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Falkenstein, July 20, 1945

Thoughts and Events

Today, July 20, 1944, the amiversary of the day when brave German
men made & lest minute attempt 10 protect the German people fnamxhimx
egainst the greetest tragedy, I first direct my eye heeven-ward, to thank
God for His kindness to have protected me so graciously during these
dark months and to have saved me so miraculously in the moment of decision
sefter death was before my vision for months.

My heart filled with the ssme gratitude, I em thinking of my dearly
beloved breve wife and of my s@oﬁﬁ/emmren who endured their bitter fate in
hercic manner, not losing feith in me, thereby considerably easing my fate
through their brave erect behaviour. Finally, my thoughts turn to the brave
men who after enduring cruel tortures had to give -their lives for the na=-
tion end the fatherlend in that cruel manner.

In the following I have endesvored to esteblish in concise form those
thoughts which inspired me since 1933 in my fight against Hitler snd the
events which in the course of the last years end especially during the
lest months influenced my life. These statements are intended to give an
account of me Bs™ 884988 and es & men to the German nation, especially/

/
however, tc my femily and my friends.

Introduction.
Janusry ¥, 1933, when hindenburg appointed Hitler Reich Chancelor,
the power of government thus being pleced imimx with NSDAP, I expressed

the opinion to my wife end my friends that this development would not turn

g, do, Ree s 0N Lhe Saman People end that - unless his power
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be restrained in opportune time - he would involve the German people in e
new world war. In carrying on my official ectivity, I had met Hitler, Know-
ing him as a fenatic demagogue of emezing energy, capable snd resolved to
pursue eny path which would bring him nearer realization of his plens,Suffice
it o paimx recell the unfeir propegande in which he engaged egeinst Hindea-
burg incidental to the Reich President elections end I ask to remember that
in 19%2 Hitler expressed his readiness to call a general strike - in colle-
boration with communism - in order to obtain the dowgfall of the Schleicher
regime. I knew Goering to be an egoist, devoid of inmner restraint, and
corrupt, elways delving in ideas of meghmmax megelomanjeand I knew Ribben-
trop, whose simple-mindedness end self-conceitedness could be surpassed mere-
ly by bis overbearing and arrogant menners. At that early date I was quit e

thén en enviromment of uch people
convinced/ s EEEXEurrouNdEE X Hy X XU ENXFEASXEX- Who gathered &s his more or
less immediate entoursge &nd xuiwy wiich, jn fact, consisted of nothing but
adventurers end creshed existences - could not possibly esteblish a pletdrm
which would permit Germeny to make her entry on the xoxhdm=tizge international
stege, to engege in the peth of understending and peace. The views of those
people, so completely ignorant of the ways of the world and E?erbearing 1.5 4.4
could never serve as the basis for & reconciliestion of nations, by means of
which - in my opinion - pesce alone coulé be secured, bolsheviem banished,
and the ultimate aim YWMBSMSHMXNE esteblislment of & "United States of
Europe" reelized.

My scruples were deepened through that sbominsble occurrence, the
Reichstag fire the suthor for which - according to Col, Gen. Hslder -

Goering himself repeatedly boested himself to be.
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Incidentel to my trip to Ruseia in 1933 I had my first clesh with

Hitler., Deeply impressed by the vastness of the Russian space, the vigor
of the Ruesien populace, mhmmmxmimwdem the scope of Kussia's self-suffici-

ency as regards raw materiels and agriculturel products, especially also

by the gigentic scale of the bolshevist industry, I took the stend tha t
Germany should msteblish friendly relationship with the Soviet Union end in
a few years' time the Bociei Union would constitute a power of unfathomable
war-economicael strength., Hitler completely rejected my attitude. He was
of the opinion that we had permitted ourselves to be deceived by villeges

@ le Potemkin, that Bolsheviem is exclusively e destructive power and never
cepable of constructing an orgenization. That concept of Hitler found ex-
pression in his more end more vigorous end untrue propsgenda end provocation
egainst the Soviet Ystem.

My opinion amx from the viewpoint of military economics, as epplied
to our reletions with Chine, Tsclieng Kaichek's Government, wes the second
occasion for my finding disgrece before xzkexi# hitler, With the consent of
the Reich Government, a tresty bad been concluded in 1935 with China, for
requirements of

the purpose of strengtlening us in the domein of/military economicaXiy , accord-
ing to which China supplied wolfrem, tin end other important raw meterisls
against war equipment. Under Plomberg's order I had signed that agreement,
Only a few weeks after signing the szgreement and with Genersl von Reichenau
sent to China by Hitler still in the country, - for the purpose of trans-
mitting to Techieng Kaicheck & gift of honor sent to him by Hitler - the
latter declared the agreement obsolete by reason of the faet that he had

decided to engege now in e pro-Jepan policy. Chine would anyhow not be in a

position to be of service %o us, In reply to mguerous objections I raised
- raise

Hitler maintsined that wh
o8 1t comes ¢ POlitice there {
€ 1S no room for scruples,
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that he is & reelist in politics and the purpose of esgreements is to bresk them
at the opportune moment,
Although inwardly my ettitude to Hitler was from the first dey ¥kst one
whole-heartedl
of ebsolute opposition, I accepted/the cell - at the end of 1934 - when I
was asked to reestablish Germany's economy to quelify it for military ¥®® needs.
I did this because I felt & disarmed Germany surrounded by highly ermed neigh-
bors is en anomely end thet this constituted a danger for the meintenance of
peace. Contrary to the Tredy of Yersailles, the Western Powers had failed to
diserm: Russis wee in the progress of erming on e lerge scale: consequently,
eomething had to be done about Germeny. When, in the spring of 1335, Hitler
reintroduced the general draft law, the Western fowers did not reise objection;
nor did anything bappen when the Rhinelend wes occupied in March, 1936; more
than thet, Fnglend wes even prepered to enter into a navael agreement with Hitler,
the result being that any intelligent Germen naturally had to conclude tha t
Germany was considered by the Western Powers es bulwark esgainst Bolshevisma nd
that they approved of rearming.

I em convinced thet Hitler wes of that opnion at that time. Considering
furtbermore that in each of his speeches before the German people he expounded
bhe principles of peaceful politics it was but natt;rsl for every good Germen

to teke hie pert in this reermement process - which wasxtaxserxe , we all
were convinced, was to serve merely &s & meens of protection of our borders -
with all his strength. I am certain et that time the number of people who

for the saske of reestablishing Gemany'ﬁn.td prosperity would have wished
for a war did not amount to one percent.

in the meentime, however, other events had teken place which deeply

moved me end my friends. June 30, 1934, had pointed the way which this system

had mapped out for itself to follow in order to reach their goal uniting
?

solute power in the hands of o - N
POwer in the a few single men ery soon it became
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evident that the "Roelm plot" wes mmfhmmithimmsxmahem throughout fictitiousa nd
febricated by Himmler merely in order to bresk the power of SA and tlus to

unite all power within the SS.

