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Berma Plunmmer

To General Domovan Nurnbderg

I beg your permissien te describe to you the whole complex of the powerful
events which have taken place in Germany during the last twelve years. I have
seen everything that has happened and have been able frequently to observe
everything on the bdasis of my efficial pesition,

As far as the personalities are comncerned, the eventes will now be.judged
by the International Military Tribunal. The question whether this court has
§r has not rightful jurisdictien, is completel& unimportant. These events
have shaken the world to such ar extent that the world is entitled to mm call
the guilty to account. I am convinced that teday a German court would arrive
at no other decision than the Imternational Military Tribunal. I myself am
perfectly willing te subal myself to the sentence of the International Military
Tridunal. It will judge according to the basic and legal principles which guide
all decent people.

That I mysalf am ene of the defendants 1is merely due to the fact that the
Qorld is imcoempletely informed coneerning the role which 1 have played during the
last twelve years, As no other pern&n. xxwxkgt ] have the right te appear as a
proesecutor in this trial, noet as a defendant, I have léd a decent and fair
struggle, often at the risk of my life, I am able to accuse, since I am guilty
of no criminal or immoral deed. In thebeginning I have erred since just like
aany other men within and without Germany I have been cheated and lied to; as
soon as [ realized what the true situation was I did everythimg in my power
to prevent 8 disaster, and have done everything in order to remove the criminals
from power.

1 have deeply suffered from the mistakes and injustices of the Treaty of
Vereailles, but I had alwaye hoped that these mistakes might be gradually
rectified by peaceful negetiations. I had always relinquished all claims on
Alsace-Lorraine, I had hoped that the problem of the Polish corridor would
be settled by agreement. I have always made the incorporation of Austria into
Germany dependent on the wishes of the Austrian population. I have theréfere
deeply regretted it that the Allied Nations did not authorize a custome union

between Austria and Germany in 1932, I would have preferred a eustoms unien

between Germany and the Sudeten Land, which should have included all ef Czecho-
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slovakia, I considered internatlonal disarmaments one of the mest important
things for the preservation of peace, )

The completsly negative attitude of the Alliss towardd Germany brought
success to the Hitler Movement. I had mothing to de with this movement since
I confined my activities to my economic and financiasl tasks, In January and
February 1941 I urged Chanceller Bruening to ask the National Socialiste to
enter the governwent so that they would have positive tasks which might absord
the demagogic elements of the mevement, Bruening could not be pesrduaded to de
.this. When in 1932 the National Socialists had 230 Reichstag deputies I saﬁ
no other way but to give him, as leader of the large;t party in the Reichstag,
the chance to carry ocut his promises. One should not forget that there were
at that time 6,000,000 unemployed, and the Communist movement was rising in-
cessantly, ‘In 1923 I had already faced the same situation which I had helped
to solve by the stabilization of the German currency, The danger now was &
similar one and my democratic attitude made me give Hitler & chance. I have
never agitated for him and I never bacame & membar of the party (ses page 13).

Since I knew how importaﬁt a heddthy currency 1s in an econemic rehabili~
tation, I reaccepted my former pesition as president ef the Reichebank. I am
being accused of having financed German rearwament, I did this because I com-
sidered rearmament essential as a compensation for the non-~disarmament ef the
other Powers. 1 considered a disarmed Germany a continual danger te the'peace
among armed xxx and continually arming nations., If peace was to be maintaimed,
Germany had to be on an equal feoting with its neighbors. ZEither gemeral
disarmament, or German rearmament - that was the alternative in order te recreate
the equilibrium, \

I hoped that the presentation ef such an altermative would result in inter-
national nregotiations concerning a general disarmament, I have always preferred
general disarwament to a Gerwan rearmament. For this attitude I have no less
a witneess than the American Ambassador Jeseph Davies, who in his book "Mission
to Moscew” quotes a conversation with we concerning a disarmament propo;al of
President Reosevelt which I enthuslastically approved of without however being
able to coanvince Hitlar. This cenversation took place in 1937 and shows that
even thea I still hoped that a gemeral disarmament, might be pessidle, Actually

President Roosevelt was the only leading poaitician who saw the situation in ks
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true light. The Allies did nothing. They did nothing against Germany in a
commercial way, for instance by sanctions, nor in a diplematic way, be it by
breakkng off diplematic relations or resuming armement negotiations. All they
did was to present a weak note of pretest, Great Britain sven went so far aes
to fermally autherize a rearmamant of the German Navy by concluding & "‘Naval
Agreement" with Hitder in 1955. I therefore had to come to the conclusion that
the Allies préferred 2 German rearmament to their own disarmament.

