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I. INTRODUCTION

The avowed goal of the National Socialist move-
ment was the acquisition of “"land and soil for the
nourishment of our people and for settling our

surpluas population”ld. The scope of this expeansicnist

program was first defined as the union of all Germans

into a "Great Germany"g/. This implied and included
the abolition of the peace Treaties of Versailles and
Ste Germaina/, wihiich placed definite restrictions on
Germany's right to rearm and to revise her frontiers.
In order to carry out this program, the Nazl leader-
ship was resolved to use any means, legal or illegal,
they were conscious and convinced that, in the last

analysis, only force (military power and terror) could

= - 7.4
bring them to their goal.ﬁ/

1/ Point 3 of the Party program. See also
Hitler, llein Kampf, p, 947-8.

2/ Point 1 of the Party program.
3/ 1Ibid. pp. 179-180; 181-2; 182-3.
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Execution of this Nazi program necessitated the
developnent of a comprehensive plan. covering domestic
as well as foreign policy. lMhen they began their
activities shortly after the end of the TFirst 'Jorld
“Jar, they were frced with a parliamentary-democratic
German governnent committed to the fulfillment of the
Treaty of Versailles. The majority of the German
population, moreover, was against a foreign policy of
aggressive expansion. Since the acguisition of new
territory implied the rearmament of Germany and the
building up of a powerful nilitary force capable of
waging wars of aggression, the ITazis had to begin by
overthrowing the government of the 'eimar Republic.
Seizure of power in Zernany, in short, was a prerequi-
site to the establighment of the CGreater German Reich
in Furope and to preparation for war.

"T'or oppressed countries will not be brought back
into the bosam'of the comimon Reich by means of
fiery protests, but by &z mighty sword. To forge
this sword is the task of the domestic politiecl
lecdership of & people; to guard the work of
forging and to seek conrades in aff? is the task
of the foreign policy leadership.¥ i

The donestic policy of the INazis mst thus be con-

sidered as the first stage in their policy of conguest

and aggression.

1/ Hitler, Mein Xempf, Houghton Mifflin edition,
Boston 1939, pe. 891,

SECRET
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II. THE OVERTHROW OF THE PARLIAMENTARY-DEMOCRATIC GERMAN
GOVERNMENT AS THE FIRST PART OF THE PLAN FOR AGGRESSION,

1913-1933

In order to establish German supremacy in Europe, the Nazis
had first to seize power in Germany and to rearm Germany for
totalitarian war, This process involved:

A. The use of terror and violence.

The German state as it was established after the downfall of
the monarchy was a parliamentary democracy. Within the framework
of this democracy, preparation for the establishment of German
supremacy over Europe was impossible because of opposition from
the democratic parties, which were committed to a policy of peace-
ful international cooperation, and to fulfillment of the Versailles
Treaty or its revision by legal and peaceful means. As the elec-
tion figures from 1919 to Hitler's ascent to power show, the anti-
militarist and anti-expansionist parties were consistently backed
by the majority of the population.

Under these circumstances, the removal of the democratic-
parliamentary government was the precondition for the attainment

of the goals of Nazism.

"Prom the very first day the watchword was: unlimited sinydle
against Berlin....One thing was certain: Lossow, Kahr, and
Seisser had the same godal that we had: to get rid of the
Reich government with its present interpational and parlia-
mentary position and to replace it by an anti-parliamentary

government ." 1/

1/ Hitler's.speech before the Munlch court, 2€ February 1924
(My New Order, New York 19%l,p. T4. 75)._

(72997) SECRET
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Hitler's emphasis on the "unlimited" character of this
struggle against the established form of government indicates
his endorsement of force and illegal means. In 1932, he declared
openly: "If the present regime does not make way for us, we will
remove it." 1/ Indeed, since, in free elections, the popular
ma jority had clearly expressed their backing of the democratic-
parliamentary form of government, the Nazi movement could hope .
for the seizure of power only by anti-parliamentary, unconstitu-
tional means.

These means were, indeed, the earliest weapons of the Nazi
movement., The Free Corps, for example, provided the nucleus of
the Nazi movement. Clandestine military and para-military or-
ganizations, they fought a brutal war of their own, not only
against the frontier regulations of the Versailles Treaty but
also against democratic forces in Germany. Assault, political
murder, intimidation -- all forms of terror were their weapons,
and wielding them were many men who subsequently became Nazis.

On 3 August 1921, Hitler established the first of his own
pPara-military organizations, the SA. Its avowed task was to make
the NSDAP "the master of the street": 2/

"Possession of the street is the key to the state-power --
that was what the SA marched and fought for."

In 1923, the SA vas reorganized into a military unit

(Wehrverband), to be mobilized for "active resistance against

1f Munich, 23 January 1932; The Times (London), 25 January 1932
(Hitler's Speeches, ed. Baynes, p. 164),
2/ Ernst Bayer, Die SA., Berlin 1938, p. 9, 11.

(72997) SECRET
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foreign domination" (in the Ruhr territory, then occupied by the
French). 1/ After the Hitler putsch of November 1923, the Reich
Commissar for Bavaria, Von Kahr prohibited the SA., but it con-

tinued to exist illegally." 2/

It became, in fact, during the initial stage of the movement
the chief terroristic organization by means of which the Nazis
tried to attain its initial goals -- the overthrow of the parli-
amentary government of the Weimar Republic, the elimination of
all >olitical opposition, and the establishment of a totalitarian
regime which would prepare and mobilize Germany for the conquest
of new soil. 3/

The Nazi leadership openly endorsed the use of illegal
means, force and violence for the attainment of these goals.

"We are not afraid to engage in political activities though
we be condemned as illegal." 4/

"Should the Party be prohibited, then we shall continue to
work illegally." 4/

"---to prepare the downfall of this order and to overthrow
it by all available means."

"Just as Mussolini exterminated the Marxists in Italy, so
must we also succeed in accomplishing the same through
dictatorship and terror." €/

"Fight daily and, if it be necessary, in the barricades,
This fight will pe fought with machine guns, mines and

grenades." 7/

Ernst Bayer, Die SA., Berlin 1938, p. 9, 11.

Ibid = p. LOL

Hitler, 20 April 1923 (Hitler's Speeches, ed Baynes, p. 57).
Kempner, p. 38f (NS Press Korrespondeng /35

Kempner, p. 73 {Hitler, Mein Kampf, 2 German edition.)
Kempner, p. 8€ (Wilhelm Frick, 18 Oct. 1929-1930, p. 50).
Kempner, p. 101 (Robert Ley, 1 May 1928)

NGO N
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"Adolf Hitler does not leave us the least bit of uncertainty
when he says -- In this fight heads will roll in the sand,
either theirs or ours. Therefore we must see that it is the
heads of others that roll...." 1/

These statements by the Nazl leadership only described in

words what, with their instigation and backing, actually took

place in Germany. The history of the Nazi movement under the

Weimar Republic is a history of murders, assaults, blackmail --

of all forms of terror against political and personal oppo- .

nents. 2/ Its criminal history begins with the famous Feme mur-

ders (some of the assassins involved in these murders later on

became prominent Nazi leaders), and it and it reaches a high

(point with the Potempa murder of 1932.

{

/

In this crimeHitler identified himself openly with the mur-

derers. In the summer of 1932, five SA men murdered a Communist

worker in his bed in the presence of his mother. The five men

were convicted and sentenced to death on 22 August 1932. After :-.

the promulgation of the sentence, Hitler sent them the following

telegram:

"Comrades! In view of this most monstrous blood sentence
I feel myself linked with you in unlimited loyalty.

From this moment on, your freedom is a matter of our
honor, and the struggle against a government under which
this was possible is our duty." 3/

1/

|
Y

Kempner, p. 105-€ Nationalsozialistische Briefe, vol. 4,

15 May 1929.

The history of Nazi murders is documented in a separate paper.
Johann von Leers, Kurzgefasste Geschichte des Nationalsocial-
ismus, Bielefeld 1933, p. €8.

(72997) SECRET
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The Prussian government of Franz von ¥Yapen coamuted the
death sentence to hard labos. Unce ditler had come to power,

the murderers were released and hailed as heroes,

This terroristic figat against the established par-
lianentary-democratic government in Germany was explicitly
tied up by the Wazis with the strugsgle against "internation-
alism® and “humanitarianism’ everywhere, and with the propaga=-
tion of a "fanatical natiovnalisa® which was tc provide the
igpiritual” ground for the policy of aggressive expansionism,
The 1link betiieen the Nazis' domestic and Toreign nolicy be-
cones clear.

wI the first place, our necople aust be delivered
fros bthe liopeless confusion of intcrnational convictions
and educated consciously and systematically to fapatical
nationalisn . « « » Second, insofar as we educate our
people to fight agaiast the delirium of democracy and
bring it arein to the recognaition of authority and of
leadership, we tear it away frow tie nonsenge of par-
liasentarianism . « « Tiird, insofar as wvie deliver th
peonle from the atmesshcre of pitiable belief in pos-
sibilities wvhich lic outside the bounds of one's own
strength--such as velief in rcconeciliation, under-
standing, world » tie Lea ue of l.ationg, and in-
terna thDnl solida -we destroy tiicse ideas. here
is onl one rl bt he world apd this right is ona's
own strengta. ™ A

: E’rl

D. Development of a Flap ror L pasnsion.

—
-

Hatnsn o o0 - declared that: iy program was to abolish
the Treaty of Versailles.'g/He declared that he was resolved
to use illezal means for tie attainment of this goal in the

trial against the R2ichsvehr officers at Ula in 1930. He

1/ Hitlex, llunich, 2& Septessr
iy 55 - =

g > : A & ’
25 September 1922 (nltler'" orad ., ocifea i Jerach i, Prange,
1944, ‘H. 39 £, )

2/ Hitler, Berlin, S0 T nuary 1941; Deutscie Allgemeine- Zeituns
1. Fob. 1941 (Histler's lords, ed, G2

(72997) SLORET
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stated in reply to questions as to the methods he advocated
for the revision of the peace treaty:

"1 presune here that we have triuwaphed, Then e
shall fight against the treaties with all means, in-
cluding thesc which, in the view of the world, are
illegal.” 1L/

Hitler, moreover, made it clear that abolition of the
Treaty of Virsailles would be only the first step in the im=-
nlementation of a plan for exhansion beyond the German frontiers
of 1914:

Tz frontiers of 1914 signify nothinz at all for

the future of the German nation., They embodied neither

a protection in the post, nor would they embody strength

for the future. The Gernan nation will neitber nmain-

tain its internal integrity through them, nor will its

sustennance e guaranteced by them, nor do tlese frontiers

appear appropriate or even satisfactory from a military
viewpoint « & o7 2f

The limits of German exnancion were only vaguely defined '

by the Lebensraun to wihich the TWazis felt the German racc was

entitled (sec below); Tfor the acquisition of this Lebensraum,

the Wazis sanctioned fron tihe beginniagz the use of ar and any
foreible nmesns:

2Tf this earth really has room enouzh for all to
live in, then onc should ;ive as the space that we need
for livin:. One will certainly not lilke to do this,
Then, however, the right of seli-preservatiou comes iuto
effect; and what has been denied to kindness will have
to bc taken with the rist.” 3/

Frankfurter Zeitung, 26 September 1930.
ditler, liein Kampi, pe. 947
Ibid. p. 179 - 120

g
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"0ne had to make it clear to oneself that this goal
(the acquisition of land in Jurope) could be recched only

through fighting, and quietly to face tihe passage at arms. 1/

i1, . » biie new Reiech would again have to start march-
ing along the road of the Knights of the Order ol former
tines to pive, with tihe help ol tine German sword, the soil
to bthe plow and the daily bread to the nation.? 23/

This endorsement of force follows inevitably from the
basic Wational Socialist conception that the life of individuals
as well as nations is a never ending struggle for nower in
which only the most brutal force is capable of survivinz. T is

conception, which rejects any distinction between war and peace,

betwsen lezal and illegol, diplomatic andé wilitary aeans, es-

1 2

tablishes the unity betueea Hazi domestic and foreign policy:
“"There is no distinction between war ané neace,
Strugele is ever preseat . . . Tite final decision lies
with the sword. In the powver cof thie sword lies the
vital strength of a nation. There is, therefors, no
difference between domestic and foreign policy.” 3/

==

The goal of ii'zi foreizn policy was defined by Alfred

Rosenber: as follows:

“To ercate + « « Toom for tic coning hundred million
Germans is the objective of National Socialist foreirfn
policy.” 4/

The extent to whieh tias new Lebeasrawn wias to be gx=

"";

panded was left open; however, it grew with the growins pover

of Nazism in Germany and in Burope. I 1line with the develod-

ment of the “lHew O=der’ over the conguered territcries, the

1/ Ibid.; pe 18%

2 Ibido,'po 18z = l—”
Hitler, Munich, 2 May 1928; Voelkischer Beobachter,
4 May 1925 (Hitler's lords, ed. Pranze, P- S)e

In: Alfred Roscnberg, D.r- ‘Reichsparteitas der HS! AT,
Nurnbers 1¢-21 Aubast 1627, Munchen 1927, p. S7=358
(F.Schuman, The Nazi D. cpators! hip, 1939, p. 56).

S

e
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original, strictly German Leben raum vas enlarged into the

conception of the Crossraumordnun<, in yhich the large core

of the racial-CGerman Reich was surrounded by a belt of

satellite states and nopulations wnder G i an supremacy. The

idea of Grogsraunordnuns: was floxible enou"h tc take in cven
‘tra-Zuropean territories, Tor exaaple, ‘jerner Daity, who

NSDAF, proclained large portions of Asia and Africa @g Dbe-

lonzin, to the Zuropean sgace.

ditler and

After he becasne liead of tihe CGerman state,

other Nazi leaders frequently declared tixat tie Tazi program

of Lebensraua for the German people was to be carried out on

a peaceful and lecal way. Frior to 1¢2., liovevar, they were
frank enough to adgit that the program nmeant war, and tihat
they were systenatically preparing for it. lazl foreichn

policy was thus conZ

just as the domestic Jolicy vas:

leadership, iMilcih chooses the course of volicy uisely
. ‘ané¢ then emnloys the weans ins: n10us‘;. Any foreign

“The goel of foreisn policy is the nreservation of
a people's neans of suhsistcnce; it is nothain. slese than
the presbrvotion of the 1ife ofra nation., The dath to
thais goel will, in the fipal analysis, alvars e sl
The means will be the aiski of tae nation as it is setb
ap in its ailit-ry organization, plus clever nolitical
¥

poliecy, therciore, is linkod uk witi the poiier constitubted

in ths nation; and a resourceful organization of thls
povier, namely, tac ailitary.

2Tt is iupessible ir the long rukL o carry
foreign policw without buildim:, wd the arpy. IF :
not done, tho resalt will aluays be ngruitive. 1t ic t
funetion of domestic policy Lo bpuild u» tie arnmy

(72997) SICRET
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means by which foreign policy can attain its ultinmate
goals. Domestic policy must follow lines which wske

possible the creation of powerfvul armed forces,? 1/

The building up of a powerful aray thus becaae the
cornerstone of Nazi policy--an arwy ‘hich, in itz organiza-
tion and strength woulé go far beyond the defensive force
vihich could be built upd within the fra;evori of the Versailles

Treaty:

Wie admit freely and openly that, iif our movemeat
is victorious, we will be concerncd day and nizht with
the question of how to nroduce tiae araed forces ymich
are Tforbidden us by the peace treaty. e scleanly

nfegs that v consider everyone a scoundrzl who does
not try day and nizght to Tigure out & viay to violate
this treaty, for we iave never recosnizca this treaty.

ie acmit, thereforc Dﬂ:t as far as we are concerncd

the Gernan Arm“ ih its ﬂrc nt feorm is not weracnent.
For us it will serve only go 8 Zroatc eaure aray, thal
is, as a source of sergeants and officers., 4nd in the
meantine e 7111 He coatlnuousl? g% ork Pillinm: ik the
ranks. e will take every sten wbich stra;gt"cuu onr
arms, --ich augmenta tihe aunber of our Tore and whiech

increases tic strenzti ol ouwr »eonle.

N
o b2

'l-a"‘

Beidry

vlot

bes we il dae
Riader G
SNy siien
LG Doliat of

further
dare to
arotiected
gunported Ly

anyone

nndert
L:G.I.r.r.ﬂn.
the “eirnean

UO
o e

(58 u.._. L

W.le confless
nieeces wiro should
Our rights will e
Reich ig agail

dacgers 2/

o ¥ af
‘\Jt‘_Jel .

~

C o

The powexr of this apd not sny lozel rigziuts or

(S

international agrsements, wag Lo be Lhe geans wy vhich Lhe
expansion of Germaa soil ° to e aeconplisied:
Wiihen nations arc in need, they do nobt ask aboui
lagal »ignts. There 1z then only osne :juestion. Does
a people nave whe power to aeguire the soil and territory
vhich it needs?? 3/
1/ WHitler, livnich, 22 Septeuber 1922; ?b@l'|ucupr ucchauatbl
25-24 Septeaber 1228. (liitler's 'lords, D. 5o
2/ ditler, liunich, 15 Harch 192 oellkischer BGGHacnter,

l? llarch 1929 Ibiﬂ.
1tle¢, Vilsbiburg
8 March 1c27 (Ibid.

p. 11)
(?) 6 Liareh 1927;
pe 17),

Voellzisec.ier GLoobaciiter,

e
_J_'J C‘L{ 'JI

o ——
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2If you do not give us space on this carth then ve
ourselves will take this space., That is why ve are
N:tional Socialists.” 1/
Hitler makes it perfectly clear that the acquisition of

frontiers™ and

Lt}

new soil is to zo far beyond any ¥.evision o
to mean alaost unlinited expansion:

- admit that for us the future of Germany does

not lie in a mechanical revision of frontiers. Is such

a cage vie would azain be forced to rely upon world trade,
which in turn would malks us conmpetitors of four or five
other states. T ..t is no future. The I tional Soclialist
movement extends far beyond the deceitful level of such

a philistine conception. I! is the champion of that idea

whlch cleims that if we do not acgquire more soil then we

shall some dey perish. 3. pursue no policy which will not
secure the existence of the people for all time . .« .
I believe that I have enoush enerzy to lead our people

to war, and not Tor the revision of froatiers, but for
the deliverance oi our people in the most distant [luture,
so that our neopnle acauire so nuch territory that the
sacrifice in blood can be returned to posterity in four-
folé measure.” 2/

Hitler' . speech before the I~dustry Club in Disseldorf
on 27 J§ nuary 1932 shows clearly that the llazi program of

acquiring new Lebeasraum by military power was, not the whim

of a meralomaniac cligue, but the carefully conceived plan of

a political leadership which saw in this prograa the only solu-
tion for the @ifficulties arising from CG:rmany'  (and Ccantral
Jurope's) situation after the First ‘lorld ar, Iv argued

that the Nazi plan wogs based on the assuantion that G.rrany's
restoration to a Yweorld power® ¢nuld not be accomplished by
Hitler, iunich, 9 Anpril 1927; Voelluischizr Beobachter,
12 april 1927 (Ibid. , p. 13 -

Hlulel . ich 25 Liay 1923; Voelkischer Beobac.iter,
L.j 1923 (Ibid. D27 o)

e
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_woceful economic competition but only by political and pilitery

means,

it was not Gurman business which coagquered
the wrorld ead tiaen came the development of Go - .
power, but in our case, too, it wWas the power state
ii clitsteat) which created for the business world the
geiaeral ccenditions for 1ts subsequent prosperity. 1o
ny viewr it is to put the cart before the horse vhzsn today
people helieve that by business methods they can, for
instance, recover G.rmany's power-position instead of
realizing, that the power-position is alsc tie condition
for the icprovement of the economic sitvation o « « o o »
thiere can be no economic life unless behind this economic
life there stands the determined political will of the
nation absolutely recady to strilke--and to strike hard,” ;/

This speecir helned gpreatly to coanvince the industrial
end financial leaders Jf Germany that the Tazi movenent vias
the only force willing 2nd capable to restore and enhance

/  their econcamic and political power. Fron then on, most of

them actively »romoted the vast rearsanent nrogram of the
J Y - L=

1 b 1

1/ Translation from Adolf H tler, liy New Order, Hew Tork
1941, p. 111,

(72997)
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IIT. ELIMINATION OF THE OPPOSITION AND PREPARATION
FCR THE WAR OF AGGRESSION, 1933-1939

A. Liquidation of the political, religious, and ideological
opposition.

The first acts of the Hitler government in 19233 were the
abolition of civil liberties and the elimination of all politi-

cal opposition., The Verordnung des Reichspraesidenten zum Schutz

von Volk und Steaat of 28 February 1933 suspended articles 114,
115, 117, 118, 123, 124, and 153 of the Constitution of 1918
wvhich guaranteed basic civil rights and liberties. The law of
26 May 1933 confiscated the property of the Communist Party.
The decree of the Prussian Prime Minister (Hermann Goring) of
23 June 1933 prohibited all activities of the Social Democratic
Party. PFinally, the Law against the Formation of Parties of

14 July 1933 made the National Socialist Party the only politi-
cal party in Germany and outlawed all attempts to maintain the
0ld parties or to form new parties.

Abolition of the trade unions was carried through without
even a semblance of legelity. On 2 May 1933, SA, SS, and members
of the National Socialist Plant Organization occupied the trade
union buildings, removed or arrested the officials, and installed
their own “commissars.” The funds and property of the trade un-
ions were confiscated and given in "trusteeship" to Robert Ley,
leader of the Nazi Labor Front.

