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I . lllTROW CTI OH

The aVO;'18 d goal of the Nat i onal Socialist mov e-

merrt vsee the acquisition of ;;l and and soi l fo r t he

nourishment of our people &nd for settling our

surplAs :population ;lU . The scope of t h i s expansionist

program vie» f i r s t def ined as the uni on of all Germans

into a ;i!}re Clt GernaI1Y°.§/ . This i mplied and included

t he abolition of the pe a ce Treaties of Versailles and

st . Germai n.0' ~ wh.i oh pl aced d.ef ini te r estric tions

Germany 's right to r earm and to r evise her f ront ier s .

In order to carry out t his pr ogrillu , the Nazi l eader-

ship ~as r esolved to us e any neans , legal or ill egal ;

t hey were cons c ious and c onv i nce d t h at , in t he last

analysis , only force (military povrer and t error) coul d

bring t hem to the i r go al .~

11 Poi nt 3 of the Party program . See al s o
Hi t l er ,~ Kampf , p , 947- 8 .

Point 1 of the Party program .

Ibid . pp . 1 79 -180 ; 181-2 ; 182 -3 .

('2997 )
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Exe cution of t h is Nazi pr vgram necessitated the

de veLopnerrt of a corapr-e h en s i v e plan. cover i ng d omes t i c

as n el l as fore ign po l i cy . 1Jllen t h ey be gan their

act iv i t i es shor t ly a ft er the end of the First '.1o l~ld

~ :ar , they we r e r r.ce d ",lith a p ar l i.ament ar y-democr atic

German g ove r nnent con~itted to t h e lulfillLillnt of th e

Tre aty of Vers ailles • The major I ty of the oerman

populat io n , moreo ve r , ','las agains t a for eign pol i cy of

aggres s i ve ex pan s Lo n , Sin ce t h e acqui sition of n evz

terr it ory Lmp'l Led t he r e arn ardent of Ge r ma ny and t he

building u p of 0. povrer ru.l. uilitary for ce c ap ab.l e o f

waging war-s of aGGression , the Haz is had t o b eGin by

ove r t lmowing the Gove rnLlent of the ~!eimar Re pu b.ILc ,

Se i zure of pOV.JBr in '}ernany , in shor t , ',', s s 8. prerequ i -

s i t e to the establ i srwle nt of the Greater Ge~man Reich

in Europe ond to prepar ation r or vres: ,

11 ]]'01' o rro r-e sae d countries vli l l not be br ought b e c k
int o the b os om' of t he c oramon Re ich b y mecns 0 f
fiery p r otest s , but by c. might y sword , To f orge
t h i s swor-d i s t h e t e sk of t h e domes t i c pol i ticc.l
l e c.der ship of G pe op l e ; to gU.oTd th e work o f
fo rging und to s e ek cOLIT a de s in arn9 i s t h e t c s k
of the fore ign pol i cy l e a dership . ;;1;

The donest i c policy o f the FQ.z is Du s t thus be con-
. " '"

s i.de r e d as t.he f i r s t s t agc in -::118 i r p c.l i cy of conquest

2n d c.ggress i on .

11 Hitler , I'lein I~ e.mpf , Hou ght on rriff l i n e d i t i on ,
Bos t on 1 93 9 , p . 891 .

(72 997) SECRET
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II. THE OVERTHROW OF THE PARLIAMENTARY-DEMOCRATIC GERMAN
GOVERNfvlENT AS THE FIRST PART OF THE PLAN FO R AGGRESSION,

1918-1933

In order to establish German supremacy in Eu r ope, t he Nazi s

had f irst to seiz e power in Germany and to r earm Germany f or

totalitarian war . This process involved:

A . The use of terror and violenc e .

The German state a s i t was e s t ab l i shed a ft e r the downfa l l of

the monarchy was a parliamentary democ r ac y . Within t he f ramework

of this democrac y, preparat i on for the e stablishment of Ge r ma n

s up remac y over Europe was i mpo ss i b le beca use of opposition from

I t he democratic par t ie s , which were committed to a policy of peac e ­
I

J ful international c ooperation, and to f ul f illment of the Versa i lles'

Treat y or its r evision by l ega l an d peaceful means . As the elec -

t ion figures from 1919 to Hit l er' s a scent to power show , t h e anti-

militarist and ant i -expansionis t parties were cons istent ly bac ke d

by the majority of the popul ation .

Under these circumst anc es, the r emova l of t he democratic -

parliamentary gov ernment was the prec ondit ion f or t he attainment

of the goals of Naz i sm.

"Fr-om the very f'Lr s t da y the vatchv or-o was : unl i mited C, 'CI '(;:;lo
a gai n s t Berl in .. ..One th ing was cer tain : Los sow , Kahr , and
Seisser had the same gJal that we had: to get r i d of the
Re ich gov ernment ui th i t s present i nte r national and pa r l i a­
mentary posit ion and t o r eplac e it by an anti -parliamenta ry
government ." 1/

Hitler I s. speech be f ore .' t h o "Mun I ch court, 26 Peb r-uar-y 1921~

(My Nevl Order, NevT York 19·~1 ; p . 74 ~ 75) : ..
" . .
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Hitler 's e mph a s i s on the "unlimited" character o f this

struggle a ga inst the established form of government indicates

hi s endor s e me nt of force and i l l e ga l means . In 1932, h e declared

open l y : "If the present regime does not make way for us, we will

r e mov e i t . " l! Indeed, since, in free elections , the popular

majorit y h a d clearly ex p r e s s e d their backing of the democratic-

parliamenta r y fo rm o f government, t he Naz i movement could hope ..

fo r the s eizure of p ower only by anti-parliamentary, unconstitu-

tional means.

The se means were, indeed, the earliest weapons of the Nazi

movemen t . The Fr e e Corps, for example, provided the nucleus of

the Nazi movement . Clandestine military and para-military 01"'-

ga n i z a t i on s , t h e y f ought a brutal war o f t heir own, not only

against t he f r ont ie r r egulations of the Versailles Treaty but

also agai ns t d emocrat ic forces in Germany . Assault, political

murder , i ntimida tion - - all forms of t error 'He r e their we a p on s ,

a n d wi e l d ing t hem were many men who subsequently became Nazis .

On 3 August 1921, Hitler e s t ab l i sh e d the first of his own

para-military organi z a tion s , the SA. Its avowed task was to mak e

the NSDAP "the master oi: the street II : 1:1
"P ossess ion o f the street i s the key t o the at.at.evpove r­
t h a t vas What the SA marched and fought for . "

In 1923 , the SA va s reorganiz ed into a military unit

(Weh rve rband), t o be mob ilized 1'01'" "active resistanc e against

11
V

Muni ch, 23 January 1932 ; The Times (London), 25 J a n ua r y 1932
'(Hi t l e r ' s Speeches , ed . Baynes, p . 164),
Ernst Bayer, Di e SA ., . Berlin 1938 , p . 9, i i;

('(2997 ) SECRET
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foreign domination" (in the Ruhr territory, then occupied by the

French ) . l! After the Hitler putsch of November 1923, the Reich

Commissar for Bavaria, Von Kahr prohibited the SA., but it con­

tinued to exist illegally ." ?J
It became~ in fact, during the initial stage of the movement

the chief terroristic organization by means of which the Nazis

tried to attain its initial goals ~- the overthrow of the parli-

amentary government of the Weimar Republic, the elimination of

a~ !olitical opposition, and the establishment of a totalitarian

regime which would prepare and mobilize Germany for the conquest

of new soil . 2.1
/ The Nazi leadership openly endorsed the use of illegal
i

j means, force and violence for the attainment of these goals .

' ~{e are not afraid to engage in political activities though
ve be condemned as illegal ." y
"Should the Party be prohibited, then we shall continue to
work illegally. II y
r' __- t o prepare the downfall of this order and to overthrow
it by all available means ." 21
"Just as IvIu8solini exterminated the Marxists in Italy" so
must we also succeed in accomplishing the same through
dictatorship and terror." Y
"Fight daily and, if it be necessary, in the barricades.
This fight will be fought with machine guns , mines and
grenades ." 1/

; ,

l! Ernst Bayer, Die SA ., Berlin 1938, p. 9, 11 .
2/ Ibid - p. 10 .
*~ Hitler, 20 April 1923 (Hi t l er' s Speeches, ed. Baynes, p . 57).
!I Kempner , p . 38f (NS Press Korrespondeng #35)
~ Kempner, p . 73 (Hi t l e r, Mein KamSf, 2 German edition .)
~ Kempner , p. 86 (Wi l h e l m Frick , 1 Oct . 1929-1930, p. 50).
II. Kempner , p . 101 (Rob e r t Ley , 1 May 1928)
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"Ad ol f Hitler d oes not leave us the lea s t bit of uncertainty
whe n he s ays - - In this fight h eads will rol l in the sand,
either t he i r s o r ours. Therefore we must see that it is the
head s of othe r's that roll .... " y
These stat ements by the Nazi leadership only described in

wor ds what, with t he i r instigation and b a c k i n g , actually took

place i n Germany . The history of the Nazi movement under the

Wei mar Repub l ic ·i s a history of murders, assaults, blackmail

of all fo r ms of te r ro r against political and personal oppo­

nent s . y Its c r i.minal history begins with the famous Feme mur­

ders (s ome of t h e as s a s s i n s involved i n these murders later on

b ecame p rominent Na zi lea de r s ) , a nd i t ·and it reaches a high

,\p o i n t with the Potempa murder of 1 932 .

II In this crimeHitler i den t ified h i mself openly with the mur -

derers . In the summer of 1 932 , f ive SA men murdered a Communist

worker i n his bed i n the pres enc e of his mother . The fiv e men

were convicted a n d sentenced to d eath on 22 August 1932 . Aft er

the p r omul ga t i on of th8 s ent enc e , Hitler s ent them the follOWing

te leg r a m:

'~omrade s ! I n vie w of t hi s most monstrous blo od s ent enc e
I f eel myself linked with you i n unl im it ed l oyalty .
From this moment on, your freedom i s a matter of ou r
honor , and the struggle a ga inst a g ove r nmen t under which
this was p o ss ibl e i s our d uty . II Y

l!
) y

2J

Kempner, p . 1 05 -6 Na tional s oziali s ti sche Bri efe, vol . 4,
15 May 1929 .
The hi s tory o f Nazi murders i s document ed i n a s eparate pape r .
J ohann v on Lee rs , Kurzgefasst e Geschicht e d es Nationalsocial ­
ismu s , Bie l e f e ld 1933, p . -CB.
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Tl-: G Pr ns s i a n Go ve r n lile n t of Fr a nz von :Fa ) e n commut ed t he

d eath sontonce to ~12r( Labor , l!il e C; il i t L er 11nc1 cone to p OYJ8r ,

t~e murderers we re re leas ed and h&ile d as heroes .

Thi s te .rro r ist ic fi C;:lt 2[,ainst t he e s t a bLd shed par -

Li. a r .i e n t ar -y-d erao c.ra t L c c o ve r ni.le n t i n Ge.rcian y was exp l L c i t Ly

ti e d up b y the Na z i s ~;; i t h the st r uGgl e a gai nst ;li .r: t e r na t i on -

" huma n.i tar ian i s rn" eve r ywhe r e , and with the )::; r o "0.rz8. -_ .r:' c..;

t i on o f a ;;f'ana t ical na tio nali sm" ',/h iell '.V8.3 to p r ov i d e the

;;sp i r i t ua L" (eTO und for tilS po l icy o f a sgressi VG expans Lon i.am,

The lin k b e t viecn the L:faz is ' domes t i. c and forei (~n po Li c y be -

COfllCS c 18 0.1.- .

ill ' the f irst p lace , 0 urpco1!le ;,lL1S t be (l. e l i vo red
f r oQ t)o hopeless confusio~ o ~ intcrn~tianal cODvictio~s

a n d e d llc r,t o l: co ns cLo osLy and s ys t ema tLc a Ll y to f'anat LcaL
n2t ion21i ~ [l . • . • Se cond , insofar a s WG oducate o ur
peop le to l'i C,~ ~t. aca i .:1c; t t he G.i::lil'iuDl o f deft10CrLlC .i' and
br i ns i t a~2in to the re c oG~i t i o ~ of authority and of
L ead er shdp , ~ '}O t.car .i t crr:!::1y" f rcr.; t lio ~1 0l'"2. ,S Cll:JO of .:? 8.r ­
lia ~,ie!ltariG[.!. i 3[,1 . . • Tilil~d , iE~JO:a r a s rIC deliver t he
p Go~lc froQ the atmC3)~GrO of ) itiajle bel i ef i n pos -
s i odLi t.Lo s '.:h ie ;-; li e out.o i.d e t.l ie ~)()I_l~~C~S o: onc ' s min
[.~t rel1Gth"' -SL1.ch [ ,3 t ho (jo l i e f i n r-ccon c i Li e t i on , undsr-
s t.and i n.j , l,'}Gl'l ~~ ;)82CO , t. ~·!e Le a j .uc o: l .c t.Lo n a , and i n­
t e r na t io na l so lic1 c:u::, i Jcy-- - ',le de st ro v t .uoae Ldec s . Tl:.ero
i s onl: ono ri c;l:. t L: t he v.o r L« ;JDCt tilLs .ri :::) lt is 0 1-:.0 ' S

0:' "111 f.:; t l~Qnc; t~l . ~ j .1./

, - . , , .. '=' / t - d 1 't he T .("sat..;1" of v'eI'S 9 l.L-..C S . l'b ;.le r 3D o..re c,.

t o use ill OLCll noa n s fo r t i.-:s at t a i.nu e rrt 0-';: t.h.i r Cue,l .i n t he

trial a galllst t he ibie.:1S'.rer:,.!' o r ri c er-s at ULo in 1 9 :)0 . :-Ie

( 72 997 )



)
I

SECRET

stated in repl y to questions as to the mothod s ~e a dvoc&ted

f or the r evi sion of t~e p ea c e trosty :

;'1 }J:'C SUGf; here t.lia t ',. "1 e 11.8.ve triui.ll)l1e(~ . Then vtc
shall figl:.t a gainst t uc t.rea t.i es wit.h a ll W31:,ilS , in­
c Lud i n g thos e wh i.ch , in tho \;i81;1 of · the wor Ld , ar-e
illeCdl .;; l!
Hitler , mo r'eo ve r , mado it clear that abolit ion of the

Treaty of' Versailles v.ouI d be only the first s t ep in tl18 Ll1-

~lemG nt ation of a p l a n for e=~ansion bevond t h e GerQan front iers

of 1914 :.

:JT' '.:~; frontiers o f 1914 ~Ji{;nii'y no t.h i.n g 8. t al l f or
tbe future of the German nation . The~ embodied ne ither
a p.ro t e c t Lon in t h c '::~ <:' 2 t , nor -\} ould they emb ody s t.re ngt.h
for the fnt L1TG . The Gel.'C:lsn nat i.c n ',ii l l no i r.he r 1:"11:.in­
tain it s Lnt.e rnaI intcc;ri t y t ar-o Uf)l then , nor t.'i l l its
sustennRnc e be Eua r a n t o e d by t~e0, no~ do t: ·cse front iers
ap)oar appropriate or oven s atisfactory from a Qilitary
_. _. - • I "- ;;? /

Vll:hl.Dul "1 c' • •• .';2

The l iLli ts of Gerc.:an. eX :)·]';.1.'..:i011 1,'(.:)1"'8 only 118. Guel y de f ined

by the 1ebenSl~o.IJ.G to 1"111ic:.1 t he ITGz is fe lt the German race '..ra s

entit led ( s e e be Low ) ; for' the a c q uis i t L on of t.n i s Le b GESraU[ll,

tile Nazis sanct ioned fI'Oil t.no bcci.iJ.nin:~ t ae L1.:3C of ',],_',r and a n y

fo rci bl c (,13 C,l1S :

;:11' this cart.h really 112.8 1'00;:1 ono u jh fOT r.L l, to
live in , t.uon one shouL d..~ive us t.h e space t h a t vt e ne e d
r'o r li vl.n .r , On e r.:il l ce.r-t.a i n .l y n ot La xe t o do t h l s •
'I'h en , hovre v e r , t,l.~e richt of se l:!~' -lJrGservat ioj,l c orae s Lu t o
effect ; and \J~at 11;;:8 been d e ~l i e C. to k i nd ne s s '.lil1 h a lf 0
t.o be t.ake n 'iIi th the r i s t ; " :2../

1/ Frankfur~6r Ze ituna , 26 Sop tember l S30 .
2/ Iii t Le .r , r.:ein KULlP:L' , p . 9 L17
~ / - ,. 1 " ric: 1 " 0o .L()l C . ~) . ,L i;J - :)

( 729( 7 )
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;IOnE- had to [Jake i t c lear t o onesel f that th i s Gou l
( t~e acquis i t ion ' of l a n d in ~urope ) co uld be r 02ched only
t h r o ugh fi:~;lti.'1-::: , ,J.n( q u .i e t.Ly to f ace tile pa s s ar, e at a r.ns , ;;1/

;1 • • • t.hc n8' .1 Re i ch wo uLd aga in have to start march-
i n g a.lon ., t he r oad of t.ne Kni ,::;l:.t s o f t h e Or c1c T of t'o rme r
t i u e s to () .VD, wi th t h e J.:.e l~) o f tile Ge r i1a n swo r d , tho so i l
to t h e p Low and the dai l y breo.c1 t o t he 1121. t i.o r. , ;1 y
Thi s e ndo r sement o f f'o r-c e f o l l ows ine vi t a bl y I'r o,n t h e

basi c Na t i onal So ciali s t concep tion tha t t he li f o o f i ndividual s

; as we l l as na tio n s i s a novel' end ing s t r ugGl e f or ~0~8r i n
I

f

nhich onl y t he Gos t br ut a l f orc e i s c a p a bl e of survi ving . T' i s

concept ion , which r ej e c t s Q~J distinct ion be twe en nar and peace ,

be t vre e n LegaL and illc .z;..1, l , c1i p l o[,:n t i c e..n( Cl.i l it ,::'.ry ucaris , e s -

taol ishes the uni t y a~d forei ell 901icy:

I
1

[

/
"Ther e i s no !'1i ::::; t i n c t i o li be t we en ,'lar and Y3nco .

St rug~le i s ever ~res0nt . • • T~e f inal dec ision l i e s
VI i t il t~le swo r d , I n. t h e ]: o'.re r of tile swo rd li e s tl1e
vi t al strength o f a nat ioll . Th e re is , the r efor e , n o
d i f fe ren.ce be twe en Cto(jlest ic 8.n(l fo reL:::;...'1 ::;:1 01 i c ;' . ;; '!lJ
Th e goa l of N:' z i for8i ~n po licy Das defined ~y Alfred

Ro s enbe r s as f o l lows :

;iTo cr e elt o . . • room f o r tile; corui.n., hundred ai t Ltor.
Genla ns is t lli-~ o b j c c t i.v o of Na t i.o n a L Soci3.1ist f'o r c i.r .n
poli c y . .: .11

o f Naz i sm i n Oermcny and i n Europ e . I line ;'!it.!: the ueve109-

men t o f the ;;Uet l 0 ",' d e r :; ove r the conque r-ed terr ~_ t c r i ec , t ne

i

\

Ibi d . ; 1) . 18~

I bi d . , · y . 18 2 ~ 18 3
Hi t Le r , Liun.l ch, 2 lI~CiY l 'J 2G; Voe Llci s cher :2e obacl1ter ,
4 Ha y 192.3 (Hitler ' s ~io rcls , eeL? a i.'.(::o , l~ ' S ) .
In : .:l.l f r e d Ro e onbo i-g , D .r · ~~ei c ll s ;Ylrteit 3. ,c . der i';S:;)JU:' ,
Nurnbe r r; 19-21 Al.ll~:Lls t 1 927 , b Ll.11CllOn 1 92'7 , 1") , 37 -3t3
( F ..., Tl -, . n ' " 1 • la~r, . 1'::" ' )1.uclluman , . 10 r~a~l i. : ,~c 'G a t; O r CU,lj) , .J,:) ';} , J.J • .) l) •

(72997 )
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or ie;inal , s tr-Lo t l. y Ger!!lcJ.ll L ebcn sraUlil ",' j[1S en .Lar-ged i n t o t h e

concept ion of the Gl'o::srauf,lordn un " in ','hicll t;10 l a r e;e c o r e

s a ts l l itc s t a t eD a Dd ~ op u18 t i o ns un der G ' ~ c ,~n s up r e ma c y . Th o

idea o f Gr os s r a ui.lo r dm::'L":r '.ia s f l<.,:' :ciole eno u(~;ll to t al: -:3 in oven

. __ t.r-a -Eur ope a n terri t.o ri.e s . Fo r ex::::.c.lp l e , ", .e rne r Da i ty , \ ;110

Ilo l d a key ~o si tion i n t~Q Of fic e for R~ rei cn Folie y i n t~c

I o f L eb en sr a um f o r t il e Oer ma n ~:eople '.J :" S to be car-ri.ed out on

a p eac e j'uL a nd 10.::...al nay . Fri oI' to l C~..... - "~_ . , 110\!8 v::; 1' , the? vre r e

franlc 8110Ll f,h to ad[;~i t t ~18.t the r r 02;r EI(,1 n e a ri t v.a r , 3.11C~ t:-lE'.t

the y we r e e yc t e nat.Lca Ll y ) ,I· epa r i n.::..; f o r i t . :T9. z i fOl'ei~ n

pc L'i C ~T vras t.hus co n -::'. i t Lo ne d upon t ~ ; e ua c 0-: :force Ctnc~ :~ ~.;res S i0l1

j ust as the dome s t Ic Jo llc y ~as :

:IThe .soc.l ot ror e i'.n )ol:l c ~r i s t.!lG ~~re t3c.'Tl;:,l tJ0.:1 of
a people 's cie ar.s of suh s i s tc uc c ; i t i s ':'-tO L1L' '~ lt:2 -:~lan

t~-! e )1"es el'")\."' 2 J::. iJ t1 =':: t, ~l~ i~_f '? o f : a 2~2.. t .Lon , T '''~ c ~-.,::'.. tll t o
"G~li s G0 2. J. :. .;il-l ~ Ln tjl (; ..!..., tl~a l 2;. i1a l2r2 5. ·5 , S11 .lC; .l: 7"O =:·8 ·', :C:i' .

T~le Inea us v;ill bc~ '~'. tl C :~!. i :) ~)J (, i' t .tl~: i j :~l t·i o .1"; 2l ~~ l '~ : :i.':. ;::; 8 ~'.

:.11) .i n its [.li l :L t:. l~ ~;' o re::;Lu: i zQ t: i o~1 , .Q1 Ll3 C. l OVC,T ~)o l it j_ cCl. l

lender ;·3.:.·lip , '.,'lii e > choose s t}:1.8 courae ~')L' i;() l ic :" ;j i~]E:: J.,'.'

arid t:'ler~ s,·.~.) l oj';3 t.h ; :·. ~ 82J1:3 in ::, :::::n.i o Llsl~/ . Any fc r 8i ~)n

po l i.cv , t hC'I" :~ ~'0r:-; , l::; lL:L::,(i l .l ~-' \,;L:" t .JJ 8 r iO' ' (; 1' ccnsti t.~Jt (?t.l

L-~ t~'l 8 na t l.ou , 2. __~.Cl ~l r ,-' ~;ourc8..::'ul or e:; .-:d };. z ~".::.io ri of t .h i s
p o.r e r , 11&i:1Gl j' , t:1C ,.~i l i t.:::' r y .

;I I t i s 5.!:ii) C c:J i ]) Lc Lr. t~'lG 1 0 11.::":. I'Ll~~. ~;O cc.r-r .? o ut our
f'o r-ei.gn po]j("~ '.:i t ll o ut !.)Ui l:t L~.~, t.l) tho ~~ ·. i·.'r . L~ t~'i i3 is
no t c.i.ouc , t h .; r~~ :~; -.1:Lto -, ,:.iLl, ,:'.. l. ~. l ~~~' S ·DG I 't ~~ : . ' ~ c.~ t i ':l G • 1. i.. i. ::.: "L l:e
f un c tion of uor.te s t i c p o l r c y to ;':Lli JJ. iX'; L :o c.J!:'y D. S L~

( 72 997 )



n e aris by wh i ch foreicn ' poli cy C211 at tain i t s 111tiG8.. t e
Goa l s . Domes tic polic~T mus t f' c Ll.or. li n e s v.h .l ch (18.1.;:e
noss ibLe tile c r ea t.Lo n o f ;' 0 " ' 8 p ':"'11 a r rie d r o ;~ c,-::>« ; / 11j: ..... I . _"...J...... _ _ . ..... ... ~ ~J" _... . ... . ........ ... ~~ ....l ""- .J- _ '-' • _

corner-st.o n e o f Naz i .901 icy- -al1 a r r.iy '.illi cll , i n i t :j orCiJ..'1izG-

tion a nd st rength Do uld So f a r be yond t h G de fens i ve fo r c e

Treaty :

;/;18 aetni t f rs ol y cE1(~ o:; clnl y t ha t , ::.1' o ur aoveno nt
is v i c t .o r.l.oua , ', /8 " i l l b E: coxICeL1 C) (:i rla ,'! a r'.j n lrh t ~.) i t ll

the q ue st Lon 0-': ho': ' to .)) l~ o d Ll C C t~18 Ql: cl(~~ (l f o r c eS' ',.'.:li c h
a re fo r b i dde n us :)',' the DC ClC 8 t r c c t ~' . ; j f; s o l El'll.'l1 7

confe s s t h a t y!c c O ~1~3 i c1 8 T~ e ve r yo nc a s co un rl re L ,:'Iho v (: 003

not try c(2 )T a rid ni. ;ll t t o fi sur e o ut Q \,J ,">. .'l t o v i o t a tc
t 11i s t I' CLtt y , .:['0 1-' "="1"e .;. .a ~l ':.: !18 '\l C, 2: r~ G C~) ,~::. j }j_ :.>:; (~~ t lli s t 1'-' 8 <':'1t ~r •

ir.le a c.m i t, t.he r -e t 'o r o , tl--:C'.. t a s f'ar [~2 "./ 8 nro C O.rJ.C01~.nD(]

t h o Ger n2.l1 Arm] i n i t s ~l r c:s cn. t i'crr~ i s no t ') Orclc.11 8 ,n t .
Fo r u s i'c Li l l s e r vo o n l y 8. 8 a , ~';r :; ;.l t CJ...:.::-·C) ClL ,2..',' , t ~lC.'=

i s , a s a SQL1.r er: o f E.)e ~c~)e 8.n t s ClJ~·.(~ o i ' fLccro • i :.. r:.d ill tJ."!8
mean t i.n e ,\;6 'J i l l ')(~ c on t Lnuo us L y ci t ":orl: i' .U.I L';.::: i t: t ~:e

r-a nlcs , ~,:·c li i l l t L1 I, ~c e ve r y s ts~) ~. ) ~~i cll [::~~-. r~c~:.=~t ~ ~. C:J.~~ OUT'

a r ms , '.-'l: ich a ll :~j!le ~lt 8 t~·: 2 n uubo.r o r our :C o r ce :;.: , :?Jtd i. m ch
increases t lic stl~ S : l :; L~ of O'.U' .'.'(0) l e .

~ ; -. ! (-; co m'e s s _fLi. l"J t ~]G l~ t~lc.: ~ 1."ie ;iill c1 .~ ~J ~ J. .in yo-. o to
p ic C G S Yl11. 0 ~-; 11. () l~ J_ ll :"t::t1") 0 t r.:., : ~. j. .!.1(1ct i ,. ~ .: ~. ~:~. [, ~ -~.j . S lJ.1 -j de l~ t :J..L.2. .1 :,"'.
OUl' r i v.ht. s " /'; 1' 1 ',' ),:, : ···~ n+-",,, ,,·:,,-.,:;·, , ' l ,1 " Ii , .L. " ' r:' ,'to' ,'''''; --•. - u~- ..I,. :.# , . .. • - - - - .,_' l. ....... l .l -' . .... LJ l., ~ . ... . .·.1__ , . ..,1.........1 1. '1 .: ...., ..... .l_r.!,t_l':~

Re t ch is c1 ~2l.:" i ~ Sl\) ).J () l~ t.O cJ. ; :'~'.i tJJ·LC .) o l ~:_~ t o:. t .i·.~e ',.~!.8 1J r l~ n.

J.L~ ~ ,)cor .; ; Y

...

Th e p owe i o i "I . _ ..

.L \. . \ , f ~_:.. OI~

~ 7 i /hcn l }. ·~-:. t .io r~ s £11"c i n C_C' c;( , cl ~ E.:? (':.c no t E.l :=; ~ <

l i '-; {~ai :' j :; } i.1t ::~.; . T I 18 .1' ~ J_ i ~ t .~ . ;' On. OJl l :,T ·~ l l· le :.lL1.o;·t iofl .
a peop Le :1.:t V GI·:~~'::': ; ~o',; o r t u a c ru.l r c t.lie ao i L a .i d
'\J!li c h i t i'1.Go ::~ ,S ?; l Y

,
ClI) O I-'. '!~

Do r.".
t.e r.r i, t.or y

1/

2 /
'- '

Hi t L c .r , L un i ell , 2~ ')~e'pt. ?;~L~ ~~~ } ;:i ~ ,-'>; ~~ ~}. : :~ ,,:, C ~7G~~G (; toLl c~lt8 r' ,
2 3 -2-1 1'3optec'loor L .u.-,o . l l .Ll l 'l.. l·Jr t» .rc r . ..~ , 1, . _. .1. • ) .

'(Ii t L e.r , Lurri ch , J. :.3 La r c.h 1 £29 ;VoG l ki s c ~10r B8D1~)a r;ht c=r ,

17 La r cli 1 92 <) ( I ]) i l~ . P . 11)
H i t L e r , V f. Ls b i bur- r ; ( ?) is l';-1 r cll 1 9 2 '7 ; VoeLki s c.rer' Tk o]:;acll'ce r ,
.3 lI a r ch 1 0, 27 ( IiXL C"\ . leI . 1 7 ) .



SECP.};T

:' If you fl o not e i ve us space on this c a r t h t hen \'ie
ourselvGs ~i ll take this spaC 8 . Th2t is vhy no ars
tL.. tional So cia.lists .: ; II

Ili t.Le r ma ke s it p c r re c t Ly c Lea r t.ha t the ac quis ition o f

DOl'I s o i l i s to:::;o f'a r b oy ori d any " . ev is i.o .n o f f ront iors; ' and

; Ii.! : , a drn.it that f or L1S t he futuro o f GOn:l3.11~r dco s
not li e i n ~ Qechanical r evi s i o n of front iers . I p s uch
a case no nould a SQin be fo r ced to re ly upon norld tra de ,
vrhi c h i n turn 1"JOLllc~ c.mIc:: L~ ::3 corape t Lt o r s o f r o ur or fi ve
other states . T ..·.t is 110 r ut ure . Th e IT .t i o na l Soc ial ist
mo vemen t extends far beyond the dece i t r'u .L l evel of s uch
a phi listine concep t i.o n , I :· i s the champ Lon o f t hat i dea
wh i, ch ClE', iE1S that i f \'18 do no t a c q ut r-e more soi l t he.n vre
shall SOGe dey p e r i s h . \1.. purs ue n o po l icy whi.ch wi Ll. no t
s e c ure t he existence of the people fo r a ll t ime • • •
I believe that I u a ve e no u-ih ener.::s to Lead o ur people
to wa r , a nd not for the rev ision of fro nt iers , but f or
the doliveranc o of our pe op le in t h e mo s t distant fut ure ,
80 t hat our people aCQuire so a ueh terri tory tjat the
sacri fice Ln blood can b e ret ur-n ed to po s t e r i ty in 1'0ur ­
f'o Ld C:10 8. 0 urc • a '?!.I

li.'.tlor ' . 81')oec11 bc t'o r e t h e j>dLu'i:,ry C~ L11) i n D·'.s s oldorf

on 27 J nuar y 1 932 s h ows c l ea r l y t hct tile Faz i ~r0 G.ra [(l o f

a c qui.r -Lnr; nev. LC','oellS r8.U[!l by mi.L! t ar- y )owc r vras , not tho v. hf.m

o f a ne~alocania c c l i ~ uc , ~ ut t he careful ly conceived p lan of

a poli ti ca I l e a c\er shi ] '. jili c J~ 8 :1\ 1 L.1 thi s ].)r Osro. [tl the only sol.u-

t ion for tho di ff i c u l t ies ari si nc fro~ G_r~any ' (ana Cc~tral

Hitler , ~~llni ch , 9 i~~'ll~il 192 7 ; "i;oe l~:l3c l13 r DeOL1i.."'.cll'c G.i' ,
12 Apr i l 19,~7 ( Ib ic~ . , p . 13 ) . -
Hi tiel' , HI ..I ch 23 Li2.Y 1 9 28; Voelldscher Deo 'uCJ. cl,t 212 ,
2 5 1.I:-. Y 1 g 22 ( I b iG . J! . 2'7 ;: . ) .

