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When in 1933 Hitler had been given by Hindenburg the f~otion

of R.ichskanzle~, he within a few weeks succeeded in transforMing
this position which previously simply had been ~hat of a prime-
1n1ater in a cO~8titutional g.v rnm nt into mere diotatorship.

In thi8 space ot singular sho~tnes8 he had replaoed constitution
and right bysheer tyranny.

\ . .
In modern European history no similar development is to be found

,
of thi8 ra»idity. leither Napoleon I. nor Napoleon III. betore
th 1r r spectiv coup d'etat had been that sort of a pure
demagogue which Hitler had represented before January 30,1933 ,
who neither had been a viotoriou general like ~he first Napoleon,
nor a atateaman who had shown at le st ome qualities during ~

tlree years reign a8 a prince-president as Napoleon III. had done. ,
Besides this even these two emperors had not lquired that amount
of governmental power by their revolutionary acts, as H1~ler

~ ,

gain d 'by his "legal" taking over of the po~er.

BUt in pite of this pre~ended legality this development'was
not only a simple evolution but a revolution whioh nepeessarily
1mpli~d violations of the oonstitution and ot general law.

But whilst in all other similar cases this violations are obvious
(suoh as the days of Brumaire 18th and 2nd of Deoe ber 1851 in
~he above-mentioned oases ~! th~ Napoleons) here thlstviolations
Qre neither restricted to a limited space of time or to a speoial
elate nor are they self-evident. 'It is a leading feature of this
development to an utmost illegality that it carefully was being
Govered by a curtain ot a pharisaioal pseUdo-legality.

!h1e is intended to be an attempt to point out those enaotments
of this ~eriod which are to be considered as violations of the
Weimar con' titution. As thi8 is a mere legal i~qu1ry all pure
political oonsider tiona muet be avoided. Between the naotments
to be investigated here Which were the milestones on the way
"0 cl1ctat~r hip there are lots ot open outla'n"¥es, and atrooities
but- also many administrative regulaticns, direoted not 1mmediatly
lo.tAe publio but to the publio offioials, but all without the
oharaoter of enaotments.

of them here wilt be discussed only if it i·s necessary (; 0



Legal situation on 30th of J nuarl 19JJ

Position of the Re!chskanz1ar.4n4 the Reioh government on .the
ei:nar Oonllt! tutlon.
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By Hit1etll being made Reich kanzler not yet 11 wa loet.
On t t,e contrarr many p opla inside Germany an4 O11t.i4. were
opinion, 1t would be th only waf of overwhelJninc the last
th mto ahow it they could do &n1 po itiv work 1ns14. the
instead of mere oriticism.

ihe origin of this part of view, hich tailed to s e H1~1 rts
and bis men intention to blow up the whol of the oonstitution,
was th deposition ot the Ree1h kanzter as it was drafted by the
stitut10n was far tran giving start to dictatorship.

1) Competeno 8 of the various oonstitution 1 1emente.
·he Relchekanzler was just a m nber ot th council ot minister.
the Go~~an ~overnment, to wl10h he only was .m "prlmu8 lnte

pares.. (seo. 52 t 55 ie1mar Conet1tat1 on) •

Hia SAd the wqole government's pow r 8 very res~rloted by
elements &S la1d down by the constitution. Thoa. were:
a) the Re1obspr~sident. It . a8 up to him to appoint and to

the ;lIinisters (sec.5) e1ln.ar oonstitution)
He also waS competent - not the Relohkanzler, who just had t~ ~~;. /
oounteraign~ - for all easurea provided by 800.48 ot th~ Gon-. .
8tt'tlution agains·t insubordln te L~nder governments orgen ~1lJ:.'~.

}~lrst of all one must review the poeiton from whioh Hitler tliMe4: "..
on hi. point ot departure on 30th ot Januarr 1933. to reooll.c1
the legal w 118 which he had to smash. all th 11~ertle. he ha4 t ~.

violate., This 18 Intrestlnc not onl1 tor the German in who • Idncr' ..
11 theae thing are _)!iped out by the expf, rieno ot the t 12: "

years( 10mmeen 1. perfeotly right 1n sarin that the lngra11tud.
of nation8 i8 on11 eurp ssed by the ahortne•• ·of their ~em.mbrano.' 1 '

\ "
but a180 tor the foreigner who hall in hie mind on1i diet tor-
ruled Germ n1.

underBtand the enaotments to be criticized.·

i
~ I
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in case of ne cit s'u.oh a8 the e.ta'bl.iah:<itltnt of -. state ot siege.
b) the parllameAt' en 1chatac) which had to aooept all tatQ,t s and

