TRAESLATION,

CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF GUILT

The terribles indictment which the Allied Court has made against the
war cfiminals of the period of the Nazi rsgime, against its political
and military organizations, and indirectly thsrsby agéinst the whole
German peopls, must cause each thihking person to ask this questiong
How was it possible that a nation which gave to the world a Kant, Goethe;J;ft
Lessing, Bach and Beethoven, trusted and nbeyed such a regihe for twelve.‘
years?

Historywill pass a terrible Judgment ovsr the past twelve years of

the German people bscause sven after the pres=nt feelingsx of hatred,

vengsance and egotiem will have made ro-m for greater objectivity,
and when the German peop’e will no longer heap upon itself self;accuaaticna
and denunciations, in order to prove its political change of heart,
the one thought will remain &s a 'sad recognition: How could & whole nation
follow the mad teachings of this man? : g
It is thersfore absolutely essential that men who have proven them-
selves as opponents of this regime, andwho are able out of their personal
experience to contribute to an elucidation of the question of the failure
of the German people, say everything openly which might serve to dis-
entangle this Gsrman question.

Th
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tragedy which the Nazis have brought upon the German pecple 1s to
great as to psrmit a feeling of comradeship to intesrfere with criticism
or an indictment of xxEE persons or organizations. I therefore regret it if ?-';
I shal” have to seriously indict former colleagues and other German men. |

The onne important.thing now is to prasvent that men who have caused the

tremendons suffering of the fatherland, shall have ever again any influence"ggﬂ

on the 1ife »of Germany.




I owe it to my dead cnrmrades, such asBeck, Witzleben, Olbricht, Cst=r,
Stuelpnagel, Fellgiebel and the other men of July 20, 1944, to bear
testimony as to wha£ led us together already before the war and what made us
to decide to overthrow the regime. This testimony will also be evidence
for the fact thaet there was in the German Armed Forces not only the spirit
of Hitler or of nntorious militarism. but that there vérs also men who
were willing té sacrifice their lives in order to save their country and to
free the world from this criminal system.

I do not know enough about the time befor: 1633 to properly judge the
reasons for Hitler's being able to seize the power. Yet I will briefl,
refer to this period 1in order to describs those factors which are in favor
of the German people., I can tell incidents only concerning the period from
1933 to 1945 since, because of my anti-Nazi attitnde, Keitel kept me away
from all basic questions and discussions, Most of the material put down
herein originates in discussions and exchange of information which I had
after 1934 with the Abwehr Abteilung (Admiral Canaris and General Oster),
and with General Beck, Olbricht, and the Ministers Popitz, Schacht,
Goerdeler, Ambassador v.Hassel. I frequently discussed the question with
these men whether it was wise to continue serving this regine,

I must point to two facts which were important for the evolution of
the Nazi system. First - the attitude of the German officer corps, especially
of the generals toward Hitler and his party principles, and secondly- -
the support which German industry gave Hitler, Goering and their system.

The time before 1933 :
National Socialism became Germany's fate. It would therefores be tPeason

to ocne's own people to speek of the collective guilt of the German people,

and not to point to the developments which caused the rise of the Nazi
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novement. Naturally these pointe cannot excuse the criminal actions of the
Nazi regime, but they might serve to explain some of the actions and attitudes
of the German people. Certeinly it wae not the hope for a solution by force
or the thought of an imperialistic policy of conquest, ¥xmm which prepared

the way for Hitler, but the hope for peace and work. I shall later show the
part played by industry and tho armed forces during this period. .

The following facte have in dy opinion fagoured the rise of the Hitler
party: (a) the peace treaty of Versailles, and ite effects. After the German
people had thrown away its weapons and had overthrown the emperor, they were
deeply disappointed by the peace of Versailles. Part of this disappointment
was the moral discrimination against the people, the lose of German living
space, and German colonies, ths economic depression caused by the inflation,
the collapse of the currency; also the etrong riese of a Bolshevistic—~Commun~
istic philosophy, the flooding by the Jewish element, of legal, cultural, and
state positions, and last but not least, the difficulties made by France for
the Weimar Government. (b) The political immaturity of the mass of the German
people, the many political parties and the petty fights of these parties against
each other. (c) The lack of sufficient understaming for democratic self-
administration. (d4) The individualistic attitude of the Laender. (e) The
leck of a first class statesman after the death of Stresemann, and the lack
of a strong program of the continually changing cabingtis. -

All of these factors heve had a great influence on the German people and
xxyx created a deep depression so that it was only natural that there wes a
longing for a strong and permenent governmment. I was in Soviet Ruesia in the
spring of 1933, and must say that I found there the same attitude among the
people as in Germsny. One hoped that the new system — here National Socialism -~
there Bolsheviem ® would provide national freedom, social improvements, work
and bread, but not imperialism, terroriem, or war, Certainly there may have:
been in Germany, among the former Freikerps leaders and others, certain elements
which would have preferred a solution by war to the peaceful rebanstriction
by democratic collaberation, It is certain however, that there were no
aggressive or imperialietic thoughts in those years in the responsible circles
of Germany. The attitude in the military-political leaderehip was as follows,
as I see it: The early death of Stresemann had been deeply regretted. One had

recognized hie policy of reconciliation and peaceful recomstruction as the
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only poesible one., The spirit of passive resistance and of the Freikorpe had
been conquered, One had hoped to neutralize the Bolshevist danger through an
attitude of confidence. If it is sald today that the leadership of the army
even then executed certain defensfive measures which might resemhie a mobili-
zation, every officer of an Allied army will understand this. Even the most
pacifist state, as for emample Switzerland, is forced to take certain defemsive
measures, which haw®e nothing to do with militarism or imperialism, (} myself,
when I wae a captain in East Prussia, did everything in order to meke this
prevince, which had been cut off from therest of Germany, able to defend itself,
especially ;1nce the Russian-Polish fights took place right on the East Prussian
border. No one at that time thought that these defemsive w.oeurTzs woWld ons
oy be the besis for now propasctisome for war, ) Aftor all, no American or
English General Staff would reelly have believed that a country of the size
of Germany would have indefinitely continued to drive around in tanke made of
cardboard. All these measures had a purely defensive charatter, Healthy and
patriotic thougnve war: nurtured in the Eyus& 100,000 man army. The follywing
examples will show the military and political attitude of the leadership of
the army and of leaging economie eireles,

I myself have frequently heard von Schleicher and General von Hammerstein
express themselves violently againet the rise of Nezism. Both hoped to gain
a lot from colleboration with Séviet Russia, BEven in his last critique of xam
manouverse General von Hammerstein expreseed his serious concern about the rise
of the Hitler movement, and demanded that it be kept out of the Army, I also
know how strongly appesed Bruening and his mimister of war were against a forcae-
ful rearmament.

The attitude of industry wae similar, All the big industrial concerns,
particularly Duisberg of the I. G. Farben, declined to do anything in the way
of military or defensive questione which was not in agreement with the stipu-
lations of the Versailles Treaty, In 1937 I asked Hammeretein why he and
Schleicher had not been able to prevent Hitler's accession to power, He replied
that Hindenberg had declined any interference on the part of the Army since he
wvanted to prevent a civil war. The movememt at that time had already bheen too
extensive, and it had not peen possible to side-step the mxsxmmx Reich president.

The Hitler moveuent got afoothold in the Army only in 1931, when younger

officere saw in it a poseibidity te get ahead. The officer korps would never



=D

hawe succumbed to the unfortumate spirit of the movement, if not Hitler's
creatures had been put at the hesd of the Armed Forces, This brings me to
the question of the guilt of the military leadership.

II. The Seizure of Power by Hitler and the Events of the Year 1934,

After the accessionte power, Hitler tried five different waye of introduc-
ing National Secialiem into the Armed Forced:

A. By putting into the highest positions men who were his followers,

B. By playing the three parts of the Armed Forces égainst each other.

C. By personally influencing officers in great histeric speechee.

D, By promising them quick promotions and better salaries.

E. By severely puniehing those who opposed his policies,

All of this would not have had the desired results if it had not been
for some leading military personalities who supported Hitler iOO%. These pecple
were.Goering. Blomberg, Reichanau, and Milch. These men bear the guilt fetr
the introduction of Nazism into the Armed Forces, and for the circumstances
which meke the Armed Forcqs partly guilty for the crime of this war.

First it will have to be decided what role these men played before and
during Hitler's seizure of power, and what promises they gave Hitler in order
to get leading positions, Goering himeelf has often confirmed that he fully
agreed with all of Hitler's thoughts and actions. It will have to be examined
nowever, how Blomberg, Reichenau, and the racially impure Milch got their
positions.

It will also have to be examined what role Goering and Blomberg played
during the wvents of 30 June 1934, expecially the murder of Schleicher and
of the former chief of the Abwehr Abteilung. IEven if they kmew nothing of
the plans, which cannot be true in the case of Goering, how could the minister
of war permit former leaddng officers of the Armed Forces to be murdered without
doing anything about it. General Oster teld me in 1939 that Blomberg knew in
advance of the crime to be committed on 30 June.