( ','2997)



~ ~cerul economic coo potition but only b7 pol it i ca l and oi l it2ry

means .

.. . i t Y:'8.8 no t G_,rf,lan busines s vrhi ch c o nquer-ed
the n or lC 2nd t~Gn cnus t~e de ve l opment of Gc .
p ov.or , but i n our CL~~S8 , t oo , i t l, i 8 S the ] 0'.','8 r s t o. t e
( - :. " "' r S +- ~ Q t ) ..+ ~ (,.~ cr o .~ ·I- o c- f o r t he buei ne s s v.or -Ld .~l, c>l e. . '" . .. " v<-. · ~ ·I_.!..L .· ;.l '-' :: V ~ I 1 . ~ IJ .l.;J 1 ;:, ...., i: t u 1,,_

C8nc r a l c oidit i on s for i t s s ub s equen t ) r osp er ity . ~n
my vi m; it i s t o put t~G ca rt before the hors 8 ~lh3n toda y
p e op le heliov8 t hat by husi ne s s fill t ho ds t he y ca n , f or
inst2nC G, re cover G~r0~nyls poner - po sition instead of
realizin(, t hat t h e .:;>m'/0r-po si t Lon i s als o t .he conc ic Io n
f or tile i c.~.9rOVGfi:'.ellt of tile e co nomi.c s i t.u a t i on . •• • ••
t.he r e call be no eC0110[,lic life unless behind t hi s e ccnom.i c
l ife tilers s t a nd s t.h.e de t.e.rmi ncd po Ld t LcaI ','lill of ti.le
na.tion abao Lut e Ly rCEtc1y to s t r i.ke -e --and to s t r i ke 11a rd . ;j 1:/
Th i s spee Ch helped Gr e a t ly to co nvinc o the i ndustrial

a nc1 f inancial leaders d f GerDEny t hat t~e Uazi mOV8ment TIRS

the on.l v fo rce ':.'illin~; :.n l:'1. C8.)£1 bLe to r e s t o.re and 8 nuance

f t h e i r e conom.l c and po l Lt.i cal powe.r , F.l.' i) C!. t hen on , mos t of
)

them Etctively :::romotcd t he vast I c c,rC:2.c.ont :Jro ,:;rCltil of t h e

",

)
1 '- / Trar:.slation from Adol f II"" t Le r , ~ Nm1 Or de r , Hen} ~or~-c

1941 , p . Ill .

( 72 99 7 )
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III . ELIMINATION OF THE OPPOSITION AND PREPARATION
FOR THE 1,-lAR OF AGGRESSION, J.933 -l939

A. Liquidation of the politica l , r el i gi ous , and ideological
opposition .

The first acts of the Hit ler government i n 1933 were the

abolition of civil liberties and the elimination of all politi -

cal opposition . The Verordnung des Reichspraesidenten zum Schutz

von Volk und Staat of 28 February 1933 suspended arti cles 114 ,

115, 117, 118, 123 , 124, and 153 of the Constitution of 1918

which guaranteed basic civil rights and liberties . The law of

26 May 1933 confiscated the property of the Communist Party .

The decree of the Prussian Prime Ministe r (Her mann Goring ) of
I

f 23 June 1933 prohibited all activities of the Social Democratic

Party . Pfne.LLy , the Law aga i n s t the Formation of Parties of

14 July 1933 made the National Socialist Party the only polit i-

cal party in Germany and out lawed all at tempts to maintain the

old parties or to form new parties .

Abolition of the trade unions was carried through without

even a semblance of legality . On 2 May 1933, SA, SS, and members

of the National Socialist Plant Organization occupied t he trade

union buildings , removed or arrested the officials, and installed

their own 1/ • 1/
c omrm.s s ar-s • The funds and property of the trade un-

ions were confiscated and given in "t.r-uat ee aht.p '' to Robert Ley ,

leader of the Nazi Labor Front .

The same months s av the first wave of vho Le s a .Le arrest s, i n-

ternments, and executions of political opponents . They were

chiefly carried out by the Secret State Police (Ges t apo) , which

SEC RET
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II
at that time was being organized by Hermann Goring and entrusted

to Ministerial Councillor Carl Diels . 11 II
Goring himself assume d

/
r'

;
\

personal responsibility for the acts co~~itted by the pol ice:

II I declared at that time before thousands of racial com­
rades : every bullet which now comes out of the barrel of
a police gun is my bullet . If one calls this murder, then
I have murdered . I have ordered all this J I back it up,
I bear the r e s pons i b i l i t y .• .. II y
The Gestapo was also given jurisdiction over the concentra -

tion carr.ps, which were established during the same period .
II

Goring himself explains the establishment of concentration camps

by the need f or liquidating the political oppos ition:

II Th us the concent r at i on camps originated, wher-e we sent at
first thousands of functionaries of the Communist and Soc ial
Democratic parties . Certainly , in the beginning, exces se s
did oc cur . Certainly, here and there , innocents were af­
fec ted •.•. " ]I

Authori zation for t he indefinite detention of persons with­

out t rial and without sentence was derived from the II Law for the

Protection of People and State , 1I which abolished civil liberties,

from Se ction 42 (a) of the Nazi Criminal Code ( Law of 24 November

1933), and f rom t he decree s of the Prussian Prime Minister of

13 November 1933 and 10 February 1934 .

The persecution and e l imination of the political oppos ition

was from the beginning conceived as a war of extermination beyond

t he l i mi t s set by the law and by l e ga l procedures . This was open-
II

l y announced by Hermann Goring , then the chief of the Prussian

Secret State Police :

1/
1/

Berlin 1934, 87-83 .Hermann GRring, Aufbau e i ner Nation, pp .

'II Hermann Gor ing , Aufbau einer Nation , Berlin 1934, p . 86 f .
Y I bid . , p . 89 .
(72997) SECRET



I1The ge nt l ene n nus t unde r-s t a nd one thing : I do not
think of -r,aging l:lG r e l y a c1efens i ve vrar , Ln L\ bo ur ­
g eois n anne r and vri t h boUrgeois he s i nancy . Ho , -I
a D Goi ns to give the signa l to launch the of fens­
ive on the entire l ine .

\IBl ci a l comr a de s, n y 'lilca s n r os iJi l l not be si cklied
over by a ny juristi c s c rupto s , ~~y n ca s u re s ':Jill
not b o s i ckl i e d over b:sr a ny cur-ea uc r acv . :Ie r e , I
do not ho.ve t o carry out jllEt i ce , I ha v e onl y t o .
destroy arid o::ternino.te ;... -nothing e Ls e , This s t r ug ::'
g l e , t lY rc c i.a l, corrrade s , Hill b e 0. strugGl e 2.G:..-: i ns t
chaos , a nd I do not '..rage· such d st ruGgl e ui t h the
poLi oe (nit poli~oilichen ~=G chtni t teln ) . 'A l)our ­
gooi s stute ~~y hnvo done s o . Certainly , I .5ho.l l
oLs o use t ~~e -1'Jo1Jors of the state nri d of t he uo.Lic e '
to the utrro s t , lost you c.1 r Cl't1 ony wrong coricLus i.ons ,
n y Connuni s t Gent l emon . But tho'c1on th s t r nggl e ' I
s hall T,'rCl Ge vzit.h those ho r e boLovr, \li th the Br ou n
Shi r t s . \/V

lJaturall~r , no roliable fi gur es a r o c va i Lc b Lc fo r the nUE1-

be r of pol i t i cCl l , reliGious , or r ocinl o~9 0nent s ki l l e d by the

l~zis or 'internod i n ) r is ons and concentrQtion COD? S .
. . ,

r:mTG ve r ,

,. enough ovid on co has boon o ccunuja t od to S 11O\1 that , i n n os t ca s-

e s n i thout trie l, u i t hou t a ny lognl »ro to ct Lon , and 1'11. t h ont the,
poss ibi l ity of a , penl f or tho Victims ,

(1) p rQcti cn l ly t ho e ntire loa dors hi ~ of t h e -Corrrln ni s t
Port y vras c xt.c r rri.nc tie d or iB~)risonod- --rri th tho ex­
coption of thoso vrho couLd flo o r r on Cor nany ;

( 2) n e.ny Loudcr s of the ;30 ciu l Domoor uti c Pa r-t.y a n d of
the t r c.dc uni on s rre r e cxt.c r rrt na t ed or inlJrisOll0d ;

( 3 ) n a ny nilit.arrt c i or gynon , Co. tholi c Gnd Protestant ,
Hero i mpri soned;

( 4) uncounted' n uabo z-s of the rank a n d fil e , ;!ol i t i cal ,
roligious , o nel ic1ooloe;icnl op posit ion vror-e o~::ter­

ru no t.od or imprisone d .

In s one Lns t nnoe s , the criminal te rror hit oLs o diss i -

de n t s in t he I'n zi Pa r-t y it self , a nd p rci.u.no rrt ~)ors ons in t no

11 iTe r n.:J.nn Gtlr i nB ". 3 I~o.rc h 1933 .::'I t ~7 i"'Q l1lcf llrt Q .~: . , in ~o c1en
und l~ uf sutze , limchon 1942 , d . 27 .

( 7299 7 ) SECIBT
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/

conservative cQrup . The s o - ca l l e d Rohm ~ut s ch of 1 934 is the

~ost notorious eXQQpl e . 11

B. E:>:t e r rli na t i on of t he J'cvrs ,

Na z i a nt i -8enit i sR i s dis t i nsuishe d fron all ot he r fo m s

of ant i - Semiti sm by t he f a ct thot it aims at tho very e:x:te r.mi -

no. tion of the Jerrs . To ohc Na z i mi nd , t ho J erl is the r-ac LcL ,

pol i t i ca l , religious , i deoloGi cal , a nd e conomi c a r ch - onemy : he_. - -

is the eBbodimont of everything that , by its ve r y na t ur e , is

ho s t i l e to l la z l.sm, Re con c i l i a t i on is the r efore i Hpo ssiblo: J evI-

ry and Na zd.sm cannot coexist; the rJar bc t vrcon them is a life arid

death st ruggle a l l ove r tho no rld .

In the Ila z i, pLan for conquest , t hi s nn t i -Seni t i sm pLa yod

i f rom tho bogilllling an essential pa r t :

(1 )

( 2 )

( 3 )

( 4)

( 5)

The Jevr was the weakcs t onony of Na z i.sm; the a t tio ck
on him. therofo re '\lUG the n o st. promi sing a n-t tho
least ri s k~r one .

Tho J ew vms tho ono enemy n.ga i ns t vzhom "t ho Uaz i.s
could hopo t to unito othoruise divorgont n a s s os of
s upport ers .

The~inQ tion of the Jefr, a s a cotipo'tLtor , wou.Ld "
b e tb'r o"'f'i tiab Lo - t o tho potty-bour geois uht c h furnisIl­
c d tho l a rgest mess suppo r t for the Ila zd, movou orrt ,

- -- - -

TIle J en was found in a l l countrios; Hd z i a'-n t i -SoLl­
i t Lsm was t.hcr- cro ro a conve ni e nt nouns fo r raob i.L«
i zing po t.crrtLa L lJ£1.z i allies in fo reign ""count r-ios ,
and-"for stirring up unrost and di sordo r in for­
e i gn countrios (seo bo Low 11 . __) .

Tho ub i qrri ty of tho J ell as o r ch-ononv pr ovi dod the
Na z i s VIi th a --justifi cation for co.. r r yi ng tho str'.1g­
gl e f o r po\"lor beyond tho frontiers of tho Roi c h ,

11 I t is deaL't "lit h i n a s opa ra t o pap e r

( 72997) S~CRET
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for t he ... t .t.ack on ;;Jouish-Bols l1ovist TILls sia , ;; . f o r
t ho'rlUr \li th the .:JO'.lish- nlutoero.tic dcno c r-a c i.e s , t ,

e t c .

For t.ho so r-eascns. ,:mt i - ,3 0l".li t.Lsn vza s one of t_10 no s t offoct -

i vo Ln s t.runcnts l o r t ::e rror Ld-vri.do i l1fil 't r o t i on c nd cxpa n s Lcn of

l. ::J.z isf.l , Tho doc i.e i vo iI.l~)orto.nco of 2.l1ti - ,30ni t.Lsn ill this eon-

t oxt is to s t i f i od b y t 1.10 f o.ct t hc t ;"'il'lt i -Scni t.Lsm is 0110 of tho

Ge:. t.o dLy n o. int.::. i nGd throuGhout t :10 hi s tOI'3r of : ':}zisf:l , f r on its
. .. - -

i ni tie:.tion to its vory ond . j nti - 80nitic pr opaco.ndo. , indood ,
.. - -

Lnc rco s od in vi.oLc nc o afto r t ho out ur-oa k of \ .c r , ~, ~1(1 it rcn o t n-

~Io. thi ze r s for t ho l:J z i en us 0 i n t .ho OilGE Y co urrt r-i.e s .

c , Poa rmarac rrt a nd ,·, i l l· .... ..,.,....,,. l';11-0r-/" -'"I"o 11CO .;-, e O L'.11 +1"'l'OS .L~ ~J. _ . ....-""'- ULl .L .% __ ~ l;_~ -'- _l ---,~ v ..,

~ fto r t ho elinin Jtion of t~a ·)o l it i ce:. l a~ ' ~os i t i on ~ nd

o f tho J'errs , tiho n:t z i l oo.dorship de vo t od 0.1 1 its ofi ort s to

a cru ovo tllo. t r-oa r mcncrrt '.1hi ell 1.'o. S tho pr o cond i t t on 1'01' t , he o. c -

t his a f f o c t :

:;Tho ao cond (c o11(:i t t on for our s uc c os s ) -, !Cl S no t i onc.I. "
~...rnnnorrt , t c: uhi e l1 T. havo fo.n,::t i ccil l y ,l ovo t od n : r (;1101'­
.r' i o c: -POI' l-"-'-' 1'l 'li d - r ~"ol r c:;; i (1908) 1 /
'--.J ...... - ~ J.""" t.J 10.- _ _ •• .. '_. ~ \ • • = ..

':Fou I can p r oudLy a.dni t : HO did t hon c or t u i nLy COLl - - "

p Lo t o a n a r n ancnf s u ch .:'. s tho rro r l cl J."l~~~ novo r y ot s c on , ~

I ha ve i n l'o.ct c r u o d i ll t hos o :::- i vo :T~;c:'. rs . T ~1::\VO s) ont
n i l l i .:o. r ds on t ~1is c rrraricrrt : t ha t tho ('-o rlC'..n :)00, 1 0
nus t ::'10 \1 l;:llOil l I IV1 VO s c. e n t o i t; t h:,t .:: :"l::;;U .:or!.~lY s ho uLd
b o p r ovi. dod \:i t h tho;l~ost n ouor n c rrianorrt .mown . I havo
g i von to ny f riol1c1 ('-o r i ng t ho orelor: :; -<.1.1;:0 :1O no rr 0.11 Qi r -

So.o. rb 1'uc l~on , · C) Octob or 1 93 0 ; ~:' r':ll1l:f tlrt e r ' Zc i tllnf-: , 1 0 o ot.ob o r
1938 (I-Iitlor1s__pnc~~9}~..os , od , ]o. yno s , vot , I I , ) . l S34 ) .
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arm rrhi.ch con p ro te c't Gerno..ny Ln the fa ce of any
conco i. vab.l,e 0.. t tnck , ··Thus YlG hav e bu i Lt up 0.. n i Ii­
t ory force ( \Je hrBJ..c ht) of uhi ch t o -day the Gerr:lo.n
»eooLc can be Dr ol'..d a nd uhi ch the vror-Ld uill r es ­
p e ct if Cl.t . any- tine it nake s i ts a ppea r rince , ;;1/

The folloYTing yon r-s san the s ys t enat. t c t .e s t i ng of the ag-

gres s i v e potent i a l of ~nzi ) ol i cy in Spo.i n , AUEt r ia. a.nd Cz e ch-

oslovakia .

C::1) ~ ';11 '1- 1 <:......L. •

lTa zi into:rforonce in .S) a i n rza s o f 0. n i li to.ry as r.rol l QS

pol i tiLcnL cha r nc t o r : t h e Sl')nni sh civil 'Illl r rJl1.S I:lQcle a t es t -
I -

( inc Gr o und f or ~he st r il:ing povro r- and offe ctivcne s s o:.C' the

nerr Ge rLlnn a r my , Tho re t s no a. vQ. i l Qbl e rocord o f any opon

cdrri s e Lon b y r:Cl z i l oa ders of n ili tc. r~r i ll t e r fe rence, npn r t

r ron t he doc Laro.tdon t ho t Gen.1Cl. n " vol.unt.cor-s " fOl1-G llt r::i.t h the
( -

Franco troops . §/ Eorre vor , IIi tlor has opcnLy do c1c.. r ed, c nd

jus t i f i ed the r o c t tha t C·onlJ..ny cOl'..l d no t renn i n "neut r oL " i n

the Spani s h civil 1R.l. r :

:11 n July 1936 I hn d jl1..s t cloterr.linod to a nsvror the call
for h e Ln vzna ch this tiUn ( :J'i'Ql1co) sen t to n o : I vroti .Ld
help llitl to the e:::tent tJ.1n t QEd so long Q S t he r-os t o f
the \forld s hould .=;i ve its Eu},) Or t t o the done s t i c f o es
of Spai n .

':Fr on t.ha t t it:"e I l a t L ona L 20 c ia1 i s t C e r r i a n y b e C;nh" to to.ke
o.n C'. ctivo po. r t , unde r t he lea. de r s hi p of this linn , i n the
s truggle 'f o r the r-e s to r-o t I on o f Q na t i.onaj, :.n(1 independ­
ent Spo.i n . Ii ~

Hi t l e r g~ve o. s j us ti f i co.. t i on for his inte rferenc e in the

Bor l in , 2G 3 0p t enb e r "1938 ; VoelkLs c:i1o r 3 e o"oo.cJ.lt e r , 28 SeI' t ­
onbc r 19 3Q . ( :,LJ) i d . , p , 1 512) .
~-~i t.Lor ' s r6~~1~:- to .:7rQ11 CO , Fr ,:,ui.l;:fllr t er ' Zei t uns, 24 Feb rua r-y
1939 (Tbid . p . 158"~) ' ~ - : ii l he1n s llo. f en , - I ":\1'n~il '1939 ; Voe l -
kis cher-Beobc chter , 3 April 19 39 (I oi d., p . 1600 ) . ~
G"JunG 1939 ; Yoolkischer BoobG cht e r , 7 JUDe 1 939 ( I bi d.,
p . 1671) .
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S~)Qni sh civt.L IJQ r tvro ucin rOo.SO~lS :

of "BcLs he v 'i ari -' .:\11(1 t h e tl1re: 2. t t o C'-o rno.~l~ · 1 S oconorzi,c Lnt.e r os t s

l· '11 •.S'''L'' l· n , :' c -'OP~""'d c: +"e 1 ~.1..1.or » o i rrt "n o- r1 0 .... , c rod :- . _J t.... \. _1 ~_ .1. v ..... l. ..... U..:._ _"' - ~ U U .1.1 ... ..1. , .:. ... .....~ V __ L . .L 'o,J rl .

;'Gorn<l ny ne od s t o irl~)6rt o r e . 'I'~~:1 t Ls ':;'ll~T vre vmrrt 0,

lTn t iono.l i s t Gove r nr,lG n t i n ::'!)o. i n , EO t ha t iTO n a y \) 0

c bLe ~.o buy S)o.::i sh _ore . ;11/
J?u r t he r , in

, .
...1lf: EDG Och b o f o r e t he soldiers o~ t ho Cond or

LOGi 011 011 t hoir r oturn fror.l the 2:io.ni s h vm r , =3. t.Le .r ) r o r e sE od

hi s off i c inl s yonEors ~i ~ of their pQr t i c iyo. t i on on Fr~nco ' s

s i de :
, >

;; }TOT I scn t yo u out to hel l) n country i n ni s r(:frtt.~!1o ;

to " s up po r-t 0. he r o i c :~!.o. n•••• :rou " ha v e 'l16Y! rot u rnod llC~V­

i ng b r-aveL y oxoc uti c d r,lY co rmi. es i.on••••

" I t \JQ S pa inful f or UEO nI l to ; h ovo t o :::e o~) s i l e n ce
on yo ur f iGht YOCl. r ' e r to r yca r , iJu t f roIl tll :· f i r s t
I ha d tho Lnt.orrt i on , :-f tor t:10 end of '~hiE vn: r , to'
0 i YO YOl'. i n 'c. l: o 11o:',".olL'..::c1 t l16 ' r oc o)tion . '11i c1: ;.)T ,-:':. V O ,

vic t.o r-i ous eoLd i or-s (1 0 SC 1~VO ••• ;'2/
~

.\ncl in h i s t olocrc:r:. t o :";' r:-,n c o of S J uno 1 0 ;::,<) ~~ t Lo r E ~j()L'.. L:s of

.:tho b .Jt t Lo ,-lhi C!1 110 b.·,', vo ',.'oc.,c d L ' C O,~' 12 10l: C,:'-' L~l~ t 3 0 1 ­
f .hovi s ri ••• '.,';:j

~' I l'lJrs clf' , : Co :..... '~ Cl ~l jo:i ·tl~c~ OE tIl.~ 111: , \.r:o~lf2 foil l \;c ":o~j_ t ll .:

f. :-,c r c cl '..'i ::: 11 to s oI v : Jc l.l i[~ ) r ob l cn ;: l1l1 t:'111 ~ 1 0i:" ( :l~r

_10!TJl ' n(~ ba c k t o the =:.:; i c l1 . In ;r. - l1l~r. T J· ,' J. ,):.J~ , I fi n::lly
1~C; s 0 Lv cd th:lt i n t, ~10 c o urs Q O~~ t~ 11~ · · Je ~r.2 ~ ' i"Z , i ~1 CJ :lC; vi: ~T

or c no t.hc r , I ',!0\.~!.(1 fi~;ht :tor c nd \.'1:: '~:;" J ~:' j_-'-:2t of ::: 4~f ­
do t o n.u. nr t ion f or t ho ;:) ,500 , 000 G-J :i.~.c.l,:- HE, in ..:~ '.. ~::; tri o . ' :=.:Ji

1I1 -rl
,:::!:::.! .. lU'·z b llrc , 27 j-lElc 19 37; Voc l :;:i~ c!l,-';r' Bc ob o C :l -C :)l~ :20 Juno

1 9 37 (ib i d . p . 1 35 3) .
2/ ~:r,::' nl;:furtor 3 c i t ul1C; ; 7 Jt~ 110 1 9 3£ (i;)i (1 .;. ) . -1 37 3) .

3// F r---.. n l:furtcr Zoitul1r-; , 10 .T UilO l S39 (ibi::.1 . , :) 0 1 (75)
L1 HOJ_ch :=:t ~ G s pee c h or' 30 J~~ nu2ry 1 9 :39; : : ~r l ;Oi i Or dor , ~') . 531.
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.. E.! ~:o rt ly r.r t or tho cnncxc t i on of ~\ i..l~ tri:l, [.:.oobo ols c1o c l2. rol~

in tho Ila z i rri nd :

.......... c:::
' .... ..... lonG bofo re

-)

" . : 0 ho vo solved nC\l1~r of our p r oo'Lcris b~r ', .'::itine:;"for
c:. Go od op) Ort1..ll1ity . 1110n \ .'0 hcv o jl1..Dp CC~ c t it . oro
could n ot to l l i n :2 dv2. :hco c.t ",:h<'. t tino ':,'0 '.'Quld
ann ox 11u s t r-i r', 0r oc cup y the :ill'.J.i~10 1~nd or introduc e
conEcriptio~ . The r oc:.l ~ rt i s to snQt c~ such Q

thi ne; vzhcn t ho s t okc i:: :'. s sna Ll. c s lIos s ibl o :.m d
tho p r ofi t 20S ~iGh 2;; ~OSS iblO. . T~6 c?}oniQl quos ­
tion '" i ll b 0 t: 01v c d in t~lo E ClI:10 FelY . :: =.!

Bevi l l o =':Cllc.1o :~s on s trrt cs , on tho bcs i s of :li::: CO~1Vo rE C', -

+ 1' 0 11 • '1' +', I-I; t Lor t~, ~+ t.h c Lct t.o r "11' (1. 'l ot l' ,.., .... end T O r-oLvu .~ v __ ... \.,; , __ . ~ J. J, • • V u .. 1 _ _ u . . ~ .1. _.,,'!

ci to ".ro ulc~ be held u ndor his ovrn C'.. ns~)i c o.s . ?:J
Czo c ho a Lovu k'i.o :

~Ii t.Lo r co ns i do r-od Cz.oc ho aLova k t.c o.s ':. »ru-t 01' tr.::.t Ce r -

na n LobensTCHlfl 'i :h i c h , c c co rdf.nr; to tho ~ rC'.. z i ;,,) roGrcu:.l , '. JO. S t o

be united uith the ~ei ch :

; 1 • • • t !li s tori";i to ry has l oi l: in t he Iivine; ' s pa c o
of t.ho Cor n cn poo p'l o for ~, t.ho usand yocrs •.• " ~ :i/

In oc cu pyi ng t hi s country , he t hus r-ca s s or-t od :
. -

i1 t ho c nc t.crrt (ce r:.-lo.n ri ght a n d rO L1.l1i ted " That t.hr-cugh
its hi s t o r y , i t s Ge oe:; r C'..)hi c2 1 po s i t i on , 2 ~1(1 :: 11 tho
r u l.o e of reas on ~:ocl to be uni,t.c d , ';ly

D. Infiltro.tion t C'..ctics 011 0. fifth colL~ill ~ c t ivi t i G s .

The a t to ck on fo r oieD countries 2 ~~ the i r O c c~~2tion e n d

into.:;r8tion i nto t he C·e r nc.l1 Lobensro.un rra s r Ls o ;.~ re l) 2. ro (l a nd o. c -

con pani.cd b y 12.rgo - sc·::-.le }7Clz i Lnf i.Lt r 2 t ion JJ) ~l:~ ~)o;oro t ho 2. 0 -
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_ t.ua L a s sa u.l t , Th o ::o.zis Qn~i loyc:d seve ral rio t ho ds fo r s uch

infiltr2.t ion , oLl. of vzhL c h rro r e cen t r oLl.y dirocted a Ild s upe r -

vised by the r e s ) o c t i ve l :'o. z i P:1 r t y o r coVe r l'...n ont ~c:;o l1c i o s .

Tho chi of rie t ho ds us e d by tho l'Gzi SHe r e :

( 1 ) ~jo rl:i llG tliroLlgh C'o r~.l:l :1 ncti oncL s i n
c OLlntrios .

t' o ro i. rtn. J

( 8 ) -Jo rkinG t:1rougl1 i ndi S'oI10US l, r o - lTCt z i c r ouIJ s cL nd
individua ls in fo ro iGn count r i e s .

( 3 ) ~10 rkinG t.hr-ough Oo ~)p.J.ro lltly l'.111;01 i ti cc. l and ')02 CO­
f ul bus ino ss connoctions .

( 4) -.Jorldl1G thro ugh os oo cLc t L y t r~"'. i ned Ooc:;on t s .

( 5) Use o f ''; c \.'.l t \.u',:'.l ccopor a t ion;; fo r : :Qz i ) r o}? Cl c;:-: n dc.. .

( 6) j C 0 ui s i~ion of irttorosts i n th~ fo r e i gn pr os s 6nd
in othe r n oa n s o f C O[~lLlnico tic n ~nd ) r oQ2G211c1 Cl .

The s e ::'~,J. z i c c t.i vt t i os rro re desiGno d t o l :e o. 1;:ol1 o r ove r -
... ...

t hr ow tho os t.ab .L i s h c d Gove r m'.lG nt s i n fo r oiGn c ountries '\Tl'li ch

Her e likel y to r-o s i s t :'o z i ctgc; r e s s i on . V ':211i5 oi.n IrQS t o b e

uttnine d by c r ca t int; c~ isorder a nd te r ro r ~nd lJ:' '..ril1l1i 1lG ove r

to the I-:!'o. z i caus e ;)o'.'TG r f u l Cr o Ll1) S i n tho r os oo c t i vo countri e s.

'I'ho s e Gr oup s b c cr.n e :L~, t e r on tho nuc Lo i. o f l:o. z i co l lC1.bo rnt i on
- -

in Govor lli.lont c nd bus Lno s 2 .

The Fo. z i s used 0.11 crrt d r'o notnror-k of ~l c; onc i e s '::1:1(1 o rc;.:m i -

ZCLtions f or h 1)lol'-;.ont ing t lle i r i nfi l t r ::; t.i.cri t :L cti c s in for-
. - "- - ..

o i gn co un t.r-to s , ':2110 firs t o:L':L" i c in l l~C\ z i '':'' CL r t y o r go.ni.zo t i on

l! Fo r j\.~ .::t ri c~ p r i o r '~O 1 0 3 3 , t no -cT6 c l'':-.l0 l1t 2 r :;- o \TilJ. O ~~.l C O l1Q S

b oon co'l Lo ct e d i n: DCl S ]J r2.unb uch . =1."11:on':':r ouz gogon Oe s ­
t e rrei c l~. o d , by t h o Duncle s - I=::n z1o rc,r:it:--'"":,r 0l1 1 933 .- .-

( 72 9 9 7)
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dos i gne d fo r rro r l ; i n :::'oroign co un t ri cs vras tho iH.ls lo.nds orr;nn i -

znt ioll (lor ReLchaLcdtung do r llSD.J.i r (ForoiGn So c t i on of tho
; - . ,

~~o i ch Di r octo rnt o of t.ho F8 Di\P ) , ost,:cblishod in 1931 . III 1 9 Z'7 ,

:8 rns t ".!i l h ol m Da hl e , thon tho he n d of tho o rc:::,. ~:.i zQt io 21 , ':.a s

'.!!: i c h c1ononst r ottod t ho of f i c i a l linl': bot1.:CO ~1 tho foroign 2) r o -

:~JCt G2. 11dQ .:tgoncy of tho ~ 7C'z i ? cl r t y c~nd t n o JTo.z i ::tOi C:l c.;o vo r n.l".lO n t . V
" ; ..

otnor :>.gon c i o s and orgc. l:.i zn t i o n s , CtIlO ll.C t.hom s uch Lns t i t.ut.Lons

QS Lon g pr o -lioz i stondinG QS tho Voroin fu r Dou 't s c h t.un ill .:'\us-
I"(
T l'l r1 ddl' tl' 011 to t 110 :, " c:1 r"\ ,~;J~,...~.-..~ ru za t i, 0 '1....... <...~ _ ... .1 _ ......._r.- ~ .... J.Ui....'-JL. r~l ~ ... ... LJ:...l .L , tho IT2 z i s us od na nv

-.!ho r ovor l~C'.zi ~j::-. rti e s o::istod L :. : oroign . ' (COUl1 'crlOS ·::', 5 \ .'o.. s

tho ca s o i n Aus t r-La ·':'. l1cL C ZO C llO [;10V2 1·~i o..) , t hey vro ro syston.c'.t i -

c211y cnpLoyo d a s s)o ,J. r~lon d s of ~T2Zi ~Jo no t r2 tioll c"'. 11c1 Q, S t ho con-

t r a L to r ro r :cgon c i os Qc.;o.il1st f oroign cL ono c r ::"t i c COVOr llI.lOn t n .