The same months saw the first wave of wholesale arrests, in-

ternments, and executions of political opponents. They were

chiefly carried out by the Secret State Police (Gestapo), which

(72997) SECRET
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!
at that time was being organized by Hermann Géring and entrusted
to Ministerial Councillor Carl Diels. 1/ Goring himself assumed
personal responsibility for the acts committed by the police:

"I declared at that time before thousands of racial com-

rades: every bullet which now comes out of the barrel of

a police gun is my bullet. If one calls this murder, then

I have murdered., I have ordered all this, I back it up,

I bear the responsibility...." 2/

The Gestapo was also given jurisdiction over the concentra-
tion camps, which were established during the same period.

Ggring himself explains the establishment of concentration camps
by the need for liquidating the political opposition:

"Thus the concentration camps originated, where we sent at

first thousands of functionaries of the Communist and Social

Democratic parties. Certainly, in the beginning, excesses

did occur. Certainly, here and there, innocents were af-

fected...." 3/

Authorization for the indefinite detention of persons with-
out trial and without sentence was derived from the "Law for the
Protection of People and State," which abolished civil liberties,
from Section 42 (a) of the Nazi Criminal Code (Law of 24 November
1933), and from the decrees of the Prussian Prime Minister of
13 November 1933 and 10 February 1934,

The persecution and elimination of the political opposition
was from the beginning conccived as a war of extermination beyond
the limits set by the law and by legal procedures. This was open~

ly announced by Hermann Ggring, then the chief of the Prussian

Secret State Police:

l/ Hermeann Ggring, Aufbau einer Nation, Berlin 1934, pp. 87-83.
2/ Hermann Goging, Aufbau einer Nation, Berlin 1934, p. 86 f,
Ibid., pP. 09

(72997) . SECRET




“The gentlemen fust understand one thing: I do not
think of wmging ncrély a defensive var, in a bour-
geois manner &nd with bolirgeois hesitancy. 1o, I
ann going to give the signel to launch the offens-
ive on the entire line,

“Racial comrades, ny mcasures \vill not be sicklied
over by any juristic scrupnles. I.y ncasures will
not be sicklied over by any bureaucracy. > lkre, I
do not have to carry out justice, I have only to
destroy and cxteminates-nothing else., Thig strug~
gle, ny racial conrades, will be a struggle 2gcinst
chaos, and I do not vage such & strugglé writh the
nolice (nmit polizeilichen !laéhtnitteln). A bour-
geois state may have done so., Certainly, I shall
also use the powers of the state and of the police’
to the utnost, lest you draw any wrong conclusions,
ny Cormnunist gentlemon., But the’death struggle T
chall Tmage with those hoere below, with the Brovm
Shirts.“l/

*

Haturally, no reliable figures arc available for the num-
ber of politiecal, religious, or racial opponents killed by the
ilazis or interned in »nrisons and concentration camps, Iovever,
cnough cvidence has been accunulated to show that, in nost cas-
es without trial, without any legal »rotecction, and without the

)
poseibility of appoal for the vietins,

(1) prcetically the entire lcadership of the Cormunist
Porty vas cxrterninated or imnrisoncd--with the ox-
cotion of those who could flce from Cernany;

(2) nany lcaders of the Social Democratic Party and of
the trade unions were cxterninated or imprisoned;

4

(3) nany nilitant elergymen, Catholie and Protestant,
were impricsoncd;

(4) uncounted-numbers of the rank and file, nolitieal,
rcligious, and ideolofical opposition vere cxter-
i1inated or imprisoned,

In some instances, the criminal ferror hit also dissi-

dents in the Tfazi Party itself, and prouninent »orsons in the

1/ Hermann G8ring, .3 llareh 1933 &t Trankfurt a. ., in Deden
und fufsatze, l‘unchen 1942, ». 27,

L ey | uT
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conscrvative camp. The so-called Rohm putseh of 1934 is theo _

rost notorious example, i/

B. Extermination of the Jewd.

Nazi anti-Semitism is distinguiched from all other forms

of anti-Semitism by the fact that it aims at the very extermi-

nation of the Jews. To She Nazi mind, the Jow is the racial,

( pelitical, religious, ideological, and cconomic arch-cnemy: he
/ is the embodiment of everything that, by its very nature, is
hostile to Ilazism. Reconciliation is therefore impossible: Jew-
ry and llazism cannot coexist; the var between them is a life and

death struggle all over the world.

In the Ilazi plan for conquost, this anti-Semitism played
from the beginning an essential part:

(1) The Jew was the weakest cnomy of Hazism; the attock
on him thereforé vms the most promising and the
lcast risky one.,

(2) The Jew vas the one ceneny against whom the llazis
could hopeé to unite othermvise divergent masses of
supporters.

(3) Therﬁk%gination of the Jew,as a competitor, would "
be hroritable to the potty bourgeois which furnish-
cd the largest mass support for the Haz; rnovomont.

(4) The Jow was found in all countriecs; lazi anti-Scn-
itism was thercfore a cohivénient neans for nobil=<
izing potential Ilazi allics in foreign countries,
and for stirring up unrest and disorder in for-
cign countrics ?500 below p._ ). 5

(5) The ubiquity of the Jew as arch-cncmy provided the
Nazis with a~justification for carrying theo strug-
gle for power beyond the fronticrs of the Reich,

It is dealt with in a separate paper

(72927) SZCRET
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for the ottack on "Jewich-Bolshevist Ruseia,” for
the wvar with the “Jowish-nlutocratic denocracies,’
ctc.

Tor these reasons, anti-Senitisnm vas onc of the most effect-

ive instrunients Tfor the world-wide infiltration cnd expansion of

azisn, The decisive innortanco of anti-Sonitisn in this con-
text is testified by the 7 et tk cnti-Senitisnm is one of tho

very Tew clements of Imzi nhilosophy which hove been unniti-

’

satedly maintained throughout the history of Iazisn, fron its

,
initiation to its very end. Anti-Semditic propqganda,_indood,
increasod in violence after the outbreal of war, and 1t renain-
cd one of Goebbels' chief weapons for winning cdherents and sm-
pathizers Tor the I'azi cause in the eneny countries.

C. Rearmoment and nilitary interference in foreign countries

After the elimination of the »nolitical oxnosition cnd
of the Jews, the 1azi lcoadership dovoted 2ll its ofrforts to
achicve that reammanent which 1ras the precondition for t he ae-

quicition of new Lebensraun, Mitler hinself has testified

this cffect:
“The socéond (conditior for our succose) 1as nationcl™
aranent, tc vhiech T have fanaticdlly devoted ny cner-
cies for moarly six vears (1938). 1/

“Towvy I cam prouvdly aduit: wo did thon certainly con-
plete an araanent such as the world has never Vet SCONev o o
1 have in focet amwoed in these five woors. I have shont

nilliards on this cmauent: +that the Corman Hcoblo

nust novwr Imow! I have scen to it that o "znow aray should
be provided vith tho most nodern crmament mowm. I havc

a1

given to ny friend uorlng tho order: Iiiake ne now an air

: - . % i

1/ Saarbrucken, 9 October 19338; Frankfurter Zecitung, 10 October
1938 (T.:Ltler‘Q Zncechos, ced. 3aynes, vol. il, ».1534),

(72997) ~ s pem
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/ arm vhich can nrotéct Cermany in the face of any
concecivable attack., "Thus we have built up a nili-
tary force (l/ehrmacht) of which to-day the CGerman
peodle can be proud and whiceh the world will res-
pect if at any time it makes its appearance.’l/

The following years saw the systenatic testing of the ag-

]

gressive potential of Tazi poliey in Spain, Austria and Czech-

f oslovakia.
;i Spain:
llazi interfercnce in S»nain vas of a nilitary as well as
political character: the Snanish civil vmr was node a test-
J ing ground for the striliing nower and offectiveness of the

new CGerman army. Thore is no available record of ary open
adnission by Izl leaders of nilitery interference, apart
Tfrom the declaration thot CGeman “volunteers” fought with the
Franco troops, 2/ Iowever, Iitler has openly declared ond
justified the fact that Cemany couvld anot renain “neutral” in
the Spanish civil var:

"In July 1956 I had just detemiined %o answer the call
for help wh 1ch this fi@n (Ffanco) sent to ne: I totld
help hin to the extent that and So long as the rést of
the world should give its suprort to the donecstic Toes
of Spain.

“Tron that tine ilational focialist CGermeny begoh to take
an active part, under the leadership of this nan, in the
struggle Tor the restoration of & anational and independ-

ent Spain.' 3/

Hitler gave as justification for his inbterference in the

S —— - ——
v

1/ Berlin, 20 September 1938; Vocllkischer 3eobachter, 28 Scpt-
orber 1938 (Lbid., _D. 1512), i ”
2/ hltlor' roply to Frdnco, Frapkfurter-Zeitung, 24 February
1939 (Ibid. 3. 1580). - iTholns hafen, 1 ADprik-1939; Voel-
2 kischer Beobucrter S5 Aprit 1939 (Ivid., p. 1600),
3/ 6 Jigg }959 VOGlLlCCﬂBr Boobachter, 7 June 1939 (Ibid,,
D. 1
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Snanish ecivil var two nain reasons:

of "Bolchevisn' and the thrcat to

Gferman®tg cconortic intercsis

in Spain. Ae regords the lottoer point,

"Cormany nécds to inpért ore.

Ilationalist Governnent in Zoain,

able to buy Spanish_ore.”;/

the ﬂanﬁcr of the

he deeclored:

That is vhy we iant

go that e nay be

shrecad

Turther, in hies sncech before the soldiers of the Condor

Legion on their return fron the £panish var,

Iiitler prorfescsed

his official sponsorshin of their porticipation on IFranco's

e

side:

=)

“For T s=ciit you out to held a country 1n nlclortuno,

to support 2 heroic [0Neceees

ing bravely exccuted ny comulcsion....

Tt vas painful for us all to~
on your fight yéar after yoeor,

hive to kecp =ilenca
but from bths first

I had the intention, citer the ond of this wer, to-
givo you in tho *c:r"‘1 ind ths”
victorious soldicrs dcscrvo...“gj

And in his telogror: to fronco of ©

rcco

Junc

“the battle which ve havo wmgced irv

shovisn,.."3/

Austria

Ia the ezse of dustric, “Atlos

L3 2,

the inscryontion in ~nd Hth:s »nond

long bolorc:

i

Ui i S 40

option ""hich brave,

19359 Adtler sncaks of

comwoun orinst Dol-

=zotion of Justric Yme sxlonned

"I nyscl®, o & zon af the bstmrrh, yag £illed vATh o
ec.ercd 1visn to solve this droblon énd thus 1lozd ny
hO'Cl nd baeck to ths ciche In Jﬁnuﬂxy,’TGSC, 1 finaily

gsolved that in the coursc of thot vood lﬁ ong 0y

GFormons iq._ufurim."

or anothor, I would fisht Yor cnd win the 1 ht or h;}f-

detorninotion for the 5,500,000

#

2

193'? (ibid . E:)a lS‘JJ -

LS

Jrzburg, 27 June 1937; Vocliizeho

fronkfurter Zeitunsg, 7 Junc 193¢ (i

Fronlfurtor Zeitung, 10 June 1839 (Lblu., Y. 1675}
IIeTehstog spcocelh or 30 Jenuwary 19393

ch‘l 3 4 -l ’1\375] .
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Shortly cftor the cnnoxation of Austria, Cocb
that the intontion to amneox thnt country “ms& long before
in the Ilazi nind:

Wlo have solvcd nan¥ of our problams by imiting for
a good opportunity, Thon e hove jumped at it., e
could not tcll in advance ot 'htt tine vwe vould
anncx Austrid or occupy thc Rhincland or introduc
conscriﬂtiow. The rocl 21t is to snatekh such o
thing when the stake is 22 smnll as possible and
the profit o= high ag possiblo, Thé cclonial cues-
tion 17ill bo solved in the same vAy.” =/

Heville Zcnderson statoes, on the basie of ie conversa-
tion vith Hitler, thot the lotter did not intend to rcly

on the result of - nlebisecitc in JJuvetria unlcsc suclh nilcbis-

cite would be held under his ovnm auspicess 2/

Czechos lovaLia:

..,.

Iditler conhldcrod Czechoslovalkia ag = »art of that Cer-

pnan Lebensraum vhich, according to the llazi »rogranm, vas to

be uvnited with the Zeich:

«sothis territory has lair in the living &dace
of thc Cernan peoplc for o thousand rcmrh...”g/

In occupying thics country, hc thus rocasscrted:
ithe areicnt Cormon right and reunited- what through
its hi =tory, ite DOO”rS1thLl position, 2nd 21l the
rules of reason had to be unltcd '_/

D. Infiltrotion taetics and Tifth column cetivities,

The attaclt on foreign countrices and thelr occupation and

>

intezration into the CGernian Lebensroun vas olso »repared and ac-

connanied by large-secle iTazi infiltration loag before the do-

A S £ i
Pl

ITurnberg, 7 Spril 1988 ( zi Cuide to 3'5;_ , 0d. Rolf Tell,
Jachington 1943, ok i ) P '

Htlor's Sncoches, od, Baynes, p. 1441, note 2. .
7 1olm“a¢;en, 1 adril 1039 Voclliccher 3cobachter, 3 Anril
(IMtlor's S Sncechod, ed. n;noq De 1097) 6
Ibid. SECRET

T o v o

&Q‘Q'i




-22 = B, Gyl

tual assault., The ilazis cnnloved several nethods for such

infiltration, all of vhich were centrally direccted and super-

vised by the res»ceetive 1lazi Party or governriont agencics.
The chiof nethods used by the ilazis were:

(1) ‘orking through Corian notionals in foreign
countries,

(2) ‘lorking through indigenous »ro-lldzi gsroups and
individuvals in foreign countries.

(3) Vorking through anparently unpoliticcl and »eace-
ful busincss conncctions.

(4) Tlorking through esnecially trained cgents.

.

(5) Use of “eulturcl cooperation” for azi propaganda,

(6) Accuisition of interests in the Tforeign »press dnd
in other neans of corriuniecaticn ond »ronisgonda,

These :iozi activities were designed to wedken or over-
throw the established governments in foreign countries v/hich
vere likely to resist 10zl aggression. 1/ This ain was to be
attained by creating disorder and terror 2nd by vinning over
to the Ifazi cause »nowerful grouns in the respective cour ntricos.

These groups beediie later on the nuclei of azi collaboration

13

in governnent and businos

The ITazis used an cntire aetworlk of agencies and o1y

-

zdtions for imnlenenting their infiltration tactics in for-

cign countries, The first official Ilazi Tarty organization

1/ Tor Austria prior to 1933, tho documontary cvideice has
been collectéd in: Das Brounbuch. :"“en%rcu" gegen Oes-
terreich., cd, by the 3Sundes-iZnzlercmsv, ..icn 1°3a

(72997)
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designed for work in foreign countries vas the Auglondsorgani-

zation der Reichsleitung der I AP (TForeign Scction of the

feich Directorate o; the I'3DAP), osgtablished in 1931. In 1957,

Zrnet “/ilhelm Bohle, then the head of the orgonization, tvas

f

I

tronsferred to the llinistry of TForeign [iffairs, an crrangement
thich demonstrated the offieial link between the foreign »pro-

pagenda ageney of the Izi Party and tho IMzi Reieh govornnent. 1/

In addition to the .luslandsorganization, the Ilozis used nany

‘

other ~geneies ond orgonizations, among them such institutions

as long pre~ilczi standing as the Verein fur Dcutschbtun in Aus-
; - -

land, ond the Deutsche luslands Institutb (Leogue for Cernandon

in Foreign Countries, and the Cemcn Foreign Institute),

“herever Itzi »narties oxisted in foreign countries (as vas

the case in Austria and Czechoslovalkia), they trere systeriati-

cally cnbloyed as shearhecads of ,=21 nenetration ond 28 the con-

o

trol terror 2gencices against Tforeign dericeratic govermncents,

-veryvhere, the iz

i Pifth Column promoted and fostered anti-

cenitic tendencies for creating unrest and disunity in the for-

cign countries. (See above p. )

—
1y

. aecononic nenetrotion.

One of the nost luwort“n and nost successful rnicthods of

nzil penctration and concucst s working through normnl busi-

ncss channels., OClover utilizoation and exponsion of intermation-

11 business connections (through cortellization, accuisition of

’ 4

L/ Inil Thrich, Die Jluslandsorsanization der 1TSD: derlin 1937:

Ay
?
truLQTthOP in: Iotioncl ~ociclisn, Sosic iTlﬂClllCM..utC. cd.
ymond E. ‘urnhy and others, 'ashington 1943, »n. 265 T
(72997) SECRIT
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interests and holdings, cstablishment of subsidiaries, cte.)
played a decisive part in the erection of the vast indusirial
and Tinanecial Iazi empire in Surope, Tais Qethod 1as predicn-
ted upon full-scale collaberation of the German igdu&trialistsi_
vhose enterprises and Rloldings provided the nuclei of expansion,

-any of the nost powverful German industrialists had supnorted

the I'nzi movenent »rior to IIitlerts ascent to power, others

5y 3 5 =
followved suit, and, by the beginning of the war, the Ilazifica-
tion of Cerman industry had been complated.” The 1czi politiecal
leadership vas instrunental in the Tornulation and inplcrenta-
tiop of Cermon ccononic poliey in all branches of the var econ-
ony. Top ilazis were sitting on th e boards of the most import-
2nt industrial ond conmoercial onterprises, just 2s top indus-
trialists occupied leading positions in the izl orgonization
of the ceconomny. Close liaison c;@gted betirgen industry ond
the igh Commnnd of tho ‘'chrmocht.l/

This annlgonotion between the :'azi nolitieal hiorarchy
and the industrial leadership was the basis for the Cerman ox-
ploitation and smoliction of ocecupied territories. After the
cGernan ::mies had conguered these territories, the Ilazi leader-
ghip turned over to the Gernan in@gstri&lists vas@ nroperties

and labor power s reviard for their collaboration.

1/ “Big Business and fggteseion in Gormany®, The PT tlieekly,
05S. Ilos. 21-22, 1943, Sec also Zituation Report: Cen-
tral Durope, passin,

1 ot
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IV, CRINMINAL ITETHODS IN THE A4l OCCUP.TION

POLICY., 1939-1945

A. Terroristic lobilization of the occupied
territories.

The methods of Nazi government over occupied
territories comprised various types of administration,
ranging ell the way from en "elliance administretion,®
vthich grented the occupied country « certcin amount of
nominzl indep .endence, to a “colonizl acdministration,™
which concentrated 2ll powers in the hands of the
Nazi government.&/ Criminel nethods were used in all
these forms. This was implied in the HNazi conception

of the Grossroumordnung, which provided the “theore-

tical” foundction fcr the Nazi occupction policy.
JAccording to this conception, & "leading nation® is,
beyond its own freacicl space,' surrounded by & lorge
spece' (Grossroum) which the leading nation must
consciously tr:nsform into new units, serving its own
life ond preserving its domination. This mecns thot
the entire sconomy of the Grossroum must be geared to
the requirements cf the *leading nation'. If this
netion is at war, the entire able-bedied population of

the Grossrcum must work for the wor effort:

1/ ‘ierner Best, “Grossrcumordnung und Grossroumver-
wultungJ Zeitschrift fir rolitik, 1941;
"Grundlagen einer deutschen Grossrgumverwgltunb,":
Festgobe fir Heinrich Himmler, Darmstcdt 1941,

PP 4\3 2 i S
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“The task of Gros~raumnvirtschaft, which is
coming into its stride, is to mobilize all

the people in this space., It must be expressly
pointed out that none of the countries belong-
ing to this space will be cllowed to stay
cside."

This mobilization is to be carried through without "obso-
lete” considerations for the stenderd of living of the
population in these countries:

"The obsolate views concerning the mcintencnce
of the present standcrd of living which core held
for instance in'the countries of western and
northern Europe, are no longer of importcnce and
cannot be recognized by us. The neccessity of
mobilizing ell efforts for the war dominctes the
present hour.” 2/

This conception of the Grossroaumcrdnung zurnished the

ideology for the forcible, compulsory incorporation of the
occupied territories into the Gurmcn wer mechine. The

Nozis recognized neither internationcl nor nationcl limite-~
tions upon this incorporation. The degree of terror ond
compulsion opplied in the implementcation of the Nazl meas-
ures vaoried with the degree of nctive cooperation and resis-
tcnce., However, the following illegal and crimincl measures
were applied everywhere in pursuance of the Nozi occupation

policy:

1/ The President of the Hamburg Chamber of Commerce, .t
& New Year's Gathering, 1943,

2/ Guoted in: Germeny (British) Basic Handbook,
Part III, p. 3.

SECRET
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(1) ‘trorcible eviction and deportation of the
notive population beyond “military neces-
sity.” 1In meny cases, the land and the
property of the evicted were awarded to
Nozis or to Ngzi sympathizers in the
occupied countries,.

(2) 1holescle confiscation of property (state
s well as private).

(3) Spoliction and exploitztion of the occupied
countries beyond military necessity in
favor of Germen business, Nazi party cnd
government officials, Ilazi collaborationists,

"' ete.

, (4) Punitive mecsures agcinst the civilian
population of the occupied countries:
indiscriminate killings, shooting of hos-
tages, burning down of houses and villagss,
internment, torturing, starvation, etc.

(5) Unlawful trectment of the military per-
. sonnel in the occupied countries.

B., Politicel controls.