Blomberg was avare of this, end he permitted kxx Schleichetto be murdered
which meant the first slep against the dignity of the officers corps.

Then followed Hindenburg's death; felsification of Hindenburg's lest wili
ty Hitler; the Wehrmacht taking the oath on Hitler's person, eny resistance
movement against such system witbin the Wehrmacht thus being smashed. Blomberg
beceme the greve digger for the respectable members of the officer's corps
heading the Army 100,000 men strong, and thus the foundation was built forselling
out the armed forces to the party. It was reserved to Keitel end General
Reinicke to cerry this disaster to its completion in the course of the war. To
thie were further added the ruthless aspplication of the Nuremberg laws; the in-
creaging persecutions of the éws; first measures teken against the Evangelical
gnd Cetholic Church end the awful wiolations in the realmof :gplication. All
thie combined to point +to the fact that Hitler and his "loyal followers" were
pursuing & highly radical road, extremely dengerous for Germeny, one which
was bound to be followed with higest mistrust by the world.

In 1936 Hitler permitted those in his immediste environment to take the
hint thet most likely his goele would not permit realization without a war.He
pointed to the fect thet never before had the German been so well equipped for

fight and been so united behind a leader as under him; that our genmeration's

in what it owes Germany
task/still left much to do before it would be complete and that, consequently,

it will once more become necessery for the Germen people to take the arms in
order to secure finally its position in the world. Hitler et that time im-
vented the idea of the "Blitzkrieg" gnd, evidently, wus imbued with the idee

thet in the sge of technical achievements it should be poseible to carry on war
for a brief durstion amaxthmrsky, thus carrying his plens into actual deed,



*6-

when engaging technically superior means
of warfare with lightning speed. Already «t that time he he spoke of himself
as being chosen by destiny to become the founder of a Reich :;;Genm&nic netiong
for the duration of 1000 yeers. To Bundeskenzler Schuschnif he declared that he
is the greatest German of all times and thst after him no other man will come
who would combine in himself such means of power,
Hitler's will to burden the German people with another wer becoméng

more and more evident, I felt impelled, beginning 19%6 - firet in concealed
end than in rather open fashion, in public lextures, newspaper articles end
in easeyspublished in magemines of militery science, to tske issue azainst the
idea of "Blitzkrieg" and to declare that for reasoms of & ailitary-economical
nature Germeny is not in & position to engage in another uar. This declaration
in open resulted in my complete discredit with Hitler and the periy mencge-
ment and it created for me the reputeiion of & pessimist sand pecifist, I am
convinced that even at thet time ome would hsve liked to have me relieved,
provided there had existed a e mnamach grhymean oo ko sn yemhoflbednamdn  qualified
personality with the necessary experience.

The "Fritsch Affair" set tiie finishing touch to my complete rupture
with this system. I could not understand that this extreme disgrace which
in the most malicious menner Hitler had =wusmd brought upon General Col.Friiszsch
and the officer corps of the army, was to remein without atonement and tvhat
it was intended to conceal the truth from the German people. But since even
at thattime the leading mffiemrx soldiers, Brauchitsch in particular,
failed to mhmmdmup come forth in order to wipe away this disgrace, seversl
men of the old army gathered who evaluated the ohonor of the officer corps

and the welfare of the Germen people higher than the osth of allegiance coerced

by Hitler. Even then Gen, von Witzleben was ready to eliminate that system
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and to turn over Hitler and his accomplices to a peoples' court., Unfortunately
this enterprise failed because, according to the opinion of the leader of
the troop detschment which was to carry the entcrprise im effect, the young
officers did not prove reliable for an action of such a political nature.
Then followed the Czech crisis and the departure of the Chief of
General Staff, Col. Gen. Beck., The danger of war knocked at the door. Again
the ssme men assembled and determined to prevent the war through elimination
oPhﬁitlaﬂsystan. Then came the day of Munich, which meant a new success
for iitler snda it was believed that to eliminate the "Beloved Fuehrer" atn
that moment was somethninz tnat could not be sccounted for before the German
people.

In the course of those months I expressed myself at greath length to
mosgt of the leading personelities in Germany's home economics, in order to
make sure that my understanding of Germeny's economic position and of the
rest of the world, =nd the possibility of holding through another war econom-
icully, was correct; and I met with complete approval of my opinion. I em
sorry to say that when the sun of Hililer's grace turned in the direction of
Dr,Todt and Mr., Speer, a great many of these economists reversed themselves
completely in their Opinion, permitted themselves to get caught by the charm
of this new strong man of the party and joined with enthusiasm those who
enzaged in provocations of war
proxmeatedmmam/and w ere subject to the psychosis of bolding through., If to-
day, the Germen people - and rightly so - ask an accounting on the part of
the highest ranking soldiers, the same should apply for many leeders in
economics who- contrary to their opinion - lacked tue courage to join me in

declaring that this war is devoid of sense and hopeless for Germany.
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Since the day of Munich Hivier has engaged systematically in war mongery
and preparation for war end as of this date he also was determined to attack
England in case resistance should be offered to his plans. As a matter of
fact, I am of the opinion that in 1938 Hitler still hoped that in the de-
cisive moment Englend would abandon Poland. &Hitler's entire armement pro-
Zrem was directed at a surprise success but not at & war of long duration.

He relegated to the background all measures tending to strengthen our ability
of endurance, in favor of the creation of new Divisions.

When, in the summer of 1939, it became clearly evident that Hitler

provoked differences with Poland in order to deceive the German people as

regards a reason for his attack, several men approached me with the request
to do everything in my power to prevent this war which, in our opinion, was
oound to take the dimensions of a world conflagravion. Personalities
especially strong in expressing this thougut were Minister Popitz, Dr.Goerdeler,
Col.General Beck, Ambassador von Hassel, Dr.Schacht, Sécrebary of State
Plank, General Oster, Mr. Gisevius and Director Wittke. In extensive dis-
cussions it beceme clear to us that everything must be done to avoid outbreak
of the war and to save the German people a new blood bath.‘ In those days I
prepared a brief memorandum which clearly estavliéshed that Hitler's aspira-
tions of conquest of neces:ity must lead a war of materiel of long duration and
that without strong allies Germany would be unable to hold through for lack
of raw materials and for reasons of nutrition. A war ending in defeat
would mean for Germeny her doom and that, consequently, the war must not be
entered into.