S ODi t i c toncLoncios fo r croc.tinc unrost and disuni ty in tho f or-

oign count r i os . ( Soo c.bov o p . )

E. ~~ conorJ.i c »e ne t r c t.Lon ,

Ono of tho no s t in~!ort :::l1t ::;:'1d n est s uc c os s t'u.L n ot.no n s o f

lT8zi pcno t r rrt i.on ;1 ~1c1 COllC~1.l..0S t U ClS lJO r l-::i nc; elroLlGh no rno L b 1.~. s i -

ne ss oha nne Ls , Glove r tl.tilizcltion C"tl'.Cl () :;: :~:,~ ns i o n 0:[' Lrr oor nc t.Lori-

·-:l l business conn o c t i.ons ( t h r o uGh cc r-t .e L'Li zrrt Lon , :-'.. cc~ll.is iti on of

(72997)
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i nterests a nd ho l di ngs , e s t.a b .L 'i s hne n t of subsidiaries , etc .)

plo..ye d Q d e ci s i ve pQ r t i n t he cre c t i on o f the vas t i ndustrial

a nd f ino..ncinl DJ. z i emp i r'e i n ~.~ uro lJ e . Thi s rie t hod rra s l)r e di cCl -

t e d up on ful l -s ca l e collQbor2tion of the GerL~n i no.ustrinlists ,
. . -

rrho s e e nterprises a nd 1101o.i n13S »ro vt.dcd tho nuclei of OX~)211sion,
- . .

~ ~o.. l1Y of t he no s t porre r f u1 Go r'::~lo. n i ndus trinlists h:', d s up ) or t od
. . - -, -

t ho 1:o.. z i no ven ont » r-i or to ~~i t.Lor ' S a s ce rrt to pc we r , ot he r s
I

f o l lou c d SUi t , ond , by t he boginni ng o f t no iT2 r , t ho l!:J. z i f i co. -

tion o f Ce r man Lndus t r y hn d be en corap.Let.e d , 'i'hc l. -c.·. z i fl01 i t i co.. l

Lcado r-shi.p Y!uS ins t.r-uncrrt c L i n t ho r omuj,o t Lon r.n d i ':'l)10f:10l1to.. -

tion of Cor a ,:; n oconorri c pol i cy i n a Ll, b.ra n ch es o f t ho '."lD. r econ-

ony , Top lTCl z i s vzere sitt ing on t h e bcc r d s o f tho no s t Lmpo r-t -

t. r nt Lnd ue t r-Lc L "2 nd ccnnoz'c i.a L crrt c r p r-i e e s , jus t o s t op i nd1..ls -

t r i n l is ts OCC1..'..Dio d 1 0ndinG po s i t i ons in the i~z i orC2ni zntion

o f t ho ec on omy , C'Lo s e lio.iso n o::i s t od 'oot u oon i ndustry o.. nd

tho :!ig h Connand or '1::; 110 ·. !o l1rno.cll t . ;hI

a.nd tho Lndus t r i o.. l 1 0ndershi };l 1'1O.S the oa s i.s fo r t ho G-or no.. n 0:;: -

ploi to.. t i on 2nd s ~olio.. t ion o f 0c c 1..'..p i od te r rito r i e S . Af t e r tho

C'-o rr.lo..n r. r rr i. cs hQd conqu orod thos e terri t ories , t he EQz i l ocldor-

ship t urnod ovor t o tho Gorr~2n i ndus tric:lists vo.. s t Dr opor t i e s
. - -

a nd Lc.b o r l)0\10r a s r Ol1o.rc1 f or t hoir collCl.boration .

;;;3i g Bus Lno s s C'lnc.... J,eG r os Sion i n Gort.lctny;; ·, rrhe F"7 '~ro ekly ,

038 . ro s e 21 - 22 , 1 9 L13 , ,se c :ll so 2i t ue- t io n l{e])Or t : GOl1- ­
t r o. l Europe , PQ ss i m.

( 72997)
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A . Terroristic Mobilization of the occupied
territories .

Th e Be thods of Naz i gove r DLlent over o ccu p ied

t erritories compris e d v c..rious types of adrni.n i.s't r at.L on ,

r cm ging 2.11 the n a y from CJl n al.Ldcnc e o.dmi ni strc.t io n , I ;

vrh .ich gr cnt.e d t h e occupied. country c. ce r t c.... in omourrt of

nomi.nc), indep .ende nc e , to 0. ;; colonicl c:dmi n i s t r at ion , rr

whi ch concentr c..ted Ql l powe rs in t h o hUlds of t h e

Nazi gove r nne nt . l / Crimil18.1 n e t.hous vte i:e u s ed in 011

t hese forms . This vrc s Imp.l.Led in the Ho.z i c once ption

of the GrossrQumordnunfJ , wh .i ch pr ov ided the ;lt he or e -

t.Lc al." f'oundct Lon f e :..' the Naz i, o c cup rrt Lon p ol i cy .

.ilccording to t his conce ption , c: ,ll e c:din g n at Lon" i s ,

be yond its own "r c c i c.L s pcce , i1 s urrounded by r. ill eI-ge

spc.ce" ( Grossr o..u !"fl) vrh Lch t he L endi ng n c.t ion mus t

con s c iou sl y tr i.J:ls f orm into new un i ts, serving its own

life en d p re ser v i ng its domi no.. t i on . '1' 11i s me en s t.h c t

t he e nt i r e e c on omy of the GrOSSr c.Uffi mus t be bOQre d to

t he r oqu Lrcment s of the ; ; lec~ding n rrt Lcn'" , If t his

n c..tion is o.t war , t h e en tir e c.bl e - bo die d p opu.l nt i.on of

t he Grossr c..u l1l must vrork for t he vscx: eff or t :

1."!er ner Bes t , ;;Gr oss r c:uDlqrdnung und Grossrc:umv e r ­
wc.l. t u ng" : Ze i t s cl1rif t f{ir ?ol i t ik , 1941;
IlGrundl ,:geg e Ine r ~euts ?hen Or os sr oumver-wal. t ung, ;; :
Festg c.be ftir Helnrlch Hlliillu er , Dcrms t c.dt 1 941,
p p . 43 rr ,
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- 2 , - SECRET

I
)

lIThe t ask of Gro s -:,~c..unr;jirts chc.ft , whi ch i s
coming llLt o it s l3tride, is to mob i l ize c.l l
t he pe ople in thi s s pace . It m~st be expre ss l y
poi n ted out thc.t none o f the countri es belong ­
ing to th~s s p a ce ":" Ji l l be cl l o V18 d to s t ay

"d n 1 ;C.S J. e . _

Th is mobi l izc.t io n i s to be car-r-Led t hrou gh vri thou t 110bso-

L e t.e " consider ations f or the s t cndrrrd of living o f the

popul c.tion in t h os e cou ntr ies :

I1Th e obs ol ote v Levrs co ncer n i ng t.h e mcf.n t.enr.nce
of th o presen t s tQlldcrd of living whi ch [xe held
fo r i n st on ce in ' the countries of vres t.ern and
n or the r n Eu rop e , GTe no l onger of import 2nce o.nd
c c~not be r ecogniz e d by us . Th e n ecessity of
mob il izing el l ~ ~ for t s f or the war domt nc t e s the
present hcur ; " 9

This c oncept io n of the Gr ossr o.u l11c rd nu ng z'u r-n ds h ed the

i deology for t h e fo rc ible , c ompulsory i n corporc.tion of the

occupied t err i t orie s into t he G~ ; rlilc:.n V1Clr mc chl ne , T:' Q

Na z i.s r e cogn ized ne i ther i nter n o.tioncl nor nnt.Lo n c.L limi t c-

tions upon thi s i n c orpor c.tion . Th e degre e of t error en d

compulsion appl i e d i n t he imple ment c.tion of the Nc.zi meas -

I ure s v :::..rie d vri t h the de gr ee of' n r.t ive co oper c.tion nn d r es is­

t cn c e , Howev e .r , the f ol l ov'li ns i l l e g e:.l an d crimi n cl me a s u r e s

v.er e appli ed evcr-ywhore in pursucnce of th e Ncz i, oc cupation

policy :

I

1/

( 72997 )

The Pres i dent of t ho Hambu r-g Ch amber of CO.lJDer Ce , c. t
G New Ye o.r 's Gc.the r i ng , 1 943 .

Qu ot ed i n : Germc.n y (Brit i sh) Be.s i c Hc.ndbo ok ,
P ar-t II I , p , 3 .
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(1 )

( 2 )

~orcible e v ic t i on Qlld deDo r tnt ion of tho
nc.tive population be yond - nmilit c.ry nece s­
s i ty •i1 In mcny cc ses , tho 1 and on d tho
pr oper ty of the ev i cted wer-e Qvrnrcled to
Nc.zis or to Hc.z i sympc.thizers in the
occupied countries .

n hole sc.l e confisc o.tion of pr oper t y (st c~ t o
GS weL l, as pr ivc.te ) •

e
/

(3) Spolia t i o n [ul d ex pl o i tGt i on of the oc cupied
countries b eyond m.ilit ary necessity in
f nvor of German busine s s , Na z i par t y end
g ove r nment officials , Nc.z i collaborationist s ,
e t c .

(4) Punitive me nsures aG~inst t h e civ il i an
po pUlation of the occupied countries :
indiscriminc.te k i l l ings , shooting o f ho s ­
t. ag es , burn.i.ng down of houses and vv i.Lf age s ,
interl1f:lent , t.o rt.urLng , stc:rvc.t i on , e t c .

( 5 ) UnL awfuL tr'3at.mcrrt of the mi l i t c r y per­
sonnel in the occupie d countries .

B. Politiccl controls .

Th e afu~ini strQtive set - up itself in t he o ccup ied COun­
vras

trios shows t.hrrt t he t orror i stic maohi.ne I frolll t h o boginn - ng

conco ivod c s nn intoGr cl par t of th':: c dnu.n i st.r a tion . This

is demonstrated by the r oc t thc.t the Na zi Party an d SS were

su per i mpo sed upon tho generc.l admi n i s t rat ion , and t hat

special cgen c Lcs were cre c.ted for the i mplementation of

forcible 11 Germoniz Qtion . 1f Th e full and d i re c t control o f

the Hazi, Party over tho occupied t erritorie s "No.S achieved

through the e s t ub Li s hme rrt of Jll'be i t s bere iche ( .bctivity

Spheres) of t h e ESD.AP , the l eaders of wh i ch wer e d ire ct l y

r esponsibl e to Hi t ler I s P arty Chancellory (under LIET t in

Bormann ) . The first Lctivity Sphere was e stabl ished i n

t he Government Gene ral in lI c:y 1 940 . Hare over , t h e top
(7 2 997 )
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pol i ce Qu t hor i t y in the occupied t erritories was

entr us ted to Hi gh er SS and Police Leaders , vIDO operated

di re ct l y unde r Hirrmler . In most cases , they held the

office of pUbl i c s afety in th e central admi ni s t rat i ve

machinery of their r espective countries , As ea r l y as

1 939 , the Hi ghe r SS and Police Le aders were made r esponsible

for Germanization in ell t erritories al ready annexed or t o

be anne xed , and in the same year Hi~er himself was

appoi n ted Reichskommissar fUr die Festigung des Deutschen

Volkstums (Reich Commissar for the strengthening of German

Folkdom) •

C. Economic exploit ation.

Terroristic political controls over the occupied terri­

tories were supplemented by a tight net of economic con­

trols , adapte d to and eve n integrat ed into the pattern

of control that provailed in Germany . The controls were

exer c i sed throu gh close cooperation and coordination of

agenc ie s of the Nazi gover nment an d of t he s elf-government

of business . Hi t hi n this f'r cmework of organizution , the

ent i re e conomy of the occupied countries was compulsorily

organized and made the organ of Nazi spoliat ion and exploit ­

at i on . The l arge German industrial and cOmTIlerc ial ent er­

pr i ses vrere the chief beneficiaries of these activities

(se e p . above ) : the Reichsvereinigungen , the compulsory

( 72997)
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German peak c artel s , wore ent r usted ';Iith the t e sk of

i1organizing' l t h e Eu r opean r e s ourc e s , en d Lnnumer-ab.L e German

firm.s opere-ted i n t he oc cupie d c ountrie s , e i t he r d i r e ct l y

or though br mlch es llild subs idi ar i e s .

The policy of e c onomi c spoliation en d expj. o Lta t l on nc.s

de t e rra l ne d by cerr t rc.L Oerman c.gen c ies . The mo st .impor-t c rrt

ono s V18r e :

(1) Hi tler ' s Dc Lc g rrt e for the Four Ye CU' Plan ( <ill r ing ) .
~,;uthoriz c-tioll vras g i von i n t h o II Decre e on t h e
Pl. annc d Ut i l izat i on of t h e Occupie d \je s tern
Territories f or the German \ic. r Economy" (26 illgu st
1940) , end in t.h e "Dc cre e o n t h e Ut i l izat ion of
tho Occupie d E2stern Territorie s f or th e Germ an
1Ja r Eco noray" (1 5 .i.UtSust 1941 ) .

(2) Speer 's Hi nis try for i.rrJ.·:'I116nt <:':11 d 1.12.1' Production ,
oper o.ting I:lc.inly through Arracmerrt Inspectors .

( 3) Several Reich CODnlissioners ~Dd Ins p'ectors ,
d i rect l y r esponsibl e to Hi t lGr or GBr i ug .

SECRET
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This paD~r attem~ts to ~ 8rnonstrato tho existGnc o of a

c omrrrohcns i V I?' na zi pla n f or a ~;gr c'ssion, c onqu es t, and dorm na tion

dovol.opod c h i e f l y bv the IJational Socialis t G(T man r!or krT S I

Party (nSDAP ) wi th i ts affiliated and suor.r v i s r·d organd za tions ,

in c onjunc tion l"Ii t h C CT t.a.i n Lnf'Lu-ntda I c irclos amon g the G·,'Trnan

arrnod f'or-crs , the h i gh civil s ; 'rvic (~, and t h o i ndu s t r i a l l cad :-;J'-

shi p of GCTma~~ .7 . The s e ope" details , a nd ins t.rum nts of t h e pl a n

as (1) f'r om 19 20 to I S'33 , the vca r in wh i c h t he nazi s s ei zed

power i n Gor nany ; (2) 1933 t o 1934 , in wh i ch ~/C ; lr th e::.r c omp.Io t od

the: :-;s t Etbl i s hm"n t of total itarian c ontrol OV 'T Gc.r-manv ; (3) 1934

to 1939 , during wh i.c h por-i od thC::,r carri ,' d out their total pr-o na -

t ion f or t.h ., war of aggrussion; (1l-) 1939 to lC:~!~4. , i n ,"hi c h y ea r s

th o:r (:":c,c u tc:d their p o.lLcv of (lamina t i.o n throughout t he occupied

par t s of L U J'OpC . On a l l f'on r stagr:s , t .h r ex e cu t i on of t};( : pl a n

invol voc' t ho us c: of unLa wf'u.I m .a ns ,

II . THE: _':.'OL::'; 011' 'r"~ P r. t: 'TV I l '1'1 'C'J..J -..... .L .:. •W "i1 L _ .J.. 1 J J . .. ~ VAZI ?I J F YDJi

Th e: chi of ac t or i n the Nazi pl a n for domi na t i on VIaS t ho

NSDAP . Acc or ding to Hi t I er I S ovn a c count in .0.cJJ1_liamnf , and

C-;:-'C,--' T, '_J • .1 J
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1)
according to authoritativ8 Nazi publications , tho firs t

organi zational nuc l... -u s of tho lJr:TJI..P was the; Gor man vror ke: r s '

Part y, f'ound od i n J anua r y 1° 19 i n I,b1ni ch by Anton Drexl.or , In

the aamo voa r , Adolf Hi t.Lr-r , then still a s o'Ld i or- in the

Ec i.ch swehr , c ont.ac t od t he Gor nan Vlor kGr s I Party , in hi s own rJ Ol'0 S ,

li on superior o!'o nr s " by t .h o military aut.hor d t.t . .s , HG partjcinatod

in the discussions of the' Par tv , vrh Lch , in t!H, folloning vrar- (1920) ,

assumed t.hc name of Nat iona l Socialis t G rman Vjorl~ r;r s ' Party , and

he; a c quir e d a Party or gan of his ovn , t.h o ' V~lki sch(} Bc obachtor ,
. -----------_.._------

Th0 fir s t major public mcc t i ng of t ho HSDAP took nl.ac .: i n Mu n5.c h

on 24 Febru ary 1920, vrit. h Hi t.Lr-r a s s pcakr-r , At this mr.eting ,

Hi t l e'r publ i cly a nn ounc od the: pr ogr-an of tho Par t y ( S l-:O b r.Low} ,

On 1 Augu s t 1921, Hi t.L or wa s «Loc t .od "L .. a dor " of t.h o Par t y .

The fir s t Par ty Cong!'Gss t ook pl a c e on 27 J anua r y 1923 .

1 ) Tho I'oLl.ovri.ng ac c oun t is bas r-d pr imar ily on Hitl Gr, l:1fin_~Q!TIDf ,

chaptors VIII , IX, and XI , and on J ohann von Leer s , fu.1r~gffg.§§ to

Qq§.£hi Qhte d ': ~fLIJa.:tiQnglso~ialimn!l§ , pub.l ishod r!i t h i ,h r, a ppr-oval,
of the Pp.rty official I~xHmina t ion Commi ss Lon f or t he' Protnct i on
of NS 1it,·""!ratur e , Bi f:->lpf '·,ld and Lr.Lpzd g 1933 . Add it.LonaI,
ev .i. dcnc o ca n b;:; found i n the- f'acs lmf.Lc s of Pn r ty nos t. or-s i n
the Hough ton IJIi f f l in od i ti on of !:1.c:l !L.K.sDill.f. .

SECRET



Yheroas tho or i g i na L group r CDort'-'dly c ons i s t cC\ of onl v

s even mombor -s , tho Party mombr rsh i.p rosc, according to tho
1)

of'f'Lc:' p.l Par -tv statistics , to 849 , 009 i n J a nu nr y 1933, prior

t o the insta l l ati on of the' Na zi Govor-nncn t , In 1935 , t ho Pa r- t y

c ount.od 2,493 , 890 mombor-s , 5 .2 p ·.T c ent of wh om }1C'.0. j oi.nvd

pr i oz- to 14 2 :.p t c mbcT 1930 , a nd 28 . 8 p er' c rn t f rom 14 0cp t cmb-:- r

19 30 t o 30 J anuary 1933, t he dav of th,') os t ab.Ltscmr-rrt of the

Nazi Govor-nmon t. , Th :- Pc.rt' · particip n. t od for t.h: f i r st t .L rnc i n

tho r ':i chs t a g el ec t i ons in 1924 , when j.t obtained 32 s a t.s or

6 .5 per c orr t of t.h. . total vote ; i n 1932 , Ln t.h -. l ast f r e e; cli-' c t i on ,

it obt a i n od 196 s ents or 33 .1 p er c ent of t.h o t ot nl v ot e .

Be ginning i n 1921 wi th tho ('s t abl i s 11L1i'n t of the §~urill

h bteilungen (SA),--- - _. - t.ho Pa r t .. · ? ouncl ·fJ m 1r:1 i". r ous f' or-mnti.ons a nd
2)

of powor , C O"lJ( r ed a.l L f i e l cJs:i of publ i.c lif e' (pol ~_ t.Icn.l , ' c anoni c ,

cul t1J r~l , mili t ary , ;, t c . ) .

1) £:£J:.t.Qi_§,te.tis ti k , cd , ~f2LE('i£h'§.QrgQni.§nt1.Ql1s1:1.t£r~E~r l~p ,
l Q35, v ol. 1, D . 1 2- 13 .

, ~. "
2 ) So"\; V' c: ;.'·n r Cr i "1 S p[l.p·r r Pri: .c i pal. Ea z i Or l~anj za ti ()ns I riv ol v od

i n t he Commfss i on of lia r Cril;lc:3" , REtA · .Repor t No , 3 113 .

CE'C1 i,' FT'Io r, .l ~D J.
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Prior t o 1933, the nost a c t i ve of t he s e organi zations were t.ne

SA (established i n 1921) and t he SS (e s tablished 1923 and

r e organi zed i n 1925); pa r-a -m .iLi,tary organizations which weru the

chie f Ln s t.runent.s in t he t erroristi e acti vit y of the H~,DA? 1/

After t he sei zure of p ower on 30 J anuary 1933, the NSDA?

was nade tho sale poli t ical par ty z.n Ge rrrany and I I tho s ale bearer

of t he Gerl:1an l s t a tc Ldea!' , V At t he s ame t.Lrro , per s ona l

idrmt i t y was f;; s t ab l i she d be tween t~1G Pa r ty Lea dc r sh i.p and ,

h o.Ldc rs of key positi ons in t he Govo rnmorr t .; Hitler a s t he

Leade r cf the ?arty bc cane Chancellor of the Reich ; Genc r'a L von

Bl omberg , Divi.s LonaL Conma n de r of the Re i.chswchr , joined the

Hitle r government as ',-::l. r I ,~inis tGr , and t he Pa r t v e s tablished

c ontrol over a l l spheres of bus i.ne s s , culture and r duca td.on ,

Total i tar ian con t rol O~!i; r a l l r.ied.ia of pub.l i c opinion and

coramuni.ca t i on was centrali ze d in t he Reich ;',1in:Ls t ry of Pr opaganda

and Popular Ell1i Gh tGnmen t , headed by GOGbbel s . From 1933 -34

onwar-d ; t otalitarian anaLgnmatd.on be t ween t.nc NSDAP and t he

Ocv c r-nr.errt. »r-c va f Led t.hr oughout. t he t erritory of' t:w Reich . 3/

11
2/

'}../

C. C C.J bc.Lovr, s ec • IV, A.
La -: fo r Safeguarding the Unity of Party and State, 1
Doccober 1933, RGich s~sctzblatt 1933 , I , p-523.
~~ c c V C beLow,
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C"C'" "'-' TU.:.J r. ; J

Th:~ p ersons wh o , during t.h .: t ': L1G of t l ,!'; f orrml.nt.i on of

t h e Pa r t .v progr an , a nd dur i ng t.ho bu i.Lda. ng UD of' t h e, b r.s i c

"0e. r t i n t he N.:-:DAP wer e , i n addition to Hi t I c :::': 1 /

He-r-mann ~s ;:; c~r , chirf (~ cl :i. t or of t J;, c, Vgllsisf,ho Boo l)D.chtor
J

(Vf.) in 1920
Di etrich =~c kQr t , ch.l of e dt tor of tho VB in 1921 ( t oge t hor

wi t .h Al f red Hos onb(::rg)
Lud ol f l.k.,s s , who join ..-: d tho lJSDtP in J t H > ' 1020
Ll.f1'c (1 Ros (;nb;' :~' b ' c h.icf nd j.tor of t he' VB 10.21 (to gc\th c\r

vIi t h r ·intri.ch T',cka r t )
i'/! n G 1 <:,t·r> "1 ' f t .l I' cIJ' I. p ' 10. 21J. ax r.marm , -2.s.Q.:· :'C'.1 S 1. u ..1r ur 0 .1(: \)'J 1. In )_
Gottfri ed Fod. . r , po.l i tical Lc c t ur-or in 1919- 20, !"1.J:;c1

official commentator of t h e: P,q.rt7 or- cgran
l'li l h(-Ln Frick , Hi t.Lrr I S pr ot.oc t.or in t)·;.o ;·J1L,j.c h Po.l i c o

Di r pc t orato in 10 20- 23

This gr ou p of b. ' ~ par-t y r:1l' 11 Hc'..S l Rt " I' j oi .n rd bv others

wh o b r ca mo H5.t .Lor I s c l os o a dvis eT S and c ol.La bor-a t ors - not.ab.l.v.'
Ggrin g , Gocbbcl s , Ii.imml . r , Bor mann , :: :i bb: ' c t r o1j , e t c .

11 Bas c-d chi ef l y on !2.G.§-I'::l!.t§chc_E~.b.r.9Il.Q;;s.tt.2.u 1S'34- 35 , and
o t.hor pr'.rt~ r- approiJ.,d b.i ogr-a ph.lrs ; al s o :')( ·i 1'1 E8..!:22£ . Of t hes e
rx -rs ons , r i,:-- t r i ch Ec knr t di ed i n 19 23, anc:l Got t f r :1. nd F, d or­
r (·c c:c' nc1 i n to the ba c kgr ound , bu t a Ll. t b ' o'thu-s obt.a i n , d
l ·. ading positi ons .in t he Par ty or in tr:r: F...- i ch Gov. r nm..n t .

['.f t c r t ::,: s oi.zuro of po' oCT .
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ll.ftor t .ho s of.zuro of powor , it may b: sadd thF'.t nsid n from Hi t.Lor ,

memb er-s of t.h » f'o'l l.owf.ng grouns wnr C' mainlY r-r-snonsLb.l.o for tho

fornn l ntion and ox ocu t.i on of Party 'Joliey : y
tho E£ieh§.loi tf~r of t.ho N[~DJ\P

the: h eads of th r:; D.£Lgqsdi rnst§.t'l.])-.:n of the N2T!~P

the Gaul.]i t or
t h o h onds of tho forMations, and affiliated and sun~rvis 6d

organi zations

This pnp:'r do-.s not a t.t.ornpt. to f'as t on r nsnonsibiJ.i ty for

the instigntion and ox ocu t.Lon of s rx -ci f'Lc wa r crimes on r~n~r

spoc i.f'Lc indiv:' dua'l.s , groups , or org;' ni zn t.Lons • Howovor , tho

f RC t that th e: obj nc t i v ns of tho NE";'DAP iin r rl puulicLy - s ta t(~C!., a nd

t.ha t. ov rr-v Par-ty mr- mbcr HF.':.8 obl.Lgnt od to know nn d to fi ght for

tho r c:nlizntion " f these ob j oc td.v cs (s (~O II D 1 and 2bf~lon) ,

mak e-s 8V(">; r y mornbrr- of t.ho NSfoJi.P vJh o voluntnrily j oinod th'3 Party

co-rnsponsib1n . Th· · sane' hol.ds t.ruo for the nff ilintr:d and s unor-vi s od

or-gant za t.i.ons ,

tho obj-c t dv os of t h e Ef f /.P b --cr.m: a l s o t.hoso of ..L 11O G:-:rD'1. fl.. rl

GovernT'10nt .

Soo t.ho VInr Cri!'1 (~s n r~n ('r "Pr-Lnc i ps L i~o.. zi Ore;.:1 1 i zo.. t i ons
InvcLvod in thc' Oonmiss i on of rn.~ ' C:ri ,.:ps , " Rt:A R('pnrt 1;73113 .
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From t his time onwar d , there f ore, t he l e adin g government

authoriti es shar e r es ponsibility wi th the Naz i Par ty .

C. Objec tives

The ob j ectives of the NSDAP a re to be foun d 1n t he

foll owing sources :

1 . Th e program o f t h e HS DAP , ti1e so-cal l e d 25 Po i n t s (1 9 20),

Th8 p r- og r-an. was declared Ifu:n changos..b le f' (u nabMnde r l i c h )

by t he l;one r a l i·root i ng of Party procr a.r.l on 22 1'116.y 1 92 6 . Y
L.f te r t he se i zure of powe r , t he of f i c io l Nat ional s o z i a l i s t i s che s

J ahrbuch call ed the Party progrnm the II fund amental political l aw

of "t he · state . If y
2 . Hi t.I e r ' s bo ok VI e in Kampf , wr a tten in 19 2£1 .

3 . Book s , p amphlets , a r tic le s , a n d s pe eche s by l e ading persons

in the NS DA.P and its af'f'Ll Lat.ed or-ga n i a c.t .i. on s , such I'1. S

t h e DerSOLS mentioned a boVG.
'.

4 . Ar t i c l e s in t.ho p r ess of the lJS DAP , chi.c rIy the .vglkisc~

Bco bach to r and its subsidi ari os ; h l s o t h e £...~iff , an d t h e

S t lirIT18r •

1/
2/

Go t t f r ied Fedor , Das Progr1d:-~d8L.!:ISD.!\.P . l .junclf~n 19 33.• p . 20.
.J:o.; d i tcd in oo l l abc r a t.Lon with tho Hei c hs lci tune; of thv 1.J~D t\.P

by Hs i c h s l.::..i te r Phillip Bc. uh Lo r ; 1 9~~ 8 e d , p . 146 .

SEC RET
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5 . The evi dence br ought forth i n the trials for high treason

aga~ lt Hi t l er and others in 1924 and 1930. 11
The Program of the NSDAP (1920) contained t he chief el ement s

of the Nazi plan for dominat ion and conquest :

a . I ncorporation of al l Germans into a Greater German

Roich (point 1) .

b . Abolition of the peace treaties of Versailles and

St . Germain (point 2).

c . Demand for "l and and soil (col oni es ) (point 3). y

d . Rac ial discrimination ~nd anti~Semitism (point 4) .

o , Fight against tho democr-a t i.c.- par-L'iamen'tar'y system (point 6) .

f . Rearmament (point 22) .

The text .of tho Party Program i s appended (Appendi x E).

1/ Fil es on these tri~ls shoul d be socured in Muni ch and Loipzig
f r om the courts concerned : Peoplo ls court of Muni ch , District
Ono ; Decis i on Rondorod on 1 April 1924; and Supreme Reichsgericht
at Leipzig; File number, 12 V. 10/1930; also to be found in
Die Jus t iz , Vol . 6 , January 1931 . il-lso t o be exanuned are
document-s published by tho Lnv e et.Lgrrt ing Commission of tho
Bavarian Diot on the Hitler Putsch , and Hitler und Vahr, die
l?ayor i s chen Napol e,QDsgr os sen V OT}. 1923, edited by the
L.andos auschu.§§.g . of ·the Soci nl Democratic Party of Bavar i a ,
Munich ; par t I, 1928; par t II , 1928 .

2/ Though t his point did not r efer to claims for "land and soil "
in Europe at the time of t ho programt s formulation , it was later
i nterpreted to mean this. J~ t any r ate , point one adequatel y
covered tho demand for LGbonsra~ .

SECRET
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In poi n t of f ,".ct , t.h r ob j cc t.i vr.s of the NS[;iJ~ wor-e mu ch

Pr-ogr-am Lndi c a t o , Thi s b (; CO!'lCS c l ,··n.r if th,.:.'y nrc tn. 1T~~ in

conjuncti on 'I i i th tf1( ' other sourc os onumor-rtcd in II C abov o ,

Vi c1;:nd i n t h i s c on t ext , a nd in t.ho Li.gh t. of the- nc t .iv.i t.i c s of

t h o HSD;~P from 1920 t o the s ·.:.'iZ1.l..TC of powcr , th .-' ob j nc t.Lvos nay

bo d r;s cri b ed a s f o110\"/8 :

".,
( . -.. . OV1Tthrm! of t he ns t n.b1 i s h od d omocr a t5.c- pQrli,'l.r:1c~ ntnry

b . Es t ab'l i s hnc n t of 11 tot ,'tlitrtrip.n Naz.i d.i.c t -vtor s h.Lp pi t h

comp'Lc t c el i mirp.t.L on of ,'111 p o1i t.Lc r.L, id,:ologic ~.l ,

r eligious, rp..c i~l a nd ot.h.T opoos i t ion , a nd \ 'li t h the

a b ol i t i on of civil rights nnd 1 i b :.-rti us .

c . FuLl.e f'Lod gcd r-oar mnmorrt of Cor-nany a nd svs t cma tic
I

prop~rntion f or ~nr i n ~11 fi ~lds of s oc j.nl , oconomi c ,

an d cu.Lturr..l lif.-; .

d . Us c of th, . n -il rnili tr:.ry f'o r'c c: f or inc orporr..tin g foroign

t . t t.hc r: R " I d . tt e r r i ory 1 11 0 no uc r ma n c ic 1 an oc cupvang mor e e r r i t o ry

f or tho G.- rn{-ln llliving spnc n . fl

. 1 a n d oth '.·r un.Lcvf'uL mr.an s , \:i 1 1 b e d onons tr~ t ed i n t h oV10 e nce , L' ,

f ollowi ng c ha p t e r s.

