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Falkenstein, July 20, 1945

Thoughts and Events

Today, .Tuly ro, 1944, the a nniversary of the day when brave German

men made a lest minute attempt to protect the German people tmmnJatrmx

against the greatest tragedy, I first direct my eye heaven-ward, to thank

God for fiis kindness to have protected me so graciously during these

dark months and to have saved me so miraculously in the moment of decision

after death waB before my vision for months.

My heart filled with the same gratitude, I am thinking of my dearly
good

beloved brave wife and of my IBBx/children who endured their bitter fate in

heroic manner, not losing feith in me, thereby considerably easing my fate

through their brave erect behaViour. Finally, my thoughts turn to the brave

men who after enduring cruel tortures had to give their lives for the na-

tion and the fatherland in that cruel manner.

In the following I have endeavored to establish in concise form those

thoughts which inspired me since 1933 in my fight against hitler and the

events which in the course of the last years and especially during the

last months influenced my life. These statements are intended to give an

account· of mE{Rsm~ ~8H~~¥ and as a man to the German nation, especially'

however, to my family and my friends.

Introduction.

Janu8ry 20, 1933, when Eindenburg appointed Hitler Reich Chancelor,

the power of government thus being pleced tntmx with NSDAP, I expressed

the opinion to my wife end my friends that this development would not turn

out to be e blessing for the German peopl d t~-e en .~t - unless his power
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be restrained in opportune time - he would involve the Gelman people in a

new world war. In carrying on my official activity, I had met hitler, kno~-

iug htm as a fanatic demagogue of amazing energy, capable and resolved to

pursue any path which would bring him nearer realization of his plans.Suffice

it :bo~ recall the unfair propaganda in which he engaged against HindeR-

bu.rg incidental to the Reich President elections and I ask to remember that

in 1932 Hitler expressed his readiness to call a general strike - in co1la-

boration with communi~ - in order to obtain the dowijfall of the Schleicher

regime. I knew Goering to be an egoist, devoid of inner restraint, and

corrupt, always lielVing in ideas of me~JlJDlI"x megalomaniaand I knew Ribben-

trap, whose simple-mindedness and self-conceitedness could be surpassed mere-

ly by his overbearing and arrogant manners. At that early date I was quit e
than an environment of .uch people

conVinced/:tunxUN\Dl11.1tx1l1X:&ttUXJWI3~RX-who gathered as his more or

less immediate entourage and w~ whict, jn fact, consisted of nothing but

adventurers and crashed existences - could no~ possibly establish a plaUbrm

which would permit Germany to make her entryon the JElu:ilniJR ]lj:ltJQB international

stage, to engage in the path of un~erstanding and peace. The views of those
....

people, so completely ignorant of the ways of the world tind overbearing w~~

could never serve as the basis for a reconciliation of nations, by means of

which - in my opinion - peace alone coulc be secured, bolshevism banished,

and the ultimate aim~ establisbment of a "Uni ted States of

Europe" realized.

My scruples were deepened through that abominable occurrence, th~

Reichstag fire the author for which - according to Col. Gen. Halder-

Goering himself repeatedly boasted himself to be.
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Incidentel to my trip to Russia in 1933 I had my first clash with

Hitler. Deeply L~pressed by the vastness of the Russian space, the vigor

of the Russian populace, tmymmmgmxm~ the scope of Russin's self-suffici-

ency as regards raw materiels and agricultural prOducts, especially also

by the gigantic scale of the bolshevist industry, I took the stand the t

Germany should mstablish friendly relationship with the SOViet Union end in

a few years' time the Bociet Union wouHI constitute a power of unfathomable

war-economical strength. Hitler completely rejected my attitude. He was

of the opinion that we had permitted our.selves to be deceived by villages

a la Potemkin, that Bolshevism is exclusively a destructive power and never

capable of constructing an organization. That concept of Hitler found ex-

pression in his mOTe end more vigorous end untrue propaganda and provocation

against the Soviet ~stem.

My opinion ~ from the vle~~olnt of military economics, as applied

to our relations with China, TsclJ.iang Kaichek' s Government, was the second

occasion for my finding disgrace before~ hitler, With the consent ot

the Reich Government, a treaty had been concluded in 1935 with China, for
requirements of

the purpose of strengtheni~~us in the domain of/military economicall, , accord-

ing to which Chine supplied wolfram, tin E~d other important raw materials

against war equipment. Under Dlomberg' s order I had signed that agreement.

Only a few weeks after signing the agreement and with General von Reichenau

sent to China by Hitler still in the country, - for the purpose of trans-

mitting to Tschiang Kaicheck a gift of honor sent to him by Hitler - the

latter declared the agreement obsolete by reason of the fact that he had

decided to engage now in a pro-Japan policy. China would anyhow not be in a

posi tion to be of service to us. In reply to .
~erou8 Objections I raised

Hitler maintained that when it comes
to POlitics there is no room for scruples,
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that he is a realist in politios and the pUI~ose of agreements is to break them

at the opportune moment.

Although in:"ardly my attitude to Hitler was from the first day ~ one
whole-hE!artedly

of absolute opposition, I accepted/the oall - at the end of 1934 - when I

was asked to reestablish Germany' 8 eoonomy to qUalify it for mili tary :rq needs.

I did this because I felt a disarmed Germany surrounded by highly armed neigh-

bors is en anomaly and that this constituted 6. danger for the maintenance of

peace. Contrary to the Tre~ of Versailles, the Western Powers had failed to

disarm: Russia was in the progcess of arming on e large scale: consequently,

something had to be done about Germany. When, in the spring of 1935, liitler

reintroduced the general draft law, the Western rowers did not raise objection;

nor did anything happen when the Rhineland was occupied in Maroh, 1936; more

than that J England was even prepared to enter into a naval agreement \l;i. th lii tler,

the result being that any intelligent Gennan naturally had to conclude tha t

Germany was considered by the Western Powers as bulwark against Bolshevism a nd

that they approved of reaming.

I am conVinced thet Hitler was of that opnion at that t~le. Considering

furthermore that in each of his speeches before the German people he expounded

the principles of peaceful politics it was but natural for every good German

to take his pert in this rearmement process - whichID~ , we all

were convinced, was to serve merely as a mefinS of protection of our borders -

wi th all his strength. I am certain e.t that tilr.e the number of people who

for the sake of reestablishing Germany'iaJUli prosperi ty would have wished

for a war did not amount to one percent.

In the meantime, however, other events had taken place which deeply

moved me and my friends. June 30, 1934, had pointed the way which this systan

had mapped out for itself to follow in ord t her 0 reac

:jJ :Ef8f,f{ee /g:~::-i~ ~~~~s of a few single men.
Of a few s±

their goal, uniting

Very soon it became
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eVident that the "Roehm. plot" was 8lllUl.mll~ throughout ficti tiousa nd

fabricated by ~er merely in order to break the power of SA and thus to

uni te all power wi thin the SS.

Blomberg was Mare of this, and he pennitted :tiua Schleicherto be murdered

which meant the first slap against the dignity of the officers corps.