Wimfhis memorandum I acquainted Keitel about two weeks prior to the be-
ginning of the wer with Polend. Keitel interrupted me in my report and de-

clared that Hitler would never engage in @ world war, pointing out the ebsence

of any danger in that direction because, in Hitler's Oopinion, the French were
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degenerste ey
a completely/ dsmxdsxx, pacifist DeOple, that England was much too decadent
to be really of assistance to Poland a that America would never send even a
single men to Europe to save the chestnuts from the fire for England, leave alone
for Poland. When I objected that all men who really have a knowledge of foreing
countries completely differed in their opinion it was pointed out to me that
apparently I hed permitted myself to become infected by thest pacific elements
who did not want to see Hitler's greatness. On Sunday, vefore the beginning of
the campaign into Poland, I sagain called on Keitel and submitted to him graphi-
cally prepared statisticel material on the subject of Germany's dfficiency degree
military economics

in matters of /mrmumextxfarxwar, as compared with that of the rest of the world
powers, They clearly set forth the great superiority of the Western Powers
in the reslm of military economics and the dangers therefrom resultinglfor us.

The next day Keitel told me that he had shown these graphs to Hitler and
that he had declared his inability to shere my concern over the danger of =a
world conflagration, perticularly in view of the fact that he how had succeeded
to cuteh the Soviet Union in his net. That the agreement with Kussia is the
greetest political dmmd accomplishment which German politicians could produce
in their records for several decedes. Ir was never really clear in my mind
whether, under Ribbentrop's iafluence, hitler et that time really still be-
lieved England would not interfere in the Polish wer or whether already then
Keitel simply deceived me. Of necessity I had to conclude that Hitler mis-
judged the world situation completely and that he made 1light of the fact that
the German people was tobgrovoked into the war. On the strength of such recog-
nition we decided that the time for action was at hand 1in order to prevent
at least the worst - expansion of the Polish war into & world conflagration.
Popitz, Goerdeler, Beck, Hassel and Oster spproached me with the request to
enlizhten OKH on the true situation and to demand of OKH the deposition of Hitler

by force unless he be ready for an immediate understanding with the Western
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Powers. At this moment occurred the attempt on Hitler's life at tle
"Buergerbraeukeller" which- as became evident very soon - wes a result of
heidrich's machination with the sole idea to illustrate to the German people
the great denger which, allegedly, threatened from Englend. As a result of a raid
of SS into the Low Lands - Lieut.Colonel Best, Brivisn, and the head of the
British Secret Service in Holland, was seized, taken over the Germen Emxmierm
border and according to press reports he was then made responsible for the
entire preparation of the plot. I myself spent sveral weeks with Pest in a
concentration camp, and he assured me that his sole order had been to do every=-
thing in his power to avoid a war between England and Germany.

After this renewed deception I celled on 27 November 1939 on Col.General
Helder, the Chief of the Gen rel Staff, scquainted him with the opinion of my
friends and urged him to prebsil upon Brauchitzsch to evoid the world war end,
if necessary, to arrest Sitler.At this point I can now deal with events which
resulted in my arrest and which I should like to deseribe with my interrogs-
tion and defense serving as the background.

My arrest and the reasons for same.
The plot of July 20, 1944 was & surprise to mne. Developments leading
fo it were as follows: 1In view of the facl that all our attempts made during
the years 1929, 1940 and 1941, to prevail upon our Commender in Chief to have
heads of

a picked group of men arrest the entire :zovermment and the Fuehrer/staff ksudx
quer had failed, Beck, Goerdeler and Ulbricht hsd decided to bring sbout Hitler's
removal through an attempt on his life. Seversl asttempts had failed because -
Hitler's mistrust grew from day to day and so did his precaution. Personally

I was opposed to an attempt on his life and until the day when I wes relieved
'from my position, at the end of 1342, I renewed constantly my endeavors to in-

duce one of the Commenders in Chief - by means of trips I took to see the
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the respective leading men, describing to them the entire situstion and
pointing to the economic superiority of our adversaries - to carry out the the
deed whieh would bring relief, nemely elimination of the entire staff of the
Uhehrer.Although men like Field Marshall Kluge and Manstein saw the danger
and declined even Hitler, they yet failed to in deciding for the deed.
took the stand that
After the tragedy of Stalingrad State Secretary Plenck snd I /mxprssss&xshsx
- it now having become evident that the ar was lost - hitler's removal be foree
would no longer be in order because even & new government would not be able to
obtain from the Allies anything but a disgraceful peace. I was of the opinion
that a great portion of the German people would in that case see in Hitler's
annihilstion a conspiration by the generals for selfish reasons and that they
would blame the unfortunate outcome of the war on them while Hitler would con=-
tinue to live on in the minds of the deceived German nation as the "Great Fuehrer"
a figure of mariyrdom. Such should under no circumstances be permitted to
happen. As a matter .f fact, I =t that time did not expect hitler to go
g0 fsr as to sacrifice the entire German people, the Geruan country and its
culture farxih=xsakm as the price for a few added weeks of life. I now remember
however, that Keitel, when I described to him the senseless sserifices at
Stalingrad, replied: "The Fuehrer does not accept any of such scruples: he
tekes the stand that: If the German people is unwilling to understand me and
does not wish to fight, it will have to go down in doom,™
14 days before the plot by Olbricht was cerried out, I noticed that he
was very excited and thet in his house he wad turned to become perfectly fanatiec
asxregardx in his hatred egainst Hitler. When we discussed the situation he told
me that, in his opinion, not =11 had been lost as yet and thet, in collaboration
with SniwSexmBmomom with Count Steufenberg, he was endeavoring to convince Col.

Gen.Fromm of the necessity thet in view of the Fiegh Marshell's failure at the
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front, action was to be teken in hend by the country . He did not make mention
of the attempt on Hitler's life, planned for an esrly date, the reason evi-
dently being thet the dey when Staufenberg would be &ble to spproach fHitler

hed not yet been fixed.

Beginning
/ 4ky 20, 1944, I was prepared for an srrest because - in view of my

close collaboration with the elements Witzleben - Beck = Olbricht, Jsver in
his investigations could not possibly remain iznorant of it. On the other hand
I was of the opinion that materisl which could be used against me was not to
be found because from the first dey of my colleboration I had declared that

it was not my desire to be involved in the formetion of a new govermnment becauss,
after the fell of the government I proposed to continue not in my capacity as

a soldier or politicisn, butx in the field of economies. I thus only had reason
to make sure about destruction of material which dealt with amy fight against
Hivler and his plsns end which exposed me as the most critical of opponents

of the Nazy‘aystem. In view of this and beginning July 20,1944, until

hiznly criticel

the day of my arrest, I wxx engaged in revising my/memoreandum on the subject

of Germany's wer HEconoay im slong such lines that, if necessary, it could be
referred to as defense mseteriel in my cuse. In addition, I esked my adjutants,
Lieut.Col. Dochner snd Col. Eckert to destroy all meterial waich described
my fight against the war and the measures taken along that line by the gzoverhn-
ment, For the sake of the safety of my family and my collsborators, L wes
forced to teke this step - after the attempt proved a failure - although
it was not conducive to add to clarity in a historicel semse. 4owever, Doeh-
nor and Eckert are in a position to serve as witness for the existence of such
mxdEixrx material.

