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PUBLIC ACTS
OF THE

THIRTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE

OF THE

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

Passed at their Fourth Session which was begun and held at the 
City of Monrovia. County of Montserrado, the Second Monday in 
October A D 1938 and adjourned without day on the 17th day of 
December A D 1938

CHAPTER I

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE TRAVEL EXPENSES OF
THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL LEGISLATURE

H /.s enacted by the Senate (nut House of Representative* of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled'.

Section 1. That from ami immediately after the passage 
of this Act. tin- travelling allowance of the Members of the 
Legi-lature to and from Session shall be in accordance with thw
following schedule:

I'rom Montserrado County $10.00
From Maryland County 72.0(1
From Smoe County 19.(is
From < i rami Bassa County 13.92
I'rom (iraini Cane Mount County 43.92
From Territory of Marshall 10.00

Section 2 In the event the passage rate- ,n ships to and 
from the several Counties should at any time exceed the present 
existing passage rates, the President shall be authorized to 
instruct the Secretan ot tile lrousurv to pay each individual



•?

Member of the Legislature in addition a sum sufficient to cover 
t,hn increased cost.
f

Section 3. Such Members of the Clerical Staff of each House, 
i tcluding the Sergeants-at-Arm and Chaplains, as arc not residents 
in or about the Capital shall be entitled to receive travelling ex­
penses at the rate of ten cents ($0.10) per mile.

Section +. All laws, or parts of laws conflicting with the 
provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed.

Section 5. This Act shall take effect immediately and be 
published in hand-bills.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved October 31, 1038.

CHAPTER II.

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION XXXIX OF THE ACT ENTITLED 
"AN ACT RELATING TO MATRIMONIAL CAUSES" PASSED 
AND APPROVED FEBRUARY 24TH 1936

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
this Act, Section 30 of the Act referred to in the preamble 
hereof be and the same is hereby amended by ado inf the 
following:

“Provided, however, that this shall apply only in cases of 
divorce where the ground of action is aduliery.”

Section 2. This Act sh ill take effect imme Lately and be 
published 'in hand-bills.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding 
Approved November 20, 1038.
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AN )aCT 
LIBERIA

CHAPTER III

AMENDATORY TO THE STATUTE 
RELATING TO APPEALS.

LAWS OF

H is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. L Hat from and hiut the passage of this Act, 
that portion of Section 2, of “An Act Amendatory to the Act 
Establishing the .Judiciary and Fixing the Powers Common to 
the several Courts and Amending the Acts Regulating Appeal”, 
approved .January 13. 1894, as set forth the causes for dismissal 
of an appeal, and as contained in Section 430. page 497 of the 
first volume of the Revised Statutes he so altered and amended 
as to read:

“That no act nor omission of a Judge nor any officer of 
Court shall affect the validity of an appeal, but such act. 
mistake or negligence shall be remedied by some appropriate 
order of the appellate court so as to promote substantial 
justice

“That the appellate court might dismiss an appeal upon 
motion properly taken for any of the following reasons only:

1. Failure to file approved Bill of Exceptions.
2. Failure to file an approved Appeal Bond or where 

said bond is fatally defective.
3. i''aiiure to pay cost of lower Court.
4. Non-appearance of Appellant.”

Section 2. This Act shall take effect immediately and 
be published in hand hills.

Any law or part of laws conflicting with the provisions 
of this Act he and the same are hereby repealed

Approved 21 si, November 1938.

/

i
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CHAPTER IV.

AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 1414 OF THE REVISED 
STATUTES.

/£ is enacted by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of the Uei>ubH<- of 
Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and after the publication of this Act, 
Section 1414 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended to reads

“The corporate powers of each township shall be exercised 
by a Commissioner who shall be appointed to office by the Pre­
sident of the Republic and shall serve during the pleasure of 
the President; and in addition to the said Commissioner, the 
affairs of each township shall be conducted by the following of­
ficers. viz:

A Town Clerk 
A Treasurer

r
Three (3) Road Overseers
Three (3) Constables, all of whom shall as hereto­
fore be elected by the Annual Township Meeting.

Section 2. All duties, privileges and authority heretofore 
vested in the three Commissioners are hereby delegated to the single 
Commissioner appointed as provided herein, ami he shall make 
quarterly reports of his administrative acts to the Secretary of 
the Interior in Montserrado County, , r County Superintendent 
of his County and render from time to time such other report* 
as may be required of him.

All laws to the contrarv notwithstanding.

Approved 21st November, 1988.



CHAPTER V.

AN ACT EXTENDING THE JURISDICTION 
PAL COURTS IN COMMONWEALTH AND 
TRICTS IN THIS REPUBLIC IN ACTIONS OF 
REPLEVIN, TROVER AND SLANDER

OF ALL MUNICI- 
MUNICIPAL DIS- 
DEBT, DETINUE,

// As enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the. Republic of 
Liberia in l.iyislature assembled:

Section I. That from and after the passage of this Act the 
jurisdiction of all Magistrates in Municipal Courts in Common­
wealth and Municipal Districts in this Republic shall he extended 
to three hundred dollars (S:’,00.(Hl in actions of debts, detinue, 
rcnlevin an 1 trover.

Section 2. Sain Municipal Courts -hall also have jurisdiction 
to try, uni determine actions of slander provided always that 
the damages awarded shall in no case exceed one hundred 
debars 'SlOO.bO)

.Vnv law to the c ..ntrarv notwithstanding. 
A '

Annroved November 21, l'.K»s.
\4
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CHAPTER VI.

AN ACT AMENDING AN ACT ENTITLED AN ACT TO REPEAL 
THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ROBERTSPORT AND CREAT­
ING THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF ROBERTSPORT, COUNTY 
OF GRAND CAPE MOUNT. PASSED AND APPROVED JANUARY 
27. 19)6

// / > enacted htj Ua Senate and Haust af /te/u'esentatice* of the llepahlic
of Ldnrta in Letf i slat a t'e a ssc nddedz

Sect i m 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
• >f this Act. tie- Act creating the Municipil District of Roberts, 
oiin. Gran: Cane \1 milt County, be md the same is hereby 
,i mended as I dims;

■section 2. I . at the Mimic.pai Coma shall have, besides the 
emeu rent piri'; iv i>n conferred Io, law exclusive jurisdiction over 
the folh u a i ca Uses i l h in : he M u I ocl t a 1 Dist l td of R« 1 >«• l st port:

(ai Exainit. :ti n of all cr.minal cases above the jurisdiction 
id' a .lil'tice of the De lia- to ttv and determine.
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(h) All .Revenue cases other than real estate, where the 
amount involved does not exceed ten dollars (.$10.00)

(c) All violation of Sanitation laws and regulations, and
(d) All violation of Municipal Ordinances. Violation of 

Revenue and Sanitation laws and regulations to be tried in a 
summary manner.

Section 3. The Municipal Court Clerk shall keep a record 
of all cases tried and determined in said court, and make a month­
ly report to the Bureau of Internal Revenue of all Goverment 
tax fees, fines and forfeitures imposed by said court. He shall 
also be required to make a quarterly report to the Circuit Court 
at the first day’s sitting of said court of all cases disposed of in 
the Municipal Court; all Government tax fees, lines and forfeitures 
imposed. Said leport shall be approved by the Police Magistrate. 
Failure to report as herein required, the Municipal Court Clerk 
shall be fined in a sum not to exceed ten dollars (§10.00) for 
each failure.

Section 4. The Chief of Police shall be required to make 
a quarterly report to the Circuit Court on the first day’s sitting 
of said court, showing the number of writs served, the amount 
of Government tax tees, fines and forfeitures collected and de­
posited, and other disposition made of writs or warrants served 
by him. He shall also be required to make a monthly renorr 
to the Bureau of Internal Revenue of all Government tax fees, 
fines and forfeitures collected and deposited. Pailure to report as 
herein provided, he shall be fined in the sum of not more than 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) in the discretion of the Circuit Judge. 

Section 5. The Officers of the .Municipal District of Roberts-
port shall receive the following salaries of not more than:-

Commissioner §300.00 per annum
Inspector of Police 150.00
Chief of Police 150.00 ( < * •
Police Magistrate 200.00 • <
Municipal Court Clerk 120.00 i i ‘‘

(with legal fees)
Municipal Clerk 100.00 it t.
Policemen 4S.00 (each) per annum

The annual salaries shall be fixed from year to year by budget 
submitted by the Commissioner and approved by the President
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of Liberia. and shall in no wise exceed the amounts above stated 
at least :><) of all revenues collected in. and allocated to the Mu- 
nieipti District of Holier,sport shall he appropriated for public 
works.

S»‘eti ai b. This Ac» shall take effect on the first dav of 
January A. D. I!).!!), and -hall he published in hand-hills.

An\ law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved November 21. 193*.

CHAPTER VII

"\A,\PTE OF CONFIDENCE EXTENDED HIS EXCELLENCY 
EDWIN BARCLAY. PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, 
B5, THE NATIONAL LEGISLATURE OF LIBERIA. FOR AND ON 
BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA FOR 

I HF SATISFACTORY MANNER IN WHICH HE HAS CONDUCT­
ED THE AFFAIRS OF STATE DURING HIS INCUMBENCY

Whereas, I mm the year A. I). 1030 up t > the present Honor­
able Edwin Barclay, as President, has justified the confidence 
retos»‘ii in him ly the iteple ol this Republic. and

W Ir-ieas. during the greater nortion of said tenure of office 
the llepuhlic was caused to lace wine of the most complicated 
ami ilficuit situations she has ever experienced in her inter- 
nati uial relationship with foreign powers to the extent of threaten­
ing- her very existence a- a free State, and

W liereas. through the keen statesmanship of the said President 
Edwin Barclay, acting under the guidance of an ever directing 
Providence, he was aldi* to iii--ipate the clouds that darkened 
our National atmosphere and to lead us our of them • oy re- 
e-laldi-hing international continence, testa cl and g'ood-w ib u all 
sides, and

Whereas. i’ie-.ident Daictax s breanmint ei.ness and farseeing 
ieade -hip ha- greitly improve! the economic conditions of the 
count-y. ami t- doing everything in his power to make the people 

f tilt' Republic -el t--u pport ing and prosperous by encoiuaging
industry a i thrift throughout the land, ami



Whereas, by a judicious study and handling of the several issue* 
u affecting the internal relationship of the several units composing 

the citizenry of the Republic he is bringing about a closer and 
sympathetic touch and understanding each with the other, and 
all into a solid homogeneous entity than ever before, in uliicli 
composition and reciprocity of feelings and action lies the suc­
cess, prosperity and security of the nation.

Therefore it is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled:-

Section 1. That for and on behalf of the people of the 
Republic of Liberia, a vote of confidence be, and the same is 
hereby extended His Excellency Edwin Barclay, President of 
the Republic of Liberia, for the aide and satisfactory manner in 
which be has conducted the affairs of this Republic from the 
year 1930 up to the present.

Section 2. That because of the confidence which hi' past con­
duct of the affairs of State justifies, we, the legally constituted 
representatives of the people of this Republic, do hereby in their 

'name and on their behalf pieige a loyal and sympathetic sup­
port to ami cooperation with alibi' future effort' that will be 
'advanced from time to time su long .as rbe\ tend to enhance the 
juccess. prosperity and perpetuity of tile Republic of Liberia.

Section 3. That a copy of these Resolutions be borne to 
His Excellency the President of Liberia by a Committee of eleven 
consisting of five Senators and six members of the House of 
Representatives to be appointed by the ^residing officer of un-h 
House With the compliment' >f the National Legislature of Li­
beria. (i) That a copy of -aid Resolutions be filed in the 
Archives of the Republic in the Pen irtment of Suite, (jj) Th u 
a copy be published in the "Weekly Miro,” for general informa­
tion as early as practicable.

ADOPTER BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OK 
AND HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES OP TflP 
OP LIBERIA.
r

senate
REPUBLIC

December 9. 193S.
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CHAPTER VIII

A>' ACT REPEALING AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT AP 
PROVING THE MINING AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO BE­
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
AkND THE NOORD EUROPEESCHE ERTS EN PYRIET MAATSC 
HAPPY AND DATED AUGUST 23RD. t937." APPROVED DE­
CEMBER 9. 1937, AND AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT TO 
EXPLORE OTHER MEANS OF EXPLOITING THE IRON ORE 
DEPOSITS OF LIBERIA

Whereas, it having appeared that the conditions laid down 
in the Act approveu December 9, 1937. by which the Legislature 
gave approval to a proposed agreement between the Govern­
ment of Liberia and the Xoord Europeesche Erts En Pvriet 
Maatschappy, subject to certain limitations and conditions set 
out in said Act, have proved unacceptable to the said Xoord 
Europeesche Erts En Pvriet Maatsehappy; and

Whereas, there does not anpearany justifiable reason for a 
modi beat ion ot the term* set out in said Act: Therefore

R t.s emteled hy the Semite nnd House nt tiep re seti t ntieen of the Repubtti 
n' l.dierin ill l.etjis/nt n fe nssemblul:

Section 1. That the Aer entitle.i: "An .vet approving the 
Mining Agreement entered into between the Government of the 
Republic of Liberia anti the Xoord Europeesche Erts En Pyriet 
Maatschappy an: dated August PAru. 1937” approved December 9. 
19’.7, be and tiie same is herein reoealed.

Seen n 2. that the Legislature hereby express their dis- 
ipnrovai ,f th- terms of tile proposed Agreement entered into 
between rim Government ot Liberia amt the Xoord Europeesche 
Ert* En P\ Get Maatschappy. and of the modifications suggested 
thereto In the said Xoord Europeesche Erts En Pyriet Maatsc- 
it a ppx .

Section 3. That as the exploitation of the iron ore deposits 
f the Republic i* considered e-sential to the economic develop­

ment of tiie State, the Pre*i lent be ami he is hereby authorized 
expi re other means of securing tiie exploitation of the iron* 

ore Deposits of me Republic on terms acceptable to the Legislature'
..! Liberia.

Ani taw to tile contrary n itwithstau iing.

Approved Dec mber 12, 193S
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A3T T3 BONDS OF PUBLIC SERVANTS AND »
OFFICIALS.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That on and afrer date of the approval of this 
Act, action by the Republic of Liberia to establish the proof or 
disproof of the authenticity of the violation of a bond executed 
in favour of the Republic of Liberia by public servants and 
officials, shall be instituted in a Circuit Court and heard by the 
Judge summarily.

Section 2. The violation of the obligation of a bond by any 
public servant or official, as provided in Section 2. of an Act, 
entitle!: “An Act amending Section 36 of the Revised Statutes 
of Liberia Relating to Bonis of Public Servants and Officials 
approved January 20. 1036. shall be pesumed to have been

’ established should such public servant or official faii to pro luce « 
on demand by the Government, or ns dull authorize i "epresenta- 
tive, ail public funds, revenue stamps, postage stamp-. Govert -

J inent obligations, or other property of whatsoever kind or de­
scription. for which responsible, whether such failure to so pro luce 
is due to any act, inadvertent or otherwise, by such public ser­
vant or official, or for other reason or reasons. This Section 
shall not however be construed in any way so as to prevent such 
public servant or official appearing and answering any complaint 
tiled against him, or showing any facts or circumstances which 
might negative the presumption.

Section 3, Violation of the obligation of a bond having 
been established in accordance with the provisions of Section 2. 
of this Act to the satisfaction of the Judge, such public servant 
or official shall immediately restore to the Republic of Liberia 
the exact sum found to be due together with costs of the pro­
ceedings. Should he fail immediately so to do, his real and 
personal estates shall, upon an order of the court, be immeditely 
seized and sold to satisfy the same. Should the personal 
and real estates of said public servant or official be insufficient to 
satisfy said sum due and costs, then the or lev of seizure and 
sale of real and personal estates shall automatically extend to 
the sureties of said bond. Unon recovery of the sum of money 
found to be due by said public servant or official same shall 
be paid immediately into the I'reasur.v of tlv Republic in satisfac-
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lion of the Government's claim. In any case of seizure ami sale of 
the real and personal estates either of a public servant, official 

r sureties, the sum realized is discovered to be in excess of 
the amount due Government ami the accrued cost of proceedings, 
the residue shall be paid over to the person or persons from
whose estate said residue is collected.

Section 1. 1’pon completion of an action, as provided bv 
this Act. and after recoxery by the Republic of all funds or other 
nroperiy f und to be due together with costs of proceedings, the 
clerk <’!' such eircu't court shall refer the records of the action 
to the Department of .Justice for information and necessary criminal 
prosecution under provisions of the Criminal Code of Liberia in 
such ease made and provided.

Section b. 'This Act shall take •dlect immediately ami be 
oub.is'.i ai in hand-bills.

\ny 1 iw to the contrary notwithstanding.

Apnr O'eil i». coo her 12. l'.k’.S,

1

CHAPTER X.

AN ACT AMENDING ARTICLE 2 SECTIONS 1. (a;, <b . c AND 
19, ARTICLE 3 SECTIONS 28 AND 30 OF AN ACT ENTITLED:
AN ACT TO PROVIDE AN INTERNAL REVENGE CODE OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. APPROVED DECEMBER 11. 1937.”

