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Rapon I Pl•• for Peace after the ArmiaUce with hance.

Atter the 'rench and the Qe1'JllU1 had concluded an 'armiiU,.
on 22 June 1940, the immediate future ot Gel'lllJ.D-hench ralations walot;
mount importance. Prevailing opinlDn supported a plan to follow the armia't
with quiok peace. w1th the prov1a1on that the Germans' reJDe.in in control ot,
noJ"th...lrn and weatern J'n.ncs lZUl the co~luaion of the war nth ltnglan4. I,

but embody1ng otharwlse such lenient condi tiona that the riclae ot Marshall '
Petain would be oertain to und.erwrite the treatl'. The culmination of luch a '
plan could bave tar-reaching effect. upon the gene~ political 11tuat1on in
:Europa, and pD.ve tho v&:3 to In41Dg the war with the other Dation; on the
oont inent as ,.el1.

Adolf Hitler did in fact at fir~t, consider this line ot po1icl. At &n1 rat••
Ribbe11trop allowed dlrectlona to be lent to Berlin from hi. tield headquansrt
in tM ArdeJmel that prel1min.&17 work for .. peaoe treatl' with Jranee wa. to
be begun in the 10re1p Office illUlleeUatel1'. and that \he opinion ot all the
other ~rman .tate m1nistr1ea was to be oon.ulted on such a peace treat1 ...
quiok1¥ as posaible. Thil liOrk was begun. but it 1I00n became evident that
Bitler lias persona117 undecided as to the ehaJoact!r whioh the treat7 with
lranee was to have, no more preolle direotlv•• followed. and the matter wa.
alloyed. to di. a natural death. ~ chance to exploit a t ~otabl. politt­
cal 8ituation was torfeited.

The ohief cause underlying thi. inc1ecilion wal probabl1' Bitl.r'l dea11'1 to 1.­
pe.. ter.. which would render tbe J'renoh naUon aUl tartly ilDpotent and depen­
dent poll tio&111 Upon GermaDT in the event or an ear17 favofableend of tbe
V81'. In any oaGe. the Viob1' governDl8nt could be expeoted to sip e. tr at7
which provided for 01117 the retum of Alla.ce and. Lorraine to Q.!r~. and
lett france in pealeasion of the re inder ot it, territory and of 1t, 0010n1al
empire. Such a lolution. howeY8r would haTe be~n .trongl~ opposed b7 thl
Italian covernment whoae thirst tor Oordca and Tunisia. reprdlese ot Oe~
manJ' 8 podtlon. had bun vhethel b7 the nddenn.8s ot the J'rench collapl •
In RoM. accord1~ to thl announoeJMnt. of Count Cian•• thne vas desire
to extend the boundariea ot Tuuil1a. 10 U to 1nclude part of the Department
ot Oonstantine on the west and. tha entire eashrn part ot the Sahara to Ian
Chad Oil the south. An acree_nt vas reached betw.en R1b'bentrop and Ciano 1n
1940 whioh proYided tor an eAst-w••' line runn1nc throuch ,he northn'lloet
point ot Lake Ob&d &8 the future boun4ar1 ot the colonial Iphares ot int.ntt
of Italy and Gel'1llan7. n. Ge1"lll&ll colonial alpirationa in Africa .....hich Bib-
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JJftiOl J'Unher.4. al'houch Bl'l.r prot....d no 8p,01al inhr••t in th••, were
allepcllT to b. lat1ltl.d louth at thil lln., pr.luaaltlT o••t.riDe in the
00.0.

Dur1DC the lUIl.r ot 1940, vu10u quarhrl ln GermallT work.d OU' prop••al. tor
th. nut.raiu.'lon ot the border 'betw••a Gel'llA:q and hue.. .0.. ot wh6th
".re rather .xtravac&D.t. Oa. at ,he .0" thoro\1Cb-aoiDC val a prop••al oa),

liDC tor the 'raut.r at JuJ'pnq to QeraaDT (to the Lazacn. - Jo.anooa llno,
or .v•• to D1Jon). ln order to proTide .pao. tor the ..Ul••••t at Qeraa.
who yore to 'be r.patriated tro. the .outh !lrol at .0•• i.tv. date accord.111C
to tho tora. at _ .arl18r tr.at7 vlth the Itallan BOv.rJlMnt. Other plan•
• 'art.d "Uh the prom.e that Be1B1ua, or at l.a.t the ar.a at Li.CO and tho
aorth.rn pan at Belliua iDhabU.d b7 n ••i!JC8••hould be ann.x.d b7 Gol'lll&DT
in preparation tor an .xt.nllon at Qerau. oontrol to the Ohaml.l oOaat at
Calal. aa4 Ioulo&ll'. Bitl.r -cr••d to non. at the•• plan., but ro.el'Ted tor
hi...lf all th. de01don. tor the tutur.. B. pr.lorlb.d onlT tbat tlut 41"r10'
ot lapea and Mal..q whioh had 'b.en ••ded '0 Jole1ua i. 1920, va. -ea1n to b.
laoorporatod lnto 7GorMllT. In a4d1Uon. lu••burg ud tho proTinc•• ot Al.ace
and wna1no. acoor41JJC to tho bOWldar18. ot 1871 weI" to b. de tacto it not de
Juze Geraan territor,r. !be treach '1.~ covern.ent prot••t.d ••veral tl...
-eala.t the ..altrol whioh weI'. ,Ub••quent17 tak.n, 'but tiaal17 redped 1,••lt
t. the tutlli'7 at 1tl pOlltl0••