In 1939 I wes told by Popitz, Beck, and Oétar, and the information wae
recently confirmed by General Halder, that Hindenberg's last will and testament
was forged by Hitler (Hilder ?). If the ministers of thc party considered such
a forgery necessary in order to attain the union of the pogitions of Reich
president and Reich chancellor, it would have bsen the duty of the so-called

civilisn ministere to prevent such a forgery and it would have been the duty
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of the minister of war to prevent the Armed Forces from swearing
allegiance to Hitler, ' Thsi allegiance of the Armed Forces to

the person of Hitler, and not to the constitution, was one of the
most Important measures and broke the backbone of the officer
corps.,

We younger officers often spoke about these guestions but
since we were always belng calmed down by our superiors, we never
thought that these measures would be the beginnings of Hitler's
terror rule, The first sign for me personally was the manner in =
which Hitlerl received the report of our trip to Soviet Russia, I
was in Russia from May to June 1533 together with General von

Boeckelberg, as guest of the Soviet Government to study the Russia

armament industry, We were deeply impressed by the extent of

their industry, the étrength of their agriculture, and the size

of the Russian manpower, Even if we recognizel certain weaknesses
of the system, we had come to the conclusion thet Russia had an
unlimited war potential, and that Germany must try to get along
peacefully with her, Hitler rejected this conclusion and said

that we had been fooled by the Russians, and that Russia could only
destroy, never construct, This was the first argument which
separated me from Hitler,

The second was the treetment of the Jewish industrizl enter-
prises, Ly intervention in behalf of the firm of Simson in Suhl,
agalnst which Gaulelter Sauckel had taken certain strong illggal
mecsures, brought me in party circles the reputation of belng =
protector of Jews, Sauckel refused to attend one of my lectures
in Weimar, The Gestapo also reppvoached me for my attitude towards
the Jews,

Blomberg gave in to the demands of the party, however only
after he had told me that I had been right, Blomberg was willing
from the very beginning to comply with Hitker's requests in any
questions concerning the Armed Forces, Goering was much more

powerful, felt to be the stronger of the two, and gave Blomberg

a good example in his program of Nazifying the Luftwaffe, Blomberg
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followed his example in the case of the other two parts of the
srmed Forces., Blomberg could do nothing against Goering so that
the ministry of wer did not play the role it should have, Hitler
assigned the rearmament program to the Supreme Poumanders of the
three parts of the Armed Forcesland made them responsible for it,
The Befense Economic Steff of the CKW became not an authority
giving orders, but a clearing office for the requests'of the three
arms of the Armed Forces. Goering refused to let the Defense
Ceonomic Staff gain clear insight into his armament program,

Hitler geined strong support in the officer corps through the
ceremony which took place in the Garnisonkirche in Potsdam in 1933,
and the government declaration which had been read there.. The em-
phasis on peace, liberty, and bread made us all believe that thils
government would bring us peace and prosperity, and that such a
declafation could only have been made if there were prospects for
a peaceful concillation with our political neighbors, The events
of 30 June 1934 and the events accompanying the death of Hinden-
berg, aroused our suspicions but the people and the officer corps
sti1l trusted in Hitler implicitly,

T do not know what role was played by industry in the seizure
of power by Hitler., I know that Hitler once spcke to the leaders
of industry at the Park Hotel, and thet they found themselves in

is saié to have been
sgreement with him, The result of this meeting/xxx a strong financ-
ing of the Nazl party by an industrial group composed of Thyssen,
Kirdorf, the banker von Schroeder, and Krupp von Bohlen, I have
néver been able to definitely determine that such finencing was
done in order to enable LEitler to wage aggressive war; I believe
trat it was done in the ho~e of reactivating the empty factories
and reemploying former workers, Also it seems that the fear &f
Bolshevism w:s a contributing factor. ir. Reusch told me in 1938
that he had considered Hitler an adventurer ever since 1933, and
he could never understand why the people such as Kirdorf and
Thyssen, had such trust in him, T shall refer later to the
support given the Nazis by industry.

I have never been able to understand the attitude of the
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parties of the Left or of the unions when Hitler seized rower,
They, who had until 1933, brought such great sacrifices in their
fight agalnst Hitler, suddenly lost all power to fight. I remember
that during the last weeks of 1932 Schleicher told me that Hitler

was negotiating with the German Communist rarty in order to over-

throw the Bruening Cabinet, and that he was ready to call a general

strike. We could not understand this attempt at collaboration with
Communists, Neither could we understand when, after the accession
and had taken

to power,/Hitler/zmmk away more and more of the Egkzhx rights of
the partles of the left and of the unions, and when part of their
leadership was liquidated, thet nothing was undertaken by labor to
counteract these developments, These facts should be considered
todey in a determination of the guilt for the rise of National
Soclaliskm, which is to be given exclusively to heavy industry,
the Wehrmacht, and the Junkers,

TIE YEARS FROIM 1935 §0 1937.

fhese were the years of Hitler's great political successes,
1.0, in 1935 the return to Germany of the Saarland, and the intro-
duction of military service and in 1936 the restitution of military
authority in the Rhineland and the conslusion of an armament and
naval agreement with England, These steps of Eitler, which were
accepted by the world without any strong resistance, becane the
basis for his increasingly unscrupulous rlans; they were the besis
also for the Germen people and the officer corps seeing in him a
real statesman in whose grestness and good luck one would have to
have to trust implicitly. In wide circles of Germany he RaixkhEm
was considered &s the man who had been sznt by God, and thet every-
thing he did in the way of foreign policy, was being done with
England's permission.

From the very first day I was a sharp critic of Hitler and an
opponent-of his political ideas and human gualities, but' I must
admit that I saw in Hitler during these years the fate of Germany

and therefore falithfully executed the tasks entrusted to me, I have

never done anything which would have been opposed to my feelings
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as a religious and honorable man. I have always oppoged all the middeede of

the Nazis, as far as I have heard about thea, and have also opposed the moral
decrees of this clique of criminals., Hitler tried during these years Xhm to
win the officers over to his side by talking to then with skill and watmth.
Doubtlessly these purposeful remarke made their impression on the historically
untrained officers — actually they contained nothing but historic misrepresen-
tations and consciously wrong conelusions, Hitler told these officers that
Germany's history had been a tragic one since the Middle Ages, which had been
caused partia ly by the characteristics of the German people, partially by its
dnhappy situation in the heart of Burepe, mostly however, through its internal
and externsl enemies and poor politica. England should be an example to us.
Hitler said that he wanted nothing but peace and liberty for the German people, |
and that he was goimg to attain this by soclal measures and a successful forelgn |
policy, based on a strong army and efficient industry. Complete internal unity
of the people was a prerequisite for this.

Hitler further stated that German disunity, the particularistic and separatist
trends, Efxtxsxixxixinexiwx and the fights among the political parties during the
lest decades, had made a great policy impossible. He preved the good racial
qualities of the Nordic, and particularly the Germanic race and demanded that
the German person develop himself into a Master Race, which should be higher
in attitude and accomplishment, that the proud Englishman. Hitler went on
to describe the tremendous power of the Catholic Church which had brought misw
fortune to Germany; he aleo attacked Luther and his Peformation, and he attacked
the activities of free masonry. He particularly dwelt on the Jewish question
and proved that the Jews had, not only in Germany, but in the rest of the warld,
part ickpated in all subversive movenents., He criticized the policies of the
Hohenzollerns, and declared that Germany must never expose herself again to a
war on two fronts as she did in 1914-1918,

Hitler wae & master in appealing to the good qualities of the German
soldier and was particularly successful with younger officers. I had several
talks with General Beck about hils lectures and we both realizedthat they
represented a great danger since they served to draw the officers' corps closer

and closer to Nazism.

In these years the systematic rearmament began. When I now read in the
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indictment against the 24 war criminals thst the rearmament program was/mixmmed

for the purpos® of an aggressive war which had been planned all along I am

deeply shocked. I must say that even people who had as high positions as I

did never kmew anything about a planned aggreseive war, and that I and my colleagues
had offerred our collaborfation in the thought that we were fulfilling an

honorable duty to our Fatherland, We believed that the rearmament program was
beling conducted in tacit agreement with the western powers, Since the danger

of Coumunism was viewed very seriously not only in Germany but also in England,

There were four factors which confirmed me and my colleagues in our
attitude:

(4) The invitation of the United States to send an officer to the American
military academy for the study of American defensive sciences.

(B) The clese collaboration and open discussions which I was permitted te
have with the attaches of the hmarican. English, and Russian Armed Forces.

(C) The Naval Agreement of Hitler with Great Britain, and f

(D) The sanction which Hitler's prepagandistic fight agafnst Bolshevism
in the rest of the world.found.

I would like to state that War Minister von Blomberg never spoke to me
about the possibility of an aggressive war, but on the contrary, alwaye empha-
sized, whenever he redeived warnings from Schacht, industrialists, etc., because
of the Jewish and church agitation of the Nazis, that Hitler was much to0o snart
as to start a war. He would attain his aims in other ways, and his connecticns
in England, the United State=, and Prance were much better than wes thought,

In 1937 Keitel stat=d in a meeting of chiefs of sections that our generation
would have to make up for the igneminy of 1918, and could rut leave to our
chiddren a dismembered Germany. Hitler was determined, he said, to present his
demands to the world and this at a time When his age and =xtate of health would
permit him to settle the score with the world. He hoped to be able to resch his
goal without the help of weapons, However the armament program would have to be
conpleted by 1942,

If the documents found xmx prove that Hitler snd his clesest advisers
planned from the very beginning to wage aggressive war, whis will also prove
that only a small group wee involved which decdived not only the German people
but also the competent experts. During those months I often spoke about devel-

opuents with my subordinate officere and other comrades., All clearthinking men



rejected the methods of the party against church, Jews, the free masons, and their
methods of leglslation, Hitler retained his aureole since even we, who had alreauy
organizad oueselves in 1933 to oppose this system did not have sufficient procfes Lo
Convinge reasuviLbic povpie of o V10T Zaluvs of the aime of Hitler, In 1936 the
first terror methdds were undertaken in order to suppress any opposition to Hitler
or to hie party. It waenotable that workers in large factories approved of Hitler.
The exptremely well planned deception of the people was successful,

In 1937 the conception of theblitzkrieg arose firet in theoretic discussions.
It appears improbable that Hitler conceived this idea.

I opposed from the very beginding the idea of a blitzkréég, and as a result
bad violent erguments with members of the German General Staff, particularly Jedl
and Guderian,

I was of the opinion that any war that might break out would decide the very
existence of the nations involved. No natien would possess a weapon which would
decide the outcome of the war with lightning spped. I believed that any war might
be a long war which would be won by the nation that was economically strongest and
have the greatest amount of materiel. It was Germany's experience during the first
World War that she was unable to conduct such a war. The idea of the blitzkrieg
was mad, the idea of any new world war impossible.

I represented this idea in the various talke which I was ordered to give., 1
emphasized it since I saw how the idea of a blitzkrieg spread duns to Goebbel's propa-
gande., I emphasized it because I saw how the Nazis spread unbelievable theories
concerning economy and army,

The preparatory measures [or a mobilization were the reaul: »f the e~poricncas
of tho first world war and of the suggestions made by the then Captain Warlimont on
the basis of 2;: studies at the American Military Academy. Neo responsidble person in
my office believed that these preparatory meaesures were to be the basis of imperialist,
irresponsible attacks; we had learned too much from the first World War., I took every
opportunity to exprese my opinion that, in the state of development of technique and-
sspecially of the airplane, Germany must never wage war to gain its political and
economic aims, esince it was not in a position to surfive such a war., I was of the
opinion that in view of Germany's military, political, and geogr:-phically dangerous
poeition, and in view of the extent of Russian ermament, she should prepare the
necessary defense measures which the security of any country, even the smallest neutral

nation, requires, I believe that every officer and official who concurred with me in



wy attitude, fulfillsd the holicst duty towards his fatherland, just as any
American, Englishman, or Ruesian would do.