It in enacted by the Semite null House of He/ireseiitotices of the lie/mbHc of 
l.ibeiio to Let/is/otore assembled:

Section 1. 1’bat from and immediately after the passage of 
tilt-. Act, Articl* 2. Section 1 (a) sliall be amended to read;
a) ‘‘On each Coy or Town lot two dollars $2 00) anti in ad­

dition ' hereto one-hi If of one per centum of the assessed value ot 
in\ bin In ing or i in movement thereon, provided however that each 
new building 'hall be asse-sed at its lull valuation and shall be 
carried n lie b » >k' of the Lev ome Btvaau at that value lor 
ten tears. There Tier. if no further improvements have been 
nia le <>n the ouil'iing it 'ball beasse'sedat a reduction ot le'.ot the 
original va ii ■ In the event additional improvements have been 
m ole to the la i i d i ng prior to tin* exptrv d t b • t oi yea rs per i o i. such 
a aiitional impr cement 'ball 1, ■ a'S.c'sed at ‘.Uh, " ot its cost ami a - 
dcii o t lie original v a I tie if the bit I .ing. 1 i order io ascertain t lm c> st



of new buildings, or the cost of improvements to old buildings, 
the owner of the building improved shall submit to the Bureau 
of Revenues a sworn statement of his actual or approximate 
expenditure on the construction. An allowance of 15 per centum 
shall be deducted from the cost as shewn by such sworn state­
ment and this last sum shall represent the taxable valuation."

Substitute for Article 2 Section 1 b) the following: 
‘On each parcel of farm land within the corporate limits of 
any Commonwealth District. Municipality or township, there 
shall be assessed and collected a real estate tax of six cents

$O.GG) per acre, provided nevertheless that no parcel of land 
covered bv this Section shall be taxed at less than two dollars 
and fifty cents ($2.50). There shall also be collected one-half 
of one per centum on the assessed valuation of any building 
and/or other improvement thereon."

Substitute for Article 2 Section 1 (c) the following:
■‘On each parcel of improved farm land not included in para­
graphs (a) and (b; there sh ill be assessed and collected a real 
estate tax of two and one-half cents i$h.02|) per acre; provided 
nevertheless that the tax on each such pircel of land shall 
not be less than one dollar and fifty cents (SI.50). There 
shall also he collected one-half of one per centum on the as­
sessed value of any building and or any inipi-uvemiiil made 
thereon. The term ' improved farm land" shall mean anv 
plot of land the cultivated portion of which shall not be less 
than 25'O of its total area.’’

Article 2 Section 19 shall be amended to read as ollows. 
‘‘From and immediately after the effective date of this Act 
there shall be levied and collected an annual tax of one dollar 
and fi ty cents ($150) from each and every person owning real 
estate in any Commonwealth District or Municipality within 
th • Kepublic of Liberia, ami all male residents of the Republic 
of twenty-one years of age and over who may be residents 
in any such Commonwealth District or Municipality but not 
owning real estate therein shall likewise be subject to the 
payment of the tax herein prescribed. Citizens of i he Kepublic 
who own real estate in one locality and reside, either tem­
porarily or permanently in another locality shall be subject 
to the payment ot the tax in each city or town where they 
own real estate. 1 lie tux prescribed in this Section shall be 
levied and collected annually for the hem fit of the Common­
wealth District or Mutiicipalily in wfieh such tax is collected 
and, when so appropriated by the Legislature, shall he dis-
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bursed lor payment of expt uses incidental to the installation 
and maintenance of lights; for the maintenance ami repairs of 
public buildings: for the construction and upkeep of roads, 
streets and bridges; an 1 1 >r other public improvements in
such ( ommonwealth District and Municipality. The provisions 
ol this Section shall not be applied to Municipalities and 
lownshins which have no public lighting system.”

Article 3 Section 2S (Sch> dul" License Fees) shall be amended 
to read as folh ws:

1,28) Gold'iniths $12.50
After item If insert I IA Mechanics 
not. otherwise specified herein $5.00
Item 50 amem ed to read:
" I’ll omicist - nn t Dispensers” $25.00

Delete Section 30 of Article 3 ami substitute therefor the 
folh win<2:

live pi ' : fovicen m Section 22 < I this Article any person.
(' •rnor;i'ton. A-s iciat n n. Society. Fraiertity, Firm or Company 
which i< i'(|oireo to take o f license under the provisions of
this Act and who fai s >o iodo within "lie month after the pre­
scribed (bate or time, shall upon conviction before a Court of 
competent jurisdiction he fine I in a sum equal to twice the
require! fee and shall in addition le restrained from further
violation of the provisions id' this Act until the fine and court 
cost have been paid in full and until the license fee has also 
been paid.

Section 2. Ibis Act shall take effect immediately and he 
published in hand-hills.

Any haw to h contrary notwithstanding.

A t proved December 11, 1938.
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CHAPTER XI.

AN ACT ABOLISHING THE POSITION OF JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE AND CREATING INSTEAD THE OFFICE OF STIPEN- t 
DIARY MAGISTRATE.

It is enacted by the Senate mid House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the effeethe 
date of this Act, the President be, and is hereby empowered, when­
ever in his discretion he shall deem same necessary and expedient, 
and the financial condition of the Government would warrant to 
divide each of the Counties of the I’epubiic into magisterial areas, 
or to designate certain areas as magisterial areas, the number and 
extent of which shall be such as he may decide.

Section 2. That the President shall appoint over each magis­
terial area an official styled “Stipendiary Magistrate,” who shall 
replace Justices of the Peace heretofore appointed: and who act­
ing under the laws governing Justice of the Peace shall discharge 
all duties and functions heretofore appertaining to and exercised 
by a .Justice of the Peace.

Section o. The President shall also appoint Assistant Stipendi­
ary Magistrates who siiail serve only in conjunction with the Stipen­
diary Magistrate in cases heretofore rcquii ing two Magistrates or 
Justices of the Peace; an 1 preside over cases in which venue 
has been changed to them. Said Assistant Stipendiary Magistrate' 
shall be compensated for their services out of fees accruing from 
any given case in which tin y serve.

Section t. I hat in case a change of venue be sought by 
litigants said venue shall be changeu to the Assistant Stipeiidiaiy 
Magistrate in manner as provided by the 'tatute laws govern­
ing change of venue before Justices of the Peace.

Section a. That in the case of Citizens' Meeting in ar.y 
Magisterial Area. Municipality. Corporation or Tiwnshin, the 
citizens nresent shall elect a chairman to preside over the saiu 
Meeting. The law requiring two .Justices of the Peace io pie- 
side over such Meetings is herebv repealed.

Section (5. A Stipendiary Maghtrate, shad hold ollice for 
a period of lour 'ears, and 'ball le eligible for reappointment, 
lie may, h >wever. be removed frun ollice prior to the expirath n 
of his term of office lor official misconduct.
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Section 7. V Mini'll .i;ir\ Magistrate. in addition to the 
qualification !'ei| uii'i'ii nt' i .Justice of the Peace, shall he a 
qualilied lawyer. lie *hali led he entitled to any cost or fees 
whatev T. and all revenue an i receipts of his court, including 
coA '•hail he deposited with the nearest oflice of the Bureau of 
Internal If-venue without any deductions, except in favour of, 
\'^staut i i - ei a ia r\ Mani< rates whenever they serve, the suc­

cessful parties in civil 'iiits. the constaides and witnesses according 
t i the Statutory Sehe title >f lees. Salary of a Stipendiary 
Magistrate 'hall he d\ hundred dollars (,$(!()().(Hi) per .annum.

Section S. Appeal from the ju igmeut of the Stipendiary 
M igistrate shall lie to the I .rciiit Court of the .Judicial Circuit 

in wh: h tin* in mist eria 1 area is situated.

un law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved December 11. I93S.

CHAPTER Xil

AN ACT AMENDATORY TO AN ACT TO REGULATE IHE 
IMPORTATION. EXPORTATION, SALE AND DISPENSING OF 
NARCOTIC AXD DANGEROUS DRUGS-’ APPROVED NOVEM­

BER 5, 1937.

h - ■met I by ,’hr Se little uml Huum ol ib resen totires of the lie/.tu blit 
I.there: . n l.ei/islutii re o ssentblnl:

Tii.i’ aea and after the pu oiieat am of this Act. narcotic
a no Uangerou* otams • a

r si Id e.xeeex aorlett
to- such niraose or i>\ 
as such under the laws 

i >r; itioii or exp irtatiou,
tin- exhibition of a nermit i'.sucd bv the Bureau

a poisonous nature may not be imported, 
t>v persons oi- firms holding license 
phssieian.s and pharmacists qualified 
f the Republic. In all cases of im- 

i he Customs authorities will require

sell and dis­section Pharmacists ano firms who may
: . :i'O (iru-js in accordance with tile provisions of this Act shall 

j a detail recoi-o f .11 such drugs received either by importation 
,b\ i . ai purchase ma oi all srugssoia. dispensed or exported, 
f j o . s c;. -h lie- record ma v at an v time be examined \

o tiie lleai li A it i ho i i ie-. topics of such record shall be/ 
.a sin p . rte: ' ' Bitrcaii •: Ca die llcalrh and Sanitation. k

i.xccm in tin- ea-e of physicians, qualilicd under 
ilcpaldo , no us*, sale, ispensing or application 

-hall le permitted except by

>1*1*11 i . 
laws o 
nsre< fi



authority of prescription issued over the signature of a qualified 
physician. Such prescription shall be included in the records re­
quired io be kept by pharmacies or firms selling or dispensing 
drugs, as provided in Section 2 hereof.

Section -t. All permits t) import or to export drugs, as 
herein provided, shall lie issued upon forms to he prescribed 
by the Director of Public Health and Sanitation, and the Bureau 
shall keep an accurate record of all such permits issued and 
shall furnish manufacturing countries regularly with information 
required by the Opium Convention of 1025, Chapter V. Article 13.

Section 5. Immediately7 a't;r receiving toe narcotic or 
dangerous d tigs for which an import perm.t was issued, the 
importer shall inform the Buieau of Public Health and Sanitition 
when appropriate notilica ion will he given by the Bureau to 
the Sanitary authorities of the exporting countries in accordance 
will) the International Opium Convention.

Section (5. Immediately after the effective dire of ibis Act, 
the Bureau of Public ileal ii and Sanitation siiail give puii.ic 
notice of the drugs, chemical an t med: al preparations, which are 
considered dangerous and the importation whereof, by virtue of 
the provisions of this Act, is subject to the prior procurement of 
an import permit. This list may he supplemented from time 
to time in like manner as and when necessary.

Section 7. For further control of the import of narcotic 
and dangerous drugs into the country, the Government reserves 
to itself the right to import all narcotic and dangerous drugs 
needed in the Republic through the Pharmacy of the Liberian 
Government Hospital. In this case it will be illegal for physicians, 
pharmacists, hospitals, etc., to purchase their needs except from 
the Pharmacy of the Government Hospital.

Section 8. Any person r.ot being a licensed physician who 
shall import, export, sel:, give, administer or otherwise illegally 
traffic in narcotic and dangerous drugs, or who shall induce or 
otherwise encourage the use by any person or persons of dan­
gerous or narcotic drugs with a view to making them addicts, 
shall be guilty of an offence and. upon conviction, shall he im­
prisoned for a period not less than seven (7) years and not 
exceeding twenty (20) years, and the medical authorities shall 
seize and confiscate all stocks of narcotic or dangerous drugs 
illegally held by them. I lie unauthorized selling, giving or 
administering of any narcotic or other dangerous drugs to’auy
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person or persons shall he presumed to he with intent to making 
such person addict within the meaning of this section.

Section 9. Any person not being a licensed physician, dis­
penser or pharmacist, who shall hold, posses*, have in his 
possession or otherwise keep a stock or stocks of narcotic or 
other dangerous drugs, shall he guilty of an offence and on 
conviction shall be liable to a tine of two hundred and fifty 
dollars ($250.00 i for each ounce of such narcotic or other danger­
ous drug* found in his possession, and to imprisonment for a 
period not less than twelve (12) months and not exceeding two 
i 2) years All narcotic or other dangerous drugs discovered under 
the provision* of this section shall be seized and confiscated 
to the State.

Section 10. Anv and all violations of this Act not other­
wise punishable under t lie terms hereof shall lie punishable upon 
con'iction of the part) or parties accused by a tine ot not less 
t ban one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor over live hundred dollar* 
S5P0.00 or bv both line and itnptis mment. In each case where 

liceii'e i* held bv the party accused, *uch license shall be 
ea ny eli<‘d.

y Ain law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved December 1(1. I(.)3S.

CHAPTER XIII

AN ACT RELATING TO NATURALIZATION
I

// /A > iinrl< il Ini the Si iinh unit llmise uf Hi'iii'i-si nliilin x nf the 
Hrfiillilie nf I. Hu rin in /.('(/i.«/nIn i’> iiiseiiililf il:

Section 1. That from and alter the passage ol this Act. 
all law* or part* of law coni diet mg with the provi*ions of this 
Act. arc hereto repealed.

Section 2. 
Act, au.l *ha II

I hi* Act *hall he known a* the Naturalization 
he enforced from tile date of it* publication.

Section 3 l lte term Naturalization, when used in this Act, 
*hall mean the act of clothing or idopting any alien Negro of 
tlic. age of , wenlv-oiie year* and upward, or any alien person 
of N -gr » ie*c • a . »f t io age of twenty-one years and upward 
with tin- orbilege. ,f i in'io' citizen ot tin- llepuhlic of Li­
beria.
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Section 4. Filing of Declaration of Intention to become 
a citizen: Any alien Negro or any alien person of Negro de­
scent intending to become a citizen of the Republic of Liberia, 
shall as a pre-requisite appear before the oflice of the Clerk of 
any Circuit Court, or his authorized deputy, in the jurisdiction in 
which such alien resides and tile a declaration upon oath or 
affidavit of his intention to become a citizen.

Section 5. The Declaration of Intention mentioned above 
must give information regarding the applicant, that is, his name, 
age, occupation, physical description, place of birth, last foreign 
residence, and allegiance, date of arrival in Liberia, name of 
vessel (if any) by which he entered the territory of the Republic, 
and present residence.

Section G. Petition for Citizenship: An applicant for 
naturalization must not less than two nor more than three years 
after he has made his declaration of intention, make and tile 
a petition signed in his own handwriting and duly verified in 
which he must give information similar to that required in the 
Declaration of Intention, and he must state that he uoes no| 
believe in Anarchy. I he petition must also show that he re­
nounces all foreign allegiance and intends to reside permanently 
within the Republic of Liberia, and must state whether he has 
heretofore been refused naturalization, ami if so. on what 
grounds; and it must be verified by two credible witnesses, 
citizens of the Republic of Liberia, who personally know that 
the applicant has been at least two years a resident in the 
territory of the Republic of Liberia, or of the County where 
the application is made, and who personally know him to be 
of good moral character, and that he has not been guilty of 
any impropriety in Ins public eonduct.

Section 7. Oath of Allegiance: The applicant shall de­
clare upon oath before the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the 
County in which he resides that he will support the Constitution 
and laws of the Republic of Liberia, and' that he absolutely 
and entirely renounces and abjures all allegiance and fidelity 
to every foreign 1’rince, Potentate, State and Sovereignty what­
ever ami particularly to the one of ahich he was before a 
citizen or subject.

Section S. Notice and Hearing: I'pon the filing of a 
Declaration of Intention and a petition for naturalization, the 
( lerk of the Court is required to file a copy thereof with the 
Attorney General for his information, an! to give public notice



thereof by posting data regarding the applicant, together with 
the date, as near as may lie. of the final hearing, and the name* 
of the witnesses whom the applicant expects to summon in his 
behalf; and if the applicant- desires the Clerk of Court shall 
issue subpoenas for such witnesses, who shall nor be those 
verifying the position.

Section 9. Fees: '1'he Clerk of the Court shall charge and 
collect from the petitioner the following fees in each proceed­
ing for naturalization, an internal revenue stamp fee $3.00, 
and stamps of the aforesai i value shall be placed upon each 
Declaration of Intention. A further charge of $3.00." shall be 
made by the Clerk of the Court for his services in receiving 
and filing each Declaration of Intention and Petition forXaturalC 
zarion ant for issuing a Certificate of Citizenship to the Petitioner.

Section 10. The Department of Justice shall have the right 
to intervene in all matters of naturalization for the purpose of 
cancelling Certificates of Citizenship, or for the purpose of cross 
examining the petitioner and the witnesses produced in sup­
port of his petition, and has the right to call witnesses and 
pr duce evidence in opposition to the petition.

Section 11. Cancellation of certificate for fraud or absence; 
If any naturalized alien shall have fraudulently secured a Cer­
tificate of Citizenship, or if any alien who after the issuance, 
of a Certificate id Citizenship shall return to the country of his 
nativity, or go to my orh-r foreign country, and take up per­
manent residence therein for seven consecutive years, and no ■ 
account can be given of his absence, the .Judge of the Circuit 
Court upon information of the Attorney General, Countv or Dis­
trict Attorney -dial! have authority to cancel the certificate of 
tin- suid naturalized alien and the Clerk of the Court shall 
notify the Dejiarrment of State of such cancellation. All lands
held in the territory of the Republic by anj person whose 
Certilicate of Citizenship is *o cancelled, shall be forfeited and 
the\ shall be escheated to the Government. uniesssaid naturalized 
iu-n sha.i lea\ e a wife or legitimate children in the Republic, 

i Mbcia s trd employees of Government who may be engaged on 
Governmental duties abroad are however exceptions to the pro- 
v i-don- o'' i iits paragraph.

Section 12. Applicati n to be liled in the Department of 
• it -; 'file Secretary ot State shall furnish the (Jerk of Court
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in each County with forms of Declaration of Intention, and Cer­
tificate of Citizenship. All declarations shall he signed hv the 
applicant in triplicate, and a copy thereof shall be forwarded by 
the Clerk of Court to the Department of State, within thirty 
days after the date of its execution, and the same shall be filed 
in the Department of State.