Soon in the course of the German armament, I had difficulties with the
Minietar of War, In several lecturee to higher officers of the Ministry of

War and of the Defemse Adadeny I pointed to the limits which were set to German

rearmament by ecenemy and finance. Repeatedly I told the Minister of War, tegether

with General Thoemas, the head of the Armament Offic8, who was in complete

sgreement with me, that the speed and extent of the armament program would have

to be limited. The currency end the finances of the state had to remailn healthy,

£xxx foreign trade had to be maintained for the purchase of feod supplies and
raw materials for the expoert industry. Eearaasea’ was less imporiant than these
requirements, »

Hitler and the party did not agree with this policy. The Four Year Plan
set up by Hitler in the fall of 1936 was nothing but an attack against my
reasonable economic policy when, ;fter‘August 1934, I was partly responsible,
in a provisional way,for the Ministry of Economics. The Four Year Plﬁn had
been prepared behind my back se that I was completely taken by surpfise., As a
result of the conflicts betwsen Goering, the Head of the Four Year Phan, and
nyself‘I offergd my resignation from the Minist;y of Economics in the fgll of
1937 and succeeded in having it accepted.

Up to March ;937 I had given rearmament credits in the amecunt of nine
billion (9,000 million) Reichsmark. These credits were given for a peried of
five yearé and were then to be repaid out of the Reich budget. The fdrst
payaents were due in 1939, Since I realized that such repayment was doubtful
in view of the unrestrained spending by the state, I told Hitler, in March 1937,
that the Relchsbank was not able, and net 'willing, to provide further funds.
This announcement led to a deep conflict., Since Hitler was unprepared to
accept such sudden netice, I agreed to compromise. I promised another three
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billion marks for one more year, on the condition that I would leavepPraedidium
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of the Reichsbank the minute Hitler would ask for furtherfumds. FHc complicd
with thie compromise. After March 1938 the Reichsbank did not give another
penny. Already towards the end of 1938 the M nister of Finance got into diff-
iculties, He asked for remewed credits from the Reichsbank which were refused,
and the Minlster of Finance was forced to appreach private banks. On January
2, 1939, Hitler asked me to print more bank netes for the expenditures of the
state but the Praesidium of the Reichbank unanimously refused to de this., I
thereupon was dismissed by Hitler as president of the Reichsbank, Five of uy
colleagues left with me.

I have never been informed concerning the extent.of the rearmament
program ~ and thi? quite intentisnally. In spite of this I gradually had the
feeling that rearmament was goigg beyond desireable propeortions, Hitler never
spoke to me about any intention to wage war, but always talked about his love
of peace, both in conversation with me and in his public spesches. But the
exaggerated rate of rearuament made me suspicious and appeared dangerous to me.

I continued in my own sphere to further a peaceful understanding in foreign
affairs, The steady collaboration with foreign banks 4f issue and the meetings
at the Bank of International Settlement at Basle, gave me welcome oppertunities
to do eo, Added to this were occasional visits to Paris, London, and other
cities., I conducted credit negotiations with China and Russia, I bec?me most
hopeful, when in the summer of 1936, I succeeded in persuading Hitler to take
up negotiations concerning the celonial question, I alwaye hoped thereby to
divert him from hie mad ideas of expansion towards the Eest, The reason I
did not take these ideas too tragically was the fact that Hitler had made such
en expansion in the Xast dependent on England's help - as expres;ed in his book
"Mein Kampf", I knew of course that such help would never be given. At this
point Hitler authorized me to go to Paris, where I discussed the possibility
of & return to Germeny of some of the colonial mandates with the cabinet of
Leon Blum. Foftunately Blum recognized that a colonial arrangement would be
beneficial to the cawae of peace, and promised teo take the'question up with
London, London hesitated at first, but I learned in the beginning of 1937,
that they were ready to take up negotiations, At this time the Spanieh