The administrative-set—up itself in the occupied coun-
tries shows that the terroristic machine/;§§£ the beginn- ng
. conceived s an integrel part of the cdministrotion. This
is demonstrated by the fact that the Nazi Party and 58 were
superimposed upon the general administration, and that
special cgencies were created for the implementation of

forecible "Germanization.® The full and direct contrel of

the lNazi Party over the occupied territories was achieved

through the establishment of Arbeitsbereiche (Letivity
Spheres) of the NSDAP, the leaders of which were directly
responsible to Hitler's Party Chancellory (under lliertin
Bormann). The first Activity Sphere was established in

the Government Gencral in Icy 1940. lbreover, the top
(72997)
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police authority in the occupied territories was

entrusted to Higher SS and Police Leaders, who operated
directly under Himmler. In most cases, they held the

office of public safety in the central administrative
machinery of their respective countries, As early as

1939, the Higher SS and Police Leaders were made responsible
for Germanization in all territories already amnexed or to
be ammexed, and in the same year Himmler himself was

appointed Reichskommissar flr die Festigung des Deutschen

Volkstums (Reich Commissar for the Strengthening of German
Folkdom) »

C. Economic exploitation.

Terroristic political controls over the occupied terri-
tories were supplemented by a tight net of cconomic con-
trols, adapted to and even integrated into the pattern
of control that prevailed in Germany. The controls were
exercised through close cooperation and coordination of
agencies of the Nazi government and of the self-government
of business. 1/ithin this framework of organization, the
entire economy of the occupied countries was compulsorily
organized and made the organ of Nazi spoliation and exploit-
ation. The large German industrial and commercial enter-
prises were the chief beneficiariecs of these activities

(see pe above): the Reichsvereinigungen, the compulsory

(72997)
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Germean peak cartels, were entrusted with the task of
orgenizing®” the European resources, ond innumersble German
firms operated in the occupied countries, cither directly
or though branches and subsidiaries,

The policy of economic spoliation cnd exploitation was
deternined by centrzl German cgencies. The nost important
ones were:

n il .

(1) Hitler's Dclegate for the Four Year Plan (Coring).

Juthorizetion was given in the "Decree on the
Planned Utilization of the Occupied liestern
Territories for the Germen Viar Economy" (26 Zugust
1940), cnd in the Decree on the Utilization of
the Occupied Eeastern Territories for the German
tiar Econony® (15 sugust 1941).

(2) Speer's Ministry for Lrmament wnd War Production,
operating mainly through Jrmament Inspectors.

(3) Several Reich Cormissioners and Inspectors,
directly responsible to Hitler or Gdring.

SECRET
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lMazi Party Program

Nationalsozialistische Bibliogzraphic

Yrbrmacht Personncl in Nazi Agconcies
Renort of a Convaersation H-ld in ths Reich Chancellory

on 4 Rovrmbor 1937
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I. INTRODUCTIOH

This panrr attemnts to demonstrate the existence of a
comnrchensive llazi plan for aggrossion, conquest, and domination
in Europ~ and c¢ven boeyond Luron:, The plan was concoived and
developed chiefly by the Hational Socialist German Vorkrrs!
Party (NSDAP) with its affiliat~d and sunsrviscd organizations,
in conjunction with certain influsntial circles among the Gorman
armed forcos, the high civil s rvice, and the industrial lead-r-
ship of Germaiy. The scopce, details, and instrum nts of the plan
wore dcveloocd in scveral stages, which may roughly bo defincd
as (1) from 1920 to 1¢33, the yecar in which the lNazis scizcd
power in Germany; (2) 1933 to 1934, in which wvear they comploted
the ~stablishment of totalitarian control ov:r Gurmany; (3) 1934
to 1939, during which poriod they carri d ont their total prona-
tion for tho war of aggression; (4) 193¢ to 1944, in vhich years
therr oxecuted their molicy of domination thronghout the occunied
parts of Luropc. On all for'r stagrs, tho axccution of the: plan
involved the usc of unlawful m:ans.

II, THE ROLE OF T:E PARTY IIi T'E IAZI PLMF FOR TOLTFATION

A, The NSDAP, its Origins and Earlv Drv-lonmant

The chicf actor in the Nazi plan for domination was the

NSDAP, According to Hitler's ovn account in licin Kamnf, and
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1)
according to authoritative Nazi publications, the first

organizational muclius of the NETAP was the German Vorkcrs'

Party, founded in January 1©19 in Mainich by Anton Drexler, In

the same vear, Adolf Hitler, then still a soldier in the

Reichswehr, contacted the German Vorkers' Party, in his own words,
"on superior orders" by the military authoritics., He participated
in the discussions of the Partv, which, in the following vear (1920),
assum~d thc name of Hational Soéialist G rman Viorkers' Party, and

he acquired a Party organ of his own, the fvglkischc Beobachter,

The first major public meeting of the NSPAP took nlac: in Munich
on 24 February 1920, with Hitler as speaker, At this meeting,
Hitler publicly announcrd the progran of the Party (sre below) .
On 1 August 1921, Hitler was olocted "Lrader! of the Party.

The first Party Congress took place on 27 January 1923,

1) The following account is bas~d primarily on Hitler, llcin Kamof,
chapters VITI, IX, and XI, and on Johann von Loers, Kurgzgefasste
Geschichte des Nationalsozialismus, prblished with the approval
of the Party official Tixamination Commission for the Protection
of NS Litorature, Bielef~1d and Leipzig 1933, Additional
evidenee can be found in the facsimilcs of Party posters in
the Houghton ifflin edition of HMcin Kampf.
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Vhercas the original group renortrdly consisted of only
seven mcmbers, the Party membeship rose aceording *o the
official Partr statisticsi)to 849,009 in Jamary 1933, prior
to the installation of the Nazi Government. In 1935, thec Party
counted 2,493,890 members, 5.2 por cent of whom heé join-d
prior to 14 Scptember 1930, and 28.8 por cent from 14 Septomber
1930 to 30 January 1933, the dav of the establisi:ment of the
Nazi Government, Thz Part- participated for th first time in
the Lrichstag clections in 1924, when it obtaincd 32 s ats or
6.5 per cent of tha: total vote; in 1932, in th:s last frec clcction,
it obtained 196 scats or 33.1 per cent of the total votc.

Beginning in 1921 with the establishmont of the Sturm

Lbteilungen (S&), the Part - found @& numcrous formations and
2) ‘
affiliated and sunervised orgzanizations vhich, aftcr the scizure

of poticr, covirad all ficldsof public life (political, < conomic,

cultural, militarv, otc.).

e e

1) Portei Statistik, cd. Der Reichsorganisationsl-itcr do III4P,
1935, vol. 1, p. 12-13,

2) Sce tre Tar Crinvs paprr Pri cipal llazi Organizations Involved
in the Commission of Jar Crimes", R&A Report Ho. 3113

£
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Prior to 1933, the most active of these organizations were the
SA (established in 1921) and the SS (established 1923 and
reorganized in 1925), para-military organizations which were the
chief instruments in the terroristie activity of the NTDAP, }/
After the seizure of power on 30 January 1933, the NSDA?
was nade the sole political party in Germany and "the sole bearer
of the German,state idea". 2/ At the same time, personal
identity was established between the Party leadcrship and,
holdcrs of key positions in the Government; Hitler as the
Leader of the Party became Chancellor of the Reich; General von
Blomberg, Divisional Cormander of the Reichswchr, joined the
Hitler government as “Jar Hinister, and thc Party cstablished
control over all sphercs of business, culture and sducation,
Totalitarian control over all nedia of public opinion and
communication was centralized in the Reich finistry of Propaganda
and Popular ZInlightenment, headed by Gocbbels. From 1933-3L
onward, totalitarian amalgamation betwscn the NSDAP and the

Government drevailed throughout the territory of the Reiches 3/

1/ Cee below, sec. IV, A, ,

2/ La for Safeguarding the Unity of Party and State, 1 .
December 1933, Reichsgesctzblatt 1933, I, p-523,

3/ Sec V ¢ below,
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B. The Kev Figures

Tte persons who, during th: time of tho formulation »f
the Partr progran, and during the building up of tho basie
organizational structure (roughly 1920-23), nlay~d the decisive
nart in the NEDAP were, in addition to Hitler: 1/

Hermann Lsser, chicf editor of the Volkische Beobachter,
(VE) in 1920

Dictrich Ickart, chicf cditor of the VB in 1921 (togcther
with Alfred Roscnberg)

ILudolf ilcss, who joined the NSDEP in Jur: 1020

L1fred Rosenbrrg, chicf editor of the VB 1921 (togother
with Tictrich Tckart)

lax Amann, Goschaftsfuhrcr of tho NST'AP in 1021

Gottfried Fedrr, political lccturcr in 1919-20, =id
official commontator of the Party nrogranm

Wilh«1ln Frick, Hitler's protector in the ihndch Police
Directoratc in 120-23

This group of k¢ party men was latcr joincd by others
who became Hitler's close advis:rs and collaborators - notably

.. YT Yile
Goring, Gocbbels, Himml:r, Bormann, Iibbrntron, ctec.

;/ Based chiefly on Das Loutsche Fﬁhrcrlox;kon 1©34-35, and
other nrartr-approved biographics; also icin Kamnf, Of thesc
persons, Dictrich Eckart dicd in 1623, and Gottfried Foder
recoond into the background, but all th: othors obtain:d
1l ading positions in thc Party or in the Erich Gov: roment

aftor the seizure of pover,
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After the scizurc of power, it may be said that asid~ from Hitler,
members of the following grouns were mainly responsible for the
forrmlation and execution of Party »olicy: 3/

the Rcichsleiter of the NEDLP

the heads of the Reichsdicnststellcn of the NETAP

the Gaulciter

the heads of the formations, and affiliated and sunervised
organizations

This papcr docs not attempt to fasten rosvonsibility for
the instigation and exccution of snceific war erimms on any
speeific individuals, groupns, or orgrnizations. However, the
fact that the objectivos of the NEDAP were publicly - stated, and
that every Party member was obligeted to know and to fight for
the realization ~f these objectives (see II D 1 and 2 below),
makes every member of the NSTAP who voluntarily joined the Party
co-reosponsiblc, The sane holds true for the affiliated and sunorvised
organizations.

Lfter the scizurce of power and the comnlete =malgemation
between NSTAP and Government (see V C below) unéor liazi control,
thc obj etivas of the NST.P beoeeme also those of *he Gorman |

Government.,

Sec the Var Crimes nrner "Principel Pazi Orgnrizations
Involved in the Commission of Va» Crires," RE&EA Report #3113,
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From this time onward, therefore, the leading government
authorities share responsibility with the Nazi Party.

C. Objectives

The objectives of the NSDAP are to be found in the
following sources:
1. The program of the NSDAP, the so-called 25 Points (1920),

it

The progran was declared "unchangesble" (unablnderlich)

by the Uemneral rleeting ol Party program on 22 key 1926, 1/

After the seizure of power, the official Nationalsozialistisches

Jehrbuch called the Party program the "fundamental political law

ofwthe“state."_g/

2, Hitler's book liein Kampf, written in 1924,

3. DBooks, pamphlets, articlcs, and speechcs by leading persons
in the NSLDAP and its affiliated organizations, such as
the persons mentioned above.

4, Articlcs in the press of the WSDAP, chiefly the Vglgjsghg

Beobachter and its subsidiaries; ulso the /ngriff, and the

Stlirmer.,

1/ Gottfried Feder, Das Programm der NSDAP. liunchen 1933, p. 20.
2/ ndited in collaberation with the Reichsleitung of the HSDAP
by Reichsleiter Phillip Buuhler; 1838 ed, p. 148.
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5. The evidence brought forth in the trials for high treason

aga? 7t Hitler and others in 1924 and 1930, 1/

The Program of the NSDAP (1920) contained the chief elements

of the Nazi plan for domination and conquest:

a. Incorporation of all Germens into a Greater German
Reich (point 1).

b, Abolition of the peaee treaties of Versailles and
St. Germain (point 2).

c. Demand for "land and soil (colonies) (point 3). 2/

d. Racial discrimination snd anti-Scmitism (point 4).

e. Fight against the democratic-parliamentary system (point 6).

f+ Rearmament (point 22),

The text .of the Party Program is appended (Appendix E).

3/

2/

Files on thesec trisls should be secured in Munich and Leipzig
from the courts concerned: Pecople's court of Munich, District

One; Decision Rendercd on 1 April 1924; and Supreme Reichsgericht

at Leipzig; Filc number, 12 V. 10/1930; also to be found in
Dic Justiz, Vol, 6, January 1931, A4lso to bc examined are
documecnts published by thc Investigating Commission of the
Bavarien Diet on the Hitler Putsch, and Hitler und Vahr, die
bayerischen Napoleonsgrossen yon 1923, edited by the
Landesauschusse  of ‘the Social Democratic Party of Bavaria,
Munich; part I, 1928; part II, 1928.

Though this point did not refer to claims for "land and soil"

in Furope at the time of the program's formulation, it was later

interpreted to meen this. At any rate, point one adequately
covered the demand for Lgcbensraum,
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In point of frct, the objcctivrs of thc NSDAP were much
‘more far-reaching than the bricf and ear«ful formulztions of the
Program indicate., This bcecomes cloar if they are tales in
conjunction with the other sources enumeratcd in II ¢ above,
Viewed in this context, and in the light of the activitics of
the NSDiP from 1920 to the scizurc of power, the objectives mey
be dnscribed as follows:

n. Overthrou of the established democratic-parlinmentary
gov-rnment of Gorma ¥ by nll means, legel and illeg-l.,

b. Establishment of a totalitarian Nazi dictatorship with
complete elimiration of all politicel, ideologiczl,
religious, racizl and othir opnosition, =and with the
abolition of ecivil rightg and 1ibertics.

c, Full-fledged rearmament of Germany and systematic
prepaeration for war in 21l firlds of social, economic,
end culturel life,

d. Usec of the now militnry foreo for incorporating foreign
territory into the German Reich and occupyring more territory

for the German "living space,"
The fact tiat the NHEDLP hag those objectives, and thot
thoy were systematically exccuted through the use of forece, -
violencc, and other unlawful means, 17ill be demonstrated in the

following chapters,
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D. Specizl Charactoristics

1. The leadership Princinle,

The NSDLP was organizcd according to the "leadership

principle%:. "The Eﬁhrmr idea is the basis for the organizetion

of the Party." 1/ This meant that the Partr was governed and
administercd by the authority of the EﬁhEﬁE’ whose decrces, orders,
snd dccisions werae the supreme law of the Party simply by virtue
of the fact that they emanated from him., 4s it was offieirlly
stetedg "The will of the Fllhror is the supreme law in the Party," 2/
Tho will of the Eﬁh{g{_involvos not only absolutc authority, which
ad to be obeyed unquestioningly, but. also infellibility. "The
Flihrer is always right" said the first of the Commandments for

the National Socialist, 3/ The Partr Program, given by the Eﬂhxgr,
had, for every member, the authority of e dogma: "The Program
shall bc a dogma to vou: it demands of wvou the utmnst devotion

to the Movement." 4/

1/ Organisationsbuch der NSDAP, cd, the Reichsorganisationsleiter

deor NSDAP, Zeontralverlag der NSDAP, Funich 1943, n. 14.

2/ .:Ibid. p. 146,
3/ Ibid, p. 7.

4/ Ibid,
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While the lcadership principle assured the binding
naturc of Hitler's statements and declarutions for the aims
and policics of the entire Party and, through it, for the
cntirc movemcnt, the samc principle established the full
responsibility of all individual *sub-leaders" within the
province and jurisdiction of their office or position. 1/,
For the leadership principle applied not only to Hitler as
the supreme leader, but also to oll thc various sub-leadcrs
under him, and thus permcated the entire Nazi hierarchy, The
various Hoheitstriger of the Party were, in their respective
provinces, thomsclves Fuhroer vvery Political Leader

(Politischer Leiter) was a"political Fuhrer®’ 2/ and the

entire Party was an Order of Leuaders (Eﬁhgorordcn).S/’ The
National Socialist idea of leadership presupposcd a "full
feeling of responsibility"” 4/ in every leader. By the same
token, every leader was vosted with full authority in his

province (Hoheitsgebiet):

1/' For a full cxposition of the 'leadership principle" see

the War Crimes paper on "The Leadership Principle, in German-

Law end its Significance in Assigning Responsibility for
War Crimes," R&A Report No. 3110,

2/' Organisationsbuch der NSDAP, loc. cit., p. 14

3/ Ibid., peosse

4/ 1Ibid. p. 87.
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"The Hoheitstrdger, for example, is superior (Vor-
gesetzter) to all Political Leaders in his Hoheits-
gebiet. He possesses in every respect unconditional
authority (unbedingte Anordnungsgewalt) with regard
to them." 1/

However, this does not free the sub-leaders from the obliga-

tion of unconditional obedience to the Flihrer:

"All Political Leaders are to be considered (gelten)
as appointed by the Fllhrer and are responsible to
him," 2/ —

but

-

"They enjoy full authority over those below," 3/

2. Advocacyof Direct Action,

The NSDAP differed from most politieal parties by
the fact that it bound its members much more closely to the
principles and objectives of the Party, and that it was in
all its parts geared to direct action, endorsing illegal
and unlawful action whenever such was deemed necessary to
promote the Party's goals,

As to the first, Hitler's llein Kempf, in laying down

the organizetional principles of the NSDAP, 4/ contrasted
it with the "bourgeois parties" in that all members of the

NSDAP were bound to fight actively for the aims of the

1/ Ibid. p. 17

2/ Ibid. .p, 14

3/ Tbid.

4/ Volume II, chapter I, and passim,
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Pirty, to "stand up for themland to sprcad them," to
"exchange the slogan of a weak and cowardly defense with
the battle cory of courageous and brutal attack." Accoré-
ingly, Hitler distinguished sharply between mere "follow=-
ers" and actual "members," and reserved membership only

for the most valuable and reliable candidates. By the same
token, membership in the Party was, at least up to 1933-1934,
entirely voluntary (as it was for the SA and SS), and the
members formed "a definitely limited, tightly organized
political community of believers and fighters, uniform in
spirit and will power...." 1/

That the NSDAP was a party of direct action follows
almost inevitably from its fundamental opposition to the
democratic-parliamentary system. 2/ The party did not
recognize the democratic processes as binding and used them
only as an instrument for boring from within and for en-
hancing its opportunitics for Nazi propaganda, 3/ For the
same¢ reason, the Perty leadership epenly cndorsed the illegal

struggle against the established government, and made exten-

1/ Ibid, loc. cit. p. 576 £, - Additional evidence is to be
Tourd ~in: Robur? MW, Kg@gggr, Nazi Subyersive Organi-

zation, Past and uture; 1C5 T HTET X CT O A
Settlement, no. A=Z, oU October 1943, pp. 17-22.

2/ See Chapter III below,
3/ See Ibid IV A,
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sive use of unlawful means. 1/

E. Early Supporters

l. The Reichswehr.

That Hitler worked as a polit ical agent of the
Reichswehr as early as 1919 is demonstrated by his own ac-

count in Mein Kempf. There he relates that in May 1919,

while doing service in the Reichswehr, he "was summoned
to join a commission for the examination of the events of
the revolution in the Sccond Infantry Regiment," 2/ He
was reportedly instrumental in singling out the "red"
soldiers for execution, A little later, he says theg:
"One day I received orders from my hcadquarters (von
der mir vorgesetzten Dienststelle) to find out what
was behind an apparently political society which,

under the name of 'German Workers' Party', intended
to hold a meeting on one of the following days..." 3/

This is confirmed by the short biogrephical note on

Hitler in Cuno Horkenbach's, Das Deutsche Reich von 1918

bis Heute, edited with the help of "Reich a d State

Authorities" in 1935; which describes him as

"antil 1920 in the Reichswehr, entrusted with the
functions of a Bildungsoffizier" (officer for

1/ See Ibid., IV A and the war crimes paper "The Attitude of
the NSDAP toward Political Terror," R&A Report #3114,1

2/ looc. oite, pe 279
3/ Ibid., p. 2081
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political training). 1/

From that time on until 1933, the relations between
the Army and the NSDAP were veiled in secrecy; and after
1923 the Reichswehr withdrew officially from politics, and
its open reunion with the Nazi movement took place only
after Hitler's seizure of power. 2/

2. The Free Cerps

The Free Corps were pura-military orgunizations which
sprang up at the end of the First World War., They did not
recognize the stipulations of the Trcaty of Versailles and
fought a private war on thelir own in order to retain the
old Germen frontiers, ¢specially in the East. They were,
moreover, violently opposed to the democratic government
of the Weimar Republic and engaged in a bitter terroristic
campaign agzinst its supporters. 3/ The Free Corps were
thus in their basic objectives in agrecment with those
of the early Nazi movement; many of the Free Corps leaders,

indeed, later became prominent in the Party. 4/

1/ Berlin, 1935, p. 958
2/ See V' ,C belows

3/ See below 1V A,and the war crimes paper on "The Attitude
of the NSDAP Toward Political Terror,'" R&A Report No.
3114.1, and "The Pattern of Illegal Anti-Democratic
Activity in Germeny after the last War; the Frce Corps, ™
R & A Report 1934,2

4/ 1Ibid,
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3. The Industrialists.

The point at which influential industrial circles
started to support the NSDAP is still unclear. By 1923,
however, contact between the Party and one of the most
importent industrial combines of Germany had already been
established, and financial contributions were forthcoming.
This is the testimoney of the magnate, Fritz Thyssen. He
relates that, in 1923, he met General Ludendorff, who told
him that the NSDAP was the only party capable of accom-
plishing "national recovery," Thyssen writes:

"I followed his advice. 1 attended several public
meetings organized by Hitler. It was then that I
realized his oratorical gifts and his ability to lead
the masses. What impressed me most, however, was

the order that reigned in his meetings, the almost
military discipline of his followers," 1/

A few days later, Thyssen met Hitler personally in

the presence of Ludendorff:

"Ludendorff and Hitler agreed to undertake a military
expedition against Saxony in order to depose the
Communist government of Dr, Zeigner. The ultimate

aim of the proposed expedition was to overthrow the
Weimar democracy, whose weakness was leading Germany
into anarchy.