Section 13. Penalty for fraud or official neglect: Any per­
son falsely procuring the naturalization of any party, or any 
person making any false statement, or doing any wrongful thing 
contrary to the provisions of this chapter, shall be deemed 
guilty of a felony, and shall be punished with a fine not ex­
ceeding S3G0.O0 or imprisonment not exceeding six months or 
both; and an\ officer neglecting any duty imposed upon him 
by this chapter shall he deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be punished with a fine not exceeding $200.00 or dismissal 
from office, or both.

Section 11. Evidence of Naturalization: The Clerk of Court 
shall keen a record of all naturalization certificates issued and 
of all cases where naturalization has been refused, and such 
record -hall be sufficient proof of naturalization. It the record 
is available parol evidence will not be admitted to prove or dis­
prove naturalization, hut where no naturalization records can he 
produced secondary evidence of the contents mav he given just 
as secondary evidence of the contents of an\ recotai mav he 
given.

Section 15. After an immigrant shad have been naturalized 
he shall then he entitled to a Certificate of Citizenship to he 
issued to him by the (’lerk of the Circuit Court.

SCHEDULE OF FORM:
DECLARATION OE INTENTION;

Republic of Lilieria,
County _____ .. _ ..................................
r fdu d ; -age ................. ...........years, do declare on oath
lor attirmj that it is my intention to settle permanently in the Republic 
of Liberia, and to become a citizen thereof; and I hereby declare mv 
allegiance to the Republic of Liberia and renounce forever all allegiance 
and fidelity to any foreign Power and particularly to the
being the foreign Power of which 1 am now a citizen or subject, so help 
me God. 1

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of . . A. 1)

Clerk of the Circuit Court.
-.............. ----- .......... County
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CERTII’ICATE OK CITIZENSHIP 
Republic of Liberia, 
i 'entity ___ . . ............. .....................

Be it known that on this............. .......... day of_____ ____ A.D._................
wrho previous to his or her naturalization was a citizen or subject'
of ... at present residing at..........................in the Republic of
Liberia, having filed his or her Declaration of Intention as provided^

law. and having satisfied me by his or her own statement under 
oath that he or she is a person of good moral character, attached to 
the principles of the Constitution of the Republic of Liberia, and has 
been in every respect a law abiding person during his or her residence 
in the Republic: and having taken oath to support and defend the Constitu­
tion and laws of the Republic oi' Liberia against all enemies, foreign and 
d nn-Stic, and to renounce and abjure a!! allegiance and fidelity to any
foieign power particularly to the_____  being the foreign power to which
lie or she formerly owed allegiance.

Therefore it is ordered: That said ____ ____ be and he or she is
hereby admitted as a citizen of the Republic of Liberia.

In Witness wh >r *of this Certificate is signed by the Clerk of the County 
,)f 1 liL day of. . . ........ A. D. .. ___

('lerk of the Circuit Court,
________ _______ ..County.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved December 14. 1938.

CHAPTER XIV
AN ACT TO LEGALIZE CERTAIN EXECUTIVE ORDERS ISSUED 
BY THE PRESIDENT DURING THE YEAR 1938

It s enacted by the Senate 
mibltc of Liberia in LeyLdature a

and Ho'txe of Hrprexentiitire.' i it I hr

Section 1. That Executive Orders Numbers 2. 4. 5. 14, 17, 
21 2 1 issue i b\ the President during the year 1938, as shown
in tile accompanying schedule, ne and the same tire hereby ap­
proved and given full foiaeami effect of law with the exception 
of twenty-four.

1.

t - 
y •••

Prohibiting the removal of ollicial records ami accounts 
fr on : in- Cilice, Bureau r Department to w hich such 
records .and aoc nuts pertain.
Rog.''rati on of Birth' and Deaths in Cities, l'ownships 
ana Settlements.

< Mlicial Working 1 lay.
Interior Department Reorganization (Bureau et 1 ribal

A Rail s).
17. Be ft O' of Notaries Public.
g] Amoi inon; to Rule XI ot Rules ntid Regulations 

g vc nmg tin* Classified Civil Service of the Republic
of Liberia.

Aia law to the contrary not wil hstatm ing. 
Approve! December 17. 1938.
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CHAPTER XV.

AN ACT APPROVING THE BUDGET PRESENTED BY THE SEC­
RETARY OF THE TREASURY, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE GOVERNMENT FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR. JANUARY 1, 1939 TO DECEMBER 3l, 
1939.

It is enacted by the. Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
this Act, the Budget presented by the Secretary of Treasury 
of the Republic of Liberia, for the year 1939, be approved; and he 
is hereby authorized to meet the expenses of the Government 
from January I. 1939 to December 31. 1939, in terms mentioned 
hereunder, under warrant of the President of the Republic of 
Liberia.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved December 5, 1938.

CHAPTER XVI.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
RESERVE FUND.

Whereas, annual appropriations by the Legislature provide 
for expenditures in an amount equal to the total estimated in­
come of Government during the year for which appropriations 
are made, and

Whereas, no provision has so far been enacted by the 
Legislature in order to urovide the Executive Government with 
authority to defray expenses of an extraordinary or emergency 
nature that may arise during any fiscal year for which appro­
priations have been made; therefore.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That the President of the Republic of Liberia 
be and is hereby authorized to establish a reserve fund for 
the purpose of defraying expenses of Government of an emer­
gency or extraordinary nature which have not been foreseen 
and provided for in the annual budget of appropriations enacted 
by the Legislature.
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Section 2. The reserve fund authorized in Section 1, of 
of this Act, shall be established only with funds subject to dis­
bursement for ordinary Government purposes, as provided by 
existing law, which tuny accrue from time to time in excess of 
the estimated revenues for any fiscal year, in excess of the or- 
uinary requirements of Government, or from any income of 
Government not obligated by existing law or agreement.

Section AU deposits of funds to the credit of the Re­
serve Lund Account will be made from the Depositary Account 
of the Government in accordance with existing law and regulations, 
ami all withdrawals from such Reserve bund /Account in virtue 
of an Executive Warrant and under the same conditions and 
requirements as in the case of withdrawals of funds from the official 
deposit account of the Government. Such withdrawals may be 
in l ie on authori'y of the President of Liberia and shall be 
subject to approval of the Nati mnl Legislature at the next re­
gular Session thereof.

suction 1 The President of the Republic of Liberia is 
limited, in the withdrawals of funds from the Reserve Lund 
Account, to uses incidental to any National Emergency which 
ma\v arise; for combating any epidemic constituting a dange^ 
to public health and safety, or other purpose of an immediate 
mu extraordinary nature which may occur during a period whe$ 
the National Legislature is not in Session and for which Leg­
islative approval is lacking.

Section d. No provision of this Act shall be construed to 
impiy or authorize any deposition of Government income in 
a manner inconsistent with, existing law or agreement, except 
as provide a in Section I hereof.

Section G This Act shall take effect immediately and be 
published in hand bills.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
\poroved November 2d. 11)38.



CHAPTER XVII

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF CERTAIN 
PUBLIC MONIES FOR SUNDRY PURPOSES.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled

Section 1. In accordance with the provision of Section II, 
Paragraph “C” of the Agreement Supplementary to the Loan 
Agreement of 1926, dated November 10, 1937, excess revenues 
and receipts of Government for the calendar year 193“ in 
the amount of Thirty Thousand Two hundred and Thirty-two 
dollars and fifty and one-half cents ($30,232.50J), be and are 
hereby appropriated as follows:

FISCAL AGENTS

For amortization of Bonds issued and outstanding under 
the terms of the Loan Agreement of 1926 and or under the 
the terms of the Agreement Supplementary to the Loan Agreement 
of 1926, dated November 10, 1937, twenty-five per cent3(25%) of 
said excess revenues and receipts of Government, or Seven Thou­
sand Five hundred Fifty-eight dollars and thirteen cents ($7,558.13)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

lor purchase ol Office equipment, Three hundred anu sixiv 
dollars ($360.00).

THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT

For application towards the liquidation of the nrincipal onlv 
of the Government’s Floating Debt existing at beeemoer 31. 
1934, leu thousand seventy-seven dollars and fiftv and one-half 
cents ($10,077,501).

Lor application towards payment for cost of construction of 
the Aviation Slipway, One thousand nine hundred seventy-seven 
dollars and fifty cents ($1,977.50)

.bou^i SSt re,,a"" l>u"1,e <»•«

4„llar°r (>?&)!'’" '""O'i‘,n expe"s“’ S"ve" hu'",re;i



I' )!' appimati m t .wards General Contingent Four hundred 
fiitv-nine dollars and thirty-seven cents ($1-59.37).

the bureau of public health and sanitation

Foi payment of expenses incidental to the control of sleep­
ing sickness, and purchase of medicines incidental to control of 
the spread of yaws and leprosy. Five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).

THE GOVERNMENT LIGHT AND POWER PLANT

I he payment of expenses incidental to operation and main­
tenance. Two thousand three hundred dollars ($2,300.00).

THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT

For the payment of travel expenses of two employees of 
the Liberian Government iladio Station from Monrovia to Dakar 
for the purpose of Meteorological Study in the interest of the 
Republic of Liberia, Eight hundred d dla”s ($$00.00).

Section 2. The Secretary of the Tr<aas iry is hereby authorized 
to pay the amounts specified in Section 1, of this Act. under 
warrant of the President of the Republic of Liberia.

Section 3. Ibis Act shall take effect immediately and he 
publishe I in hand-hills.

Any law to the contra v notwithstanding.

Annroved November 29. 193$.

CHAPTER XVIII.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF CERTAIN 
PUBLIC MONIES FOR SUNDRY PURPOSES.

Whereas, in the Act of the Legislature approved November 
25. 1937. an •riD'int. o1' Ten thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
three dollars i S1O,S7:LOO) was duly appropriated for the purchase 
.if supplies for the subsistence of the Liberian Frontier Force, 
which amount we found in excess of the total amount required 
f.,r tin* parpis- statei md consequently constitutes a surplus 
subject to apnrooria toil for other purpose's. and



Whereas, unused and surplus appropriations exist on account 
of salaries of the staff of the Government Hospital in an amount 
of Five Thousand dollars ($3,000.00), on account of a drainage 
system in an amount of One thousand dollars ($1,000.00), and 
on account of salaries of employees of the Bureau of Audits 
One hundred and twenty dollars ($120.00), in all an amount of 
Six thousand one hundred and twenty dollars ($6,120.00), therefore,

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representative* of the Republic of 
Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That the amount of Sixteen thousand nine 
hundred and ninety-three dollars ($16,993.00) be and are hereby 
appropriated as follows:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

For application towards payment for the cost of construction 
of an Aviation Slipway, Three thousand one hundred and seventy- 
three dollars ($3,173.00;.

For payment of expenses incurred by the Government in 
connection with its participation in a World’s Fair to be held 
in the year 1939 at the City of New York. United States of 
America, One thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars ($1,730.00).

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

payment of .Judiciary expenses, Two thousand five 
dollars ($2,500.00).

THE BUREAU OF REVENUES
payment of Commissions to Chiefs on account of Hut

lax collections. One thousand eight hundred dollars ($1,800.00). 
For local travel expenses, Four hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00)*
For printing of olFicial forms and purchase of stationery Three 
hundred dollars ($300.00).

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ,

For salary and allowance for Supervising Inspector in the 
Agricultural Bureau, Nine hundred dollars (£900.00

THE BUREAU OF AUDITS

1 oi the purchase of ofhce equipment and stationery One 
hundred and twenty dollars ($120.00).

For 
hun lred

For



THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SANITATION

bor payment of expenses in connection with remodelling 
the government Hospital, Five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).

b i4 >r the construction ol dustbins in the Commonwealth Dis­
trict of Monrovia, One thousand dollars ($ 1.00(1.00).

Section 2. I he Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
to pav the amounts specified in Section 1, of this Act, under 
warrant of tile President of Liberia.

Section Inis Act shall take elTect immediately and he 
published in hand-bills.

Any law to tile c.mt ary notwithstanding’.

Approved November 29. 193*.

CHAPTER XIX

AN ACT TO CONTROL THE DISTILLATION OF RUM AND 
OTHER POTABLE SPIRITS.

// , the and Haase of l{ejtresentatrTes of the Jle/iablic
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That this Act shah be cited as the Distillery 
Act of 1939 and shall come into force at such date as may be 
proclaimed bv the President of Liberia.

Section 2. That in this Act unless the context otherwise 
req uires:

"Secretary" 'hall mean the Secretary of the Treasury or 
<uch other net-son as the Secretarv mav designate in writing 
to perform any of the duties herein prescribed to he performed 
i>\ /the Secre: ry.

^"Inspector" shall mean the Secretary or any person de-/ 
signa'el by him to exercise the powers of inspection under this \ 
\ct.

Pets m" shall mean a person, comnany, firm, partnership, 
cornaration. association or other legal organization.
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“Gallon” shall mean the United States gallon of 231 cubic 
inches.

“Distiller” means any person who manufactures rum or 
other potable spirits whether owning his own still or not and 
includes any person who uses the still of another whether he 
pays tolls or not.

'‘Distillery” means any place where rum or other potable 
spirits are manufactured.

“Rum” means any domestic potable alcoholic spirits.

“Bonded Warehouse” shall mean a private or Government 
Warehouse as prescribed in Section (5 hereof.

Section 3. That from and after the effective date of this 
Act, the extension of sugar cane planting is prohibited except 
under permit issued by the Secretary, for which no fees shall 
be required. Provided, however, that this Section shall not 
apply to any farm which on the effective date of this Act 
shall have been cut and burnt or was in the process of being 
planted.

Section t. That every distiller, within two months after 
the effective date of this Act, shall register himself a» such 
with the Secretary in a form and manner prescribed bj him. 
Each distiller shall pay a registration fee of $10.0(1 in revenue 
stamps and shall receive a registration Certificate which 
shall at all times be conspicuously displayed in his dis­
tillery.

Section 5. That each person growing sugar cane shall 
within two months after the effective dale of this Act register 
with the Secretary a complete description of alt sugar cane 
fields which were in growth or in process of being planted on the 
effective date of this Act, for which a registration fee of 25 cents 
in revenue stamps shall be paid. A sugar cane field not regis­
tered as provided in this Act shall he presumed to he a new
field and subject to permit as provided in Seclion 3 hereof. Any
person violating the provisions of this Section shall he subject 
to a fine of not less than $25.00 and not more than S50.00.
For the second offence said farm shall he confiscated to the
Government.
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Sertbm tl. I hat evert distillery sliall be kept in a clean 
anil sanitary condition under such rules and regulations as the 
Secretary mat prescribe with the approval of the President.

Section 7. That ait rum shall be deposited in a bonded ware­
house within is bouts after the distillation. Each distiller may 
urovide a suitable warehouse approved as such by the Secretary 
ana under such bond as the Secretary may determine. Provided, 
however, that on approval of the Secretary, a distiller may de­
posit rum in a bonded warehouse owned by another person and. 
provided turther. that at bis option the Secretary may provide 
a Government \\ ireh >ua* ia which all distillers in the immediate 
vicinity shall be compelled to deposit tutu. Storage fees for 
the us.- of Government Warehouses shall be fixed at the rate of 
one-half cent per gallon per diem. Provided that no such fees 
shall in- nail until after seven ' 7j days from the date of storage.
storage tc s | t private warehouses shad lie the same as for
Govern merit Wareh uses.

Sect loll s. !h it a receipt shall be given for all rum de-
posited in a bonued warehouse showing the quantity, date and
alcoholic content, and such receipt shall be negotiable.

A
® Section 9. Tnat it shall be unlaw ful for any person to buv. 

sc.i r transport rum otb-r than such as 1ms been deposited Qt 
at^i w ithdrawn ft 'in a bonded warehouse subject to the exception 
provi led :n Section 13 hereol.

Seen a 10. T .at no rum shall be withdrawn from a bonded 
warehouse except upon presentation of a warehouse receipt.

Section 11 That an excise tax shall be paid on all rum 
withdrawn from a bonded warehouse on the following basis: six 
I (J c-mts per gallon on rum w ith alcoholic contents of not less 
than I'1 nor more thin lb degrees by volume as determined by 
the Trallt' alcohol-meter an t for every additional live degrees 
above lb degrees m a.aitionai tax of live [bj cents per gallon 
shall be pant.

section 12. That the excise tax herein prescribed shall be 
paid in revenue stamps A special revenue stamp of the required 
value shall he cancelled and allixed over the opening of each 
container of rum in such manner that the rum cannot, he with­
drawn except by lue iking tile siamp. It shall be unlawful for any 
uer- n ; witllaraw rain from a stamped container except by
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; breaking the stamp or to remove a revenue stamp in an un­
broken condition from a container or to possess or to use or to 
attempt to use for the purpose of evading payment of the excise 
tax, an unbroken cancelled revenue stamp which has been re­
moved from a container.

Section 13. That it shall be unlawful to transport, buy, sell 
or offer to sell rum except in containers with unbroken cancelled 
revenue stamps affixed over the opening thereof. Provided, how­
ever, that under such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe, 
rum may be transported from a distillery to a bonded warehouse in 
containers without revenue stamps affixed. Violation of the pro­
visions of this Section shall, in addition to other penalties pro­
vided for violation of this Act, subject the rum to confiscation 
by an Inspector or other authorized official of Government.