All those however, who knew of Hitler's plans and who propagated the ideas
of aggrewsive war for imperialistic rule of ths world, should toaay confess
their great guilt before the Gerwan pecple and before the world, I am con-
vinced that the majority of military leaders, ineofar as they did not belong
to the close circle around Hitler and Goering, did not know until 1938 of the
plans which were the basis for this world war, The responsibility of these
generals begins only later,

The years 1935-1937 brought developments in other spheres which the Supreme
military leadership could not tobdrate. The fight of Hitler against the church,
the execution of the Nurnberg EHEwe, the persecution of the Jews, and the destruction
of German jurisprudence, were heavy moral burdens which had to assume important
proportions for the Armed Forces and for our foreign affairs, Blomberg, and
certainly Goering, did not prevent these mehhods, but furthered them and thereby
weakened tho moral fiber of the Armed Forces and of the whole German people. The
German people at that time trusted the Armed Forces and hoped thet the militery
leadership would prevent these excesses of Nazi principles., The opposite
occurred and in this the Supreme Commander of the Army and the Navy, and later
particularly General Keitel and General Reinicke, later Chigf of the Nazi Leader~
ship Staff, assumed a heavy guilt, as did Goering and Blomberg of course. Later
General Schmundt, the adjutant of Hitler, played a similarly unpleasant role. They
became, whether out of expediency or conviction, the bearers of the Nazi spirit
in the Armed Forces. They and their helpers are the most guilty in the circles
of the Armed Forcee ad should be called to account for the national catastrophe
and for the middeeds of the regime. They are the onee who knew of the concen-
tration camps and of the other terroristic Nazi measures, who left the church,
who sab with the "mom of she purdy! dop and night, and who forgot their education
and morals in their New Nazi epirit.

I Lnow that General von Fritsch, General Beck, Admiral Cenariw, Schacht,
Reuech, and others as well as myself and later Blomberg and Keitel repeatedly
pointed to the dengers of the Nazi measures - without anything being done about
it. ‘

The following will show how weak Blomberg was vis-a-vis Hitler, In 1935

Blowberg cvuoluded an agreement with the government of Chiang Mal-Chek concerning
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an exchange of goods and authorized me te execute it. Germany delivered armament
materia , ad received raw materiale from China. Retchenau went to see Chiang Kai
Check and took with him a present from Hitler. While Reé¢henau was still in

Chine, Hitler gave in to Ribbentrop's suggestions and decided on a pro~Japanese
policy, and to break the agreement with China. Blomberg went along and left me
completiy in the lurch with all the incident financial difficulties. The agreement
wase broken four monthe after it had been put in force,

Another case: Schacht warned smmmsrxei concerning the speed of rearmament
since the production of vital goods was thereby being retarded and since
financial difficulties were to be expected. I supported this view with Blomberg
and pointed out that he ae Reich Minister wae also responsible for the welfare
of the German people. Bloxberg replied that in the Third Reich the Fuehrer alone
had the responsibility. Neither he nor I had any responsibility: ws had only
to execute the orders of Hitler. Blomberg often said such things.

I may say in conclusion: that there could have been only a very small
circle in the Armed Ferces who knew of Hitler's plane; all the others executed
their tasks out of love for their country ad a feeling of responsibility.

The officer corps gradually broke up iato twe groups -~ those who out of convictien
or ambition sporoved of everytning that was done by Hitler and his party, and
those who rejected the moraks add actions of the Third Reich. It is certain

that Geering, Blomberg, add later Keltel, Reinicke and Schmundt brought the

spirit of Nazisa inte the Army, killed the feeling of hcner, duty aidd
responsibility in the leaders, and in place of it intreduced the epirit of
subordination, lack of feeling of responsibility, of blind obedience and

lack of morality. This explains in great part the failure of the officer corps
and of the generals during later years.

Conditions in industry were similar, in my opinion. I do not believe that
Hitler informed economiste or industrialists of his plans for war. He saw in
the industrislists nothing but willing tools whom he used for his purposes,
by giving them work, profits add a new greatnese, and by emphasizing the
dangers of Bolshevism. The gentlemen of industry told me often during thﬁ war:
The generals are to be blamed for our tragedy because they did not liquidate

Hitler in time. I can only sey that industry is equally to blame. The industrial
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leaders have been fooled by Hitler just as the generals were. By their financing
of Party, Hitler, Goering and other Nazie ~ whether voluntarily or under
pressure — they gave the Nazi leaders the security and possibility for their
actions. Some of these industrialists promoted the corruption of Geering and
others by their wil ingnese and thereby ﬁave strengthened the regime, It would be
wrong to assume, however, that even one single industrialist ~ unless he were
a 100% Nazi ~ had the wish to see his work reinforced by war. There may have been
industrial imperialism in certain concerns — but there was no wish for another war.

Only those may be considered pvartly guilty who supported Hitler and Goering
in their plans for the creation of new war industries within the framework of
the Four Year Plan. Men like Kranich (?), Koppenberg, Pleiger, Budin and othere
of the airplane industry strengthened the Nazi belief if their own economic
superiority by misguided and excessive suggestions, and thereby undermined
the reasonable attitude of economic leaders and of myself. A few of the men
of the big banks also helped in this connection.

In many circles of industry there was the wish to stay away from Nazl
organizations, not to enter the party and not to enter the Nazi organization
for Technics. This latter organization, however, immediately tried to unite
within itself all of German industry and technics. I tried therefore to create
another organization to counteract this one in the form ofi "Defense Xconomic
Leaders", which was to comprise experienced and reasonable opponsats of the
Nazi regige out of thc circles of economy and industry, and who were to function
as the advisers of the conoamic organization of the Krmed Forces, In case of
mobilization they were supposed to be used in economic poeitions., The organiza-
tion could follow our policies only for a mRhort time since Gauleiter and party
xxxx opposed it with Goering, who thereupon ordered an investégetion of the
membere by the Gestapo, During the course of the war the term "Defense Hconomic
Leader" was degraded to a-distinction for faithful war services. The "Defense
Economic Leaders" therefore will have to be wvaluated from an entirely different
point of view, as far as their reliability is concerned; some of them were

outspoken ppponente of the Nazi system and of war agitation.

THE YEARS 1938 AND 1939 UP_TO THE OUTBREAK OF WORLD WAR TI.

The years 1938 and 1939 were the decisive years for the future of the Nazi
system, and the years out of which the guilt of the German people grows.

After the Olympic Games of 1936 had been a wonderful international succese, after
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a rebuilding of the German Navy had been sanctioned by the Naval Agreement

with England, end after the econetruction of cities and highways flourished

all over the country, and were considered an expression HEf Hitler's "work of
peace", the German people became convinced that Hitler wented peace and welfare
and wes taking certain military and armament measures only because of the danger
of Bolshevism,

Then one after another/ event oecurred which lead to the formation of the
Opposition which mnfortunately was not successful in liquidating Hitler in time,

The firet such an event was the dismissal of the Supreme Commander of the
Army, General von Fritsch, and the impossible second marriage of the War Minister
von Blomberg. In spite of my repeated requestes, Keitel never told me the true

in the third Reich,
story of these two events., As uaual[a cloak of deep secrecy was put over these
events.

I don't know how the matter of Blomberg's second marriage ended. I can
inagine chose this wonan in order to show to Hitler that he was the man who out
of a deep feeling cf bolonging to the people, was marrying a woman of the people.
I do not know whebther the Gestapo hed aything to do with the matter. There is
no doubt about the fact that through this marriage Blomberg deeply harmed the
prestige of the officers' dorps, and strongly supported Hitler's endeavore to
proletarize the officers' corps,.

Hitier's true face was shown in his manners against General Fritsch. Goering
and other Nazi leaders had seen to it that the officers! corps, eepaclally the
officers of the old Imperial Army, were considered as Xxx reactionaries, as
opponents of the National Socialist dynamic power, and as enenies of the new
Nazi philospphy, who under Fritsch, and under the antiquated German General
Staff, would never bs useful helpers of the new regime. The weakness of Blombebg
and Keitel and the egotism of the Chief of the Navy, couid do nothing againet

against the army
the mzitation/of Goering and his colleagues - Milch, Bodenschatz, Breim, Richt-
hofen, etc. Added to this was the fact that men of the army such as the fenerals
Reinicke, Jodl, and others supported this agitation againet the officers' corps,
in order Yto go along with the new times, "

I shall refrain in th?ﬂ memorandun to go into any detail; concerning the
disgraceful liquidation of General Fritsch, but must put this question: How was

it possible that the highest military leaders did nothing against this act of

force on the part of Hitler? How could a new Supreme Commander of the Army take
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over, as did General von Brmuchitsch, without having first the whole matter
cleared up, and without a complete rehabilitation of General wén Fritschl? What
role was played in those days by Goering, Keitel, and Beauchitsch? Why did zo
one ask for a punishment of Himmler and the members of his Gestapo for what had
been done to Gensral von Fritsch? Undoubtedly this was the complete failure om
thepart of the supreme military leadere, which later led to the unscrupulous
treatment which Hitler applied to the military leaders of the Army. I have
never been able to understand why xxm Fritsch later accepted his appointaent
as chief of an artillery regiment and why he ssked that nothing be done about |
hie case. Il believe that when he was before Warsaw he wanted to die, since
events after his dismissal showed that his consideration of Hitler had been
wrong. .

A few weeks later Hitler invaded Austria. This attack had been kept so
secret that even I as Chief of the Department in the OKW learned of it only
when the order was given to march into Austria. If I remember correctly Schacht,
who was then minister of Economics, alsw leapned of it only at the time the
border was creesed.

Tﬁeae two events which definitely revealed the true thinkkng and lack of
morals on the part of Hitler, Xsxa led to tha formation oflan opposition group
within the officer corps of the Army, which I shall in the future refer to as
the group Beck-Witzleben, We realized that Hitler's policy would create serious
tensions both within and without the country, that Hitler was playing with the
fate of Germany, and that his lack of morals would destroy the German people.

