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Translation ay Wats J<nuth

Interrogation of General Georg R.Thomas
by Captain Nordon
at Reservelazarett Falkenhaus i.Taunus

9 November 1945,

General Georg R, Thd%’é, General of Infantry, retired, made the followin-g
statemnent:

I was born in Forst, Leusitz, on 20 February 1890.

In x3% 1908 I entered the German Army as Fahnenjunker.

In 1910, in World Wer I, I was promoted to the officer rank.

With the rank of Captain, I was a member of the Interallied Committee
on the Plebiscite in East Prussia, in 1922.

In 1323 I was promoted Chief of Company: from 1924 to 1927 I served
as Captain in the Wehrkreiskomnando ( District Command of Army Corps??)

From 1928 to 1934 I served in Heereswaffenamt (Ordnance Dept.), last as local
xx Chief of Staff. Highest position held at that time: Colonel.

1934 - Chief of the Institution of Economics (Wirtschaftsstab), Headquar-
ter,s Staff, of the Wehrmacht: that same position I held until January
31, 1942 - General of Infantry.

At the beginning of the war it was converted into War Economics and
Armements Institute (Wehrwirtschafts- und Ruestungsamt) .

{n 1942 - meyerainmwhix after several months' service, simultaneously,
as Chief of Office in Armements Office (Ruestungsamt) I hed a clash with
Spe er and, In October, 1942, I withdrew again from that position.

From February 1, 1942 until October 10, 1942, the day of my arrest, I
wes to nold myself ready to execute orders of OKW, but I was not on active
duty. 10 October, 1944, following an order given by Hitler, I was arrested
by the Gestago. Reason for being arrested - suspicion of complicity
in xke high treason &¥x¥mst and alleged sabotaze of armesment. In the be-
gininz - until 17 February 1945, Gestapo neld me in s cellar; until
9 April I was kept in concentration ceamp F1 ossenburg and from thence
was moved to Dachau. From there I was moved away to the Dolomite mountains
and late in April, 1945, I was freed by the American General Girod.

The Fritzsch affa ir occurred in February, 1938. Shortly thereafter
2 group of opposition, directed ag inst Hitler, began to form - involved
were Witzleben, Beck, Oester, Canaris, Dohnaye, Olbricht, Count Brock-
dorf, Stuelpnagel, Wagmer, Fellgiebel and I - as members of the Army.
As civilians were involved: Goerdeler, Popitz, Kotazhxfixe¥n Ambassador
Hassel, Dr.Joseph Mueller, State Secy. Plank, Gisevius, - at a later
date members of trade union organizations joined the movement through
Goerdeler.

hl layed a dubious part. I am of the opinion that Diehls too
soon %&ea—tge Yamp Oi Hitler's enemies and my 8roup never had complete
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confidence in him. I believe Diehl is a very able man, but as far as his
character is concerned, he is not entirely unobjectioneable. He hsd
married Goering's half-sister - later divorcing her,

Schacht : Until late in 1936 Schacht represented the elements who
believed Hitler qualified to lead Germany back esgain to prosperity: at the
same time he always declined to join the Party., Schacht's positiomxxf oppe-
sition to Goering,mmxnverppramsunsodxs Feder (Hitler's adviser in financial
matters] in the beginning, Himmler, Goebbels, Ley, was very pronounced.
Until 1936 Schacht objected to the extremely heavy strain placed on the
Reich's finances through armement expenditures. Beginning 1937, Schacht's
attitude changed and then sew in Hitler's politics the greatest menace.

Early in 1937, until the end of 1938, Schacht revised his position and
offered opposition to:

a) Hitler's Nuremberg laws (Jews) .

b) TEEXXKEHEXEINERX Menner of dealing with Churches.

¢) Education of youth.

d) Hitler's financial manipulations.

e) Muzzling of the law inthmnx inside of the country, through Hitler,
f) Hitler's breaches of agreements with foreign countries.

Since the end of 1938 Schact maintained loose contact with our group of
opposition. According to my knowledgze, Schacht did not take part in
July 20 plot. In the years 1938-39 Schacht ceme out into the open with
his opposition to the war,

Hitler, Keitel, Jodl, Ribbentrop, Goering, Frick, and I - as well as
the Commanders in Chief of the three categories of the armed services,
Brauchitsch, Raeder and Goering, - that this was the small circle of
elements which planned and discussed the war. My opinion was never sought;'
since 1936 I never had any more occasion to see Hitler for reporting and in
the course of the war I had but once occasion to speak to Hitler, That was

I know that Schact had no knowledge of the march into Austria. As
far as I know, neither Schacht nor any other Minister - except for the
small circle referred to ebove - participated in any of the secret meetings
helld for discussion of the wdr,

Falkenhausen: In the winter 1939/1940 F, came to see me in my apartment
and sought mimememd my advice and that of Popitz on the question of the

situation in its entirety and the possibility of an opposition to Hitler,
Early in 1940 P, told me that if i Yok 2 A mxhenfonroedxawtixm the

government could be forced out, he woul beready to marc in at the head
of his troops from Belgium, with a view to overwhelming any possible
resistance offered by SS. Stuelpnagel made a decluration along the same line.
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Falkenhausen's reputation in Hitler's head guarters was bad, he was said

to have been too lenient with the Belgiens. Through Ribbentrop,Hitier's
order reached Falkenhausen to return from China % where he collaborated with
the Chinese Army xxxk fighting egainst Jepan, to Germany. At the same time
the menace was made that should he fail to heed the order, he would be
deprived of his pension and all other personal rights.