Section It. That rum shall be transferred from containers 
in which stored in a bonded warehouse to other containers only 
under supervision of an Inspector and such transfer shall be 
made only on payment of the excise tax by affixing and can­
celling revenue stamps. Such transfer shall be made only in a 
bonded warehouse or such other place as the Secretary may 
designate.

Section 15. That a domestic liquor dealer subject to the 
license provisions of the Internal lievenue Code approved De­
cember 11, 1937, shall not possess, buy, or sell rum except in 
containers with the required value of unbroken cancelled revenue 
stamps affixed.

Section 16. I hat it shall be unlawful for any person to store, 
transport, buy, sell or possess rum in containers other than of wood, 
glass or earthenware or other material approved by the Secretary.

Section 1/. 1 hat it shill he lawful for ,-m Inspector to enter 
at any time any distillery or any place where he has reasons to 
believe tile distillation of rum is being carried on for the purpose 
ol inspection, and he may examine the books, counterfoils or 
other documents pertinent to such examination and he may call 
upon any distiller or his representative for an explanation of 
any discrepancy.

Section IS. 1 hat it shall he lawful for an Inspector to en­
ter at any rime during usual business hours any wholesale or 
retail establishment where rum is sold for the purpose of in-
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spection and he may call upon the owner or his representative to 
produce any receipts, counterfoils or other documents relevant 
to his inspection and he may examine the same, check the stocks 
of rum and call upon the owner or his representative for ex­
planation of any discrepancy.

Section 19. That all provisions of the Internal Revenue Code 
annroved December 1), 1937 relating to distilleries and the licens­
ing of same are hereby repealed.

Section 20. That any person who obstructs an Inspector in 
the lawful execution of his duties or omits to do anything it is 
bis duty to do under this Act or contravenes any provision there­
of shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction before a Justice 
of the Peace shall be liable to a fine of two hundred and fifty 
dollars or six months imprisonment or both.

Section 21. That any Inspector shall have full power of 
seizure ami arrest in eases of violation of anv nrovisions of this 
Act.

Section 22. That all regulations provided by this Act to 
he issued by the Secretary of the Treasury shall not be effective 
unless approved by the President.

Section 23. 1 hat the President may make or cause to he
made regulations as follows;

1. Prescribing the books to be kept by distillers and 
uomestic liqu >r dealers.

Prescribing the materials from which stills are to be made 
and the manner of operating same.

3. Providin'/ tines not exceeding twenty-five dollars or 
month’s iinpiisonnnml o> both for breach of anv regula- 
t ton.

I. Proviuing for the licensing of distillery helpers.

b. Proviuing for t lie better carrying into effect of the pro­
vision of tiiis Act.

Anv law to the contrary notwithstanding, u 

Anptoved D-ceniber 17. 1938.
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CHAPTER XX.

AN ACT RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF THE CURATOR OF 
INTESTATE ESTATES.

Whereas, the Act creating the office of “‘Curator of Intestate, 
Estates,” approved March 5, 1936, does not specify how such office 
should be conducted and does not define the scope of the authority 
to be exercised by said Curators; nor the procedure to be followed 
in handling and disposing of property of an intestate estate; 
therefore:

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:-

Section 1. That the President he and he is hereby authorized 
to issue from time to time such rules and regu lations as may. in 
his discretion, he deemed requisite for the proper and efficient 
operation of the office of Curator of Intestate Estates.

Section 2. That such rules and / or regulations ;,s may he 
issued by the President under the provisions hereof, shall have 
full force and effect of law until and unless revoked by Acts 
of the Legislature.

Any .law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved December 16, 193,s.

CHAPTER XXI.

is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic oi 
Liberia in Legislature assembled: J

Montserrado Count}
Grand Bassa County 
Sinoe County 
Maryland County 
Grand Cape .Mount County

*500.00
$300.00
$300.00
$300.00
$300.00



Section 3. This .Vet shall be effective from the first day of 
.January, 1939. and be published in hand-bills. >

Vny law to the contrary notwithstanding.

I Approved December 1(1. 193$.
/

i CHAPTER XXII

AN ACT RELATING TO THE PAY OF SPECIAL JURIES IN 
CIVIL CASES.

/£ is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
of this Act, the pay of each juryman serving on special jury 
in civil case- shall be seventy-live (75) cents per diem, instead 
tif one dollar and twenty-live cents as heretofore.

Section 2. That immediately upon rendition of final judg­
ment the jury fee shall be calculated by the Clerk of Court 
and -aid amount paid by the losing party to the Sheriff without 
reference to the general costs of the trial which shall be paid 
within the usual time of sixty days, failure to pay said, jury 
fee within three days execution shall i-sue.

Section 3. The payment of all cost- by the losing party shall 
be a condition precedent to an appeal.

Section f. All laws or parts of law- conflicting with this 
\et are hereby repealed.

This Act -hall take effect immediately and be publi-hed in 
hand-bill-.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Api i roved D< •cc mber 5, 193$.

t

<
I
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AN ACT REPEALING SECTIONS 1155,1156, 1161 AND 1162 OF THE 
REVISED STATUTES AND AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT TO 
ISSUE REGULATIONS CONTROLLING THF TRAINING OF THE 
MILITIA AND FIXING PENALTIES FOR THE NON-PERFORM­
ANCE OF MILITARY DUTY.

It is enacted by the Senate and House, of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That Sections 1155, 1156, 1161 and 1162 of the 
Revised Statutes be and the same are hereby repealed.

Section 2. That the President of the Republic be and be is 
hereby authorized to make regulations fixing the period of drill 
for the yilitia and providing penalties for the non-performance 
of military duty.

Section 3. That all such rules made by the President and 
promulgated through tiie War Department shall have the force 
and effect of law.

Section 1. Any laws or parts of laws conflicting with the 
provisions of this Act he and the same are hereby repealed.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding,
Approved December 16, 1938.

CHAPTER XXIV.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR APPEALS IN CRIMINAL CAUSES.

Whereas neither by Criminal Code nor by the General 
Statutes of the Republic has any provision for appeals from 
judgment in Criminal Cannes been made; and whereas it appears 
requisite that such provision be made:

It is enacted by the Senate and /louse of Representatives of the Republu 
of Liberia in Legislature assembted:-

Seciion 1. ! hat trom and alter the publication of this Act
the only mode of reviewing a judgment or order in a criminal 
action or proceeding of a criminal nature shall be by criminal 
appeal as provided herein.

Section 2. The party appealing shall he sty led the Appellant 
and the adverse party the Appellee hut the title of the actiol 
sh ill not be changed in consequence of the appeal.



Section ■>. An appeal from a judgment of conviction after 
indictment in a criminal proceeding may be taken to the 
Supreme C >urt by the prisoner; and upon appeal any decision of 
tile i over (' uirt or ati\ intermediate order or proceeding forming 
i art of the judgment record may be reviewed. All appeals by 
a prisoner shall be taken a> a matter of right.

Section I. I or every purpose of an appeal a conviction shall 
be deiune 1 a final judgment. Ihe execution of such final judg­
ment may. a- heroin a1 ter provided, be suspended or staved bv 
ihe Court in which trial was had. except the indictment be for 
murder, attemnt t murier. treason, sedition, conspiracy, riot or 
throat' against a public ollicial, in which case', unon a judg­
ment of eonvic’iou the defendant shall be immediately imprisoned.
Where a norice 'll appeal onerates as a stay of execution as
herein nt ovided. the appellant 'ball furni sh a recognizance con-
diti met 1 tlllt lie will prosecute bis apnea 1 and in a ease of a
jud gmc■nt again't bin : will 'ubmit him'elf to the eustodv of the
('our: Ibis reeogi iiz inet' 'hall be effective pending the judg-
ment of tile Snort' me Court. The amount of the recognizance
'll a 1 i be 't.r • 1 by rht' ( >urt in which original judgment is
given or by a bail eoninii:ssi o u er.

s
> eetion b . An appeal

y
to the Supreme Court may be taken

C :ie State only in tin* following eases; *s

Co n a judgment io i' the prisoner on a demurrer to the
indict ment.

ill) 11’pm an order of the Court arresting the judgment.

s, e -tioa it . An a ppeal must in* taken within three month'
i Her tile jud g.uion t was ia'ttiered or the order entered.

Section 7 . An appeal must be taken in tiie following manner;

i b\ tit* service ot a notice in writing on the Clerk of the 
i ir in which ju igment was entered and with whom the

, ji. ; record is tiie ., stating that the pi -isoner appeals 
fr in judgment. Such i tice miht be tileu within forty- 
eight IS) hours a! tT the judgment of conviction or the order 
is eii ored.

b Within ten days after the filing of the appeal notice provided 
for in the preceding paragraph the appellant shall lile for 
ttie approval of the trial judge a bill of exceptions setting f <rth 
in a: wdeioy manner, succinctly and (dearly any grounds of 
exception or objection to the procedure, judgment, ruling or



orders, to which the trial judge’s attention was called during 
the trial which the appellant might consider relevant to his 
claim for review.

(c) If the appeal bd taken by the prisoner a similar notice must be 
served-upon the Attorney General. If the judgment be of death 
the Attorney General must give notice thereof to the official 
in whose custody the defendant may lie as a stay of execution 
of a sentence of death.

(d) If the appeal be taken by the State a similar notice must be 
served on the defendant or on the Counsel who appeared for 
him at the trial.

Section S An appeal taken by the State shall in no ease 
operate to stay or affect the operation of a judgment in favour 
of the defendant until the judgment be reversed.

Section 9. Except as provided in Section -1 of this Act, 
an appeal to the Supreme Court from a judgment of conviction 
or other determination of a criminal suit effected in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 7 hereof shall be effective as a 
stay of execution of the judgment or other determination. And 
the Clerk of the Court in which the judgment was entered sliaif 
within thirty days after it is tiled without charge certify to the 
Supreme Court the full and complete record of the case includ­
ing the trotice of appeal, lull of exceptions, interlocutory orders 
and rulings and judgments, and a complete transcript of the 
evidence entered upon the records and the final judgment and 
sentence.

Section 19. The Supreme Court shall review the case upon 
the record certified as provided in the preceding section and 
may order a new trial, if it be satisfie I that the verdict against 
law or-that justice requires anew trial: or the Supreme Court 
may affirm the verdict and sentence or impose such sentence 
as the lower Court should have imposed.

Section 11. If an appeal be irregular in any substantial 
particular, but not otherwise, the Supreme Court may on any 
day in term on motion of the appellee, provided he has given 
five days notice to the appellant of the motion, order the appeal 
dismissed. I he Court may also upon like motion dismiss the 
appeal:

(a) Lf the appeal he not taken in ,accord with the provision of
Section 7 of this Act.



(Id If the certification of tin- record be not made within 
tin' time specified in Section ’A. unless fur good cause the Sunretne 
C urt m.ij enlarge the time to m ike the return in the specific case.

c) If the appellant delays or neglects to bring on the .appeal 
for argument as promptly after the return of the records has 
been mate as the circumstances of the case may reasonably 
admit.

Section 12. Apnea's in criminal causes shall be heard as 
promptly .as possible .and where it involves a question of life 
or liberty shall be given precedence on the dockets over all 
other causes.

Section 13. When .an appeal is called for argument the 
appellant must furnish the court with copies of the notice of 
anneal and the .judgment record, except where the judgment is 
death. Should he fail so t 1 do. the court in its discretion may 
order the appeal dismissed.

Section If. Judgment of affirmance may be given by the 
court without hearing arguments, if the appellant fails to appear. 
But ju ignient of reversal shall only be given upon argument 
even though the respondent fails to appear.

Section 15. After hearing the appeal the court must give 
judgment without regard to technical errors or defects or to 
j. veep’, ions which do nor alTect the substantial right of the parties.

Section lb. I’non hear ing the appeal the Supreme Court 
mav, m case- where -an erroneous judgment has been entered 
upon a lawful verdict or finding of fact, correct the judgment to 
c mform to the verdict or fimiing. (n all other eases they must 
either affirm or reverse the judgment apoeale l from, and in case

f reversal mav. if necessary or proper, order a iww trial.

Section 17. If a >'ew trial be orderd it shall proceed in all 
respects as if no trial had been had.

a judgment against the prisoner be reversed 
new trial the Supreme Court must direct, 

that he be discharged therefrom, or if lie 
that his hail he exonerated.

Section IS. It 
without ordering a 
if he be in cust .by. 
be admitted to bail.

Section lb. On 
teimant. the original

a judgment of affirmance against the de- 
judgment must be carried into eilect .as the
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Supreme Court may direct, and if the defendant be at large a 
warrant shall be issued for his arrest and the judgment rendered 
on appeal carried into effect. If a judgment be corrected, the 
corrected judgment must be carried into execution, as the 
Supreme Court may direct.

Section 20. When judgment of the Supreme Court is given, 
it must be entered in the judgment book and a certified copy 
of the entry shall be forthwith remitted to the Clerk of the Court 
in which the original judgment was given.

Section 21. The decision of the Supreme Court and the 
returns shall be remitted to the Court below in ihe same form 
and manner as in ci'il actions.

Section 22. After the ceriincate of ihe judgment has been re­
mitted as provided in Section 20 of this Act. the Supreme Court 
has no further jurisdiction of appeal or of ihe proceedings there­
in and except as provided in Section Hi all orders which may 
be necessary to carry the judgment into effect must be made 
by the court to which the certified judgment .if the Supreme 
Court is remitted.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved December 1(J? 19?,s.

CHAPTER XXV.

AN ACT PRESCRIBING LAWS AND REGULATIONS FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SEVERAL PRISONS CF THE RE­
PUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

It is enacted, by the Senate and House of Hrpresentatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

’ Section 1. This Act shall he cited as the Ibisons Law of 
193S, and shall apply to all prisons within the Kepublic of Liberia.

INTERPRETATION OF ACT

Section In this Act,, unless the context otherwise requires.-- 
‘Trisoner” includes every person lawfully committed to custody, 
whether on remand for trial, or for punishment, or otherwise 
detained under legal authority.
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“Magistrate” means a Municipal Magistrate, Stipendiary 
Magistrate, a Justice of the Peace, any Judge of a court of 
record, or District Commissioner.

1 . .^'‘Prison” includes common gaol, penitentiary, house of cor­
rection. and the airing grounds or other grounds of the prison.

“Superintendent” means the person appointed to be the Super­
intendent of a prison and the keeper of the prison whether 
central or Iocs!.

'‘Keeper” includes any person appointed by the President 
to have charge of a prison including the Superintendent.

“Prison Officer” means any person holding any office or 
performing any duty in. or in connection with, a prison.

“The Pule” means any laws or rules relating to any prison 
already established, or hereafter to be established, which maybe 
made by authority of this or any other Act or regulation for 
the time being in force.

ESTABLISHMENT OF PRISONS

Section 3. It shall be lawful for the President by Executive 
Order t • establish official prisons in any part of the llepuhlic 
of Liberia, whether such part be a county, territory, district, 
town, city or settlement, and no p ace shall be deemeu to be 
an official prison unless designated by the President, and to 
close any prison, whether now in use or hereafter to be established.

TEMPORARY PRISON

Section I. In case of necessity, the President may, by Exe­
cutive Order, authorize tins ti'C ot any suitable building as a 
temporary prison.

PRESENT BUILDINGS TO BE PRISONS

\Section d. 1'he buildings used as common gaols for the 
impti'Oiimeut <d prisoners at Monrotia, Grand liassa. S.noe, 
Mainland, Grand Cape Mount, Marshall, Careysburg, and any 
building's now in use, in districts, towns, cities, or settlements as 
prisons "and -any buildings which may be used as a prison es- 
iablished as such by the President, shall be prisons uitliin the 
meaning of this Act.



40

IMPRISONMENT IN CERTAIN CASES.
Section 6. Unless otherwise ordered by the President. 

Judges of Courts of Record at any place in the Republic of 
Liberia other than the City of Monrovia, who shall commit a 
prisoner for trial on appeal before the Supreme Court and shall 
sentence a prisoner to imprisonment for a term exceeding one 
month, in cases where the prisoner is unable to give bond, shall 
endorse on the back of the warrant of commitment that such 
prisoner shall be detained or imprisoned in the central prison 
at Monrovia; and this endorsement shall be sufficient warrant for 
the removal of the prisoner to the said central prison for de­
tention or imprisonment, as the case may he, and for the super­
intendent of the prison to receive and keep him under such 
endorsed commitment.

REMOVAL OF PRISONERS FROM ONE PRISON TO ANOTHER.
Section 7. Every prisoner now under sentence or hereafter 

sentenced may. by Executive Order, he teinoved from one prison 
to another prison.

WORKING OF PRISONERS IN ANY PART AND WITHOUT 
PRECINCT OF PRISON.

Section 8. Every prisoner now under sentence, or who shall 
hereafter undergo sentence, may, by Executive Order of the Pre­
sident, be put to work in any parr of the Republic of Liberia, 
and without the precinct of any prison.

REMOVAL OF PRISONER FROM HINTERLAND PRISON TO 
PRISONS WITHIN THE COUNTIES, DISTRICT OR TERRITORY.