Then followed Hindenburg's d.eath; falsification of Hlndenburg's last will

by Hi tIer; the Wehnnacht taking the oath on Hitler's person, any resistance

movement against such system within the Wehnnacht thus being smashed. Blomberg

became the grave digger for the respectable members of the officer's corps

heading the Army 100,000 men strong, and thus the foundation was bUilt for selling

out the armed forces to the party. It was reserved to Keitel and General

Reinicke to carry this disaster to its completion in the course of the war. To

this were further added the ruthless application of the Nuremberg laws; the 1n-

creasing persecutions of the iws; first measures taken against the Evangelical
l,aw

and C~tho1ic Church and the awful Violations in the rea~of/application.All

this combined to point to the fact that Hitler and his "loyal followers" were

pursuing 8 highly radical road, extremely dangerous for Germany, one which

was bound to be followed with higest mistrust by the world.

In 1936 Hitler permitted those in his immediate environment to take the

hint that most likely his goals would not permit realization without a war.He

pointed to the fact that never ~efore had the German been so well eqUipped for

fight and been so united behind a leader as under him; that our generation's
in what i~ owes GermaEL

task/still left much to do before it would be complete and that, consequently,

it will once more become necessary for the German people to take the arms in

order to secure finally its position in the world. Hitler at that time iR-

vented the idea of the "Blitzkrieg" flnd , eVidently, vvus imbued with the idea

that in the age of technical achievements it should be pOssible to carryon war

for a brief duration IlJluirl~JqJ "thus carrying his plans into actual deed.
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.......W1I..x••wnRlppnI8X11mBtnmDx when engaging techni cally superior means

of warfare with lightning speed. Already bt that time he he spoke of himself
the

as being chosen by destiny to become the founder of a Reich of/Germanic natio~

for the duration of 1000 years. To Bundeskanzler Schuschnif he declared that he

is the greatest German of all times and that after him no other man will come

who would combine in himself such means of power.

Hitler's will to burden the German people with another war becomeng

more and more eVident. I felt impelled, beginning 1936 - first in concealed

and than in rather open fashion. in public le~ures, newspaper articles end

in easay6published in magaaines of military science. ~o take issue against the

iuea of "Blitzkrieg" and to declCire thnt for reasons of a :.J.lllitary-economical

nature Germany is not in n posi tion IiO e1l5age in another f:ar. This declaration

in open resulted in my complete discredit vath rtitler and the party manage-

ment and it created for me ~he repu~etion of a pessimist tlnQ }acifist. I am

cOIl'll'illCed that even o.t that time one would ha,ve liked 'to have me relieved,

personality with the necessar/ experience.

The "Fritsch Affair" set the finishing touch to my complete rup'ture

with this system. I could not understand that this extreme disgrace which

in the most malicious manner Hitler had WIOCIEW brought upon General Col.Frit8Bch

and tho officer corps of the army, was to renain without atonement and that

it was intended to conceal the truth from the Ger.nan people. But since eveD

at the~t1me ~he leading mtt±&exI soldiers, Brauchi~sch in particular.

failed to wtlDlJirmXll come for'th in order to wipe aVlay ~h1s disgrace, several

lUan of the old army gathered wlblo evaluated the ohonor of the officer corps

and the welfare of the ~er.man people higher than the oath of allegiance coerced

by Hitler. Even then Gen. von Witzleben Nas ready to ~limina~e that system
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and to turn over Hitler and his accomplices to a peoples' court. Unfortunately

this enterprise failed because, according to the opinion of the leader of

the troop detachment which was to carry the entorprise im effect, the young

officers did not prove reliable for an action of such a political nature.

Then follo'Ned the Czech crisis and the departure of the Chief of

General Staff, CoL Gen. Beck. 'rhe danger of ,var knocked at the door. Again

the sa~e men assembled and determined to prevent the war through elimination

fhen came the day of Munich, which meant a new success

for HitIer and it vias believed that to eliminate the "Beloved Fuehrer" at n.

that moment was sometning tnat could not be accuunted for before the Gennan

people.

In the course of those months I expressed myself at greath length to

most of the leading personalities in Gennany's home economics, in order to

m~ke sure that my understanding of Germany's economic position and of the

rest of the world, and the possibility of holding through another war econom-

iC81ly, ... as correct; and I met wi th complete al)proval of my opinion. I em

sorry °to say that when the sun of Hi t.ler' s grace turned in the direction of

DrSodt and Mr. Speer, a great many of these economists reversed themselves

completely in their opinion, permi tted themselves to get caught by the charm

of this new strong man of the party and joined wi th enthusiasm those who
en~aged in provocations of war
prmm p1;leJinmrmm/and w ere sub~ect to the psychosis of holding through. If to-

day, the German people - and rightly so - ask an accounting on the part of

the highest ranking soldiers, the smne should apply for many leaders in

economl~s who- contrary to their opinion - lacked the courage to join me in

declaring that this war is devoid of sense and hopeless for Ger~any.
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Since the day of Munich rli~ler has engaged systa~atically in war mongery

and preparation for war end as of ~his date he also was determined to attack

England in case resistance should be offered to his plans. As a matter of

fact, I an of the opinion that in 1938 Hitler still hoped that in the de-

cisive moment England would abandon Poland. hi~ler's entire ann~ent pro-

gram was directed at a surprise success but not at a war of long duration.

He relegated to the background all ~neasures tending to strengthen our ability

of endurance, in favor of ~he creation of new Divisions.

When, in the surmuer of 1939, it became clearly evident that hitler

provoked differences with Poland in order to deceive the Ge~nan people as

regards a reason for his attack, several men approached me with the request

to do everything in my power to prevent thi s war which, in our opinion, was

bound to take the d1;nensions of a world conflagra~ion. Personali'&ies

especially strong in expressing this thougnt were Minis~er Popitz, Dr.Goerdeler,

Col.General Beck, Ambas8ado~ von Hassel, Dr.Schucht, Secretary of State

Plank, General Oster, i~r. Gisevius and Director Wi t-tke. In extensive dis-

cussions it became clear to us that everything must be done to aVoid outbreak

of the war end to save the German people a new blood bath. In those days I
\

prepared a brief memorandum which clearly estaDl~shed that Hitler's aspira-

tiona of conquest of neces:-i ty must lead a war of materiel of lODcl duration and

thatwitbout stroDg allies Germany would be unable to hold through for lack

of raw materials and for reasons of nutrition. A war ending in defeat

would mean for Gennany her doom and that, consequently, the war must no~ be

entered into.

With- ,
'l:his memor8lldum I acquainted Keitel about two weeks prior ~o the be-

ginning of the war with Poland. Kei~el interrupted me in my report and de-

clared that Ri~lcr would never engage in a world war, pointiag out the absence

of any danger in that direction because, in tlitler' S o?inion, the French were
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a completely; jaaxiw~t, pacifist people; that England was much too decadent

to be really of assistance to Poland a ~that America would never send even a

single man to Europe to save the chestnuts from the fire for England, leave alone

for Poland. When I objected that all men who really have a knowledge of fore~

countries completely differed in their opinion H was pointed out to me that

a?pareutly I had permitted myself to become infected by thest pacific elements

who did not want to see Hitlerts greatness. On Sunday, before the beginning of

the campaign into Poland, I again called on Keitel and submitted to him graphi-

cally prepared statistical material on the subject of Germanyts efficiency degree
military econm~ics

in matters of /K~~~tx~~~~, as compared with that of the rest of the world

powers. They clearly set forth the great ~~periority of the Western Powers

in the realm of military economics and the dangers therefrom resulting for us.