SECRET
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Th E'; NSDJ1P vms organi zed a c c or di n g to the 11l f1 nd orship

. . 1 n,prlnClp e . • ~ "The F&hror Ldca is t.h o br.s i s for tho crga rri za tion

of Lho Par ty , " 1/ This moarrt thee t t .ho Partv ,-"Tn.S govrr-ncd and

" .a dmi .nas t.or cd by tho au thor-f t:t of t J'. o FuhE.:2:, whoso docr-ocs , orders ,

r.nd decisi ons v!~ : :r c; t he supreme In:w of th E'. Par-tv siMply by v i r t u e

of t he f' ac t, t.hn t thny oman-vtod from him . ll.s it was of f i c i"-'.l l :,'

stp.tod r "Th0 wi l l of the Ei!.h!, ~T is t.hc supr eme' l rl.Yl in t.ho Pf\.rty ." Z/

'I'h» "'Jil l of the Flfhrer invol"lOS not only abs ol.ut.c o.u t hor i ty , whi ch

ha d to be' ob eyed unqucs t f.oni.ng'Ly, bu t; a Lso infnl1ibili ty . "The

F{),h~ is nlvm.y s right" said t ho first of t .ho Gommandrnont.s f or

t h o National Socialist . 1/
II

Tho Par-tv Pr-ogr-an , gi ven by tho .Fuhrnr ,

had , f or , over y memb er , t.ho mrthor i t :.T of a. dogma : "The Pr-ogr-am

shall b e a dogma to you : it d emands of : TOU tho utmnst dovo t .i on

to t h e Movomon t . " iz/

,J '''r NQT'. I\ PI I t ... .... J .' .tl •---..----..... Zontr{tlv erlag d.m:..NSDilP , lAun i c h 191~3, n , 14 .

2./ .Ibid . p . 146•

J./ I bid . p . 7 .

iz/ Ibid .

SECRIGT
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Whi l e t he l e ad ersh i p p r i n c ip l e a s s ured t ho b inding

n a tur e of Hi t l er 1 s s t.at .emc n t s and dcc Lara t. i cn s fo r the a i ms

a n d policies o f the ~nti r e p qrty a n d , t hrouGh i t, f or t he

ont i ro mov ement , the s ame pr i n c ip l e e s tab l i s he d tho full

r osponsibil i t y of a l l i n divi dual "sub-d ccd cr s " wi thi n t h o

p rov i nc e a n d jurisdiction o f their offic e or position . 1/

For t h G 1 8u d urshi p pr i n c i ple app l i e d n ot on l y t o Hi t l e r a s

tho s upr emo l eader , bu t a l s o to ul l t h e vari ou s s ub - l e ad e r s

undcr him , a nd thus p c rm out. cd tho en t i re Naz ; h i er a r chy . The

various Ho ho i. t s t d igc r o f the Party vrer e , i n the i r I' os pec t i v e

"p r o vince s , thems elves Fuhr l1r : uver y Political Lea dor

(Folitischer Leit er) was a 11po l i t i cal Flihr or~l' i 2/ a n rl t h o

ent i r e Party wa s an Or de r o f Lc ud er e (Flihr orordcn) .3/ The

Nat iona l So c i al ist Ldca of l e a d e r s h i p pr c s upp o s od a " full

f eoling o f r esponsi bilit y " 4/ i n e ve r y l ea d er . By the s ame

tok en , overy l oad er wa s v os t ed wi t h full a u t ho r i t y in hi s

provinc e Ulohoit sgebi ot) :

1/ Fo r a f u l l expo s i t i on of tho "Lc a der s h i.p pr inc ip l e " s oo
the War Crimes p aper on " Th '3 Lea d ership Prin c ip l e ! i n Gor rna n­
Law a rid i ts S i gn i f i c a n c e i n As s igning Res p on s ibi l i ty f o r
Vva.r Crimes , 'I R&A Rup or t No . 3110 .

2/ Organ i sf.lt ion sbu ch d cr NSDAP , loc o cit . , p . 14

3/ Ibi d . , p . 86

4/ Ibid . p . 87 .

S~CR~~T
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liThe HoheLts t.r e'ger , for example , is supe rio r "(Vor ­
gesetzter) to all PoIitical Leaders in his Hohefu­
gebiet . He possesses in ever y r e spect unconditional
aut hor i t y (unbedingte Ano rdnungsgewal t ) wi t h r egard
to them . " 1/

However , t h is doe s not fr ee the sub-leaders from the obliga-

tion of uncondi t ional obedience to the FUhrer:

"All Pol itical Leaders ar e t o be considered ( gelten)
as appointed by t he FUhre r and are r e sponsible to
him . " 2/

but ·,

"They enjoy full authori t y over thos e below." 3/

2. Advoc acy of Di r ect A0tion.

The NSDAP di ffe r e d from most politi~al par t ie s by

the f act t hat i t bound its members muc h more closely to the

princip le s a. nd ob j ectives of the Party, and that it was in

all its parts ge are d to di re c t act ion , endo r sin g illegal

and unlawfu l ac tion whenever such was deemed ne c e s s ar y to

promote the Party 's goa l s ,

As t o t he fi r st, Hit ler 's TJe i n Kam pf , i n l aying down

t he organiz ati onal pr inc ip le s of the NSDAP, 4/ contrasted

it with the "bour ge oi.s pa r t ie s " in that al l members of the

NSDAP were bound to f ight act i ve ly for the aims of the

1/ Ibid . p. 17
2/ Ibid . -p . 14
3/ Ibid .
4/ Volume II, chap te r I, a nd passim,

SECRET
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P lrty, t o "s t and up f or t hem and t o sproad t hem," to

"exchan ge t he slo gan of a we ak and cowardly defens e wi th

t he batt l e cry of courageo us and br u tal attack . " a c c or-c -

i ngly , Hi t.Ler ciis tinguishod sharp ly between mere "fa llow-

e r s If and a ct ua l "memb e r s , " and r e serve d membe r s h.ip on l y

fo r the most valuab l e and r el i able candidates . Ey tho same

token , membership i n t he Pa rty was , at l e ast up to 1933-1934,

ent i r e ly vo l untary ( a s it was f or t ho SA and SS) , and tho

membe r s fo rmed "a de f ini te ly limi t ed, tight l y organi ze ..

po litical c orununity of be l i ever s and f i ghter s, uniform in

spirit and will powe r ••.• fl 1/

That the NSDAP was a party of di r e c t a ct i on fol l ows

a lmos t in8vit ably f r om i t s f undamen tal oppo s i tion to t he

demo crat ic - par lL amentary sys tem . 2/
r eco gnize tho democratic proces s8s a s binding and us ed t hem

only as 811 ins trument 1' 0 r boring f r om wi t hi n and fo r en-

hancing its op por t unities f or Nazi propagan da . 3/ For the

s ame r eason , the Par t y l ead8 r ship ~ penly ondor sEd the i l l ega l

strug gl e against thu e s t ab l i she d gove r runont , a~d made exten-

1/ I bid . l oc . cit . D . 576 f . - Additional evi de nce is to bo
ro u~d 1n : Rober t rJ .W. Kompn~ r , ~az~ .Suby~rsive Organi ­
za t i.on , Past and Futu ro ; Sttl.dl CS ~n rhglat~o n a nd
~ttlement, n~\- 2 , 30 Octobe r 194 3, pp . 17- 22 .

2/ See Chap t e r III below.

3/ See I bid IV A.
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sive us e of unl awful me an s . 1/

E. Early Supporters

1. The Rei chsweh r .

That Hi t ler worked as a polit lea I agent of the

Rei chswehr as ear ly as 1919 is demonstra t ed by his own ac -

count i n Me i n Kam?f . Ther e he r elates that in May 1919,

whi le do i ng servi ce i n t he H~ i chswehr , he "was :3ummoned

t o join a commission f or the exami nat i on of the event s of

the r evolutio n i n the Seco nd Infantry Regi ment , lf 2/ He

was r eportedly instrumental in singling out t he "r ed"

so l diers f or exe cut i on ~ A little l ater , he s ays th&t :

"One day I r eceived orders from my headquarters (von
der mir vorgesetzten Diens t s te l le ) to find out what
was behind an apparent l y political society which ,
under the name of 'German Worker s ' Party ' , intended
to hold a meeting on one of the following days •• ," 3/

This is confirmed by the sho rt bio graphical note on

Hi t ler i n Cuno Hor ke nbach ' s , Das Deutsche Reich von 1918

bi s Heute , edi te d wi th the help of "Reich md State

Authoriti es" in 1935 ; which describes him as

Ifuntil 1920 in the Rei chswehr , ent r u sted with the
functions of a B'i Ldung so f'f'Lz Ler " (officer f o r

1/ See EbLd , , I'll A and t ho war crimes pape r "The At t i t ude of
t he NSDAP toward Po litical Terro r ." R&A Report ~~3 1 14 , 1

2/ Lac . cit., p . 279

3/ Ibid ., p . 291
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poli t ica l t r aining) . 1/

From that time on until 1933 , the r e l ations be tween

the Army and the NSDAP were ve i l ed i n s ec r ecy; and af ter

1923 the Reichswehr wi t hd r ew offici ally f rom po l it i c s , and

its open r eunion wi th t he Nazi movement took place only

af te r Hitl e r 's s eizur e of power . 2/

2 . The Fr e e Ce rp s

The Free Corps were p~a-mi l itary orguniz~tions which

sp r ang up at t he end of the Fi r s t Wo r l d ~ar . They did not

r ecogn i ze the stipul ati ons of the Tr uaty of Versaill es an d

fo ugh t a priv c. t e:; war 0 n thci r own i n or del' to r etain the

old German front i e rs , espe cial ly i n t he Eas t . They wor e ,

mor eover , vi olently 0p Po s8d t o the democratic gove r nment

of the We i mar Repub l i c an d engage d i n a bitter t e rrori s t i c

c ampaign ag a .i.n s t i t s sup porters . 3/ The Free Corps were

t hu s i n the i r bas ic ob j e ctive s in agroeme nt with t hose

of t he ear l y Nazi move me nt ; many of the Fr 0e Corps l e ad ers ,

indeed, l at e::r bo came pr.orninen t in tho Par ty . 4/

1/

2/

3/

4/

Be r l in , 193 5, p . 95R

Se e V' G be l ow.
I

Se c be Low I V A/md th-~ war crimes pap e; r on liThe At t itude
of t.hc NSDAP I'owa r-d Po li t i ca l I'e r r-o r ;" R& s1 Repor t No .
311<1. 1 , an d "Th8 Pa t t e r-n of' I l l ega l Anti - Demo cr atic
Act i vi tY i n Ge r many a f te r t.hc Ls. s t Wa r ; t he Fr-e e Co rps , ;,
R &~ Repor t 1934 , 2

I bid .
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3. The Industriali sts .

The point at whi ch inf l uent ia l industrial circles

started to support the NSDAP is still uncle ar . By 1923 ,

ho wever, contact be tween the Party and one of the most

important industri al combines of Germany had a l ready been

e s tablishe d, and financial contributions were fo rthcoming .

Thi s is the t ostimoney of the magnat e , Fri tz Thyssen . He

r elates that, in 1923 , he met General Ludendorff , who told

him that the NSDAP was the only party cap ab l e of accom-

plishing "national r ecovery," Thyss en writes :

"I followed his advi ce . I at t ended several publ ic
meetings organiz ed by Hi t.L er , It was then tha t I ,
reali zed his or ato rical gifts and his ability t o le a~

t he mass es . vVhat impr essed me most , howev e r , was
the order that r eigned in his meetings , the al mos t
mi li t ary discipline of his followers . ," 1/

A f ew days l ater , Thyss en met Hitl er personally 1n

the presenc e of Ludendorff :

"Ludendorff and Hi t l e r ag r eed to undertak e a military
expe di t i on agai ns t Saxony in order to depos e the
Communist gov ernment of Dr . Zeigner . The ul t i mate
ai m of the proposed expe di t i on was to overthrow the
We i mar democr acy , whos e we akness was l eading Germany
into anarchy.
Funds were l acking •• ~, He (Ludendorff) had a l r e ady
solicited and obtained the h elp of s eve ral indus t r ial­
ists , particularly that of Herr Mi nnoux of the
Stinnes firm . For my part , I gave h im about one

1/ Fritz Thyss en, 1 Paid Hi t.Le r , New York nn d London,
1941 , p . III
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hundred thou s an d go Ld marks . Thi s was my f i r s t
c ontr i but i on t o t he Nat i ona I Socialist Par ty . II 1/

Th is test imony of Thy s s en I s al so confirms tho f act

t hat t he overthrow of t h o e st ab l i shed dem,cr atic gove r nmen t

by fo r ce wa s t he avowe d aim of the NSDhP , D.11d that c8rtai n

industri a l i sts actively supported t his aim . That f inanci al

support by heavy industry continued du r i ng t he f ol lowing

year s and t hat contc.ct was mai ntai ned be tweon t hE; NSDAP

and the Rhenish - We s t phal ian Co al Syndi cate i s i ndi cQte d i n

anot he r statement by Fr i t z Thy ss en . Ac co r di.ng t o Thyss on ,

i n 192 8 Rudo l f He s s app roache d him

!fan t hu initi ative of old Gehe imr a t Ki rdo rf , f or
many year s t he di r ecto r gener a l of th e Rhen i ::;h -We s t ­
phaI i an Coal Syndi c(1. t o , wi th whom I vms on f r i e ndly
t erms . Hess expl a i ned t o me that thE; Nazi s h ad
bought t h e Brown Hous e an d had gr e D. t diff' i cu l t y in
pay i ng f or i t . I pl a ce d He ss i n posses s i on of t ho
r equired funds on condi t ions which , h oweve r , he has
n cve r f ulf i l le a. . II 2/ .

It is no t ewo r t hy that , i n 1928, Thys sen was Chai rman of t he

Board of Ve r oinigt G St ahl werke , t h e groatfJ s t Ge rman s t eol

combi ne . Thys s en fur t he rmor o St~3..t 0 s thatllK i rdor f h ad buen

8. member of the National Soc i alist Pa r ty l ong befor e me . " 3/

1/ I bid ., p . 113- 114 . I n view of tho sc antiness of i nf orma­
t io n on t he r e Ls.t i.on a be tw cen hcavy indus t r y and th(; NSDi\.P
dur ing t hc e a r l y per iod , an i nt errogati on of Fr i t z Thyss en
on t hi s po i nt wo u ld bE; of utmost i mportanc e .

2/ Ibid" p . 129 .

3/ I bid .
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Contributions on a l arge sc ale by German indus t r y

to the NSDAP J however I wer e pr obably not made before 1932 ;

they ar e di scu s s e d in··IV B be low.

III . THE M;~S TER PLAN .AND THE ST.;,- GES. OF I TS EXECU TI ON

The exe cut i on of the Nazi progr[~ ne ccssitQted the

devc Lopmcnt of a compr ehonsive pl an cover ing domost ic a s

well as foreign policy, a ct i v i t ie s in Germany a s we ll as

in for eign countries .

When the Nazis began t he i r ac t i vi t y shortly af te r

th e end of the fi rst Wo r Ld "i\far , t hey we r e f ace d wi th a

parliament a ry-democratic German government committ ed to t he

fulfillment of the Tre aty of Versa i l l es . The majo rity of

the German population, more ove r , suppo rted the Gover nment

and was set agai n s t a fo r oign policy of aggre s s i ve exp p~~

sion . Consequen t l y , in order to bo able to achievo t heir

"

goal , the Nazis had to begin by over throwing t he democrat i c -

parliamentary gove rnment of the Wei mar Republic . Mor eov er­,

sinc e a great part 0 f the German popu l at ion r emai ned op-

posed to the Na zi progr am, and since tho r ealiza t i on o f t he

program r equir ed the t otal mobili zation of Germany, the

Nazis had to strive fo r tho e s tab l i shme nt of a t otal i t arian

dictatorship . The s t ruggle o..ga i n s t the dcmo cr c t .ic-epar-Ll a-

mentnry government und tho f ight fo r a t otali t o..ri rtn "ict8.tor":""
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ship were the refo re the fi r s t s t a ge o f the execut i on o f the

Na z i ma s t e r p lan. Th i s s tREB wa s c ompleted i n 19 3 3. ~fter

the Na~ i Gov ern ment h a d been i n sta ll e d i n pow e r i n 19 33, it

h a d to e s t ab l i s h t.o t.uLi t. o r Lan con t r-oI ov er 0.11 s ph er e s o f

pub l i c and p r i.vrt e life, fo r the p r e se r vat i on o f I.emo crati c

rights ~.nd l ibe r tie s wa s inc ompa t i b l e with i t s a utho r i t ur i eri

phi lo so phy .m d wi t h i t s de t e rmin a t i on t o s t.ay i n powe r-,

Thi s sta ge of the mas t.e r p l an i nvo lve d t h t.: c Li.rn.i n u'tri on o f

t h e e nt i re po l iti cal , i " eolo g i c ci, r a c i.ul , a nd r elig i ous

oppo sitio n, unlimi t ed c ontro l ove r a l l medi a of commun i c a ­

tion , ov er e duc a t i on a n d we If'ar-e , ove r t h e e n t i re ma ch i n e r y

of a dmi n i s t.r- n t i.on , f;tC. Thi s t a s k wa s c a rri ed o u t dur i ng

the fi r s t ye ~r s of the Na z i r e g ime .

Wi t h t.h e e s i .ab Li s hme rrt of t o t n.litur i an con t ro l ove r

Ger many and t he e Ltimi n a 't i on o f a l l op po si tion , t he 1 a z i s

c onc en t r c.be d on 11[ .ll -out" p r- e pa r- a t i.o n f o r the vsr.r of a g ­

gr e s si on . Th i s pre pur a 't Lo n took p lac e on a t Le a s t t hr e e

l evels :

a . i deolo Gical ly : t he de velo pment of the conc eptio n

of Lebc.ns r aurn an d of t he r acial supe riority of

the Ge rman s ;

b . mil i t ::-l r i l y : t h e buildin g u p of the Gi.; rmrm Wehr ­

mac h t i n 011 it s branch es , a n d th(-; tir a n s f'o r rna t a on
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of the entire national economy into a war economy ;

c . " politically, e conomi ca l l y , cu I'tur a Ll.y j infil'!""

tration and Fifth' Column activi ty i n fo re ign

co v.ntrie s .

Germany 's new war potential was then sys temati cally

t ested by op en military action : in the Rhineland occupation,

Spain, fiustria , Czechoslovakia.

After thes e tests had proved succes sful , the Nazi

Government in 1939 ' l aunche d the EuropcRn war . The maste r

plan r eached its final stage with the conque st of the

gr eatest part of the European Leben s raum fo r Germany ; t he

conquered territo ries were trans f ormed i nto par t s of the

German living space and r uth l es s l y exp l oited and de spoi le.

for the. benefit of the German war machine and i n the inter -

e s t s of pe rmanent German domination of the c ontinent"

In one of his s urveys of t he h i s tory of t he Nazi

movement , Hitl er him self descr ibed the above outlinod f our

stag es of the Ma ste r plan as the fou r great task s of t he

Nazi r egime : 1/

i1Task No . 1-- By the soluti on of soc La I prob lems ,

1/ Speech of 30 J anu ury 1944, English tran s l at i on as broa. ­
cast by Berlin on the s c~c date . (FCC ;Daily, Speci al
Repo r t , 3 l J anuary 1944 .)
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t he Re i ch had ag ai n to acq u i r e its lo st int~rnal

soc i a l peace ; t h '_'tt i s, the c l ement s of cLas s cLc av age -v­
t he bourge e i s i e 811d t he p r o l e t ur i at- - ho.d t o be
e l i mi nated i n a l l the i r man i.f'e s t n't Lons , and i n t he i r
pl ac e a nati on 8.l communi ty set up . The 'lppeal to
r e aso n had to be supp l ement ed with Q r ut h l e s s e l i mi na­
tion of the viciously r es i sting e l emen t s i n a l l c runps ~

"Task No . 2--Tho sociQl-politi c::tl un i t y of the Nat i on
was t o be supplemen t ed by nat ionQl -p. l itical univj ;
that i s, i n pl ac e of t he Rei ch body r ent asunder not
only po l i tic Rlly but a l so i n its s t ~tehood , t h0 Na t i on­
a l Soc i a l is t unifi ed Stat e h~d t o a r i se , with a
structure an d with ~ l e adership oqu i pped t o f Qce and
withstand even t h,; gre::'.. tos t t.r LeI s of a t t aok 8Il"

pressure .

"Task No . 3- - Th8 unifi e d Sta t e bui l t upon national
an d po l it ica.lf oundation s had tho t ask of i mme dia t e l y
cre at i ng t h at We hrmach t whi ch i n i t s int el l e ctual
outlook an d mo r a l a t t i t ude , it s numcrir.: a l s t r ungth ,
and i n i ts mater i a l 2.r me.mcn t cou l d s e r ve as a
s ~ti sfac tory ins t r umGnt in the t ask s of sel f - a s se r ­
tion . ~ftcr t he r e st of t he wor ld had r Gj0ct ed a l l
German off er s f or t.ho limi t <:... t Lon of a r mament s , the
Reich had to f a shi on i t s own arm,~mont a ccor d.ing I y ,

"Task No . 4--1n or der t o be ab l E; a t a l l t o maint ain
her position in Eur ope wi t h a chan ce of su cc e s s

l

ther e was ne cc s s nry t.he incor por cLt ion o f al l t ho s e
countries whi ch :lrc populated by G0rmruls or vrhi ch
co nstitute are a s bo l onging to the: Gormnn R0i ch f o r
mo r a t.h cn a t hous c..n d your s an d whic h are t err i t or i es
i ndi s pens able nat ional ly und e conomi ca l l y , f o r t he
preservat i on of t h0 Roi ch , that i s, fo r i t s pol iti ca l
and mi.Li t u r y d of'on s o ;"

Th8 exe cu t i on o f tl18 ma s t er plan i nvo l ved on a l l

stages tho u se of fo rce, v i o l ance, a nd other unI awf'u I me ans ,

Thi s followed in a g8ner a l way f'rom thl, pr incip l e s of Na zi

philoso phy , whi ch r e j e cte d pa ci f i sm, human i t.a r i.an i sm, an d
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democr atic values a s dec adent cowardice, rund which proclaimed

t he natura l right of the strong and of' th e sword . The us e

of f or ce and other unlawful me ans was furthermor e necessi-

t ated by:

1 . The outspoken a im of the Nazi movement of r ep l acing

the democratic-parti amentary system by a Nazi dic ­

t atorship (documentation below in Ch. IV) ;

2 . The out spoken ai m of e l i mi nat i ng al l opposition r ut h­

l essly and wi th al l avai lable me ans (documentation

be low in eh . V, A.);

3 . The out s poke n aim of di sregurdir..g If ar t i f i cial " national

fronti ers and of carrying ou t Nazi prop ag anda an d

act i vi t ie s in fo r ei gn countries ( document at i on be -

l ow Ch. VI , B. ) ;

4 . The declar ed Na zi policy of treating occupied t er r i ­

tories as parts of the Ge r man Lebens raum and of

mobilizing them_totally fo r the German war machine

(document a tion be low, Ch VII . ) .

There are , mo r eover , nume r ous s t ut ements by r e spon¥

sible Nazi l e aders exp l i c i t l y endor s i ng the u se of f or ce and

other unl awful mean s (quoted below, pass im) .
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IV . THE OVERTHROVi OF THE DEI'.'iOCRATI C- PARLIMIEUTARY GEHN!AN
GOVERNMENT AND THE FI CET FOR THE E~) TABLISHVIEN T OF A

NAZI DIC TATORSHI P

In order t o conquer n ew Ge rman liv ing sp a c e , t h e

Nazis h a d first to s eize powe r i n Germany and to pr ep a r e

Germany for t he e v e n t of WQr :

"For oppre s s ed countrie s will n o t b e b r ou ght b a ck
into the bo s orn of t h e co rrunon Rc i ch by me an s o f f i e ry
protost s , but by u mi gh t y swor d . To f o r ge t hi s sword
is the t ask o f the dome s t ic po l i ti cal l e a der s h i p of
a people ; t o guard t he wo rk of for~ in g and t o s e ek
comr ades in a r ms i s th~ t a sk of tho f oroign policy
Lc a de r sh i p ; " 1/

Th e domestic po licy of the Na z i s wa s thus the fir s t

stage i n t h8ir fo r e ign po l i cy o f ag gre s s i on D.l1cl c on que s t ,

This po licy i n volv od tho o ve r throw of t he e s t ab l i s h e d demo -

c r atic-p a rli amenta r y gov c r nme rrt o f t.he Wt:; im:}.r Repub Li,c by

a Na~ i d i c t ato r s h ip .

A. Poli tica l Te r r o r a gai n s t the Demo c rn.t i c Gov e r nmen t

The Ge r man s t.a t.c a s i t W QS e s tab l i s he d a f'f.e r t.he

downfall o f t h o mon nr chy was a p u r- Li amcn t a r-y democ r ncy , l'Vi t h -

i n t he f'r-amcwo r k of thi s democr a cy , p r-cp a r-o t i.on f o r the

e s tab l ishmen t of Ge rm an s upr oma cy ove r Eu r o pe W QS i mpo s sib l e

bec aus e of oppo s i t ion from the demo or- ut i o p art i e s , wh i ch

were cormnitted t o a poli cy o f pe a c efu l Lnt.or n .rtLonuI cooper a-

1/ Hi t I E; r , Me i n Kamp f' , Houghto n Mi f f l i n o d i t i o n , Ba s t on
1 93 9, p . 891
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tion, and to fulfillment of the Ver s a i l les Tr eaty or its

r evision by l ega l and pe aceful me an s . As the e l ec t i on figur es

from 191 9 to Hi t ler ' s ris e to power show, the ant i - mi l i tar i s t

and ant i -expan s i oni s t partios were consistently b acked by

the ma j or i t y of the population .

Unde r these circumstances , the r emova l of the demo -

cratic-p arli amentary gove r nment was the precond i t i on fo r

the attainment of the goals of Naz i sm.

"From the very first day the watchword was : unl imited
struggl e again s t Ber l i n •• ,. One thing was ce r t ain :
10 s sow, Kahr , an d Scisser had the s ame goal that we
had : to get ri d of t he Reich government with its
pres ent international and parliamentary position and
to r eplac e it by an ant i - par l iamentar y government . " 1/
That destruction of thE; W8i ma r Constitution an d of

the pa r l iament a ry syst em was the goal of the Nazi movement 2/

was e s tab l ished by the People 's Court of Muni ch , Di st r i ct 1 ,

on 1 Apr i l 1924 , af te r revi evv~ing the evi den ce produ ced at

the trial of the Nazi l eaders for the unsuccessful Hit l e r

putsch of Novembe r 1923 . After the put s ch , the goa l r emained

the s ame .

1/ Hitler 's sp eech before the Muni ch court , 26 Feb r uary 1924
(My New Order, New York 1941 , p . 74 , 75).

2/ Cited i n : Robe r t M. W. Kempne r , Nazi Subversive Or ­
gan i zat i on - Past pnd Futur e . Studies of Migrat i on and
Settlement, No . A- 2 . Admi.n d e t r a't i ve Se r i es , 30 Octo be r
1943 , r - 73 .
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In 1927, fo r examp le , Wi l he l m Frick dec l arod that :

"our next goa l st ill r emai n s thE"; c onque s t of the
po li t i cal power of t he stut o ; i t is the p r e r e quis i t e
for the r e a lizati on of our i deals ." 1/

The "unlimi t e d' ! s t r uggl e of the Nazi s was di r e c t ed

ag ain s t t he democrat ic-parli amen t ary system a s such, becau se

this system eve r ywhe re s t ood i n t he way of t he di.ct e't.o r i a L

l e adership and control whi ch wa s t ho [li n of the Nazi movement ~

liThe char n.cter of tho po.r l iamcnt ••• obstruct s t his
unifying l e adership ••• ;; •••• :. so t he f i r s t ao t of
ann i hi l a t ion mu s t be di r 8cte d E.tga i n s t tho J ewish­
democrati c p ur Li.arnorrt ar Lsm, I I 2/

"Th€' par Liomcrrt o. r y syst em i s not h i ng mor e t han a
state -sanct i oned nuds an ce an d a Jew ish r acket . Do
you know th~ diff eronc e bet ween t he par l i ament aria n
system a nd the skin o f a s aus age ? Bo t h are on ly
fi t f or a c at . I I 3/

Gottfrie d Fede r , the off i ci a l Ln t er pr e t er o f the 1·J0.zi Pc.r ty

pro gr am, stated that :

"t.he nui s an ce of t he pa r l i arn cnt t:. r i an - d8mocr atic r i ght
to vote will be swept D.wo..y . " 4/

"The Nat i onal Social i st s l ong for t he day 'when the

11
2/

I~ati onalso zialistis ch(; s J ahrbuch 19 27 , p .124 ( quoted i n
Kempner , l oc o ci t . , p . 62 . )
Hei n z Haake (Reich I ns pector of t he NS DAP, SA Ob E:r gruppen­
f~hrer , . L[".ndeshauptmann Rhi ne l and) Nation :J. l s o z i:.~ l i st i s c he s
J ahrbuch 1925, p . 167 ( quoted ibid . , p . 61 ) •

.
Alb ort Hoth , Na zi Rei chs t ag Deput y , 1929 ( quote d i bi d ., p .63) .

No.tional so z i['.. l i s t i s che Bi b l i othek , Book l et No . l (quot t:d i bid .) .
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I,;

well-known lieutenant w:Lth""h'i's' ten men will put an
ingloriou s but well -deserved end to this infernal
sham (the parliament) and will op en the way for a
racial dictatorship .1f l/

In his booklet Der Na zi - So zi , Goebbels openly claimed

the right of the Na zi movement to seize the statepower and to

shape the state by dictatorial force :

"Hi sto ry is r eplete wi t h examp le s showi ng thut a young
and determined minority has a l way s been able t o over ­
throw the rul e of e corrupt dnd d~sintegrat8d majo ri ty , ••
Thus it will be with us . Once we have conquered the
sta~e, the state is our s . Then shall we , and we a l one ,
be r es ponsible b earers of the state •••• Then , by dicta­
tori al fo r ce , we will r eshape the state accor di ng t o
our pr inc i ple s . 1I 2/

The Nazi party uni t s were to be trained systematical l y

"Ln the nature of dictatorship" for th.e day of the seizur e

of power .For example,i~ the ' official collection of organi za-

ti onal circulars published by the Gau He adq uarter s of Greate r

Berl in, t.her-e appear s the following statement :

"The Party , or r a t he r its un its , must be the school
through which he (the Nat i onaI Socialis t) must pas s
to obtain practic al trffining i n the nature of the dicta­
tor ship , so th,.<.t he can begin the r ea l work on the day
tho.t powe r is won . " 3/

1/ Wilhelm Frick n,t the Na zi Party Convention at Nu rnbe rg
1927 (quoted ibid~ , p . 85) .

2/ P. 16 (quoted in Kempner , 10c . ~. , p . 91-92) .

3/ ~uoted ibid ., p . 107 .
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Hi t. Le r ' s emphas i s on t he "unlimited cha r ac t e r- " o f t h e

s t ruggl e aga i n s t t h e e s tab l i s he d fo r m of go ve r nmorrt indi cn.te s

the endors ement of fo rc e a nd ot he r unl awf u l me ans . Such e n -

do r sement was r ep e atedly p ro claimed by t h e Naz i le ~dership :

" 'Fie a re n ot a f ra i d to e ngage in po Iiti c al a ct i v i tie s,
:·t hou gh we b e c ondemned a s i llegal ." 1/

"Should the; Pa r t y b e prohibi t ed , tha n vie shall corrt i u u e
t o work i l l e g a l l y. " 2/

" __ - t o prcpLlr C the do wnfal l o f thi s o r de r a n d t o
overthrow it by a l l avai Lub Le mean s , II 3/

ilJust a s Mu s so l ini cx t e r nu n a t.e d the M..l r x i s t s i n Lt.a I y ,
so must we a.l s o s ucc e ed i n ac cornp l Lshi.ng tho s arne
thro ugh di c t a t orship an d t erro r . II 4/

"Fi ght
c a des.
mines ,

d c.ily an d , i f i t be n ecess ary , o n the b urr i>
TI li s f i ght wi ll b o f ou ght wi t h ma ch i ne g un s ,

and gr e riade s • " 5/

1/

2/

3/

4.

5/

6/

" Ado Lph Hi t l e r d oes no t Lea ve us the 10 8.st bi t o f
unc e r t ainty when h e s o.ys -- I n this fi ght h e a d s will
r ol l in t h o sand , e i ther the i rs or ou r s . Therefo r e
we must s e e th::.\.t i t i s t he h e a ds o f o t ho r s that r o l l ••• "
6/

NS Pre s s Ko r r c sponden z no . 3 5 (quoted i n Kempnc r , p . 38 f .)

I bid.

Hitl e r , Mai n Kampf , 2nd Ge rman e d i t ion (quoted i b i d " p . 73 ) .

Wi l h e lm Fr ick ( quoted i bid., p . 86 )

Rob e r t Ley , 1 Muy 1928 ( quo t e d Lb i.d , , P > 101) .