We came to the conviction that a liquidation of Hitler would serve the good of
the German people, but that such a deed would meet with strong oppoesition within
the people, and that only the Army would be able to execute such a msesure.
General von Witzleben was determined to execute the measure after the leader-
ship of the generals had shown no reaction whatever against Hitler's treatment
of General von Fritsch. If I remember correctly, nothing was actually done
becagse Count Brockdorff-Rantzau told Witzleben that the young officer corps
would be unreliable 'in thie respect, and that thers was danger of a betrayal.

I velieve thet Schacht's advice was asked.

The next event was Hitler's action againet Czechoslovakla which he wanted

to cover up by the incorporation of the Sudetenland. Without any documents

I am not in a position to des aibe the exact sequence of the preparations. I do
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remember that my own office and the Ministry of Economics were informed only at
the last moment, and we were given no details. Keitel told us merely that
Czechoslovakia ac the jujping board to Soviet Russia represented adagger to the
peace and that her strength would be considerably weakened by taking the Germans
living there, especially the Sudeten Germans, back into the homeland. We of the
Beck-Witzleben group, especially General Beck, saw the possibility of another
war 1in this renewed violation of international law, since we were sure that
England and France would not stand for surh a measure of force and territerial
change, Beck resigned add al. of us discussed the question whether we should
follow suit. The only reason we did not resign was the realization that Hitler
rejoiced at the resignation of each of the older officere of the army since thise
enabled him to infect the leadership apparatus with the spirit of Nazism, The
new Chief of the General Staff, General Halder, was faveurabdly inclined to our
thoughts and was in touch with Witzleben. There 1llowed the memorable discussions
between Chamberlain and Hitler. In the Sudeten territory the Nazis provoked the
necessary difficulties, and the tension frose from day to dey. I do not know
what actually happened during the last two days bafore Munich. We were under the
impression, however, that mobilization wae being discussed in the inner circle ‘
of the lesdership staff of the Armed Forces., The warnings which were givn te
Keitel by different people, were not eonsidered; the danger of war was here,

One day in Spetember Witzleben went oto sem Halder in ordar to get from him
inspructions to start the revolt snd so to try at the last m nute to prevent war,
1 4o not know whether Brauchitsch learned of this meeting. Halder will be able
to answee thie question., At this moment we received news of Hitler's political
victory and that the meeting in lMunich was over. This unexpected solution made
it impossible for Witzleben to raise the weapon against Hitler. In spite of all
the lies and all the immoral methods of the Nazi regime Hitler's reputation rose
teemendously.

We were so amazed at this turn of evenﬁs that for a time we did not know
whether we were actually on the right path, Our attitude was confirmed however
when Keitel returned from Munich. He briefly described the negotiations in a
meeting of section chiefs and told ue of the very apparent lack of power on tﬁe
Brench and Bnglish side. Hitler had realized during the meeting he said that it
would not be possible to collaborate with England and France bdut that England

wanted to gain time in order to complete its rearmament prograg. The impoftant

thing for us was to get ahead of them in the way of armaments and we would have



to increase, not dedrease, the speed of our armament. All of this showed quite
clearly that Hitler was willing to arrive at his adms by force. All of us in the
Beck~Witzleben group were filled with the hope that fate would interfere with
Eitler's pilane belfors 1242,

#oom {Lle moment on I carried on an open propaganda against war by pointing
to the fact that Germany could not wage war for reasons of finance, food and raw
materials. I tried to show the madness of Goering'e .lans at ak autarchy.,

1 demanded that more funds should be made available to make Germany economically
strong and not to spend @oney only on new divisions. I was of the opinion that
eachnew division wes strengthening the Blitzkrieg idea of Hitler, while an
economic strengthening of Germany would bring her closer to the economy of phe
rest of the world, and would do away with the thought of war. I was opposed to
the methods of Todt which were being used in the construction of the Xx Westwall.
Schacht, Krosigk and I, as well as some otheré. tried to point to the madness

of the continually rising epeed of armamentx, Everything we did was in vain.
Hitler played the heads of the three armed forces against each other., Wherever
he did not attain the desired results, he appointed Commissars and pleni-
potentiaries who only increased the confusion 1n;2:onomy. Anyone who opposed his
madnese, wae called a defeatist and saboteur, and reported to the Gestapo,

The measures against the lives and property of the Jewish population in
Novembsr 1938, and the overpowering of Czechoslovaka in March 1939 were the two
other acis of [force which strengthened our conviction that the Hitler Government
would have to be liquidated. We knew notaing of the attack on Czechoslovakid.
Keitel later zave us compleicly amisleading reasons, Lven then Keitel deceived
the officers who worked under him by giving them faikse data. ﬁe felt to be
speaking for Hitler, and from that time on positively supported Hitler's
deception of the German people,

of the Re#¢h Defense Council

In November I attended a meeting/with Goering,as observer of the OKW,
during which Goering described the events of the pogrom of Nof., 8, Goering did
criticize the cruelties and crimes of the Gauleiter and Nazi leaders, but on the
whole he backed the acticn, This meeting in which the shameless behaviour of
Streicher and of certain Gestapo and SA leaders was brought up, shook me so
deeply that I imm-diately went to see Keitel in order to tell him of these

conditions., Keitel rejected these actions but was not willing to make represen—

tations with Hitler as coming mikkx¥xw from the Armed Forces, since "this was a
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purely politicel matter of the Fuehrer and perty, in which a doldier had nothing
to say". If I remember correctly I told Brauchitsch of what went on at this
meeting.

If up to this period the supreme commanders of the three arms of the Armed
Forces and the highest troop leadere 4id not see sufficient reason to warn Hitler
of the dangers threatening the fatherland, and did not request a change in the
political policy, in 1939 the last moment had arrived to do this if they did not
want to blame themselves, At this point no one could claim lack of knowledge,
or compliance with duty. 3Zvery one had seen what had happened to the Jews,
everybody knew of Hitler's arrangements at Munich and his repeated declarations
thet he had no further territorial demsnds, everybody had seen his attack on
Czechoslovakia, everybody sew his suppression of the church and thetakkng away
of Bhildren from their parents, and everybody lsughed over the steadily in-
creasing corruption among party officials. ®very thinking person should have
known that euch a policy, which violated every feeling of humanity and interna-
tionel lew, must ruin our fatherlend. If the highest leaders at this point stlll
hid themselves behind the principle "the Fushrer alone has the responsibllity
and we have to follew him xwdxwmxhsaymxkaxxfak¥mwxhim with unfailing trust, they
became accomplices in guilt, @uilty aresso those millions of adherents who
sgreed with everything the "beloved Fuehrer" did, in the way of applause and
financial contributions, and who had made our £ight against these crininale so
extremely difficult.

Induetry played a role in this time which 1 have not been able to understend,
I an not talking avout the men now, who were wild Nazis, such as Pleiger, Geilen-
berg, Porsche, Lawernz, Avieni, Bubin, Voses, Hunke, and others. The mass of
the other leading men in industry and economy were enraptured by the successes
of Hitler and saw no possibility to reject finencial support of the regime and
of the party. It is true that the terror of the labor front of the Nazi economic
deputy and of the gauleiter was great, but even the innermost btEoughte of the
otherwise so realistically thinking economists agreed somewhat with Hitler so
that some of them considered me as mueh too pessimistic. With the exception of
a very few, most of them lived in this thought: "Eitler will never permit another
war, certainly not a war with the Western Powers, Wec are aralng es a defense
azainet Russia. Hitler's sim ie péace and a united greater Germany".

After some of my lectures I aften discussed these questions openly with




economists, and was astonished to see that I, as representative of the OKW,
judged Hitler's internal and foreign policy much more critically than the
industrialiste, and that I had many more misgivings concerning the economic
consequences. Only, when war was actually there, did a part of them lose their
faith in Hitler.

It is my duty to emphasize that there was a group of men who, from the
very beginning, were opposed to the Nazi system. These were: Mr, Reusch,
Hermann Bosch, Carl Friedrich von Siemens, Director Wittke-Dillingen, Dr. Wild-
grubew—~ Dresden, Dr, Loeser, of Krupps, Mr. Buecher of the ARG,

Men such as Reusch have proven that even in the Third Reich i¥ was possible
to serve the Fatherland without supporting the criminal ¥azi systep. XEven if
he lost hise position as head of the concern, Gute Boffnungshuette, and 211 his
other positione, He came through as a courasgeous, honest, German men, who deservcs

honor and regognition.

FROM_THE OQUTBREAK OF WAR TO THE BEGINNING OF THE OPERATIONS IN THE EAST.
was overshadowed by
The summer of 1939 simmgximxshaxxigmxuf the German-Polish tension, The

German people believed thet Danzig and the Corridor would return to Germany, and
that then Hitler would have attained his goal. There were few people who saw
the danger and believed in the possibility of a war.

In June I received instructions from the Befense leadership Btaff, to
examine the papers for the Defense Economy of Polend. Neither I nor my staff
were kept informed concerning the preparatio & then going on within the Armed
Forces Leadership Staff and within the General. In July I went on a long
vacation, When I returned, peipesctlons f0r o comduiisged altock wers in full
swing, from the first moment I was of the opinion ¥hat wer with Poland would
mean a new world war, Keitel and the Armed Forcee Leadership Staff rejected this
view, and believed that Hitler would be able to attain his aims, without the use
of weapons, and that in case of a war, England would drop Poland with a cool
smile.

I asked & nunber of economists to come and see me in order to get their
views oI the situativie 3 parvicuiarly wanted to talk to men who kmew the opinion
of people abroad and who would have an opinion concerning Germany's economic

ability to fight. The opinion was practically unanimous; They believed that

the Western Powers would not stand for an attack on Poland, ¥at would be ready



to undertake eomething againstHitler's continual dieturbances of the peace.
Theee economic leaders shared my view that a German-Polish war would be a
serious danger and might mean a new world war. They agreed that Germany was not
able to wage » long war, for economic reasons. Almost all of them were of the
opinion that I was too pessimistic and that Hitler did not want a world w=ar.
Thie opinion of theirs waes reinforced ;hen the non-aggression pact with Russia
wee concluded, and now there were people in induetry, such as Voegler and Borber (?)
who did not judge too unfakorably the proepects of a war with Bngland and France.
The conditicn wae that the United Sta%es of course whould not enter such a war.

