mrder in the townm of Potempa. Hitler wired to the

"Iy Comrades! Faced with this terrible blood
sentence, I feel myself bound to you in unlimited
faithfulness. Your liberty is from this moment a
question of our honor. To Tight asninst a Govern-
ment under which such a thing could hapmen is our
duty",

2532-PS. Runle, Das Drittc Reich (The_Thirg
Reich) p. 227.

2911-PS, Deutsche feichseeschicnte in Dokumenten

(History of the Gormin Roich in Docuwients) Vol. &
Telezram from Hitler. . 495

Goering, two days loter sent the following telesram to the

condemnad men:

"In namcless embitterment and rage against the ter-
ror sentence which has struck you, I promise Jyou,
'Y Comrades, that our whole fight from now on will
be for your freedom, You arc no murderers. You
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have dcfended the life and the honor of your
Comrcdes. I sond to jour fridvsco ! L.
Lariks whieh I have received from your ;r*-ndu.
Be courageous. lore than 14,000,000 of the best
Germans have made your interest their own!,

»

2534-PS. _Volkischer Beobachter, 26 August 1932

On 2 Sepbember 1932, the death sentences wore conmuted to

imprisonment for life. 1In 1923, after the Nagzis enme into power, the
five werc set frec,

2532-PS. _Ruhle, Das Dritte Reich (The Third Reich)
P. 227 ‘

Soon aftcr coming to power the Nazi conspirators took steps
to grant o general omnesty for all unlawful acts, including scts of
violence, committcd by their adherernts in course of their struggle for
power. (n 21 Mrrch 1933, = deerce was promulgated, siszned by von Hinden-
berg, Hitler ond by the defendants Frick and von Papen gronting amesty

¢ 21l those ™o committed punishable acts in the struzzic for the
nationnl uprising of the Germen people or in preparation therefor or
in the struzzic for Germon soill.
2q 1=‘S, Verordnung des Pclchspr"smcnten u'bor
3 'L"mrur;g_ von Stn ffreiheit LDecrco of the

v1 P'“(.Sidun_"b r'\.nt. ing Amnesty) 21 larch 1933,
1’333 Pcachsecsctzbl«_.tt Part I, p. .'L,}...