&eneral regulationa wten were not onl, adre ed to the a~in1

. tn.t1on 'buJI wh10h WIf,·re lnten4ed to oblige th publio.
Ae in all states with var11am~ntary rule the .ln1ste~8 as well 8

the R iohsk~nzler were devGnd ni in a bight arade on tho ~6ioh8~ag..
• s they had to ~p withdraw if the le alative bod 'had a~a~$d

lack 0' oo,n:t'id nee by, $i~:ple ma,j or! ty.
0) Th R 10}lS t. hie ''<is the rer,reaentutive ore; of th 17

. German stQt.e. (trIDder) wt4,~ch were t'or::::.1n t.h~' Ge:'man Reich. the
Reioh at that tiroe we a federal re :ublio and nob state tad not
only tb r1ght of .elf-go'Y6rn.:4:lent and or autonomy but a180 W s
to be considered as a. real state with i u own COillpotencos, not
OA the Ueicb.b jur1sdiotion, as \vell aa the Uhd "r-governmef~t

were not stlbjeoi to ord ra given by the R.eioh-governm,ent.
",,:

Ie.idea all in .eo.59 of tla. c0l1st1'tuL1on leijal reo~)on81bl11ty

was ti8tb11 hed for tbe Re1ohapr?:is1dftnt, the ae10hskunzler and all

other memb@rs ot tho Reloh-governmen't, allot WI om oO.J.ld be brou.ght ~

to tri 1 before a speoial otate-tribunul tor de11berate violations
ot the uon8t1t~~ion or an other Reich atatute law.

I '!hU8 in a. rt1al dViJl,ooratic' "Sly the iov'ernmenthl power -.v6\S di v1ded

,,' not only be\'#een the Reiob and the t:..nder, bat lao be ewe n thtt va­

riou8 con.sti cut10nal lli~.nta. 'J:hey oOllld "~ar!i,ljze ..ell ether"

&&8 ..?fundtaer, \lIHlersecretflu7 in the Ueicha1nn(tr',.,win18 :;~rium com­

pla.tned in "NSJ.Handbuoh tUr R oht' l~nd G,'8~tzgebunBn,2nd ~di.,(tttQn~

1937, .)07.

z) Ooa.tltutional r1gh~s of the individual (Grundreohte).

,
:... r

'~. ..

'"
The Bovetrn:Jienl,' e power 1"88 also ,;ery restrioted aD to t.he ind1 .1dual

whoa. vo.l'tion waa for~tlld bJ he w~l ar oon t.1~,t1tlon t.n a v<iJry
de.moorat.~o tt,nd liberal w y bJ' es~abli8h.ind nu,m rOUB 'tGrundreoh ."'.
Though" there was f,tlUoch lGgu.l oontroversy bout t-h(;;:.ir na ;,u" , i. e.
it th 'J were to be considered. " ri 1 IJonsti'tutlonal rights (su.b- '.
Jekt1v ijtt ntliobe R O:hte) or not, tb~ r~apllo~1v8 artio 18 are

,,_', / remukable for their wording and ~QlDe ,t thefl~ to day may b~ in'tro!Jt1
~ :c'\',
~ ,;it,:,!. .~()\lah.to b q\loted 11ten.llj I

""~;'-.', ..... 102. All jud8t.HI are 1nde.\Jondent a ,<1 anl aub:i.l.itted t.o the 1 ••
.... ·· ..r;,.. .,." ,

~:,:••o • .' ,105. lx~rfLord1n ry OOUl"'ta ari not d itted,. tiobody c n b
.. ! ~.,
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a b~ ed on th conai1~

counter 19ne4 by W.'leJ!t'
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n otmenta whioh brought the ohanThe hnd

bro aht to acoord the co ~.t ncy of whlch 18 no
by t tute.

lo9.All Germane ar e ual in law.
111.All G~rmane are allowed to ove snd to 8.~tl. down f

)

~hroag out G Any
11j. ot-G&n n'8~ ki 1 orit1•• n G

~ d b 18 81 t10n nd ln181rat1on.
114.Tbe rr edQm ot the ~ rao 18 InvIo1 blat
116.No '~n1~~ n' h 11 be Intlio\ad unl S8

18 xpresaly de &.un181"' bl by fJtatu.te
of 1tB oo:t4U'J..81on

l24.All G~ ~n r entitled to Bt bllab aooiet1e. cd 00­
alition. vTovlded that thelrpurpo e8 are ,ot 41aappro •
by Pe 1 St tute Law.