The next day Keitel told me that he had sho~m these graphs to Hitler and

t~~t he had declared his inability to shere my concern OVer the danger of a

world conflagration, particularly in view of the fact that he how had succeeded

to c~tch the Soviet Union in his net. rhAt the agreement with kussia is the

greatest political~ accomplishment which German politicifu~s could produce

in their records for several decades. Ir was neVer really clear in my mind

whether, unaer Ribbentrop' s i~fluence, Hitler at that time really still be-

lieved England would not interfere in the Polish war or whether already then

Keitel simply deceived me. Of necessity I had to conclude that hitler m1s-

judged the world situation completely and that he made light of the fact that

be
the Gennan people was to provoked into the war. On the strength of such recog-

nition we decided that the time for action was at hand in o~der to prevent

at least the worst - expansion of the Polish war into a world conflagration.

Pop1tz, Goerdeler, Beck, Hassel and Oster approached me with the request to

enlighten OKH on the true situation and to demand of OKli the deposi"tion of Hi tier

by force unless he be ready for an immediate understanding with the Jestern
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Powers. At this moment occurred the attempt on Hitler's life 81; the

"Buergerbraeukeller" which- as became eVident vi;ry soon - was a result of

Heidrich's machination with the sole idea to illustrate 1;0 the German people

the great danger which, allegedly, threatened from England. As a result of a raid

of SS into the Low Lands - Lieut.Colonel Best, Bri1;ish, and the head of the

British Secret Service in Holland, ~as seized, taken over the German Emwm«e~

border and according to press reports he was then made responsible for the

entire preparation of the plot. I myself spent sveral weeks with Best in a

concentration camp, and he assured me that his sole order had been to do every-

thing in his power to avoid a war between England and Germany.

After this renewed deception I called on 2? November 1939 on Col.Gener~

Halder, the Chief of the Gen ral Staff, acquainted him with the opinion of my

friends and urged him to prebail upon Brauchitzsch to avoid the world war and,

if necessary, to arrest ni tler.At this point I can now deal with events which

resulted in my arrest and which I should like to describe with my interroga-

tion and defense serving as the background.

My arrest and the reasons for same.

The plot of J·uly ro, 1944 was a surprise to me. Developments leading

to it were as follows: In View of 1;he fact that all our attempts made during

the years 1939, 1940 and 1941, to prevai~ upon our Commander in Chief to have
heads of

a picked group of men arrest the entire ~overnment and the Fuehrer/staff~

q~ had failed, Beck. Goerdeler and Ulbricht had decided to bring about hitler's

removal through an attempt on his life. Several attempts had failed because

Hitler' s mistrust grew from day to day and so did his precaution. Personally

I was opposed to an attempt on his life and until the day when I was relieved
,

from my position, at the end of 1942, I renewed constantly my endeavors to in-

duce one of the Commanders in Chief - by means of trips I took to see the
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the respective leading men, describing to them the entire situation and

~ointing to the economic superiority of our adversaries - to carry out the the

deed which would bring relief, nemely elimination of the entire staff of the

Ohehrer.~ltboughmenlike Field Marshall Kluge and ManBtein saw the danger

and declined even hitler, they yet failed to in deciding for the deed.
took the stand that

After the tragedy of 5talingrad State Secretary Planck and I /~~~BBW~~Xax

- it now having become evident that the ~r was lost - hitler's removal be foree

would no longer be in order because even b new government would not be able to

obtain from the Allies anything but a disgraceful peace. I was of the opinion

that.a great portion of the German people would in that case see in Hitler's

annihilation 8 conspiration by the generals for selfish reasons and that they

would blame the unfortunate outcome of the war on them while hitler would con-

tinue ~o live on in the minds of the deceived German nation as the "Great Fuehrer"

a figure of mar~yrdom. Such should under no circumstances be permitted to

happen. As a matter ..f fact, I at that time did not expect hitler to go

so far as to sacrifice the en~ire German people, the German country and its

cui tu roe :fan~x:tDx:sUE as the price for a few added weeks of life. I now remember

bowever, that Keitel, when I described to hun the senseless sacrifices at

Stalingrad, replied: "The Fuehrer does not accept any of such scruples: he

takes the stand that: If the German people is uITNil1ing to understand me and

does not wish to fight, it will have to go down in doom."

14 deys before the plot by 01bricht wes carried out, I noticed that he

was very excited and that in his bouse he ~ad turned to become perfectly fanatic

asxxagxx«x in his hatred against Hitler. When we discussed the situation he told

me that, in his opinion, not ~11 had been 10s~ as yet and that, in collaboration

with ~ilililliilwith Count Staufenberg, he was endeavoring to convince Col.

Gen.Fromm of the necessity that in View of the Field Marshall's failure at the



- 12 -

front, action ({as to be taken in hand by the country. lie did not make mentiion

of the attempt on hitler's life, planned for an early date, the reason evi-

dently being that the day when Stautenberg '1lould oe able to approach tlitler

had not yet been fixed.
Beginning .

/obly 20, 1944, I Vias prepared for an arrest because - in view of my

close collaboration with the element& Witzleben - Beck:.. Olbricht, Jater in

his investigations could not possibly remain ignorant of it. On the other hand

I was of the opinion that material which could be used against me was not to

be found because from 1:ihe first day of my collaboration I had declared that

it was not my desire to De involved in the formation of a new goverrunent because,

aftor the fall of the government I proposed to continue not in my capacity as

a soldier or politician, butx in the field of economics. I thus only had reason

to make sure about destruction of material which dealt with my fight against

Hitler and his plans and which exposed Iua as the most critical of opponents

of the Nazy system. In View of this and beginning July £0 ,1944, until
highly critical

the day of my arrest, I wn engaged in revising llly/memorandU>ll on the subject

of Germany's war Econo~y Xx along such lines that, if necessary, it could be

referred to as defense material in my case. In addi tion, I asked my adjutants,

11eut.Col. Doehner and Col. Eckert to destroy all material which described

my fight against the war and the measures taken along that line by the govsrh-

manto For the sake of the safety of my family and my collaborators, 1 was

forced to take this step - after the attempt proved a failure - although

it was not conducive to add to clarity in a historical sense. tlowever, Doeh-

nor and Eckert are in a position to serve as witness for the existence of such

mat.xxx material.

I am sorry to say that my hope no ~±X wri~ten evidence would be

found, very soon found the contrary .to be true.
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In the month of August J Nhen after havi~~ been attached to OKW for special

assignments (z.b.V.Ste1lung) I was transferred to OKrl's Fuhrer reserve detach-

ment J I recognized that Keitel was trying to get rid of me. October 10 I learned

that my confidant, Dr.Reuter in BerlinJ had been arrested; that was proof
LtQ.

enough that my activity was under surveillance. I then recalled/Col. Doehner

from his vacation in order to discuss witu all necessary measures, in particular

the protection of my family.