Funds were lacking.,,. He (Ludendorff) had already
solicited and obtained the help of several industrial-
ists, particularly that of Herr lMinnoux of the

Stinnes firm. For my part, I gave him about one

1/ Fritz Thyssen, § Paid Hitler, New York and London,
1941, p. 111
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hundred thousand gold marks. This was my first
contribution to the National Socialist Party," l/
This testimony of Thyssen's also confirms the fact

that the overthrow of the established demecratic government
by force was the avowed aim of the NSDAP, and that certain
industrialists actively supported this aim. That financial
support by heavy industry continued during the following
years and that contact was maintained between the NSDAP
and the Rhenish-Westphalian Coal Syndicate is indicated in
another statement by Fritz Thyssen. According to Thyssen,
in 1928 Rudolf Hess approached him
"on the initiative of old Geheimrat Kirdorf, for
many years the director general of the Rhenish-West-
phalian Coal Syndicate, with whom I was on friendly
terms. Hess explained to me that the Nazis had
bought the Brown House and had great difficulty in
paying for it. I placed Hess in possession of the
required funds on conditions which, however, he has
never fulfilled.," 2/

It is noteworthy that, in 1928, Thyssen was Chairman of the

Board of Vereinigte Stahlwerke, the greatest German steel

combine. Thyssen furthermore states that"Kirdorf had been

s member of the National Socialist Party long before me." 3/

1/ 1Ibid., p.113-114, In view of the scantiness of informa-
tion on the relstions between heavy industry and the NSDAP
during the early period, an interrogation of Fritz Thyssen
on this point would be of utmost importance.

2/ Ibid,, Paeilfs

3/ 1Ibid.
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Contributions on a large scale by German industry
to the NSDAP, however, were probably not made before 1932;

they are discussed in- IV B below,

ITI. THE M.STER PLAN AND THE ST..GES OF ITS EXECUTION

The execution of the Nazi program necessitated the
development of a comprehensive plan covering domestic as
well as foreign policy, activities in Germany as well as
in foreign countries.

When the Nazis began their activity shortly after
the end of the first World War, they were faced with a
parliamentary-democratic German government committed to the
fulfillment of the Treaty of Versailles. The majority of
the German population, morcover, supported the Government
and was set against a foreign policy of aggressive expan-
sion, Consequently, in order to be able to achievc their
goal, the Nazis had to begin by overthrowing the democratic-
parliamentary govermment of thc Weimar Republic. More$ver,
since a great part of the German population remained op-
posed to the Nazi program, and since the realization of the

program required the total mobilization of Germany, the

Nazis had to strive for the establishment of a totalitarian
dictatorship. The struggle against thc democratic-parlia-
mentary government end the fight for a totalitarian dictator-
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ship were therefore the first stage of the execution of the
Nazi master plan. This stage was completed in 1933, Aifter
the Na,i government had been installed in power in 1933, it
had to establish totalitarian control over all spheres of
public and priviate life, for the preservation of democratic
rights and liberties was incompatible with its authoritarian
philosophy «nd with its determination to stay in power.
This stage of the master plan involved the elimination of
the entire political, ideological, racial, and religious
opposition, unlimited control over all media of communica-
tion, over education and welfare, over the entire machinery
of administration, «tc. This task was carried out during
the first years of the Nazi regime.

With the es*ablishment of totalitarian control over
Germany and the elimination of all opposition, the Nazis
concentreted on "sll-out" preparation for the war of ag-
gression., This preparation took place on at least three
levels:

a. 1ideologically: the development of the conception

of Lebensraum end of the racial superiority of

the Germens;
b. militarily: +the building up of the German Wehr-

macht in all its branches, and the transformation
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of the entire national economy into a war economy;

Ce. politically, economically, culturally; infile
tration and Fifth Column activity in foréign
countries,

Germany's new war potential was then systematically
tested by open military action: in the Rhineland occupation,
Spain, austria, Czechoslovskia,

After these tests had proved successful, the Nazi
Government in 1939 lasunched the European war. The master
plan reached its final stage with the conquest of the

greatest part of the European Lebensraum for Germany; the

conquered territories were transformed into parts of the
German living space and ruthlessly exploited and despoiled
for the benefit of the German war machine and in the inter-
ests of permenent German domination of the continent,

In one of his surveys of the history of the Nazi
movement, Hitler himself described the above outlined four
stages'of the Master plan as the four great tasks of the
Nezi regime: 1/

"Teask No. l=- By the solution of soci:ul problems,

1/ Speech of 30 Jamary 1944, English translation as broad-
cast by Berlin on the same date. (FCC;Daily, Special
Report,31l January 1944,)
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the Reich had again to acquire its lost internal

social peace; thut is, the e¢lements of class cleavage--
the bourgeeisie and the proletariat--had to be
eliminated in 2ll their manifestations, and in their
place a national community set up. The appeal to
reason had to be supplemented with a ruthless elimina-
tion of the viciously resisting elements in all camps,

"Task No. 2--The social-political unity of the Hation
was to be supplemented by national-pelitical unity;
that is, in place of the Reich body rent asunder not
only politically but also in its st.tehood, the Nation-
al Socialist unified State had to arise, with a
structure and with o leadership squipped to face and
withstand even the grestest trials of attack and
pressure.,

“Task No, 3=--The unificd State built upon national
and politicalfoundations had the task of immediately
creating that Wehrmacht which in its intellectual
outlook =nd moral attitude, its numerical strength,
and in its material armement could servc as a
satisfactory instrumcnt in the tasks of self-asser-
tion. after the rest of the world had rcjocted all
German offers for the limitation of armaments, the
Reich had to fashion its own armament =ccordingly.

"Task No, 4--In order to be able at all to maintain
her position in Europe with a chance of success,
there was necessary the incorporation of all those
countries which are¢ populated by Germans or which
constitute sreas beclonging to the German Reich for
morc than a thousand yeurs and which are territories
indispensuble nationally and economically, for the
preservation of the Reich, that is, for its political
and militury defense,"

The execution of the master plan involved on all
stages the use of force, violence, and other unlawful means,
This followed in 2 general way from the principles of Nazi

philosophy, which re¢jected pacifism, humanitarianism, and
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democratic values as decadent cowardice, and which proclaimed
the natural right of the strong and of the sword. The use

of force and other unlawful means was furthermore necessi-
tated by:

l. The outspoken aim of the Nazi movement of replacing
the democratic-partiamentary system by a Nazi dic-
tatorship (documentation below in Ch., IV);

2. The outspoken aim of eliminating all opposition ruth-
lessly and with all available means (documentation
below in Ch. V, A.);

3. The outspoken aim of disregarding "artificial" national
frontiérs and of carrying out Nazi propaganda and
activities in foreign countries (documentation be-
low Ch. VI, B.);

4, The declared Nazi policy of treating occupied terri-

tories as parts of the German Lebensraum and of

mobilizing them_totally for the German war machine

(documentation below, Ch VII,),

There are, moreover, nﬁmerous statements by respone
sible Nazi leaders explicitly endorsing the use of force and

other unlawful means (quoted below, passim),
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IV. THE OVERTHROV OF THE DEMOCRATIC-PARLIAMENTARY GERMAN
GOVERNMENT AND THE FIGHT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
NAZI DICTATORSHIP

In order to conquer new German living space, the
Nazis had first to seize power in Germany and to prepare
Germany for the event of war:

"For oppressed countries will not be brought back

into the bosom of the common Reich by means of fiery

protcsts, but by o mighty sword, To forge this sword
is the task of the domestic political leadership of

a people;y to guard the work of forging and te seck

comrades in erms is the task of the foreign policy

leadership." 1/

The domestic policy of the Nagzis was thus the first
stage in their foreign policy of aggression and conquest,
This policy involved the overthrow of the established demo-
cratic-parliamentary government of the Weimar Republic by

a Nazi dictatorship,

A. Political Terror against the Democratic Government

The German state as it was established after the
downfall of the monarchy was a parliamentary democracy. With-
in the framework of this democracy, preparation for the
establishment of German suprcmacy over Europe was impossible
because of opposition from the democratic parties, which

were committed to a policy of peaceful intern.tional coopera-

1/ Hitler, Mein Kampf, Houghton Mifflin edition, Boston
1939, p. 891
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tion, and to fulfillment of thec Versailles Treaty or its
revision by legal and peaceful means. As the election figures
from 1919 to Hitler's rise to power show, the anti-militarist
and anti-expansionist parties were consistently backed by
the majority of the population,
Under these circumstances, the removel of the demo-
cratic-parliamentary government was the precondition for
the attainment of the goals of Nazism.
"From the very first day the watchword was: unlimited
struggle against Berlin,.,.One thing was certain:
Lossow, Kahr, end Seisser had the same goal that we
had: to get rid of the Reich government with its
present international and parliomentary position and
to replace it by an anti-parlismentary government." 1/
That destruction of the Weimar Constitution and of
the parliamentary system was the goal of the Nazi movement 2/
was established by the People's Court of Munich, District 1,
on 1 april 1924, after reviewing the evidence produced at
the trial of the Nazi leaders for the unsuccessful Hitler

putsch of November 1923, After the putsch, the goal remained

the same.

1/ Hitler's speech before the Munich court, 26 February 1924
(My New Order, New York 1941, p. 74, 75).

2/ Cited in: Robert M. W. Kempner, Nazi Subversive Or-
ganization ~ Past snd Future, Studies of Migration and
Settlement, No. A-2. Administrative Series, 30 October
1943, p. 73.
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In 1927, for example, Wilhelm Frick declarcd that:

"our next goal still remains the conquest of the

political power of the stute; it is the prerequisite

for the realization of our ideals." 1/

The "unlimited" struggle of the Nazis was directed
against the democratic-parliamentary system as such, because
this system everywhere stood in the way of the dictstorial
leadership and control which was the aim of thc Nazi movement:

"The character of the parliament,..obstructs this

unifying leadershipse.” sess' 80 the first act of

ennihilation must be directed against the Jewish-

democratic parliamenterism.” 2/

"The parliamentury system is nothing more than a

state-sanctioned nuisance and a Jewish racket. Do

you know the differecnce between the parliamentarian
system and the skin of a sausage? Both are only

fi4 for a cat." 3/

Gottfried Feder, the officiul interpreter of the Hazli Party
program, stated that:

"the nuisance of the parlismentarian-democratic right
to vote will be swept away." 4/

"The National Socialists long for the day when the

1/ Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch 1927,p.124(quoted in
Kempner, loc. cit,.,, p. 62.)

2/ Heinz Heake (Reich Inspector of the NSDaP, SA Obergruppen-
fuhrer , Londeshauptmann Rhine land) Nationalsozizalistisches
Jehrbuch 1925, p. 167 (quoted ibid., p. 61).

3/ Albert Roth,Nazi Reichstag Deputy, 1929 (quoted ibid.,p.63).

4/ Nationalsozinlistische Bibliothek,Booklet No. 1l(quoted ibid.).
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well-known lieutenant with his ten men will put an
inglorious but well-deserved end to this infernal
sham (the parliament) and will open the way for a

racial dictatorship." &/

In his booklet Der Nazi-Sozi, Goebbels openly claimed

the right of the Nazi movement to seize the statepower and to

shape the state by dictatorial force:

"History is replete with examples showing that a young
and determined minority has always been sble to over-
throw the rule of a2 corrupt and disintegrated majority,..
Thus it will be with us. Once we have conquered the
state, the state is ours. Then shall we, and we alone,
be responsible bearers of the state....Then, by dicta-
torial force, we will reshape the state according to

our principles." 2/

The Nazi party units were to be trained systematically

"in the nature of dictatorship" for the day of the seizure

of power.For example,in the official collection of organiza-

tional circulars published by the Gau Headquarters of Greater

Berl in, there appears the following statement:

"The Party, or rather its units, must be the school
through which he (the National Socialist) must pass

to obtain practical training in the nature of the dicta-
torship, so thut he can begin the real work on the day
that power is won,' 3/

Wilhelm Frick at the Nazi Party Convention at Nurnberg
1927 (quoted ibid., p. 85),

P. 16 (quoted in Kempner, loc. cit., p. 91-92).

Quoted ibid., p. 107.
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Hitler's emphasis on the "unlimited character" of the

struggle against the established form of govermment indicates

the endorsement of force and other unlawful means, Such en=-

dorsement was repeatedly proclaimed by the Nazi leadership:

"We are not afraid to engage in political activities,

~though we be condemned us illegal,” 1/

"Should the Party be prohibited, then we shall continue
to work illegally." 2/

"e--to prepare the downfall of this order and to
overthrow it by all available means, " 3/

"Just as Mussolini exterminated the Murxists in Italy,
so must we slso succeced in accomplishing the sume
through dictatorship and terror." 4/

"Fight deily end, if it be necessary, on the barri-
cades. This fight will be fought with machine guns,
mines, and grenades." 5/

"Adolph Hitler does not leave us the least bit of
uncertainty when he says -- In this fight heads will
roll in the sand, either theirs or ours. Therefore

we must sce that it is the heads of others that roll..."

6/

NS Press Korrespondenz no. 35 (quoted in Kempner,p. 38 f.)

Ibid.

Hitler, Mein Kampf, 2nd German edition (quoted ibid,,p.73).

Wilhelm Frick (quoted ibid., p. 86)
Robert Ley, 1 May 1928 (quoted ibid., p. 101).

Nationalsozianlistische Briefe, vol. 4, 15 May 1929

(quoted ibid,, p. 105-6).
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After the failure of the Hitler putsch of 1923, the
Nazi leadership officially abandoned the endorsement of
illegal means and oriented the strategy and tactics of the

movement on legality. However, the Nazi leadership openly

declared that they would use the legal rights and liber-
ties granted to the opposition by the democratic state only

in order to undermine and destroy this state, This was
brought out specifically when the Nazis decided to enter

parliament and to work as a parliamentary party:

"We enter parliament in order to supply ourselves,
in the arsenal of democracy, with its own weapons.
We become members of the Reichstag in order to pars-
lyze the Weimar sentiment with its own assistance.
If democracy is so stupid as to give us free tickets
end per diem for this "blockade" (Barendienst), that
is its own affair." 1/

"We do not come as friends, nor even as neutrals, We
come as enemies: LAs the wolf bursts into the flock,

so we come." 2/

Actually, the terroristic struggle waged by the Nazi

Party continued throughout the period of the Weimar Republic

1/ Goebbels, Der Angriff; hufslitze aus der Kampfzeit,
1956,--p+. 7TXs

2/ 1Ibid., p. 73, Sce also pp. 47-48. Also Wilhelm Frick,
Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch, 1927, p. 124 (Kemp-
ner p. 62, 84-85),
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(see documentztion below, V). It should be noted thut the
stotements on the use of violence and terroristic means quoted
above refer to the period after 1923. /And as letc as 1932
Hitler declared:

"If the present regime does not meke way for us, we
will remove it." 1/

Indeced, the history of the Hazi movement was, from its
inception, a chronicle of all forms of terrorj murders,
street bzttles, assaults, blackmail, ctc. 2/ It waged its
terroristic fight chiefly with organized bands of the Nazi
Party and its affiliated para-military organizations. The
first reservoir of the Nazi movement was the so-called Free
Corps, armed organizations which sprang up immediately after
the end of the first World War and which fought a brutal war
of their own, not only against the frontier regulations of the
Treaty of Versailles but also against the democratic forces in
Germany. The criminal history of the Nazi movement begins

with the Feme murders committed by these Free Corps; many of the

persons involved in these murders subsequently became prominent

Nazi leaders, and the ratio of former Free Corps leaders in

the Nezi hierarchy was very high,

1/ Munich, 23 January 1932 (Hitler's Speeches, ed.Baynes,p.164).

2/ For documentury evidence of the terroristic activity of the
Nezi movement during the period of the Weimar Republic, see
the War Crimes paper, R&:\,Report No. 3114: "The sttitude
of the NSDAP Toward Political Terror"
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On 3 August 1921, Hitler established the first of his
own para-military organizations, the SA. Its avowed task was
to make the NSDAP "the master of the street": 1/

"Possession of the street is the key to the state power --
that was what the SA marched and fought for."

In 1923, the SA was reorganized into a military unit

et

(Wehrverband), to be mobilized for "active resistance against

foreign domination" (in the Ruhr territory, then occupied by

the French), 2/ After the Hitler putsch of November 1923, the

Reich Commissar for Bavaria, Von Kahr, prohibited the SAi, but
it continued to exist.illegally:" 3/
Pfeffer von Salomon, then the Supreme Leader of the SA,
defined the organization in 1928 as follows:
"The SA is the militant force of the lMovement; it is
the personification of the will to power of a political
organization." 4/
The famous line of the Horst Tlessel Song, the official Party

anthem -~ "Clear the street for the Brown Battalions" =-- epito-

1/ Ernst Bayer, Die SA., Berlin 1938, pp, 9, 11l.
2/ 1bid. R

G/ -Ibid:, p. 10,

4/ Quoted in: Kempner, loc. cit., p. 160,
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mizes the function of the SA as the terroristic shock troops in
the fight for the establishment of the lazi dictatorship. The

same function for the Eé'is indicated in the statement of Curt

von Ulrich, its Inspector General, to the effect that the

present rulers will disappear overnight

"when our day comes: free the streets for the Brown
Battalions, free the streets for the Storm Troopers.” 1/

The other chief terroristic organization of the Nazi

movement was the S5. Its nucleus was the Stosstrupp Hitler

(Assault Troop Hitler), 2/ founded in 1923; its designation

indicates its function. Prohibited in 1923, the SS was re-

cstablished in 1925 as Schutz Staffeln (Protective Guards); 3/

together with the SA, it "Protected" Nazi meetings and demon-

strations during the following years., O0fficial Hazi sources

1

described the SS as an "cver-reliable troop, an elite troop of

the Party," as an "instrument of uanconditional utilization

(Binsatzm8glichkeit) for the Fuhrer," 4/ and as the “political

ideological fighting league (weltanschauliche FKampfbund) of the

1/ 1929, quoted ibid., p. 164. The SA is discussed in detail

~  in the War Crines paper on the Nazi Party and its Lffiliated
Organizations (R&A Report 3113.7),

2/' Gunter d'Alquen, Die SS. Geschichte, Aufgabe und Organisation..,

~  ed. by commission of the Reichsfuhrer SS, Berlin 1939, p. 6.

3/ Ibldu, Pe Ts

2/ Tbid., pp.8 and 11.
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Party." 1/ According to the same sources, the first task of
the SS was

"the protection of the Fuhrer and of the speakers of
the Party from bodily attacks by political cnemies." 2/

After Hitler's rise to power, the S5 developed as the Zi_
2
leading and privileged elite organization of the Party and was
everywhere, inside and outside the Reich, entrusted with the
ruthless execution of Nazi terroristic policies. Ey/

That the Nazis actually carried out their terroristic
fight against the democratic-parliamentary government, and that
they actually used in this fight violence, murder, assault, and
other unlawful means, is established by:

1. the court findings in the trial before the IMunich People's

Court against Hitler and others for high treason (1924);

2. the court findings in thc trial before thc Reichsgericht

against the Ulm Reichswehr officers (1930, file 12 J 10.1930);
3. the court findings in the trials against various indivi-

dual Nazis, some-of which are quoted in R%A Report No. 3114.1,

1; Werner Best, Die Deutsche Polizéi, Darmstadt 1940, ,p. 85,
2/ 1Ibid.
3}’ For a more detailed discussion of the SS see the War Crimes
paper ¥Principal Nazi Organizations Involved in War Crimes
and their Policy-making Officials," R&A Report No. 6113,
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"the Attitude of the NSDAP toward Political Terror';

4, German press reports quoted in the same reoport.