Na.t iona l so z iu l i s t i s c he Bri efe , vol . 4 , 1 5 Nay 1929
( quo t e d i bid., p . lO ~- 6).
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Af ter the failur e of the Hitler putsch of 1923, the

Nazi l e adership offici ally abandone d the endor semen t of

illegal means and oriented the strategy and t actics of the

movement on l e gality. However , the Nazi l e ade rship ope nl y

declared that t hey would us e the l ogal rights and libe r -

tie s granted t o the oppo s i tion by the democr ati c s t a t o only

in order to underm ine ~nd destroy this state . This was

brought out sp ecifically when the Nazis dec ided to ente r

parliament an d t o work a s a parliamentary par ty :

"We ente r parli ament in order to supply our selves ,
in the ar senal of democracy , with its Ovvn weapons .
We be come members of the Reichstag in order t o par 8­
lyz e the We i mar sentiment with its own as s i s tan ce .
If democracy is s o stupid a s to give us f r e e t i ckets
and per diem fo r this "blockade " ( Barendi enst), t hat
is i ts own af f ai r . II 1/

"We do not come a s fri ends , no r even as neutrals . ~Ve

come as ene mies : A s th~ wolf bursts into t he flock ,
so we come ." 2/

Actua l l y , the t erro ristic strugg l e waged by the Nazi

Party continued throughout the pe riod of tho Weimar Repub l ic

Auf s Rt zG aus de r Kampf ze it .
----- -- -- ------Goebbels , Der Angriff :

1936 , p . 7-r;-

2/ Ibid . , p . 73 , See a l s o pp . 47-48 . Also ~i lhe lm Fri ck ,
Nat ional so zial i s t i s che s J nhrbuch , 192 7, p . 124 ( Kemp­
ner p . 62 , 84~85 ) .

1/
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(s e e do c umen t~~t i on b e l ow, V) . It shou ld b e n oted t.hu t the

stetements on the u s c of vio l enco an d t e r ro r is t i c moans quo te d

above r e I'e r t o the p e r iod afte r 19 23. And as La t o a s 1932

Hi t l c, r de clare d :

"If t.hc p r e s ent r e g i me do cs not make w~;..y fo r u s, we
will r ernovo i t . i l 1/

I nde ed, the hi s t ory of the 1J a z i mov ement W [•. s , fr om its

i nceptio n, a chron icle o f all f orms of t e rror: mu r de r s ,

stre et brb t.Le s , as s au Lt .s , b lackma i l , e t c . 2/ It waged i ts

t error isti c f i ght chiefl y wi th organized b unds of th8 Na z i

Party and i t s a ffil i ated pa r a -mi l ita ry o rganizati ons . The

f i r s t r es ervo ir o f the Na z i movement was the so -cal l ed Fr e e

Corps, a r me d o rganizat ions wh ich sprang u p i li1ITl.8 d i :.l. t oly a f te r

t h e e nd of t he fi rs t Wo r ld 'Va l' and wh i ch fought a b r uta l war

of the i r own , no t only ag a i.ns t the f r onti er r e gulat i on s o f the

Treaty of Ver sai l le s but a lso ag~ins t the democ r atic fo r ce s i n

Ger many . The c r iminal hi s tory of t h e lJaz i movement begins

wi th the Feme murders committed by thes e Free Co r p s ; many of t h e

p ersons invo lve d in t hes e murde r s . sub s e quen tly b ec wne pr ominent

Ha z i leader s , and t he r atio of fo rme r Fr ee Corps l e a der s i n

the Na zi hierarchy was v tjry h igh ,

1/ Mu n i c h , 23 -Janu ar y 19 3 2 (Iii tIer' s Sp e e c ho s , e d . Bay n t;; s , p . 164 ) .

2/ Fo r do cume rrt.ur-y e v i de n c c of the t e rror i s t i c ac t i v i t y o f t h e
Naz i movement dur i n g t ho pe r iod of t h e ":Ve im.-:r Republ ic, s e e
t h e l,Var Crimes p a p er, R&.\, Hcport No . 3114 : "Th \3 J\.t t i t u de
o f the l'lSDh.P Towar d Politi c al Ter ro r "
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On 3 August 1921, Hitler established the first of his

own para-military organizations, the SA . Its avowed task was

to make the NSDAP "the master of the street ll
: 1/

"Possession of the street is the key to the state power -­
that was 'what the SA marched and fought fo r . It

In 1923, the SA was reorganized into a military un it

(Vlehrverband), to be mobilized for llactive resi stance against

foreign domination ll (in the Ruhr territory, then occupied by

the French) . 2/ After the Hitler put sch of November 192 3 , the
;

Reich Comrllissar for Bavaria , Von Kahr , prohibited the SA, but

it continued to exi s t , I Ll.ega l Ly , ".,y
Pfeffer von Salomon , then the Supreme Leader of the SA ,

defined the organization in 1928 as follows :

"The SA is the militant fo rce of the r ·~ovement; it i s
the personi fication of the ~Q l l to power of a pol i t i ca l
organization . tt 4/

The famous line of the Horst ~o s s e l Song , the official ?arty

anthem - - "Clear the street fo r the Brown Battalions'! -- epito-

11
2/
~/
4!

Ernst Bayer , Die SA . , Berlin 1938 , pp, 9 , 11 .
Ibid .
Lb i.d , , p . 10 .
Quot ed in : Kempner, loc • c i.t. , , p , 160 .

i
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mi ze s t he function ~ f t he SA a s t he t erroristic shac k t r oop s in

t he fi ght for t he es t abl i s hment of the Na zi dic tatorshi p . The

same function 1'0 r the SA is indicat ed in the statement 0 f Curt

von Ul rich , its Inspecto r General , to t he effe ct t hat t ho

present rul er s wil l di s appe ar overnight

"wh en ou r duv comes : fr oe the str eets f or t he Br own
v

Batta lions , fr ee t he streets fqr t he s to rm Troop t.:. r s . H 1/

Tho other chi ef t erroristic or ganization of the Na zi

movemen t; wa s the Its nucl eus was the St os str uoD Hi t l e r_ L

(As sault Tr oop Hi t le r ) , 2/ f ounded in 1923; its designati on

indicates its funct ion . Prohib i t e d in 1923 , the SS was r e -

0st abl i sho d in 192 5 as Schutz St a f f nl n (Protective Guards) ; 3/

to gethor with the SA, it " !1r ot ect e d" Na zi meet i ng s and demon-

strations during the followi ng years . Of f i c i a l Na zi s ourc os

desc ribed t he 58 as an 'l ever -reliabl e t roop , an e l i t e t roo p of

the Pa r t y , II as an 1\ Lns t r ume rrt of unco nditiona l ut il i zat i on

(Einsat zmg glichkeit) fo r the EY,J:r e r ," 4/ and a s t he "pol itical

ideological fighting l eague (wcLtans c hau Li.che Karnp f'bund ) of the

V
3/
41

1929, quoted ibid . , p . 164. Tho SA is discuss ed in detail
in the ("ja r Crime s pape r on the Na zi Par t y and its Affil i ated
Or gani zations (R&A Repor t 3113 .7) ,
Gunte r d 'Alqucn , Di e SSe Gesch i chte , Aufgab c und Organi ~at i on •• ,
ed . by co mmi ssion of t ho Re i chs fllh~0 r SS, Bar l i n 1939 , p . 6 .
n.iu . , p , 7 T
Ibid . , P p.B and 11 .
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Party." 1/ According to the same sources, the first task of

t he SS was

tithe protection of the Ftlhrer and of the speakers of
the Party from 'bodily attacks by political enemi es . " ?:.!
After Hitler's rise to power, the SS developed as the-

leading and pr i v i le ge d e l i t e or gani zat i on of the Purty and was

eve r ywhe re , ins ide and outside the Reich, ent r usted with the

ruthless execution of Na zi t erroristic policies . 3/

That the Nazis actually carri ed out their t erroristic

fi ght against the democratic-parliamentary government, and that

they actually us ed in this fi ght violence, murder, assault, and

other unlawful means, is est ab l i she d by:

1. t he court findin gs in the triil before the l~nich People's

Court against Hi t l er and others for high tr~ason (1924);

2. the court fi ndings in t ho trial beforo tho Reichsgericht

a gainst the Ulm Reichswehr officers (1930, file 12 J 10.1930);

3. the court findings in t h e t r i a l s a gainst various indivi-

dual na zi s , some -of which are quoted in RccA Report No . 3114 .1,

11
2/
3/....

Wer ne r Best , Die Deuts?he Polizei, Darmstadt 1940 , )p . 85 .
Ibid.
For a more detailed discussion of the SS see the War Crimes
paper »Princ ipal Na zi Organizations Involved in War Crimes
an d t heir Pol i cy- maki ng Officials,li R&A Report No . 3113 .
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tithe At t i t u do of the NSDAP toward ? ol i t i ca l Ter r or " ;

4. German press r eports quot ed in t h e same r eport.

B. Pr opaganda for Aggr essive Expan s i on and Acquisition of ITow
Living Spac e .

Tho t erroristic fight aga i n s t t he os t ab l i shu d par lia -

mentary-democratic gover nment in Germany was expl i ci t l y ti e d up

by tho Nuzi s with the struggl e aga i ns t the Tr eaty o f Ver sai l le s ,

a ga i n s t t1internationalism" and " humanitarianism" ever ywhe r e , and

with the pr opagat i on of a "fanatical nati onalismll whi c h was to

provide tho "sp i r i.t.ue L" ground f or the po licy of r earmament and

ag [~r essive ox pan s i on , Tho link between t he Haz i.s ! domest ic an d

f or ei gn pol i cy b ocome s cl ear in Hi t l e r ' s own words :

I I In tho f i r s t p l ace , our p eop 1 0 mu st b o delivered
from the hop e l e s s confusion of internati onal c onvic tions
and e ducate d cons ciously and systematically to f anatical
n ot Lona l i sm • • • • Seco nd , i ns o f ar a s vve educat e our
peop la to f i ght a ga i ns t the deli r i um of democracy and
bring it aga i n to t he r oc ogni t i on o f au thor i t y und of
l oa de rship , we tea r it D..wo.y from t he nons ense of par ­
li amentarianism • • • Third, i n so far D.S we del i v e r the
people f r om th ~) at mos phe re o f pi t iable b eLi. e f i n pos ­
sibilities which lie outsi de tho bounds of ono ' s oym
str ength- -such a s the belief in r econciliat i on, under­
standing , wor ld p eac e , the Le a gue of Nat i on s , an d i n­
t or nutional solidarity--we destroy thos o idea s . 'i'hc r- o
is only on e ri ght i n the wor l d an d t his ri ght is ono ' s
own str en gth ." 1/-
Hitler openly declar e d t hat : "Hy pr ogr am was to abo l i sh

I

I l ,1-11 tier , r:run i ch , 22 Sept embe r 1928; . V~lki s c he r Bcoba c h'tc r ,
23 Scpt cmbc r 1928 (Hitler 's Wor ds , c d i t od by Gordon n.
Pr an go , 1944 , P . 39f':l .
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the Treaty of Versailles . 1t Ij He declared that he was resolved

to use i llegal means for the att a i nment of this goal in the

trial ~gainst the Roichswehr officer s at Ulm in 1930 • . He
. . .. '".--

stated in r eply t o questions as to t he methods he advocate d

f or t he r evision of the peaco tr eaty :

"l pre sume he re t hat we have triumphed , Then we
s hal l fight against tho tr eati es wi. t h a l l means , in­
cluding thos e which, i n the vi ow of t he worl d , are
il l egal . 1t 2/-
Hi t le r , moreover, madc it cl ear that abo lition of tho

Treaty of Versailles wouLd b e onl y the first step in the im-

p l ementat ion of a p lan for expansi on beyon d tho German f rontie r s

of 1914 :

li The fronti ers of 1914 signify nothing at a l l fo r
t h e futur o of the Ger man nation . They neither embod i e d
a pr otect i on in tho pu st , nor woul d they embody st r ongt h
for t he f ut ure . The Ge rman nation wi l l neither nn iri­
t ain its i nte rnal i ntegrity through ~hem, nor wi l l i ts
susten anc e be guaranteed by t horn, nor do t hos e f rontie r s
ap 9car approp r i~te or eve n satisfacto ry f rom a mil ita r y
vi ewpoint • • ." y .""----- -
Tho limits of German expans ion were only va guely defined

by the Lebensraum to which the Nazi s f elt tho Gor man r aco wa s

ent it led .

Il-
2/
3/

H1.tl er , Berlin , 30 Jnnuary 1941; Deut sche Al lgemeine Zeitung ,
1 Feb . 1941 (Hitler ' s :~Jo r d s , e d , Gordon W. Prange , 1944, ? 216) .
Frankf ur t er Zeitung, 26 September 1930 .
Hi t le r , Ha i n Kampf , p . 947 .
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Alfred Ro senbe r g defined the goal o f Naz i fo r e i gn policy a s

follows:

" To create • • • r oom fo r t he coming hundred million
Germo..ns is the ob j ect i ve of Nat i ona l Socialist
f or eign po l i cy . " 1/

The geographi ca l extent to whi c h t he new Lebensr~um wa s to be

expan de d was l eft op en . Howeve r , it was made c l ea r t hat t he

living s p:.lc e claimed !J.S Ger mn.n or Ge rmani c wo uld go beyond t he

f r onti e rs of 1914 (s e e Fi t ler ' s statement quote d above ) , that

it w~s to be

110. Nor di c Eur op e , "li th a German Corrt r a l Eur ope" , 2/

and that in tho

II gr eat st r uggle fo r 8X1Sl:enCe , f or honor , fr eedom,
and br ead on the pur t 0 f suc h ;0.. cr cative nat ion a s
Ger many , no account c un be t aken o f' Po l e s , Czechs ,
et c . , who arc a s i mpot ent a s t hey ~ rc devoi d of values
and pr esump'tuou s , Thoy must b e push cd t OT:f3.r ds tho
~ast , s o t hat t he soil may b ccomo f r ee f o r eultivat i on
by Teutoni c pcas arrt hand a '" , 3/

To t hes e de f i u i t ions of t h e G0 rr.lan l i vi ng s ri ac o must be

a dde d the domn.nds of the Party Pr ogr nm :

The union of a l l Ge rman s i nto D. Groater German Rei ch
(point 1) , und colonies (point 3) .

Alfrod Ros 8nb or g , Dar Rei c hspn r t c i t ag da r NSDAP . !JU!~~~rg

1927 ; 1func hen 1927 , pp .3 7- 8 (quoted in F. Schuman , Tho Nazi
lh"c·f ::.t or shi p , 1939, n- 56) .
Al f r e d Ros onberg , Da r Mythus de s 20 . I n.hrhun dert s, Yun i ch
1933 , p . 642 .
Lbi d , , 1931 , p . 6 62 (quot 8d in : Thus Sp eaks Ger many , cd ,
Coole ~nd Pot ter , Naw Yor k 1941 , p . 261) .
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According to Got t f r ied Feder ' s official interpr etation, this

meant t he

" establishment of a closed (ges_chlossenen) r.-ational
stat e which comprises a l l Gorman tribos {Stamme)t1 ,

, i nc l udi n g t he Germans in the Sudetenland, Ll sace- Lor ra i ne , Poland,

Aust r ia , an d t h e ~ustr i ~n succession stutes . 11
In 1927, Al f r ed Rosenberg , Chi ef of the Dep artment fo r

Foreign Policy of the NSD.l\.P, published n pamphlet Dar Zukunftsweg

ei ne r deutschen h.us senpo l i tik (The Futur e Rou.d of Germ[tn Foreign
; ;

Policy)~ This pamphlet, in conjunction with the statements

quoted on the prece di ng pages and with Wer no r Duit z ' writings

discuss ed in VII below, demonstrates how closely the nct ual ex -

pans ion and aggres s i on of Nazi Ge r many fol lowed pr econceived

programs and ideas . He re is t h e translation of a few pertinent

para gr-ap hs s U
"The German awakening must a f f i r m (b ej llhcn) fo lkish
i mp erialism for the Ger man peop l e insofar ~s living
spac e is nec ess ary to make pos si ble a health~ strong
exi stence for the German people . In a ccor dance wi t h
geogr~phic conditions this folkish in~ erialism must
t ake care t hat this livinh sp ace is i runedi ately con­
nected with the mothorl and and does not suff~ the
saMe f ate a s the power efforts (Hacht b ostrebunj en)

11 Gottfried Fede r , Das Progr ar.1Iil da r NSDll,P , 1.1uni ch , 1933 , p . 40 .
tl L. co py of the pamp111ot , which was publ i shed by Fr anz Ehor

in Muni ch, is avwi LabLe in the Libr ary 0 f Congr es s ,
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of the Gonnan 1liddle hges und the time of the ~ligration .

lIWith this r eco gnition that t he German people , if it
does not want to per i sh in the true meaning of t he wor d ,
ne eds for itself und for its offspring land and soil of
its own, ~nd \u t h the s econd so~er understanding t hat
t his soil can no longer bo conquered i n hf r i cu , but
must be op ened up in Eur ope and primarily in t he east ,
\uth t his r ec ognition t he organic direction of a Ger man
foreign policy is e stabl i s he d for centuries to come;~ 1/

"Formulat ed in a f'ow wor ds ; t he pr ogram is: t he Br i t i sh
t ak e over the pr otect i on of t he whi te ~uce in Af r i ca,
in India, and in hust ral ia ; Nor t h lune r i ca undertakes
the pr otect i on of t he whit c r ace on the iune r i can con­
tinent. Germany in the whol8 of Central Eur ope , in
closest a l l iance vrlt h Ituly, which r ec eives supervision
ov er the 1:7es tor n l~e di t.cr r unean and the rul e of the
Adr iat i c , in or der to isolate France and defeat the
Fr ench at tempt s to l ead bl ack ~fr icu agai ns t white
Europe. n V
ltIf we have understood t hat t he abol i t ion · of t he Pol i sh
State is Germany's firs t desideratum, an al liance be­
tween Kiev and Ber l i n and t he estab lishment of a commo n
fronti er b eco mes a folkis \ and political nec ess ity for
a futur e German pol i cy ." " j

. -
" From tho poi nt of vi ew of i nt ernal pol i cy , an a ll i ance
with the rich southern Ukra ine would yi eld great oppor­
tunit~es for expor tine; Germa~ i ndustrial and chemical
products •••• It suffices if the goal s are envi saged by
a German politician; then ways and means wil l be found,
to support or t o prepare the national Ukra i nian
r evolution agai ns t Bol s hevi k L1os cow, in order to cr- eabe
conditions which guarantee Germany spa.ce, liberty, and
brcad ," Y

17 P. 20-21.
21 P. 85.
"tl P . 97.
4/ P . 38,
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Propn nda for abo lition of t he Tr eaty of Vers~illos,

fo r r enrmament, and f or acqui s i t i on of nnw living sp ac e was

po rhap s t he ch i ef appea l in the Nazi bid f or dictatorial power .

The Nazi l ea dership op enly doclar od , a s ear l y us t he 1920's,

that thei r a i ms would i nvolve t ho us c of f orce and t ho waging

of war :

"The goal of for eign pol i cy is the pre ser vat i on of
a peop le ' s mean s of subs istenc o; it is nothing ol se
th~n tho pre se r vat ion of tho life of u nation. The
path to thi s goal wi l l , in the final nnn.l ys i s , a l way s
b e war . The means wi l l b e tho might of tho nation a s
it is set up in its military organi zftt ion , plus clever
po liti ca l l ead ership, whi ch choos es the cours e of
po li cy wis ely and t hon emp Lovs the means ingeniously.
ti.ny fo rei gn pol i cy , t her efor e, is linked up wi t h the
power constituted in tho nation; a~d a r es ourceful
or ganizat ion of thi s power , namo l y , t ho mi l i tur y .

" I t i s i mpo ssible in t ho l ong run to carry out our
fo reign po l icy wi,thout bui lding up tho arrny ,' If
this is not don o, t he r osult wil l alw~y s b e negative.
I t is the functi on of domestic pol i cy to build up the
army as a moans by whi ch for oign po l i cy can at t a i n
i ts ultimat e gonl s . Domest ig/p ol i cy must follow lines
which make/ os s i bl e the cro~tion of powerful armed
f'o r c e s ;" I /

Nu zi f orei gn pol i cy , in shor~ liko its domestic

pro gram , was f rom t he beginning T'~ : Jdi cat od upon the us e of f orce

and aGgre s sion :

1/- Hitl er , Muni ch , 22 September 1928; Vo elkischer Bcobachte r ,
23-2 4 Septembe r 1928 (quoted in: Hitler1s Words, cd. Gordon
n, Prange , l..me r i ccn Council on Public l~ffai r s , "1944, r - 9 f.

SECRET



- 39 ~

SECRET

"Thore is n o distinction between wa r a n d p oac e ,
is evor pre sent ••• Th e fin~l dec i s ion li es wi t h
sword . In tho p owe r of tho sword li es tho vital
of a nation . The r e is , t h er of or e , no d iffe ren c e
dome s t i c a n d f ore ign policy." y

Struggle
the
s tr ength
betwe en

Hi t ler p r o f'cs s e d agu i.n an d ugrd n his awc r en e s s o f the f act that

t ho [l. ims o f tho Nazi movement wou l d i n volve tho us a o f f orce a n d

viol enc e ~gain s t othor nat io ns :

"If this o£. r t h r oc.. l l y has rOOI!l on ou g;h fo r al l to live
i n , then on o s ho u l d g i v c: '.l.t' tho s pac e that we n oe d
f or livint~; . On e wi Ll, c r ; ,·.,- i n l y no t like t o do thi s .
Thon , howevor , tho ri ~ht of s elf-pres ervation come s
into e f'. oc t ; a n d whrrt ha s b o en doni od t o k indnos s will
h elve t o be taken with t he fist .\! 2/

"On o had to mak o it eloar to oneso l f t hat thi s goal (tho
~c qui s ition of l Qnd in Eu r ope ) c ould be r oac he d on l y
t hrou t;h fi ghting , a n d quietly t o f'ac o the po.s s ago a t
ar rns , II 3/

t1 ••• the n ew Roi c h wou l d again h avo to start mar-c h i.ng
a long tho r ond o f t h o Kn ight s o f t h e Ordo r of fo rme r
times t o give , wi t h tho h elp of t. hc German swor d , s o il
t o tho p I ow arid daily br oa d to t he nat ion . II 4/-
Tho en t i re c onception wa s summe d up by Goebb a l s a s

follows :

'I Th e on ly instrument with which one c a n c on duct f orei gn
po Ll c y is ul onc a nd e x c l u s i ve l y the sword ," 5/

1/

2/
3/
4/
5/

Hi t.Lc r , Mun i c h , 2 l'ilc.y 192 8 ; Voalkisc h c r Beobuc ht. c r , 4 tray
1928 (quoted i bid . , p . 9) .
Hitle r , Mo i n Karnp f , loc o cit . , p , 179-180 .
Eb i d , , ' p ~' 'U32': •. '

I bid . , pp.182 -183 .
Dor Il.ngr i f f , 28 Eay 1931 (quo-tcd in F . S c huI!lan , Th o Na z i
DictQtorship , p . 129) .
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Thu s , even prior to 1933, the bu i l di ng up of a power f ul

army became tho connerstone of Nazi policy--an ar my which, in its

or gan i zat i on and strongth would go far beyond the defensive force

which cou ld be bui lt up wi thin t he f ramewo rk 0 f t he Ver sai l le s

Treaty :

"1;\[e admi t f ree l y and open l y t hat, if our mo vement
i s victor i ous, we will be concerned day and night
with tho qu estion of how to produc e the ~rmed forc es
which are f orbidden us by the peace tr eaty . TIc
sol emnl y confass that we consider eve r yone a scoundrel
who do cs not t r y da y and ni ght to fi gur e out a way to
violat e t his t r eat y , f or we have never r oco gnized this
t r eaty .

" YTc a.dmi.t, t herefor e, that as f ar a s we arc concerned
t h e Gormnn Ar my in i ts pre sent form is not permanent .
For u s it will s ervo onl y a s fl. great cadre army, that
is, a s a sourc o of sergeants and o f f i ce r s . And in the
mo antime we wi l l bo continuously at work filling in the
r anks. We wi l l t ake eve r y step wh i ch strengthens our
a r ms , whi ch augment s the number of our f orc es, and which
i ncr eas es t he stren gth of our p oople.

~­,,

UWe confe s s further t hat we will da sh anyone to pi eces
who "sh ou l d da re t o hinder us in thi s undertaking •••••
Our r i ghts wi l l be protecte d on l y when the German Hei ch
is aga in support ed by the po i nt of the German dagger ." Ii
The power of this ar my , . nd not any l egn.l ri ghts or

i nt ernational agreement s , was t o b e th e moan s by whi ch the ex-

po.n sion of Gorman soil was t o be ac compl ishe d :

Hi t 10r , Munich , 15 Mar c h 1929~81kiSChor Beo bacht. e r ,
17 Mar ch 1929 (quat od in: Hi t ler ' s Words, p , 11) .
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" VHlen nations a re i n n eed, they do n ot a sk about l e gal
ri ghts. Th er e is then only ono question. Doe s a
p oop 10 ha v o the powe r t o a c q u i re tho s o il and ter r i to r y
which it n e l3ds?" 1/

!l,If you do not bi v e us spac e on t hi s ear th then we ou r ­
s elves will t ak e t his s n 8.ce. That is why we a re
Nat ional Socialists. \1 2;

In 1928 , Hitler r eiterat ed hi s oar Li or s t ut. on orrt t h at

the a c qu i s i t ion o f n ow soil is to 30 f ur beyond a ny "revision

of f'r- orrt i.or s '' a n d dcc Lur-e d that t -. wo u Ld hav e " enough en e r gy"

to l 0~d Ger ma ny t o war f or this go~l :

/

I

" q e C'~dmi t th~t f or us tho futur o of Germany do es n ot
li e in a moc h arri.c.a I r cv 'i s i.on o f f ron t ier s . In such a
c as o we wou l d agai n be f orc ed t o r oly up on wor l d tr ade,
which in turn wou l.d mako up comp etitors o f f our o r five
o t he r states. That is no futur e. Th e Nat ional So c ial i s t
movement exten ds f'or b eyond the dec eit f ul l ovel of such
0. ph i l i s t i n e c onc e ption. It is t.hc c hampion o i' that
ide a which claims t.hat if we do not a c qu i re more s oil
then wo shall s ome day per i s h . n o pursue n o po l i c y
which wi l l not S IJCUr G the ex i s tence o f t he p eop l e f or
a l l time • • • • I bolieve t h at I h a v e e no ugh ene r gy
t o l e ~d our p e oplo-to war, a n d not f or the r evision of
frontiers, but f or the d elivoranc e of o ur p oop Le in t he
mo s t d i s tant futur e, s o t hat ou r peop le l'.. c qui ro s o mu c h
t erritorv that tho s :J.crific e ill bloo d c o.n b e returned
t o po ste~i t:,r in f ourfo ld IIlou s u r c .ott 37

\

\

One y onr before h i s a c ce s s ion t o powe r , Hi t ler made his

"famous sp e ech a t tho Industry Club in Duss oldorf (27 .Junuar-y 1932).

-Hitl er, Vi1sbiburg (?) 6 ~ :~arch 1927; V~lkischor Bcob ac ht. er ,
8 IITnrch 1927 (Ibid . p , 17) . V
Hi t.l or , I.~unic h , 9 1~ ..p r i.L 1927; V51kischor Roobac hter , 12 /.p r i I
1927 (Ibid" p , 18) .
Hitl er, Eu n i oh 23 May 1928; V5lkischcr Boobac ht. or , 25 M!:lY
1928 (Ibid . p . 27 f; emp has i s suppli od.)

17
2/

V
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Thi s speech, which was ar ranged by Fritz Thys sen , brought about ,

accor dang t o Thyss en ' s own t estimony, "the conneation between

Hit l er and t ho ent i re body of Rhen i sh-West phal ian industrialists." 1

Tho sp oGch e stab lished one of the mo st impor tant links i n the

Na zi master p l ~n : it won ove r t h e l oaders of German heavy industry

to tho Nazi progr am by .demonst r at i ng t o t heir satisfaction that

the on l y solution for Ge rmany ' s economi c and social troubles was

the r est orat i on of he r power po s i t ion in the world, ftnd that this

could be ~c c ornp l i she d not by peace f u l eco nomi c competition but

only by aggre s sive po liti c ~l and mi l i tar y means:

It ••• it was not Germ~n bu s i nes s which conquered
t he wo r ld and t hen came t he devoLopmerrt of Gcrrnan
power , ' but in our cas o, t oo, it was t he power state
(Mr.whtst an.t) whi ch creat ed f or the business wo r l d
the gene ra l cond itions f \r its subs equent prosperity.
In my view it is t o put the cart before the hors e when
t oday peop l o bel i eve t hat by business methods they can,
for instance , r oc over Germany's power-position .inst ead
of r ealiz i ng that t he power-position is a l s o t he
condition f or the i mprov ement of tho economi c ~

situation '. ·~ • • t here can b e no oconomi c life unless
behind t his economi c li f o t here stands the de t e rmi ne d
po liti ca l wi l l of tho nat i on abso l utel y r eady t o
striko--and t o strike har d . It y

"Tho Dusseldor f sp eech he lped great l y t o convince the

i ndustr i al l ea dership o f Germany t hat the Nazi mov ement was

y
y

Frit z Thys sen , I Paid Hi t ler , New Yor k and London, 1941,
p . 132. . '
II- dol f Hit lo r , By New Orde r , New York, 194L, p , 111.
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willing and capable of restoring und enhanci ng their economi c

and pol i t i cal power . Thyss en r eports that:

lIit was during the l ast years prec eding the lJazi
s eizure of power that the big industrial corporati ons
began to make their contributions ." 1/

Thi s wn s t he beginning of t he full -fled ge d cooperation 0 f Ge rman

industry vd t h t he Nazi r e gime .

v . Tl-13 ELnlI Hj~TIO I~ OF i ..LL OPPOSITION ;~,lm THE
~ST.l·..BLIS II1 S l'[T 0 F TOTj~LITj~Rr:1.N CONTROL OVER GERlf'.;I.NY

h . Eradi cat ion of the Oppo s ition

The fi rst acts of tho Hi,t.Lcr gover nment in 1933 wore t o

abolish civi l liberties and t o el i mi nate ?o l i t ic~l , i deological,

r ac i al, and r ol i gi ous oppositi on . The el i mi nat i on of the

oppo s i t ion W~l S prepare d Long befor ehand a s an act of ruthl cs s

and totalitarian r evenge . This i s demonstrated not on ly by the

Naz i l eaders ' numerous 3t atements that t hoy wo uld erect a r ucial

dictators hip , '!:I but ';llso by t hei r many exhortat ions , pr io r t o

tho s oizure of power , t hat tho Nazi s s hould store up hat r ed ::lnd

r ovengo until 1.i. l l p owe r was conc entratod in the Nazi moveme nt .