Almeria incident occurred, and Hitler dropped the whoke matter,

1 still did not realize that Hitler wanted war. The reason I became
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more and more opposed te Hitler lay dntirely in the moral aphere. His entire
lack of any feeling of justice, his disregérd of all lawa, his toleration of
‘party exdesees against the church end the Jews, his depravation of German
youth, the inhuman conduct of the Gestapo, the degradation of German efficialdom,
the shameless enrichment of party officials, all of thie got worde from year

to year., These were mistakes and crimes which could not be made up for by
getting rid of unemployment, and by no successes in forelgn affairs. One

could not and should not rule the people like that. o

Quite early I had expressed my oppesition to these things to Hitler. Rarly
in May 1935 I had handed him a memorandum in which I demanded the stopping of
the attacks on the church, legal protection for the Jews, and liquidation of the
Gestape, In spite of the fact that Hitler had tried to pacify me by explaining
these happenings as temporary revolutionary phenocmeza, I repeatcd ay opinions '
publicly & few weeks later in Keenigsberg. The publication of this sppech in
which I had alse steed up fer free masonry, was banned by Beebbels, I had the
speech printed in the printing room of the Reichsbank, and in this way, 250,000
copies were distributed all over Germany.

"I had continuoue fights with the majority of the Geuleiters, partly coen-
cerning questions of maltreatment of Jewe, partly concerning encreachments on
the authority of the state. All of these conflicts were concluded in my favour,
Soon I was, as a former free mason and democrat, the best hated man in the party.
Only because of my accemplishments did Hitler not separate himself from me,

However, my consclence began Xto bother me moere and more and I asked my-
self whether I should continue to collaborate with soc amoral a man nr not. I
could have saved my own person but that would have been of no use to the
country. I decided to stsy on and to try everything in order to stop the evil
inetincts of Hitler and te counteract them., This required & great deal of
pretense, but also gave many uninfoermed people & wrong impression of me ~ but it
seemed more courageous and mere honoradble to me to take up the struggle than to
resign., If there had been more men who would have put up the same kknd ef
reeistance, and who would have taken the same risks, the end would have been
different, There were no such men., I sew that clearly during the Fritsch
Incident.

General von Fritech wae the most honorable efficer in the German Armed
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Forces., His feeling of responsibility would never have permitted him to lead
Germany into an sggressive war. He enjoyed supreme authority in the whole
officers' corps. IXarly in February 1938, Hitler started the ugliest .imtrigue
against this man - he accused him of homosexuality by means of a corrupted
witnees, and dismissed him from office. In spite of the fﬁct that a court of
honor, arranged for by General Beck, resulted in the txz:lxlk proof of the
complete innocence of Fritech, he was not resppointeds Hitler took ever the
supreme command, and Beck veluntarily reeigned after a few months.

The fact that Fritsch was net reappointed to his ewn office, was ominous,
If ever, this wue the time when‘the generals should have done something against
Hitler; 8ince nothing happened, I personally got in touch with Brauchitvscn,
Rundsvedt, and Raeder, I told each one of tnem that the generals would lese
all influénce and honor if they did nething against the dismiseal of Fritsch.

I had ne success with either one of the three. A , /

I then decided to act on my own., During the course of the summer I foumd
in the person ef General von Wiﬁzleben an officer who thought the way I did. We
planned a military coup d'etat for which Witzleben, as commanding officer of the
Berlin Service Command, xxit ordered froéps and tanks, At the last moment some
of the generals under Witzleben lost courage, influenced perhavs by the foreign
political successes of Hitler, who at that time, thanks to the policies of the
Allies, was at the peak of his populariiy. The first attempt at revolution had
failed; I had to go on fighting, under continual risk of my life.