I am sorry to say that my hope no mximxix writvten evidence would be

found, very soon found the contrary to be true.
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In the month of August, w~hen after having been ettached to OKW for special
assignments (z.b.V.Stellunz) I was transferred to OKid's Fuhrer rescrve detach-
ment, I recognized that Keitel was trying to get rid of me, October 10 I learned
thet my confident, Dr.Reuter in' Berlin, had been arrestedj that was proof
enough that my activity wes under surveillance. I then recalleti;g(;l. Doehner
from his vacetion in order to discuss witu all necessary measures, in particular
the protection of my family.

This step, nowever, did not succeed be cause as early as 11 October,
3:30 p.m. I was arrested in my office at Muskau through a judge attached
to the Central Court (Zentrelgericht) of the Army and 2 Gestapo men. By car
I was taken to Berlin, to the Gestapo building at Prinz Albrechtstrasse where
Obersturmbannfuehrer Huppenkother informed me that the Fuehrer had given personal
order for an investigation against me. I was kept in a cell in the basement in
single detention. At my side sat Dr.Schnacht.

Aft-r having spent the firs days with describing my relstions to the men
since July 20, 1944 end the circle which formed my acquainteship, Suppenkothen
cent for me 16 October, 1944, for interrogation, end he informed me that the
crime ascribed to me was not cooperation in the conspiration of 20 July 1944
but conspiratory machinations in the years 1939 to 1942 and sabotaging of the
Fuehrer's plsns. I replied that from 1929 on to this dey I have been a severe
foe of the war end that the concerns to wuich I gave expression at that time
had really had hed emple confirmation since then. I refused to accept, how-
ever, that I am guilty of conspiracy. It then was revealed to me that General
Oster and his accomplice Dohnanyi bhad very cynically declared that since
.1958 they had pursued the plen of doing away with Hitler end that my collabo-
ration in such plan had been pleinly proven through notes found among Dohnenyi's
pepers. They read two memorands to me which these gentlemen - contrary to

ggreement and evidently intended to be used as part of the meterial to=be-wsad



in the impeaclment of Brauchitzsch - had preserved., As far as I could find out,

together with the diaries of Admiral Caneris von Dohnanyi
this meterial which covered our activity iu its entirety, had been hid in xix =&

garden arflxdmimahx@anan s xuonxiianxawy the locetion of which was revealed by

Mrs. Dolmenyi - evidently sftsr torture.

These memorande xEx cover the following: 27 November 1939, General
Thomas, acting et the seme time in behalf of Goerdeler, Popitz, Eeck and
Oster, called on the Chief of the Generel Staff Corps, Generel Helder, to
State that an attack in the West wes bound to lead to another world wesr, that
Germany is not equipped to hold through such & war and that a war ending in de-
feat would mean Germany's doom. That, conseg.ently, it would be necessary to
meke every endeavor to prevent such an sttack by Litler in the West. Should
Hitler not be found disposed for such an understanding with the West Powers,
the Amy would have to take recourse to & goup d'etat and thetv Hisler would have
to be elimineted,

Halder 's reply wes stuted to have been that Halder likewise was greatly
concerned and that he would like to see Bitler eliminated. That Brauchitsch,
however, could not be made to acquiesce iu such an action because the German
Ammy is not available for such & coup d'etat. That, furthermore, there was
noboty aveilable to repla&e Hitler, that the people requires an idea, such as
National Socielism, that England's wer was not directed against Nezis only
but againet the entire Germen netion end that, finelly, the young members of
the officer corps do not prove reliesble for the execution of a politiesl
act of thet type.

Halder stated that elso Generals von Stuelpnagel snd Wagner has prevailed
upon him persistently elong the seme lines but thet he could not give his approv-
el to have the higzhest military leedership split into uwo camps now with the

war being in process,
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The only vhins which I could considér an accomplishment then ves that
Helder &nd Beck met together end establisned contaset with Goerdeler

in writing,
the idea being thus to win OKH for our ideas.

The second memorandum cov red the foilowing: That early in April}§4iad
submitted to Halder & report which had reuched me through Oster from Rome and
which clesrly proved the Vatican's readiness to sct as int rmediary in ne-

gatieting with England for an understandtng on the following conditions:

Eliminethdh of Hitler and Ribbentrop.

_ bearable.
Formetion of & new government (Goering's person being considered/xx= )

No Germen esttack in the West.
Settlement of all questions pertaining to the East in favor of Germany.
The report made evident the Pope's close contsct with England and that
England would be actuelly reedy for an understanding on the basis of the above
mentioned conditions, The Pope nad advised the Englishmen thet Ii;?;iOpoSi-
tion had the backing of a group of generals in Germany.

The menorandum further stated that Helder forwarded this report to Brau-

chitsch but that the latter once more had declined any forceful measure against
Hitler. Brauchitsch likewise declined my suggestion to receive imbesssdor von
Hessel for the purpose of elucidation in uetail of peace possibilities. As a
matter of fact, Brauchitsch - as Helder sdvised me- hed st that time th inten=

tion to have me errested end that only Healder's intervention had prevented
cerrying out this intention.

Finally, I was accused of & reputation es pessimist tefore the war and
during the wer, thet I hed sebotaged Hitler's propsgende end thet before the
wer I hed mede defeatist utterences to the American reporter ir.Wiegend.

Inasmuch as the memoranda laid open developmente in their true light, I

found myself in en exgyremely difficult position and it as clesr thet were
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were i to consider ell these accusations openly a&s in order, I could be ciearly
indicted for high treason. My situetion was ell the more eritical es -according
%o Huppenkothen - Oster and Dohneny eéllegedly Lad made & complete admission of
all their deeds end that, furthermore, I did not know what stetements Halder
and Goerdeler would meke, In other words, elready wy first hearing revealed
a serious crisis for me.
My vindicetiown.
1 was faced with & very difficult decision. Were I to sdmit in full
measure my ettitude egeinst Hitler and my sctivities for & prevention of the
war and for elimination of the regime, death sentence beceuse of ettempted high
treason was sure to follow, To deny everything wss impossible becsuse the memo-
renda were evaileble and because Goerdeler hed indiceted all of us severely. Cn
the other hend I was determined to make every possible fslse ststement end
to try out every possible means in deeling with this collection of culprits as
represented by SD and the pcople's court.wnich I could not recognize &s
authoriiies legelly establisked by the vermsn veople, in order to escape the
passege of quick judgment end to protect end relieve my family snd my friends
as much es poseible.
From &ll of Huppenkothens utterances and those of his secretary I was
lead to assume thet Oster end Dohnany - under pressure resulting from discovery
of the materiel - had edmitted their activity completely mmarnaiem xrived xr xokimimmk
xeall of which also involved charges egeincst me, helder, on the contrery, seemed
to heve steted thet he could no longer recollect the contents of my reports,
His fat™in other words, was closely ¥tminEmxmamx predicsted on stetements I would
make. The only possibility to seve my life seemed to lie in an admission
of my fight egeinst the wer but to deny eny personzl pertnersiip in aspira-

tions to do away with Hitler, I then pursued tne following course:
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I sdmitéed that before the war I had fought sgainst Hitler's aspirations

of conquest, that I warned Col.Gen. Keitel and the Commenderc in Chief of the
Germen Armed Forces sgeinst & new war, xh:xxxmhnxgzﬂm that on 27 November 1939