125.8 r8.1~h re g\.lQran't-e· tree nd eor.
IJ5.All Inbab1ta t of th Reioh re granted

freedom
142.Art nd aci.nce. are tree ae well a th61r 4ootrin•••

ac.

8 e.

8 O.

seo.

S80.

see.

••0.

••c.

• e.

Already few d y after liitler's appoint en'

4th of Febr ry an or· .... n noe" 188U 4. It
tutlon. S 0.48.$8.2. nd signed by HInd nbura,
Fr1ch ard Ur~ner (RGBl I.40)

) b9 Lh' 8 ordln noe 11 ~oli~10 1 adv~r9arie8 w re silenoed.·It
.g~ .bli he oom~uforl no~lt11ng to th ,lioe for all'~Ub110

'tings and dfL onetratione. I'he polloe w re tn bled to SUPP". 8110 ..;~. .,
""C.ing or de ~m8t.r i .ms n t & ~.' rally' but "up the oiro

of oh 1ndi"id' 1 oasa".'li!a WU8 om l,h1.ng ne". b 0 u.e. 11
L....llar regl.llatlona enact d by' forr:tcr gov rne'~ents had pro

g nor<llly all demont3 ration8 for th time of th~ir .t eot1
v{tloh wvuJ.d b a very 11 it done. Bu.1J now 0. ju.dg n\ 'if • ~ ;

fGrred to thG ;01108 which ~ 9 not 0 be r~nd.re4 b J ' th. polioe I~

oeor.ing to vh 1r fr~ and lndepe dant o91n1on, bu. hioh ba ' .
b d'r,te<l 1.0 ad~:.inla·~r ~1'1 r gula.t.1.ne. fOrwOl'd d to t »01£.0, ~~.

,

1) the Not.v&rordnung ot 4th ot .• ebruarl 19.33 "for the proteotion -Of 'l~"

the German '", ole.
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uthorlt:i. s by th ne Naz1-go.,~rrJment.

)On the o~b r . nd b 880.6 ot 1. ,.1s ordin· ..noe w re nnull d 11
le11 ral ron1 bi tiona of e tinge end de,•. onatr'tiona which h d
"ell. tab11 •• d by th L~nd r-autl.ori ties. 'XhU8 tho L'.nd r we

d18 bled to at p Naz1-d~ ouati' tione ~$ chey had don \1,i) to 'thi
<l y. the e' d ouet.ra t1, ,Ile .101 now cr !rmeant terroasfm.

o)L1kew1 • w18 aboll hed the tr0 do;t! of reBa b' c 7 of 0 hi

ordlnano • Sev .1'•• a.ni8hm nte re rocle.i,ued tor 11 J1:i Qbj" n
<li80b yanoea t.o hie ordtnance. In aec.22 lr d" '(/18 to be
t'ou.nd a police-deL .t1on, i.lieh 1s to be r (;lt4rd d S t\ pr d c a-
aor ot the famous SChU,tzh t • bat e't tL t t a de" to .tlon.b lf

the ¥~lice - without ord~r or oonsent o~~ 1 0,1 u~.or1ty-

lilS o,liethlng re olut1onary, thQ,tgh tt.i kind ot i>0lic d­

tent10n which w·e eat'bl1she4 and~r this ordi no. wa 11~1t

to hort ti e ad d to b lifted on ju ~'k or er.
(1 )Ot this ordinance 18 to be oonsld red in any 0 •..;68 .bil16~i41

I

4 void at 1 ~ the anultment ot tho g~nurul prohib1t1~n

of 4.' on trat1oJ18, wl'i1oh had b en in p'plianoe 113 'the ! ..~ndar-

aov rnm.enta. It the ordin· no. of 4th of Febr' .ry 1933 ('is ant
to resta~re public sa! ty, &8 for se.n by s~c.48 8e2 ot th~

GOA t1tutloA it oould not rep 1 ~h08 m Gurti lnL"n~~ng to
ma1nt ln the p l1t1oa1 peaoe in ,the ooantry whtoh now was boing

dly trol1bl b:t tb t rror1at de on ... r '.. I ona of .:1-"'111 ry
org niaatione.