For us men of the opposition group, an attack on Poland meant a world war,
Goerdelar, Popitz, Plank, Hassel, Wittke, and others came to eee me and asked me
to do everything I could in order to prevent war. I wrote a brief memorandum in
whicn I proved on the basis of figuees that Germany wes incapable of weging a
long war of materiel, that-our economic armament was not ::::;: sufficient, and
that the economic mobilization preparations had hot been concluded.

About 14 days before the outbreak of wer, I tried to give Keitel this
memorandum, Soon after I had started to read it $e him, h e interrupted me,
as he ususlly did, and stated that Hitler had no intention whatever of waging a
world war. Keitel seid that Eitler would get what he wanted in Poledd, and that
no nation would be reedy for Poladd's present boundaries. The French were a
corrupt pacifist nation, the English much too decadent, in order to really give
help to Poland, snd the United Statee would never send a single man across the
ocean in order to get the chestnuts out of the fire for either England or Poland.

When I said to Keitel #hat men who knew the world had talked differeltly to
me, for example Goerdeler and several other industrialists, Keitel declared:
"Don't let the Fuehrer know that you are in touch with Gordeler. He'll kkck
you out!" On the Sunday before the Polish campaign, I went to see Keitel again
and gave him statistics concerning the principle raw materizls and prodngtign‘
areas of Germeny and of the Western Powere, in order to prove again the compara-
tive weakness of Cermany in a defense economic sense, as compared with the other
great powers, Keltel told me the next day that he had given the material to
Hitler, that Hitler had agein negatéd the danger of a world war, and had pointed

to the change of the whole situstion brought about by the xx agreement with

Russia.

We never learnmed of what actually happened in the political circles around



Hitler during those days.

The defense economic staff, the plenipotentiary Ifcr industry, and the othe;
economic authorities were always, before and during the war, left out of any
basic discussions with Hitler. Hitler's economic advisers, were Goering, later
Todt, and Speer. I Xxxxm objected to Keitel several times about this procedure
since it wes an impoesible one if I was to carry out the tasks assigned to me.
Keitel always refused to have theeconomic officers participate, ostensibly for
reasons of secrecy, and pointed to Hitler's order that everyone should know only
as much a8 was absolutely necessary. The actual reason wass that Hitler had abso-
lutely n> comprehension of the importance ¥ExiXs® and the requirements of industry,
and belleved that industry could be commandeered just as a troop. Keitel often
recognized my economic misgivinge, but was too weak to properly fight for thea
with Hitler. Only the big military defeats were able to donvince Hitler of the

importance of industry.
that a German Polish was might break out, ]
Our group wae so concerned, "&¥Xaxrxxulixafxkyxauktxexkxafxxsxfazaxx that

Schacht, Gisevius, and Oster came to see me the evening prior to the first attsck
to ask me to again try to have Keitel or Helder postpoac the date of the attack.
If such a delay could be effected, they hopgd to be able to settle the question by
diplomatic means., A meeting with Canaris that evening showed that the att .ck had
already heen postponed by several days and that diplomatic negotiations were still
going on, We both agreed however, that neither Hitler nor Keitel could be moved
by loglcal reasons to change their tactice and that we would have to do everything
in our power to prevent &he wer againet Poland xm from developdng into a world war.

The situation concerning defense and armament economics was as follows at

the outbreak of the Polish war,

The German.food situation had considerably improved during 1938 to 1939,
There was still a lack of fate, but sufficient corn supplies offered a guarantee
tart a war of one or two years duration could be conducted. The raw material
situation was not very good in view of the long rearmament, and the small imports
of raw materials, and in no way warranted a world war without/::it?::eign importe.
The fuel situstion was unfavorable, the supplies would last only for about three
quartere of a year,

The financial situation was extremely tense, the preparations for war in an

economic way were bed in the fields of synthetic fuel, india rubber, powder, and
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expléxives. The production and installations for sx® munitions and tanks were
very much behind.

Industry had a small supply program ready which was probably sufficient for
a war against Poland, but not for a world war. The preparations of the Ministry

of Economics, of home and industry ait protection, the assurance of workers against

being drafteg, and the assurance of half-finished profiucts were not nearly concluded.

If actual warfare had immediately get in on the western front, and if France
had not so quickly collapses, Germany would heve had considerable difficulties in

en aconomic way. I was present at the Reiehstag meeting of 1 September when war

was declared, and must say that this meet ing made a horrible impreseion on me, because

the BAtanic motions of Hitler and the absolutely crazy behaviour of the deputies
showed how irresgonsidble and dnscrupulous this regime was in plunging the German
people and the whole world into war. I can still hear the words of Hitler!: "Who-
ever is sgainst this, either directly or indirectly, will fall,"

After this I refused to enter the Reichstag and had therefore nnt taken part
in the meeting which took place after the Western Campaign, I shall revert later
to tLe question of guilit of the Reichstag. Instructions isesued during the first
weeks of war, in the fleld of mobilization, and the propagenda on the part of the
government add the party, represented nothing but a deception of the German people.
The German people were told that Hitler did not waht a world war but was anxious
only to settle the Polisg question, and that if there should be a war with the
Western Powers, it would be a short one which Germany would win with its superior
armament @nd the invincible Luftwaffe. The truth ard the seriousness of the

eituation were supprewsed. Goering reproached me for having said at a meéting

of the Reich Group Indudtry on 30 November 1939, that the situation wae very serious,

During the course of the Polish campaign, Popitz, Goerdeler, Hassel, Beck,

and I met in order toO discues the liquidation of the Hitler government in case Hitler

were to start a world war. I wasof the opinion that only the army could carry

out such a measure since the Alr Corpe was completely National Sodialistic and the
Navy would be of no use, I was also of the opinion tha , beesides Hitler, Keitel
and Goering and all of the Nazi leaders whould be arrested and that such action
mast be executdd as a legal measure, and not as the revolt of a emall oppositionsl
eroup, 1 took i% upon myself to tell Halder and Brauchitsch of these demands of

the oppositional group, and to get 2 clear viewof the attitude among the leading

generale.. Goerdeler and Popitz wanted to tell Brauchitsch in a personal intermisw
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of the seriousnese of the situation and the necessity of liquidating Hitler,
Hitler's speech in the Buergerbraesukeller at Manich and the then beginning agitation
against Hitler proved that we were rizht. On November 26 Oster and Dohnanyil came to
see me and told me thet according to information received by the Abwehr, the inter-
national situation was leading to a wrld war. On Nov. 27 I went to see General
Halder and asked him to bring about an interview between Popitz, Goerdeler and
Brauchitsch. We spoke quite openly about liquideting Hitler. Hader shared our views
completely and in takking to us represented more Brauchitsch's views than his own.
He told ue about thiw: That Brauchitsch was against the use of force and would never
agree to & coup d'etat. He ae Chief of the General Staff could not how, that we wecre
at war, permit the leadership of the army to break up into two groups, and these
were the reasons for rejecting a coup d'etat:

1. The German ermy is, because of its upbringing, %= not fit to undertake a coup
d'etat. In the opinion of Leeb and Witzleben the young officer corps was completely
gnreliabla politically and believed in Hitler.

2. We have no persunality comaanding sufficient respect among the people who could
take Hitler'!s place.

3. Since the defileat of 1918 the German people had been completely raotless and
needed a new ideal, sdich as the National Socimlist ldea.

4, The fight of the Englieh was not dirscted against Hitler and the Nazis, but instead
against the whole German people and ite recent economic rise. I

5, The German people must not again be so deceived and made to put down its weapons
as it was in 1918 with the promises of Wilseon. .

My remark that in such a situation not only the political leasderhip, but a_so
the military leadership was responeible tohistory, could not chenece Halder's
attitude. He refused to arrange the meeting with Brauchitsch, but was ready to taik
with Beck himsolf, and to receive a written aide memoire from Goerdeler. The exchange
of notesbetween Halder and Goerdeler was effected throuch me. -

In the beginning of December, after Keitel had told me again that he would not
inform Hitler of my economic miegivings, I and Mr, Posse wrote a memorandum to show
that for economic reasons we could not wage a world war. On December 10 we showed
this memorandum to Minister Funk, and asked him to inform Hitler of the facts.

Funk refused to do this and said he had no intention of influencing Hitler's plane in

any way, Funk also refused to show the memorandum to Goering with the remark that

Goering would show it to Hitler, and this would be held against Funk,
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I reported this incident to Keitel and added that my concern about the future
of the German people was becoming stronger in view of this attitude on the part of
¥sadarix leading personalities.

In January 1940 the agitation against me on the part of the National Secialiet
League for Tecnnical Sclence was fruitful, and Hitler declared that he wes not
satisfied with themeasures taken by the economic oftfices .i tucArmed Forves, that
the Army Weapon Office had been & complete failure, and that scldiere were incapable
of organizing an economy; for that a man of industry was needed, a new man who was
filled with the dynamic spirit of National-Socialism,

The result of long discussions between Hitler, Goering and Keitel was that

L] s

Dr. Todt was appointed Minlzter of Armament and smIiZon. Thic wée e P2ginning

5 three-fold line of economic war measures: &. G.B.W. (?), b Armed Forces, and

¢. Reich Midnistry of Armament and Munition. Besides that, Goering gave orders to

nis various plenipotentiaries. This created chaotic gonditions in the administration
of the war economy which represents a great part of the guilt of Hitler, Goering,
Keitel and Funk.

In the meantime Ambassador von Hassel, Catholic circles (Miller) Oster and
Dohnanyi had succeeddd in taking up contacte with the Vatican in order to find
out whether the English governmant would he ready tn nagotiate in caee the Hitler
regime were t0 be NYEXXNXNWEAY overthrown, We hoped that such evidénca would mowe
Breuchitsch to undertake a coup d'etat. At the beginning of April 1944 the result
of tne Rome diseuseions was received and was very encouraging for our aims.