In doing so, tho Nazi I DCl.dership decla.rod, t hey woul d be ablo t o

striko tho doadly blow with the greate st ef f ec t i ve ne s s nnd t he

1/ Thysscn , Op e c i t , , pp . 133 - 134 .
2/ Soo IV 11. .
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l east risk. For oxamp le , Go ebbals said in 1929:

liTo know how to wait is now essential , both for the
l ea ders and the l ed •••• 'I'o creep upon the enemy co oly,
t o fee l him out , and a sc e r t a i n where his most vulnerable
spot is, and to t hrow the sp oar calmly and with careful
aim, so that it will pierce this weakness, and then
per hap s to smil e pleasantly and s ay : ' par don mo, neighbor ,
I cannot do otherwise ,' is a dish of vengeance which i s
e.n joye d in cold blood . n y
Tho anxious wa i,ting for t h o "day 0 f r ockorri.ng ; " the

"night of the l ong kn i ve s" runs like a l eitmotif through the

Nazi utterances pr io r t o 1933 . The Ten Commandments f or Eve r y

SA lEc.n contain tho foll owing st r,.!, _ .errt s

"If nothing else is possible , submit yourself to the
state's power . But conso le yourself : our day of
reckoning will come ." 2/

Gauleiter Terboven, later Nazi Cownissioner in Norway ,

announced in a meeting at Es sen on 7 October 1929 :

I1Then the people will awaken , then the National
Socialists will come to power , and then there wi ll not
be enough lampposts in Germany . The present r ep r e­
sentatives of the German Gover nment will have to answer
vnth their heads to the Ge rman people , and particular l y
t o t he Nat i onal Socialists , for their actions in the
past . II y
The late Manfr e d von KillinGer , former Gernan Consul

17
21
3/

Goebb els, Der Angriff, 18 February 1929 .
Eat i onal sozi a l i st i s chffi Briefe , no , 24 , 15 Ap ti l 1926 (quoted
in: Kempner , op . cit , p , 60) .
Quot e d in Kempner , Op e cit, p . 108 .

i
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General in Sun Francisco, Ger man Mi n'i s t.e r to Rumania, an d SA

11

Ober gruppenfuhrer, stat ed in a meeting on 10 November 1929:

" But take care that some day we do not t hr ow down the
gaunt l et to you and not, to quote Danton, in the f orm
of a gui l l ot i ne d king's he a d , but r ather with t he .cut-off
heads 0 f yo ur hi Ghest po l i t ic i ans . " 1/-

Final l y , GQeobe l s , in r olating a ry ro~ aganda tour t hrough Ber l i n

in January 1 932 , r omar ks at t he s i ght o f t he " r e d mob" on the

streets :

"This Go s i nde l (scum) must one day be exterminate d like
rats . ' I 2/

Once in povver , t h e Nazi Go ver nment proceede d at onc e to

carry out its t hr eat . A number o f author i tar ian decr ees pr o -

vided the of f i c ial bas i s . 3/

The Verordnun g de s Hui c hs pr ae s i dent en zum Schut z von

Vo lk un d Staat of 28 Febr uar y 193 3 s uspcndod a r tic l es 114, 1 1 5,

117, 118 , 12 3 , 124, and 1 53 of the Const i t ution of 1918, whi ch

guarantee d bas i c civil ri ghts and liberti es . An ordo r of

9 May 19;,)3 confiscat ed a l l pr operty of the: Soc ial Demo crati c

Pa r t y and of its nowspapers, a s wel l ~ s of the Rei chsbanne r

1/
21
7l/

Quoted i bid . , p . 112 .
Go ebb oLs , Vom Ka i s or-ho f zur HI?i chs kan zle i , Euni ch , 1 937, p , 34 .
They a re discuss ed in det a i I 11 t he '."m.r c r Lme s paper , R&A
Ropor t No . 3113 .7 , on !ICri mes Commi t t e d in t he Vi olat i on of
Gorman Domest ic Ln.VT ."
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(the SPD ' s para-military formation) and its pres s . The law of

26 Nay 1933 confiscat ed t he pr ope r ty of the Communist Party.

"The dec r ee of the Pr us s ian Pr imo Mini ste r (Herm ann Goring) of

23 June 1933 prohibited a l l act i vi t ios o f the Soc ial Democrat i c

Par-ty , Finnlly, the Lay.". D.6a i nst t he Formation of Par t ies of

14 July 1933 made the Nat ional Soc ial i st Pur t y the onl y po l i t i -

cal par t y in Germ~ny and outlawed al l attempt s to mai ntai n the

old parti es or to fo rm new pur t ie s .

Abol i t i on of tho tr~d e unions was carri ed t hrough wi t h-

out ev en a s emblanc e of l egality. On 2 May 1933, SA, SS, and

member s of t he National Soc ial i st Plant Organization occupied

the t r ade union bui ldings , r emoved or Qr roste d t ho officials,

and install ed thei r own "commis sars. 1I Tho fund s and pr oper t y

of the t r ade unions were confi s eat ed and gi von i n "trusteeship"

to Robert Ley, l eade r 01 the Na zi Labor Fr ont.

The sarno months saw t he fi r st wavo of wholesale ar re st s ,

inter nment s , an d execut i on s 0 f poli t. Lc e.L opponents. They were

ch i efl y car ri od out by t ho Socret Stat e Pol i ce (Gestapo), 1/

"which at that time was b aing or gani ze d by Ho rmann Gor i ng and
11

ent r u. s t ed t o Mini ste r ial Counci lo r Hudo l f Dial s . '!:../ Goring

17
2/

!I

Sec tho W::l.r cr i mes paper , n&A Repor t No . 31 52, "Hormann Go r i ng
a s a War Rrimin~~l . I I

Horm::lnn Goring , Aufbau ei nor Nat i on , Ber l i n , 1934,
pp . 87-88 .
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hims elf a s sumed personal r Gsp ons i bi li ty for the a ct s comrni tted

by t he po l i c G:

nI d oc Lur c d a t that t i me bofor e t.hous an ds of r acial com­
r ades : evar y bu l l e t \rll i ch now comes out of tho bar r ol
of Ct po l i c e gun is my bullet . If one c ulls t his mur de r ,
then I hnv o mur de r od . I hav e order e d Ql l t h is, I b uck
i t up, I b oar tho r esponsibility.... " 1/

Th e Ge s tapo wa s a l s o given jurisdiction over t ho con-

c ont r c t i on c .irnp s , wh ich wer e e s t.nb Li s he d dur i n g t h e s ame period .

~rinG hims elf oxp Le.i n s the o at. ab Li s hmcrrt of c onc errt r c.t i.on c amps

by t he n e ed f o r liquidatin G the politic ~l opposi tion:

I'Thus the c onc cn t.r r.t.i.on C CU!lpS ori ginat e d , whor e we s ent
a t first t.ho u s and s of i 'unc t.Lonar Lcs of the Comnun i.s t an d Soc i a
Domoc r a 't i c Par t i -.s , Ce r t: . i l y , in t h e b oginn ing , e x -
c ess es did occur . C crt ~:linlv , h e r o ..n d t her e , i nnoc ents

I '"

we r e:lf f cc t e d •••• " 2/

Au t ho r i zut i on f or the inde finit e detent ion of Dor s on s

without tr i ~ 1. 1 ::md wi thout s ent enc e VIi,;.S dor i v e d fro m t h :::: "L:...w

for t !:.·:;, Pr o t oc t i on 0 f Pe op l e a nd Statu , 11 3/ which abo l i sh e d

c ivil '-'lib (:rti us, f'r orn Se c t i on 42 (q) o f t ho lIaz i Criminal Code

(Law 0 f 24 Nov ernb or 1933) , 4/ ~1.nd f rom t.h o decre es c f tho

Pr us s i un Pr i mo loIi n i s tc r o f 30 Nov ember 1933 a n d 10 Feb r ua r y 1936 . 6/

TIw oor s e cu't i on and e l i mi nat i on of the p o Lr t.i.c a I oppo-

n.iu . : r - 8 6 f .
Ibid . , p . 89 .
R(~].1 I , p . 53 .
EGBI I , r - 995.
PI~ uu s s l' sc h o (' .',S ~,t ... s amrnl nrg.J. V l.... .1''J t. _~ ~ _ ..... }..u .l L I \. :, • 1933 , p , 413 .
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sition was from the b eginning conc oived as a war of ext er mi nat i on

beyond the limits s et by the l aw and by l egal procedures . This

n
was openly announc od by Hormann Goring , then the chief of the

Prussian Socret s t at e Police: }/

li The gent l emen must understand one thing : I do not
think of wagi ng merely n. dofen s i v e war , in a. bour ­
gooi.s manner an d with bop: . c o i.s hesit. ancy , No, I
am goi nG to gi ve the signal to l aunch the offensive
on t he enti re line .

"R cc io.L comrados , my measur es will not b e sickli ed
over by any juristic scruples . 11y me a sureS will
not be sickli ed over by any bur eauc r acy . Here , I
do not h GV O to carry our justico, I hav e only t o
destroy and extermi nato- - not h i ng el se . This struggle ,
my r acial comr ad es , will be a struggl e agai n st ch aos ,
and I do not wa go such a struggl o simply with the
pol i ce (mit pol i ze i l i ch en Macht mi t te l n ) . A bour ­
geoi s state may havo done so . Certo.inly, I shnl l
o. l so use the power s of tho state a~d of the po lice
t o t he utmost, l est you draw any wrong conclusions,
my Communi st gent. Lemon •. But tho d cat.h struggle I
shall wag;e with thos e her e b elow, wi t h the Brovm
Shi r t s . '·, 21

Nat ural l y , no r eli abl e figur es are avai l ab le fo r tho num-

bor of pol i t i ca l , r eligious, or r acial opponents kill ed by the

Nazi s or interned in prisons ' an d conc entration c arnp s , Howover ,

onou gh ovi denc e hn. s boen accumu late d to show that , in most ca ses

wi. t hout trial , wi t hout · any l er; ,:.. l protection , and wi thout the

po s s i b i l i t y of appe al f or the victims ; .

11 Pr cus si scRo Gosotzs a.mnb erg, 1936 , p . 21 .
tl Hcr mann Go r i ng , 3 Bur ch 1933 at Fr nnk fur-t 0. . 1'I . , in Roden_ II

und Auf sat ze , Muni ch , 1942 , i? 27 .
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(1) p r Q.c tically the cntir 0 l e adership of the Communist
Party w~s e xt e r mi na t e d or i mprisonod--with the ox ­
c eption of t h os ·) who could f'Lo e from Gcr ma ny j

(2) many l o~dors of tho Social D o~ocrutic Party ~nd of
the trade unions W0rG exterminat ed or imprisoned;

(3) rinny mili t nrrt c Ler gymc n , Catholic «nd Protesta nt ,
wor o impri son ed;

(4) uncount ed numbers of the r 2.l1k and f i lo of the poli ...
tical , r eli gious , and Ld oo Lc gdcal opp o s i t i on "OTero
oxt. e r rni na't e d or i mprisoned .

In some instances, t h e c r ~ i nal t error a l s o hit d i s s i -

dents in the N~ z i P~rty itself, ~nd p r omi n ent p ersons in the

"ri ;;htist c amp-o-t.h o so -call e d Rohm put s c h o f 1934 is the most

notorious uxnmp l o .

In a l l thes e c a s os , t r eatment of opponent s worrt far

b eyond tho l iJgal limits s et by the l !'a z i Gover-nment. Lt.s ol I' , Not

only t.h .. C01TWl8.nder s 0 f conc e ntrnti :m c ItT';).:) s -md t h e Gos t apo

o f'f't c i n Ls , but n l so ov e r y SA a rid SS man had p r- u c t i.cn Ll.y un-

limit ed discr etion in t h e n r r c s t n rid tr ea t r'lent o f tho v i c t i ms ,

Th o Lns tanc c s o f t ortur u, s t .nr-va t i on , an d ~l l kind s o f r1' ~1 -

tr u~ltr.1ent L'.. l' C uncountabl e . S..imo 0 f t h uT:1 a r e d o c urae rrt e d in the

v a r i ou u r cpor t s on the Hazi concontrntion an d internmont c amps .

amo unt o f n at c r i a I h a s b een coll oct e d by t h e ':ro r l d

Cormtu t t c c for t ho v i.c t i.n s o f Ger m,m F'~:\. S C i S P1 , by tho Ge r mr.n

Soc LaI Doraoc r o.t ic Pnr-t .y, ari d by othor l abor o r gnn i zrrt i.on s , a nd

add i t i onr.. l ov i d onc o c an b o SUP ' ) }' ,I by t h e now liberat ed Lnmr.t. e s
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o f the camps.

B. Ext ermination of tho J ews. 1/

ND. z i a nt i - Semi t i sm is distinguish ed from other forms of

ant i -Semit i sm by t h e f act that it a i ms at the v ery e xter mi nat i on

o f tho Jews . To the Naz i mind, the Jew is the r aci~l, politic ~l,

r el i Gi ous, ideolo gical, qn d oc onomi c a r c h-enemy : h o is the

cmbo d.iracrrt 0 f Gve r y t h i n g thut, by its v ery nature, is hostile

to Naz Ls m, Rcc onc i Li.rvt i.on is t.hcr- of'o r o impossible: JmITy and

Naz i sm c annot co exist; tho war betweon them is P. life an d death

struggl o a l l ovor th o world.

I n the Nazi plan for conquest, this ant i - Semi t i sm played

from the b eginning an c s s en't i oI ~H1 rt :

(1) The J ew wa s tho wGake s t enemy o f Nazism; the a t tack
on him t.her c f'o r c WCLS the most promising an d the least
risky ohe.

(2) .I'h o J ow 'Has the on o enemy agai n s t whom tho Nazi s
could hope to unit e otherwis e di v er-gerrt masses of
supporters.

(3) Tho e l i mi nat ion of the J ow, as a competitqr, would bo
mo s t profitabl e to the potty bour geo i.s i.e , which
fur n i s hed tho l argest mass s up port f or tho Naz i nove­
mont.

(4) Th e J ew W~lS f oun d in a l l countries; Nazi nnti-Semitism
1,'vD. S therefor e D. conveni ent me ans f or mobi l i z i n g

1/ Tho Nazi o.n t i - Jewi sh p olicy is discuss ed in n. a opa r- a t.o WG.r
cr i mes pnper, "Tho Crimin:J.l Conspiracy Against the .Iows ., II

R(':.A Repor t n» , 3113.11.
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po t cn t. i eL Na z i o.Ll i o s in fo r e ign c ount.r i os , rmd fo r
stirrin f; up unr e s t -m d di so rder in fore ign c o urrt r i c s ,

( 5) Th o ubiquity 0 f t h u J ·.:n'l as a r c h -en emy p r ov i.d od t h e
N~ z i s wi th 2 just ific ~ti on fo r c arryin g t ho str u ggle
fo r p owe r b e y o n d tho f r ont i e r s o f tho r:o i c h , f o r t h e
a t tac k on " ~T Gvdsh-Bol s hcvist Ru s s i a , 'I f or t h e 1,-/:\.1'

vrith t h e !lJewish-plutocrntic democ rnc i8s , 1l e t c .

Fo r t.h e s e r cc.sons , nn t i - Scm5.. t i sm wa s on o of the: most

of I'e c t i v e .in s t.r- umorr t s fo r t ho w.ir Ld-vn d o Ln ti I t. r o t i.on a n d e x -

pnn s i o ri of Na z i s f'l . Th e d c c i s i v o Lmpo r t anc o o f ;ln t i - Se mi t i s m in

t his c ont ext i s t estifi e d t o b y t rw f :.\. c t t.hrrt 2.n t i - SClrl. i t i s m i s

one o f t h e v ery f e-w oI orncrrt s 'J 1' r~t z i p h i Lo s o ph y wh ic h h nv o been

unmit i t;a t odly m-vi.nt. n i n e d t hroUGhout t h e h i s to r y o f tk.. z i sn , !.nt i -

Scnit i c p r op us andu , inde ed , inc r e n s o d i n vi o l once ~ftor t h o out -

br e nk of wnr , and i t r -omu.i.nod on e of Go c b b o l s I c h i o f we a pons f o r

win n i n g a dh c r crr t s an d s ymp a 'th i z o r s fo r t.h c H:l. z i c a u s e i n t h o

enemy countri c s ,

The J (;WS wo r e sub j c c t od to the s ame k ind of unLcwf'ul,

t.r oa t.norrt Ct S t b i) o t he r op po s i t. i.o ri f;ro up s (s o c nbov (~ ) ; b ut ,

s i r.c e t h oy wor o c ons ide r ed t. h o ::t r ch- CEuI'1Y o f the Na z i, r.10 VOTTwnt ,

with whom n o r econci1i ~ti 0n wha t s oeve r w?. s po s s i b le , t h e i r

pe r sec ut ion wo. s ov en mcro b r- u t n I -ind Lrihuman t han t.hu t of tho

o t h e r oppo s it ion s ro u p s . In the c onc e rrt r rrt i.on c amp s , t. h .. J ,j V1S

b c Lo ngc d t o t ho p r i s on e r gro up s whic h \'[8 1" , ) s ing l e d ou t f o r

sp ec i ~ll rna I t.r o c.tmcrrt nrid t orture . By t h e S(' ITlC t ckcn , t h e n un b c r

S:6CRET



- 52 -

SECRET

of Jews murderod by tho Nazis surpass es the number 0 f a l l othe r

c at egorie s of victims . 1/

C. Estab l i shment of Total i tarian Control over Germany

The avowed a i m of the Na zL movomerrt was the e s tabl i shment

of the Nazi dictatorship . This impli ed that , a f ter the destruc ",""

tion 0 f t ho d cmo cr a't i.c - p nr Li ament.a r-y syst em in Gor'many , the Naz i

llivement , t hro u.. ~h .the Party and its a f f i l iated org;.<.ni zrvt i on s ,

woul d s eize complet e control ove r the stat e , a Ll branches .J £'

tho n dm'i.n i s t. r-a't i.on , and a l l sphere s of pub Li c l i f e. 2/

The nazi s ' a i m was ac compl i s hed during the y ears 1933

and 1934 . In his soeech befo re tho Prussian s t at e Counc i l on..

"1 5 Sept ember 1933 Goring decla r ed that t he goal had been at tai ned :

he r eferred wi t h scorn to th e " syst em of par l iamentClr i sm an d

pacifi sm!1 that had been destroyed by the Nat i onal Soc ial i s t

r evolution . Th e o f'f'Lct oI Nat. Lonn Lso zi e.Li.s t.i s cho .Jahrbuc h de -

scri bed the event s of 1933 a s fo l l ows :

tithe t n.king ov or of l Of\.dorship by the NSDAP in 1933
brought about tho s oizur e o f Rl l powor instruments
-(lllucht r.li ttol) and institutions of tho s t e.t o by Nrrt i onaL
Soci alism•• It ; 3/

2/
3/

For documentation see the p op er on the Na zi arrt i v.Iowt ah
p olicy, ltThe Cr Iru na l Consp Lr acy j~LSD. inst the J e1,'IS, I I R&J:..
Repor t No . 3113 . 11 .
See pp . 13 -14 .
I~ni c h 1941 , p . 175 .
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an d t h e o f' f'i c i nI Or gnni s nt i o n sbuc h do l' JrSD_~P confi r ms t.hot t nt]

lTSDAP

I1 domi u:;.t c s tho o nt i r c pub Li c Li f'o ; " 1/

Thu fo undQti ~n fo r t h o c ompl et e c ontrol ovor t h o s t ~tG

was t h u LU\ i for tho I. , II ., . r» L. '
IO)U o.tu a r-o i n; 0 1 .t.ne

.......... .... J
fl u r Ly an d

~t~tc of 1 De c omb c r 1933. 2/ ~:l. c cor din~; t.o t his Lv.w :

"th u HSDi l.P is t h u
(Sta uts zeda nkons)
sbrt e . "

b c r.r c r o f t h e: Gor m.m s t ~l.t t) i dea
r.nd is Ln d i s s o Lub I : 'io i n od wi th t ho, f d

II

Th e samo Law made t h o Deputy o f t h u FUhrer an d t h e Cili o f

o f St ~.i. ff o f t h e Sf\. r icmb o r s 6 f t h o Re i c h Gov or nrncrrt , II in or do r

t o s uurantoe t.h c clos est c o Ll a bo r rvt i.c n bot wccn t h e o f' i i.c c s o f

t he Pa r ty ~nd SA on t he o n 3 hand ~nd t h o pub l i c autho r i t i e s on

t h o o t .hor , \,

j 1.t t h o v ery t op, Haz i c ontro1 ov c r t.h o ~;ove rnr71c nt vr: s

11
s olidly nn c ho r e d in t h ,'.:; p o r s on .i l Ld e rrt i t y 0 f Hi tler ~ s Fu hre r

of the P ''\. r t y a n d n s Roi.c h Ch '.lnc Gllo r , rm d t.hr c u gh t.h ., v estin g of

t he Ch i o f o f t h e P .~J.. rty Charic ol.lo r y wi th the ~l utho r ity o f OJ.. Ec i ch

I"i n i s t e r . :~/ The s y s t cn o f p c r sonn oI Ld crrt i t y ext.end e d f'rc m

tho t op down thr ou gh t h e cn t i r c a dmi.n i s t .rvt i v : pyr arm d .

identity b otwo on Roi c h s l oi t o r of tho P~rty an d Re i c h Govo rn~ r s ,

17
2/

-;=:;-/o

liuni ch 1043, p . 86 .
Roi c h s 6 vs c t zb l a t t 1933, I , p . 52 9 .
Or go.nisat i ansbuch d8r lJSDilo.P , l ac c i t , ,
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betwe en GauLei t e r o f the Par t y and hea ds 0 f n r ov i.nc i.nL o r sta te
v L

"gov ernmonts , e t c . Tho Roichsfuhrer S8 wa s a t tho same t.i.mc

Chi e f o f tho Ge rma n Po l i ce rln d I n.t er on Mi n i ste r o f t h o

Irrt or io r , Po.r t.y member s wc r o p' l ~ccd in k ey po s i tions in the

"Re i c h rin d Lfj.ndor Mi n i s t r i e s arid I n aLl, .impor t nrrt deo a r- t.merrt s

o f the n n't i.onn l , r e gi onal, nn d Loc a I c dnu.n i s t r ut i on , 1/ The

gov ernment flgenc ies controll i ng t he org~li z at ion o f bus inos s

and La b o r we r e i n t h e h an ds o f trusted Nnz i.s , The Re i ch Foo d

Es t a t e , whi c h controll e d t h e who I.o o f Gc r rann r..g r i cu l t u r u , wa s

a n i xe d Pa rty un d Reich o rguni z ~t ion . 2/

No l e s s comp l et e wa s tho Nazi s ' c ontrol ove r pub l i c

op i n ion , e sp ec ial l y the p ros s , r a di o , a n d t h e Jt h or p r inc i p a l

moa ri s o f c ornmun 'i crrt. Lon ..n d p r- opn gan du , Th e c ornerstone 0 f t ho

l ogis1ut i on e s tab l i sh i n g t his c ontrol wa s t h o Edi to r ial Law of

4 Oct .ober' 1 93 3 . 3/ Thi s ·law made p r-o f'o s s i onnI journ ~t1istic

a ct i vi t~r thr oughout t.h o t e r rit or y 0 f t he Roi.c h If a pub l i c t ct"5 k"

It

(of f cnt1iche Au f'gab o ) llr ogulo.t cd ( g er e gelt) by the s't at. c ; " Al l

j ourna l i s t s h~d t o b e r ogist er od an d ::l ~ p rov o d by tho RG i c hsv0rb~nd

de r Deut s chen Fr oss e (Rei ch Pross As so c i a t ion ) . I t s Pre s i dont

w-v s ap p o i.rrt e d by tho Roic h Hi ni s te r f or Sn li ght onmunt arid

Rep ort 11;) . 3113 , "Pr m c i.poI Hftzi
t h o C :J T!1J~1 i s s i ;Jn o f '/[nr Crimos . I'

1/

2/
31

Soo wa r c r i.me s p n.p e r , R&.t·i.
Or gan i z n.t i on s I nvo l v ed i n

. , - .
I bid .
Re i chs g os et zb 1a t t . 1933 , I , p . 71::5 . .

" :-~\~" . . . ... 0 "

.. ;~ .~ ., .
. i.. •.t:~~\ .
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Propaganda (Goebbels). Wi l he l m ~ e i s s , pre s ident t hrou ghout the

period of the Na zi regime, wa s at the same time ch ief editor of

t he ' VBlkische Beobacht e r . The Re i ch Pr e s s As soc i at i on Via s a

corporate member of the Pr e s s Chamber, wh os e Pr esident, Max

Amann , was nSDi\.p Rei chs l e i t e r of the Press and ch i ef of' the

Party 's Central Publishing Ho use . The Pre ss Chamber in t urn

was pa r t o f the Re i ch Chamber o f Cu .Lt ur e , a subordi nate agency

o f t h e Rei ch Propa~anda Mi ni st r y . Thi s dual channel of TIe i ch

and Pa r t y c ontro l s secure d the complete coor dination of pol i cy

as wel l as per sonne l wi th t he Rei ch and Party authorit i os . 1/

Tho controls were centralizod in the Rei ch Propaganda

Mi ni st r y , op erat ing t.hrcu gh its threo pre s s di v i sion s : i-JOInO

Pro s s , Fore ign Pre s s , and Pe r iod i cal Lit er at uro . Tho head of

a l l t hr oe of t hem wa s otto Diet r i ch , Under Sec r etary of s t a t e

in char ge of pr os s . Si nc e he wa s at t h e same t ime Rei ch Pr e s s

Chief and Chief o f the Par t y Pr os s , co molet o coo rdination of

go ve r-nment. and Par t y co ntro15 wa s f u l l y insured .

Le ~ally ~ the re was no c enso r ship , but t he Propaganda

' 1i ni s t ry issued da ily di r ectiv0s covering the ent i re po l i cy

For a detai led description 0 f t hi s s et.up s oo n&i~ Heport
No . 2500 .19 " Propa ganda in Oc cup i c d ~uro1? c lt ; a l so : Ci vi l
h ffa i r s Handbook on (}ornulny , s ec t i on 12, Corn...mun i cat i a l1s
and Cont ro l o f Public Opi nio n .
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of tho pr os s . 1/ The daily cont ents of the pap ers, method of

troatment of certain news items, prefer enc e or omissions, and

s etting up of h ea dl i ne s were all proscrib ed in t h es o diroctives ,

The pap or s were held r esponsibl e for strictly following these

dir ectives . This " r omot o control" el i mi nat ed the nec ossity of

pr e- cens or ship , whi l o the journalists' c ompulsory mernbe r sh i p

in t he Rei ch and Par t y organizations descr ib ed ab ove (loss of

whi ch made further exe r c i se of the professi on impossible)

functi on ed a s p ost - censor ship . 2/

In addition to the controls contralizod in tho Propaganda

11i ni st r y , a compl et e set of Par t y controls pr oper existe d . They

were exer c i se d thr ough t ho Pr es s Pol i t i c a l Di v i si on of the ~SDAP

(headquart ers Ber l i n ) and the Pr ess Personnel Division (head-

quar ter s rruni ch ) , bot h functioning und er ott o Di utrich . The

r egional or garri aat.Lon of thl3s e controls 'was c entraliz ed in

t hu Gau Pr ess Of fic e , vrh o s e chief wa s at the s ame time th e

ex off i c io dnl egat o of tho Home Pr os s Division of t hG Ro i c h

Propaganda r't i n i s t r y and 0 f the Hoi ch Pr cs s Chamb er in t he

1/
2/

Photo stat i c copi es of t h es e di r ectives ar e avai lablo .
Addi t i ona l evi dence of t he functi oning of th·~.s e compr c­
hensive controls c an b o furnishod by t he i nt orro gation of
f orei gn and c.-crman n ews pap er co r r cspondorrt s , ed i tors ,
pub l i ~her s , at e . Som0 such i nt errogat i ons are avai lab l e :
s ec t h o f orthcomi ng R&A Repor t No , 2500 .19 , "P rop aganda
in Occup i ed Eur ope , "
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r esp cc t i, v c Pa r t y Gau , Cornp1 ate coor ddnat. Lon bet.ween ~~ e i chand

P ar t y c ontrols wa s thus a lso i nsur ud i n t h s r e g i on a l o rgani zat i on . 1/

A similar s ystcm of c o ntrol s wa s s et up f o r t h o on t i re

fi Gld o f e du ca t i on . Tht) Law on t h e Hi t ler Yout h o f 1 De cember

1 ::1 36 2/ o r gani z e d " t h e orrt i r c Gorman yo uth wi thin t h e t. cr r i t o ry

of t h e Rc: i c h" in t h o Hi t le r Yo uth , in o rde r t o tl o duc a t o it

phy s i c a i Ly , mental ly , and mo r a l ly in t h o s p i ri t o f Nat ional

l""' • l' II.:> OC1o. 1sm . "Th o Re i c h Yout h liuhr ur 0 f the NSD;,P via s made

11

You t h Fu h re r of tho Ge r ma n Ito i c h and c; i vcn tho po s i t ion o f a

Su preme Rc i c h Author i ty . Sub s equ errt doc r co s on t h e oxe c ution

o f th i s l aw 'Ner o p r omulga t ed by t.h e "i uhr or . 'I'h o s e c on d 0 f

t h os e d ecroes , i s s u ed on 25 ~~r c h 1939 , 3/ mad a s orv i c o in t h o

Hit ler Youth ob l i g a to ry fo r a l l youths f r om t he ago of 10 t o 18 ,

II

and s ubj cc t e d th '.)In t o tho !t o f f ont l i eh - r 0 c h -f:",l i c h ·.:: Er z i ch u ngsbcwcl. l t

(Pub l i c LUbal Bducat iona l Autho r i t y ) i n u c c o r d~nco with the

1I
doc r c c s o f tho F'uh rt)r a n d Re i c h Chan c e l lo r . "

''"'" :=; t o the sch oo 1 s , a l l o Lcmcrrt a r y and s oc o rida r y sch oo 1

t oac}lors we re o r ga n i zed in the NS Teuc h o r s Lo~ guc , whic h , i n

L )36, a l so t oo k o ve r t h u " p r op Dr t y r i ght. s II o f t he p r·:; - Hi t.Lc r

1/

2/
3/

Soo Ci v i l Af' f'a i r s Han dbook o n l~i·\..~ r r: ~ '_ U1'l : Soc tion 12, Cornriun i >­
cations a nd Cont r o l o f Pu1 1 i c Opinion .
Roi c hs~ 0 s J t z ~ lQtt 1 936 , I , 0 . 993 .
I bid . 1 9;)~) , I , p , 70 9 .
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t eachers associations . 1/ The university pr ofo s sor s were in-

corporatod into t ho }IS Do zorrt cnbund , which was r eorganiz od as a

f ormation Oi.-' the HSDAP on 24 July 1935 . 2/

Control over the ont i re stud ent body was exorcis ed

chiofly t hrou gh the NS Students Leagu e (Student enschaft) . In

It

July 1934, tho Dep ut y of tho Fuhrer (then Hudol f He s s ) made

this ors anization the exc l us i ve organ r espons ible "for the

i deolo gical, pol i t i cal , and physical t rainingtr of tho students . 3/

~n order of 18 Apr i l 1936 mad e active servic e in one of the

formations o f t he NSDil.P ob Li gn't .o r y f or s l i mombor s of t he ns

St udent s Lea guo . 4/

In ge ne ra l , ~a z i controls over educat i on show a pat te r n

similar to t ho so ov er pub lic opinion . Cont rols wer n cent r a l i ze d

in the Rei ch Mi n i st ry of Educat ion , a creation of t h0 Nazi s .

Three Par ty a~onc ie s coop erat ed wi t h t he llini s t ry on t ho pre -

parut ion and" censors hip of t extbooks and other educat ional

mD.terial : th e Party Offici ul ~xamination Committee fo r NS

Li tc rat ure , the Reich 0 ffic e for School a n d Instructional

II
tt/

3/
4/

Nat ional s o z iali st i sch(~?Qrtoiko rre sponden z , 4 Jun e 1936 .
Das ii.r ch i v , od , Kurt .IahnI ck c , f'li n i stor iE'1.1 Couns elor in tho
Rc i ch l'iini st r y f or Propaganda, July 1935 , p . 528 .
Das Ar chi v , loc o cit . , July 1934 , PP . 467 -468 .
I bi d . , ~pr i l 1936 , p . 11 .
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Li t o r -nt .ur o , r..n d a n at t a che d He i c h Commi trt e o , The fi r st o f t h c s e

a gcnc i0 s pub lished ~l mont hly b i.b Lio gr a p h y (Eat i onal s oz i nl is t isc hes-
B ib l iogr~phie ) , 1/ listing a pp r ove d bo oks a rid p amph l. e t s i n ~.:. 1 1_. -
f i ",l ds o f li t ornt u re .