2) otvrordnunc of 28th F bru~ry 1933

,ho•• were the oondi -c1)t'l under whioh pr p' . t i OilS h d to tuk .vl 0

tor 'th eicL::' gs It!c ~on8 fter llinc1enburg h d (Ua801v 'the p r-
11 eDt on 1st of t.br . ry (RGEl 1,451 r~ferr1ng to 0'0.25 of th

e ooz:u,t1tu'tio¥ in'or'o.er- to enl:lol the Get"lrlan p 01,1. to how
1 II op1n1oa 8 toth go rn eni of the n~t.lv looalition"

a)On 27th ot F.or 'rY, t hEi !htichtagbu.l1d 1ng $" 9 8 e to on fir. On
28th of February n N or nanoe 1 u d ~4~r th~ eXJua
of te18 fire which W{iS laid 't the com~uni8 f 0 door. Aooord ~ n "11
in i 8 »r hle hi. ord1n 0.' pha81ae t that it~· 188~.

"to .prev&nt f\U'tht:!r 00. u.n18t oatr gfJ8" • .i:ha t his war til ere
.X01J.S. b c vid nt' in Bav ria wll r oov1 uBly no co "u.nist

. ... danaer wast 0 be en, but wher on th b~~8. of th' 8 ordin no

.ore or taken b~ tb n azl-U loh-gev&rnm nt g In t
~ ... , .
~ '" ~ I : -the oonsti tutional 1/' lr1an govvrn ~(Jnt (Sbf low).

< "
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Ihi. ordinanoe wholly • appal' ntl;y 'vo14 beoa • 1t lacit.«,'
th d e ba • in the con t1tutl0Jh ••1'h I' tho ne10h ta••~4. :
whlch • it p ten4e4 tiTe • tit to
es., nor .ere th ir any re lour g.. 0 be ~.r.4 fro

Oommwni8ts, as - all oth~r -oli'1eal a4 erear1s - th_¥ had
.ilenc d lre 41 bl the fir t otv rordaun •

Idea his. in eo.1 or thJ.a oNin noe .. ·\tntil fur her ·no 10' .
• I \ "" q.

,11 constl~ntiona~ rights of lmpor'anoe were abo11ehe4 judh '.'
treed~ t the p9r 0 (.o.~4), Invl~bl11~1 or the 11141v14 ~~
boae (8 0.115), e :r.o~ ot P08t, telephone and 80 O~ (a 0.111)
tr edom of 89 ech ( 0.118), tr • Ae8embllng ,. 0,.123), tre.d
of to ng oorp rtA1.1on n4 aocleti•• (. 0.124) t and rre,' 4
ot rovert1 ( 0.153). In •• 2 or th1:tr. .e ;,!on it wn8 ;1 inlt '. l", .
d 01 r that farther-to 1 inter! ~rano. ~ ~os81bl in 0

th.~ Pkere or the individual,
All ~hese re trlotio18 of l1bertl a nev r w re repeale dar!
the whol third Reich•. tundtner in ~h bove-m ntloned Ban4~~'

p •.311 stat d • that nil tot.e. Gon titutlo~al ngh'. were
lnoomp tlble with th yr1noiplee ot the 'Wlrerstaat, where no
sphere of lndlvid 1 1ibert7 could b dmitte •
.h n thcae rights .ere bol1ahe4 it w • intended to enact tb1.,'

, ," )

ens\1%' 8 one or p rll1 nent nature, not 0.8 one a8 on11' provi4. '.-
by 8 0.48 88.2 of th -:. i:\ r oon8:.1 ution just or ~.an.lto%7

ch ract r. Thet thi abol1. nt or fr edam lr 41 t tht 1••~
of th ~ ordlnanoe wao int6. dad to be a permanent one. 1
ting of Hitl rts and h 8 h 1p re 8 lritet a8 thel beoam
d -n b,,·th i t ltude In.et al~ kinds of tr edom.
Thi8 aboll_lon of r1ghtf,J 18 t~ be oone1dered as Ji illioit
Sl1ep nding of n 88 en1,l 1 p rt of the '''olmar oanet! tut10n or
oth r . or' high tre son, of whloh r gutlty 11 v raone
r~8pon81bl tor tbis ordin noe.

c) In e otlon 2 or thia ord1n noe W'6 provided th,t it a G.
state O~ rnmen (1 nd ar8g1~ru.nc) would no~ t ke the t p.

tn C& 8 ry to • t blleh ~abll0 tty a d ord r, tb. ae1oh- v
~ ent hou.ld be enti tol to X raiso ~ 1.ll oralily t.he ower, of,' J ).

~. .

th I La d ·ov~r ant. "'hie was b~ ad Go a th wj 01 of :.h ordlnano,
on 8 • 2 of • 0.48 of th constitution.
Bl1t th ca.se provided tor in this ••otion 1s obv1ouy not ofte :.,~..