I had been recovering at the sanatarium Weidner in Dresden and went to see Halder
in ordor to tell him of the attitude of the Vatican. Since I did not know ehough
about the possibility of these p-ace negotiations, I asked Xim ;g;;l!lillt Ambassador

be received.
von Hassel, who could give xim further details,/ @n this dnte Hadder was completely
oppoesd to Hitler but pointed out again that the supreme leaderehip of the army
¢~v1d not undertake a revoll. Halder kcpt the @ocument I had given him for ten days,
and when he returned it to me he said that Brauchitsch was not ready to underteks
anything against Hitler, ond was also unvilling to receive von Hassel, Halder told
me later the Brauchitsch had planned to have me arrested, but Halder had prevented
this. In the course of tha correspondence between Halder and Goerdeler, Hadler told

Goerdeler on Easter Sunday 1940, that the army would be reedy to undertake something

sgainst Hitler's government if the Fatherland should require it.

Thus our efforts to prevent kxwrm world war had failed, fate took ktes course,
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the world war began.

The guilt of the closest sdvissrs of Hitler, of the Cabinet, of the lesders of
the SS and Gestapo, and the perty leadership in agitating for war, ts obvioue,

But the highest military leaders, especially. Breuchitsch and Rader, will have to

be taken to account by the German People and will have to state what they did in
necessary

order to prevent war. This is especially kxxm in view of the fact that I told

Keitel and Brauchitsch, through the mediation of Halder, that according to

Geheimrat Buecher of the AEG the Belgian King was of the opinion that war between

England and Germany could be avoided even without the overthrow of the Nazi regime,

i aleo told Xeitel and Halder that Goering had made peace fealers via Sweden. Canaris

and ¥ I warned Xeitel repeatedly of the consequences which an atteck on Belgien

end Holland would have in the rest of the world,

I do not know what happened during the meeting of the generals in the spring of
1940, or whether the supreme military leadership made representztions sgeinet Hitler'!s
plans: But I do reproach the highest gilitery leesdere for for not having attempted,
£xik if they did not agree with Hitler, to withdraw from being accomplices by at
least asking to be permitted to resign. On the basis of the documente submitted to
them it would have been their duty to prevent war and to protect the German people
from thée deed of madness., I am not able to say whether such a duty could have been
fulfilled only by a forceful overthrow of the Government. I am able to Judge all
this only from a very personal point of visw. I am not informed about what went on
in the immediate entourage of Hitler, or between him and the generzle,

I cannot understand why there was no opposition whatever on the part of labor
either on Sept. 1, 1939 or later on the occasion of other violations of intermatdonal
law. Labor leaders failed during thistime juet as much as the officers, officials
or other professional groups, which are being so much sttacked todsy by the
German Communist Party. I juet want to recall the violent acclaim which the Nazi
epeeches and iies and promises found in the big industrial concerns during the

first yeare of the war.
imuorality
The armistice with France again showed the Iazkxsfxumrx¥x of Hitler's plans,
My office had proposed that France be given clear economic kx duties, and that
besides a preliminary peace be concluded with her so as to get the voluntary

collaboration of French industry in support of German war ec:nomy, Hitler rejected

any economic conditions and Keitel declared that our claime on French economy were
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clearly laid down in the preamble to the armistice agreement, which could be
construed in such a way as to justify eny demand which we considered necessery.

The basic discussions for an invasion of England must have taxsn Tlece in a
vorr saail circle. I wae never asked by Keitel to atiend svch discussions at which
either the vlanned invasion of the reasons for not undertaking it, were taken upd
I was esked by the OKH to organize an economic staff for the occupatlon of ngland
and to get ready ail econcmic docuaenis whick might be needed by an occupetion army.

I went to emphasize one important point inconnection with the war against
England: The Defense Economic Office sald clearly, when air attacks against English
industry were being discussed, that mass attacks against industrial cities would not
induce England to conclude peace, since

1. English industry is regionally too well distributed to be shut down completely;
2. the Germsn ILuftwaffe was not strong enough to effectively attack such large
3. 2£:iséerror acte are bound to cause retaliation which would seriously harm
Germany when about two heers hence the English-American armament industry
would be fer superior to the German.
I x decidedly.warned against undertakkng such attacks.
Goering bitterly complained to'Hitler about my ettitude and that of my offices.

THE OPERATIONS_IN THE EAST AND THE WAR ECONOMIC SITUATION UP TO MY SEPARATION
FROM_THE_OKW

In November 1940 I wae told by Goering that Hitler plannedla war ageinst Soviet
Ruseis. Goering ordered me, Genera. v, Hanneken, and the State Secretaries Koerner
and Neumenn to his apartment and declared that Hitler had to attack Ruesia since
Russis was planning to attack Germeny. Goering seid he would take over the ad-

necessary
ministretion of Russia. All/ecoromic measures would have to be undertaken,
Since we were deeply shocked by this news and pointed to the dangers of a war on two
fronte, Goering replied that Hitler wes convinced the war would be decided within
three months, since the ¥x border states, the Ukraine and the Ceucasue States
would desert Moscow. Goering would destroy the industries in the Ural with hie
Luftwaffe &nd reestablish the commoetioms wilh llLe Far Bast by occupying the
Trens-Siberian reilroad by parackniasizsaiasasds by troops which were to be trans-
ported by air. This attitude was 80 stragge and so inconceivable that I immediately
informed Keitel and the men of our opposition group of it, Keitel confirped that
Hitlerhad such £ plan but said that the other statements made by Goering were sheer
nonsense, Keitel never spoke to me concerning the reasons and aims of this war.

From evelyhnilg Luse 4 uvard later, I think that the reasons for stabting the war

against Rusela were these: (1) The party did not like the new friendship with Ruesia
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since its officials and numerous SS leaders had already seen themselves mf &8

owners of xIx large estates and as leading personalitids in the new living space
provided by Poland and Euesia. (2) Hitler had recognized thet hie idea of a
blitzkriep was wrong and that the war would last & long time., He did not have
sufficient food supplies for a long war., (B3) Stete secretary Backe had told
Hitler that the "black s0il" could feed 21l of Central Xurope. (4) Hitler was
afraid that af the completion of their armament program, Russia might atteck
Germany. (5) Roeenberg had given Hitler a completely wrong picture of the strength
end popular feeling of Soviet Russia.

Hitler prepared thie war with great finesse and with the uglieat manouvers
of deceit, firwt in order to decetve the Ruessians concernirg his plane, snd second,
in order to justify to the German people his change of attitude. If Hitler eaid
later that the German leadershlp had been decelved concerning the strength of
Soviet Russia, thie only proves in what irresponsdble manner Hitler started this
war. The documents which were presented to the leadership by the Nconouic Armament
Office and the warninge connected therewith, should have caused serious considera—
tion in a responsible leadership.

During the course of the war, the Armed Forces Leadership Steff, the General
Staffe of the three Arms of the Armed Forces, and.the highest commanding authorities
were given somuch good meterial and so many clear warnings concerning the strength
of the Ruseian power that no military leader conld today claim that he was surprised
by the Russian power of endurance.

The Armed Forces Leadership Staff and the nighest leaders of the three parts
of the Armed Forcee assumed great gullt when, in spite of all these wornings, they
continuéd this war with Hitler up to the complete collapse. Lven Keitel admitted
to nme when I reeigned that my opinions of Russia had beem correct and my warnings
justifieds But it had not been poseible to convinc® Hitler. The military leaders,
who even after the catastrophe of Stalingrad, and after July 20 1944, expressed their
loyalty tc Hitler, gave proof of their lack of responsibility. The Russian cam-
paizn has clearly shown immorality of the whole Nezi eystem, the crimiral egotiem
of Hitler, and the complete submissivemess to him of the military and political
leaders. It also proved that the majority ofnthe highest military leaders did not

have the mental or morsl etrength to separate themselves from this system, That is

their guilt.
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THE ADMINISTRAT ION OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIXS. and the Nazi

organizations
The indictment against the 24 war criminals shows thet theyfare made responsible

for the administration of the occupied territores. I would like to say the following
in thie connection. The economic exploitation os the occupied territories was
directed by Goering, the police measures by Hitler. Goering issued instructions
in connection with his 4 Year Plan xxi to the military commanders and to the civil
commissioners of the occupied territories. The Economic Armament Office distributed
the armement industry among the parts of the armed forces which were responsible
for the development and reactivation of the factories. The leading spirit of the
Four Year Blan was State Secretary Neumann, who cincersly tried to conduct the
; planned,

exploitation of the occupied territories in a FXmxy humanly decent manner which would
be in agreement with internaticnal law. The army and navy authorities followed
this policy at first while SS, the Organization Todt, end the Iuftwaffe went thelr
own wayse, and unscrupulously appropriated ta themselves State and private property.
The seme is true of the organizations Sauckel and Speer, andof the civil commissioners
Koch, Lohse, stc. who had been appointed by Hitler. The bad effects of the actions
and mannsr of wen such &z these were increased by the sharp instructione wiich Hitler,
Himmler and Goering gave for the harsh treatment of the population and which had
for its aim the exploitation of the very last man. Another cause 2:1 these bad
effects was thc shameless personal behaviour of the Nazi leaders who had no respect
for state or private property in order to satisfy their own desires, The deep
immorality and complete lack of faeliné of responsibility of the Nazi leaders, led
to the miadeeds.msntioned in the indictment. Ohe German soddier hated all these
ections, but a great majority of the military leeders did not proceed with the
necessary severity against these measures. The army had soon adopted Keidells
principle that "what the SS does 1s none of our business,"

The ermed forces had gk mk put their economic organizationf at the disposal
of the Nazis for the administration of the occupied territofler, I assigned two
tasks to this orgenizetionj (A) to help ﬁhe troops, and (B) to be a friend und helper
to thé country. The organization was to rebuild what had been destroyed,to meintain
what still existed, to reconstruct and not to destroy., The membere of this organi-
zation were taught by mp to be human, orderly, and modest. Whenever I found men who

did not work in this scnse, I diemisscld them, I even didnisesed the leaderf of the

Beonomic Staff Bast, General Schbbert, when I found out that his ldeas approached
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the ideas and policies of Hitler.