Section 9. (1) It shall he lawful for the President to order 
that any prisoner now under sentence or hereafter sentenced, 
and whether such prisoner be sentenced to prLon uithin the 
hinterland district, to he removed from any prison in the hinter­
land to any prison within a county, territory or district ami 
likewise, ir shall be lawful for the President by Executive Order 
to order the removal ot any prisoner from a prison in a county, 
territory or distinct to any prison within the hinterland juris­
diction; provided:

RETURN FOR RELEASE
(2) That any prisoner so removed -hall he returned 

before the expiration of hi- sentence to the prison in the countv 
territory or district from which he was s > removed, in order that' 
he may he released therefrom at the expiration of said sentence.
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INDEMNITY

(3) No personal action shall be brought against any per­
son in respect of any act botia fide done in carrying out the 
provision of this Act.

REMOVAL OF PRISONER TO CHIEFDOM WITHIN 
HINTERLAND DISTRICT

Section 10. (I) It shall be lawful for the President, by war­
rant under his hand, to direct the removal of any prisoner, before 
the expiration of such prisoner’s sentence to the chiefdom in the 
hinterland district to which such prisoner belongs, there to under­
go the residue of his sentence, and in such warrant the President 
may direct the prisoner to be delivered into the custody of 
the persons named or described in the warrant or someone or 
more of them, and to be held in custody and conveyed to the 
chiefdom to which such prisoner belongs.

(2) Every warrant purporting to be issued in pursuance of this 
Act, and to be under the hand of the President, shall be 
received in evidence in all courts of justice of the Republic of Li­
beria, without further proof, and shall be evidence of the facts 
stated therein, and all acts done in pursuance of such warrant shall 
be deemed to have been authorized by law.

(3Z) Every person named or described in the warrant shall, 
wlmfl acting in virtue thereof, have all the powers, authorities, 
protections and privileges id' a sheriff, policeman, constable, deput/y 
sherilf, court messenger or other ministerial officer.

REMOVAL OF PRISONERS TO HOSPITAL ASYLUM 
OR ISOLATION WARD

Section 11. Where there is no infirmary or isolation ward 
within or attached to the prison compound, upon medical cer­
tificate. it shall he lawful for the President to direct the removal, 
either temporarily or otherwise, to the lunatic asylum, the asylum 
for incurables, the public hospital, or other suitable buildings, of 
any prisoner who may be suffering from insanity, leprosy, or 
anv contagious or infectious disorder, and such prisoner shall 
be deemed to he in the legal custody of the person who 
may he appointed by tiie Government to have the charge of 
him; provided, that any prisoner who is suffering from any con­
tagious or infectious disease and whose removal is urgent may 
be removed and kept in custody as aforesaid on the temporary 
warrant of the Prison Superintendent pending his receipt of 
tiie order of the President.
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ESCAPE OF PRISONER
Section 12. If a prisoner escapes, or attempts to escape, 

he shall he guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof before 
a circuit court shall be liable, if he were undergoing a sentence 
of imprisonment for a period of not less than three years to im­
prisonment, with hard labour, for a further period not exceed­
ing one year; provided always, that when a prisoner escapes or 
attempts to escape he was undergoing a sentence of imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding six months, or was a prisoner on 
remand or awaiting trial, he shall be tried by the magistrate, and 
upon conviction shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour, 
for a further period not exceeding six months in addition to any 
other term of imprisonment to which he shall have been, or 
may be, sentenced to undergo.

PRISON OFFICERS AIDING PRISONERS TO ESCAPE
Section 13. . Every prison officer who aids or abets any 

prisoner to escape or attempt to escape from custody, or who, 
by gross carelessness, wilful neglect of duty, or direct dis­
obedience of orders, or who, with intent to facilitate the escape 
of any such prisoner, conveys or causes to be conveyed into any 
prison or other building in which he may for the time being be 
lawfully confined, any mask, dress or ether disguise,-or any letter* 
tool or any other article or thing calculated to assist such escape, 
shall be guilty of a mis ’emeanor, and upon conviction thereof be­
fore the circuit court shall be liable to imprisonment, with hard 
labour, for any period not exceeding two years nor less than 
one year.

Section 11. Even
AIDING OR ABETTING ESCAPES

pers n other than a prison official w In
aids or abets any prisoner in escaping or attempting to escape 
from legal custody, or who, with intent to facilitate the escape 
of any prisoner, conveys or causes to be conveyed, into any pri­
son or other building in which he the prisoner may for the rime 
being be lawfully confined, any mask, dress, or other disguise, or 
any letter, tool, or vehicle, or any other article or thing ’calculated 

and upon 
liable to 

exceeding

to assist such escape, shall be guilty of mi-demeanor, 
cmviction thereof before the circuit c<mt, shall be 
imprisonment with bard labour for any term not 
two years, nor less than one year.

INTERFERENCE WITH
If

PRISONERS PROHIBITED
Section lo. (1) If any person, except for a lawful purnose 

<md with the authority in writing of the Keeper or officer in 
charge of any orison:
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i Communicates or interferes in any manner with any prisoner 
at work without the precinct of such prison: or.

hi Brings or attempts in any manner to introduce into such 
prison. >r conveys to any prisoner on his way to or from 
work or whilst .it work, any substance or thing prohibited

• by law or by the rules of the prison to he brought or 
introduced into tiie prison, or to he in the possession of a 
prisoner; or,

c By desire of any pris mer conveys any prohibited substance 
or thing into, or out of such prison; he shall be apprehended, 
and shall on summary conviction before the magistrate, he 
liable to a pen iltv not exceeding fifty dollars, or to imprison­
ment with hard lab air for a period not. exceeding four 
months, nor less th n two months.

(o', [f •, nriso.i officer does any of the things mentioned in’be 
foregoing sii o-sect ion. excap in the discharge of his lawful 
'll!x as ■ r scribe 1 by law or by th * rules of the prisons, he 
shad he guioy of an offence, an i shad mi summary conviction 
the. 'of before a magistrate m- Justice of tiie Peace he liable 
t i pc ilty not exceeding iiity collars or to imprisonment, with 
bird iahour, f r a peri d not exceeding four months and not less 
ii an two months, and. in a lition th ua to. shall forfeit any salary 

llllt may io due to him, aim. shall nor he qualified to receive 
1V o i ul'\ g pension w iiich he might otherwise have been

o irlei and dial be I s nissed Ir an ollice.

E EERY PRISONER SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE IN THF 
LEGAL CUSTODY OF THE KEEPER

See; on Id. Every pri' tier cm loci in any prison shall he 
ie med to !)■ in the iega1 custody ol the keeper ol the prison

wb in the keeper may depute the custody 
r tern noraiily or otherw ise, under the auihor- 
for the purpose oi carrying out any of the 
or any other Act which may come into 

, ce. .any regulation pi« scribed in iursuance of the authority 
uiid'r this orany other Act: provided that nothing in 

v. cnnlaiiiei shall affect the jurisdiction or responsibility 
p, , Sn 'i'di' in ‘esoect of priso.urns under sentence of m-ath, 

his juris; iction or control over portions of the prison

a- of any person to 
>u -a urisoner. eitlr

O', tile Pre-ileut.
>>• e. isi m' ot this Am

w here such 
:i' may be 
sentence o'

IH
asomu's 

cs>ar\ 
It 11 ol-

arc c nfined. and the officer thereof, so far 
for the . urpose of c-. crying into -fleet tin 
fur any purpose retiring thereto.! t



APPOINTMENT OF PRISON OFFICERS
Section 17. (1) The President may appoint: a Keeper of the 

Monrovia Central Prison who shall be styled “The General Superin­
tendent of Prisons” and may assign to him such salary and 
allowance as may be fixed by the Legislature in the Annual 
Budget;

(2) For the Monrovia Centr il Prison, a Surgeon, a Chaplain, a 
Prison Works Administrator, a Chief Warder, a Matron, and such 
other officers as he may consider necessary for the management of 
such prison and whose salaries and expenses shall have been 
fixed in the Annual Budget.

(3) A Keeper of the prisons in each county, district, territory, 
town and city, who shall be styled “Local Prison Superintendent” 
and whose salary shall be fixed annually in the national Budget.

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

Section 18. The Superintendent shall have powers and shall 
perform such duties of inspection, direction, supervision, and con­
trol of, and over the prison, prison officers and prisoners as are 
enacted by this Act, or as may be prescribed by the prison rules.

TO BE SUBJECT TO CONTROL OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Section 19. In the performance of his duties, the General 
Superintendent of Prisons shall be subject to the general control 
and directions of the Attorney General. The Local Prison 
Superinten lents shall, in the performance of their respective 
duties be subject to the control and direction of th*: General 
Superintendent of Prisons, in the hinterland, the Local Prison 
Superintendent in the performance of his duties shall be sub­
ject to the control and direction of the District Commissioner. 
In the county, territory and districts within the county juris­
diction, inspection of the prisons shall be carried out at least 
twice a month by the County, Territorial and District Attorney 
of the locality in which the prison is established.

REPORT BY KEEPER OF DISTRICT PRISON TO 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER

Section 20. The Keeper of the District Prison shall not 
have power to pun:sh either their subordinates or any prisoner 
tor any breaches of prison rule, but shall report the same to 
the District Commissioner. The Keeper of the Hinterland Prisons



4-5

mil all other prisons within the Republic of Liberia shall make 
quarterly reports to the Attorney General upon the forms pre­
scribed therefor by the Department of Justice, copy of which 
shall be tiled with the District Commissioner; the report shall 
be transmitted regularly on the thirtieth day of November, thirty- 
tiijst day of March, thirtieth day of June, and thirtieth day of 
September of each year, through the District Commissioner to 
the Secretary of Interior, who shall immediately transmit th6
sa^ie to the Attorney General. \

st
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS TO HAVE POWER OF THE 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISONS

Section 21. The District Commissioners shall have the like 
powers as are conferred by this or any other Prison Act. or 
any Prison Rules prescribed in virtue thereof, on the General 
Superintendent of Prisons.

KEEPER NOT LIABLE TO ANY ACTION FOR ESCAPE

Section 22. The Keeper shall not be liable to any action 
for the escape trom imprisonment of any prisoner, unless it 
cm be shown or prove! that such escape has resulted from 
the want of proper care, attention and supervision on his part.

LIABILITY OF SHERIFF

Section 23. The Sheriff shall not be liable for the escape 
from imprisonment of any prisoner after such prisoner shall have 
been ban led over to tin* custody of the Keeper. Proof that the 
prisoner has been handed over to the Keener by the Sheriff or 
.any officer acting under' his direction shall be, the endorsement 
of receipt of the prisoner by the Keeper duly signed by the 
Kt'eper of the prison.

RETURNS BY SUPERINTENDENTS
Section 21. Ihe Prison Superintendent, or in the Ilinter- 

,an i, the District Commissioner shall make a return in writing 
to ihe circuit court at any regular session authorized by law 
before each sitting thereof, detailing the number and description 

f funs mers confined within such prison and aw’aiting their trial/ 
sho/ving anv previous convictions of such prisoner; and he shal’ 
■iiso’ furnish the Attorney General, and the County Attorney of 
the County nearest the reporting district wdth a like return ten 

ays before the sitting of the circuit cunt of the county to which 
the report is being made, and shall either himself attend or de.
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pute one of the officers of the prison to attend at every such 
sitting of the court and answer all such inquiries as may be made 
with respect to state and condition-of the prison and the prisoners 
confined therein.

WHIPPING NOT TO EXCEED 15 STROKES

Section 25. No whipping ordered by any court, justice of the 
peace, magistrate, or district commissioner shall exceed the number 
of 15 strokes at any one whipping, or for any one offense or 
for breach of the prison rules.

FORM OF INFORMATION

Section 26. In any information against any person for any 
offence contrary to the provision of this Act, it sha 1 be sufficient 
to charge and allege that the prisoner by whom, ir in relation 
to whom, such offense was committed was, at the time of such 
commission, under sentence of imprisonment with or without hard 
labour, as the case may be. and in lawful custody.

i , • •
CLERK OF COURT TO FURNISH CERTIFICATE 

OF CONVICTION

Section 27. 'Ihe Clerk of Court or- other officer having 
the custody of the records of court where such sentence shall 
have been passed or made shall, at the request of the At­
torney General in Montserrado County or in the counties, or 
in the city, territory and district by the County, Territory or 
District Attorney thereof, make out and give a certificate in 
writing, signed by him containing the effecr and substance 
only (omitting the formal part or parts thereof respectively, of 
every information and conviction of such offender, and of 
the sentence thereupon, which certificate shall upon proof of 
identity be sufficient evidence of the conviction and sentence ot 
such offender.)

VISITS TO THE PRISONS

Section 28. It shall be lawful for the Attorney General, 
(or any person designated by him) to visit any prison at any rime 
and shall have power to examine into the general state and con­
dition thereof, the treatment, and condition of the prisoners and 
such other matters and things as may be ail visable and he shall 
once in every year make a report to the l’resi amt .in the state 
and condition of the prisons accompanied by such recommenda­
tions as he may think proper. The Sheriff for the County or
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any law officer for the State may be deputed by the Attorney 
General to carry out the visit and inspection and to examine 
the state and condition of the prison and prisoners and all other 
matters appertaining to them and to report their findings to the 
Attorney General. Every Sheriff of a county, territory or district 
in which the prison is situated shall visit the prison in his county, 
territory or district at least once a week and shall examine into 
the general state and condition thereof, the treatment and condition 
of the prisoners and such other matters and things as may he 
advisable, and to report to. in Montserrado County, the Attorney 
General, and in each of the counties, territory or district, to 
the County. Territorial or District Attorney and may make sugges­
tions and recommendations for the better conduct and management 
of tin; prison.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO MAKE ROLES

Section 2b. 1 lie general supervision, direction and control of
the several prisons and prisoners ot the Republic of Liberia 
shall be vested in tiie Attorney General: he shall have power, 
unde^f' approval of tin* President to make such rules as may be 
nece-.sary or desirable for tiie good government of the prison-^ 
of tifee Republic of Liberia, in ^o far .as circumstances admit, th«\ 
treatment of prisoners, tht; punishment of offenses committed in 
any prison, tin- employment of prisoners under sentence, within 
or without the precinct of the prism, the carrying out of the 
provisions of this or any other subsequent act governing the prisons 
and the prescript i ns of the rules made in pursuance thereof ami 
such other matte:* and things as may be deemed neces-ary and 
proper.

BREACH OF PRISON RULES

Section 30. Any ;>ri< mer committing any breach of the 
prison* rule* snail be icilt with in the manner provided for by­
law or in such rule*.

PERSON GIVING FALSE EVIDENCE SUBJECT TO 
PENALTY FOR PERJURY

Section 31. AL olfciisos, against prison discipline and rules, 
committed by prisoners. except such as the Superintendent is 
cm powered to deal with, shall be i ii(| u i re 1 into by the Sheriff and 
any person giving fals - evidence at such inquiry shall be liable 
in all tin* pains ano penalties attached to oerjnry. For tin; pur­
pose of this section, the Sherilf shall have magisterial powers 
with re-pect to administering oaths.
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SALE OF UNCLAIMED ARTICLES
Section 32. All articles taken from any prisoner and remain 

ing unclaimed in the hands of the Superintendent of a prison, 
nr in the Hinterland, the District Commissioner for a longer 
period than six months from the death or discharge of such 
prisoner, shall he publicly sold in such manner as the prison 
Superintendent or District Commiss oner shall deem expedient, 
and the proceeds shall he paid in toe Treasury and form part 
of the general revenues.

PERSON SUED FOR ANYTHING LONE IN PURSUANCE OF 
THIS ACT PLEADING THE GENERAL ISSUE

Section 33. If any suit or action shall be prosecuted against 
any person for anything done in pursusnce of this Act or any 
other prison law or rules made in pursuance thereof, such 
person may plead the general issue and cite this Act and the 
rules made in pursuance thereof, in abatement of the action, and 
the special matter in evidence at any trial to he had thereupon, 
and that the same was done by the authority of this or any 
other Prison Act, or rule; and if the verdict or judgment shitll 
be given for the defendant or the plaintiff shall he non-suited 
or discontinue his action after issue joined, or if upon demurrVr 
or otherwise, judgment shall be given against the plaintiff, the 
defendant shall recover double costs and have the like remedy 
for the same as any defendant hath by law in other cases; and, 
though such verdict or judgment shall be given for the plaintiff 
in any such action such plaintiff shal! not have costs against the 
defendant.

POWER TO BRING PRISONER UPON WARRANT TO 
GIVE EVIDENCE

Section 31. It shall be lawful for any judge of a court 
of record, municipal magistrate or justice of the peace to issue 
a warrant under his hand directed to the Superintendent or 
Keeper of any prison ordering him to bring up any person con­
fined as a prisoner under any order of commitment for trial, 
or under any civil process to be examined as a witness in any 
cause or matter pending, or to be inquired of, in any court, ot­
to be examined as a witness in any inquiry by a Commission 
appointed by the President in virtue of the provisions of any 
la* or presidential decree: provided that such warrant shall not 
be granted as of course, nor unless the judge, municipal magis­
trate or justice of the peace as the case may be, shall be shewn 
that the evidence to be given by such prisoner have probable 
ground for believing that the evidence of the prisoner is material: 
the warrant shall only be issued upon the written application



49

nf the party in whose favour »uch prisoner is called to testify 
a> a witness; and, such application shall specifically state that the 
evidence is material to the issue joined between the plaintiff and 
defendant, and that no better evidence exists, that the applica­
tion is not made for the mere purpose of delay, and shall briefly 
'tate the tacts which the testifying prisoner intends to prove.