• I

of t 8 s~baeot1 n. but on. of ~b cctlon 1 of ••0.48, where ~

"U8~ en cted hat if .. n" do not fultl.1 th dut1•• to whie' I

it is bound aooord:ng to oon8tltu~ion or to Reioh at t~t. 1•.
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the .ioh.'pr~ld n't ah uld be en+;.1 to1 d t 0 f~nf()ro ob*ya.no .'ven
by ~111tary me~8 • Due . o~l~n~ is 8uid tu.t th ie10b wh>ll ~ oould
1Surn out th'," Land' 8 i$O'/' rne::~nt and .;: xcrc ~S~ it B<,; 1t U.e la l t r' e
~o1!er.

30 also ~h~s a~o ivn r~a to ba oon~id red veld s not 1 g1~i tad
by c;on t1tutl.c,n.

4) • ea.su,ru8 ... k\ln by tho ReicL' gOV'lIrn..'!1ent ag inat. ';;h Bav ~.riQ.n

oonlllt1tutlon 1 govern~·.,e·nt ip Uj?i;li noe of s~o.2 or the ordiMnoe
o! 28th of February 1933.

Not-witn-standing the develolHnent in th aft1oh. 1:1 :au 'Iaria th~\ oon­
atituti r;n 1 lIovtJ~nm~nt ,'j 6S, lua lnt ined qu.itv a hile f"'er H1'tl-Q1"

had. tuken O'ler the' lie1oh!'8 rule. J:h.i e 13G.varian 50vernmcnt under
its prim -zuin1LJ',er ~)r.H ld tltron61~j' rtl\o1atod all Nt 21 ct',e~')t:3

to get 'to pow~r in vari4;1. :;'00, \l~J 0 10th of ::'-:aroh 193).
In Bav&rl tnGre t~d b&en no trouble as ~abl1c s f ty ~usily \ 8
maitrt&1l1ed by tb. e oons'ti1 'tu.t1onal ev rnmant. No OOia,:.lUll1at I ~ outr
&e er 1mmin nt a thia party in &vnria al 'ffly re d bCllen very

• k. 'he only eloment which tr ed to OaU e trouble w re tho mi­
11 . n~ orga.n1aat1ons ot ~h8 S...)AP.

evftrthelees on 10 b of:tI ch 1933 by ti e Reich government u
Rich 0 ise10n r was inscalled to r pl ee the vari n goyern-
ent. !h18 m uu~ ba ed on th' uald 800.2 of ~h ordinanoe

of 28th' of febraa.ry 1933. Even if th,.. lI enl:oC :nl£'nt would not have
, \

been void • it wo~ld not h~ve been applicable to &lv~r! , beO~~8e

tbe con41~1on8 for 8tl.ch ea3l.1r. even \.U1d r this ordinanoe were no~

fulfilled.
\

In th obo103 of ~hQ Reich c~ro 18 lonar'a ~~rdon Hi ,lor showed
ccns1dra'bl. taotic . ldll, S 1'14 1l~)o: rit,ed G ner 1 ron E:vp who
had a t popular! t;l' thrOL\ hout Bavaria on aooount or the ¥~t

which he had ~l yed in d t tl'tina b vur1 n n dR· 'u.blio in

1919.
Imm di tly bufcr lIhi$ "Cldoeu.r wa bl i, >.It d, Hi tl r rick d

Bind nb'\ari hims 1f 110.<1 e/Aph tic 11y d niad th::. t o.l1Y ate >8 bt a d
on the or inano. of 28th of Febru ry re being oons1d red.

1/ 5\loh' d&Qlurr tiona ure gi\/on to th~ Davarla.n re;rea nt.· ng mini 'ter

in ,llerlln Sper.. and to .iJr. Soh' fior, Bavarian Wlderatlcret ry t

. ~ ,~ . as ".11 'ail ~o o"h r ,wor :..Iilnt 'p(;rsona.li \;i \;r of the ]3a.vPorian 'govern-
, t

"~ '" tnt. Even at the day b~tore 'Ion Ep.pwas a.p~lointed R ioh oOllun1881-

, - th ie10h a~thor1ty , t$poOl lly Friok hQd den1 d 11
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noare • So 1t wa in v ria. wher the Qzl
veil'/.I of .. ~(\o-l.pl 11:$ t W\ i ch '\h y UtS d 80

• erywn r •

Conolusions from th unoon.t1~utional charaoter of th.