I hed expounded the utter futility of a world war to General Halder - upon the
request of Goerdeker, Popitz, Beck and Oster, ssking General Halder to prevail
upon Brauchitsch to demand of nitler en understending with the Western Powers.
I also sdmitted having mede the stetement to Halder that my friends teke the
stend that Hitler must be eliminated before the German people is plunged into
e new world wer. I denied, however, thet I hed encoursged Helder on the

aspiring

question of & coup d'etet end I denied participetion of eny kind in steps o/
martixR the eliminetion of Hitler I elso edmitted that I hed teken the report
received from Kome to Helder, céenying, however, any participetion in endeavors
to bring about negotistions with the Vatican { the latter fact was true because
I did not know that initiation of these negotistions hed their:point of issu-
ance with @ster). I declered tbat I hed considered the report purely as an
agency report of the defense division.

Furthermore, I admitted tnat I hed considered it my duty, as early as
November 1939, to inform my superiors of the attitude taken by Yoerdeler,
Popitz, etc. end that I bad slso been forced to inform Yenersl Keital about
the report from koue. In &ll these instences I emphesized ithat in all my
ections I hed centered my thouguts exclusively in striving for the welfere of
the Germen people and of the fatherlend end that over and over egain L ned
tried to inform my superiors rel&tive to Wy opinion end my desire to scquaint
them with the situetion as it truly exists,

The situetion beceme problematical for me when 1.es ecquainted with e
statement mede by Plenck. Having already been sentenced to death, ke had
mede the statement that I wes egeinst Hitler's eliminetion butthat I hed knowe-
ledge of ell comversetions cerried on between 1939 &nd 1942 for the purpose of

bringing sbout hitler's elimineti®n. Now there wes nothing else left for me
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for me to do then to hold against these eccusations my record of personal
efficiency and my reliability for a m litery end political point of view

in the course of 36 years of service. I elso declared that - if Ygter and

Dohnanyi really admitted that they had engeged in nigh treason - ell thet
was left for me to do was to refer to my religious conviction whiech would
not permit of my breaking my oath of ellegience. I hoped that such & stete-
ment would not only relieve Helder end me but that it would likewise prevent the
Gestepo from tuking sction egeinst my ide end the children.

But this sttempt to relieve the accusation egainst me failed. Toward

the middde of December Huppenkothen revesled to me that the investigetion

mnmnknstan in my behalf had been coneluded end thet I was sccused of espira-
tions leadinz to conspiracy, perticularly so becauee, et leedt until the end
of 1942, I was swere of preparations being made by the group beck-Oster-
Olbricht for an over-throw. That, of course, calls for the desth sentence.
Huppenkothen elso added that the Mein Reich Security Yffice had no influence
formulation
on the/faymxof the indictment through the Attorney Genersl of the Reich
(Oberster Re chsatwalt) so thet a possibility also existed of my beding accused
of other crimes, f.i. inciting OKH to revolt egainst the dichest Commenders
against which accusetions I might heve to defend myself, huppenkothen elso re-
inasmuch as

veeled to me that/Hitler kimself had ordered the investigation - the documents
pertaining to indictment in the beginning would not be submitted to the People's
Court but would be sent to Hitler by way of Himmler end that hitler would decice
in regard to the type of Judiciel procedure to be edopted in my case. In thet
menner some more time was geined for me,

In these daye my entire planning was devoted to my femily. The ides

brave
that my/wife who was seriously 111, and my chiléren and reletives through
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proclemation of a death sentence against me not only would lose their support
but even their lest possessions end that the grief thus caused to my dear wife
would cause her death, was unbearable to me. For a time I felt my heart affected
and close to & nervous break-down. Fortunately I received news sbout happenings
at the front &t sbout that time end from then on I could not ban the idea from
my mind thet my enemies might be eble to free me. I now decided to pursue a
new tactic in momefexzr pleading my case. I wrote to Himmer and pointed
out that developments of the wer exactly confirmed my predictions. That I
wes the only person in OKW who through clear recognition of facts and through
having pointed them out openly in their danger,
T Yrhag i m et oh inenem fon o0 Joe s i xmgm g Emx had rendered a reel service
and that, consequently, I am not guilty of high-treason but a man who gave the
best he has for the German people and for the fatherlend, I thue asked to be
conmander' s
set free from my detention &nd to be give., a essignment at the front, to
enable me thus to serve my fatherland also in a time of extreme end ultimate
emergency. In stating this my only thought, of course, was to get out of
the Gestapo's grip and to escape to Switzerlend in order to continue from
there my fight sgeinst the government of mxkpwkx scoundrils.
At that time there were three factors which upheld me:
1) The faith thet @estiny woulcd at least permit the survival of one
men who was in & position to give & clesar picture of developments and
who could stand up as the eccuser of this corrupt system,
2) The will to hold to life to permit my protecting my wife, dear asbove
everything else, and my good children; and, finally
g) My feith es e Christisn and quite perticularly the quotetion given
me on the day of my confirmation" Fight the good fight of feith; take
( thou alsohast)

hold of eternal life for the sake of which you too have confessed

yourgelf es & witness before meny witnesses."
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As of the end of December no more inte:rogations took place. All my
attempts to bring about a clarificastion of my case was left without reply.
Written inquiries sent to Huppenkotten found no sns er at all. In reply
to questions addressed to subordinetes the reply was elways the same: Just wait,
the Fuehrer will decide whether you will heve to eppear before the People's
Court or whether judgment will be passed in some other menner.