It was my principle that an occupied territory will only remain calm if its
inhabitants earn their bread by labor, and if they are treated as human beings who
cannot be blamed for the war. I saw that the population liked the mili%ary economic
authorities, and that their suffering began only when brown or black authorities
took over the work. I do not know how the Refense Economic Organization was exploited
after my resignation. I will give but one example of my attitude§ On Goering's
instructions I was made a mewber of the Board of Directors of the Herusu= wuering
Worke and of the Contineutul Oel A, G. , us a repredentative af the Aramed Forces,

I received no remuneratioh but was only to reprecent the interests of the Armed
Forces. After the first mmeting of the DOARD of divectors I informed both companies
that I was resigning, eince I wze not willing to be a member of companies which had
as thei; aim finencial eorruption and theft in other countries.

IHE QUESTION OF FOREIGN LARCRERS,

The removal and treatment of foreign labtorees is in ay mind Bme of the worst
chapters of the Nazi syster., It is a fact that State Secretary Syrup tried sincerely,
both before and during the first months of the war, to direct all questions ofhlabor
supply in a humanitarian and professional fashion. But one could already see in the
treatment of the German laborere, in their unscrupulous resettlement in other industrial
areas, in the separation of their families, and extremely hard work, wikxk what Hitler
himeelf expreesed during the war: "I consider these people only cattle; they do
not work, they must be beaten, and for that I have Hiumler." Sauckel ecopted this
attitude and later his organization adopted it. I believe that Sauckel took over
his post with the best intentions, but like all men in the circle around Hitler, ha
became a victim of the demon Hitler and in efew weeks he became inhuman, and brought
suffering into all countries, Hitler recognizedin 1942 what Gensral Ollricht and
I had prophesidd since thebeginning of the war, namnely that his plans for increasing

the army and extonsion of industry would have to fail because € the lack of man

power, and that our production would not be able to keep pace with that of the rest

of the world. Sauckel and Speer bear the guilt for thie crimc to humanity since
they followed the unecrupulous and inhuman exploitation of human labor.
The labor procuring athorities were from this point on one of the worst Nazi

institutions of this war. Their leaders were the vilest kind of National Socialists .

BEE ENTRY OF THE UNITED STATES INTO THE WAR )

The lack of a feciing of responsibilily und/frivolity of the Hitler system
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were again evidenced in ite evaluation of the attitude of the United States towards
Germany and toward the European war. According to everything that we were tolq during
the farst months of the war, Hitler was certain of a btenevolent neutrality of the
United States towards Germany. Waen the first deliveries of war material from the
United Sta tes to Ingland became known, the belief of American heutrality was still
maintained, and the deliveries were represented as ithe transactions of Jewish spec-
ulators. Any thought that the United States mxx might be on the side of England, not
only for economice but also for moral reaeons, was rejected with disdsin., All remarks
to the offect that the United States had alresdy once contributed to Germeny's collapse
by virtue of her superior economic strength, were pushed aside, When the U.S. made
clear its attitude, these same men declared that the MEREx United States could never

be a danger to us since by the time that might be possible, the war would long have
been decided. The frivolity of the supreme leadership went so far shat in 1942

Keitel and Goering rejected the figures of the Bconomic Armaaent Office coneerning
the American war potential, &s the 'gossip of Jewish agents," or as the very pessi -
mistic vi-w of the Economic Armament Office. In 1943 proof was given that the pro-
duction figures which I have given, were being far surpassed in the United States.
Only in 1943, when the part member Speer geve Hitler the American production figures,
did the leadership which dangers Germany was facing. Every sensible man could now
realize the tremendous material superiority which Germany would have to face in 1944,
The Supreme Lesdership knew these figures, and in spite of this continued the war

with tremendous sacrifice. No responsible officer should have continued to carry

any responsibility as Hitler's adviser.

THE QUESTION OF GUILT IN THE SPHERE OF ARMAMENT.

The perty and the Armament Ministry accused me of sabotaging ermament, I would
like to say the following in this connection:

Before thie war I was opposed to the war and tried to prevent it. During the
wer 1 tried to have the supreme leadership realize the uselessness of this fight,
and to seek peace. I have tried to get the army to put an end mk to the war by
overthrowing the government and thus to save the Fatherland. I did all this out
of a deep feeling of responsibility to God, the German people, a:d the thherla;d.

I heve always fulfilled with faithf gnd diligence my duties as a soldier.

German armament suffered froxn the complete lack of pknning with which the

war organization had been set up and with which the production of war material was

being directed by the supresme leadership. The complete M%sjudging of the political
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and military situation, the underesilmation of the war potential of our enemies,

“the systematic deceit of the people by the leadership, and the extravagance of the
measures taken led to & condition whereby war armament was not being conducted
according to planned military principles, ﬂut was being influenced by a Nazi dynamic
theory without any plan. I hawe always/refused to collab;rate with mk the m8n of the
Ministry of Armaments and Munitien, such as &x Sauer, Schieber, etc, whn tried to
fulfil their tasks by Nazi terror methods. I left this ministry after six monthe
rince I was not willing to be a bartner in the deéeit of the Geruan people.

Before and after the war I did my best to procure for the Fathedland the maximum
of armaments, but I have always pointed to the limite set to guch armaments and
have asked for atermination when it was clear that Germany had lost the war, I
always refused to give Hitler too optimistic a presentation of the possibilities of
production, as was done by Speer, Milch, Roechling, Sano, Kreuch, and the other
collaborators, in order to improve the atmosphere in the Fuehrer's headquarters,
and in order to get the people to g0 on fighting in thie hopeless situation,

Uhdoubte&ly Speer deserves a lot of credit for having strengthened the German
defensive power, but I do blame him for not having tried to persuade Hitler to
stop the war - knowing very well how superior our enemies were to us. Instead he
squeezed the very last drop of blood out of the German people a2nd out of the
forelgn laborers for a hopeless task. He deceived the German poople with respect to
the possibilities of its own Poer to fight. Speer is one of the most faithful friende
of Hitler; he knew of his irresponsible plans and deeds, Milch was no better.
If the German industrialiste, the economie leaders and other personalities pat at
the dispoeition of the fatherland their ability and executed the agsignments given
to them, they have in my opinion fulfilled their duty Juet as any soldier at the
front. Those, however, who as convinced Nazis, or out of greedineas and personel
egotism, often against their better Judgment, collaborated with the ilinistry of
Armaments and furthered the continuation of the wer by irresponsible suggestions

and edvice, are to be condemned Just as much as the military leaders, who served

Hitler to the last.

THE FURTHER FAZIF ICAT ION OF THE ARMED FORCES

With the increase of tension in the military and political situation, Hitler's




desire tc nazify the Armed Forces grew. Keitel, and Gene®d Reinecke, who hecaﬁe
instruments

more &and more of a Nazi, were his mxgamx to do this. The means used were deceimt ,

rewards and threats. About once every quarter Keitel spoke before the section chiefs

of the OKW and tried, by optimistlilc and untrue rayx;sentatiOQB. to give a picture of

the situstion and Lo prove the greatness of Hitler. The mesns which Keitel used to

try to influence the officers, were almost childish. He ueuglly endgd with the

threat of the Gestapo and the People's Court. Tuesec speaches, which were the basis

for Osler's calling Keitel a man without character and great weakness, are a heavy

indictment against & man who made himself one of the chief war criminals by being so

aubaervient to Hitler, by his dishonorable attitude vis-a-vis his comrades, and by

his knowledge of all the crimes mf perpetrated by the Nazi system. Tho climax of

his activity in the nazification of the Armed Forces wae his creation of the

National—Soc;aliet Leadership Staffin the OKW snd the introduction into the troups of

Nazi supervising officers. Reinecke becamne chief of the latter organization.

This step actually proved the weakness of the Hitler regime; Those, however, who served

these political purposes, are just as gullty as the men who propagated the agitation ,

for war and the "stick it out" psychoeis.

Men such as Reinecko, Burgdorff, Maisal, Scherff, Stengel, (or HENGEL) Boden-
schatz bear a much deeper guilt than the majority of the officere of the Genreal Staff
and mamhare nf the OKW, whn Aid nnathins hut their dAnty,

Kaitel, Reinecke and the other generales of the court of honor to judge the men
of 20 July 1944, degraded themselves more than anyone elee could have when they
delivered their comrades who had wanted to save Germany, whto the hands of the
Gestapo, and of the Peoples Court. I accuse these men of Emixx the greatest
dishonorablenese of having prelonged the war, and of having been accomplices in
murder.

CORRUPT ION.

One of the ugliest aigns of the immprality of the Nazi eystem was corruption,
The yvears before the war had already shown the shameless behaviour of the highest
Nazi leaders; the waer made the picture complete. Goering gave the worst example.

By the most impossible kknds of pressure he exacted great sume of money and valmable
presente. The fact that the Nazl leaders gave each other presents was another proof
of their dishonesty. Heavy industry 1s to bleame in that it made possible such behavicur

by its numerous contributions. Even though the manner in which presents and donations

were asked for made xx¥x it difficult to say "no", indusetry would have been able to
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fight thie corruption by collective action,

It is regrettable that certain leaders of the armed forces were also seized
by this disease and permitted Hitler to give them either monetary gifts or real
estate, When the leader of a state makes exces=ive presents and at the sama time
squeezas the last penny out of the population, every decent person must be filled
with serious misgi?ings. All of those who let themselves be ¥paid off" in thie
manner by Hitler and Gaering, violated all decent conceptions of a soldier and have
therefore revealed their close ties with this system.

The removal of considerable financial sums and objecte of value of the highest
Nazi leaders into other countries should be investigated., Threse removals took place
at a time when the smallest violation of tus Ueldal I0.ewigu exchange regulations
was being heavily punished. 1 believe tﬁat in thie respect Goering, Ribbentrop,
and others have comnitted serious crimes, There helpers in these wchemes, such as

State Councillor Herwann, should be specially investigated.