IV

Under th s two ordinances no fr • eleotions dould tQk pl oe, in
aoooraanoe to 'th OOlls't:1 tut1on.
Therefore the Re10het g which re ved fro the eleotlon.
J roh 1)33 18 not to be considered as on in legal y eleo"
It t is Re1ch8~~ in hioh th azJ 8 1naludinc their npport ftr,.

the firf.1t time had obt lned a r a.l :Aajorit1. Wh'l ..;the 1 et a.l~'·
tug which had b en eleoted in lfovem r 1932 and dl eolY' d 'by KIDd.A-.'~

burl th Y h c1 onl:- hac! 270 ee t u.nC1er S85. (among the 270tkere . 'I" •. \

even w r6 only 169 Nuei nd 74 DeutaohA ti0 1.). ,
">18 thl G now Reiche y , W B no t e1 oted in aooordanoe to the cone 1" ...

tion it 4uet b tated th t leo all it en etmenta re void. th
most 1~ lJorl.-an't ot ttl se n· ctm nt• ." 8 the r oua Erm"oht~gunl ­
see s of 24th of '1 roh 193.3, wbioh Aot • powered th government 0
II legislation inclu ing 8\loh 'Odit1irigt oonstitution. The' Iq

tigungsgeaet.s ha the \1'bti tlel Law rorte-r~'lnat1on ot the 4 nger

for ~he peopl &nd th state.
hie 1 w was not only void tor th laok oflegltim tlon ot the ft••

neioh t g b~ onl~ b 0 U • i~ Gont Ined a 00 lete reno alation- •
to legis vion b th 1$ i la.ina bo y. i8 1. iala 1 1 not Jaa
a right Qr the leg181 1.1ng body. but 1ta eas ill.ial dl.tt*,e, • r.nou.tl-~

II"

elation in this tot 11 ty 0" n not be' cOn ld r d va.lid, even it the
enactm~nt b whioh ~hl renoanoi ~1~ is oarried out, ."o~4 e·
in ooor ~no with the refo l1t! 8 x1stlng for oonatltut1ona1

rot -r
~ h ••

•
o.ll 1eg181at1_ ot. of th' '<
w 8 r atriote4 ill 19i7,

o n 1 0 h
t 1 of all

On tria E~n~ohtigunggeB_t.praotioally
third R loh were 8 d. (Originally it

but it lwaya r ~ ined in foro ).
rom it n 0 0 n t i u' 1

r e u 1 t e the ill .Ig a 1 1
• n 4 0 t men ,te.

hue he taking OV r by .th s1s only was oarri d out
1 11;y, whlo~ vraot1onllt ~ean. 111 gality ~n spit



. I
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con inuul ~hI.i1l1.ing the. t; t~16Y had obta Ln d tl C goY' rnm~nt by

pur t le80.11'1oy. vnly th aco.as t.o ,he ranal ranip I~S made in '

1 gal a1 but th4'l transtQt"tO.ation of the overnE.I:Jh,nt bJ ;ijUU 1 nding

gree."t l)6trt .of thlt oon~tittl on G ,i-,l in.ly 111tigt.~1. It .La a :p oial

rUt ot litll If:,.;8o essays .1n tl $ bird "it '.ich deSlling w1 t;h con '~i t,u.­

i-1onal'l(;4V1, 'that the~7 :nod~ lily o~lt th two d e1t!lve en'OGu~1{4t

that 18 the two otvbl'Ordnu.ngfm 01' 4 .. h .vebr ry a'1d 28t!. obruf4ry 1933
nd 001' »6 :h t t.h.a:t th d ,;tdopl nt whioh brought t o}u g in

the legul oons'ti tu.t1 on begt.n no sooner til. f1J .. 11. tha ·:l'.,;;~Qhtlc;unge­

ie. ta, wh1cJ:1 is ~ll led tc hav bsen 1s UEld in f\111 Gocordunoe

wi .b all du.e !or111ali1;108 er:n..abll h~d b': the 'Se:1.;,lo.r con8'C1\;utlon
, Y

(Se Fra..nk Glunds~i'"ze 'd s /& 1 eo .ts nk ns !.UH.. n .:H1tswo.llcn in th

abov8-~a 1on6d H(ndbuon p.6 1 •

By tb w 'I th 'Bulk of ~hEt ro 'ia1ons of tho' 'ei'J.,nr oonR ,~1 tution

'nev r a.s ():ffj.o1tlly repea.led. In leaf.ll li~cr{il,~u.r Jtl8~ gl<.lo'ily

was .?oi ~(:d vu~ th!:~t o6r'i;ul11 saoti no of t oould no ore be 00 sid

s 8fteo~i<re. Hi~'lO~ ..hei ..,./Ore L cO:.t~,o.ti'ble 'Ni'ttl he .!.b;rr:,rfJ'.aat.