My sojour £ Prinz-Albrecht Strasse

_ I weas kept there in single detention in & cell in the basement, The bed
ked to be folded back during the day; only in the middle of the day, between
12:2%0 end 1:20 p.m, was it permitted to use it. The other equipment comprised
& chair and & small table, Neither a werdrobe nor any other convenience to
plece things was available. Suitcase, reading material, medical items,etc,
all had been teken away from me., Noon-time mesl was according to what pre-
vailing conditions would permit, beareble although insufficient in quantity; in
the morning and at night I was given a small pot of coffee and 2 slices of bread
with margarine or jem, hardly scraped on the bread. It is only thanks to the
packages sent to me by my good wife end which were turned over to me at the
mess that I was able to hold throug). Huppenkothen's treatment was blemeless
until about the middle of December, from then on he treated me as if I did not
exisf. Subordinates to whom special surveillance of politicel inmates was
entﬁisted, varied., Some of them were very correct and uttered remaerks of
anger about the system, Others were saddistic creatures in the truest sense,
torturers of humanity. Smell things im particuler served as reason for
worst chicanery. <+h_.eir first concern &as to treat us with indignence. All
those who had been sentenced to death were hand-cuffed night and day, likewise

some of the immates whose hearing were still in xx process. 7The hand-cuffed me

at night only when, as a result of an air attack, fire had broken out in the

building. During eir attacks the "interesting pPrisoners" were taiep s
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bunker: others with cuffs on hands and feet, were locked up in the cells;

others, egain, were locked up in the large cellar. An kowrm hour spent in the
"open air" did not exist for the Gestapo; torture slone was on their daily pro-
gram, Plenck too was tortured to enforce from him a statement ebout me. Re-
peatedly Dr., von Schlaberndorf, an attorney, was returned to the cell mfitmrmimwhx
in ean unconscious condition. Deprivation of doos and similar punishments

were repeatedly applied. During those months I lacked sleep almost entirely:
*fxixx at the utmost I slept 1 to 2 hours a day.

As regards persons known, detention with me was shared by: Dr.Sxhacht,
Minister Popitz, Dr.Goerdeler, Col. General Helder, Col.Gen. Bromm, Secretary
of State Planck, Ambassador von der Schulenburg, Admiral Canaris, General
Oster, Gauleiter Wagner, Ministerial Director Sack, Herbert Goering, Dr. Loeser,
Dr.Josef-Mueller-lunich, Dr. Struenk, Dr. v. Schieberndorf, General Lindemann's
son end numerous others, there being a constant change emong those present.

Eerly in December Schacht was &k txkemx removed to a different camp; likewise
Geuleiter Wagner; middle of Jamuary Planck was removed to Tegel, to await there
the outcome of his petition fax, Goerdeler and Popitz were sent for February 2
whether they were to be dmEx executed, I do not know.

I spoke to Fromm 6 February 1945: he was the only optimistic element among
us and he believed that he would be set free very shortly. At the end of February
ke was shot ¥® for reason of cowardice, the people's court having sentenced him
to £k death through stranguletion.

February 3 wes the day of the great air attack which SEXEXXX seVerely dameged
the Gestapo building. A heavy and direct hit was made on our "bunker": it with-

steod: until Februaty 7 we were witout light, water, window and heat in our

damaged cells end suffered dreadfully from the cold,
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A; 5 o'clock in the afternoon of February 7 I was told thet I would be
"moved". One never knew whether that meant murder or local removal, Under
extremely heavy guerd Halder, “aneris, Uster, Struenk, Seck, and I were loaded
into a bus: Schecht and the Schuschnigg couple were added from other camps and
after a trip of 14 hours duration we were teken to concentration camo Flossen®
buerg in the Bavarian forests, sast of aaidén. What I felt when that morning
we were taken through Grunewald#, passing so closely my apartment, only those
Imxaxm imicamn pastmymapEn Emert
can understand who are somewhat familisr with the relations between me and
my wife and children. The tr ip by automobile, from Berlin to Nuernberg, also

brought to my recollection besutiful hours passed with my dear ones.

My sojourn in Flossenbuerg

The first impression was ewful, After having passed the numerous electric-
akly charged and other type of barbed-wire fences, Schacht said to me gn a low
Voice: Nobody gets out of here alive. Quarters and food were better than at
Albrechtstrasse. The oppressive feature here was that a person was being kept
completely isolated and that one was not permitted to see or speask to anybody else.
Thenks be to God that not until later did I learn was was goinz on in our camp
while we were present. It was a camp for eannihilation purposes of the worst
kind; a number of men and women,x¥x after having devested themselves of all
clothes, were shot or hanged immediately before our cells,and the corpses
were carried past our eyes for cremation. Their morning jo completed, these
murderers, who at the same time acted as our wards, sat down and enjoyed their
morning coffee. There were some among tﬁam, nowever, who suffered very much
under these awful conditions but who were too weak to offer opposition to this
activity of murdering. After baving been xept there for about 14 days, it was

agreed to permit us deily 20-30 minutes outdoors, in the Sresh air, in the yard
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where executions baed taken plece. While in Berlin a newspaper was made avail-
able to us from time to time, 10 news of any kind reached us in Flossenburg;
mail service too was for the present completely broken down. The entire situa-
tion stili worsened considerably when Sturmbannfuenrer Stawitzki, of SD Berlin,
made his appearence, taking charge of us. He revealed to me that I had been
discha rzed from the Army without being granted permission to wear the uniform,

repeatedly
He/slapped severael other inmates during interrogations in the face 3 1n regard
to Canaris particularly the worst metho s were used to put him in irons. I was
able to obtain news from the front by bribing the hair dresser witk who like-
wise was an inmste with cigarettes.' Also during those days I received two let-
ters from my wife which gave me the certainty that the entire structure of the
3rd Reiech as about to crumble. From then on the only thing I lived for was
preparing for escape.
I was no longer subjected to questioning; only once I had to face Halder
Gogala,
and Yster because of a statement made. April 8, in the afternoon, the prison
director of Prinz-Albrechtstrassee, MMIVMEEZEDEY arrived as a surprise and he
told me that once again he would like to underteke a trip with me. Soon there-
after the manager ¢f the Flo senbuerg Detention Institution, Oberscharfuehrer
Hauboldt, came to announce that now I would be taken into more congenial sur-
8,10,

roundings. At 4:00/pxx., April 9, 1945, Schacnt, Halder, Col. von Bonin
( the nephew of my friend Bulow, former chief of Division for Uperations in
OKH), the family Schuschnigg end I were loaded into a prisoners' truck which
had no windows (called the green Minna) and without information of any kind

were moved away. During a brief halt we could determine that we were in

the section of Passau. In & village neesr Passau we picked up kiyRaky General
von Falkenhesusen, the British Lt.Col. Best and MaXaxawkx Molotow's nephew and,

under strong escort of Americaen bomber formations, departed in the direction of

Munich, At 7:00 p.m. we arrived at concentration camp Dachsu and there had to

wait for 3 hours until they haed the kindness to admit us.
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According to a statement made by Prince Philipp of Hesse and Dr.Joseph
Mueller, who also were imprisoned in Flossenbuerg, Canasris, Yster, Struenk
end a lady ( presumably one of the secretaries of these gentlemen) were hanged
in the most cruel fashion one hour after our departure from Flossbuerg. I
assume that in the case of these people, their immediete perticipstion in the

decumnents

plot could be established while thé—;;;;7concerning Helder and me still were
on Hitler's desk and that he in view of the volume af and fluldity of events in
those days had not hed time to meke a decision. It seems that this happy
ci%fumstance saved us., The order offered at a later date,to the effect

thatl was not to be permitied to fall into the enamy s handa but must be killed
Secoonoedononex i K kedx e ; g

before, was evidently an order of Himmler who is said to have issued once more
orders on Aprii 17, 1945, to shoot all political prisoners if the danger should
arise thet they could be freed by the enenmy.