THE ACTIVITY OF THE OPPOSIT IONAL GROUP,

After it had been impossible in 1939 and 1940 to convince the OKH of the
necessity of a coup dletat, the opposition group believed that everythinz should be
tried tn order to end the war by overthrowing Hitler. In 1940 we sll believed that
it would be advisable to liguidate the government by an open action by the army and
to indict the meubers of the government bgfore s People's Court. This demand was
the subject of sxzkamx the exchange of correspondence between Go rdeler and Halder,
and the subject of discussion hatween Beck and Ha&der. Walder declared durine the
Pueeian campaign that-he also was in favour of such liquidstion; ©buvt th=t he saw no
pessibility for asctinn under existing circumstances. The opuosition group now teled
to reach it's aim through one of the highest troop leaders at the front., Goerdeler
went to see Kluge, I went to see Rundtstedt, Leeb, Bock, and List in order to get "
their views. I spoke openly with General von Lodenstern (or Zodenstern), Chief :; 2ie
Rundetedt, and with General von Greiffenberg, Chief under Bock. Both wers open-ainded,
but of the opinion that their Fieldmarechalls would reject any step in this direction,
List, to whow Olbricht had spoken, Jaihured/rZisgaig receive Goerdeler, but seversl
days after my visit he was deposed by Hiticr. In 1942 I sent a trusted u-wbar of
gy stalf, General Beutler to Fisldmarshal von Manstein, who esnt me a message to the
effect that he also recognized the necessity of overthrowing the government but that

the time hed not yet come. I know that General Olbricht had at this time contact
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with commsnd officers at the front, e.g. General Reinhardt, in order to convince
them of the necéssity of thié step. Beck was also in touch with Manstein, The
difficulties of finding troops for the incarceration of the Fuehrer's headquarters,
led already in 1941 to the decision to attempt en assassination. I opposed such a
step since its succcse was dependent on too many chancés. and I repeatedly tried
to create among the supreme commanders, & readiness to execute the action which
geved the aituation. For this rezson, I prepared a memorandum in 1942, together
with Goerdeler and Rirector Stahl of the Mansfeld Concern, in which I set down once
nore the hopeless situation of Germany and the neceseity to ond the war. It was a
warninz of German industry to the army. The terror in Germany at that time was 80
strong already that there were few leading men in industry, trade and agriculture
who were rezdy to sigh this memorandum, It was finally signed by Stahl, Go=rdeler,
Zitzewitz-Kottau, and several other gentlemen whose names I can no longer remeBber,
The memorendun was then sudbaiited +» the OKH (Beneral Halder). The presentation
rame ined without success.

The only thing ¥hat remained, was assassinstion,

Olbricht, Oster, Goerdeler, later Steff, Meixmer, and Treaiow were the ones
who maintained contact with the officers at the front in the plenning of the assassi-
nation, (Several assassinatione attempts failed; particular hope had been set =mimx
on the vieit of Hitler to Fieldmershal von Menstein at Sammwxyax Saporoshe..)

After tne defeat of Stelingrad, Goerdeler, Popitz, Olbriecht, Oster, Plank, and
I repeatedly discussed the question of whethor the liquidation of Hitler in this
hogeless eituation wes still indicated. Plank, fieter and I were of the opinion
tLet the wer wes definitely lost, and that a new government would be able, after
everything that had happened, to get only a dishonoreble peace. If Hitler were
asseesinated a great part pf the Germen people would believe thet the ones who had
perpetrated this deed were responsible for Germany'e calamity and that Hitler would
have been able to get better peace terms, Hitler would have become a martyr and the
Nezie would have been able %c continue their neferious activities. I wac of the
opinion thet National Socialism would now have to be eradicated completely, and this
wae only possible if the people themeelves realized that they had given their loyalty
and trust to a group of criminals. I must say I never thought thet any government
would go so far as to sscrifice people and fatherland in order to hold on for a few

weeke longer. Olbricht, the men around Stauffenberg, and othore believed that it was

the duty of German officere to save their honor, to make up for the failure of the
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military leadership and at the last moment to save the Fatherland from a complete
ccllapse,

In spite of my dismissal, end my heving moved to Muskau, I wesin close touch
with the opposition group until 20 July 1944, On July 20 1944, I wss in Muskau

and did not take part in the revolt,

MY ACTIVITY AFTER MY RS IGNAT ION FROM MY POSITIONS IN THE OKW A4AND MINISTEY
OF ARMAMENTS AND MUNITIONS,

For the reasons given above I offered my resignation from my position in the
Mimistry for Armaments and Munitions, at the end of October 1942. I turned over my
office, if I remember cormectly, in Novewber 1942,

In Jenusry 1945 I esked Keitel to be roleascd fouu oy position as section chief
in the OKW. I did thicsbecause of the differences I had with Speer, and bacause of
the continual agitation against me on the part of the party amd of the people in the
immediate entourage of Hitler, Keitel welcomed my decision and advised me to be
active in the fields of activity of the Reich Marshal, which I refused to do. Keitel
had only one desire — to get me out of the OKW. I asked Keitel to have me transferred
to the group of officers "for special use", since I did not want to carry en eny
other militery activity. I did not agk for my retdrement, but instead for the above
mentioned tranefer, for the following two reasons: (1) In view of the agitation
carried on against me, I considered it necessary, in order to justifly my acticns,
to write & melorandum concerning my work and my orgenization, and to put on record
for posterity , what had actually hagpened., I could do this mmly if T rempined s
anldiev and have access to the filae, (2) I Aid it fom mv pereonal protection, since
I bad to anticipate, the minute I no longer Belonged to the Armed Forces, that I might
be arrested by the Gestapo because of my "defeatist attitude”,

I ieft my position as Chief of the Economic Office ofthe OKW on Jenuary 31, 1943,
My memorandum was aluat finished when the revolt of July 20 occurred. It wes objective,
but highly critical., When after the revolt a wave of grrests set in and my political
friends end some of their families were alreagly in prison, I decided to change the
memorandum in such a way that it might serve by way of exoneration vies-a-vis the
Gestapo. My adjutant, Lt. Col. Oschner (?) , Col. Eckert and Captain Trahndorf helped
me in doing this be destroying all material which might serve to bosr witnsss egxinst
me insofar as my attitude towsrd war, toward Hitler, and toward the party was concerned.

I realized that what I had done 2ight turn out to be e misteke for a later politie

cel clarification. I did it in order to protect my family and my eollaboraiors wiic .
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I considered more importent under the circumetances than to be able to justify
myself in the future. No person who has not lived throughf these years with me,
can realize what a nervous strain thie double life meant for me and for my dead
comrades. We suffered terribly under the feeling that we woutd have to prevent war,
the urge to help our comrades who were fighting at the front from the responsibility
to God and to our own femilies, the hatred against thie criminal system, the nac;saity
to protect ouruelveg against their terror, from the impossibility Xmiof loﬁ;ing
Germany and from the clear recognition that the German people was on & disastrous
path. I think this burden wes a more difficult one then the one which the men at
the front or.the refugees who hed gone abroad had to carry.

Frequently during 1942 and 1943 I discussed with Olbricht, Oster, Beck, and
Popitz the question whether it would be advisable to resign from the OKW in order
to publicly express opposition to the regime, Olbricht, Oster and I did not redign
for the following reasons: (1) The opposition Group considered it importent that
we retein our positions as a source of information and organization, (2) In case
of reeignation we would probably have been used in some other office where we also
would have had to serve the system. (3)- It was imposeible for us to leave Germany.
If we had gone abroad the strongest measures of terrof would have been teken egainst

our femilies,

CONCLUS 10N

The trisl against the 23 chief war criminals ﬁegins within the next few days.
It will give the Germsn people a picture of the criminal wantonneee, the lack of
a.feeling of responsibidity, and the unbelievable immorality of the Nazi eystem.
The German people hes during the last twelve years failed in all classee and prow
fessione to fight this eystep, and hase become & victim of the criminal deceit of
Hitler and his helpers. This is its guilt. Actual crimes, in the sense of humanity
end internstionsl law hewever, have been committed in my opinion only by those who
gave the orders for punishable deeds and by those who executed these ordere. All
such people should be kade to atone for their guilt and should be made to realize
the suffering and misery which they have caueed by their policiew. |

These are in my opinion the Reich government (with the excoption of Schacht)
with its State Secretaries; the Fuehrer's headquartersy[ the leadership of the
party, the Reich leaders (Reicheleiter) and Geuleiter (with the exception of Joseph

Wagner), the political leader corpe, the Higher SA and SS leaders, leaders of the



Labor Service, of the Gestapo, the higher judicial officlals of the People's Court,
and other high funcpionaries who served this system either out of ambition or conviec-
tion. |

In the armed forcee the following bear aheavy guilt: Fieldmershal Keitel, and
the leadémg men of the drmed ¥Forces Leadership Staff; The Supreme Commanders of the
Arme of the Armed Forces; the Highest Military Commanders who conducted the war to
the last dro§ of blood, such as Tschoerner, Model, Richthofen, Greim, Kesselring,

Guderian, Milch, and others; Those officers who under General Reinecke mede out of

-the Armed Forces Nazi Mercenaries, and endoctrinated the army with the curse of this

system; The members of the Court of Honor of the army, end finelly all those who
as individuals committed crimes againet martiel and human law.

The General Staff of the army (with the exception of certain inddviduals) was,
under ite Chiefs Sock and Halder, never a place where agitation for war wae conducted;
on the contrary, it always tried through professional objectivity to prevent a war.
The office of Admiral Canaris and my own office within the OKW, have always fought
egainst war. It would therefore be a mistake to put the General Steff of the Army
and the OXW in their entirety on an equal footing with criminal organizations of the
party.

In industry and economy those men bear guilt who supported the corruﬁtion of
the system in order to gain advanteges, and those who, by their irresponsible advice,
furthered the continuation of the wer, together with the Reich Ministry for Armaments
and Wer Production. Finally, those are guilty who tried to enrich wither themselves
or their concerns at the expense of foreign property.

It is xdxxkx a duty to emphesize that there are those among the indicted organi-
zations as well as under the arreeted members of industry, estate owners, arny and
officilldgm. who did nothing except to fulfil their duty toward the fatherland.

They will be able to account for what they have done before God and humanity. It
would be desirable to have these men return to their families and possessions as
soon as poesible in order to help in the conversion of the German people to a world
of peace and conciliation among peoples.

The men of the opposition group believe, even if thoyd:: not attain their
objectives, that by their actione they have fulfilled tmyﬁﬁﬂiit before God,

the German people, and the whole world. They have fought for their virtues and

for thn!rights of humenity, in whose behalf the United States and England took up
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the struggle, The msjority of these men paid for their faith in God and humanity
end for their love of the fatherland with death, Our wives and children are the
victime of the greatest misery. Therefore, I would like to exprese a request,

side by side with my indictment of the guilty ones, that the familiee whose fathers
fought for Germany's liberation from this system, be taken care of by the Allied

-

victors.

/8] TEOMAS 12 November 1945