This step, however. did not succeed be cause as early as 11 October,

3:30 p.m. I was arrested in my office at Muskau through a judge attached

to the Central Court (Zentralgericht) of the Army and 2 Gestapo men. By car

I was taken to Berlin J to the Gestapo bUilding at Prinz Albrechtstrasse where

Obersturmbannfuehrer Huppenkother infonued me thet the Fuehrer had given personal

order for an investigation against me. I was kept in fi cell in the basement in

single detention. At ~y side sat Dr.Schacht.

Att~r having spent the firs days with describing my relfitions to the men

since July 20 J 1944 and the circle which formed my ac~uain·teshipJ OUppenkothen

sent for me 16 October, 1944 J for interrogation J and he informed me that the

crime ascribed to me was not cooperation in the conspiration of 20 July 1944

but conspiratory machinations in the years 1939 to 1942 and sabotaging of the

Fuehrer's plans. I replied that from 1939 on to this day I have been a severe

foe of the war and that the concerns to w~ch I gave expression at that time

had really had had ample confirmation since then. I refused to accept, how-

ever, that I am guilty of conspiracy. It then was revealed to me that General

Oster and his accomplice Dohnanyi had very cynically declared that since

1938 they had pursued the plan of doing away with Hitler and that my COllabo­

ration in such plan had been plainly proven through notes found among Dohnanyi's

papers. They read two memoranda to me which these gentlemen - contrary to

8gre~nent and eVidently intended to be used as part of the material te ~8 ~iQQ
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in the impeachment of Brauchi tzsch - had preserved. As far as I could find out,
together with the diaries of Admiral Canaris von Dohnanyi

this me. terial which covered our activi ty iu its entiret:>f. had been hid in xu a

garden !J!fTxi!ltmjmIl'l1pc(DD1J[l1l'tm~the location of which was revealed by

Mrs. Dohnanyi - eVidently after torture.

These memoranda XBa cover the following: 27 ovember 1939, General

Thomas, acting at the same time in behalf of Goerdeler, Popitz, Beck and

Oster, called on the Chief of the General Staff Corps, General Halder, to

state that an attack in the West Nas bound to lead tiO another viOrld liar, that

Germany is not equipped to hold through such 8. war and that a war ending in de-

feat would mean Gennany's doom. I'hat, conseqJently, it would be necessary to

make every endeavor to prevent such an attack by .tiHler in the West. Should

Hitler not be found disposed for such an understanding with the West Powers,

the Army would have to take recourse to a voup d'etat and that hi~ler would have

to be eliminated.

Halder's reply was stated to have been that Halder likewise was greatly

concerned and that he would like to see hitler eliminated. That Brauchitsch,

however, could not be made to acquiesce iu such an action because the Ge~an

Army is not available for such a coup dt etat. That, furthermore, there was

noboty available to replace Hitler, that the people requires an idea, such as

National Socialism, that England's war was not directed against Nazis only

but against the entire German nation and that, finally, the young members of

the officer corps do not prove reliable tor the execution of a political

act of that type.

Halder stated that also Generals von Stuelpnagel and Wagner has prevailed

upon him persistently along the same lines but that he could not give his approv-

al to have the hi:~hest mili tary leadership spli t into W/O camps nm.. with the

war being in process.
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The only ~hing which 1 could consider an accomplishment then ;as that

Halder and Eeck met together and established contact with ~oerdeler in writing.

the idea being thus to win OKH for our ideas.
1940

The second memorandum cov red the following: Il'hat early in April/r had

sub~itted to Halder a report which had re~uhed me through Oster from Rome and

which clearly proved the Vatican's readiness to act as int rmediary in ne-

gatiating with England for an understand~ng on the following conditions:

Eliminettmh of liitler and Ribbentrop.
bearable.

Fo'rmation of a new government (Goering' 6 person being considered/Iu )

o German attack in the West.

Settlement of all questions pertaining to the East in favor of Germany.

The report made eVident the Pope's close contact with ~ngland and that

England would be actually ready for an understanding on the basis of the above
this

mentioned conditions, 'llhe Pope nad advised the Englishmen tb.at xiuf/proposi-

tion had the backing of a group of generals in Gennany.

The manorandum further stated that Halder fornarded this report to Brau-

cbitsch but that the latter once I~ore had declined any forceful measure against

Hitler. Brauchitsch likewise declined ffiy suggestion to receive p~bassador von

Hassel for the purpo~e of elucidation in ubtail of peace possibilities. As a

mattor of fact, Braucbitsch - as Relder adVised me- had at that time th inten-

tion to hove me arrested end that only Halder's intervention had prevented

carrying out this intention.

Finally, I was accused of a reputation 85 pessimist before the war nnd

during the \'v'B.r. that I had sabotaged Hitler's propaganda end that before the

war I hed made defeatist utterances to the American reporter rJlr.W1egand.

Inasmuch as the memoranda lain open developments in their true light, I

found myself in un ex;remely difficult position and it as clear that were



- 16 -

were I to consider all these accusations openly 85 in order, I could be clearly

indicted for high lireason. My 8i tuation ",les ell the more critical as -according

to Huppenkotbcn - Oster and Dohnany allegedly tad made a complete admission of

all their deeds and that, furthermore, I did not know what steta~ents halder

and Goerdeler would make. In other words, already illy first hearing revealed

a serious crisis for me.

My vindicatioll.

I was faced with a very dii'ficult decision. Were I to admit in full

measure my attitude agejuot Hitler and my activities for a prevention of the

war and for elimination of the regime, death sentence becf-use of attempted high

treason was sure to follow. To deny everything ~as impossible because the ro~~o­

randa were available and because Go~rdeler hed indicated all of us severely. On

the other tmnd I ~8S determined to make every possible false statement and

to tryout every possible means in dealing ~ith this collection of culprits as

represented by SD and the pC:.:Ople' s court: ..wnich 1 could not recogni ze as

aUlihorities legally established by the ~er.nan people, in ord~r to escape the

passage of ~uick judgment end to protect end relieve roy family and my friends

as much as possible.

From all of HU9penkothens utterances and those of his 6ecre~ar~ I was

lead to assume that 0 ster and Dohnany - under pressure resulting from discovery

of the material - had adrni tted their activi t:t completely gtiTnzjln:mJMphthniDDlt

mEQll of which also involved charges ~g6inst me. halder, on the contrary, seemed

to have stated that he could no longer recollect the contents of my reports.

His fat~in other worns, was closely xmxmwm;mmm~ prediceted on statements I ~ould

make. The only possibility to save my life seemec to lie in an admission

of my fight against the ,'ar but to deny any personal partner8hip in aspira­

tions to do away wi th Hi tler. I then pu rsued the follo\dng course:
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I admi teed that before the war I had fought against .Hitler's aspira.tions

of con~uest, that I warned Col.Gen. Keitel and the Commanders in Chief of the

German Armed Fo rces against e. new ·.... ar, 1tkb::t::tJtJ.lm.:trn.2Iim . that on 2? November 19~~9

I had expounded the utter futility of a world war to General Halder - upon the

request of Goerdeker, Popi tz, Beck and Oster, a.sking General Halder to pre-vail

upon Brauchit6ch to demand of .Hitler an understanding with the Western Powers.