My sojourn in Dachau

Compared with the other cemps, our siay in Dachuu was heaven. We were
accomodated in individual cells located in the socalled special structure of
the camp. The cells had normsl windows and we were permitted to walk in the day
wired-in

time inside of & amall/yard. iexwEnEmxhxaxpsmohitedxta The membors of our
group were also permitted to talk to eachother and to call on eachother,
We learned thay gradually all prominent personalities were being assembled
at camp Dachau and were under the imprecsion that if need arises we were to
serve as hostages which Gestapo would use in exchange against captured Gestapo
leaders. %kmx In the measure as the en;my's front approached, restless aaong
the guards increased, in the same measure also increased politeness smong some
of the guards. The Wehrmacht report which we could hear were the great event
of every dey and according to it our plans were fashioned which would permit

us to adapt ourselves to the general situation. There were constant rumours

that they would carry us off to the Alps or to the vicinity of Selzburg.
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gomradeship
A magnificent/xmimxhomxni

Ui X BRI

om was founded here and Mrs.
Schuschonigg in particular never tired in her endeavor to cheer?is worn-out
prisoners, through coffee or tee or fried potatoes. Seweral days later we
chenced to see Niemoeller who also proved to be an excellent comrade. In the
meantime the following personalities also reached Dachau: Mr.and Mrs.Thyssen;
Count Plettenberg and deughter: Mrs. and Miss von Rammerstein, Mrs, Lindemann,
Ambassador Heberlein and wife; a family by the name of Kaiser; Miss von Gise-
vius, Prelate Neuhsusler from Munich; Prince Friedrich Leopold of Prussia;
Prince Philipp of Hesse; Prince Bourbon, the French Minister Blum and wife; xka
emhimenbnmgxeis mxfxhmeayn@aihmetx all members of the Hungarian Kalnsy govern-
ment; Horty's son; Badoglio's son; the Minister of Economics for Slowavkia;
Schmidt,
the Bishop of Clermont-Ferrand, /ex Chief Mayor of V}enna; the entire leader-
ship of the Greek army and numerous officers from Great Britain,‘Franca; alto-
gether 23 nations. April 24 we were told that it was not to be permitted to
have us fall into American hands and that,consequently, we would be removed
into the Alps.

Delivery

L a.m., April 24 we were loaded into busses and trucks ana were driven
imtx in direction of fnnsbruck during the night. One gathered the impression
that the Secret State Police was without leadership, First symptoms of the
disintegration process became apparent. Inas,uch as we had no weapons afXmmy
while our escorts were heavily supplied with weapons, we had to relegate into

the background eny though of delivery by force, for the time being. Yet, even
in the personnel charged with our safety a split was noticeable; the decent
elements weant out of their way to be pleasant to us; the bag elements, as a

result of their uncertainty became more and more radical, After having being

quarterd for 2 days under ignoble conditions in s transit camp near Innsbruck,
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We once more were InEXEEXImXYERIEXwxxyx set in motion, lete on the 27th, our
destination was to be Pustertal., After being stalledrat the Bremner for several
hours, we reached the village Niederdord near Toblach in the forenoon of the 28
and were to find that quarters which had been planned for us were occupied by the
Luftwaffe. Our guards increased in insecurity; our courage grew, Bonin and I
were able to find out that memmesimiewxd Ge ersal Vietinghoff's headquarters
should be in our proximity, end we decided the moment had now come to venture
the step which was to bring us into safety. DBonin succeeded in getting secret-
ly a telephone call through to General Roettiger, the Chief of the army squed
and to acguaint him with my request to free us.
At the same time we pushed our wards aside and went to the village to try
and find some sort of food. I was just about to enter the villege when all of
a sudden I see Ueneral Hoepfner, my friend, before me; he throws his arms around
my neck, This was the signal for all the foreign prisoners that from now on
thw Gestapo's power to issue orders ceased to be and that contact had been
established for us with the Wehrmecht. The gestapo leaders really withdrew and
seemed completely out of their wits. The night which we sPang at mass quarters
in Niederbof was without any event. The following morning afzfﬁfgﬁﬁ under commeand
of Captain von Alvensleben arrived and declared we are now under the guardian-
thereafter
ship of the Wehrmacht. Shortly/shessafty Italien Pertisens also arrived and
offered us their protection. The Gestapo lecaders were arrested and after their
arrest they declared it had been their order to shoot 5 of us (I among them) under
the 29th was
all conditions and that IKXEE;_date set for it. It was thanks to the appearsnce
of the Germen Company only bhatlthis murder wes prevented. General Hoepfner and
his staff drove in direction ofthe Gr. Glockner, his intention being to reach
Selzburg vicinity; I do not know where he was teken prisoner. QVur entire group
of 160 persons were now taken to the megnificently located Hotel Gxx Pregser Wild-

see where, for the first time, we were restituted to life, where we slept in good

—
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. beds, where the food was excellent and where we were to await the arrival

of the Americens. May 7, X8%# 1945 one of my old officers, Col. Holledt made

his eppearance who had heard of my ventures, who had searched for me 2 days and who
now came with all kinds of gifts in his hands in order to plesse me. May 5,1945,

of General Gerow
the first Americen troops/eppesred, dmmkwrmixix gave us our freedom and said we

now ere under their protection.

I still should supplement that in those decisive days the populeation in
Tyrol behaved toward us iw magnificently and especially the former Bundes Chancelor

and honored

Schuschnigg was greeted/by the population es sort of a Seint. General von
Roettiger end CaptainL:on Slvensleben likewise did everything to help us. Ynder
the lead of the Britih/Cél. Best, we created a committee which was to have the
task of gathering the wishes of all the different nations and to be in charge
of ell negotiations with our Americ n liberators. Those deys of tension in that
megnificent neture will rmmxix stand out in my memory for ever; but of course,
shxofmusxwenxexex just one thought dominated in all of us: the worry about

our dear ones back home,
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In American Hahds

'The treatment by the American troops on the Pragser Lake was excellent,
We were treated as comrades; everything was done to better our terrible
fate, On May 7, 1945 General Gerow appeared and told us that he could not
release us imnediately since there wsre no trasnsportation possibilities to
Germeany. We would first be taken to headquarters in Naples vhere we could be
released. This news was a great disappointment for us since everyone had but
one desire, i,e. to go home in order to be with our dear ones. On May 8, 1945
we drove to Verona, via Corfina d'Ampezzo. We arrived late at night, aftera
14 hour trip. We were billetted and fed at the hotel.