B. Propaganda for Aggressive Dxpansion and Acquisition of llew
Living Space. -

The terroristic fight against the cstablished parlia-
mentary-democratic government in Germany was cxplicitly ticd up
by the Nazis with thc struggle against the Treaty of Versailles,
arainst "internntionalism"band "humanitarianism" cverywhere, and
with the propagation of a "fanatical nationalism" which was to
provide the "spiritual" ground for the policy of rearmament and
aggressive expansion. The link between the lNazis! domestic and
foreign policy becomes clear in Hitler's own words:

"In the first place, our people must be delivered
from the hopeless confusion of international convictions
and educated consciously and systematically to fanatical
notionalism « « « « Sccond, insofar as we educate our
people to fight against the delirium of democracy and
bring it again to the reccognition of authority and of
lcadership, we tear it away from the nonsense of par-
liamentarionism . « « Third, insofar as we deliver the
people from the atmosphere of pitiable bzlief in pos-
sibilities which lie outside the bounds of one's own
strength--such as the belief in reconciliation, under-
standing, world pcace, thc League of Nations, and in-
ternational solidarity--we destroy these ideas. There
is only onc right in the world and this right is one's
own strength." 3!/

Hitler openly declared that: “Ilfy program was to abolish

T/ Hitler, Munich, 22 Scptember 1928; " Volkischer Beobachter,
~ 23 Scptember 1928 (Hitler's Words, cdited by Gordon W.
Prange, 1944, p. 39 f.),
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the Treaty of Versailles," E}’ He declared that he was resolved
to use illegal means for the attainment of this goal in the
trial against the Reichswehr officers at Ulm in 1930. He
stated in reply to questions as to the methods he advocated

for the revision of the peacec treaty:

"I presume here that we have triumphed, Then we
shall fight against the treaties with all means, in-
cluding those which, in the view of the world, are
illegal." 2/

Hitler, moreover, made it clear that abolition of the
Treaty of Versailles would be only the first step in the im-

plementation of a plan for expansion beyond the German frontiers
of 1914:

"The frontiers of 1914 signify nothing at all for
the futurc of the Germen nation. They neither embodied
8 protection in the past, nor would they embody strength
for the future. The German nation will neither main-
tain its internal integrity through them, nor will its
sustenance be guaranteed by them, nor do these frontiers
apocar appropriate or even satisfactory from a military
viewpoint . . " 3/

The limits of German expansion were only vaguely de;;;;;‘Hﬁ\

by the Lebensraum to which the Nazis felt the Gorman race was

entitled.,

&/' Hitler, Berlin, 30 January 1941; Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung,

1 Fob. 1941 (Hitler's Words, ed. Gordon W. Prange, 1944, ». 216).
2/ Frankfurter Zeitung, 20 Septomber 1930.
ES/ Hitler, Mein Kampf, p. 947.
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Alfred Rosenberg defined the goal of Nazi foreign policy as

follows:

"To create . « o« room for the coming hundred million
Germans is the objective of National Socialist
foreign vpolicy." 1/

The geographical extent to which the new Lebensraum was to be

expanded was left open. However, it was made clear that the
living space claimed as German or Germanic would go beyond the

frontiers of 1914 (see Hitler's statement quoted above), that

it was to be
"a Nordic Burope, with a German Central Burope", 2/
and that in the

"ercat struggle for existence, for honor, freedom,

and bread on the part of such 2 creative nation as
Germany, no account can be taken of Polss, Czechs,
etc., who are as impotent as they arc devoid of values
and presumptucus. Thoey must bo pushed towards the
nast, so that the soil muy become free for cultivation
by Teutonic poeasant hands". &

—

To these definitions of the German living space must be
added the demands of the Party Program:

The union of all Germans into 2 Greater German Reich
(point 1), nand colonics (point 3).

1/ Alfrcd Rosenberg, Der Rcichsparteitag der NSDAP. Nurnbugg
=  1927; Munchen 1927, pp.37-8 (quoted in F. Schuman, The Nazi
Dictaotorship, 1939, n. 56).
2/ HKIfrcd Roscnberg, Der Mythus des 20, Jahrhunderts, Mfunich
1933, p. 642.
3/ Ibid., 1931, p. 662 (quoted in: Thus Spcoks Germany, ed,
— Toolc and Potter, Hew York 1941, p. 261).

e |
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according to Gottfried Feder's official interpretation, this
meant the

"establishment of a closed (geschlossenen) pational
state which comprises all German tribes (Stamme)",

including the Germans in the Sudetenland, Llsace-Lorraine, Poland,
Austria, and the Austrian succession states, 1/

In 1927, Alfred Rosenberg, Chief of the Department for

Foreign Policy of the NSDiP, published a pamphlet Der Zukunftswe&

einer deutschen Aussenpolitik (The Future Roud of German Foreign

Policy), This pamphlet, in conjunction with the statcments
quoted on the prcceding pages and with Werner Daitz' writings
discussed in VII below, demonstrates how closely the actual ox-
pansion and aggression of Nazi Germany followed preconceived
programs and ideas, Here is the translation of a few pertinent
paragraphs: _2/

"The German awakening must affirm (bejahen) folkish
imperialism for the German people insofar as living
space is necessary to make possible a healthy, strong
cxistence for the German people. In accordance with
geographic conditions this folkish imperialism must
take care that this living space is immediately con-
nected with the motherland and does not suffer the
same fate as the power efforts (lMachtbestrebunjen)

1/ Gottfried Feder, Das Programm der NSDAP, lunich, 1933, p. 40.
E/' L copy of the pamphlot, which was published by Franz Eher
in Munich, is available in the Library of Congress.
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of the Gorman Middle Aiges and the time of the Migration.

"With this rccognition that the German people, if it
does not want to perish in the true meaning of the word,
necds for itself and for its offspring land and soil of
its own, and with the second sober understanding that
this soil can no longer be conquered in Africa, but
must be opened up in Rurope and primarily in the east,
with this recognition the organic direcction of & German

foreign policy is established for centuries to come,! }/L"’J

"Formulated in a few words, the program is: the British
take over the protection of the white race in Aifrica,
in India, and in iustralia; North America undertakes
the protection of the white race on the imerican con-
tinent, Germany in the whole of Central Europe, in
closest alliance with Itely, which receives supervision
over the Western 'editerranean and the rulc of the
Adriatic, in order to isolate France and defeat the
French attempts to lead black .ifrica against white
Burope." 2/

"If we have understood that the abolition of the Polish
State is Germany's first desideratum, an alliance be=-
tween Kiev and Berlin and the establishment of a common
frontier becomes a folkis™ and political necessity for
a future German policy." ./

"From the point of view of internal policy, an alliance
with the rich southern Ukraine would yield great oppor=-
tunities for exporting German industrial and chemical
products....It suffices if the goals are envisaged by

a German politician; then ways and means will be found,
to support or to prepare the national Ukrainian
revolution against Bolshevik I'0scow, in order to create

conditions which guarantee Germany space, liberty, and
breflda " E/

P.
P.
P.
P.

20"'21-
85.
97.
38,
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Propa nda for abolition of the Treaty of Versailles,
for rcarmament, and for acquisition of new living space was
perhaps the chief appeal in the Nazi bid for dictatorial power.
The MNeazi leadership openly declarcd, as early as the 1920's,
that their aims would involve the usc of force and the waging

of war:

"The goal of foreign policy is the preservation of

a pecople's means of subsistencc; it is nothing clse
than the preservation of the 1life of a nation., The
path to this goal will, in the final analysis, always
be war, The means will be the might of the nation as
it is set up in its military organization, plus clever
political lcadership, which chooses the course of
policy wisely and then employs the means ingeniously.
any foreign policy, therefore, is linked up with the
power constituted in the nation; and a resourceful e
organization of this power, namcly, thc military,

oy

"It is impossible in the long run to carry out our
foreign policy without building up the army. If

this is not done, the result will always be negative.
It is the function of domestic policy to build up the
army as a means by which foreign policy can attain
its ultimate gonls. Domestic policy must follow lines
which make possible the cregtion of powerful armed __k
forces." 1 4

Nazi foreign policy, in short, like its domestic
program, was from the beginning » >dicated upon the use of force

and aggression:

1/' Hitler, Munich, 22 September 1928; Voelkischer Beobachter,
~  23-24 Scptember 1928 (quoted in: Hitler's Words, ed. Gordon
W. Prange, imerican Council on Public Affairs, 1944, p. 9 f.
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"There is no distinction between war and peace. Struggle
is ever prescnte... The final decision lies with the
sword. In the power of the sword lies the vital strength
of a nation., There is, thercfore, no difference between
domestic and foreign policy." 1/

Hitler professed ngain and agein his awareness of the fact that

the aims

of the Nazi movement would involve thc use of force and

violcnce against other nations:

follows;

"If this carth really has room cnough for all to live
in, then onc should give up the space that we need

for living. Ore will cci .2inly not like to do this,
Then, however, the right of sclf-preservation comes
into efiect; and what has beon denied to kindness will
have to be taken with the fist." 2/

"One had to make it clear to onesclf that this goal (the
acquisition of land in Burope) could be reached only
through fighting, and quietly to face the passage at
arms." 3/

"+sethe new Roich would again have to start marching
along tho rond of tho Knights of the Order of former
times to give, with the help of the German sword, soil
to the plow and daily bread to the nation," 4/

The e=ntirc conception was summed up by Goebbels =2s

"The only instrument with which onc can conduect foreign
policy is alonc and exclusively the sword," 5/

——

1/ Hitler, Munich, 2 May 1928; Voclkischer Beobachter, 4 May
1928 (quoted ibid., p. 9).

2/ Hitler, Mein Kempf, loc. cit., p. 179-180.

3/ [Tbid., Ps i

%/ 1bid., pp.182-183.

5/ TDor hngriff, 28 May 1931 (quoted in F. Schuman, The Nazi

Dictatorship, p. 129).
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Thus, even prior to 1933, the building up of a powerful .

army became the cornerstone of Nazi policy--an army which, in its
organization and strength would go far beyond the defensive force
which could be built up within the framework of the Versailles
Treaty:

"{e admit freely and openly that, if our movement

is victorious, we will be concerned day and night
with the question of how to produce the armed forces
which are forbidden us by tho peace treaty. Ve
solemnly confeoss that wo consider everyone a scoundrel
who does not try day and night to figure out a way to
violate this treaty, for we have never rccognized this
treaty.

"Wie admit, therefore, that as far as we are concerned
the German Army in its present form is not permanent.
For us it will serve only as a great cadre army, that
is, as a source of sergeants and officers. And in the
meantime we will be continuously at work filling in the
ranks. We will take every step which strengthens our
arms, which azugments the number of our forces, and which
increascs the strength of our pcople,

"ie confess further that we will dash anyone to picces
who should dare to hinder us in this undertakingese..

Our rights will be protected only when the German Reich
is again supported by the point of the Gorman dagger." 1/
The power of this army, 'nd not any legal rights or

international agreements, was to be the means by which the ex-

pansion of German soil was to be accomplished:

l/ Hitler, Munich, 15 March 1929,/Vﬁlkischor Beobachter,
— 17 March 1929 (quoted in: Hitler's Words, p. 11).
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"When nations are in need, they do not ask about legal
rights. There is then only onc question. Does a

people have the power to acquire the soil and territory
which it necds?" 1/

"If you do not give us space on this earth then we our- \
selves will take this space. That is why we are

National Socialists." 2/

In 1528, Hitler reiteratcd his carlier statemant that

the acquisition of new soil is to 30 far beyond any "revision

of frontiecrs" and declared that L. would have "enough energy"

to lead Germany to war for this goal:

"We admit that for us the future of Germany does not

lie in a mechanical rovision of frontiers. In such a

casc we would again be forced to rcly upon world trade,
which in turn would meke up competitors of four or five
other states. That is no futurc. The National Socialist
movenent extends far beyond the deceitiul level of such

2. philistine conception. It is the champion of that

idea which claims that if we do not acquire more soil

then we shall somce day perish., Ve pursuc no policy ——]
which will not sccure the existence of the poople for
all timc « « « o I believe that I have enough energy

to lead our peoplc to war, and not for the revision of
frontiers, but for the dcliverance of our people in the
most distant futurc, so that our pcoplc 2cquirc so much
territory that the sacrifice in blood con be returned ’
to posterity in fourfold measure.' 3/

One ycar before his accession to power, Hitler made his

"
famous speech at the Industry Club in Dusseldorf (27 January 1932),

Hitlor, Vilsbiburg (?) 6 March 1927; VBlkischcr Boobachter,
8 March 1927 (Ibide p. 17),
Hitler, lfunich, 9 4pril 1927; V#8lkischcer RBeobachter, 12 April
1927 (Ibid,, p. 18). b
Hitler, Tunich 23 May 1928; ¥ VBlkischcr Beobachter, 25 May
1928 (Ibid. p. 27 f; emphasis supplicd.)
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This specch, which was arranged by Fritz Thyssen, brought about,
according to Thyssen's own testimony, "the connecation between

Hitler and the entire body of Rhenish-Tiestphalian industrialists." 1A
The spcech established one of the most important links in the

Nazi master plan: it won over the leaders of German heavy indﬂstry

to the Nazi program by demonstrating to their satisfaction that

the only solution for Germany's economic and social troubles was

the restoration of her power position in the world, and that this

could be accomplished not by peaceful economic competition but

only by aggressive political and military meons:
"e « o it was not German business which conquered

the world and then came the deveclopment of German

power, ‘but in our case, too, it was the power state

(lischtstant) which created for the busincss world

the general conditions f°r its subsequent prosperity.

In my view it is to put the cart before the horse when

today peoplc belicve that by business methods they can,

for instance, rccover Germany's power-position instead s

of realizing that the power-position is also the

condition for the improvement of the economic -~

situation-, -» + o therc can be no economic life unless

behind this economic life there stands the determined

political will of the nation absolutely ready to

strike--and to strike hard." 2/

n
The Dussecldorf speech helped greatly to convince the

industrial leadership of Germany that the Nazi movement was

1/ TFritz Thyssen, I Paid Hitlor, New York and London, 1941,
T e

2/ Adolf Hitler, lly New Order, New York, 1941, p. 111,
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willing and capable of restoring and enhancing their economic 8
and political power. Thyssen reports that: \
"it was during the last years preceding the Nazi l

seizure of power that the big industrial corporations
began to make their contributions." 1/

This was the beginning or the full-fledged cooperation of German
industry with the Nazi regime.

V. THE ELIMINATION OF ALL OPPOSITION LD THE
BSTABLISHITNT OF TOTALITARILN CONTROL OVER GERMANY

Le Bradication of the Opposition

The first acts of the Hitler government in 1933 were to
abolish civil liberties and to eliminate political, ideological,
racianl, and religious opposition. The climination of the
opposition was prepared long beforechand as an act of ruthless
and totalitarian revenge. This is demonstrated not only by the
Nazi leaders! numerous statements that they would erect a racial
dictatorship, E/’but «lso by their many cxhortations, prior to
the scizure of power, that the Nazis should store up hatred and
revenge until s}l power was concentrated in the Nazi movement.
In doing so, the Nazi leadership declared, they would be able to

strike the deadly blow with the greatest effectiveness and the

1/ Thyssen, Op. cit., pp. 135-134.
-é-/ SOO IV .l'l.o
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least risk. TFor oxample, Goebbels scid in 1929:

"To know how to wait is now essential, both for the
leaders and the led.... To creep upon the enemy cooly,
to feel him out, and ascertain where his most vulnerable
spot is, and to throw the spocar calmly and with careful
&im, so that it will pierce this weakness, and then
perhaps to smile pleasantly and say: 'pardon mc, neighbor,
I cannot do otherwise,' is a dish of vengeance which is

_ enjoyed in cold blood." 1/

The anxious waiting for the "day of reckoning," the

"night of thc long knives" runs like a leitmotif through the

Nazi utterances prior to 1933. The Ten Commandments for Every

Si len contain the following stri. went:

"If nothing else is possible, submit yourself to the
state's power. But console yourself: our day of
reckoning will come." 2/

Gauleiter Terboven, later Nazi Commissioner in Norway,
announced in a meeting at Tssen on 7 October 1929:

"Then the people will awaken, then the National
Socialists will come to power, and then there will not
be enouzh lampposts in Germany. The present reore-
sentatives of the German Government will have to answer
with their heads to the German people, and particularly
to the National Socialists, for their actions in the

past."'é/

The late Meanfred von Killinger, former German Consul

1/ Goebbels, Der Angriff, 18 February 1929.

2/ Nationalsozialistische Briefe, no, 24, 15 April 1926 (quoted
in: Kempner, op. cit, p. 60),

3/ Quoted in Kempner, op. cit, p. 108.
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General in San Francisco, German lMinister to Rumania, and SA

Obergruppenfahrer, stated in a meeting on 10 November 1929:

"Rut take care that some day we do not throw down the
gauntlet to you and not, to quote Dunton, in the form
of a guillotined king's head, but rather with the cut-off
heads of your highest politicians." 1/
Finally, Goebbels, in relating a »ropaganda tour through Berlin
in January 1932, remarls at the sight of the "red mob" on the

streets:

"This Gosindel (scum) must one day be exterminated like
rats,"

Once in power, thc Nazi Government proceeded at once to
carry out its threat. A number of authoritarian decrees pro-

vided the official basis. 3/

The Verordnung des Leichspraesidenten zum Schutz wvon

Volk und Staat of 28 February 1933 suspended articles 114, 115,

117, 118, 123, 124, and 153 of the Constitution of 18918, which
guaranteed basic civil rights and liberties. An order of
9 May 1953 confiscated ull property of the Social Democratic

Party and of its newspapers, as well us of the Reichsbanner

1/ Quoted ibid., p. 112.
Z/ Goebbels, Vom Kaiscrhof zur Reichskanzlei, lunich, 1937, p. 34.
5/ They are discussed in detsil! n the war crimes paper, R&A
Report No. 3113.7, on "Crimes Committed in the Violation of
erman Domestic Law,"
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(the SPD's para-military formation) and its press., The law of
26 liay 1933 confiscated the property of the Communist Party.
The decree of the Prussian Prime Minister (Hermann Ggring) of
23 June 1933 prohibited all activities of the Social Democratic
Party. Finally, the Law against the Formation of Parties of
14 July 1933 made the National Socialist Party the only politi-
cal party in Germany and outlawed all attempts to maintain the
old parties or to form new parties.
e

Abolition of the trade unions was carried throuzh with-
out oven a semblance of legality. On 2 May 1933, SA, SS, and
members of the National Socialist Plant Organization occupied

the trade union buildings, removed or arrcsted the officials,

and installed their own "commissars." The funds and property

of the trade unions were confiscated and given in "trusteesﬁip"
to Robert Ley, leader or the Fazi Labor Iront.
j

The samec months saw the first wave of wholesale arrests,
internments, and executions of politicel opponents. They were
chiefly carried out by tho Secret Statc Police (Gestapo),.i/
which at that time was being organized by Hermann Ggring and

n
entrusted to Ministerial Councilor Rudolf Diels. 2/ Goring

1/ Sce the war crimes paper, R&A Report No. 3152, “"Hermann Ggring
as a War ﬁriminal."

2/ Hoermann Goring, Aufbau ciner Nation, Berlin, 1934, " e

~  pp. 87-88.
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hinself assumed personal responsibility for the acts committed

by the police:
"I declared at that time before thousands of racial com- -~
rades: every bullet which now comes out of the barrel
of 2 policc gun is my bullet. If one calls this murder,
then I have murderced. I have orderced all this, I back
it up, I bear the responsibility.e.." E/

The Gestapo was also given jurisdiction over the con-

centration caimps, which were established during the same period.

i n . . . .
Gorinyg himsclf cxplains the estublishment of concentration camps

by the need for liquidating the politicnl opposition:

"Thus the concentr-tion camps originated, wherc we sent
at first thousands of tunctionarics of the Communist and Socia
Democratic Partiecs, Cert- :ly, in thc beginning, ex-

cesses did occur. Certainly, here and there, innocents

were affected., " 2/

Authorization for the indefinite detention of ncrsons

LA

without trial and without sentencc wus derived from thc “Luw

for the Protcction of Poople and State," §/’which abolished

civil libertics, from Scction 42 (a) of the Nazi Criminal Code

(Law of 24 November 1933), 4/ and from the deerces cf the

Prussinn Prime liinister of 30 November 1933 and 10 February 1936. f/

The nersecution and elimination of the nolitical oppo-

=
o

bids; p. 86 £,

bid., ps BY,

RGBL I, p. 55,

RGB1 I, p. 9395,

Prcussische Gosctzsammberg, 1933, p. 413,

—

hedeas
.
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sition was from the beginning conceived as a war of extermination

beyond the limits set by the law and by legel procedures, This

n
was openly announced by Hermann Goring, then the chief of the

Prussian Sccret State Police: 1/

"The gentlemen must understand one thing: I do not
think of waging merely a defensive war, in a bour-
geois manner and with bov: jeois hesitancy. Mo, I
am going to give the signal to launch the offensive
on the entire line.

"Racial comrades, my meosures will not be sicklied
over by eny juristic scruples. ly measures will

not be sicklied over by any buresucracy. Here, I

do not have to carry our justice, I have only to
destroy and sxterminate--nothing else. This struggle,
my racial comrades, will be a struggle against chaos,
and I do not wage such a struggle simply with the
police (mit polizeilichen Machtmitteln). A bour-
gecois state may have done so, Certainly, I shall
also use the powers of the state sxid of the police
to the utmost, lest you draw any wrong conclusions,
my Communist gontlemen,. But the death struggle I
shall wage with those here below, with the Browm
Shirts." 2/

Naturally, no reliable figures are available for the num-

ber of political, rcligious, or racial opponcnts killed by the

Nazis or interncd in prisons and concentration camps. However,

cnough cvidence has been accumulated to show that, in most cases

without trial, without any legal protection, and without the

possibility of appeal for the victimss

1/ Prcussische Gosctzsamrberg, 1936, p. 21,

2/

Termann Goring, 3 Tarch 1933 at Frankfurt a.M., in Reden
und Aufsatze, Munich, 1942, p. 27.
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(1) practically the entire leadership of the Communist
Party was exterminated or imprisoned--with the ex-
ception of thosc who could flee from Germanys

-

(2) many leaders of the Socinl Democratic Party and of
the trade unions werc cxterminated or imprisoned;

-

(3) mnany militant clergymen, Catholic und Protestant,
were imprisoned;

(4) uncountcd numbers of the rank and file of the poli~
tical, religious, and ideological opnosition were
oxtermincted or imprisoned.

In some instances, the c¢r iinal terror also hit dissi-
dents in the Nzzi Party itself, and prominent persons in the
rightist camp--the so-callcd Rohm putsch of 1934 is the most
notorious cxample.