I also admitted having made the statement to Halder that my friends take the

stand that Bitler must be eliminated before the Gennan people is plunged into

a n8W world war. I denied, however, that 1 had encouraged .Halder on the
aspiring

~uestion of a coup d'etat and I denied participation of any kind in steps ~~/

]l:~~ the elimination of Hitler I also edmi tted that I had taken the report

received fram Rome to Halder, denying, however, any participation in endeavors

to bring a.bout negotiations with the Vatican t the latter fact was true bec'ause

I did not know that initiation of these negotiations had their~point of issu-

ence with aster). I declared that I had considered the report purely as an

agency report of the defense division.

Furtherulore, I admitted that I had considered it my duty, as early as

November 1939, to inform my superiors of the attitude taken by ~oerdeler~

Popitz, etc. and that I had also been forced to inform ~eneral Keital about

the report from home. In all these inste.rlces I emphasi:z,ed that in all my

actions I had centered my thougnts exclusively in striving for the welfare of

the German people and of the fatherland and that OVer and over again L had

tried to inform my superiors relative to :.1,) opinion and my desire to acquaint

them with the situation as it truly exists.

The situation bec~e problematical for me when I~as acquainted ~ith 8

statement made by Planck. Having already been sentenced to death, he had

made the statement that I was against !ii tler' s elimination butthat I had know­

ledge of all comversetions carried on between 1939 and 1942 for the purpose of

bringing ebout hitler's eli~inati6n. Now there was nothing else left for me
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for me to do than to hold against these accusations my record of personalefficiency and my reliability for a m li tary and poli tical point of view

in the course of 36 years of service. I also declared that - if vster and

Dohnanyi really admitted that they had eng~ged in high treason - all that
was left for me to do was to refer to my religious conviction which would

not p ermi t of my breaking my oath of allegiance. I hoped that such a state-
ment would not only relieve llelder and me but that it would likewise prevent the
Gestapo from taking action against my ide and the children.

But this attempt to relieve the accusation against me failed. Toward

the mid~e of December Huppenkothen revealed to me that the investigation

xmwntmxm~ in my behalf had been concluded and that I was accused of aspira-

tions leading to conspiracy, pa.rticularlJ' so because, at lee-at until the end
of 1942, I was aware of preparations being made by the group beck-Oster-

Olbricht for an over-throw. 'I'hat, of course, calls for the death sentence.
Huppenkothen also added that the ilJain Reich Securi ty Uffice had no influenceformulation
on the/~~~of the indictment through the Attorney General of the Reich

(Oberster Re chsamwalt) so that a po~sibility also existed of my beding accused
of other crimes, f.i. inciting OKh to revolt against the nichest Commanders
against which accusations I migbt have to defend myself. huppenkothen elso re­inasmuch as
vealed to me that/Hitler himself had ordered the investigation - the documents
pertaining to indictment in the beginning would not be submitted to the People's
Court but would be sent to Hitler by way ot! HimmlEir and that hitler 'dould decide
in regard to the type of judicial procedure to be adopted in my case. In that
manner some more time was gained for me.

In these days my entire planning was devoted to my family. The ideabrave
that my/Wife who was seriously ill, and my children and relatives through
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proclamation of a death sentence against me not only would lose their Bupport

but even their last possessions and that the grief thus caused to my dear wife

would cause her death, was unbearable to me. For a time I felt my heart affected

and close to a nervous break-dovm. Fortunately I received news about happenings

at the front at about that time and from then on I could not ban the idea from

my mind that my enerr!ies might be able to free me. I now decided to pursue a

new tactic in m,tWefWIXB pleading my case. I vITOte to Rimmer and ppinted

out tr~t developments of the war exactly confinned my predictions. That I

was the only person in OKW who through c~ear recognition of facts and through
hoving pointed them out openly in their danger,
tmYIiJ1Q!lrll:r:m~mxmbnm:r:xI11mgmQJEIllX had rendered a real servi ce

and that, consequently, I am not guilty of high-treason but a man who gave the

best he has for the German people and for the fatherland. I thus asked to be
commander's

set free from my detention and to be give~a assignment at the front, to

enable me thus to serve my fatherland also in a time of extreme end ultimate

emergency. In stating this my only thought, of course, VfiS to get out of

the Gesta~o's grip and to escape to Switzerland in order to continue from

there my fight s.gainst the government of mlqDdoc scoundrils.

At that time there were three factors wbich upheld me:

1) The faith that festiny would at least pennit the survival of one

man who was in a position to give a clear picture of developments and

who could stand up as tbe accuser of this corrupt system.

2) The will to hold to life to pennit my protecting- my wife, dear above

everything else, and my eood children; and, finally

3) My faith as a Christian end quite particularly ~he quotation given

me on the day of my confinnotion" Fight the good fight of faith; take
( thou also)last)

hold of eternal life for the sake of which you too have confessed

yourself as a witness before many witnesses."
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As of the end of December no more interrogations took place. All my

attempts to bring about a clarification of my case was left without reply.

Wr1 tten inClu1ries sent to Huppenkotten found no ans,:er at alL In reply

to questions addressed to subordinates the reply was always the same: Just wait,

the Fuehrer will decide whether you will have to appear before the People's

Court or whether judgment will be passed in some other manner.

My sojour $ Prinz-Albrecht Strasse

I was kept there in si~le detention in ~ cell in the basement. The bed

he.d to be folded back during the day; only in the middle of the day, beh'een

12:30 and 1:30 p.m. was it permitted ~o use it. the other equipment comprised

a cha1r and a small table. Neither a wardrobe nor any other convenience to

place things was available. SUitcase, reading material, medical items,etc.

all had been taken away from me. Noon-time meal was according to what pre-

vailing conditions would pennit, bearable although insufficient in q,uanti tYi in

the morning and at night I was given a small pot of coffee and 2 slices of bread

with margarine or jam, hardly scraped on the bread. It is only thanks to the

packages sent to me by my good wife and which were turned over to me at the

mess that I was able to hold througj.. Huppenkothen's treatment was blameless

until about the middle of December, from then on he treated me as if I did not

eXist. Subordinates to whom special surveillance of political inmates was

entfrsted, varied. Some of them were very correct and uttered remarks of

anger about the system. Others were saddistic creatures in the truest sense,

torturers of humanity. Small things 1m particular served as reason for

worst chicanery. l'h Jeir first concern was to treat us with indignence. All

those who had been sentenced to death were hand-cuffed night and day, likewise

some or the inmates whose hearing were still in ~ process. The hand-cuffed me

at night only when, as a result of an air attack, fire had broken out in the
building. During air attacks the "interestinD' i "

-e pr soners were taken to the
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bunker: others with cuffs on hands and feet, were locked up in the cells;

others, again, were locked up in the large cellar. An ~r.n hour spent in the
"open air" did not exist for the Gestapo; torture alone was on their dail~ pro­
gram. Planck too was tortured to enforce from him a statement e.bout me. ~e­

peatedly Dr. von Schlaberndorf, an attorney, was returned to the cell KIIlDm1nn 'dl1l\'

in an unconscious condition. Deprivation of doos and similar punishments

were repeatedly applied. During those months I lacked sleep almost entirely:
tfxiiX at the utmost I slept 1 to 2 hours a day.