Thenext morning we flew to Naples via Florence and Rome., We arrived at
1 pems During the flight I followed in my thoughts the route taken by my son
the year before, After our arrival in Naples the greatest disappointment of
the last difficult months began. We had hoped to bs wzlcomed by our American
iiberators as "friends" and "men of action", but had to realize that after
our ‘literation by General Gerow ws were again teken prisoner,

Thg various nationelities were separzted on the Naples airport. The
Germans eand Hungarians wer~e billeted in the very mediocre hot=l "Terminus".
Then, on Mey 10, 1945 we were teken to the isle of Capri on a2n Eaglish tender,
and there to the beautifully situated EHotel Paradiso. On May 13, 1945 we had
another discppointment - after several short interrogations, Schacht, Halder,
the Prince of Hessen, Falkenhausen, Liedig, Engelks, v. Petersdorf and I
were taken away in an American motor leunch in order to have it determined
whether or not we wers war criminals., I was ESpeCi&ily hard hit by this
development since I had led the fight against Hitler since 1932 and had risked

my life in order to liquidate him. We were first taken to a small Znglish

camp near Ceserta where we were treated very decently. The next day we
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were taken to a large American PW camp, No. 226, near Naples, and at first
treated as criminals. All our luggage, including toilet articles, was taken
from us, and we were locked up with captured generals and their orderlies in a
rarshackle barrsclk,

The food wasbad, the treatment and lodging undignified in every respect.
After mmxmuxrxx numerous complaints and after a visit by the Swies, Burkard, of
the Red Cross, we finally had our luggage returned to ue. Everything had been
opened by force, and all our valvables had been takesn out. I lost my last
underwear which was all I had l=ft after my apartment had veen destroyed.

The following generals were in the camp with me: Air Corps General Ritter Vsl
Pohl, General Schlemmer, Heidrich, the Major Generals Leysrs, Swade, v. Ilsemann,
Wehrich., My impression of the mental and morel standards of these gensrals
was horrible., These fonr wezks behind berbsd wire, under Negro guards, was a
bitter perind for me. Schacht, Halder and Falenhausen also suffered a great
deal. On June 1C, 19485 we took the Lord's Suppsr. On June 13, 1945 Schacht ,
the Prince of Heesen and I were taken to the airport at Naples and put aboard
e plane, together with Mr, and Mrs, Thyssen. W= were not told where we ware
going. We then flew via Ostia, Tlba, Corsica, Tonlon, Marseille - to Lyon
vhare a thunderstorm broke out, I thovght we were £nking to London. Suddenly
we saw Faris undsr us and came down on the Orly airfiela,

We were telen to the small castle of Le Grand Chesnay near Versailles.

Eere we met our comrades from Capri. Spper and his staff wers slso thers,

Vr. Saur wanted to tall to me but I openly expressed.my contempt for him and

Mr. Speer. I also saw Mr.;gzr and Dr. Buetefisch of the I.G. Farben. On June 16,
1045 I was taken to the airport with Niemoeller, Puendér, Count Staufenberg,
Count Plettenberg and Heberlein. Schacht, the Prince of Heesen and Thyssen v
ware talen somewhere else in a car. Since then I have not seen Schacht. On the

airfield I met more of my comrades (Bonin hed srrived in the meantime) and



at noon we were put aboard three planes and flsw toward the fatherland.

When we arrived at Frankfurt, we were grested by the new mayor as fighters
against the Eitler rsgime. Another surprise - Haldsr, Falkenhausen, Liedig,
Bonin, Engelke and I ware talren to the Wiesbuden prison and locksd vp ir & cell
full of badbugs. My nerves could takethis no lnnger. I r=ported sick. an American
captain appsared, aﬁd at € p.m, told us that a mistalzehad been made, He tonk us
to the house of the ophthalmologist Dr, Pagenctacher in Wiesbaden. Hers I metd
Lt, Col, Zinnemann and Dr. Flick. I r=fused to grset Fi=ld Marszhal Rundstedt
vho was &lso present since I consider the men who wersmembers of the Court of
July 20, 1944 and had served Fitler as long asv, Rundstedt, as war criminals,

After my arrival in the house of Pagenstecher I wastrzated very well by
the Americans. On June 237 1945 I wastaken to the former officers' rscrsation
nome in Falkenetsin/Taunus in ordsr to recover frow the nerve inflammation
vhich I had contracted in Dachau. I was treated extrasmely well. My one worry
now is that about my wifs énd children,

I‘would 1ike hers to give the enswer to a question which was put to me
"repeatedly by British and American interrogators. The question was: "If you
rejected Hitler so much, why then did you nnot leave Germany?"I would like to
make the following definite statement:

Just as any American or Znglishman is proud of hig neople, his country and
history, so am I proud of Germany, of our culture, our history, &nd »nowledge
and our virtues., I have been an officer since my early youth end had served
my country and my peopls faithfully, willing to sacrifice my life. I did this
as long as my consclsnce could jﬁséify it, I had had at various times the
opportunity to leave Germany when the dangers of Eitler's policy became
apparent. I did nnt take adventage of these opportunities since I consider it
dishonorable for an officer and father of a family to exposs his family and

relatives to the blackmailing methods of Hitlsr's poliecies in ordsr to save
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himself. It would have bzen consideradbly easier to follow all these develop-
ments from outside the bordersof Germany, without undertaking anything positive
than to fight egainst this system as a man - with the aim of saving the Garman
people from the worst and of overthrowing this criminal Goverament. Consciously
I stayed in my office in order to be well informed concerning the development
of Hitler's plans. Lilkke almost noone else, I have, together with the bravemen
of July 20, 1944, given all my strength, my knowledge, my work and my life in
order to overthrew this system.I risked not only my own life, but aleo that of
my femily in order to serve the German psople and the fatherland. My wife
has bravely supported me since 1933 in this fight. Only a person who knew our
family 1ife wil® be able to proprsrly judge whet they have suffered - my son as
a ¥xt lisutenant and my daughter as a nurse - in not being able openly to
reject the system and to stand up for me. I shall never forget this brave
attituds on the part of my femily,

My wife and I had deliberately edudated our children to hate this regime,
We believed that this regime could not survive, and wewantad to have our
children grow up in the same virtues as we had nurselves. My house has done
its duty in the fight for Germany's honor and integrity, and certainly has
given a bstter example in the struggle against Hitler andhis criminal
methods then the men and women who left Germany in time and without being
forced to do so, end there waited, without any peril, for the tragedy to
overcome the German people.

If the world then rightly calls for the punichmeht of the war criminals,
it shonld punish those men and women who served this criminal system either
out of conviction, lust of powsr, or selfish interests, or those who in full
awarences of the dangers and misdeeds of the system continedd to follow

Hitler and were not ready to overthrow this eriminal and infamous regime.

I believe that 1 have done my duty to theGerman fatherland$ over the past
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twelve years, and I also belicve that I have done my share in the attempt
to prevent this terrible war and to liberate Germany and Zurope from the

terror rule of thés "criminel with genius",

Georg Thomas