Blombergs: I blame b, slong the following lines:
1) On 30 June 1934, B. permitted the assassination of Schleicher and the
other officers, without offering any opposition.
2) At the time of Hindenburg's death, B, accepted without opposition that
the Wehrmacht took the oeth of allegiance on Hitler and not on the consti-
tution.
3) It is B. who planted the seed of national socislism in the Army and,
as a result of his personal we-ekness,toward Hitler, his contribution to
national socielism's taking root quickly in the Wehrmacht is considerable.

£ollow

Keitel: In a very pronounced menner K. continued to/t}ccll'g:xthe line
established by B. as regards nacification of the Wehrmacht. Special assistance
in that respect was given Keitel by General Reinicke, at a later date Chieg
of the National Socialist Stalff of Leaders. XK. was a very week character mix
and his servitude to Hitler grew from month to month, w ith the resudt thet
at last he completely belonged to him, Before the war K. was never disposed
to Zive ear to the warnings which ceme to him from his subordinates én the
subject of Hitler's terror methods regarding the Jews, the Churches and the
Law:: nor to offer opposition. He was not willing to stand upxfax before Hitler for
my very serious zawsExm misgivings which I uttered mixtimxhwmgix, before the
war egainst a beginning of the war, and in the course of the war against
ite continueation,

(1938 - November - when I attended an OKW meeting with Goering in the
capacity of a spectator.)

Jodl: My blame against Jodl is that notwithstanding his full training
and experience as an officer of the General Staff, he approved of type of
warfare according to Hitler's pettern and that until the end of the war he
executed all measures ordered by Hitler for the carrying through of the
wer. I believe thet Jodl was a nazi by conviction.

Brauchitsch: 1) My reproach against him is zThxbxduninxnthen at the time
tne Fritsch affair took place, he assumed his new position without making

any attempt to reestablish Fritsch's bonor. 2) The menner of financing the
divorce, 3) B, was not a member of the circle of opposition. When I
conmunicated to him - through Halde_:;_:_/tha possibility of obviation of the war,
WEEX /the Vatikean report on

he refused his support to any kind of forceful measure sgeinst the Hitler
rezime. T rgaga?ned at the time after financing the divorce. B. hed
contracted &/ pac

with Hitler & nd, evidently endorsed the conviction that
under prevailing conditions & change of government would be impossible.More

than that, after Halder, Breuchitsch even contemplated my arrest at that time.
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Halder prevented that. B. deserves the bleme that he failed to offer Qppo &k
tion or that he resizned from kis position, et the outbresk of the war, Ex
&nd smhxhiexctimsmaflx when hostilities egainst Russie sterted, unless it be
that he took the seme attitude es Hitler's was. As far es I know B. began
to oppose Hitler 's plan at the time the reverses af at Moscow. I do not
believe thet B. was & nazi sccording to his conviction.

Halder: H has et all times been a foe of the Nazi Regime. At the time
of the outbreek of the war he was too week to enforce his ideas against those
of Ereuchitsch. Afifmxmiohenaniiomnsiod R Lo SEERRESY b ba 4 omsmpnrextae

After the outbreak of the war he was in sympethy with espiretions to bring
gbout the downfall of Hitler's government. Through me and through his
cOnnection with Beck Helder had comtact with the opposition circle, end in

& letter addressed to Goerdeler Le stated th-t in cese of emergency the Army
would be loysal to its duty also sgainst the Hitler regime. I believe it

is out of the question vhet h. wes bribed in any menner.

Warlimont: bBefore the wer he made the personel esdmission thet be ie
en adherent of Hitler. He did not join the opposition circle. In the begin-
ning W. was my subordinate, - a very intelligent end clear thinking person,
with emple experience in Europe, lmerice, and social $§PHEIEL4Nelified.
Many foreign contacts. As long es he worked under my orders he shared

ny attitude of opposition to Nationel Socialism., Keitel sent W. to Franco
in Spein! With his return EEximx began his politicel reorientetion to be
apperent. I consider W to be very smbitious. Before the wer clearly en-
dorsed Hitler's idees: in the course of the war he mede the stetement on
various occasions that he does not epprove of Hitler's meesures, but that in
view of his conception of thé sense of duty he must continue to meirtein kx
his position &nd activity. As a result of a misteke made by one of Hitler's
sutordinates, W. was relieved of his position in the course of the Agrice
cempeign: 24 hours leter, however, he was reestablished. I hold ageinst

W. that incidentel to this occurrence he did not withdérew from his position.

Las Rommels told me that - upon order from Hitler - General Burgdorf, =at
that time Chief of the Personnel Office, poisoned Rommel.

Mennstein: I am of the opinion thet s at no time wes a Nazi., His
wife was one and endeavored to exert her influence along that line, M. did
not belong to the cirecle of opposition, but I do know that Genersl Eeck re-
peefiedly wrote M. on that subject. At the time he wee in the siege of
Leningrad he sent word to me (i.eMennstein) that the time for ligquidetion
of Headquarters hed not come yet, but that it would come.

Mies Schwerte: she wes the daughter of General Schwerte, living in Berlin
West., Gisevius knows her acdress; likewise Mrs. Struenk - in Frankfurt,
ALbornstrasse 4,

I believe th:t Canari's diery, which the Gestapo found in Dolnaye's
garden can only be & copy.