As regards persons known, detention with me was shared by: Dr.Sxhacht,

Minister Popitz, Dr.Goerdeler, Col. General Halder, Col.Gen. Bromm, Secretary
of State Planck, Ambassadol' von der Schulenburg, Admiral Canaris, General
Oster, Gauleiter Wagner, Ministerial Director Sack, Herbert Goering, Dr. Loeser,
Dr.Josef-Mueller~1unich,Dr. Struenk, Dr. v. Schlaberndorf, General Lindemann's
son and numerous others, there being a constant change among those present.
Early in December Schacht was .. iat'•. removed to a different camp; likewise

Gaule1 ter Wagner; middle ot January Planck was removed to Tegel, to awa1 t there
the outcome of bis petition :flU. Goerdelel' and Popi tz were sent for February 2
whether they were to-be tBxK executed, I do not know.

I spoke to Fromm 6 February 1945: he was the only optimistic element among
us and he believed that he would be set free very shortly. At the end of February
ke was shot kE for reason of cowardice, the people's court haVing sentenced him

to xa death through strangulation.

February 3 was ·the day of the great air attack which s~~IX severely damaged
the Gestapo building. A heavy and direct bit was made on our "bunker": it with­
ste.od: until Februa~y 7 we were witout light, water, window and heat in our

damaged cells end suffered dreadfUlly from the cold.
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At 5 o'clock in the afternoon of February 7 I was told that I would be

"moved". One never knew whether the.t meant murder or local removal. Under

extremely heavy guard Halder, Canaris, Oster, Struenk, Sack, and I were loaded

into a bus: Schacht and the Schuschnigg couple ~rere added from other camps and

atter a trip of 14 hours duration we were taken to concentration camo Flosse~

buerg in the Bavarian forests, Clast of ~eiden. What I felt when that morning
we were taken through Grunewal«, passing so closely my apartment, only those
'imwmwoummnpudwnJ1DKpsmrt;m-rt

can understand who are somewhat familiar with the relations between me and

my wife and children. The tr 12 by automobile, trom Berlin to Nuernberg, also

brought to my recollection beautiful hours passed with my dear ones.

My sojou~n in Flossenbuer~

The first impression was awful. After having passed the numerous electric-

aaly charged and other type of barbed-wire fences, Schacht said to me ~n a low

voice: Nobody gets out of here alive. Quarters and food were better than at

Albrechtstrasse. The oppressive feature here was that a person was being kept

completely isolated and that one was not permitted to see or speak to anybody else.

Thanks be to God that not until later did I learn was was going on in our camp

while we were present. It was a cmnp for annihilation purposes of the worst

kind; a number of men and women,~ after having devested themselves of all

olothes, were shot or hanged uamediately before our cells, and the corpses

were carried past our eyes for cremation. Their morning jo completed, these

murderers, who at the same time acted as our wards, sat down and enjoyed their

morning coffee. There were some among them, nowever, who suffered very much

under these awfUl conditions but who were too weak to offer opposition to this

activity of murdering. After haVing been Aept there for about 14 days, it was

agreed to permit us daily 20-30 minutes outdoors, in the 6resh air, in the yard
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where executions bad taken place. While in Berlin a 'newspaper was made avail- . ~

able to us from time to time, no news of any kind reached us in Flossenburg;

mail service too was for the present completely broken down. ~he entire situa-

tion still worsened considerably when Sturmbannfuehrer Stawitzki, of 3D Berlin,

made his appearence, taking charge of us. He revealed to me that I had been

discha rged from the Army without being granted permission to wear the uniform.
repeatedly

He/slapped several other inmates during interrogations in the face; in regard

to Canaris particularly the worst metho .s were used to put him in irons. I was

able to obtain news fram the front by bribing the hair dress·er n::t:JL who like­

wise was an inmate wi th cigarettes. Also during those days I received two let-

·ters from my wife which gave me the certainty that the entire structure of the

3rd Reich as about to crumble. From then on the only thing I lived for was

preparing for escape.

I was no longer subjected to questioning; only once I had to face Halder
Gogala,

and Oster because of a statement ma.de. A~l'il 8, in the afternoon, the prison

director of Prinz-Albrechtstrassee,~ arrived as a surprise and he

told me that once again he would like to undertake a trip with me. Soon there-

after the manager ~f the Flo .senbuerg Detention Institution, Oberscharfuehrer

Hauboldt, came to announce that now I would be taken into more congenial sur-
a.ro.

roundings. At 4:00/~., April 9, 1945, Schacht, halder, Col. von Bonin

(the nephew of my friend Bulow, former chief of Division for Operations in

OKE) , the family Schuschnigg and I were loaded into a prisoners' truck which

had no windows (called the green Minna) and without information of any kind

were rooved away. During a brief hal~ we could determine that we were in

the section of Passau. In a Village near Passau v.e picked up kx~ Genere.1.

von Fa.lkenhausen, the British Lt.Col. Best and 1tlUltllG!tt '~olotow' s nephew and,

under strong escort of American bomber formations, departed in the direction of

Munich. At 7:00 p.m. we arrived at concentration camp Dachau and there had to

wait for 3 hours until they had the kindness to admit us.
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According to a statement !!lade by Prince Philipp of hesse and Dr.Joseph

Mueller. who also were imprisoned in Flossenbuerg, Canaris, Jster, Struenk

and a lady ( presumably one of the secretarios of these gentlemen) were banged

in the most cruel fashion one bour after our departure from Flossbuerg. I

assume that in the case of these people, their immediate participation in the
decuments

plot could be established while the ~xxw7concerning halder and me still were

on Hitler's desk and that he in view of the volume ~ and fluidity ot- events in

those days had not had t1me to make a decision. It seens that this happy

ci~umstance saved us. The order offered at a later date,to the effect
tha~ was not to be permitted to fall into the enemy's hands but must be killed

".liL, t xi OULV ill' 't.uilDli:nrlunmMmmpwtooblJDrmmrixiDBIff!!UVIJDpmUi'J1q

before, was evidently an order of Himmler wbo is said to have issued once more

orders on April 17, 1945, to sboot all political prisoners if the danger should

arise that they could be freed by the enemy.

My sojourn in Dachau

Compared with the other camps, our s I.b.y in Dacbau was heaven. We were

accomodated in individual cells located in the socalled special structure of

the camp. The cells had normal windows and we were permitted to walk in the day
wired-in

time inside of a small/yard. \QncWJ'DlBll1ljbmxpwrmmirtrbJPlxrb'l The memb(:rs of' our

group were also permitted to talk to eachother and to call on eacbother.