Through the Par t y (in the s onS 0 dos c r ib ed ~bov o ) , tho

Na z i, l e adership thu s e xc r c i s cd unl imi t c d c orrt r o I ove r .il I

s n h eres o f pu b l i c li f e:

""In thG NSDAP , t he Fuhr e r h ns cr eat e d fo r hims el f a n
instrument 'which, bu i l t up, 'dev e l o p e d , a n d gc[tr,;d t o
a c tion by h im , s ot s th e goal un d di r e c t i on f o r tho
ent i re Gorman p cop Lo ; " 2/

liTh.:; t.ak i n g ov e r of l e a dershi p by th o lISD1UJ i n 1933
brought abo ut tho s eizur e o f ~1 1 po\m r i n st r ument s
O,:b.cht mi t t. Lo ) a n d i nstitutions 0 f the s t ~"'..t ·:_, by Unt io l11 l1
So c ic..l ism in o rd tJ r t o mob i l i ze thes e (instruments CLn d
institutions) f or t h e i nt oll cctuD.l nrid p syc h o Lo g i c uI
p r e~arat i0n of the peop l n fo r t ho c o~rl ot G r omovn l of
the op pr e s s i ng t. r c a 't i e s a n d of the humi l i n.tin g s i.t.u u t i on
of the: Reich . tt 3/

Th e d i c t a t.o r i a L a nd t ot a l i b tl' i a n c ontra 1 cx cr c i s od by the

lIazi Pa r ty WI.lS s o c omploto that , e v ent u a l ly , it c ompris e d not

on l y the pub l ic bu t a l s o tho pr i vata li f o o f the en t i r e p opu -

Lrrt i on :

1/ C9P i c s ::;.va i l ':;.b 1 e , Fo r :. (h: t. ~ , i l () d d i s c u s s Lori 0 I' cduc ~l t.i. on .iL
c ontrols s cc e Ci vil l 1.f f(.~ i r s Handbook : C}(;rr.1.any , soc t i on 1 5:
S du c:J.t i'.)n .

2/ Fr i t z lllr.hn " r t , Chi.: f .f' t.ho l'::l. in Or~~i.l1 i z ' ). ti )n Offi ce o f ' t he
l ::JD _P , ~ :o~ t i ·) ll~ l. l s · : z. i'\. l i s t i s ch ,. ; s Jc.~ hrbuch 1 ::3 4 1, c d , E ) \.)(J r t Loy ,
7.,::rtt r:-:.b..- ,r l,... g; u .::J r lf ~~ D" " - : , }" 'l'!:).n z She r J Lun i c h? 1 75 .

3/ Lb i.d , ,_ 0
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"The organ i zat ion of t h e Party is so s t ron g and s o
t horoughly d e~elop ed that t oday it e~brac e s ( er f~sst)

a l l homes ( Haushalt e) o f a l l Volks gonoss en in t he
t erritory o f t h e Re i ch , including t he t erritories a ddc d
in the year s 1938 an d 1939 ." 1/

The Na zi Par t y not on ly establishe d c ontrol over the

ent i r e mac h i ne r y of the stat e (government and gene ral a dmi n i - \

s tr.ation) but a l s o int ograt e d the a rr.ed fo r ce s i nto tho t otal

organi zat ion and mobi l i zat ion of Germany fo r the e xecut i on of

t ho Na z i progr am. The inte gre.tion of the a r med f orc es into tho

Nazi sch eme was bas e d on the a c t i v o support of tho na z i T:10V () -

a f ew indivi duals. who n ever bee arne ac t i v e until Hi t ler I s f ailure I
mont by the l\..r my Comma nd , f.i s upport wh i c h wa s oppo s c d by on Ly

t o wi n the war had b ec ome obvious . Collaborati on b etwe en the

Hi t lor mo ve~ent a nd the a rmo d f orc os d~tos back to tho y oars

i r.rrnc diatoly a f te r t ho e nd of t h o Fi r s t 'Vo r l d 1i;ja r , whon Hi t le r

work ed a s an ag ent of tho Re i c hswehr (s oe H E ab ov e ) . Dur i ng '

t h e Lat. or p e r i o d o f the WtJ i mo. r Rop ub l i c , the High Command of

t h e Roi c h swc hr pres erved an off i c ial n eutrality t oward the Na z i

mov omorrt , In .Ianu a r- y 1933 , howov or , Gerier- a L Xe r ner von Bl ombe r g ,

divisi on nl c omma nder of tho Ro i.c hswohr , .;oin od t h e Hi t l or

go v c r nment. , a n d from t ho n on the [J. r moc.l f orc c s d ov ol cp ud a s one

of tho chief exponent s .a n d f ollowers o f Na z i ideolo gy c.n d

1/ I bid . , p . 179 .
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po l i c y , s ys t. om.rt i caLly p r epar i n .; fo r t.h e wur of aggre s s ion .

" Four and ,~t h nI f y ea r s a f't.c r tho p r-oc Larnrrt i on of u n iversal
c onscripti on (":!ehr fr eihoit), 'wh i c h r estor e d the ri ght o f
ev er y Gorma n t o fi ght vii th th0 we a pon in hi s han d f o r t ho
vi t 'll ri ghts o f h i s c ountry, t h e Ge r ma n '-:eh r nLl.c h t wa s
mo b i l i z e d f or the pr os orv~tion o f the Greater Gorman
Le b cns r aum, The :,1:~hrn~'l.C ht wa s p r-epar-ed f or t his b a 'tt Le • • •11.1/

Humor ou s d oc Lar ctions of Loyn Lt.y an d sup por-t fo r t ho Na z i,

Le a do r s h i p c ame f r om the High C OlTlP1~nd o f tho ;"rl llO d Fo r c e s ,

F e r n e r von Bl or:lb t...:rg h i n s elf , t h on Co Lorio I Gcnc r- n I a n d Re i chswohr

Mi ni s t e r , declar e d in 19 3 5 :

II 'I'h o 'k h r ma c l:t prot cc t s., t h e Go r rnan p eop 1 0 a n d it s livin g
sp~c o . It s ervos tho F~hrer with unc~nditi on~l

(ruckhQl t.L o s c s ) c onfi dOhc e c.n d ob e di enc e .. , II 2/

Horeo v or , ma n y hi ,:;h a r my o f' f'Lc or s j oine d t op Nn. z i a gcn c i e s

a nd e nterp r i s os (Reich a s well u s bu sin ess) in l o ndi ng p os i ti ons

s.n d a s liais on men f or e xamp Le , i n the Fou r Yut'.r P l an Off i c e ,

the Re i c h lfi n i s t r y of £ co nomi cs , nn d t h o Sp o or ) rgflni z~t ions . 3/

Wi l hel m Kci. t. c L , t h e Chi of of t h o Sup remo Command of t. ho j r rnod

F'o!' cC S , wa s C', mcmb e r o f tho Hi n i s te r i; 1 Counc i.L fo r tho De f'ons o

of the Re i c h , wh i L e the ~ ' \,nnai'11 cmt Council, ope rat i ng un d ur the

Sp c or Mi n i s t r y , wa s m.r de up :)1' Lc a d i.n g Lnd us t r r -vl i s t s a nd a r rny

officer s .

1/
2/

3/

I.lajo r Schmidtke, H~;.t i:)n~ll s') z iu l i s t i s c ho s J :'\.hrbuch 1941, p , 168 .
Pr o I'a t.o r-y quotation i n : 1JIt.~ j o r H. Fo e r t s ch , Di e '\feh rmac ht i m.
Nsrt i.o n a Ls o z Lo.Ll s t i s c h on s tev. t , Humb ur -g 1935 .
Name s Qn d dotails in : Civil ~ffni r s H~ndbook Gcrrn~ny , Se c t ion
2 T : F'; co l1~)mi c Cont r 'J l s in Naz i G,.:.: r m3.ny , Fob r uar y 1 944 . 1..

brief list ')f s oric r co r c s crrt.a't i.v o names i s aoo on dod t o thi s orp c r ,
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Rear mame nt

'I'h. e l i.mi.nut i o r. of t he o ppo s i tion uu d t he e s t a b l i s hme nt

of t otali t ar ian control over Ge r ma ny f'u L f i L le d t e pr e c on d i ti on

f or the e xecution o r t h e aU~,re s s i ve and expun s ionis t fore i c... I1

p oli cy of t he Nazi s . , ..f t e r t i l '] s eizure -c : »owe r -l-1~ eU .J. ( \ ',J , vi! Na z i

l eaders hip devoted a l l its effo r t s t o t he Qui I di Lls up of t he

a r me d fo r c es wi thout wr.t ch t~18 acq u isiti on o .' 1': 8 VI Li vi. r. .: svace

wa s Lmpo s s i.b Le , ~:Ii t 1 7: r h i.msol.f t estifi e d to t h i s e f fe c t :

lIThe s e c o nd (condition f o r our s u cce s s ) VE ·.S na t i cna I
a r-mamerrt , t.o wh i.c h I ha. o f' anc. t. i c el Ly devoted my e ne r gi e s
£" 0 r . .:;, .: r l y' S 1' ) " . .. ':l r- r s ' I ( 1C' '/ r.) 1 /... ! tJ Cl. . ~. J ".,J ~..;. . J v v . .1..

IlFQ1./V' I C[\.D p roudly ud;;li t : we di d then c e r t a i nly c omplete
an a rmc..merrt s uch as t~l'C; wo r L i has nove r ye t 5 (3(3LJ, •• • • I
have i n I'ac t u rme d i n t ..'3 se f' i ve Y C;..i. r s . I ha JC s n o rrt
mi l Li.ar d s on th i s s' I'fT1.u.Tile n t : t [ ~ Ci. t t >1.o Ger rnar; ccoo Lc :11U S t

J . .. .

now ;~:EOVI ~ I h i...L ·~ 8 s e O::l t o i t t hD.t C;' U J'lJ·] .i r-my sbou l d be
pr-o v .i de d with th·;:) most .no de r n ar-m..:~;~ r:.. t L .ovm . I h :.~ V 8

l:;i, ,::; n to my fr i e nd Gd,c irl2" t :-l,C orde r : ~\.lc.lJ;; me n ow s.n C\. i r ­
c. rrn wh.ic h c un pr-o t e c t G-J r mE·. l'J.y Ln t h e f' s.co of ,.,;..ny con ­
c e i va bl e ~ .: t ~c k . Th u s we h~V6 bGi lt up ~ mi l i ta r y fo rc0
CV-~ GhCnE... ch t ) of wh i ch to - cL:.y t~ , e Oc r rna n .}0o;Jle c un 0 G pr c ud
---,----h :::::i:-- +- ' 1 " 11 t ' ~ t \... ' , t 1t..EQ w: a en ' ,, {L; vto : :1 wi r SS '~ ) GC , 1 1 ,',. , :..I.ny ·'... r mc 1 rnake s

it s <1 :) C.J. r D,£l C0 . ' I 2/

11

2/

S 8.E~:rb rnc ~ ·Qn , 9 Oct o cc r l S38 ; ;lr .:.tLLfur-c:::r ':: oitun[ , 100ctob,::'.) r
I f\3S OUtl e r 's Spe e c h e s , c d , 1Ly r:ccs , vo l . IJ , p: 15 34 ) .

Bc r l i~ 26 Soptembe r 19 38 , VBlkischer Beobachter, 28 ~ ~ pt ­

e mb8r l S 38 ( ~uot0 d i b i j , ? 1 51 2 ) .
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:;s t,· . ) l i s hm:.::n t o f un i vor s r.L m i l i t:.~. r .y c o r.s c r i.p t i o n , T~'. is '-N. •S t h e

mont t ook pl :·.cc :·,c: ·.>Y:' d i l l L, to ') '.~ . C' ..... - .; "T ' "'1 ~ 1 -. . r' ': 0':11: • -.J .I .• ' I J. '......... ..L- • .... .... 1.) ...1 . , \'V j' ... ..l v 1 1r o -

v i d e; .~ fo r \ o:. r i ou s S 1- S
V < .. C\... "' f' 1 ::--.:.

t ile • " • cv . ~ 11 ., ','" . ~- ,·f . l' ,;" ; '. 1.. ..' ;:, ....l' ...;. '. 'JJ J ., ni ,, -;.. .. " ·1" 1 1' · · . r - S c 0 .0
t.,.J l".1 .. \ " / ... .I, .l. l Lt... _: .,;,~ .1.

.1- .•..,. ..• : ','[01' 1 ,'.'[ ·t o '· ·' c ··_)t .1. "'.v -.. ' ...... \..J 01 \...I ... ' '';;

vt :« I'Lr s t r c.v; ... I .. .d i n ( ~ ·o , .· ; .· ) .: : ... _! ' ;..~ C'" ••) .~ . C " , t : '-' 0 1 0 " ' 1"'\ ( 0 1' · 2" J :'\''''u. -- ~ -- - - • - " - ~.. - . .. ..~);. v ...· '" c .. .. v . . G-"~ . ':;: .. _. -

. ry 1. '\ ~'., .' v '::> ,

: .1'1.iJ :

-'tJ u r 't') r o ..r..m .i.s ro t yt c o rnol . t.o . T c rn o r.l y s.:·:' v.n ...~ t
T ' . I' - " •..... ru . v; G ,, 1 1':' 0 s nov. j () l). -,',fll . ,, ·C r s C; (J rn :"' !l .' . . '1 0 :...r c l~.cr'.,.~ ·
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" ••• the ai r forc e was so strong that any power at tackiug them
would have to f ace a 'very , very hard struggle in the u.i r , I .

He ad ded that there was not a singl e old aeropl ane or old
eng i ne in the fleet . He continued by s aying that he had
followed ent i re ly new methods, r ejecting a policy of slow and
gradual armi ng , b ecau se there wou l d havG boen ~ dan ger of
not having the f lee t r ea dy 'in t he e vent of di f f i cult mornerrts s "

~~ba t he had done was t o expand t echni cal and i ndustri al cap a­
ci t y to the limit , so that he could c r ent e the ai r arm a t a
single b l ow. Aerop l~n0 s had not , befor e that , bs en con-
c 0 ~l e d in fo re s t s or in tho gr ound ; they simply had not boen
there . "1/

The new ~ehrmacht was from t he very boginni ni conc eived a s

an e s sent ia l fu ct or in the expansi onis t f oreign policy; tho F~z i

Leadershi p w'J. s fully aware of the f ilct that this policy involved

t he risk of war , an d they were willing to be ar t.ha't risk . On 5

Novembe r 1937 , a meet i ng i s sai d to have been hold in the Reich

Chancdle r y at whi ch Hi t Ler , the ?\ar Mi.rri s t e r (von Blomberg) , t he

Forei gn Mini star ( vorl Ncur at.h ) , and the chiefs of t.ho t hr ee branches

of t he a rmed I'or ce s ( von Fr i t s ch , von Raode r , G8r i ng) par- t.i. cLpc t cd , 2/

A r eport -on t h i s ms ct i nb is appended (App8ndix H). Hi t le r de c lare d

t hat :

"in order to solve tho Ge rman problem , tho ro exi s t s only the
way of f or ce , -wh i ch way i s nevor wi thout risk."

He t hen outlinod the di f fe ront situations i n which forc o could bo

app l ied ,~ th t he l oust risk for Ge r many . Hitler furthermore declared

1/ GBring cited in S ~@e pub lication , vol . AI , no . 23 , p . 779 .

£/ The authent i ci ty of t his r eport is yet to b8 e st ab l i shed .
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that he was r esol ve d to t ake a ct i on ag~inst Cze chos lovaki a and

Aus t r ia , und th~~t ho was i n t e r ested in the cont inuance of t he ci vil

war in Spai n .

Corroboro.tion of this r E::port may be s een i n t he e x- post

f acto stateme nts of other Nazi l ~ a.ders to the eff e ct th:it Go rmany

haJ be en wi ll in g a n d r eady t o us a its a rrned fo r ce s i f t he l.lun i ch

a greeme nt had not be en r e ached . Thus , wi t h r e f e r e nc e to th ::: Sudeton -

Lan d , Hi bbc nt r op st;:.,t ed before t he For e i gn Pr ess As aoc i c t i on i n Dcr -

lin on 7 Fovcmb ::.:: r 1938 :

"In t hi s connecti on I wa sn to st~1. te t.hat Cc r-mo.ny VJD.S ver y much
in e ar ne s t du r ing t hi s pe r i od o.nd th~t if ~ s ol ution h~d not
been f ound i n l-::uni ch ,::,.t the: o Lcvc nt.h 110ur tho FUhr e r wou Ld
h nv c fr eed the SUd(~ telll and by f'pr cc of a rms ; " If

On 1 Mar ch 1939 G8rin t de c l ar ed th~ t i n Sept omber 1938 pcc co h~d

been s aved an d GermLny ' s ri g1t r c co bni zc u b8 c ~u s c t he wor ld knew that

thv ~arm~n ~rmed for ces would o th ~rvns c h~ve sol ve d t he que sti on by

oth0r metho ds . He a dded :

"And i t wa s k r.own e.b r o u d t ha t we we r e) not b luffing. I n tho s e
days we wer e r ea dy . De c: command - a n d a h e 11 , a n Lnf'e r no ,
wou l d h 8. VO b 8 0 11 rna de f or t he enemy ; :l sho r t b l ow, but hi s
de s t ruc t i on woul d hr;V 0 boc n compl e t e . II 2/

B. Intervention i n l"orei gIl Countri ds

Tho r-ear-mamcnt of Ge r mc.ny was a c oompau i od 1.lI:I.J supp Lcmerrt od by

1/ Ri bb crrt r op , cited i n Bu l l o t.i. r. 0 I' Entc r n..tri oriuL lL -::s , l oc . c i t . ,
vol . XV, no . 23 , p . 44 .

2/ ~rinb ' ci t e d Lb'i d , , vo l . XVI, no . 5 , p . 25 .
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a seri 0s of military a n d political int8rventions i n for ei g1 countri es . (

This policy wa s part of tho comprehensive plan f o r o x pans i on a nd W2r .

Evidence for thi sis provided by the au t h or i to.ti ve s ba t.orncrrt.s of r e ­

sponsibl e Naz i spokesmen that they h ad vital i nterests i n these

countri es . Au s t r i a wa s r0 g~rded a s bclongin 6 to the Rei ch ; in the

cas o of Czechoslovaki a ~nd Poland , t ho Ql l e ge d maltre ~tmeLt of C~ r -

man national minori tios was o vokod as justification ; a rid i n Sp ain ,

Ge r ma ny made itsel f the champion i n "Europe ' s strug,;lc a ga i ns t

Bolshevi sm . 11

'I'ho s e interventions took place on two Lc vc Ls r mi litc.ry an d

poli tic o..l - oconomic (Fifth Column o.c t i vi t.i c s , business p enot.r .vt i on ,

e t c . ) .

1 . Mi l i t L~ry I n t e r ven tion

German mili t ".ry · interference in f' or c i gn countri es fulfi Ll.ed

the thre e -fol d pu r pos e of t asti n e th~ Nazi VlG. r potcnti nl , t esting the

de gre e of opposition on th,:; p __.rt of the vi ol a t od countri es und on tho

pc..rt of the gre [~t po wc r s , a n .. s ecuring the nc cc s s c r y op cr c.t i c nc.I b ase s
e:

for Gorm~ny i n tho 0 ve~t of wo.r .

D.. Spain

Thero is no a voi Lab l c r ecord of any admission by Ha z i Loe.do r-s

of military interve ntion during tho 2c t uu l operations . However ,

the Nazi Govornmont confirmed th€~t ('lO rma n " volun t eers ;' fou ght wi th t he
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Fr anc o troops, 1/ and Hit le r has op en ly de clared and s ought to

justify t he c ontention that Germany coul d not r ema i n "neut. r a l "

i n the Spani sh civil war :

"In July 1936 I had just dete r mi ned t o answer the cal l
fo r help whi ch thi s man ( Fr anco ) sent t o me : I would
help hi m t o t he ext ent that and so l ong a s t he r est of
the wor ld shoul d gi ve i t s support t o the domestic foe s
of Spa i n .

" From that t ime l'Jational Soci a l ist Germany began t o
take an ac t ive par t , un der t he l eadershi n of this man. ~ ,

i n the struggl e fo r the r est orat ion of a national and
independent Spa i n . \I 2/

Hi t le r gave a s justi f i cation for his interference i n the

Spani sh civil war t wo main r easons: t he dange r of the spread

of f' Bol shev i smtf and the thr eat to Germany 's economic int er ests

i n Spain . As r egar ds the l at t ar po int , he declar ed :

"G ermany nee ds t o i mport or e. That is why we want a
Nat i onal i s t Gove rnment i n Spai n , so that we may be ab le
to buy Spani sh or e . '.1 3/

Furt her , i n hi s sp oec h befor e the sol di ers of t he Condo r

Legion on t hei r r et urn f r om tho Spanish war , Hi t l e r profe s sed

hi s offi c i a l spons orship of t heir par t i cipat i on on France ' s

side:

1/ Hi t l cr I s r ep l y to Franco , Frank f ur te r Zei tung, 24 Fobruary
193 9 (quo t ed i n: Hit l or fs- Speeches , e d, Bayne s , p . 1 580 ).­
Wi lhul mshafen , 1 Apri l 1939 ; V81kisc her Beobachter , 3
Ap r i l 1939 (Ibid., p . 1600).

2/ 6 June 1939; V81kis cher Beobachter , 7 Juno 1939 (Ibi d. , p .
1671) •

3/ Wur zburg , 27 June 19 37 ; V31ki scher Beobacht e r , 28 Juno
1937 (quot ed i bid., p . 1355) .
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"For I sent you out to help a country in misfor tune ,
to support a heroic man•••• You have now returned , havi n g
bravely executed my commission••••

'lI t was painful for us all to have to ke ep silence
on your fi ght year after y ear , but f r om the f i r s t I had the
intention, af ter the end of this war , to gi ve you in the home­
l and t he r eception whi ch brave, victorious sol di ers de s er ve ••• "1/

i
I

And i n his t ele gram to Franco of 9 June 1939 lli t le r spoke of

"the battle whi ch we have wage d in common a gainst Bo lshe -
. I' 2/V1. sm•.•

Af te r the t erminati on of the mi l i t s.ry ope r at.i. ons , the Ge rman

papers carne out Itith specific sta t ements on the fact and oxtent

of Oe r rnan mili t <...ry intervention :

.
On 30 May 1939 , the German pre s s pub l i shed many articles on

the expl oi t s i n Spain of t he Condor Legion , Among the details

gi ven was the statement that in July 1936 , Hi tler ha d deci ded that he

must stand by General Fran co i n his fi ght a gai ns t Bolshevism. On

31 July the f i rs t detachment of 85 volunte8rs , traveling as tourists ,

l eft for Cadiz in the liner Usamoro , taking six Heinkel pursuit

planes . Simultaneously twonty Junkers tr~nsport pl~nes we re flovm

from B0rlin to Mor occo , and ~1 thin a f ew weeks 15,000 men , as well us

he avy w8apons, hud been cu.rri ed across from Africa . I n Au gus t , more

1/ Frankfurter Zei tung , 7 June: 1939 (quot ed ibi d" p... 1673) .

2/ Ibid, 10 June 1939 (quoted ibid~ , p . 1675) .
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ai rcraft , anti - u i r c r-at'f gun s , an.: tanks vie r o s e nt , a nd in J.·.ovcmb0r ,

tho Condor Le gi on l oft for Spain , undc r Gonc r u I Sper l' Le •

Trw Le gi o n took par t i n n ear ly e ve r y gr e a t ac t i.on of tho war ,

whi l e German instructors a n d e ·~.u i pm0nt vte r c s e nt t o or gan i ze and c on-

du c t a rti Ll e ry , t ank , engi ne e r , Lnf'arrt ry , and o t.h o r schools i n whi ch

56 , 000 yo un g Spani a rd s r o csive d instruction , 1/

I n addi t i.o i. to st rictly mi l i t :c.ry Lrrtc r -vo nt i ou , trh ) N:::t z i s c on -

::lu c t e d e x t e ns l vo pr-opa ga ndc.. and Fifth Column e. c t i '.Ii ti c s i n Spa i n . 2/

b. Austr-La ,

From tho o a r Ly days of the Na zi move mc rrt , ......u s t r i a was c ons i dc r e d

one of the pr i mar y obj ects o f laz i poli cy . Tho r euni o n of Au st r i a

wi t h t h e Rei ch wus on tho Na zi pro ;;"1'am f rom tho 0&ci n nin L:. Ln tho

fir st ch ap t.e r of Lc i n Kempf", ;H t.Lo r wr o t e :

" Ccrman i"l.u s t r i a must aguin come buck t o tho G-ruc.. t v _; r mG. n mot h ­
e r l and •••• o vc n i f thi s r eunion , fr om a n c c ouoml c po int of

" " t " I i f i t: ' - f 1" + tV1. CW , we r o a mrna o r i u ; y es , e vc n 1. 1. J we r o na r rn u , 1" mu s
nono -itho -T os s t.akc p La c o . 'I'h c s ame blood b e lon gs i n a common
Roi ch . !1

Hit l er a Ls o confe ss ed Lhc t [~ c tu s. l Lnt.er vorrti on ViUS p I un n o.l l on g b e ­
for e it WLlS c ar r i o d out :

" I mys e I f, u s a s o r. of bhc Ostrnc.r k , 111::"8 i'i Ll.c d wi t h c, sac r c d
wi sh to sol vc this p r ob l em :...nd thus I GJ.d my homo Land buck t o
th·:;; R:)i ch . In .Iunu ;.. r y 1938, I f ina l ly r os olve d t h c.-.t Lr; tho

1/ Bu ll e t in of International Fo ws , l a c. cit . , vol . XVI , n o . 12 , p .614 .

2/ Th 0 e vi de nce i s collecte d in ; The NQ.zi Co r~s pi racy i n Sp ai n , by
thu c dito r s o f The BrOl'v'rl Book of tho Hi t1 0r Torror , London :i937.
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course o f tha t J e ar , L-! one way or a nother , I 'woul d
fi f,ht for and 'win tho ri s ht of s elf -d IJt(;r i11in~tio r, f o r
t h e 6 ,500,000 Ccr'muns in i ...us t r i a ; " 1/)

Go cbb8 1s c ~ . f irmGd that t he ~nnexat i on of Aus t ria h~l b een

for a Ion s time in tho r az is ' Qind as a ?roco~c 8 i ~ e d ~ l~~ :

II ,:8 ha v d sol vc d .nany of our pr o b Lerns "Yi ':.',1. i t i l'.b for
a. wood opportun.i ty. T l'WE I'TC 1-:<..1." 0 jur::? ed 0..t i t . .i c
c oul d not t ell i ll e. J V2.:1 CC a t wh a t time W~: V10l'll :"1 ~,:t; ~ 0 ·:·~

. .u s tri u or oc c u py the l{~li r~ (] 1 8.L ~1 or i ;.t.r oducc c o n ­
s c ri ,t i on . Th G r ,~ .s.l Sl. r~ is to s ra t .c, such D. thi Y'.[£
V:l::.8 11 t h e s t .vko is a s s .ca I I a s po s s i bl.c ~ro. ,"; the pro ­
f it a.s :l i6h 6.. S p o s s i '0 1 .:; . T l~.'J co Lo r i eI qu o s t i.o n
will b e s oLv c d in t hu s .arno ''v.r.,.y . I I 2/

sy s t ema t i o l.!a z i s u b v c r s i o n in i~u s t r L.l \,!c:; rc r c j cc t c d 0 '.. t he.

~roind t hatllio r a zi s d ',d no t c o ~s ider sueh ~ctivi ty as
'-'

of t h8 i'.us tri.:;u~ .1 .:s1-:: in t h o ucrmt..n Fo r c i gn Of f i ce s t. at.o d

~us tr i ~ t o b ~ f0rci ~ L
'-'

cou 1..~ . o t s t '\ ) i !:l f'r or.t
" Th e :TS ,L.P dc . s no t c ori s i d.. r
t e rr i t.o r v an.I i CS or o , c.;". _.:.:.: "" .

..- ... - ' - '
of -t 11 ) S ':' 1·11 :"·-1 rr orrt i . r s "l"~ '" P" l't r ~ " l .. , S t.h :I..J .l. _ ...... V c.;.l...l . ' 1.":' ',J _ .. ) . L"'" ...• -.. i v l,.. .. J ... ....... J v

po s i tion t h :::lt t ;1is ac t .ioc s r.o t co u s t i. t n t .:; :i. r~t :,; r -

1/ l1ci c .s t ,.. ,
", 5 ; 1 ').: • v.J.

J C~ . Ju£:LrV
oJ

to~, .i z i GuL l.,,::; .' c. Z 1 S fE ,
7G.fY·-- - - - --

I

J: 7 u r L 1)0r ::.- ' 7 .: i i? r i ll S;:ZJ 8 ( qu ,) G:J d L_
uJ . £(011' 'i .:. l l , ' , . ", s J.-! i:- l~to r.:. 194:2 , ,, ~ .

2/
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I'cror co wi t.h th..:; Lrrt c r nc. I a f'f'a i r s or
st:..t .. . . . ' 1 1./)

. 1 " s c . t . . . 1- -I-0 :. . '.1'1' : ~ 1rl ur.d "., ~, h ·.'L S o ' ·;.r'l : l ' " ...<; '.J. i. r: ..' :3 •S L:Cn P :':', 0 1. • 1 ,~ , / '..; .~ v ' u ' , _ ~ _ ~ ... • - ,1. - " ~

? I
'~I

m1 h r , l' '"t-, (' S ,. ' 1' + ., r C ' · . t -', r.. .:....... .... ..... - V~ .. v ;'.1- p. "t . .. ~ ... .~ .n . , Fifth CG 1w;'.11 r.c t I vi t i c. s

s t , x t u ::i i v, t :,,: c r Lv l Cj ~' O t (,J.._ ~ ",_• • ,J. - t.Y ... ...., o .

a r c di s cu S S < d i rl -J":' 22c o. 10"::-.
c. Gz~chos1ovakia •
.\.s W i tll i .. u St. r i L..:-l:-h u I r.co r-po c :..t ion 0 I' ~~ z ocho S 10 v.-:.l:i a

·; p (", t l· ',, ·" S:J ~ oJ • •~ f , , , , I' ro"o ! · z J. P ~) l..,Y . This i s r rd i c ... tc d

') ·· 1 1cy , '::';" .~~ '., .. "" ,. ' ',- ' f r, , . 1 ;:;~) 7 ( ,," '.,-, T \7 ~. " I 0 - ". , \. v , _". ...J ' ''; 0 .A. L. .,-. C> •.I :-J \ ..., v '-' ..4.. ~ .V ' " _. \I...., ) e .r.idit i oncI

'. .:i

by o.n ..:\.mo:cic s.n jounF.,li t:t on 16 J &YllL ,ry 1 9~, 5 . D· I1 r ; '., ,. t 1-11' S
.\ .... L £. t,.; ~

1/ EfJ i tr ~~b0 ZUl' (jc s c h i cl:.to u..d V~) r ;~..cac h i cr.t.c dc r J u l i r o vo1 t c,
e d , on the ,) O-S rs o.L"---6"T-Yrcr::l - s 'ou r cc s-; 13urcd r.)·s·l om'?"r;r S"SUi I-;,t l"{l r
: J t:'~ b U.l t di 8 n s t , 'j i ;:., L.:·l:J. , 19 :::' 4 , p . 26 .

I

2/ I) 1':1;1/,"L'. • . J: .. , 1'2.0 t.o 2 .
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inte r ;" Lew , Hi tI e r is ' s a id to huv c s t.a t.o d tha.t

" Cze c h o s Lo ve i-Le i s an un r.e t.ur a l c r-ca t i o t; of the tr e a.ty
of Vc r s a i Ll e s , a du.lJ t.,er ou s s ) r i r:l. bo o c.. r d and a i r c r sI' f
c a r rier fo r t ho Sov icts ~ hc c or d ing t o t he r e por t of
t he l"l-me r i c an journ al i s t , Hi tl or used t he n fo r the
fi rs t ti~e th8 w~ rj I rotector ~tG ' WhCL speakiG[
of the: r o I rvt i o i , o 6h'T':)Cn \.. :::) r " L ~lny e.nd Cze ch os l ove.ld.:'.. ' I 1/

"1.ftc r t he mi l i t.:.tr ,;t '.' ccupu t i on of Czc ch o s l o v·,:.d i a , "ii t lc r

tl t h i s t o r r i t ory h a s Lu i n i n the 1 i\" i Li:::: spa c ,::: .).f the
GQrmt.Lr~ t?G 'j ,?l :) f or :j , t.hous uu d j :..;. ,;.r s • •• " 2/

and th~t , i L o ccupyi c ~ thG count ry , he only r e a s s e r t e d

t .:;r 0u g,h
u Ll t l l()

t ' ., ..cno 1. ' .·.Z l

for Sud c nbcnl.c r.d , :}..dI!littc J i n c. p u o Li c L c c t.u r-c i lI(; r~ c..t Vi o nna..

on 4 Ear ch 1941 th~t

" us f ... r '.Jc.c k :..S 1 ~) 0 0 - 1 904 h e I'oundc d h i s re. z i p ...r t y
i n Gz c ch o s Lovt.k i. .._ in :. '. t r 0 (: ffi C : t "lith Berlin .m i vri th

t ho onl y u.. i m of d0s troyi L6 t ho:; who le C z ccho sl ov~k

17 Eco r , 30 1945 , p . 5 ( ~h oto s tQt

2/ '~ 'i I Lhc Lns h..I'c i. ,

1 939 ( :i i t I e r I s
1 ' I l ~' '' ('.L.Pr 1 ~. L> ~ ,

;.) P 8C~ C .~ lO S , ·3d •
._--- _ ...

vB l k i s c lL-: r .l.Joob c..chtc r , 3 'j'1'I?r i l
It ..~{ . (; S , p , 1597) .