In all these cases, treatment of opponents went far
beyond the legal limits set by the Mazi Government itsclf. Not
only thu commanders of concentration camps and the Gestapo
officials, but also every Si @nd SS man hud practically un-~
limited discretion in the arrest and treatment of the viectims.
The instances of torture, starvation, and all kinds of mnl-
treatment ore uncountable. Some of them ars documented in the
various renorts on the Nazi concentration and internment camps.
A large amount of material hns been collected by the Yorld
Committec for the Vietims of German Fascism, by the Germon
Social Democratic Party, and by other labor orgnanizations, and
ndditional evidence can be supnl® 4 by the now liberated inmates
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of the camps.

B. Extermination of the Jews. 1/

Nazi anti-Semitism is distinguished from other forms of
anti-Semitism by the fact that it aims at the very extermination
of the Jews. To the Nazi mind, the Jew is the racial, political,
religious, ideological, and cconomic arch-encmy: he is the
embodiment of everything that, by its wvery nature, is hostile
to Nazism. Reconciliation is therecforc impossible: Jewry and
Nazism cannot coexist; the war between them is & life and death
struggle all over the world.

In the Nazi plan for conquest, this anti-Semitism played
from the beginning an cssential nart:

(1) The Jew was the weakest encmy of Nazism; the attack
on him therefore was the most promising and the least
risky ohe.

(2) .The Jew was the onc cnemy against whom the Nazis
could hope to unite otherwise divergent masses of
supporters.

(3) The elimination of the Jew, as a competitor, would be
most profitable to the petty bourgeoisie, which
furnished the largest mass support for the azi move-

ment.,

(4) The Jow was found in all countries; Nazi anti-Semitism
was therefore a convenient means for mobilizing

-£/ The Nazi anti-Jewish policy is discussed in a separate war
crimes paper, "The Criminal Conspirancy Against the Jews,"
R&:A Roport No. 3113.11,
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potential MNazi allies in foreign countries, =nd for
stirring up unrest and disorder in foreign countrics.

(5) The ubiquity of the Jew as arch-c¢ncemy provided the
Nazis with 2 justification for carrying the struggle
for power beyond the frontiers of the Heich, for the
attack on "Jewish-Bolshevist Russia,” for the war
with the "Jewish-plutocratic democracies,”" etc.

For these rewsons, anti-Semitism was onc of the most
cffective instruments for the world-wide infiltration and ex-
pansion of Nazism. The deoisive importance of anti-Semitism in
this contoxt is testificd to by the fact that anti-Scmitism is
one of the very few clements ol Liazi philosophy which have been
unmitigatedly maintained throughout the history of Nazisme. anti-
Senitic propaganda, indecd, increased in violence after the out-
break of war, and it remained onc of Goebbols! chicf weupons for
winning adherents and sympathizers for the lazi c?usa in the
enemy countrics.

The Jows were subjected to the same kind of unlawful
traatment as the other opnosition groups (see nbove)s but,
sirce they were considered the archn-cnomy of the Nazi movement,
with whom no rcconciliation whatsoever was possible, their
persecution was even more brutal snd inhuman than that of the
other opposition groups. In the concentration camps, thoe Juws

belonged to the prisoncr groups which were singled out for

special maltreatment and torture. By the sime token, the number
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of Jews murderecd by the Nazis surpasses the number of zll other
categories of victims. 1/

C. Bstablishment of Totalitarian Control over Germany

The avowed aim of the llazi movement was the establishment
of the Nazi dictatorship. This implied that, after the destruc-
tion of the democratic-parliamentary system in Germany, the Nazi
Ebvement, throu h-the Party and its affiliated organizations,
would seize complete control over the state, 2ll branches of
the administration, and all sphered of public lifec. E/

The Nazis' aim was accomplished during the years 1933
and 1934. In his speecch before the Prussian State Council on
15 Septcmber 1933 Ggring declared that the goal had been attained:
he referred with scorn to the "system of parliamentarism and
pacifism" that had been destro&cd by the National Socialist

revolution. The official Hationalsozialistische Jahrbuch de-

scribed the events of 1933 as follows:

"the taking over of leadership by the NSDAP in 1933
brought about the seizurc of all power instruments
(Machtnittel) and institutions of the stete by National
Socialisme.." ; 3/

1/ For documcntation see the noper on the Nazi anti-Jewish

~  policy, "The Criminal Conspiracy Against the Jews," R&4
Report No. 3113.11.

2/ See pp. 13-14,

3/ IMunich 1941, p. 175.
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and the officinl Orgaenisationsbuch der ISDAP confirms that the

HSDAP

"dominates the entirc public lifel” l/

The foundation for the complete control over the state
was the Law for the Safopuarding of the Unity betuccn Parly and
Stutc of 1 Decumbor 1933. 2/ iccording to this luw:

"the HSDLP is the bearer of the German state idea

(Stautsgedankens) snd is indissolubly joincd with the
St'..",'te . L,

n
The same law made the Deputy of the Fuhrer snd the Chicf

of Staff of the Sa mombers 46f the Rcich Government, "in order
to guarantee the closest collaboration between the ofiices of
the Party and SA on the ons hand and the public authorities on
the other."

it the very top, Nazi control over the government wis
solidly anchored in theo personal identity of Hitler as F&hror
of the Party and ns Reich Chancdllor, and through the vesting of
the Chief of the Party Chancdlory with the authority of = Reich
iinister. f/’ The systom of porsonncl identity cxtendcd from
the top down through the centirc administrativ. pyramid:

identity between Recichsleiter of the Party and Reich Governors,

I/ lunich 19435, p. 86.
2/ Roichsgusctzblatt 1933, I, p. 529,
TE/ Orgenisationsbuch der NSDAP, loc cit., p. 487,
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between Gauleiter of the Party and heads of provincial or state

governments, etc. The Reichsfuhrer SS was at the same time

Chief of the German Police and later on Minister of the
Interior. Party members were pldced in key positions in the
Roich and Leinder Ministries and in 2ll important departments
of the national, regional, and local administrution._%/ The
government agencies controlling the organization of business
and labor were in the hands of trusted Nazis. The Reich Food
Estate, which controlled the whole of Gernan sgriculturc, was
a mixed Party and Reich urganizntian.'a/

No less complete was the Hazis' control over public
opinion, especially the press, radio, and the »ther principal
mecans of communication <nd propaganda. The corncrstone of the
logislation establishing this control was the Bditorial Law of
4 October 1933, é/’ This ‘law made professional journalistic
activity throughout the territory of the Roich "a public takk"

"
(of fentliche Aufgabe) "regulated (geregelt) by the state." 4ll

Journalists had to be registercd and approved by the Reichsverband

der Deutschen Pressec (Reich Press Association). Its President

was appointed by the Reich Minister for Balightenment and

Fi

1/ Soc war crimes paper, R&i Report No. 3113, "Principnl Nazi
~  Organizations Involved in the Commission of ifar Crimcs."
2/ ‘Ivid. Py Al =, '

5/ TRelchsgesetzblatt.1933, I, p. 715. ... _ .7
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Propaganda (Goebbels). 'ilhelm Weiss, president throughout the
period of the lNazi regime, was at the same time chief editor of

the ~ VBlkische Beobachter. The Reich Press Association was a

corporate member of the Press Chamber, whose President, Max

Amann, was lNSDAP Reichsleiter of the Press and chief of the

Party's Central Publishing House. The Press Chamber in turn
was part of the Reich Chamber of Culture, a subordinate agency
of the Reich Propaganda linistry. This dual channel of Lieich
and Party controls secured the complete coordination of policy
as well as personnel with the Reich and Farty &uthorities._a/

The controls were centralized in the Reich Propaganda
Ministry, operating throu:sh its three press divisions: Home
Press, Forecign Press, and Periodical Literature. The head of
all thrce of them was Otto Dietrich, Under Secretary of State
in charge of press. Sincc he was at the same time Reich Press
Chief and Chief of the Party Press, comolete coordination of
government and Party controls was fully insured.

Legally, there was no censorship, but the Propagunda

Ministry issued daily directives covering the entire policy

l/’ For a detailed description of this setup sce R&h Report

~ No. 2500.19 "Propaganda in Occupied Durope"; also: Civil
affairs Handbook on Germuny, scction 12, Communications
and Control of Public Opinion.
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of the press.‘a/ The daily contents of the papers, method of
treatment of certain news items, preference or omissions, and
setting up of headlines were all prescribed in these dircctives,
The papers were held responsiblc for strictly following these
directives. This "remote control" eliminated the necessity of
pre-censorship, while the journalists' compulsory membership

in the Reich and Party organizations described above (loss of
which made further exercisc of the profession impossible)
functioned as post-censorship. E./

In addition to the controls centralized in the Propeganda
Ministry, a complete set of Farty controls proper existcd. They
were exercised through the Press Political Division of the NSDAP
(hcadquarters Berlin) and the Press Personncl Division (head-
quarters Munich), both functioning under Otto Dictrich. The
regional organization of these controls was centralized in
the EEE.PrOSS Office, whose chief was at thc same time the

ex officio dnlegatc of the Home Pross Division of the Reich

Propaganda lMinistry and of the Reich Press Chamber in the

l/' Photostatic copies of theose directives are aveailsable,

E/' Additional ecvidence of the functioning of th.ose compreo-
~  hensive controls can be furnished by the interrogation of
foreign and “erman newspaper correspondents, sditors,
publishers, etc. Some such interrogations are available:

sec the forthcoming R&A Report No. 2500.19, "Propaganda
in Occupied Burope,"

SECRE



SHCRET

respective Party Gau. Complcte coordination between Neich and

Party controls was thus also insurwd in ths regional organization. 33/
A similar system of controls was set up for tho entire

field of education. The Law on the Hitler Youth of 1 Decomber

1936 E/’organized "the entire Gorman youth within the torritory

of the Reich" in the Mitler Youth, in order to "educate it

phy'sically, mentally, and morally in the spirit of National

1"
Socialism." The Reich Youth iuhror of the NSD.LP was made

Youth Fuhrer of the German Reich and ;iven the position of a
Supreme¢ Reich authority, Subsequent docrces on the exccution
of this law werc¢ promulgated by the fuhrer. The second of
these decrees, issued on 25 March 1939, E/’mads service in the
Hitler Youth obligatory for all youths from the age of 10 to 18,

n
and sub jected them to the "offentlich-rochtliche Brzichungsgowalt

(Public Legal Dducational Authority) in nccordanco with the
docrees of the Muhrer und Roich Chancellor.,"

Ag To the schools, all elementury and socondary school
toachers were organized in the NS Teachors Lowguc, which, in

1336, also took over the "property rights" of the pro-Hitler

l/' Sce Civil Affairs Handbook on Germumys Scetion 12, Communi-
~  cations and Control of Publie Opinion.

2/ Tcichsyusutzblatt 1936, I, p. 993,

3/ Tbid. 1939, I, be 7009,
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teachers associations. 1/' The university professors were in-

corporated into the NS Dozentcnbund, which was reorganized as a

formation of the NSDAP on 24 July 1935. 2/
Control over the entire studont body was exercised

chiefly through the NS Students League (Studentenschaft). In

1"
July 1934, thc Doputy of tho Fuhrer (then Rudolf Hess) made

this organization the cxclusive organ responsible "for the
ideological, political, and physical training" of the students. E/
An order of 18 April 1936 made active service in one of the
formations of the NSDAP obligatory for all members of the 1S
Students Leaguc. E/

In general, Nazi controls over education show a pattern
similar to those over public opinion. Controls were centralized
in the Reich Ministry of Tducation, a creation of the Nazis.
Three Party ageoncies cooperated with the liinistry on the pre-
paration and censorship of textbooks and other educational
material: the Party Official Exemination Committece for IS

Literature, the Reich 0ffice for School and Instructional

1/ Nationalsozialistischecg Parteikorrespondenz, 4 Junc 1936,
¥/ Das iarchiv, od. Rurt Jahnicks, binisterial Counsclor in the
~ TReich Finistry for Propaganda, July 1935, p. 528.

3/ Das Archiv, loc. cit., July 1934, pp. 467-468.

24/ Tbid., April 1936, p. 1l.
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Liteorature, and an attached Reich Committee., The first of these

agencics published 2 monthly bibliography (l'ationalsozialistisches

—

Bibliographie), 1/ listing approvcd vooks and pamphlets in all

fisldg of literaturc.

Through the Party (in the sense described sbove), the
Nazi leadership thus excrcised unlimited control over all
spheres of public lifes

"In the NSDAP, the Fuhrer has created for himsclf o
instrument which, built up, devcloped, and geared to
action by him, scts the goal «nd direction for the
cntire German pcoplc." 2/

"Th: taking over of leadership by the NSDaP in 1933
brought about the ssizure of all power instruments
(Machtmittle) and institutions of the state by National
Socialism in ordur to mobilize these (instruments and
institutions) for the intellectual and psychological
preparation of the people for the complete removal of
the oppressing treaties and of the humiliating situation
of the Reich." 3/

The dictatorial and totalitarian control cxercisced by the
llazi Party was so complete that, eventually, it comprisced not
only the public but also the private life of the entire napu-

lation:

l/' Copics available., For = detailed discussion of educationul

controls sco: Civil nffuirs Handbook: Germany, section 15:

Sducation,

2/’ Fritz Iichn.rt, Chiaof :f the Fain Orzanization 0ffice of the

1:6D P, Jntionnlsszialistisches Juhrbuch 1941, ed. Robort Ley,
. Zentralv rl;g der MNSD..°, Franz Bher, lunich p. 175,

5/ hid., 3

b — e e
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"The organization of the Party is so strong and so
thoroughly developed that today it embraces (erfusst)
all homes (Haushalte) of all Volksgenossen in the
territory of the Reich, including the territories added
in the years 1938 and 1939." }/

The Nazi Party not only established control over the
entire machinery of the state (government and general admini-
stration) but also integrated the armed forces into the total
organization and mobilization of Germany for the execution of
the Nazi program. The integration of the armed forces into the
Nezi scheme was based on the activs support of the Nazi move-
ment by the Army Command, & support which was opposed by only
a few individuals, who never became active until Hitler's failurq
to win the war had become obvious. Collaboration between the
Hitlor movement and the armed forces dastes back to the years
immediately aftcr the end of the First Torld War, whon Hitler
worked as an agent of the Reichswehr (see IIE above). During

the later period of the Weimar Republie, the High Command of

the Roichswehr prosorved an official necutrality toward the Nazi
movement. In January 1933, however, General Jerner von Blomberg,
divisional commander of the Reichswohr, joined tho Hitlor
government, and from then on the armed forcos doveloped as one

of the chicf cxponents and followers of Nazi ideology and

1/ 1Ibid., p. 179.
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policy, systematically preparing for the war of aggression.

"Four and 2 half years after the proclamation of universal
consceription (Tehrfreiheit), which restored the right of

every German to fight with the weapon in his hand for the
vital rights of his country, the German "ehrmicht wus
mobilized for the prescrvation of the Greater German
Lebensraum. The Wehrmacht was prepared for this bnttlo...".}/’

Numerous declarations of loyalty and supnort for the Nazi
lecadership came from the High Command of thoe armed Forces.
Terner von Blomberg himself, then Coloncl Goneral and Reichswchr
Minister, declared in 1935:

"The ‘Tchrmachit protects,thc German pcople and its living

sppcc. It serves the Fuhrer with unconditional
(ruckhaltloscs) confidGhco ond obedicnccess™ 2

Moreover, many high army officers joined top Nazi agencies
and enterprises (Reich as well s business) in leading positions
and as liaison men for example, in the Four Yeer Plan Office, \
the Reich Hinistry of Dconomics, and ths Specr arganizatians.i/
Wilhelm Xeitel, the Chicf of tho Suprcecmo Command of the Armed
Forces, was o member of the Ministerial Council for the Defense

of the Reich, while the .urmament Council, operating under thc

Specor Ministry, was made up of leading industrialists and army

OffiCﬂrS.

1/ linjor Schmidtke, Nationalsnzialistisches Jahrbuch 1941, p. 168,
'Z/ Profatory quotation in: lMajor He Focrtsch, Die fehrmacht im
Nationalsozinlistischon Staat, Hamburg 1955,
.2/ Names and details in: Civil affairs Handbook Germ-ny, Scction
2 T: Beonomic Controls in Nazi Germany, Fobruary 1944. A
bricf list »f somc renrescntative names is apnendad to this paper.
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VI. REARMANEIT AYFD PREPLATIOF FOR TPE 44R UF ACGGRESSICY

Fie Rearmanent

Th. eliminatior. of the opposition and the establishment
of totalitarian control over CGermarny fulfilled t e precondition
for the execution oi' the a;gressive and expansionist forei.n
policy of the lazis, ..fter tnz seizure oi v»ower, the Vazi
leadership devoted all its efforts to the building up of the
armed forces without which the acquisition o: new living shace
was impossible. Titler himsslf testified to this effect:

"The second (condition for our success) w:is natioual
armament, to which I hane fanurlcallj devoted my energies
for wearly six yaars" (152%). l/

"Wow I can proudly admit: ‘we did then certainly complete
an armement such as the world has nsver yet seeni,... I
have in fact armed in tiese five yeurs. 1 ha.e spont
milliards on this wrmament: that the German people must
now 'uowl I huve seen to it that 2 npsw army should be
provided with thz most .nodern armement Jiown. I have
wiven to my friend GOring the order: Mcle me zow en air-
ar@m which can protect Germeny in the face of any con-
ceivable sitzeck. Thus we huave built up & military force
(wehrmacht) of which to-dey tie German oeonle cun ve vdroud
and which tns world will rssocet if ot any bime it makes
its ao carance.” 2/

I/ Saarbriicicn, 9 Octobor 1¢$38; Tranlfurteor Jeitung, 10 October
T 1938 (Hi tler's Spesches, ed. Buyncs, vol. IT, p. 1534).

2/ erlin 26 Scptember 1938, VBlkischer Beobachter, 28 sopt-
~  ember 1538 (quoted ibid, ». 1512).

 to
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On 1€ Ztarch 1985, the Xazi govermment deerzed tie re-

cstoonlishment of univers.l militcry coiscription. Tois w..s thc

i
e
H
W
:
©

I

veygiming of the period of worex re.rm.mernt. Tac

ment took place aecurding to proconzeived pl.rn, wiich Hro-

ridel for warious stigcs of rourmameont in o suck & wiy tiit the
world would rot bo sruvorcd too much oy Gorumeny's viocle

the Yorsuillos Iruutyy «nd Chot a4t S:2r) st & willingraogs of

tiis world to aceopt il L30T Scecompli could i vsbud.' This

w.s Cirst roveslid in Covwc.l's spouci: ..t Colognc or 24 Jurue

ey 1n86, .o wnd u hilf amowbhs dufore tho gecup.tiox of th

C

Rhinelund by the now tuzi sruys

Qur pro _ram is not yit comolite. I cun orly s.or whot
I have s bUo show you wh..€ i comin;. w0 ar¢ 1
pliyiv, . the vvsrture, cuy i% is one with muny lcitmotifs.
Onc ounly t.kus the world into onu's co. fidc.c. when one
has a failt wecomali to siow. féd we revedled tac'story
of our Jrmy promaturcly, osthur armivs mi_at h vs rched
in., W3 workod, o aude o WeE Wil ote pry."® 1/

4 =
i1

|

O
3
v

Towever, the method of groausl eenrsigicnt was wovindonca in f.vor
of fall=sc.lc reosrnuamsnt wirsre Lp cntirely niw .orec hd o od

code  Faols wes ths cuss o- th ir lorew. a8 c.rly s 1985,

CYr .

G8ri: e dockired ik « siatoment o the erlin Porsign

nssocitions

1/ Goocbscls, cited in The o el L S
vols: X71; Bos l4; De fas  Joi A2 EsThs TLALD 'S« LT L oWS=
nupir of Thit dvbe - 24 Jd.ur 1. .66. ¥For othcer toxbs, 8ty

Loyl Tustit: to i UERG e SB Y0 BRI Ys 5 Lerdoris
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", .ethe air force was so strong that any power attacking them
would have to face a 'very, very hard struggle in the sair,'.

He added that there was not a single old aeroplane or old
engine in the fleet. He continued by saying that he had

followed entirely new methods, rejecting a policy of slow and
gradual arming, because there would have been & denger of
not having the fleet ready 'in the event of difficult moments."
What he had done was to expand technical and industrial capa-
city to the limit, so that he could create the air arm at a
single blow., Aeroplenes had not, before that, becen con-
cealed in forests or in the ground; they simply had not been
there."1/
The new Tjehrmacht was from thc very beginnin. conccived as
an essential factor in the expansionist foreign policy; the Nazi ‘/
Leadership was fully awuarc of the fact that this policy involved
the risk of war, and they were willing to bear that risk. On 5
November 1937, a meeting is said to have been held in the Reich
Chancdlery at which Hitler, the %ar Minister (von Blomberg), the
Foreign Minister (von Neurath), and the chiefs of the three branches
of the armed forces (von Fritsch, von Raeder, GBring) participated. 2/
A report on this meeting is appended (Appendix H)e. Hitler declared
thats

"in order to solve the German problem, therc exists only the
way of force, which way is never without risk,"

He thcon outlined the differcnt situations in which force could be

applied with the least risk for Cermany. Hitler furthermore declared

_l/ GBring cited in same publication, vol. XI, no. 23, p. 779.
g/ The authenticity of this report is yet to be established.
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that he was resolved to take action ageinst Czechoslovakia and
Austria, and that he was interested in the continuance of the civil
war in Spain,.