We learned they gradually all p~nent personalities were being assenbled

at camp Dachau and were under the impre~sion that if need arises we were to

serve as hostages which Gestapo would use in exchange against captured Gestapo
I

leaders. ~kKx In the measure as the enemy's front approached, restless among

the guards increased, in the same measure also increased politeness among some

ot the guards. The Wehrmaoht report which we could hear were the great event

of every day and according to it our plans were fashioned which \~uld per.mit

us to adapt ourselves to -~he general 51tue.tion. There were constant rumours

that they would carry us off to the Alps or to the vicinity of Salzburg.
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Komradeship
A magnificent/xmimttrm:rirrqrxmj1lmt!'JJmxspl1m,.t~ was founded here and Mrs.

upSchuschnigg in particular never tired in her endeavor to cheer/us worn-out

prisoners, through coffee or tee or fried potatoes. Several days later we
chanced to see Niemoeller who also proved to be an excellent comrade. In the
meantLme the following personalities also reached Dachau: Mr.and Mrs.Thyssen;
Count Plettenberg and daughter: Mrs. and Miss von haramerstein, Mrs. Lindemann,
Amhassador Heberlein and wife; a family by the name of Kaiser; iss von Gise-
vius, Prelate Neuhausler from Munich; Prince Friedrich Leopold of Prussia;

Prince Philipp of Hesse; Prince Bourbon, the French Minister Blum and wife; m
emb.:tmpnJiro-qxmmJlJllDUWUDlJ!lltmlarbDrsx all manbers of the Hungarian Kalnay govern-
ment; Herty's son; Badoglio's son; the Minister of Economics for Slowavkia;

Schmidt,
the Bishop of Clennont-Ferrand, lex Chief Mayor of Vienna; the entire leader-.
ship of the Greek army and numerous officers from Great Britain, France; alto-
gether 23 nations. April 24 we were told that it was .not to be pennitted to

have us fall into American hands and that,consequently, we would be removed

into the Alps.

Delivery

L a.m., April 24 we were loaded into busses and trucks and were driven
i~ in direction of tnnsbruck d~ring the night. One gathered the impression
that the Secret State Police was without leadership. First sy.nptoms of the
disintegration process became apparent. Inas,uch as we had no weapons atTXIJ

while our escorts were heavily supplied with weapons, we had to relegate into
the background any though of delivery by force, for the time being. Yet, even

in the personnel charged with our safety a split was noticeable; the decent
elements weant out of their way to be pleasant to us; the bad elements, as a
result of their uncertainty bec~~e more and more radical. After haVing being
quarterd for 2 days under ignoble conditions in a transit camp near Innsbruck,
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we once more were XmatBixXBXj.mk,)wxr;x set in motion, lete on the 27th, our

destination was to be Pustertal. After being stalled::at the Brenner for several

hours, we reached the village Niederdord near Toblach in the forenoon of the 28

and were to find that quarters which had been planned for us were occupied by the

Luftwaffe. Our guards increased in insecurity; our courage grew. Bonin and I

were able to find out that piKllDlXxrrkll\U Ge eral. V ietinghoff' s headquarters

should be in our proximi ty, and we decided "the .mo..llent had now come to venture

the step which was to bring UB into safety. BOnin succeeded in ge"tting secret-

ly a telophone call through to General Roe"~tiger, the Chief of the army squad

and to ac~uaint him with my reque~t to free us.

At the same time we pushed our wards aside and went to the Village to try

and find some sort of food. I was just about to enter the village when all of

a sudden I see General Hoepfner, my friend, before mej he throws his arms around

my neck. This was the signal for all the foreign prisoners that from now on

th~ Gestapo's power to issue orders ceased to be and" that contact had been

established for us with the wehr.macht. The gestapo leaders really withdrew and

seemed completely out of their wits.

in Niederbof was without any event.

The nisht which we spent at mass quarters
Gennan "

The following morning a company under command

of Captain von Alvensleven arrived and declared we are now under the guardian­
thereafter

ship of the Wehrmacht. Sbortly/alrrunti» Italian Partisans also arrived and

ottered us their protection. The Gestapo leaders were arrested and after their

arrest they declared it had been their order to shoot 5 01' us (I among them) under
"the 29th was

all conditions and that KKtthe date set~or it. It was thanks to the appearance

of the German Company only that this murder was prevented. General Hoepfner and

his statt drove in direction af"the Gr. Glockner, his intention being to reach

Salzburg Vicini tyj I do not know where he was "taken prisoner. ()ur entire group

01' 160 persons were now taken to the magnificently located notel ~ Pragser ~ild-

see where, tor the first time, we were restituted to life, where we slept in good
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,beds, where the food was excellent and where we were to await the arrival

cbf the Americans. May?, Xiii; 1945 one of my old officers, Col. Holledt made

his appearance who had heard of my ventures, who had searched for me 2 days and who

now came with all kinds of gifts in his hands in order to please me. May 5,1945,
of General Gerow

the first American troops/appeared, «ell,t.ixXx gave us our freedom and said we

now are under their protection.

I still should supplement that in those decisive days the population in

Tyrol behaved toward us XI magnificently and especially 'the former Bundes Chancelor
and honored

Schuschnigg was greeted/by the population as sort of a Saint. General von

Roettiger end Captain von Slvensleben likewise did everything to help us. Under
Lt.

the lead of the Britih/Col. Best, we created a committee which was to have the

task of gathering the wishes of all the different nations and to be in charge

of all negotiations with our Americ n liberators. Those days of tension in that

magnificent nature will xBmItx stand out in my memory for ever; but of course,

atft!mtmUDlJIllDlDlX just one thought dominated in all of us: the worry about

our dear ones back home.
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In American HeDda

The treatment by the American troops on the Pragser Lake WaS excellent.

We were treated as comrades; everything was done to better our terrible

fate. On May 7, 1945 General Gero"r appeared and told us trl8.t he could not

release us iwnediately since there were no trans~ortation possibilities to

Germany. We would first be taken to headquarters in Naples where we could be

released. This news was a great disappointment for us since everyone had but

one desire, i.e. to go home in order to be with our dear ones. On ~~y 8, 1945

we drove to Verona, via Cortina d 1Ampezzo. We arrived late at night, aftera

14 hour trip. We were billetted and' fed at the hotel.

Thenext morni!1g we flew to IlJ"aples via Florence and Rome. "'e arrived at

1 p.~. During the night I follO\'led in my thoughts the route taken by my son

the year b~fore. After our arrival in Naples the greateGt disappointment of

the last di:ficult months began. We had,hoped to be welcomed by our Americ&n

liberators as IIfriends ll 6.nd limen of action ll , but had to rea] i:e that after

our 'liberation by General Gerow we w~re a~ain taken prisoner.

The various nationalities were separated on the N8ples airport. The

Germans and Hungarians "!e"e billeted in the very mediocre hotAl t1TermiUi.1 s ll •

Then, on Me~ la, 1945 we were taken to the is]e of Capri on an English tender,

and there to the beautifully situated Hotel Paradiso. On ~·~ay 13, 1945 we had

another dis&ppointment - after several short interrotations, Schacht, Halder,

the Prince of Hessen, FaL~enr~usen, liedig, Enbelke, v. P~t€rsdorf and I

were taken away in an American motor launch in order to have it deterffiined

whether or not we were war criminals. I was especially hP.rd hit by this

development since I had led the fight against Hitler since 1933 and had risked

my life in order to liquidate hiI:l. We ...rere first taken to a small En6lish

camp near Caserta where we were treated very d.ecently. The next day ...re



,.

t'

-29-

,",O're taken to a large American P\l[ camp, No. 326, near Nap]es, and at first

treated as criminaJs. Al' our luggage, including toilet articles, was taken

froT:! us, and ''1e "'ere loc~{ed up ,'ith captured gel'l.erals and their orderlies in a

ral"'!':hackle barrack.