v

.
It i.hing tArt> looked a t 11k ~h.1., 11 1u ,e:r tnaC!.ll nt-I.! not . tL.s~ ~

d1n, th ir ,pOl1 t1o~l :!tnd 111storlo' 1 lIli ..,or anoe 6.rt: of SE400n ary
. .

lee1 intereoa't, t Jus t 11ke tor a. ju. g 'NUO 11;.1 to du~l wi ~h n oft ns.
11 d' 8,k.,oe1 tione liit"'il, ot Inor 1 v(.,rl'"uc wLi oh o.l'u :,ii.:.:.d b,; :',b~ crl.­

1nel, £ter thtt O0taJd8810 ot Lis d 11ot •

••'V't,;rthGl S8 'eor' of th oat. 1 ·ort.u.nt on B rnw;. r;;. tud h... r as
\ .

t r th y conolirn Gon.'"i tu.tti n 1 l~ :

1) IUlIUJU1"$S In't nd dT! ",0 boliah fihe federal strue ttl1"~ of ttl. Reich

which lwd been stabl1 u d in' ny 0 'nturtes of G man l:d,otory.
a) fttl!' th 'l~o .ions of the 5th of ~lfJ.reh (wlJ n not only ',h siG

tag but al 0 the ,rr e ia 1,[(D ,-Hog :::.d b en r'ol~ot d) h~ 1) r­
11 " n"u of b~ Lu....nc1.r other t n;, raDs1a st.ill Wi~r ob;:l; el a

o totalitt;\r1em.
1'b:r ere ... oraanized in 1: &.r (I bl* w y 0 tl ~ "Vorl Jafig
Glt1 chl.lohal't,ung ,.,,; aetz" (prov1l1io 1 law t Eulup ,ing th Lander
thoi4l1oh) of ,)l~hot ;o.roJo. 19,).3 (RO.Bl I,15.3). By t- 8 .i.<C!.t 'n1

L~n4 r y r11 nt w~r & ~pt d co tle r e~-t. of the ioha



Uinder the, ae10
193 RGm. I,e9)'~ :,'~'... ~',.

., I~

& 11 govern .n-;e.l po er nth

11-

, ,

,

t g laotions by a', ointing deputios in th 8 e propor~1QD. ~. ,
aD thorfta~~~s!~gle!eotl0n • It as t tlr~t t~:a ,in th. B1~!;~'

..... .• - '. .... I', ,,'"'n:.I'
tOl7 of G rmnn p rll Gn'tnrlsm that me:1lb'1r of .p r11 4t!l:'

did not resul J fro'", n 01 otlan but 'r, a 8o',ernmenial 0 ,. j.,

j,;he xOt.1sefor ihis singular prooedure ~'( 8 "to pare to the' i~:~'

people he tro~ble ot ne eleotion".
By t lis BAaotment a130 all s ta gained by the co~uniet.

in _nJ repr a. ,t vii body of R lch. J~nder and looal selt­
gOi9rnlng cor orations we~e ~eolar8d forfeited.

b) By th second!t d. ,tlon law" wh.- oh tollo ed tho firs on
witr~n a ~'lnt rIal on 7th ot A ril 1933 (RGBl I,17)
tto ~lnd r gO'/orn," ants WGr tl ittac1 'the direotion. and ord.N'

-,'.

of the Reich government nd Re10hsstatth 1tcr8 were stab iah, (
• 8 oontrollina org ns or the Iteioh. 'rhe R 10hsst t thal t ra .tr I

indep .. ;ldent fro:ll th 1:~ del' government in all at tea other tba
, .

"russia ~hor the t61ohoknnzler w s co~b1n1ng the ,power ot
Heioh t ..il.d ~I~n er.

0) 1'ilo e';alo.r Ilnt a r'nl h d bJ th !8WlUf'M.-ug setz. law 0011,",\

aer:l1n ;he new or nl G ti on ot Reich ot 30tl'~ ot J nu rT 1934 '
'lot d b~' th 'e1oh tag (RGBl I.75)
I~~ p 1~ fea~Yren ~re th tol 0 lngl
aa) Abol! ah:'tl€"nt of all 1'inder purlie,:nente ( 0.1)

bb) rranst r of all ov rt gut1 or the IJ'lnder to R~1oh.