!h. abO'f'...nt10n.d outliu ot a treat, with lrano. which uver pa...d the pro­
li.lul7 .t.. va. the onl, ottioial Gol'lWl pollo, tol'llUlat.d in that dlreotioa.
at &D7 ti.. duriDC Uw war. !he lozac.r the war lasted. and th. greater th.
proportion. whloh U all••d, tho aoro pronounc.cU7 41d BU1.r avoid 1I&k1nc
&lIT .ort ot co_Utant for the tutur., .v.n lt U aaount.d onlT to the drawiDe
up ot plant, r ••,rv1nc eV fll !7thiDC tor hi. perlonal de01l10n at a later tl...
B. 41rect.d that n. offlclal plant 'be mad., pro'bab17 ln t.ar tbat nowl'de'
ot tb••• plan. could provoke lDD.uaerabl. dltticultl•• b.tween Qe~ and her
alll••, or &aone tho al11l. the.,.lv... Hitler .nc••a1d tbat whea .vent.
were tavoabl. he would annOWlCe hi, deoldon buucU.a'lly and that he r.quir.d
ao ottl01al pr.paration, b.torehaad. .. held ~o ~hi. polnt ot view later,
whon hil alll•• pre•••d bl. -caln and Alain tor .oro pr.cl,. ,\ate-.nt. aboat
the now hJ'op. for "hiob ho wa. plann1DC!' b Italian coveJ'Dllen~ ln pa.rUClIP­
lar b.li.v.d 01ar1tlcaUoa "al uo...al7, and Laval too, pre...d tor coJlJD1t'­
••nt.. .on.thol•••• no annoUDO...nt. "er. aade.

~ tho war proCr••••d. bow.v.r Bitler'. p.ac. obJ.otlve. a.luaed an a8peo~
ot clant7 which reveal.d hi, pr.d1ieoUolL tor the oonoopt of a 'Gr.at -Gorun
Stat.' whiob wa. to coaprl •• an area nortb ot tho Alpl. inolwUDC Gol'll&.ZO",
~he .e'b.rlandl. 'ho .341.. territorl.. ot nander. and Brabant, Luz••burg,
and pOlliblT in a tora of ...l-dopendeILOT J)enaark and .Orw&T. Bitler r.u1lL.d
avert. '0 the vi,ho. ot QuilllDC tor a tr••t7 b.tw.en Gel''''''' and .0NAT, &D7
.uob treat7 would oertalDl7 bave lapll.d r,oocn!t1oA ot u'lolL&1 1ndep.ndenoe at
.0rw&Tt and Bitl.r ooahaplat.d a .ore .ubordinah r.latlon,hip on .orwqt, part.
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AI for .altern lurop., the 1arget' ponion ot Po1&1l4 bad been Join.d to
h~ in 1939 al the "General couyeJ'llMnt'. farther to the .ut. larp.
'en1to~181 tormer17 beloDCinc to ju.u1&. and .•xtllld1q al tar &I 'he .~~~k

lea "'re to be &Jm.xed br hrJraDT, aUl,r ,p1azudac tbat thelr relaUonl!llpt
to GeJ'laDl' "ould be the .....1 that ot lndl. ,to ,tbe Jrltllh ..O~ .. ~
outlin.d tbe atat,. "hich th'I' t.rritorl•• Yere .to ba.... under Gel"'MA ,.....
....re1cntr 11l Kein Xallpt t".ntr, ra .arll.r. !ovard the ,Ind ot .the war,
tol1ovlDC ltal,·. aoft lnto the cup ot the .UIq, IUler p'" the 1I1pr...·
don that he ."ant,d to 01a1A .outh flrol.. and th. ooal.'al rec10n.t fr18". tor
GermaDT ill the tutur.. the 10le Itt.ot ot 'hil aUUu4e ft. to w.ak.1i eOAd­
4.rab17 the t01U14atlon of JluI.olW'. 'republican :rucl.t co,..ru.~'~1 (V\1l.J'­
aore. the pro.p.ot .....4 alaolt rl41C1l1oUl at .tbat lat. Itace ot 'h. war•. "ball
tbe pOll1bl1U, ot a CJel'll&1L 1'10to1'7 ,bad TUl.~d. ~ pHT10ua Qoaoept ot·.a '., '
partnerahlp cOllpo••d ot ~he aortb--.repeaa 'Gre.t "ran St..t." and. tu ,"U~ .
t.r~.aa ~Na ,doalnated 'b7 '&1011\ Ita1T, .hceded craduall1 into ,~he 'back-­
grounda &I tbe .p.lltlcal aiu1 ail1\arr. wakD..... ot tbe lalold It.t. beo...
•,.lde , ia the world.
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