The food Hasbad, the trea.tment and lodging undie,nified in every respect.

Aft~r XE.JD:I'!)>>xXXX n'JlnerOUS com.:.)la~nts and after a visit by the S''1iss, Burkard, of

the Red Cross, '·'e fi nally had our luggage returned to u~. Everything had been

opened b force, and all our valuAbles had been taken out. I lost my last

underwear which WeS all I had left after my apartment had reen destroyed.

The following generals 'v.'ere i.n t he camp ',";' th me: Air Corps General Ritter v.

Pohl, General Schlemmer, Heidrich, the ~ajQr C~n~rals Ley~~sJ Swade, v. Ilsemann,.

Wehrich. !.1y ir:1pre.ssion of the mental and moral standards of these genArals

was horribl~. These fonr ~e~ks behind barbed wire, under NeGro guards, ~ras a

bitter pe~i0d for me. Sctacht, Halder and Fal~enhau~en also suffered a great

deal. On June 10, 1945 we took the Lord's Supp~r. On June 13, 1945 Schacht,

the Prince of Hl?sson al'l.d I i'!ere taken to the atrport at Naple~ and put aboard

a plane, together ,.rith Hr. a..."ld !-~:"'s. Thyssen. i;1:o '.rere not told ':'hor"l ':fe ;.rere

going. \'ie then fle via Ostia, Slba, Corsica, Tou.lon, ~~p.rsei.1le - to Lyon

,.'ho!'e a thunderst.orm broke out. I thou.ght ' ....e "rere et')xj ng to I.ondon. Suddenly

"re saw Paris under us and came dam on the Orly airfield.

''''e ",'?re taken to the s!Tlal~. castle of Le Grand Chesn~ near Versailles.

Here "'e m",t our comradps fro"!1 Ce.pri. Spper and his staff "rere also the!'e.

l.~r. Saur 'A,'anted to ta,l'r: a me but I oponl~r expressed my contempt for him and
ter

.1r. Speer. I a1.<;o sa", tltr./:'ler and Dr. Buetefis~h of the I.G. Farben. On June 16,

lSl45 I "rac; taken to the airport 'ith Niemoplle r , Puender, Count St'aufenberg,

Count Plettenberg and. Heberlein. Schacht, the Prince of He~sen and Thyssen

t: 1 some~here ~lse in a car. Sinc~ then I have not se~n Schacht. On the" ~T'e ,e.~en

airfield I IDpt roore of my comrfl.0.es (Boni~ had errived i.n the meantimE') and



-30-.

at noon we were IJut aboard three planes and fl6~" tO~.'ll'lrd thF. fathe'Y'] Fl.nd.

W"hen we l;l.rr:l ved. at Fr~n}·.fU!·t, \'I'e 1·rere creeted by the ne\'! :::ayor as fi.:;hters

against the Bitler regime. Another surprise - P~lder, ~alkenhausen, Liedib,

]oni.:l, Engelke and. I ':!ere ta''''en to the '\'JiesoG.d.en prison ::md locked up in G. cell

full of bedbugs. My nerves could takethis no lrmger. I reported sick. ~n A.r:l<;rican

capto.in a:ppeared, and o.t 8 p.m. told us that a mistal-::ehad bee!l ~ade. He to()~:( us

to t~e hQuse of the ophtbalmologist D~. Pagen~t~cher in Wiesbaden. n~r2 I Gst

Lt. Col. Zinner-ann and Dr. Flick. I refused to greet Field M~rshal Rundstedt

who was also present since I consider the men wh~ werRmemoers Qf the Court of

JuJy 20, 1944 and. had served Hitler as long asv. Rundstedt, as \'lb.r criminc.ls.

After my arrival in the hOUSe of Psgenstecher I wastreated very well by

the Americans. On June 23~ 1945 I wastaken to the former officers l recre~tion

home in Falkenstein/Taunus in order to recover frnrn the :lsrve inflammati ')n

which I had contractec in Dachau. I was treated extremely ~ell. My o~e worry

now is that about my wifa and children.

I '1{ouJd like her.e to give the ans\'!er to a question "rhich \'!as put to me

repeatedly by British and AmArican interrogators. The question was: II If ~rQU

rejected Hitler so much, \<J~r then d.id y()U n"t leave Germany?II I "':ould. like to

wa.ke the following definite statement:

Just as any American or Englishman is pro~d of ris ~eorle, his cQuntry and

history, so am I proud of Germany, of our culture, our history, &nd ~nr,~ledge

and our virtUES. I have been an officer since my aar'y youth and r~d served

my country and my people faithft1.J_l~·, "'ti1~.inc to sacrifi.ce my life. I did. this

as long as my conscience could j~stify it. I had had at various tines the

opportunity to leave Germany when the dangers of Hitler's policy bec~ne

apparent. I did nnt take advantaee of these opportunities since I consider it

di·shonorable for an officer and father of a family to expose his family and

relatives to the blackmailing methods of Hitler's policies in order to save
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himself. It vTould have been considerably easier to fol10~ all these develop­

ments fran outside ,~e bordersof Germany, without undertaking anything positive

th~~ to fight against this system as a man - with the aim of saving the German

DeofJ.e from the worst and of overthrowing this cri~ina1 Gov~rnment. Consciously

I stayed in my office in order to be well inforrnp-d concerning the development

of Hitler's f1ans. Lil(s almost noone p-1se, I have, together with the bravemen

of July 20, 1944, given al~ my strength, my b10wledge, my ~ork and my life in

order to overthrww this system.I risked not only my own life, but also that of

my family in order to serv2 the German people and the fatherland. My wife

has bravely supported me since 1933 in this fieht. Only a person who knew our

family life wil~ be able to prop~rly judge what they have suffered - my son as

a xxi lieutenant and my daughter as a nurse - in not being able openly to

reject the system and to stand up for me. I shall never forget this brave

atti~ud~ on the part of my family.

i~T!ife and I had deliberately educated our children to hate this regime.

We believed that this regime could not survive, and we~ranted to have our

children ero~ up in the same virtues as we had ourselves. My house has done

its duty in the fight for Germany's honor and integrity, and certainly has

given a better example in the struggle against Hitler ~ndhis criminal

methods than the men and women who left Germany in time and without being

forced to do so, and there waited, without any peril, for the tragedy to

overcome the German people.

If the ~orld then riGhtly calls for the punishment of the war criminals,

it should p~nish those men and ~Tomen who se~red this criminal system either

out of convicti~n. lust of rower, or selfish interests, or those who in full

awareness of the dangers and misdeeds of the system continaad to follow

Hitler an~ ,~ere n0t ready to overthrow this criminal and infamous regime.

I believe that I have done my duty to the~rman fatherlandt over the past
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twelve years, and I also belip.ve that I have done my share in the attempt

to prevent this terrible war and to liberate Germany and Europe from the

terror rule of thth "criminal with genil.ls ll •

Georg Thor!as