1 he I rison Superintendent, Keeper of the prison, or person in 
whose custody such prisoner may be shall forthwith obey such 
warrant by bringing the prisoner to the court in his custody, or 
by delivering him to such officer of the court as the warrant'may 
order; and, if the nrisoner under the terms of the warrant be 
deliverei to any officer of the court, the Keeper of the prison 
or other person shall not whilst such prisoner is in custody of 
the court or officer, be liable for the escape of such prisoner. 
Every warruit issued in pursuance of the provisions of this sec­
tion lor bringing up from the prison a prisoner to give evidence 
-hail he issued in triplicate, two copies of which shall be de­
puted with the Keeper of the prison when the warrant is 
served unon him; the copies of warrants so deposited with the Keep­
er of the prison shall become a part of tiie prison records, and in 
addition to the entry in the register of the prison of the trans­
action, tht; Keeper of the prison shall endorse on the back of 
each warrant tht! date of service upon him, time of delivery of 
the urisoner, date of return of the prisoner, and ali other necessary 
matters of information; one copy of such warrant shall be annexed 
to the monthly report of tiie Prison Superintendent when it is
bein<* forwarded to the Attorney General.*■> *

REMOVAL OF PRISONER FOR TRIAL

Section 35. A prisoner may be brought up for trial, and 
may be removed bv or under the direction of the Keeper of the 
orison in which he i< conlincd from such prison to another, 
tor the purpose of being trie I, and n< nrisoner whilst in the 
custody of the prison officer shall be deemed to have escaped, 
although be may be taken to different places of confinement.

PROCEDURE WHERE A PRISONER IS CHARGED 
BEFORE A COURT WITH AN OFFENSE

Section 3(1. if any person imprisoned in any prison shall be 
charge I with any offence before any court which if such person 
was not imprisoned, would require the issuance ot a warrant of 
arrest, such court may issue an order jo the form of the schedule 
h< ret i attached or to the like effect on the Keeper of the prison 
in which such person is imprisoned, ilireeting him to bring such
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person before the court. Such Keeper shall hrin_j the peison 
charged with the offence before the court accordingly, and the like 
proceedings shall be had with respect to such offence as if lie 
had been brought up on a warrant; provided, that if the person 
so charged shall be remanded, committed tor trial, imprisoned 
or detained by such court, he shall lie so remanded, committed for 
trial, imprisoned, or detained either in the prison whence lie came 
or in such other prison as such court may direct.

REMISSION OF SENTENCE
Section 37. Provision may be made by the rules of tie- 

prison for enabling the prisoner sentenced to imprisonment, 
whether by one sentence or cumulative sentences for a period 
of six months or over, to earn by special industry and good con­
duct, a remission of a portion of his imprisonment, and on his 
discharge his sentence shall be deemed to have expired.

RELEASE OF PRISONERS

Section 38. No prisoner shall be released exeent upon the 
following provision o€ law:

1. By order of the President, exercising the Constitutional 
power in granting executive clemency to tiny prisoner 
regularly sentenced by a court of justice;

2. By operation of law, or expiration of the term of sentence;
3. Prisoners dying from natural causes or accident, (I) .a 

medical certificate must he issued b> the Medical Officer 
certifying the cause of death; (2) a notation must he made 
on the register of the prison immediately; (3) the duplicate 
of the certificate must he filed with the Attorney General;

1. Prisoners awaiting trial releas'd by written order of a 
court of justice, shewing that the release is the result of 
acquittal of the defendant when being tried, or that during 
the trial or examination the court finds no merits upon 
■hich to predicate a charge and therefore discharges the 

defertdant from further custody.

FORM AND PROCEDURE OF RELEASE

Section 39. Every release issued in pursuance of the pro­
visions of the foreg dng section shall he made in quadruplicate 
upon the form provided in the prison rules, the original, duplicate 
and triplicate shall lie sent to the Attorney General, who snail 
retain the original in the records of the Department of Justin



an i tra isnut the duplicate and triplicate to the Sherilf of the 
c unit) in which the prisoner is incarcerat-d: immedia’ely upon 
he receipt bv tiie said Sheriff -f the two copies of release, he

"’ta^l retain tt'.e dunlic.ite in the dies id' his ollice and trans- 
mi' the triplicate to the prison keeper who >hall execute the 
rdVrs contained therein. In a case where a prisoner detained 

for i rial is reieas-u b\ a court of justice upon grounds of ac­
quittal. or ui'charged Id r want of evidence, tin* release in triplicate 
sha I be sem t ■ tile law officer ot the county, territory or dis­
trict d' the releasing court; tin* law ollicer shall retain one copy 
d the roa'i-e anu forward two copies t ■ the Sheriff for dis­
position as hereinbefore prescribed.

PENALTY FOR VIOLATING PRISONER'S RELEASE LAW

Section Id No court of justice shall s«a spoitfe release any 
onsoner except in accordance with the provision' contained in 
Scctio' s 3 s and 3d of this Act: any person or official violating 
the provisions of this s-ction, shall upon complaint addressed 
to the President by the Attorney General or any law officer 
deputed b,\ him. anti proof thereon, be lined in the sum of 
fifty dollars or be suspended or dismissed from office.

VISITING PRISON BY PRIVATE PERSONS, OR 
OFFICIALS NOT AUTHORIZED

Section 41. It shall be unlawful for any person to enter upon 
the prison grounds, compound or in any prison house, house 
',*f c taei-ti n or piace of detention where prisoners are detained 
. ,. |iej,i in imstocy, without permission previously granted in 
writing upon the form prescribed by the prison rules lor this 
mirooso. only isMted under the hand and signature of the Sherilf 
of the cm tv. territory or district in which the prison is situated 
•md to which vi'.lation is desire 1 to be made. ft shall be un- 
liofui tor any official to enter upon the prison grounds, or the 
compound or to enter into any buihiing where prisoners are de­
mined o’- conlined under any color of right or authority of official­
dom unless he is authorized to do so by virtue of authority 
trrAnrei under this or any Mibsequent enactment, or the rules 
piayscribei in pursuance of this Act or any other subsequen/ 

Prisbn Ac* /
OFFICIALS AUTHORIZED TO VISIT PRISON 

WITHOUT PREVIOUS PERMISSION

Section I -. The following officials of Government are 
I,or z - a >r permitted to visit my prison within the Republic
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of Liberia without previous permission being granted: the 
President and Vice President of Liberia: the Attorney General 
of Liberia; any lair officer of the county, territory or district in 
which the prison is established: and the members of the National 
Legislature of the Kepublic of Liberia.

VISITING DAYS
Section 43. The Prison Rules may fix or prescribe the days 

and hours on which visits to the prison may be made and. may 
provide for permits to be issued by the prison keeper to visit 
any prison on visiting days. All such permission shall be re­
ported to the Sheriff at the end of the week. The rules of the 
prison may limit or restrain the conduct of visitors and their 
privileges whilst visiting the prisoners: any b'each of such rules 
may be punished by a fine of not more than ten dollars nor less 
than five dollars upon complaint and proof bef'oie the Municipal 
Magistrate or Justice of the Peace by the Sheriff of the enuntut 
the prison keeper or anv other officer of the prison.

PRISONERS TO PERFORM HARD LABOUR ,
Section 44. Every prisoner sentenced to a term of imprison­

ment in virtue of the provisions of law shall perform hard labour 
during the term of his sentence and no modification or suspension 
of this provision shall be made unless upon:

1. Orders of the President of Liberia;

2. Advice of the Medical Officer of the J’rison or other re­
puted Medical Officer employed in the service of the 
Liberian Government, specifically certifying that such 
prisoner is physically unable to perform hard labour. 
In the county, territory or district where no Medical 
Officer is appointed by Government generally, or specific­
ally to the prison, an\ prisoner interested tiny apply to 
the law officer of the locality through the orison keeper 
for a medical examination of the state of his health and 
such examination shall be ordered by the law officer 
to whom the applica ion is made and the medical 
certificate shall be issi.ed by the examining physician and 
transmitted to the law officer of the locality in which 
the prisoner is detained or confined.

QUALIFICATION OF PERSONNEL APPOINTED TO 
POSITION IN PRISON SERVICE

Section 45. No person shall be appointed to the positions of 
Prison Sunerintendenr. Chaplain. Prison Works Administrator. Chief
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AV artier and Clerk unless he shall have passed the Civil Service 
Examination. Nevertheless, in order to promote efficiency and 
discipline in the Prison Service, the President may appoint a 
military officer of rank to the position of Superintendent of any 
prison, and, when such officer is appointed, he shall he detach­
ed from the military command during the period he serves as 
Su pe> mtendent.

SECURITY TO GOVERNMENT FOR PERFORMANCE 
OF DUTY

Section l(i. Pver\ Prison Superintendent, Prison Works 
Administrator, Chief \\ ardor and Clerk employed in the Prison 
Service of the Kepublic of Liberia shall give bond or security 
to the Kepublic of Liberia for the faithful performance of the 
duty assigned him from time to time, the bond to lie the form 
prescribed in the Prison Rules and the sum therein named shall 
be lived in the discretion of the President.

LIABILITY OF KEEPER TO PRISONER

Section 17. the Keeper ot a prison shall not be liabl^ 
a prisoner iar acts done within the legal scope of bis power/

io action -.bill lie against him for severe treatment where tin 
lets done are in accordance with the regulations of the prison andf 

art* necessary for the proper punishment of the prisoner or 
o secure his submission ana obedience.

i IDENTIFICATION OF PRISONERS r

Section d-S. Every prisoner incarcerated or committed to 
any prison within the Republic of Liberia shall be identified 
bv taking his photograph and bertillon measurements; these shall 
be preserved in the records of the prison and duplicates thereof 
shall be tiled in the Central Oifiee of the Department of 
Justice, the records made and information recorded in respect 
if such identification or discovery shall b- striedy confidential 

and excluded from judicial inquiry unless upon order of the 
Atti.ney General of other law oificer for the Republic. These 
identification records shall be received in evidence and shall be 
conclusive on the question of identity. No inspection of the 
records of identification shall be permitted to anv person except 
upon the written permission of the Attorney General or other 
law oificer of the Department of Justice.

VISITORS TO PRISON TO BE SEARCHED

Section 11). The Superintendent or Keeper of the prison may 
in his diseietion require every visitor to the Prison, except the
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authorized official visitors, to be searched, but no search shall 
be made without the consent of the visitor; all searches shall 
be done in private; should the visitor decline or refuse to permit 
himself to be searched, the Superintendent or Keeper shall have 
the right to decline to permit his visit to the prison ground or inter­
view with the prisoner, and may further request such visitor to 
vacate the prison premises and upon his refusal to depart, may 
eject him. No action of damages shall lie against the Super­
intendent or Keeper of the prison for the exercise of the powers 
and duties imposed upon him in this section.

ACTION TO BE COMMENCED WITHIN SIX MONTHS

Section 50. All actions, suits and prosecutions to he com­
menced against any person for anything done in pursuance of 
this Act shall be commenced within six months after the act 
is committed and not later.

SAVING OF RIGHTS OF EXISTING OFFICERS

Section 51. Nothing in this Act shall affect any officer hold­
ing office in this Prison Service at the passing of this Act, and 
each officer employed or appointed in the Prison Service of the 
Republic shall continue to hold office until discharged or until 
his successor is appointed, and until he is relieved by discharge 
suspension or otherwise, he shall be subject to the duties and 
liabilities herein prescribed snd as may be prescribed in the Prison 
Rules.

Approved December 1G, 1938.
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CHAPTER XXVI

SECTIONS 2,3, 4. 6, 9 AND 10 OF ANA a AN ACT CHARTERING THE SAINT JOHN
aVCdowS/’t aCI^6ND BASSA COUNTY. REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, APPROVED JANUARY 29. 1920."

is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled’.

section 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
of this Aet, Section Two (2) of the above cited Act be and 
is hereby amended as follows:

After the words ‘consist of” ow the first line of said section 
delete the word ‘‘seven” and insert the word “five”.

Section 2. I hat after the word “commence’’ on the first 
line of Section 3 of said Act. delete the remainder of said section 
and insert tit following words:

At the Southern boundary of the Settlement of Bexley at 
the point known as ‘Rick’s Wharf’ on the bank of the Saint 
John lliver running West eight miles; thence North eight (8) miles 
to the (ibee-Yae Creek at the Northern boundary of the Settle- 
meir ol^ Harrisville; thence South eight (8) miles along the bank 
ol the Saint John River including all the areas formerly known 
as the xetti on tuts of Bexley, Hartford, Fortsville, Harrisville and 
Buelah.”

Section That after the words ‘‘Mayor and” on the second 
line ot Section t, delete the word “seven” and insert the word 
‘‘live’ . On the third line of said section, delete the words “for 
two years’ and insert the words ‘‘for four years.”

Section I-. that the word “three-fourth (3 /t),” on the second 
line of Section (i be and is hereby deleted and the word “four-fifth” 
inserted. On line seven delete the word “one fourth” and insert 
the word “one-fifth.”

Section 5. Delete the words “each month” on the second 
line of Section 9 and insert the following words “January, April, 
July and October.

Section <». After the words “Mayor and” on the first line 
of Section 10. delete the word “seven” and insert the word 
‘live”.
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Section 7. This Act shall go into effect immediately and 
be published in hand bills.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.

Approved November 21. 1938.

R-



PRIVATE ACTS
OF THE

THIRTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

OF THE

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

CHAPTER XXVII

AN ACT GRANTING A PENSION TO COLONEL EDWARD 
W LEONARDS OF GRAND BASSA COUNTY.

Whereas, Colonel Edward W. Leonards of Grand Bassa County 
lias petitioned the National Legislature of Liberia showing forth 
his '.mg aiul continued service in the Militia of the Jiepublic of 
Lih.eria. covering a period of 18 years and has been in 
active service in the \ ear 1892, in Grand Bassa County, in the 
year 1*93: in an expedition in Maryland County under the com­
mand of Colonel Gross, and in the year 1903, commanded the 
Grand Bassa an i Sinoe Begiments in the Nana Kroo Expedition, 
ami thereafter commanded the Second Regiment of the Liberian 
Army, until In* honourably retired; and

Whereas, tin* sai l Colonel Edward W. Leonards is now eld 
and feeble being of the age of seventy years, and has declined 
hi health: therefore:

/( is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the liepnblie 
of Liberia in Lei/is/atnre assembled:

Section 1. That fr in and immediately after the passage of 
inis Act the said Edward W. Leonards he, and is hereby granted^ 
an ;niuual pension of One huudrid and fifty dollars ($150.00) for^

n i



his natural life, to be paid in monthly payments of twelve dollars 
and fifty cents per month, commencing from the month of January 
A. D. 1939.

Section 2. And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby au­
thorized to draw for same under warrant of the President from 
any monies in the Public Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Passed by limitation.

October 18, 1938.

CHAPTER XXVIII

AN ACT RESTORING E.A.L. McCAULAY OF GREENVILLE. 
SINOE COUNTY. REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. TO CITIZENSHIP

It is enacted by the Senate and House of He/irt sentatives of the Hepublic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
of this Act, E. A. I.. McCaulay of the City of Greenville. Since 
County, of the Republic ot Liberia, is hereby restored to citizen­
ship.

Section 2. 'this Act shall take effect immediately and be 
published in hand bills.

Passed by limitation.

October 24. 1938

CHAPTER XXIX

JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING THOMAS M. MOORE. MAJOR 
GENERAL. LIBERIAN ARMY, OF THE COUNTY OE GRAND 
BASSA, R. L . AN ANNUITY.

M hereas, Major General 1 homas M. Moore, Liberian Army,* 
of the County of Grand Bassa, R. L., has faithfully served his 
country in the Army, rising from the rank of Private to that of 
Major General of the Army; and

Whereas, it is the policy of the Government to show ap­
preciations to those of her citizens who faithfully rendered 
valuable services for her; and
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Whereas. the said Thomas AT. Moore during his active ser­
vices. in defence of his country, did receive several bodily wounds;

It resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic \ 
Liberia in Legislature assembled:of Libt

Section 1. That immediately after the passage of this Joint 
Resolution, Major General Thomas AT. Moore, L. A., of ijrand 
Bassa County he and is hereby granted an annuity of three 
hundred dollars ($300.09) during his natural life.

Section 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to pay the same under warrant of the President, out 
of any monies in the Public Treasury not otherwise appropriat­
ed in monthly installments of twenty-five dollar* ($25 00).

Section 3. The effective date of this Joint Resolution shall 
be the first da\ of January .V I). 1939.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding 

Passed bv limitation.

November 17. 1R3S. A
y

CHAPTER XXX.
\

A JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING TO MARY L. FORD OF 
SINOE COUNTY, R. L., WIDOW OF THE LATE PRINCE A 
FORD THE PENSION GRANTED HER HUSBAND

It is enacted by tin Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic Of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section I. 1 hat from and immeiiailey after the passage of 
tins Joint Resolution, Alary L. Ford of Sinoe County is hereby 
or oiled the pension of lift) dollars per annum that by law was 
f rmeri) paid her late hush,and.

Section 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury, under warrant 
«.f the President, shall pay same out of any monies of the Public 
Treasury not oilier wise appropriated.

This Act shall take effect as of January 1, 1939.Section

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Passed by limitation.

November 17, 193$.



JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING TO NANCY G WALBUCK. 
WIDOW OF THE LATE SANDY WALBUCK OF GRAND BASSA 
COUNTY THE PENSION WHICH WAS BY LAW PAID TO HER 
LATE HUSBAND.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the liepublu 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
of this Joint Resolutio i, Nancy G. Walbuck is hereby granted 
the pension which Sand. Walbuck. her husband, was by law paid.

