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Yeracity: Believsd reliabdle.
Report ¢ Hitler's Intervention in the Dispute betweea Hungary and Reumanias,

While Hitler was still ocoupied with events which followsd the armis—
tice in France, the first signs of crisis ia Eastern EZurope appeared, As early
as June 1940, Russia undertoek the military occupation of Iithuania, lLatvia, and
Estonia, and organized lecal politics so efficiently inm these countries that
by the beginning ef August they asked Bussia's "permission" te enter the Soviet
Unlen. Since Ribbentrop had dissassociated the German Foreign Office from the
fate of the Baltic republics in 1929, these events by themselves would not have
affected Germany further, bdbut in June 1940 Russia put pressure on Reoumania,
finally presenting an ultimatum which ferced the possession of Bessarabia and part
of Bucovina fer the purpese ef establishing a Meldavian Soviet Republie, Thereby
Russia regained dack control ever the mouth ef the Danube which she had exercised
up te the end ef World War I.Bulgaria capitalised eon Reumania's plight by renewing
its demand for the decession of seuthern Debruja; Germany acted as mediater in
the contreversy to prevent a mere serieus cenflict from arising between the twe
countries. At this peint, hewever, Hungary further complicated the situation with
an attack upon and the fercidle seisure frem weakened Roumania of Siebenduergen
(Transglvania), which Bungary had to c=de im 1920, Thus danger of & serious cen~
flagration in seuth-sastern Turepe, which the axis powers had hoped to aveid became
acute, first because ef the extreme importance of Reumanian eil te the presecutien
of the war, second because of ignsorance of Russian policy en the matter, Hitler
and Ribbentrep, therefore, reselved to intervene im the disputes, whereupoen
Bungary teek great pains to cenvince the German gevernment of the Jjustice
of its demands, and King Carel ef Reumania resorted a personal letter te Adelf
Hitler fellewing the breakdewn ef the direct negetiations between Reumania and
Hungary at Tarn=Severin, Germany and Italy Jjeintly iavited Reumania and Hungary
tea conference in Vienna, which resulted in the Vignna Settlement on Siebenbusrgen
on 30 August 1940,

It had not been the eriginal intent of the axis pewers te make a territerial-award
at this conference, Ribbentrop came te the cenclusien finally however, that this
was the enly way in which a quick settlement ef the dispute could bde ferced;

vhen the Reumanians and the Hungarians arrived in Vieana, therefers, thep were first
confrented by a demand by Ribbentrep and Ciane that they subject themselves

te arbitration by Germany and Italy. The settlement stipulated that Roumania cede
the morthern part of Siebenbuergen te Hungary, essentially im accerdane with a
boundary-line which Hitler had marked eut with his fiager en a map a fev days
earlier, remarking thereby that the line ceuld not last leng,
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When this award ef territery mas announced, Manmuilescu, the Rumanian fereiga
minister vas severely shakem; the first reaction of the Hungarians, on the
other hand was unrestrained cheering., In Bucharest moreever, King Carel set
up General Antonescu as dictater and abdicated his threne.

The most impertant facter affectimg the further gemeral pelitical develepment

of this dispute was Hitler's guarantee of the future severeigaty ef Rumania, which
vas anneunced te the Rumanian foreign mimister by Ribbentrep at the time ef the
announcement of the territerial avard., Thereby Germany teok under its pecial pre-
tectien & state in vhich Russia war particularly interested, and which formed the
land bridge between Russia and the Balkanm peninsula, This pelitical step ef
Germany inte the Black Sea area was the first serious sign of a pelitical stera
between Berlin and Moscew te arise since the cenclusion of the Hescew agreements
by Ribbentrep ia August and September 1939, The German ambassador te Mescew attempt-
od to explain the German step in its true light te the Russians; nenetheless, a
situation had arisen which made immediate further clarificatien mecessary,
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