Corroboration of this report may be scen in the exepost
facto statements of other Nazi leaders to the effect thut Germany

had been willing and ready to usc its armed forces if the lunich

agreement had not been reached., Thus, with reference to tho Sudeton-

land, Ribbentrop stuted before the PForeign Press Associction in Ber-
P £

lin on 7 Vovembcr 1938:

"In this connecction I wish to state that Germany was very much

in earncst during this period and that if a solution had not
been found in Munich =t the cleventh hour the Fhhrer would
have freed the Sudetenland by fprec of arms," 1/

On 1 March 1939 GOring declared thot in Scptember 1938 pcocee had

been saved and Germony's right recognized beczusc the world knew that

the German armed forces would otherwisc huve solved the question by
other mcthods. He added:
"And it was krnown =2broad that we werc not bluffing. In those
days we werc ready. One command - and & hell, an inferno,
would have been made for the cnemy; 2 short blow, but his

destruction would have bocn completc." 2/

B. Intervention in Foreign Countrics

Th¢ rearmament of Germuny was accompanicd and supplemented by

I/ Ribbentrop, cited in Bulletin of Intern.tional Nswe, loc. cit.,
"‘01. KV, nO. 25, po 440

2/ Ggring, cited ibid., vol. XVI, no. 5, p. 25.
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a series of military and political intcrventions in foreign countries. (
This policy was part of the comprechensive plan for cxpansion and war,
Evidence for this is provided by thc authoritative statements of re-
sponsible Nazi spokesmen that thoy had vital interests in these
countries. Austria was rcgarded as bclonging to the Reich; in the
case of Czechoslovekia and Poland, the alleged maltreatment of Ger-
man national minorities was svoked as justification; and in.Spain,
Germany made itself the champion in "Europe's strugcle agoinst
Bolshevism."

These interventions took place on two levelss militery and
political-cconomic (Fifth Column activitics, busincss penctration,
ctce )

l. Militury Intervention

Germen militory interfcrence in foreign countries fulfilled
the three-fold purposc of testing the Nazi war potontial, testing the
degrec of opposition on thc part of the violated countries snd on the
part of the great powers, anli securing the neccessary opcrational bases(_

for Germany in the cvent of war,

a. Spein

There is no availablc rccord of any admission by Nazi laaders
of military intcrvention during thc actual operations, However,

the Nazi Govermment confirmed thet Germoan "volunteers™ fought with the

SECRET
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Franco troops, 1/ and Hitler has openly declared and sought to

justify the contention that Germany could not remain "neutral”

in the Spanish civil war:

"In July 1936 I had just determined to answer the call
for help which this man (Franco) sent to me: I would

help him to the extent that and so long as the rest of
the world should give its support to the domestic foes

of Spain.
"From that time National Socialist Germany began to

take an active part, under the leadership of this man,
in the struggle for the restoration of a national and

independent Spain." 2/

Hitler gave as justification for his interference in the
Spanish civil war two main reasons: the danger of the spread
of "Bolshevism" and the threat to Germany's economic interests
in Spain. As regards the latter point, he declared:

"Germany needs to import ore. That is why we want a
Nationalist Government in Spain, so that we may be able

to buy Spanish ore.* 3/

Further, in his speech before the soldiers of the Condor
Legion on their return from the Spanish war, Hitler professed

his official sponsorship of their participation on France's

side:

1/ Hitler's reply to Franco, Frankfurter Zeitung, 24 Fobruary
1939 (quoted in: Hitler's Speeches, ed. Baynes, p. 1580).-
Wilhelmshafen, 1 April 1939; VBlkischer Beobachter, 3
April 1939 (Ibid., p. 1600).

2/ 6 June 1939; V8lkischer Beobachter, 7 Junc 1939 (Ibid.,p.
1671).

3/ Wurzburg, 27 June 1937; VOlkischer Beobachter, 28 June
/ 1937 (q%otad ibid., p. 1355 : ;
SECRET



"For I sent you out to help a country in misfortune,

to support a heroic man....You have now returned, having
bravely executed my commissioN....

"It was painful for us all to have to keep silence

on your fight year after year, but from the first I had the

intention, after the end of this war, to give you in the home-

land the reception which brave, victorious soldiers dessrve..."/
Yy i

And in his telegram to Franco of 9 June 1939 Hitler spoke of

"the battle which we have waged in common against Bolshe-
vism..." 2/

After the termination of the military operations, the German
papers came out with specific statements on the fact and extent
of German militury intervention:

On 30 May 1939, the German press published many articles on
the exploits in Spain of the Condor Legion, Among the details
given was the statement that in July 1936, Hitler had decided that he
must stand by General Franco in his fight against Bolshevism. On
31 July the first detachment of 85 voluntesrs, traveling as tourists,
left for Cadiz in the liner Usamoro, taking six Heinkel pursuit
planes. Simultaneously twenty Junkers transport planes were flown
from Berlin to Morocco, and within a few weeks 15,000 men, as well as

heavy weapons, had been carried across from Africa. In August, more

1/ Fronkfurter Zeitung, 7 Junc 1939 (quoted ibid,, p. 1673).

2/ 1Ibid, 10 June 1939 (quoted ibid., p. 1675).
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aircraft, anti-aircraft guns, and tanks werc sent, and in Lkovember,
the Condor Legion left for Spain, under Gencral Sperrle.

The Legion took part in nearly every great asction of the war,
while German instructors and e~uipment were sent to organize and con-
duct artillery, tank, snginecr, infantry, and other schools in which
56,000 young Spaniards received instruction, 1/

In addition to strictly milit.ry intervention, the Kazis con-

ducted extensive propagand:s and Fifth Column cctivitics in Spain. a/

b. Austria.

From the carly days of thc Nazi movemcnt, iAustria was considcered ‘
one of the primary objects of lazi policy. The reunion of Austria
with the Reich was on the Nazi program from the beginning. In the

first chapter of llcin Koumpf, ditler wrote:

"German Austria must again come buck to the great CGorman moth-
erland.... cven if this rounion, from an economic point of
vicw, wero immateriul; yes, even if it were harmful, it must
nonc-the-less toke nlace. The same blood belongs in o common
Reich."

Hitlcr also confesscd that cctual intervention was planncd long be-
fore it was carricd out:

"I myself, as a sorn of the Ostmurk, was filled with & sacrod
wish to solve this problem =ind thus lead my homeland back to
th: Reich. In Junuary 1938, I finally resolved thuat in tho

1/ Bulletin of International News, loc, cit., vol. XVI, no. 12, p.614.

2/ The cvidence is collected in: The Nazi Conspiracy in Spain, by
the vditors of The Brown Book of the Hitler Terror, London 1937,
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course of that year, in onc way or another, I would
fight for and win the ri:ht of self-detoermination for
the 6,500,000 Germuns in austria." 1/)

Gocbbels co. firmed that the wnnexation of Austria hed been
for a long time in the Fazis' mird as a precorceived plauig

".e have solved many of our problems oy vaiting for

a _ood opportunity. Thenrn we have jumsed =+ it. .ic
could not tell im advauce at what time we would sr: ox
«ustria or occupy the rainelard or introduce con-
scri 'tion. The reel art is to s atec.. such a thing
wiren the st ko is as saall as possible ar.l the pro-
it as high as possible. Tho colonial question

will be solved in the sams w“y." 2

Protests by the Austrian Government egainst
systematic Mazi subversion in austria wsre rejected or. the
groitnd that the Fazis d'd not corsider such wetivity as
taling place in a forecign country. ¥#or example, the hesd
of the Zustrian J.sk in the Yerman Forvign Office stated
to the Austrian ambussalor, Tauschitz, on 1 August 19384:

"The USO.P dous not comsidir austriz to be foreigr
torritory and its proguazeciliu could ot step in frort
of those illegsl fromticrs. Tho Purty taolos tho
position that this act .Joecs not comstituts intsr-

1/ Reicistu specch ol 30 Jesuary 1439 (Titloer, .y rew Ordcr,
7. 53l)

2/ Purrber;, 7 april 1$38 ( quobted ii T2zi Guidsc to i'az
e RHolf ¥g1d, wwshirgtor. 1942, ». 76f)

e
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ference with the internal affairs of i forclgh

s:a,t.... 21/

-

Thut the Fazis did not roly on taw cffcet of morcs

3 . R . e i o
srosepdada wor on wlaims to ths "ri st to silf-detcrainacion,

o

is reported by Ievillu Iundorson. “c stutod, om ths wisis of
ig  cocversation with Bitler, tii.t the leattsr did rpot iubond
to roly wn the rusult of w plosiscite in hLustri.. unlces

such plcbiscite wor. to bi held under his own ausdicus. 2/

e, T Lo ooy e ' T 1 - — Ny . . .
The 1neessart vropugili & n. Fifth Column wctivitics

4] L oo, L 3 3 R = 1 - el T | 3 - - N 2 1
of the Fuzis in sustris storted in the c.rly 1920's. Thoy
arc discusscd in vT B2c¢ b.lovr,
ce Czechoslovakia.
A8 WLTh austria, the incorpocwtion of Czuchoslovakia

into the CGerman livie  sovace was one of the o.rlisst oo-

"
|

jectives of ¥azi poliey. This is ivdic.ted in the stute-
merts quoted in IV b avove; it is Purthermocc exar-sscd in
#lfrcd Rosenberg's authoritatice sxposition of ¥azi forain
nollicy, midsc as crply o8 92T (se¢ IV B woovs )., additienal
confirm.tion muy be found in the interro_ ution of Farl
dormann Frank, formor werter Stoic Tdnister for hohoniz ond

dornvin, uspecially the ruport of i intorview srith Titler

by un Amoricun journailist on 16 January 1935. During this

1 . 1 A . -, LI = = = .
1/ bcltrébe zur Geschichte uund Vor cschichtc dor Julirovolte,
¢de. on the ousis of olficiw] sources, pDunacslomnlssarist ar

Heimatdienst, vicnaa, 1924, p. 26,

2/ dYitler's Speeches, ei. Baynes, », 1441, rote 2.
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interview, Hitler is'saii to huvo stated that

"Czechoslova¥is is an uniatural creatioi: of the trcaty
of Versailles, a danierous soringboard and aircraft
carrier for the Soviets, according to the report ol
the american journalist, Hitler used then for the
first time the worig ! r‘otector“ta' when spzaking £
of the reluation betwsen “eraany and Czechoslovakia, ™ 1/

—

after the military .ccuvution of vzechoslova!l ia, THitlor
declured oponly that

"this territory hus lain in the living spucz uf the
Gormun pe.ols for & thousand j,nrs..." 2

and that, ir occupyirg the country, he only rcascerted

"the ancient Corman ri_ht znd rounited waat through
its History, its ;oo ruonlcal positiorn, and ull the
rules of reuson u_i Lo be uizitcd." 3

Fourad Menlein, tho '.zi .sulziter aind Reich Coverrnor
for Sudentenland, admnitted in a public lceture ivern at Vionne
on 4 Llarch 1941 that

"es fur buck us 1955-1934 hc founded his Fezi purty

in Czochosloveki. in wirceme: t with Berlin cni with
the only uim of destroyirn; the whole Czochoslovak

1/ Interrogation by Dr. . Ecer, 30 Huy 1945,‘p.5 (photostat
—_ _availuble).

2/' wilhelmshuien, 1 april 1839, V8 1lkischer uoobuchter,d april
— 1939 (Hitler's Speeches, ad. B.y. €8, p. 1597). =~
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republic.” i/

0fficially, milibury irtoricutior by the Yuzis wes
usuilly justiried by thé :1l.gztioi: of mistre .tmeit of CGeraan
iotionals in the rosotetive ccuntries, anl violunce, and
terror on the purt of the non-Y%erman populitior or ,ovormmernt
The sx=cat to whish such inzifcits were sithor iusclgated oy
bne huzis or simply aoric.ted may bo .scurtuined by inter-
rog -tiorns of mcmb_-rs of th. ~nti-idzi popul .tiow . of row-
Gorm.n n.tiowncls in tho resoscctive sordsr re lois. In the oo

"5 AR,
.

L

fobrie=bion Zad 8bagd: o off Dor.er inucilonbts on the »urt of th
Mezis. This svidenee cowsists dun airt of $iec te timony 'E/
of one alfred lLauujoeks, wro wor! Jd s ot s ent o Heinh .adé
Soydrich, thurn culsfd of tad LoPdun bucurity Polices o stitc
tants

"On 1O Augr st 180, . wis told by asyirich fhat Yitle

S.

d

i1

/

folandgerviacnee is v.illible wideh shows the e rofully al.xme:d

N
w.s plunmring to ..hteek Polendi within o morth znd thersiore

17 RUTG=d in Ceschosloval Doecums..bs «rd sourc:s, no.ds Gormnn

Tmperislism and Czechosloy 'i.. <Czec.uslovil | iy
Forslin alf Irs, Iny.rai Bior Serviss, Loundon 1945, De Ga

o.& for sxample Sitler's sncecues of 12 zad 26 Loptembor
= 1938. buyrisy 99.01t. e 40T JP L0l pe 1508 TF.

B T p—

3/ C.mp C20 “cport, 1o Junu.ry 1945 U~v 4-2YS 614-327
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it would bc necessury to stige some 'frontizr
incidents' to persuade the world that the Poles

m:de the first i, gressive move, nct the Germuns.,

In this way MFuiujocks believes Hitler prop.red for
Germuny's unprovoked cttack on Folard, being «ole in
his ©opte der 1, 1939 speech to express his —n er

at the '"Polisk fronticr outrae es' «nd assure his
audionce thit such iisilts could only be answsred Ly
tha sword.

"The first step in thiis netarious scheme w.s to picl
szlectcd life~term :'risoncrs from thue concensrotion
c.mps, kill thew by mouns of hjypoderaie injuctioas,
dross thom in Polish zarmy uniforms, anld vftsr riddling
thcir vodio.s with bdull.ts, place them in c:xrcfully
choson positions in wrawn fronticr villiw, os of Upper
Silesi + Tho cusual odscrver would then thiuk that
smll portics of Pfolish troovs n.d boen carrying out
2bortive r=ids on “cich territory.

"The bodics werc forwardsd to speciflied vill..gss in
sacking cuscs lidclled 'oressrves'. Some of the victims
~rrived et thoir destinition otly hill® deud, hoving
received inadequate dosa e and hid to vs killed

pzforo thoy could b2 usced.

"In oritr to substuntiate tho ¢ "fronticr incidents,!
Heydrich wund his cohorts <dccided to oublish & story to
the effcet that the Gloiwitz broalcustin_ stution

h.d bost attacked oy Polish insurgents.

"Or. ordirs froa deydrich, Teujocks went to thut tovm with
five 2r six acn, {(n his wrrival ho arran, ed for a

£9lisn soeking Yrman to teke posssssion of the
microohore by 'foreu' and to broudesst an ipoieal to

his 'countrymc: ', urging them to rise up =_.inst the
Gormans, Lhe brocdcust wos thon broken off, shots werc
fired .nd Pirsll; & cuorpsc ~rovided by aujocks,

wis left on tho floor, riddled with bullcots.®
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2, Political Imfiltrutions

I'mzi militwry int.rvention in forcipyn countries w..s
systum.tica! ly preopured wni supplomented by lurge-scily leazi

infiltration lor, before the netusl csssault. wuca f the L.sie

gvideace hias voenh colleected in Tutiorsl Soeitlism, =d.

3

Reymoi.d £, Hurphy 2nd othors, US Depurtiaicut of =t.to,
.shington 1926. Tht Fuzisz caployced sovural muwthois for such

infiltr.tiown, all ol which worc centr.lly dirccicd &:d =up.r-

viscd by the resnecetive Fazi Purty or goverument & cuncies.

The chi.r m.bhols uvscd by ©thv luais weres

(1) TWorking through Horamsn patiornls in Fforeign

e
CHUNLIIEC8

(2) Workin, through indigsnous pro-¥Fazi roups ard
individusls in Dorci n countrics,

(3) ~orkin, throush #p‘ woutly wunmolitictl znl poaec-
ful businsss coninuctions.

(4 workin, through cspceially treired i _cats.
;|

(5 J Usc of "cultur.l cuop ration™ for Yazl propaganidus

(b) acguisition of ivteprssts in tha forci n pruoss wnd

in other me.as of communic .tiorn wtiw Drodu, s da.
Those Wozi wstivitics wore dosigned t5 v ke or ovir-
throw the cetuolished go.orime: ©s in foreign countriss which

werce likcly to resist lazi u grossiorn. 1/ T.is im w.s to be

1/ Por austris orior to 1983, the documwtary vvidcice his docn
collueted™ ing D s Sriunouch. cxkeikreouz gopel: Costurroish.
cd. Dy thc Bundos-V .zleraat, vicrne, 1908.
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attuined by cre.ting disorder wnd terrcr wnd by winning over
to the Yuzi cause noswerful group: in the rospective countries.
These groups later bec.me the nuclei of Pazi coll.borsatio:
in govermmert .nd busincss.

The Mazis uscd an entire vetword of (povcics -..d orgiri-

z.tions for implomenting their infiltr.tior tictics in for-
¢izn countriss. The first officizl “uzi Purty oryenization

dusigned for work in forei r countrics w.s the auslands-

org.cis.tion dor Reichsieitur, dor I'S).2(established us For-

cign vection of the Roich Dirsctorste o5f the ISD.P in 1931,
recrgaiized is forcipr Or .mizution of tho BELP in 1904). 1In
1237, Irnst wilhelm sohle, then the heud of tiac org..iuization,
w.s tr msferrvd to the Tinistry of forcin «2f irs, w«n (5 of 8 TP
ment which domonstruated the official liak botween thc loreign

prop.z-nd . ey of the Iazi Purty wund the Yuzi Reich govern-

To s idition to the auslindisorg .uigasion, the Nuzis uscd

many othoer ijereics cud org wiz.tions, =moig thom such irstitu-

tio: sof long pre-F.zi st.nding .8 the Vircin fur vcutschtum

i auslond, 2.l the Deutschs .usl.nds Institut (Loague for

1/ Bmil Bhrich, Dic .uslindsory. izatior der FSD.2, berlin
1987; tr.nsl-FTom 1n: T .tiloi.l Sooi.lism, <d. wiymond E.
urphy .mi obhsrs, w.shington 1943, p. 285 of.
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Germandom in Forci u Countrics) .ud the %ra.n Forvei
Trstitutbe,

m

vherewor Txzi purtics oxisted in foruvi,r countrics

(as in ..ustris und Uzucadslovikii), they wore syst tic.lly
smploycd 8 spcirkends of lxzl ponotration ina os certral
torrar age.cics direeted : o inst forei . desoer.tie govorn-
monts. Svorywinore, tho Nuzi Fifth Column or wobed .rd
fostorcd tnti-Scmitic tendcicivs with the sbjoet of erc.oting

unrest .nd disurity in for.i_a countricse.

8 v.rly .s 1864, thc VBlkischer Beobachter bonsted

th.t, through tho usl mdsorg.:iz tion, 1.zism h.i cxtendod

—— e i i Th emie e ==

its tentaclus 211 cveor the world:

"The influence .f the Fuzi Furty in Purcign countries
sxuends litorally around the ontire globe. 'Ly
gohore is the wnolc world" aiht zotly o p
sver «ur he.djuirters in Jomburg. Tais Fir
o

Org . iizetione... cuupris.s todiy more thin 350
rictictinl brapesse o d Sulcron podiits o8l the Tzs
farty evcrywhore.. .. The Nuzi Zurty will J voloap
sven furthor in bt offort to tr.ns luis =11 foersin
¢runtrics tx: .ojustives of tac Luticdsl u~L1\li 5t
Reien" 1/ :
1/ vBlkischer Beobachter ., 24 .y 19u4 (qu.ted in: wsir
= Johr furrty, Tho fagi Int.enstionsls frionds of
Bur e Publiclt1¢ 8 Twe 09 @ Laviat , KiEe8s Db«
SICHTT
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By virtuc of the incorporabtion of all forei_n Yazi p.rtios

and .r-uzs inte the forcign Crganiz tion of the ESLLP, the
activitivs of thesc p .rtiszs and groups were centrally surcr-
viscd and dircctud by the Germen earty und goverrmout
authoritics.

a. Spain

Material on the oryiwt iz tiou wou retivitios . f

the Fazi Purty «od its o .ents in Spain hies seern cullected

(t.sothicr witn photustats .f documcnts) ine The I':zi Con-

sairacy in “ouin, by tho cditor of the Srown byok of the Hitler

icrror, London 1:8%.
b . Aus‘b!‘i&

ettt = = . .
T Eszd povemernt in dustric d.tos boely Y the

serly 192u's.e | En 1826, Hhu caustrisn Tugl P.rty wis mude o

Gau. f the ¥824P. Jfrom thsn on, &ll peliticzl, cultural,
i

nd milit.ry orgucizotions of the !.zi Porbty in austri: weroe

inte ril orsanis . bionidl: narts of tne o iP. The Indioncl-

sozi listisciics Jahirouch for 1954 lists on pp. 1239-141 th: then

(33) Cuulcituiger of the LSHLP tu.d, =8 the l.st of thom, tho

Landeslzitung Ousterrcica.

Tho Fizi Purty in Anstriw committed & sorics of crimincl
ncts (iielvdi:g murd.r, .rson, .ssault, vte.) 2irscted ... inst
the 1o, 1ly csbupnlished austrion Loverimont and its suppoertors

wnnd culmineting ir the putsch £ July 1934, whichk lod to the
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murder of Chancellor Dbllfuss._L/

S Beconomic Peretration.