In order that my dismissal from the Reichsbank het be discussed toé much,
Hitler expressed the wish that I go abread for some time. On March 11, 1939,

I left for British India, ¥ia Switzerland, and returned early in Angust, I
found the situation expremely serious, When/::izr::ncerning a confliect with
Peland became more and more frequent, I tried at the end of August 1939, t;gether
withlGeneral Thomes, to get in touch with Genersls Brauchitséh and Halder, im
order to warn them at the last minute that war might break eut, However,

. Admiral Canaries, who was to be the intermediary, dissuaded us from emtablishing
this contact, since in his eploien, it would lead te our immediate arrest,

Prom the very beginning of the war I mever stepped ;:i::;gxof the hope-
lessness of winning thies war., Foreign Minister ven Ridbentrop sent me a warrning

threugh State Secretary v. Weizsaecker, I should stop making defeatist remarks
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ae I had done during a conversation with the Minister of Economies Funk.

I thereupon wrete a letter to Funk in which I reﬁeated my opinion that it was
impessible to win the war, and sent copy of this letter to Weizeecker. When,
after the United States had entered the war, Goebbels acked me to write an
article for his magazine "Das Reich", to the effect that the war potential

of *the United States represented no danger for Germeny, l refused to write
the article, and told him that I could not do so since I wes of the exactly
.oppoaite opinion, In September 1941 I wrote a long letter to Hitler in which
T urged him to change hle foreign policy and to seek peace. Reich Minister

1

Lammers wrote me in reply to tell me that Hitler hed read my letter. At the
end of November 1942, I wrote an extremely sharp letter to Geering which
cauged him te exclude me from the Prussian State Counrcil, because of defeatism,
and which caused Hitler to discharge me from my position as Minister without

portfolio.

I was in continuouns touch with all people who were against Hitler. In the
time from 1940 to 1941 I tried once more to get ;hx military/tznact - General
Hoeppnern who was hanged after 20 July 1944, Some of the generals were resdy teo
undertake an action against Hitler. They permitted delays becauss of the
attempts a2t concluding negotiations with the enemy powers in cnse of Hitler's
liquidation, These attempts, which took a long timelaﬁire conducted partially
vie the Vatican, and finally the Casablanca clause of "unconditional surrender",
zzxkixyrsd continued to paralyze the action of the gene;als. unt il finally ok
20 July 1944 the unplenned and poorly prepared attempt at assassination occurred,
as a result of which I was imprisoned on 23 July 1944 as politically suspect,

If todey, after everything is ever, I want to arrive at an evaluation, it
would be the follewing!

The unsuccessfud revelution of 9 Nevember 1923 had shown Hitler that the
German peeple were too democratic to tolermte a coup d*etat of subversive
elements. He therefore propageted in conscious insincerity, the methods of
"legality®. The sconomic and social emergency as & result of the treaty of
Versailles, and the incapability of the Social Democrats to master the situation,
prepared the soil fer Hitler's propaganda in competition with Communism. The

religious attitude of the German peoples, its leve of family, prévate preperty,




order and law, all of which Hitler had promised to protect, gave him priority
over the Communiests., The parties of the middle classes gave Hitler power, without
assuring themselves an abuse of this power.

Once he had selzed the power, Hitler conquered, with the help of ministers

and officlals of the previous government, the economic, social, and financial

difficulties. At first he consciously misled these collaborators and then

sought to make them incapable of any action by kklling freedoem of expressionm,
by threatening, by power and corruption. The pecple were held in a state of
complete ignerance and were terroriéed by the pabty akd by the Gestape until
they were completely paralyzed.

It is a tragedy that there were not one or two dozen men in respemsible
positions who openly resisted Hitler the way I did. It wae especially sad to
see such a lack of character in fne members of the afficefs' corpe, whe thought
that they owed alleglance to a lawless chancellor who had Droken many oaths -
even when they were akked to do things ;hich were against law and conscious.

’ or

They will BRave to bear the consequences MR thelr lack of & feeling of respon-

8ibility and for their lack of moral courage.

(Insert for page 2)

In Jﬁnuary 1937 1, juet ad all theother civilian miniate&s. received the
Golden Party Badge from Hitler., He @eclared that he was going to make the
Golden Party Badge a sort of order. Adherence to the party or to the platforam
of the party was not connected therewibh, Nelther before nor afterwards have

I ever entered into any obligation toward the party.