'rh t"ndcr 6overnul\·)nt put der oontroll ot the R ioh go,. , , ,
ment (8 0.2] ,

cc) 'h "e1ohss i. t th 1; r : I de d tip f.dent on tn Re1oha1nn lUIl1ni~,

tar (sec.)

dd) ·he reioh governm nt 18 r nted i11m1ted uthorizat1on
to enact now con t1tutional law (8eo.4)

d) Aa cere oonaeq. noe ot ~he abollachmtint of
rat was finally d1sBolYod (law of 12th April

2) ~e Bures intended ~O oonoe4trat
Hitler:

e) ift r findenburg's de ~h 1 'II S 1 \l d "oono millS th h
ot th Ger., n Rei h" on let ot 1.l1g\1 iI 1:'34 (Ram. 1,747). 111
'lihi 1 : 1 r /' s g1 II n 11 p . er whioh hi th ,no had b n
wi th the R 10 Si) "isid nt in add1 t10n 'to his power as n-l,ohe.. , \
kArizl r • Bs thus oo~b1nia the .oompetenoes 0 theoe two tuno- ~

,J f

tl_ns 11 1 ~i 1 tare. Jl.lr1 diotion nd X o01t1ve .~ bU.t '~'J.).:' •I , llItt .....
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on 8\ngl hand. Hitl r 5 ell ~8 w su}r~. 00 der of
'the 'Neh-r. . cht an.d Ob r ter G rio.t herr de But:3.;hen' VQlkes M'

b) It th~re. ould L Vi b GA still ~i 1 ~al obutacel tormed
by atatut~ or law the too w ,. bo118h~d bS he l6ich a 0­
~roolw ticn of26th prll 1; 2 (RGBl I. 247). l~r~wltl ~ e
1 tilt v· i'l ,~ were drO.aiki d.

3) M~a6ures crt:& 1ng a ::nonoj?ol- tor ~h'l\ lfuJ,1-part.:r inc 11 :,1c0.1 life

nd lTdX'ing up party un ttl t .'

.) In e'.Jrl~· 19.3.3 t.l'lij co'. un1et ,Jar'ty 1,ot(;f.ly h u.:\ bt::€n diaso1v(Hl under '
the ord11'lanae of 28th li:bruary 1:))3. $oo1~,l11st PtiX';"Y (~'-D) 'e de-

c1c.rQd dang r0Ua to th B~t:.~e b;; d ere 1esu. d b~ '1.e Re10b inn -

n18ter on ~l:8t of J\i.ne 3) hiol: '," a li1r o.ed to :- 'Itder iJ,OV 1'::. en ••
Aocordingly '11 i'ta ¢t1v1tr W,' )iil.ruli~ed by th I ~oll:i ctll .00110

of th~ Land&r (the ;,r d008asor ot tha G't:sc yo) ~

In th$ e ...%U uy ., pr vioulsly 1'; had be n don i.o t e con Wl S~EJ

&11 seat or depu. t1es in repre en t~ tive Q.ssel:.bles of ne1 ch, ,:.J<:in(ler
and local self-governing oor~otat1ons w~re deo~r~d torteit~d br

an ordinanc of 7th or July 19.33(RO!lI,462).
All ~roperty of th a~~un1st and soz1~11et )frty W~ C jsed and

11Q.u1da'ted by the 1 W9 ot, ti~u..y 16, and J l' 14, 1 )33 (HQ.'Bl I,203 nd

479)
~ 11 no'c soz,.ialiet .y rt~-p. 'Her foroed to <.l i.3010~~ 1\ iolun\ourily
Thus dlaaolvedl

, he .Deutschn f ,tionalo pairty on June 6,1933
fJtat.e party (d . 00 '~&s) on 28th J

~'lariQn ~art.:I (ol!l'tholloa) t) Ju y 4-
and D'u~~ohe Yolks nrte1 eliher le)
Zontrum (catioll0 outside Bav ri ) on 5 h ot JUly

I

) By ~w of July 14,1)33 ~RGEl I.479) it WaS ro lb1~ d to fo n w

p rties for ~ll infraotions ••v re ;.an1&hr.uents ere J,rocl inled.

0) On 1 t of ~o€mber 1933 1) as 'n4oted "for ~curtng t l~ unity
be 'It • ill p~rty and th 8 Ii' IJ b3 iiob the V4 I'l.y eo tri31 t i.d all

.. r16hie of a l'ub11c corpOrtat.ion. Hi leI'- 8 r .ilr liE;nt nt in th, ") 'rty
',lead r hip anu the aLi t of at if or ~r.~ 3A ~~re r'oln e m ib ra

-.\.' .' ot th& 00WlQ11 ot l\'lin1at rG.
~ ......