One of' the most effzctive methods of Mazi penrctration
ir foreign countriss wus to work throu h rormul busiress ch.nrcls.
Clever utilization and oxpar sior of irternational businsss
connections playcd « decisive part in she Yuzi plun for the dom-
irction Oof Burope und prepzrcd, wccompinieu, and supplemontcd
military intervertion and occupatior.. The foundation for tris
policy wus luid in Hitler's saeech bofcre the Industry Club at
Dusseld.rf (quotzd asove, IVB), which tried to demonstr.tc that
the future of German busincss wuas intriasicually tied up with an
aggressive wnd expunsionist “erman forcign policy, bdiclked by the
power of the sword. actuully, German busincss followed upor the
hecls of the Germarn wehrmucat and incorporuted the occupiod
Territorivs itto o vast irndustriasl and Limanciul empirc, ruvled
by t:ie key German cnterpriscs. (Tnis phasc of Tazi domination
ig dealt with in & sep.rite w.r cri.cs p"p:r.) E

dow coi'fcetivel; Goraan busincss w.s proparcd for the job

may be illustr.ted by onue oxamplos

T7 iatorial on ceriminugl T'.zi sctivitios in .ustriz (togcther with
dhotostuts of documunts) has boen colleeted ims Beitrlzc zur
vorgeschichte der Julireovelts, od. on the vusis of offieiul
Sources, viouds 1964, Bul.i.skommiss.riat fir Zeimatdionst.

. gt o n =
2/ "Nuzi Spoliwtion of Prov.rty ir Occupicd Europs , Ris
seport 61158.2




SECRET

"On the very day of the occupation of Prague (15 March
1939), representatives of the Deutsche Bank presented
themselves at the Bohemian Union Bank in Prague and
proposed to "protect" the interests of the Bohemian
Bank, threatening that the Bank would be considered

a "Jewish enterprise" subject to confiscation if their
offer was rejected." 1/

The Deutsche Bank had also ready a whole series of

monographs (Oesterreich im Deutschen Wirtschaftsraum; Das

Sudetenland im Deutschen Wirtschaftsraum; Bohmen und Mahren

Im Deutschen Wirtschaftsraum) which contained a detailed

analysis of the business facilities and opportunities in
these countries. 2/

This method was predicated upon full-scale collaboration
of the German industrialists, whose enterprises and holdings
provided the nuclei of expansion. Many of the most powerful
German industrialists had supported the Nazi movement prior
to Hitler's rise to power, others followed suit, and, by the
beginning of the war, the Nazification of German industry had
been completed. The Nazi political leadership was instrumental
in the formulation and implementation of German economic

policy in all branches of the war economy. Top Nazis were

l/ Czechoslovakias Money and Banking. Prepared by the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, May 1945, p. 157,

2/ Copies available,
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sitting on the boards of the most important industrial and
commercial enterprises, just as tep industrialists occupied
leading positions in the Nazi organization of the economy.
Close liaison existed between industry and the High Command
of the Wehrmacht. 1/

This amalgamation between the Nazi political hicrarchy
and the industrial leadership was the-basis for the German
exploitation and spoliation of occupied territories. After
the German armies had conquered these territories, the Nazi
leadership turned over to the German industrialists vast
properties and labor power as reward for their colleaboration.

VII. THE CONCEPT OF LEBENSRAUM AND CGROSSR WUIIORDNUNG

The Nazi occupation policy was the logiecal development

and the realization of the Nazi concept of Lebensraum, In its

basic principles, this policy was thus not fabricated ad hoc,
but conceived beforehand as part of the Nazi master plan for
the domination of Europe.

To show this, it is necessary to follow the develop-
ment of the Nazi idea of living space in its later phases.

Around 1940 the German concept of Lebensraum assumed

1/ The entire organizational structure is described ing
Civil iaffairs Handbook Germany, section 2T: Economic
Conbrol in Nazi Germany. 1944.
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more definite shape and emerged as meaning the domination
of BEurope by Nazi Germany. With the success of the first war
year, the language of the Nazis became even less inhibited

and blunter, On 14 July 1940, the Frankfurter Zeitung de-

clared that the first phase of the "BEuropean revolution"
was completed under the instrumentality of German arms,

"For the first time in history the task of the whole
continent from its center was conceived as a politi-
cally membered entity, not from the standpoint of ob-
solete rivalries but in order to organize the needs
of nations on the Fuhrer principle, The nucleus of
the new order was not changes of frontiers, but the
union of the whole continent under German and Italian
leadership, with a clear demarcation and graduation of
the responsibilities of its members.”l/

One dey later, a Foreign Office spokesman told the
foreign press in Berlin that:

"Nobody now contests that Germany and Italy are pre-
destined to reorganize Europe on a new basis.”" He
further declared that "National Socialist values are
of a super-state significance and the expression of
the demands of the 20th Century, while it is of
determinative significance that the reorganization
of BEurope should be carried out pre-eminently under
the leadership of the best and most successful or-

ganizing people." 2/
On 20 July 1940, it was announced in Berlin that Schacht 3/

had completed the task entrusted to him by Hitler of prepar-

1/ Quoted in Bulletin of Internutional News, vol.XVII,No.15,p.966.

2/ Quoted ibid.

8/ Further interrogation of Schacht is indicated here,
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ing a plan for the post-war economic co-ordination of the
whole of Europe, to be ready for use in the near future. His
plan was embodicd in a memorandum consisting of three parts:
(1) general principles for the reorganization of Europe;

(2) specific prorosals on currency questions; (3) =2 program
of colonial development, 1/

On 1 august 1940, the Berliner Borsenzeitung wrotc that the

German people must now rise to its European mission. Only a
nation consciocus of its EBuropean responsibilitics had the
right to a purt in historically coustructive work. Hence,
both France, contaminated by Judaism, =nd Plutocratic England
were not entitled to lead. The paper added thet "leader-
peoples" bore the responsibility not only for their own
national destiny but for the smaller peoples belonging to

(5]

the same Lebensraum. a/

The whole concept is summed up in Das Reich, which

——

declared on 23 October 1940 that:

"our people are destined to be the pivot and leaders
of the new buropean order. They must alwuys fight
against the temptation to devote their energies to the
good of others. That temptution wass never as great

as now," 3/

1/ Quoted ibid, p. 968.

2/ Quoted ibid., vol. XVII, no. 16, p. 1036,

3/ Guoted ibid., vol., XVII, no. 22, p. 1449 f.
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This "new EBuropean order" which was soon taking form
under the Nazi occupation policy was further defined and or-

genized under the concept of Grossraumordnung (large space

order). The conception was most fully developed in the yesrs
1938-1940 by Werner Daitz, Reich Commissar of the Economic-

Political Office of the Reichsleitung of the NSD..P, and

member of the Reich Economic Council of the Reichsleitung

of the NSDAP. Daitz defined the European Grossraum economy

emerging under Adolf Hitler as:

"the Reich of the Hanse, which e stablished an economic,
operational, and cultural order (Wirtschafts -, Ar-
beits- und Kulturkreis) extending from the Black

Sea over Danube, Main, Rhine, Flanders, North Sesa,
Baltic See, Ilmen Lake, Djnepr, Black Sea, and unit-
ing all peoples comprised in this Verkehrszirkel
(operational circle) or bordering on it, into one
European Grossraum economy.," Il./g

He stated explicitly that "the “uropem continent must re-
emerge there where, around 1500, the Hanseatic Grossraum
economy came to an end." 2/

This whole Buropean Grossraum was to be divided

between German and Italien leadership, The Greater German

Reich hed its geopolitical basis in the Nordostseeraum

(space of the North and Baltic Sea) with the Ostraum be-

1/ "Das Neue Eu;opa,'Deutsches Recht, iusgabe 4,X, no.49,
1940, 5. 20873,

2/ Ibid., p. 2084.
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" while Fascist

lenging to its "living and economic space,’
Italy dominated the Mediterranean space. 1/
In his article of 1932, which was reprinted in 1938

(see VII above), Daitz made it perfectly clear that the economic

integration into Grossraum spaces was at the same time to be

a political integration since:

"It is necessary for every nation that its space of
economic autarchy, that is, everything that it nceds
for the maintenance of its economic and state-political
independence, lie within its political frontiers." 2/

The same article outlined the direction of the German
Ostraum policy as the:

"activaticn of the entire belt of stutes from Latvia
down to the Black Sea." 3/

and demanded the building up of a strong navy for the protection
of this Ostraum policy:

""Mder no circumstances can Germany neglect building
up its navy so that it can at any time bar (sperren)
the Sound, the Straits, and the Horth Sea-Baltic
Canal, the gates to Germany's future living and
economic space, the Ostraum," 4/

1/ 1bid.,also Werner Daitz, "iussenhandelspolitik und Os-
Traumpolitik", Der Weg zur voelkischen 'lirtschaft und zur
Europaeischen Grossraumwirtschaft, Dresden,1938.,vol.II:
Deutschland und die Buropseische Grossraumwirtschaft,p.72 ff.-
Daitz' article was reprinted from Nationalsoziallistischer
Wirtschaftsdienst, no. 23, 3 Uctober 1932,

2. "iussenhandelspolitik und Ostrsumpolitik" op.cit.,p.74.

R i b e

4/ Tbid., ps 73,
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" to dominate

While :hus proclaiming their "mission
Europe, the Nazis did not neglect to continue their prepara-

tions for the incorporation of "adjacent" ifrican territory

into the European Grossraum, On 29 .pril 1941, the appoint-

ment of General von Epp as Minister for Colonies was an-
nounced. On the same day, a Government spokesman stated that
Germany had for years been making the most systematic pre-
parations for the administrution of a vast ..frican empire as
an adjunct to Burope. 1/

Some statements by the Wazi leaders indicate that,
in their mind, the German "mission" had assumed the form,
not only of Buropean, but even of world leadership. For
example, in an address to students in Berlin, Goebbels claimed
as carly as 14 June 1939 that "not Great Britain but Germany
should rule the world.," 2/
Hans Frank, the Governor General of Poland, declared on 21
December 1941 in Cracow that

"It is the greatest gift of heaven to be able %o oall

oneself a Germen, snd we are proud to master the world

as Germens, Today :dolf Hitler is called upon to be
the leader of tne world - unhampered by snyone," 3/

\ ¥ Bulletin of International News,, vol. XVIII, No. 10,
p. 653,

2/ Quoted ibid., vol. VI, no. 13, p. 674,

3/ Quoted ibid., vol. XVII, no. 26, p. 1737.

——
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The idea of a European Grossraumordnung under German

domination became an established fact of WNazi policy, and the
Nazis ennounced that the fact was meant to stay. For example,

in 1940, the Deutsche .iuslandswissenschaftliche Institut

(Institute for Research on Foreign Countries) arrunged a

series of lectures on Probleme des Europaischen Grosswirtschafts-

roumes. The Institute was the nucleus of Office VII of the

Security Service of the Reichsfuhrer 858, headed by Franz Al-

fred Six, who was at the samc¢ time the head of the Kultur-

politische .bteilung in the Foreign Office. The lectures were

published in 1943 in a scries edited by Six, They contain the
following statements:

"Within its new frontiers Greater Germany which, after
the victory of its arms, is entitled to the political,
cconomic, and cultural lcadership in the Buropean
space together with its .ixis partner, must militarily,
military-economically (wehrwirtschaftlich), and morally
be and remein so strong that any attempt to change this
state of affairs through intra - or extra Luropean
forces is a priori without a chance of success,” 1/

"The Central EBuropean Space, essentially the Greater
Germen Reich with at present 880,000 square kilometers
end 112 million inhabitants, is not only geographically
and politically, but also e¢conomically the natursal
center of gravity for contincntal Burope... & stable
foundation for the economic reorganization of Burope

is first provided chiefly by the cocperation of the
Centrzl and South Eastern Eurcpem spacc which is to a

1/ Probleme des Buropaischen Grosswirtschaftsraumes,Berlin,
1923, p. I
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great extent independent of Great Britain and Over-
seas and which is economically stable with South
Europe. From this foundation can then be undertaken
a cautious incorporation (Einbau) into the new order
of the North - and West European spaces (Teilraume).
which are strongly sensitive to crises." Egr

These statements == and the quotations from Werner Daitz ==

also show that the idea of the New Order as Grossraumerdnung

contained from the very beginning the Nazi policy of economic
expansion and integration as it developed under the Nazi occu-
pation. E/

VIII. UNLAWFUL ELEMENTS OF NAZI OCCUPATION POLICY

A. General

Daitz! exposition reveals the chief elements which become
basic for the Nazi occupation policy: +the idea of the "leading
nation" (the Greater German Reich) with the mission of "organizing"

the European Grossraum on the economic, political, and cultural

levels; and the division of the Grossraum into (a) the leading

nation's own autarkic living space, (b) thie nation's economic

living space, which, after acquisition from without, is to be
bordering on the
included in its national frontiers, and (c) the territories

1/ Ibid. pp. 30-31.
See next chapter, and the war crimes paper "Criminal
Responsibilities in Connection with Planning and Execution
of Occupation Policy", R&A Report No. 3113.
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notional snd economic living space. This conception was ex-
plicitly tied up with Nazi occupution policy by Jcrner Best, 1/
who also played an important part in its execution. ( He was
chief of the Civil .dministration in occupied i'rance, and
Germon Plenipotentiary in Denmark,. ) From this concept was
derived the idea of diffoerentizl treatment for the difrerent

pcoples in the Grossraum: the popul .tion in th. “"raeial core"

cf the living space of the "leading nataon" was to reccive
butter treatment and, accordingly, & higher form orf édminis-
tretion, grenting them rights of' sclf-zoveronment which were
withheld from the population in the more rumcte parts of the

Grossraum., This required a variety of types of administra-

tion of the occupied territorics, ranging all the way from an
"allience administrotion” with w certein amount of indepundence
for the administered country, down to a "colonial ndminis-
tration, ' which concentrsted all powers in the lunds of the
Nazi Government. 2/

.ccording to Verncr best, the German pcople was ecalled

upen te rule (walten) not only over "its own folkish order

but also over the mamifold p.rts of a growing "Grossraumord-

l/ "Grossraumordnun; und Grossrawnverwsltung," Zeitschrift flir
Politik, 1941; "Grundlagcen cincr deutschen Crossraumver-
waltung," in: Festgabe fur deinrich bimmler, Dermstadt,
1941, p. 45 ff.

2/ Ibid,
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nung." This tremendous task did not allow of any "division

or splitting-up" of administrative functions: to the ruled
peoples, the ruling power of the German nation had rather to
demonstrate itself as a unified and centralized power, 1/
The "leading nation" would exercise power over all sphercs

of public life and possess "totsl leadcrship" (Totalitat der

Fthrung), which includes administration as well as politische

Menschenfuhrung, 2/

Stripped of its metaphysical terminology, this meant
that the "leading nation" had the right, even the "mission",
to use all material and human resources within thescope of

its Grossraum for the preservation of its own dominant posi-

tion. The entire political, cultural, and ecomomic life of
the "ruled peoples" had to be geared to the requirements of
the "leading nation." 1If this nation were at war, the entire

population of the Grossraum would have to work for its war

effort:

"The task of Grossraumwirtschaft, which is coming
into its stride, is to mobilize all the people in this
space. It must be expressly pointed out that none of

1/ Werner Best, Festgabe ftr Heinrich Himmler, loc, cit,,
Pe 8T,

2/ Arthur Seyss-Inquart, "Die politische ..ufgabe des Reichs-
kommissars," Zeitschrift flir voilkische Verfassung und Ver-
waltung, 1942, vol. VII, p. III.

SECRE



SECRET

the countries belonging to this space will be allowed
to stay aside." 1/

"obso-

This mobilizetion is to be carried through without
lete" considerations for the standard of living of the
population in these countries:

"The obsolete views concerning the maintenance

of the present standard of living, which are held,

for instance, in the countries of western and northern

Europe, are no longer of importance and cannot be

recognized by us. The necessity of mobilizing all

efforts for the war dominates the present hour." 2/

The Nazis recognized neither internaticnal nor national
limitations upon the forcible, compulsory incorporation of
the occupied territories into the German war machine, The
degree of terror and compulsicn applied in the implementation
of the Nezi measures varied with the degree of native
cooperation end resistance, Howeve>, the following illegal
and criminal measures were applied everywheére in pursuance
of the Nazi occupution policys

(1) Forcible eviction und deportation of the native

population beyond "militury necessity." In
many ceases, the land and the property of the

evicted were awarded to Nazis or to Nazi sym-
pathizers in the occupied countries,

1/ The President of the Homburg Chamber of Commerce, at a
New Year's gathering, 1943. Quoted in: Germany: (Brit-

ish) Basic Handbook, Part III, p. 3.

2/ Ibid.
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(2) TWholesale confiscation of property (state as
well as private).

(3) Spoliation and exploitation of the occupied
countries beyond "militery necessity" in favor
of German business, Nari Party and government
officials, Nazi collubc.sationists; ete.

(4) Punitive measures against the civilian popula-
tion of the occupied countries: indiscriminate
killings, shooting of hostages, burning down of

houses and villages, internment, torturing, star-
vation, etc.

(5) Unlawful treatment of military personnel belong-
ing to the occupied countries.

Documentation on the criminal character of the Nazi
occupation policy is provided in the war crimes paper
"Criminsl Responsibilities in Connection with Planning and
Execution of Occupation Policy" R&A Report No. 3113. Crimi-
nal methods werc used in all forms of Nazi administration of
occupicd countries, but they were made the very principle of
administration in the form described by Best as "colonial
administration® _ (sco abovc)  and applied chiefly to the
occupied Bastern Buropean torritories. Best described the
principles of this form of adminis?ration as follows:

"The law of the colonial administration is posited

without limitations by the government of the leading

nation or its colonial authorities as the immediate
right of the leading nation.....As regards the
preservation of the natives (Eingeborene), it should

be noted that according to experience, they react against

lebensfeindliche(life-destroying) measures of thc colonial
administration by dying out (Aussterben),since they are
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unable to offer resistance,"” l/

Be. Political Controls

The Nazi occupation policy was geared not only to full
administrative but also to full political control. 2/ Direct
control by the Nazi Party aand its affiliates over the occupied
territories was achieved through the establishment of .rbeit-
sbereiche (uctivity Spheres) or, in the incorporuted areas,

Gaue of the NSDAP, The first of these .ctivity Spheres was

established in the Government General on 6 May 1940, 3/

The administrative setup in the occupied territories
shows that the terroristic machine was from the beginning con-
ceived as an integral part of the administration. This is
demonstrated by the fact that the Higher SS authorities werc
superimposed upon the general administration, responsible
directly to Himmler, 4/ In most cases, the Higher SS and
Police leaders olso held the office of Public Safety in the

central administrative machinery of the respective countries.

1/’ Werner Best, Festgabe ffir Heinrich Himmler,op.cit.,p.58.

2/ Sco VIIL A above, especially the statement of Seyss-Inguart.

3/ Das Recht des Gencralgouvernements, Cracow, 1941, p. a
180,

4/ Sec the interrcgation of Karl Hermann Frank, quoted
ahove, VI, B 1 C.
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As early as 1939, the Higher SS and Police Leaders were made
responsible for Germanization in all territories already
annexed or to be annexed, and in the same year Himmler himself

was eppointed Reichskommissar flr die Festigung des Deutschen

Volkstums (Reich Commissar for the Strengthening of German

Folkdom).l/This agency conducted to a great extent the policy
of Germanization of the occupiced countries.
One of the chief instruments of Germanization was

the Deutsche Volksliste (German Racial Register), which es-

tablished in the occupied territories four categories of
candidates for German citizenship, with varying privileges
and duties. The Racial Register was determined by the

Reichsfllhrer SS in his capacity as “sich Commissar for the

Strengthening of German Folkdom, and by the Reich Minister of
the Interior, 2/ For details of the Germanization procedures,
see war crimes paper on "Criminal Responsibilities in Con-
nection with Planning end Execution of Occupation Poligies,"

R & A4 Report No. 3113,

C. Economic Exploitation

Terroristic political controls over the occupied terri-

1/ Organisationsbuch der NSDAP, 1943, p. 314.

2/ Reichsgesetzblatt 1941, I, pp.118-120 for the Eastern
territorics. In the Reichsgau Wartheland, the Racial

Register was established as carly as 1939: Verordnungs-
blgtt des Reischsstatthalters imyReichsgau 7 -

o0, 1999, De o
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tories were supplemented by a tight net of economic con-
trols, adapted to and even integrated into the pattern of
control that prevailed in Germany, These controls were exer-
cised through close cooperation and coordination of sgencies
of the Nazi Government and of the =21f-government system of
business which was set up in 1943, Within this framework of

organization, the entire economy of the cccupied countries

was compulsorily organized and made the organ of Nazi spoliation
and exploitation. The large German industrial and commercial

enterprises were the chief beneficiaries of these activities:

the Reichsvereinigungen, the German compulsory peak cartels, were

1

entrusted with the task of "orgenizing" BEuropean resources, and

innumerable German firms operated in the occupied countries,
either directly or through branches and subsidiaries,

The policy of economic spoliation and exploitation was
determincd by central German agencies. The most important ones
were:

(1) Delecgate for the Four Year Plan (G8ring). Auth-
orization was given, or assumed, asmong others, in
the "Decrce on the Planned Utilization of the Oe-
cupied Western Territories for the German War Economy™
(26 sugust 1940) 1/ and in the "Decree on the
Utilization of the Occupied sastern Territorigs for
the German Var Econcmy," (29 July 1941). 2/

(2) Speer's Ministry for irmament and “ur Production,
operating mainly throu" Armament Inspectors,

(3) Several Reich Commissioners and Inspectors,
directly responsible to Hitler or Goring.

1/ Vierjalnesplan direchirc #14395, quoted in Kommentarfui
Tliirtschal sgesetzgebring,

2/ Refcrred to in The Heilungs Blattdes 'firtsdafts-und
Rirsteingsenites/OKV, 1942, p, 83.
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