3/ I b id .
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"On the v~ry day of the occupation of Prague (15 March
1939), representatives of the Deutsohe Bank presente i
themselves at the Bohemian Union Bank in Prague and
proposed to "protect" the interests of the Bohemian
Bank, threatening that the Bank would be considered
a "Jewish enterprise" subject to confiscation i f thei r
offer was rejected . " 1/

The Deutsche Bank had also ready a whole series of

monographs (Oesterreich im Deutschen Wi r t s chaf t s r aum j Das- - - - -- - -
Sudetenland im Deutschen Wirtschafts raurn J Bohmen und Mah r en

lm Deutschen Wi r t s chaf t s r aum) which contained a detailed

analysis of the business facilities and oppo r t unities i n

these countries . 2/

This method was predicated upon f ull -scale collaboration

of the German industrialists , whose enterprises and ho l dings

provided the nuclei of expansion . Many of the most powerful

German industrialists had supported the Nazi movement prio r

to Hitler's rise to power , others followed suit, and, by the

beginning of' the war , the Nazification of German indus t ry had

been completed . The Nazi political leadership was ins trumental

in the f ormulation and implementation of German e conomic

policy in all branches of the war economy . Top Nazis wer e

1/ Czechos Lovakia : Money a nd Banking . Prepared by the Boar d of
Governors of the Federal Res erve Sys tem , May 1945, p. 157.

2/ Copies available .
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sitt i ng on the boar ds o f t htj mo s t i mportant i ndus t r ia l and

commercia l ente r pr i s e s , j us t a s t a p i ndustr i a l i s t s occupie d

l eadi n g posi t i ons i n t he Na z i organi za t i on of the e conomy .

Clo se liai s on exi st ed be twe en i n dus t r y and t he High Command

of t he Wehr mach t . 1/

This ama Lgama't i on be tween t he Na zi po I i tical hi e r archy

and t he indu st ri a l l e ader ship was t he b as is f or t.he Ge rman

exp lo i t a t ion and spoliation of oc cu pied t srr itor i e s . After

t he German cvr mi es had c onquere d t he se t erritorie s , the Haz i,

l e ader sh i p turned o ver t o t he Gorman i ndustri a lists vas t

propert i e s and l abor power as r -ewar -d 1'0l' t heir c oLl cbo r at i.on ,

VI I . THE CONCEPT OF LEBENSR i~UH /'J,TD GROSSH iUi!10RDNUNG

The Na zi oc cupati on poli cy wa s t ho l ogi c al deve lopment

an d t he r e aliz ation of the Nazi con cept of Lebens r aum. In its

basic pr i nc iple s, t h i s pol icy was t hu s no t f'abr i c u't e d 3d hoc ,

but con ce i ved bef orehmld a s pa r t of t he Nazi m~ster p l an f or

t he dominati on of Eur ope .

To show t hi s, it i s necessar y t o f o l low t hG develop-

ment of t he Na zi ide a of l iving space i n its l ater phas e s .

Around 1940 t he German conc ept of Lebens r aum a ssume ci.

1/ The ent i re org an i zat i ona I s tructur e i s de s cribe d in :
Civi l ilffa i r s Han dbook Ge rmany , s ec t i on 2T: Eco n omi c
Cont r ol i n Nazi Ga rmany . 1944 .
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more definite shape and emerge d as meaning the domin~tion

of Europe by Nazi Ge rmany . With t he success of t he fi rs t war

year , the language of the Nazi s bec ame even l es s inhibited

and blunte r . On 14 July 1940, the Frank f ur ter Zeitung de-

clared that the fi rs t phase of t he "Europ e an r evo 1ution"

was c omp Le'ted under t ho i nstrumentali ty of Ge r man arms .

"For the f i rs t timE; i n history the t ask of' the who le
cont inon t f rom its center was conc eived as R politi­
cally membe red ent i t y ; not from the standpoint of ob­
solete rivalr i es but i n or de r to o rgani ze the needs
of nations on t he F~hrer princ i pl e . The nu cleus of
the new order was not changes of f ront ier s , but the
union of t he who le continent und e r Ger ma.n an d Itali an
l e adersh i p, with iJ. clear demarcation and graduat io n of
the r espons i b i lities of its member s . 1I 1/

One day lat er , a Fo re ign Offic e s pokesman t ol d t he

foreign press i n Ber l in that:

"Nobody now cont.e s t s t hat Ge r many an d Italy ar e pre­
destined to r eorganize Europe on a now bas i s . " ' He
f urthe r de c l ared that " Nat.Lon oI ~o c i al is t va lues nr c
of a super-stat e si gn i fic ance and thE; expr e s s ion of
the demands of the 20t h Century, whi l e it is of
dete rminative s ignifi can ce that t he r eorganiz ation
of Europe shou ld be carried ou t pre - eminently und er '
the l e ader ship of the best an d most successful or-
gani z i ng people ." 2/

On 20 Ju ly 1940, it was nnno unce d in Be r l in that Schacht 3/

had comple t ed the t ask ent r us te d t o hi m by Hi t l e r of pr cpar-

1/ Quoted i n Bulle t in of Internu.tionc:..l News , vol . XVII, No . 15, p . 966 .

2/ Quoted i bid.

3/ Furthe r interro g~tion of Schacht is indicQtcd here .
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i n g a plan fo r the pos t-W[~ e c on omi c co -ord ina t i on of t h e

whole of Eur o pe, t o be r e ady f or u s e i n t.he n e ar f u ture . His

p lan was embo d ie d in a memor andum c on s i st i n g o f thr e e p arts :

(1) gen0 r ul p rin cip l e s f or tho r eorg an i zati on of Europe ;

(2) spec ific pr-oj-o s a Ls on curr ency qu e s t i.ons ; ( 3) a p r ogram

of co Lo n .ia I d eve lopment . 1/
On 1 august 1940 , the Be r l i n e r Bors enz e i tun g wr o t o:; tlu 1t the

Ge rman p eople mus t now r is e t o its Eu rop ean missi on . Only n

n a tion cons cious o f' .its Europe rm r e s p o n s ibi I i t ic: s h a d th e

r i ght t o o. p :.~r t i n histori c a l l y co u s t r uc tri.v c wo r k , Hence ,

bo t h France , c orrt.ami.na t.ed by J udaism, r.n d Pluto cratic Engl and

wc r e not en t i t l od to l e a d . The p ~J.p G r added t.hct rll c adc r -

p e opl e s " bo r e the r o s p on s i b i l i t y not on ly f or the i r own

n a t i.on a I destiny but fo r t.h o smal l e r p eople s b e Lori g i.ng t o

t he s ~me Le b unsr aum. 2/

The who 18 c onc e pt i s sUJIlTIwd up i n Da s Ro i c h , wh i ch

declared o n 23 Octobe r 19 40 t h at :

"Our p eop l e a re destined t o b e tho pivot a nd Lea de r s
o f the n ew 1 urop e un o rde r . They must ~tlw~:.ys fight
a ga i n s t the t emptation t o devote thui r ene r g i e s t o til e
good of' ot he r s , Thut t. emp t .ct.Lon W 8.S nevor a s great
as n ow .. " 3/

1/ ~uote d i bi d , p . 9 68 .

2/ ~uoted i bid . , vo L , XVI I , no . 16 , p . 10 36 .

3/ ~uote d i bid . , vo L , XVI I , no . ') 2 p . 1449 f .'"' ,
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This "new Eur ope an order" which was soon taking form

under the Na zi occupation policy was further defined and or-

ganized under the concept of Grossraumordnung (large space

or de r ) . The conception was most fully developed in the yeDr s

1938-1940 by We r ne r Daitz, Reich Commiss ar of the Economic-

Politico.l Offic e of the Reichsleitung of th6 NSD~·Y , and

membe r of t he Reich Economic Council of the Rei ch s le i t ung

of the NSD;i..P . Dn i t z defined the Eur ope an Grossr aum e conomy

emerg ing under h do l r Hi t ler ~s :

"the Rei ch of the Hans e , which e stab l i she d an economi c ,
operational , and cultural order (Wirts chafts - J l~r ­

beits - und Kul t u r k r e i s ) extending fr om the Black--
Se a ove r Danube , Mai n , Rh i ne , Flanders , North Sea,
BQ. l tic Sec., llmen Lak e, Djnep r , Black Sea , and unit ­
ing a l l peoples compris ed in this Vorkehrszirkel
(operQti onal circle) or bo r de r i ng on it , int o one
European Gro s s raum e conomy . " 1/

He s t ated exp l i c i t l y that lithe huro pem continent must r e-

emerge t here whe re , a r ound 1500 , the Hanseat i c Gro s sraum

economy came to an end . II 2/

This whole Eur ope an Grossr aum was t o be divide d

between Ge rman and Itali an l eadership . The Greuter German

Reich had its geo pol i t i ca l basis in the No r do s t s ee r aum

(spac e of the No rth and B-al t i c Se a) with the Ostr aum be ...

1/

2/

" : .Das Neue Europ a , Deut sche s Recht , t~u s gabc A, X, no . 49,
1940, p . 2083 .

Ib i d , , p , 2084 •
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l o ngin g to its "Li.vi.n g and e co n omi c sp a ce , II whi l e Fas c i s t

Italy domin a t ed t h e Mediterra n e an spa c e. 1/

I n h is a r t i c le of 193 2, whi ch wa s r eprint ed in 1938

(s 8 e VI I a bo ve ) , D8. i tz ma d e i t p erfect l y c l e ar t h a t the e c onomi c

inte g r at i o n i n t o Gro s s r aum sp ac es wa s a t the s ame t ime t o b e

a politi cal i nte gratio n since :

"It is n ec e s s a r-y f or ever y n a t ion th~i. t its sp a ce of
e conomi c a u tar c hy , th~t i s , eve r y t h i n g tha t i t n 0 0ds
f o r t h e ma i n t e n ance o f its e co nom i c and state - pol itical
i n de pe n d e nc e, lie wi t h in i t s po l i t i ca l f r on t i e r s . " 2/

Th e s ame a r t i c le out lined t h e d i r ec tion of t h e Ge r m811

Ostr a um po l i cy a s t he :

" a c t i vat i cn o f t h e en ti re belt o f s t u t.c s f r o :'":'! Latvia
dOVIn to t. ho Black Se a . " 3/

and deman ded t he bu i ldin g u p of a s t r ong n avy f or th::: pro t e c t ion

o f this Os traum po l i c y :

.~ I ~ h~der n o cir cumstanc e s c an Ge r man y n e g l ect bui l ding
'-lp i t s navy s o tILl t i t c an Cl.t ':1TIY ti !11.-:: b o.r ( s p erre n )
the Soun d , the ~ trait s , and t h e Nor t h Sea-Bal t i c
Canal , t h e g i:l te s t o Ge rmariy t s f utu r e l i vi n g an d
e conomi c s pace , the Os t.r a um, II 4/

-------
I b i d . , o. l s o We r ne r Da i tz , II i ~U S senh ande 1s po Ii t i l-: uri c 08 ­
t r au mpoli t ik " , Del' 1i"[e g zu r vo ~;1klschen ' ! l rt ~ cF) arc-und ~

Europa e i sc118n Oro s s r-aumwi r t .sch ur't , Dr e s de n , 19 ~) 8 . , vo 1 . I I :
De u t s ch l a nd und di e Eu r a p n.e i sche Gro ss r n.u r.1wi r ts cha ft ,p .72 ff . ­
Da i t z' a r t i cl e 1/[[(3r epr i n t e d from Nat i ona l a o z i nLi s t i s che r
vYi r t s ch a f t s d i e n s t , no . 23 , 3 Oc tobe r 1932 . .- - - - -

2 II nh d 1 1 . k . 0 t I' ~ ., ff • t " 4• ..\.u S s 8 an e spo i tl uno s r [i.umpo l l, l K 5:.E.'~. , p . { •

3/ I b i d ., p . 73 .

4/ I b i d., p . 73 ,
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Wh i le :hus proclaiming their "missi on" to dominate

Europ e , the Nazi s did not neglect t o continue their pr ep ar a-

tions f or t he inco rpo r ation a f' It adjacent" il.f r i can t e r ritory

into the Eur opean Gros s r aum, On 29 ..:"pr i l 1941 , the app o i nt -

ment of Gene ral vo n Epp a s Min i s te r for Colonies was an-

n ounc ed , On the s ame day , a Government spoke sman stated that

Ge rmany had for years been making t he most systematic pr e-

parations for the admi.n i s t.r c ti on of a vast ,·...frican empi re as

an adj unc t t o Europe . 1/

Some stat ements by the Nazi l eaders i nd icat0 that,

in their mind , the German "mission" had as sumed the fo rm,

not onl y of European , but even of wo r l d l eadership . For

example , in an ad dres s t o students in Ber l in , Go ebbels claimed

as ear l y as 14 June 1939 that "not Great Brit ain but Germany

should rul e t he world ." 2/

Hans Frank , the Go ver nor Gener al of Poland, declar ed on 21

De cember 19 41 i n Crac ow that

"It is the gre ~lte s t gi f t of he aven t o be ab le t o call
one se l f a German , an d we a re pr oud t o mas te r the wor l d
as Ge rman s . Today /. do Lf Hi tIer is call ed upon t o be
the l e ader of ~ne world - unh ampered by an yone ; " 3/

1/ Bul le t in of Intbrnational News . , vo l . XVI I I , No . 10,
r - 653 .

2/ Quo ted ibid . , vo L, ·"·VI , no . 13 , r - 674 .

3/ Quo t ed ibid . , vol . XVII , no . 26 , p . 1737 .

SEC RET



SECRET

The i de a of a Eur op e an Gros s r a lL':lo r dnung under Ge rma ll

domi n ation b e c ame an e s t ab l i s h e d f act o f Na z i policy, a nd the

Naz is ann o un c e d t h at the f act was mt:c.lnt t o s t ay . Fo r ex ampl e ,

i n 19 40 , t he De ut s ch e ·.\.us l andswi s s ens cha f t l i che I n s t i t ut

(I n stitu t e f or Re s ear ch on Fo r e i gn Countrie s ) ar r ung e d a

s e r i es of l ectur e s on Pr ob l eme des Euro p a i s c h e n Gr c s swi r t s c h nf t s -

r a umc s , The Institute was t ho nu c Le un of Of'f'Lc c VI I o f the

Se c ur i t y Se r v i c e o f the Re i chsfuhr c r SS , h e a de d by Fr a n z /1.1-

f r e d Six , who was Li. t the S aT!1. 1,) t i mG the h e a d o f the Ku ltur-

politisch e , ~ te i lung i n t h e Fo r e i gn Office . Th e l ectur e s were

pub l is h e d i n 19 43 i n a s ~ri es edi ted by Six . They contai n the

f ollowin g sta t ement s :

r'I!~~~thin i t s n ew I'r on t.i cr s Gr e ate r Ge rm any wh ich , D. f tc r
t he vic to ry of i t s a rm s , i ~ e n t i t le d to t he polit ic al ,
economic , an d cultur nl l e a dership i n the .tJurop e nn
space t ogeth er wi th it s .ix l s p ar t.n e r , must mi l i t.ar i Ly,
mi li t ar y - e c onomica ll y (wehrwirt s ch a f t l i cll), and moral l y
b e an d r erne.. in so stro ng ths.t a ny attempt to change t his
s t ate of affa i rs t lrr ough i n t r a - o r ex t ra ~urop e an

f o r ces i s ..1:: priori withou t a chan c e of s ucc e s s , II 1/

li The Cent r a l Eu r opean ~p o.c e , e e s c n t i a l I y the Gr ca t cr­
Gorman Rei ch wi t h a t p r e sen t 880 ,000 s quare k i l ome t e r s
a n d 112 mi l l io n inh ab i t n.nts , is n ot o n l y goo gr a phi c a l l y
and polit i c o.lly, but a l s o e conomi c o.. l l y the n at.ur a I
c en t er of g r avity f or c onti nontal Eur ope ••• ~ bt o.b l c
fo und o..t ion f or t h e e c onornic r corG:u li zation o f Euro pe
i s f i r s t p r-o v.i dc d chi ofl y by t h e c o oper ation o f the
Cent r a l a n d South Eas to rn Eu r opo un space wh i.ch is t o a

1/ Pr ob l emo de s Eu r op ni s chen Gros svlir t s cha f t s raurrlo s , Be r-Li.n ,
1946, p . ~
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great extent independent of Great Britain and Over­
seas and whi ch is economically stable 1tith South
Europe. From this foundation can t hen be undertaken
a cautious incorporation (Einbau) i nto the new order
of t he North - and We s t European spaces (Teilrawne).
whi ch are strongly sensitive to crises ." 'J:./
These statements -- and the quotations from Werner Daitz

al so show tilat t he idea of t he New Order a s Grossraumerdnung'

cont ained from the very beginning the Nazi policy of economic

expans i on and integration as it developed under the Nazi occu-

patrion , y
VIII . UNLAVWUL ELEME NTS OF ~-Z I OCCUPATION POLICY

A. Gene r al

DRitz f exposi t i on r eveals the chief e lement s whi ch become

basic for the Nazi occupation policy : the ide o. of the " l eadi ng

nat i on" (the Greater Germc..n Rei ch ) wi t h the mission of " or gani zi ng"

the Eu r ope n.n Gr os s r awn on the economi c , politicfLl , n.nd culturnl

l evels; and t he division of t he Gr os sraum into (a) the lending

na.t i on ' s OVal autnr ki c living spac e, (b) thi s nation ' s ec onomi c

livi ng s p nc e , whi ch , after acquisition from vri, thout, is to be
bordering on the

include d in i~s nQtionnl fronti ers , ffild (c) the territories /

11 Ibid . pp . 30-31.
Y See next chapter" and the war- crimes paper "Cr i mi nal

Responsibilities ' i n Connection wi t h Planning and Execution
of Occupation Policy" , R&A Report No . 3113 .
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n oti on a l end c co norm c l i v ine: spnc e , This c on ocption 'N a. S C~': -

p l i c itly t i c d u p ...vi t h Na z I o c c up .rt i.cn po Li cy by h ..r n e r Bi:; s t , 1/

wh o a l so p Lay c. d an Lmpo r t arrt p a r t i n i t s cxcc u t i on , ( He wos

ch i cf 0 f the Ci v i l ....dmi n i s trnti oE i ll o c cup i.c d ir anc e , and

GG rmc-.n P l enipo t e n t i rlry i n Dennw. r k . ) 1"1'OJ!! t hi ,'; co n c cpt l'm.S

de r i v ed the i J u ;, of diff0 r (;nti'o~1 t :n :.- a t n E-Jn t f o r the diffurcnt

p c o p Lc s i n thG Gr o s s r-aum: tho pe pul '.t i on i jl t.h.. " r- uc i a I c o r e: II

o f Lh o livin t: i;;i p:.? CO of t hs If I V lCU n c nat .L(~n if W !.lS "CO r c oc i ve

b vt·t;d' t r u atmcnt ::m d , a cco r- d i n gIy , E~ 111 G11(;r f orm 01' udmi n i s -

rrithhc ld from t he p op u lat i on i n t.l. .. man. r t..J T:'l ()t l. p a. r t s of th i.;

G-r' 0 S S l' e.um• Th is r (;quiru d C'.. v a r i c 'ty o f t ype s of' .idmi n i s t r n-

tio n o f t he; occup i ed b ::'r r ito ri c s , r f ~n g in c a Ll t b u 1,".,'.'ly f rom EUl

ll o.1 1i 8.1~ C (; cdrm ni s t .r-vtLon " w.it.h ~ i. c e r t oi u ~'.m ()un t o f' i:::1d8p l..na.0nc o

fo r the admaul s t .ere d count r-v, down t o '1 "co Lon i a I »dmini s -

1:11 1 P O V! 8 l' ~3 i n t h e lu .n d s o f ths

.l.T R Z i Go v : rn rnon t . " Ic- /

,:.c c o r cU n g t o '"fcrncr bes t , t h e G0rm~m pco p l e 1/','[1 8 c . t l Lc d

upon t e· r-u l o ( :'; "'i.ltcn ) n o t on ly O VlT "d t s own f olkis h or de r

but ('.1 s o 0 V G1" , t llv mazriFo l d P:.r t s of Co g 1'(l'~'ri ng if (.;1'0 s s r l::urno r d-

1/ II ," . • , It Ii t r • t } . l"t f...nL'l' o ss rnumo r dn Ull[.' un o l,rr o ss r CLWilvc; r WL, 'UYll;, L,U l SC 1rl ' r ur'
Po litik, H14:1 j ,I Cfr u n cf1Llg\.- 11 (; i n L. r do u 't.s c hc n Cl'os s r8.ur:",v\,., r - -
we"ltul1 C:: , if "in : 2c s t ::.'lbL.' fu r ll \",i !J.r i c :il liinmL .r , l) . .rm s tfld t ,•..J '--' _

"="l"'="'o-:'t.L-::"l-=p Li '~ 1'1'"
v!.,.Io. , . :r' "I •

2/ I bid .
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nung. " Thi s tremendous t ask did no t a l low o.f nny "division

or spl i t t i ng-up" of adm i n i s t r a t i ve f unct i ons : t o the rul od

poop l es , th e:; ru l i ng power of t ho Gc r rn an nation h ad r ather to

demonstrate itself as a unifi ed Lllld centr alized powe r . 1/

The " Lc ad i.ng nati on" would oxer ci se power over -a Ll spheres

of publ i c l ife an d poss ess lItots.l l e adersh i p" ( Toto.litnt dar

F\ihr ung ) , which i nc ludes admini st r at ion a s we l l a s politischc

Men s che nf uhr ung . 2/

Strippod of its metaphys i ca l t erminology , thi s meant

tha t t he " l e ading ne tri on " had the r Lght , ove n the "mission" ,

t o use a l l mat8r i al and human r esource s with in th8scope of

i ts Gro ss raum f or t he pr e ser vat i on of its ovm dominant posi-

tion . The entire poli tic al , cultura.l , an d e comomi c l i f e of

the "rul ed peopl e s " had t o be gear ed t o the r equir ements of

the " l e ading n at i on . " If t hi s nati on wer e at war , the ent i r e

population of the Gro s sr aum would have t o work f er its war

effor t :

" The t a sk of Gro s sraumwi r t scha f t , wh i ch i s c oming
into its s t ri de , is t o mobi l i ze a l l tho people i n this
spa ce . It mus t be expressly pointed out that none of

1/ We r ner Bes t , Fes t gabe f{ar l1e i nr i ch Himrnl er , l ac . ci t . ,
p . 3 7 .

2/ ;..r t hur Seys s - I nqua r t , "Di e poli tische ....uf go.be des Re i chs ­
kommiss ars , " Zei t s chr i f t f\.~·r voilkische Ver fassung und Ver -
wal t ung , 1942, vo L , VII , P:-III . - - -
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the countries belonging t o t hi s sp ace will be a l l owed
t o stay a s i de . " 1/

This mobiliz e.tion is to be carried through wi t ho ut 11 0 b so-

Le t e " consider ati ons f or the standard of livin g o f the

popul ation in these countries :

"The o bso lete views c oncerning the maintenance
of the pre sent standard of living , which ar e held,
f or instance , i n the countrie s o f western and northern
Europe , ar e no l on ge r of Lmpo r t unc e an d c an not be
r ecogn i ze d by us . The necessity of mobilizing all
efforts f or the W~l.r dominates the pres ent hour . 11 2/

The Nazi s r ecogniz ed neither internQtional nor nati onal

liffiitations upon t he f orcibl e , compulsory i nc orporation of

the o ccupied t erritor i es into the Ger man wur mach ine , The

degre e of te r ro r and compulsion app l iod i n t he impl ementation

of the Nazi me asures var ie d wi~h the deg ree of nati ve

coope r a t i on end r e s i s t .ence , Howev rr , tho f ollowing illegal

and c r i.rm.nal me asures wert) app l ied cve rywh e r e in pu r suan ce

o f the Nazi oc cuput ion policy :

(1 ) Forcible ev i ct ion und doportati on of the
popul ation bey ond "mi Li t cl.ry necessity ."
many c a sos , the Lan d and the pr operty 0 f
ev i cte d were awar de d t o Nazi s o r t o Nazi
pathize rs in tho o ccupied c ountr i es .

native
In
t.he

SYm- ,

1/ The Prc s i dcrrt of t he Homb ur-g Chamb er of
New Yoar 's gat he r i ng , 1943. Quot ed in :
i sh) Br.s i c H E'11dbook , Part III , p . 3 .

Commerce ,
Germnny :

a t a
(Brit-

2/ Ibid .
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(2) 1Y.hole sa l e confiscation of prop erty (state as
wel l as private) .

(3) Spoliation and expl oi t at i on of the occupied
countries beyond llmilitary necessityll in favor
of German business, Nail Party and government
officials, Na zi co Ll. u oc ...·ationists, etc .

(4) Punitive measures against the civilian popula­
tion of the occupied countries: indiscriminate
killings, shooting of hostages, burning down of
houses and vill ages, internment, torturing, star­
vation, et c .

(5) Unlawful tr oatmant of military personnel belong­
ing to the occupi ed countries .

Documentation on tho criminal character of the Nazi

occupation policy is provided in the war crimos paper

"Criminal Responsibilities in Connection with Planning and

Execution of Occup ation Policyll R&A Report No . 3113 . Crimi-

nul methods were us ed in all forms of Na zi administration of

occupi ed countries, but they were made the v ery principle of

administration in t he form described by Be st as lfcolonial

administr ation\l (soo abovo ) and applied chiefly to the

occupied East or n European territories . Best described the

principles of this form of adrm.n'i e'tr atri on as follows :

"The l aw of the colonial administration is posited
vdthout limitations by the govornment of the leading
nation or its colonial authoriti es a s the immediate
right of the l eading nation•••••As r egards the
pres ervation of the natives (Eingeborene), it should
b e not ed that ac cor di ng to exp erienc e, they react against
l ebensfeinQlich~(life-destroyin~) measur es of the colonial
a dmi n i st rat i on by dying out (Aussterben) ,since they are
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unab l e t o offe r r e s i s t an ce. " 1/

B. Political Controls

The Naz i 0 ccupation po licy was g(;ared not on l y to full

admi n i s t.r-u't i v e but a l s o t o full politic al control . 2/ Di r ect

control by the Na z i Pa r t y md its a f f i l iate s over the occupied

t erritories was a ch iev e d through the e s t a b l i shmen t of ..l.rbeit -

sbereiche Cictivity Sphe res) 0 r , i ll the incorporu ted a re a s ,

Gau e of t he NSDAP , The fi rst of thes G i°J..c t i v i ty Sphe r-es was

e s tab l i s hed in the Gove rnment Goneral on 6 May 1940 . 3/

The administrative setup in the o cc u p ied t erritories

shows that t h e t er r or i s t i c machine was f r om the be ginning con-

coived a s an inte gral p ar t of the a dmi n i s t rat i on . This is

demonstrated by th e f act that the Highe r SS a ut ho r i t ie s we r e

s uper i mposod upon t he gener al a dmin i s br- u't i.on, r esponsibl e

di r e ctly t o HdrrmLe r , 4/ I n most cas es , the Higher SS an d

Police l e aders a l s o he l d the o f f i ce of Public Safe t y in the

c cntr- a l a drni.ni stra tiv e machinery of the r e s pe c t i ve countries .

We rne r Bes t , Festgabc fJ~r Heinrich Himmle r , 0.,E .cit . ,p .58 .---""'--- -- - - -

Se c VI II 1\. above , c spcc i.a Ll y th e stett.ornerrt o f Says s - Inquart .

Dus Rocht des Gen e ralgouvornemonts , Cra cow, 19 41 , P > ~ 'J..--
180.

Se e the interro gati on of Kar:1 He rmann Frank , qu. oto d
above , VI , B 1 C.
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As ear l y as 1939, t he Higher SS and Police Le aders were made

r e s ponsib l e fo r Ge rman i za t ion in a l l t erritories al re ady

annexed or to be annexe d, and i n the s umo year Ri mmler hims elf

was appointed Rei ch skommi s sar f~r die Fe s t igung des Deutschen

VolkstWTIS (Reich Commiss ar f or the strengthening of German

Fol kdom ) .l/This agency conducted to a great extent the policy

of Ge rmanizat ion of t he o ccu pied countries.

One of the chie f inst r ument s of German i zat ion was

the Deutsche Vo lksl i s t e ( Gorman Racial Regi ster ) , whicn es -

t ab l i shed i n the o ccupied t erritori es f our categories of

candi dat e s for German citizenship, wi t h v arying privileges

and dutie s , 'I'he Racial Reg i ste r was determined by the

Rei ch s f Uhrer SS i n his cap acity as -'si ch Commiss ar f or the

St rengthening of German Folkdom, an d by the Rei ch Mi n i s te r of

t he I nt erior. 2/ For de tails of the Germanization procedures,

s ee war cr ime s paper on "Criminal Responsibiliti es in Con-

nec t ion with Planning and Exe cu t ion of Occup ation Policies,"

R & .Ii Report No . 3113 .

C. Economic E xplo i t ation

Terror i st ic po l i t i ca l controls ove r the occupied t erri-

1/ Organisat ionsbuch dor NSDAP, 1943, p. 314 .

2/ Reichsgesetzblat t 1941, I, pp.118-1 20 f or the Eastern
te rritories . I n the Rei chsgau Warthe lan~ , t he Rac i a l
Register was es tablished a s ear ly a s 1939: Verordnungs­
blatt des Rei schs statthCt l t ers i m Rei ch sgau War thelmld,
!lO. 0 , 1§39, p. 51
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tories were supplemented by a tight net of e co nomi c con-

trols, adapte d t o and even integrated i nto the pat te r n of

control that prevailed in Ge rmany . Thes e controls were exe r -

cised thr ough clos o coop eration and co ordination of agen cie s

of the Nazi Government and of the ")I f - gove rnment system of

business which was set up i n 1943 . Wi t h i n thi s fr amework of

organi zat ion , the ent i re economy of the 0 cc up i ed countri e s

was compulsorily organi ze d a nd made the o r gan of Nazi spoliati on

&n d exp lo i tat ion . The large Gorman industrial and commerci al

ente r pr i se s were the chief beneficiaries of t hes e a ct i vi t ie s :

tho Rei chs ve rE: i nigungen , the German compulsory pe ak cartels, were

en t r us ted wi t h th e task of "or gani z i n g" Europe an r es ources , and

Lnnume r ab I e Ge rman fi rms op erated in the occup ie d countries ,

e i the r di re c t ly o r t hrough branches and sub s i.dd ar- Lcs ,

The po l i cy of e conomi c spoliati on and exp lo i tat ion was

dotermi ne d by c entr al Germ an agen cie s . The mos t i mportant one s

we r e :

(1)

( 2)

(3)

Delegate f or the: Four Year Plan ( Ggring) . Aut h­
or i zr:t ion was g iven , o r . a s sumed , among o t.her-s ; in
the "Decrce on the Planne d Ut i l i zr... t ion of the Oc­
cupied We- s tern Territories f or the Ge rman War Eco nomy "
( 26 llUgu st 1940) 1/ an d in the "Decre e on tho
Utiliz atio~.?f t ho OccuRie d Eastern Territorios f or
the German da r Economy . ' (29 July 1941) . 2/

Speer 's Mi n i s t r y f or .u-mamen t m1d , ·~r ~-i. r Production ,
op8 rat i ng mainly throl.J ~ · l: Ar mamcrrt Inspectors .

Seve r al ReLch Commissioners and Insp,ectors ,
di rect l y r esponsible t o Hi t ler or Gd rin g.

1/

2/

Vier~ alnesplQE dir cchiro # 1439 5, quoted i n Kommentarfui
TIi r t schaf sge set zgc br i ng .

Refe r rod t o in Th0 n0 i l ung s Blut t de s '.-ri r t sdnf t s - und
Rir ste inssani~OKY, 1942 , p . 83 .
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