Section 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury i* hereby 
authorized to pay same, upon warrant of the President, out of 
anv monies in the Public Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Section 3. This Act shall take effect as from the first day 
of January A. D. 1939, and be published in hand bill-.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Passed by limitation 

November 17. 193 s.

CHAPTER XXXII

A JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING AGABUS E. WALKER 
OF MONTSERRADO COUNTY. AN ANNUITY

Whereas, Agabus E. Walker did serve his country in three 
expeditions, and in which expeditions he served in a faithful and 
patriotic manner: and

Whereas, in the last expedition in which he served i- Captain 
of Company Johnson Volunteer- in the year 1910, settling a tribal 
war in the Yarn vor quella Section. Liberian hinterland, he was 
compelled to expose himself in such a manner that he became 
afflicted and as a result of -aid affliction, his health became 
impaired to the extent that he ha- now become an invalid and 
unable to maintain himself, ami

Whereas, ir has always been the policy of the Government to 
-how appreciation in a concrete way for faithful, honest md
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putri 'tic services rendered by her citizens with a view of stimulat­
ing others to like services: therefore.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of Hu RepnbHa 
of Liberia in I.e<iislatn re assembled:

S-ction 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
of this Joint Resolution, Agabus Id. Walker of the City of 
Careysburg, Montserrado County, is h-reby granted an annuity 
in the sunt of $150.00 annually during his natifal lifetime.

Section That the Secretary of the Ida usury under warrant 
of the President be and he is hereby authorized to draw for 
same on, f any monies in the Public Id'-tsury n >r otherwise 
apnropriate 1, in monthly installments of $12.50.

Secti ui •'>. This Joint Resolution shall take effect as from 
the hr* i.ay of January A. lb 1030.

Anv law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Passed by iimiiation.

November 20. lifts.

CHAPTER XXXIII

AN ACT GRANTING EIGHTEEN ACRES OF LAND TO REV 
EREND AND MRS. C. F. WALIN, AND MISS LUCILLE JINKINS, 
TRUSTEES OF 1’HE ASSOCIATE FELLOWSHIP OF THE AS­
SEMBLY OF GOD’S MISSION, OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. BLUE BARROW IN THE MANTRO CHIEFDOM, 
SINOE COUNTY, FOR MISSIONARY AND EDUCATIONAL PUR 
POSES

It is enaeled by th> Senate mol House of Representative s of the liepnblie o) 
J. on rin in I.eyislala re assembled:

Secc m 1. licit from and immediately alder the passage 
id this Vet s ich persons named be and they are hereby gmnttd 
meh een acres „f nublic l in t at Blue Harrow in the Mantro Chief- 
,.UU. Sinoe Comity, to be used by them and their successors 

in ollice . >r missionary ana educational purposes.
and is 
public

Section 2. That the President of the Republic be 
reby authorized to grant a deed for eighteen acres of
a

l\ ((.•UIUUU6VU . .
*to the above mentioned trustees of the aforesaid assembly 

Mantro Chiefdom, Sinoe County, out ol anyBlue Barrow,
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public lands in the above mentioned Chi-fdom of the County 
-^aforesaid not otherwise appropriated.

Section .3. That the said trustees and other officers of ihe 
Msaid assembly and their successors in office 'hall hold and 
possess the aforementioned true of land as long as the said 
land is continuously used for the purposes herein set forth, 
provided that, should the said grant cease for two consecutive years 
to be employed ami used for the service herein specified, said 
land together with all rights therein, and all buildings and ap­
purtenances thereto belonging shall revert to Government of the
Renublic without compensation.

Any law to the contrary n itwithstand ing.
Approved November 21, 1938.

CHAPTER XXXIV

JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING G. C. BODO HOFFMAN OF 
HOFFMAN STATION, MARYLAND COUNTY, R L AN 
ANNUITY.

// is resolved by the Senate and House of Represent'd ires of the llepiddie 
of Liberui in Leqislature assembled:

Section 1. That front and after the passage of this .Joint 
Resolution, C. C. Bodo Hoffman of Man land County, R. 
for loyal and patriotic services rendered the country in several 
expeditions against the enemies of the Republic, be ar.d is herebv 
granted an annuity ot sixty dollars ($60.00) during his natural life

Section 2. That the 
hereby authorized, under 
same out of any monies 
appropriated.

Secretary o! ihe Treasury. R. L. js 
warrant of the President, to pay ihe 
in the Public Treasury not otherwise

Section 3. That the effective 
shall he the first day of January

date of this 
A. 1). 1939.

Joint Resolution

Any law to the contrary notwirhstan iing. 

Approved November 21. 1038.
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CHAPTER XXXV

JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING J. CATHERINE SMITH OF 
THE COUNTY OF GRAND BASSA, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA,

AN ANNUITY.

/Whereas John J. Smith did serve his country in the expedi- 
tion^of A. 1). 1910 thereby receiving mortal wounds which resulted 
iti Wis death causing an irreparable loss to his widow. J. Catherine 
Smith, who is now aged and incapable of providing for her 
maintenance; therefore

II is resolved by the Senate. and House of /{epresentatires of the ltepublie 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. 1'hat the said .1. Catherine Smith, widow of the 
late John .1. Smith of the County of Grand Bassa, ltepublie of 
Liberia. b>j and is hereby granted an annuity of sixty dollars 
i $(50.00) during her natural life.

Section 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury, B. L., be 
and is hereby authorized, under warrant of the President, to pay 
same out of .any monies in the Public Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated in monthly installments of live dollars (£5.00) each.

Section 3. The effective date of this Joint Resolution shall 
be the first flay of January A. 1). 1939.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved Xovember 21, 1938.

CHAPTER XXXVI

JOINT RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT TO 
CHARLES VANAH WRIGHT OF THE SETTLEMENT OF AR- 
THINGTON, MONTSERRADO COUNTY, A SUM OF MONEY AS 
COMPENSATION FOR USE BY THE GOVERNMENT, OF HIS 
HOUSE AND ENTIRE PREMISES AS A ‘PEST HOUSE” IN THE

YEAR A. D 1929.

doctrine^ 
bounu tr^ 
case ere-

*) Whereas, in conformity with the principles of the 
of ^“expropriation.” the Government becomes legally 
administer just coin nensat ion to its citizens when in a 
sente i it is clear that the\ are entitled to same, anu

1
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Whereas, by a petition hull submitted to the Legislature by 
Charles Vanah Wright of tin; Settlement of Arthington aforesaid, 
setting forth on oath, that in February of the year A. I). 1929, 
on the outbreak of smallpox in the aforesaid Settlement, bis 
house and entire premises therein situated were requisitioned for 
four (t) months by the Sanitary Department appointed by the 
Government to be used as a ‘'Pest House” for housing smallpox 
cases, thus preventing the spread of the tnaiady; and

Whereas, by virtue of an award of an arbitration duly ordered 
by the llonourai le L. A. Grimes. Attorney Gen >ral of the 
Republic of Liberia, he, the sai i petitioner was aw tided a sum 
of One hundred and eighty-one dollars and sixty cents (§181.60); 
therefore

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Heiiresenla,lives of the lle/mldo 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this Joint Reso­
lution, the sum of One hundred and eighty-one dollars ami sixty 
cents is hereby appropriated to compensate Charles Vanah 
Wrigh' of the Settlement of Arthington, Mintserrido County, 
for the use by Government of h s bouse and entire premises in 

-'the aforesaid Settlement; and the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby authorized to pay -aim; from any monies not 
otherwise appropriated, and upon warrant of the President of 

uthe Kept biie of Liberia. Said amount shall appear in the official
budget for the ensuing fiscal year.

Any iaw to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved November 21, 1938.
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CHAPTER XXXVII

JOI T RESOLUTION GRANTING ANNUITY TO A. R 
CHINOWETH. SR., OF THE COUNTY OF GRAND CAPE

MOUNT

M hereas, A R. Chinoweth, Sr., immigrated to Liberia in the 
year D S8. at the age of twenty-eight years, and two years later 
v as emoiled in toe Mi itia: and upon two (2) occasions was called 
i.ito active sert ice. when the Settlement of Cape Mount was 
placed under martial aw. to repel the invading forces from tin' 
hinterland; and

Whereas, the said A. li. Chinoweth, Sr., also served in the 
expedition under command of the late General R. A. Sherman 
whejai the memorable battle of Gbesseh was fought, and was also 
in the engagement at the town of Gleemah: and

!p\Vhereas, he serve! in the Militia for twenty years attaining 
the. rank of 1st Lieutenant, and also served as Commissary for 
over Id consecutive years, until said post was closed by the 
Government: and

Whereas, the said A. li. Chinoweth. Sr., is now old and unable 
to pursue bis U'ltal avocations being of the age of 73 years, they 
best portion whereof has been given in the service id’ his country;, 
therefore: *

It in enacted bi/ the Senate and liaise af Hepresental ires af the 
lleiniblie of Liberia m Lcyislature assembled:

Section 1. Taut from and imine iiately after the passage 
nt tiiis Joint Resolution, A. k. Chinoweth, Sr., be and is here­
in granted an annuity in the dim of one hundred and twenty 
d dlar> (S120.00) per annum for his natural lifetime.

Section 2. That the Secretary of the 1'reasury, under war­
rant, of the President, be and i- herein authorized to draw 
lor same out of any monies in tin* Public Treasury not other­
wise appropriate i. in monthly installments ot ten dollar' (SlO.OO) 
per month

Section 3. I bi* law shali take cllect as from tin* first day 
<,i Jwtiar) A. P. LCi», aim he immediately published in hand bills.

An\ law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Aoproved November 21. lib’s.

i
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CHAPTER XXXVIII

JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING LOTT HILL OF THE COUNTY 
OF MONTSERRADO, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. A PENSION.

Whe reas, Lott Hill of Montserrado County, R. L.. did serve 
his country as a soldier during the Si ehn-Bopolu expedition. 
A. D. 1900, then by sustaining serious bodi y wounds w lich int apac- 
itated him from performing manual laboi r; and

Whereas, it is the policy of Government to show concrete 
appreciation to its citizens for valiant services re idered their 
country:

It is enacted bi the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legidatnre assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
this Jo int Resolution, Lott Hill of Montserrado County, R. L., be 
and is hereby granted an annual pension of one hundred dollars 
(SlOO.OO) during his natural lifetime.

Section 2. 1 hat the Secretary of the Treasury be and is
herebv authorized, under warrant of the President, to pay same 
out of any monies in the Public Treasury not otherwise .appro­
priated, in monthly installments of eight dollars thirty-three ami 
a third cents ($8.33 1/3).

Section 3. This Joint Resolution shall take effect on the 
first day of January A. 1). 1939.

Any la.w to the contrary notwithstanding.
Passed by limitation.
November 22,

CHAPTER XXXIX

JOINT RESOLUTION GRANTING SARAH WOODALL OF 
MONTSERRADO COUNTY. REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. ANNUITY.

Whereas. Frank Wooiall. Private. Liberian Arm, did serve 
his country during the Cape Palmas War of nineteen b. ndred 
and ten (A. I). 1910) under the command of Cantain John Bettv 
Liberian Armv. ami during said war lost his life th« rebv ciu«ing 
an irreparable loss to his mother Sarah Woodall who' is now 
aged and infirm without any means of support,- and



A hereas, it is the policy of the Government to show ap­
preciation tor faithful ami heroic services rendered by her 
citizens;

/t is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. 1'hat from atid immediately after the passage of 
this Joint Resolution, Sarah Woodall of Montserrado County, 
Republic of Liberia, be and is hereby granted an annuity in 
the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) during her natural 
lifetime.

Section 2. 1’hat the Secretary of the Treasury, under warrant 
of the President, be and is hereby authorized to draw for 
same out of any monies in the Public Treasury not otherwise 
appropriate.i. in monthly installments of eight dollars, thirty-three 
and a third cents i$8.33 1/3).

Section 3. I he effective date of this Joint Resolution shall 
be tiie first day of January, A. I). 1939.

Any law to the contrary notwithstaning.

Approved November 25, 1938.

CHAPTER XL

AN ACT INCORPORATING THE FARMERSVILLE PROGRES 
SIVE UNION OF THE SETTLEMENT OF FARMERSVILLE, SINOE 
COUNTY. REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic 
<>f Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1 1'hat from and immediately after the passage 
o tnis Act, the Union known and styled as the “Farmersville 
Progressive Union.” of the Settlement of Farmersville. Sinoe 
County, of which A. E. Montgomery is President; B. A. Frazier, 
Vice President: A. E. M. Rauls, Patron; 1). J. Clarke, Vice Pa­
tron: Fanny J. Davies, Secretary; Lina Quins, Treasurer; Eliza 
Bing. Chaplain; M. J. Turner, Marshall; and J. J. Bing and 

■ thers who may become associated with them together with 
tneir successors in office, be and the same is hereby incorporated 
and declared a body politic and corporate under the name 
an t <yle of the " Fanners^ ille Progressive Union” of the Settle­
ment of Farmersville, Sinoe County, Republic of Liberia, and by



this name mav sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded in any 
courts nf this' Republic having competent jurisdiction.

Section 2. That the object of the Union shall he to care 
for the ophans, attend the sick and bury then dead, as well as 
to do all that tend o promote the social, moral and intellectual 
welfare, of their members and the community ii general.

Section 3. That said I'nion may own prop Tty real ami per­
sonal to the value of ive thousand dollars ($5,00( .00) and singular 
and all the rights privileges by law granted to similar .mules 
oolitic and corporate.

Arn law to tile contrary notwithstanding.

Approved November 20. lib’s.

CHAPTER XL1

AN ACT GRANTING A FERRY FRANCHISE TO HARRIET 
HARMON. J. ALLEN BENSON. J WALLACE SMITH. JANNIE 
BROWNELL NEE WHITE. C. C. DOUGANS NEE RUSSELL, 
STEPHEN J CRUSOE. T REUBEN HILL. THOMAS R. HORACE. 
MOSES B. KING. JAMES E. MORGAN ANU JOHN S. WOODS 
ON THE MECHLIN, BENSON ANU SAINT JOHN RIVERS 
BETWEEN EDINA. UPPER BUCHANAN AND MOORE S POINT, 
GRAND BASSA COUNTY. REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. TO BE 
KNOWN AS THE “EDINA BUCHANAN FERRY COMPANY.

It Ilnlr'i,l 1/1/ tht St lltltr illltl IllllOt III III /II ' -> llhllil't ' ol Hit' ll'l’llltil' 

of l.ibfi'io ill l.ii/ixlotii i'r usm i/thletl:

S.-eiion 1 That fr un and immediately after the passage of 
this Act. Harriet Harm it. .1. Alum Benson. .1. Wallace Smith, 
•laiinie Brownell nee White, Cecelia C. Dougans nee Rlisseii 
'Stephen .1, Crusoe. 1. lleuben Hill, I'homas II. Horace, Mosps ]{ 
King, .lames E. Morgan, John S. Woods, and such other persons, 
as max hereafter he >«u i ted with them. I Indr heirs and assign*, 
he and are hereby declared a i , ly oolitic aid corporate unde- 

'tin- n one and *iyie of the “Edina - Buchanan I'erry Company' 
ol Grand I >;e>a t oiiniy. llepuhlic ol Liberia, ai d as *uch mai
'in- and he sueu. pie ui and heimpieadei in my of the coun.s
1,1 ‘his Bep'i’ lie baling competent juris 1 i( don; may acquire
i!|'i hofi properly both nersonal anu real, i i the value of live
thousand uolia;- <S5.noo.oo.
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Suction 2 1'hat said Company is granttd the sole right to 
run i Merry across the Mechlin, Benson and St. John rivers be-y 
tween/ ima. ( nper Buchanan and parts adjacent, to and fro, y 
with an the rights and privileges thereto belonging for a period^ 
ol ten years with the right of ten more years after the exjnration 
of the li st period of ten years; and shall have power to do 
ali other thing-; necessary and done by similar bodies corporate.

Section Ihe maximum charges for crossing in said ferry 
shall be twelve cent- fl2 cis. .. Government employees, soldiers 
an i messengers while travelling on ollicial duiies shall always 
be given preference ami shali cross free of charge. This shall 
m no case prevent anv pars m from crossing said rivers at 
the noints name I, in tlmir ow n e nines or boats.

Section I. ''lid Comnax shall keep at each ferry established, 
a sullieient number of safe canoes and boats for said purpose 
subject, at all time and hours to the need' of travellers, and 
'hall have the exclusive right to said ferriage.

Section d Ail laws or part of laws conllicting with tilt;
•a: I\ isions of this Act he and the 'ante are hereby repealed.

\ . v biw i i the cmtriry notw ithsianding.

Basse! by limitation.

Xovcmb-r 2.) 1!K>S.

CHAPTER XLII

AN ACT REPEALING AN ACT INCORPORATING THE FERRY 
POAT COMPANY O*7 BUCHANAN, GRAND BASSA COUNTY REJ-UBLK^OF LIBERIA. PASSED AND APPROVED OCTOBER

12. A. D. 1916, AMENDED JANUARY lo, A. D 1931

„ I 6;/ SW,*,nd //«,«■«• o< AV/e-sra/e/ire- o/' Z/e- Republic
,-ia iu Let/isldture u.^euibM:

,, I That from and mime Iiately liter m; passage of 
ihe Act meorp.rating lie* ’Terry Boa. Con,pain «.b

I'.uchan in Grand Bassa Count.;, Kepublic ol Liberia, passed 
'u approve i October 12. A. 1). l!)K> and , he amendment tncre-

MS'd by limitation January Id, A. lb BCi, be .m, m 
sain • arc hereby repealed, revoked and annulled.

Any ,aw io tin- contrary not wit usian i mg.

\nnroved Xovember 26. l'.'BS.
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XLIII

AN ACT RESTORING S A. BING OF THE SETTLEMENT OF 
FARMERSVILLE, SINOE COUNTY, LIBERIA, TO ALL THE 
RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF CITIZENSHIP

It is enacted, by the Senate and House of Itepresentatives of the lieiniblic of 
Liberia in Legislature assembled:

m Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
this Act. S. A. Bing of the Settlement of Farmersville, County 
of Sinoe, and the Republic of Liberia, is hereby restored to all 
the rights and privileges of citizenship.

Section 2. This Act shall take effect immediately ami be 
published in hand-bills.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved December 5, 1938.

XLIV

AN ACT INCORPORATING THE ATINA READING CIRCLE 
OF SASSTOWN, SINOE COUNTY, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of He pre sen to tires of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
of this Act, the Association known as and styled the “Atina 
Reading Circle” of the Township of Sasstown, Sinoe County, 
of which Stephen S. Togba, is President; .1, Nimley Blamoli, 
Vice President; David C. Tobour, Secretary; Thomas P. Nimene. 
Critic; Francis F. Doh, Treasurer; Joseph B. Ki“, Financial 
Secretary; John W. Toe, Chaplain; .lo>eph S. Wah. Marshall; 
and Dennis N. Davi«, James M. Nagbe, Philip S. Broh, Peter 
B. Papera, Jeremiah J. Teh, Paul T. War, and others who may 
become associated with them, together with their successors in 
office, be and the same is hereby incorporated and declared a 
body politic and corporate under the name and style of the 
“Atina Reading Circle” of the Township of Sasstown, Sinoe 
County, Liberia, and by that name may sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded in any court of this Republic having com­
petent jurisdiction.

Section 2. That the object of the Atina Reading Circle shall
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be to promote the social, moral, intellectual and physical con­
ditions of its members: to entertain the public from time to time 
with debates, concerts, and other public entertainments.

Section 3. That the said Atina Reading Circle may own 
property, real and personal, to the value of two thousand dollars 
($2,000.00), and enjoy singular ar.d all the rights and privileges 
by law granted to similar bodies politic and corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved December 7. 1938.

CHAPTER XLV

AN ACT GRANTING TO ELLA F. MINOR OF SINOE COUNTY. 
AN ANNUITY OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

I\ is enacted by the Senate and Haase of Itepresentatives of the Republic 
of Liberia in Legittlatoire assembled: /

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage 
of this Act, Ella F. Minor M the County of Sinoe, be and she 
is hereby granted an annual sum ol one hundred dollars ($100.00) 
io be paid in monthly installments of eight dollars and thirty- 
three and one third cents.

Section 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury of this be- 
public be and he is hereby authorized to draw same under warrant 
of the President out any money in the Public Treasury not other­
wise appropriated.

Section 3. This Act shall take effect as of the first day of 
January A. D. 1939.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Passed by limitation.

December 7. 1938.
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CHAPTER XLVI

AN ACT TO REPEAL AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT GRANT­
ING A FERRY FRANCHISE TO J. C. JOHNS COMPANY." PASSED 
AND APPROVED DECEMBER 9. 1929. AN ACT GRANTING 
FERRY FRANCHISE TO I. L. HOFF AND COMPANY. PASSED 
AND APPROVED DECEMBER li. 1934: BOTH OF THE COUNTY 
OF GRAND CAPE MOUNT, AND GRANTING FERRY FRAN­
CHISE TO THE WAKOLO FERRY TRANSPORT COMPANY. 
INCORPORATED. COUNTY OF GRAND CAPE MOUNT

Whereas, since the granting of ferry franchise to .1, C. 
Johns and Company in the year 1929. and I. L. IlolT aim Comp­
any. in the year 1931. neither Company has commence.i operation; 
ami

Whereas, the need for a safe and reliable ferry transport 
is growing daily in importance so to enable tile movement of 
persons ami freight;

II in emnteil by the Semite mill lloum of lle/iren, ittaliriof tin /k/nibh< 
of Liberia in Leyinlutare tinneinbled:

Section I. That from 
of this Act. ille Acts 
and Company ano I. L. 
are hereby repeaieu.

Section 2. l’h,»t ,\. 
Mamba Kia Howe. A.

aother person 
assigns ire In 
slvle of tile

mai 
rby dectai 
A akolo I

That the

and lmmeuiatelv after the massage
ranting ferry franciii-e to J. C. Johns
Hull' ana Company be ami tile -amc

! B ixt a. 1. L. II di E. G lx . I'leeman,
. Butler ami J. J. Gia Clie. a lie -uch

• associated with them. their lleiis ami
i a i)oi y politic um.er l he name anu
rry Iransport Company. 1 ncorpi rate i

Section 3 i nat tde said 
Incorporated, 'hail have the sol 

ami mi. a terry transport, from 
I rom the town of Sawiior. ami

"ii ihe Mill.,- iliver. Aai fr mi tiie Cii> of ITahert-nort I > 
and Irom ihe 'deeca Point, an i from Die town of 'iilinia to 
tu 1 l,,">n the point ot lowele a ine lien-on or |’i-o Lake, lor 
l( P‘i’ioa ot ten year- with ihe privilege of another ten years. 

1 ' Sl> ' <‘id i . be -u -J. plea l an . be impiea ie j ;e oiv c art f 
tai- Kepublic having omneteu; .ju is i iction. an i sha J Ii l i 
real and personal properti to ihe amount of ten thousand dollar-.

W akoia Ferry I rail-port Company 
.and 
t he

exclusive right to maintain 
> if i of li iberisport t > ami

an i from i town of Dead

Section I. T 
con-truet wharves

de said ( oinpan\ shall have the right to 
ami ian-iing piers t > facilitate it- fern tran-
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port business, construct and maintain safe anil reliable canoes, 
boats or motor boats, and do all other things done by similar 
corporate bodies.

Section 5. Transportation across the points named in this 
Act shall be free to all Government officials, soldiers and 
messengers when travelling on duty, provided, however, that where 
no travelling allowance or tees are provided by law for such 
duty, a id shall be given preference. The maximum charge of each 
person Tom the City of Rcbertsport to and from the town of l)eah 
shall be forty-eight cents f$0.48), from the City of Bobertsport to 
and from the town of Sawilor shall be twenty-four cents ($0.24), 
from the City of llobertsport to and from Mecca Point shall be 
twelve cents ($0 12), from the town of Sulim.i to and from Towele 
1 oint cn the Benson or Piso Lake shall be twelve cents ($0.12).

Section 0. Nothi ig in this Act shall be construed as to pre­
vent otner persons from transporting their persons and personal 
g >ods ii their own crafts.

Section 7. This Act shall take eilect as of the first day of 
.January 1939, and be published in hand-bills.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved December 7. 1938.

CHAPTER XLVII

AN ACT INCORPORATING THE HOFFMAN STATION COM­
PANY OF MARYLAND COUNTY IN LIBERIA, AND GRANTING

IT CERTAIN RIGHTS.

Whereas communication and general business between the Set- 
Hem mt of lloll'min Station an 1 Harper City in Maryland County, 
Liberi i. are very often delayed ami at times unsafe because of 
the absence of any regular and safe provision to cross the 
Hoffman River which flaws ba ween these residential places; and

Whereas, all previous cifor’s to construct a bridge between 
thesis two places to facilitate and make safe general intercourse 
have not yet succeeded: and

\\ hereas medical opinions are unanimous that the existing 
practice of wading water in order to get from one to the other 
is vei\ improper and largcli responsiole lor the prevalence of 
certain diseases in said locality: .and
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Whereas, the principal avocations of many persons living 
in this area require a constant crossing trom one to the other 
it a great loss of time and with risk of property, health and 
life; and

Whereas, it is always the wise policy of the Government 
to voluntarilv undertake, when convenient, or approve ami en­
courage private progressive measures for the safety and con­
venience of her citizens; therefore

It is enacted by the Senate anil House of Ite/ircxentaticex of the Itejmldic 
of Liberia in Lef/ixlatare axxeadded:

Section L. That C. C. lloll'm in, Pre- dent; J. II. Nelson, First 
Vice President; S. K. Scott, Second Vici1 President; II. X. Proud, 
Business M mager; Godfrey G. Evans, Secretary; W. 'I' Toomey, 
l'reasurer; .1. I’. Jack-on. J. Y. W right. II. Jacques R Scotland. 
Bobho Hennit g. Sissimah Wesiey. of the County of Maryland. 
Lit eria, and such o’her person or person - who may he associated 
with them, lie an 1 are hereby const it ti ed a body politic under 
the name am style of “Ihe Hoffman station Perry Company.” 
and as such may sue an 1 he sue I. dead anil he impleaded 
before any c iurt of this Itapublic having competent juris­
diction; may possess real and personal property to the value 
of ten thousan i dollars ($10,000.00).

Section 2. 1 hat said Company is hereby granted the right
to run a terry across the Heilman River over those parts which 
How between Hoffman Station, at a point known and called 
Palm Grove Landing, and Harper City at any suitable point 
east of the point known and called Sissimah Weslej Landing. 
1'his right i-for a period of ten (10) calendar years certain with 
option ot renewal for a further period ot ten year-, commencing 
trom the date of the approval of this Joint Resolution provided, 
however, that immediately upon the completion of the bridge 
reterred to in the second Section of the preamble of this .Vet. 
this ferry right shall automatically cease.

Section ... 1 hat the tee for crossing each person from and
to any of the herein given points shall not exceed four cent- 
tS(t.GI-). I\xcept that all officials of the Government when on 
uutv. and Government property in transit, shall have preference 
and he ferried free of charge

Section 
construct a 
and, to do

L, Inal the said Company shall have the right to 
u tarf or wharves to facilitate its ferry landing: 
ail o.her tilings done by similar bodies corporate.



Section 5. Nothing in this Act shall prevent a person or 
persons from crossing in his or her own craft.

Section (5. The said Kerry Company shall keep suitable and 
snl.si uitial boats or canoes at the above mentioned points for 
c >nvVnience of the pn!■ ic.

I
Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved December IP. 1938.

CHAPTER XLVIII

AN ACT INCORPORATING THE PROGRESSIVE CROWD 
TWELVE OK THE CITY OF CAREYSBURG. MONTSERRADO

COUNTY

// /x ewicted hi/ the Semite find House of lleprexeutfitirex of the ltepublie 
o' l.ilierm in l.et/i-tlntnre ossein bled:

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
tiiis Act. P. Edward Nelson. President; Robert 1). Prey, President 
Emeritus; J. It. I). Craig, Vice President; Gabriel E. Knuckles, 
ir.. Secretary; Samuel P. I rev. I'reasurer; William T. Urey, 
Master of Ceremonies; James G. Johnson, Henry T. Dennis, and 
Thomas J. Ward-worth together with all other persons who may 
connect themselves with sai Crowd and their successors in oflice, 
be and they are hereby declared a body politic and corporate 
under the name ami style of the Progressive ( rowd 1 welve of 
Careysburg, Montserrado ( minty. and under this name may su»- 
aml b~ sued, nleai and be impleaded in any court ot this 
lleuublie having competent jurisdiction.

Section 2. That the ostensible object of the Progressive Crowd 
iwelve shall be to promote the social, moral, mental and physical 
emdition of its members; to entertain the public from time to 
time with series of debates, social and dramatic concerts, athletic 
-•Art- ami other public entertainments, and to promote the social.

' i .... ; ..n...u...i nniiHiiimu of the citizens of Careysburg. /moril and pbvsical condition' 
/ ' ’

Section 3. That the said Progressive Crowd Twelve of Careys-^ 
ourg. Montserrado County, is hereby granted the right and 
privilege of acquiring real an t personal property to the value 
if 85.0(1(1.00. and to do such other things as are done by similar

,vp .rate bodies, an i may establish rules and regulations



7 6

for the government of the Crowd not in conflict with the law 
and Constitution of this Republic.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Passed by limitation.

December 13. 193*.

CHAPTER XLIX
AN ACT RESTORING ANTHONY WILLIAMS Or THE COMMON 
WEALTH DISTRICT OF BUCHANAN. GRAND 3ASSA COU' TV 
TO ALL THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES CF CITIZENSHIP

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Represente tires of the Republii 
of Liberia in Legislature assembled:

Section 1. Tbit from and immediately ai er the passage of 
this Act. Anthony vYilliams of the (\niinionwe.alth District of 
Buchanan, Grand Bassa County, Republic of Liberia, is hereto 
restored to all the rights and privileges of citizenship.

Section 2. This Act shall take eilect immediately an i be 
published in hand-bills

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Passed by limitation.
December 13. 193*.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT TO GRANT THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. OPERATING IN KPLAI’O SECTION OF 
THE KROO COAST DISTRICT IN MARYLAND COUNTY

FIFTY ACRES OF LAND.

Whereas, the .Methodist Episcopal Beard of foreign .Missions 
ot the I nited Stales ol America, ha* begun o. eration of a 
new industrial and educational program neir Barclay ville in the 
Kplapo Seciion of the Kroo Coa't District, Maryland Countv. 
Republic of Liberia: and has applied to tie- Government for 
the grant ot one, hundred (190 acres ((f land upon which t > earr\ 
our their plan of operation; tlieiefore



Il is enintul by th, Sentih mnl Ihms, 
"I fibeeio in l.tt/isliilii i; assembled:

<>l Hepm si^nii'/ii; S of the Itepnhlii

>ection 1. That from and after the passage of this Act. 
liny acres ol public land, not otherwise assigned or adopted is 
her.dp granted the said Mission in ,he Kplapo Section of the Kroo 
' nst District in Maryland County, to be selected by them under 
Government supervision. and that the said patcel of land when 
selected i< to be helu by them and utilized as rhev mav deem 
necessary for ellective carrying out of their program of industrv 
uid education, so long as same is used for these express pur­
poses ami should thej cease operations, the same with all 
buildings, improvements and appurtenances thereon erected made 
and anpertaming shall revert to the Government without anv 
charge or demand from the said Board whatever.

Section 2. I 1bat whenever the operations of said Board at 
the place mentioned herein just if. it. an additional grant of fifty 
od acres of land is hereby authorized, so that the maximum 

number of .acres to be granted said Board within the area is 
one hundred 110<M acres under the same terms and conditions 
as <tienti neo in Sections one and four of this Act.

/ Section .3. I he president of Liberia be and he is hereby em- 
p ofcered to execute a deed for same unto tin* said Board of 
Foreign Missions as soon as thej shall apply for same.

Section I Ail ex: eiisc for survey and other necessary 
tilings ta be done to perfect title under the conditions stipulated 
in thi' Act shaii be b.ay the<iii Bia.'d >f Foreign Missions 
an 1 shad not be recoverable, in case they cease after commencing 
onera;ion. Irani tlm Government.

Any law t<> the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved December 16, 193S.

LI

AN ACT INCORPORATING THE MAMBA CHEMICAI 
CORPORATION

It is enaeted by tin Senate and House nf Heiii-exentutices of the Ite/mbhe 
' fibeeio in l.e()ishitnft assembled:

Section 1. I’ll,at from and immediately after the passage 
it this Act. Monroe Phelps. President; F. A. k. Bussell Secretary;



J. H. Ricks, Cyril Henries. It. S. Wiles, James S. Smith, B.
I). Beal, Joseph Ph dps, Directors, and such other person*' as 
may from time to time he associated with them, he anti they 
are hereby created a body politic and corporate, by the name 
and style of the Mamba Chemical Corporation, and undersuch name 
and style, mav sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded in 
any courts of justice of this Hepublic

Section The Corporation shali have power to make articles 
of association and bye-laws for its government, to create office- 
and to appoint officers thereto, who shall have pernetual succession. 
The Cornoration shall employ a Common Seal and have the right 
to acquire, possess and hold real and personal property to the 
value of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00); and with 
the view to the further development and eneourgement of the ex­
tension of industries within the Republic of Liberia, the said 
Corporation and such associated or subsidiary companies which 
ir may authorize or establish within Liberia, are hereby granted 
tlv sole anl exclusive right within the Republic to inanufac-j 
ture soaps, candies and all other confectioneries for the period 
of fifteen (15) years from the date of the passage of this
Act: provided, nevertheless, that no right herein granted to the 
Corporation shall be let or otherwise granted to any alien.

Section 3. Should the said Corporation or any subsidiary 
Comnany created by it fail to put into operation within one 
year from the date of the passage of this Act, one or more 
factories for the manufacture of one or more of the articles 
herein named; the rights hereby granted shall automatically be 
revoked, and shall be of no force and effect.

Section L Nothing in this Act shail be construed as to 
prohibit the making by a citizen lor hi- personal and non-com­
mercial use. any of the products covered in hi- grant.

Section 5. This Act shall lake cllect immediately and -ball 
be published in hand bills.

Any law to the contrary notwii hstanding.
Approved December 17. 193S.
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CHAPTER LII

AN ACT FIXING THE DAY OF ADJOURNMENT OF THE 
FOURTH SESSION OF THE THIRTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

It i.s enacted by the Senate and /lo’tse of Hejyresentative.s of the 
Hejaiblie of Liberia in Legislature nsseinbi d:

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this Act rim 
Ith Session of the 38th Legislature of t.ie republic of Liberia 
adjourns sine die on tiie 17th day of December A. I). 1938.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved December 1(5, 1938.
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