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ACTS
Joint Resolution making appropriation for the Inauguration of 

President and Vice President.

It w resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the sum of Three hundred dollars be and the 
same is hereby appropriated to meet the Inauguration of Presi­
dent and Vice President in January, 1898.

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and di­
rected to draw for the above sum out of any moneys in the Pub­
lic Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Dec. 20. 1897.

Joint Resolution restoring John Devine Rowlins of Sinoe Coun­
ty to all the rights and privileges of citizenship.

Tt is resolved by the Senate and Bouse of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

That from and after tho passage of this Joint Resolution, 
John Devine Rowlins of Sinoe County be and he is hereby re­
stored to all the rights, privileges and immunities of other good 
citizens of this Republic.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Dec. 23. 1897.

I I — •
Joint Resolution restoring Asbury B. Seott of the Settlement of 

Caldwell, Montserrado County to the rights and privileges of Citizen­
ship.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

That from and after the passage of this Joint Rosolutiof
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AsTnuy'T?. Scott ami Robert Lvnch of Montserrado Connty 
and P. C. Dnnnwocdy of Bassa County be and they are here­
by restored to all the rights, p r,V'leg6S and immunities of 
other good citizens of the RepnbHc.

Any law to contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Dec. 25. 1897-

Joint Resolution chartering the First Good Hope Baptist Church of 
Marshall, Montserrado County.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Joint Reso­
lution Rev W. F. Gibson, Pastor, A. Poindexter. John F. 
Lewis, Hilary Teage, Thomas B. Woodson and Benjamin Yates, 
Deacons and Trustees of the First Good Hope Baptist Church 
Marshall, Montserrado County, with their successors in office 
be and they are hereby constituted a body corporate and politic, 
under the name and style of the First Baptist Church of Marshall, 
and by such name may sue and be sued, plead and be implead 
ed before any of the courts of this Republic and do all other 
acts as art done by such bodies corpoiate.

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall have full power and au­
thority to make and fulfil contracts, take and hold real and per­
sonal estate to the value of fifteen thousand dollars.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Dec, z5, 1897.

Joint Resolution chartering the Young men’s Lyceum of Upper 
Buchanan, Grand Bassa County.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of t.ie 
Republic of Liberia in Leyislature Assembled.

Sec. 1. That Charles R. Smith, President, A. A. Brumskine, 
Secretary. JohnF. Summerville, Treasurer, Philip J. Brumskine, 
H. L White, D. F. Jenkins, A. J. Preston, B. A. Butler, E. 
J. White, J, W. Scott. Henry C. McDonnald, J. A. Davis, 
J. B. Horace. J. U. Ellis. W. F. Tyler, J- W. Tyler, D. F 
Mason and such others as may hereafter be connected with them, 
are hereby constituted and declared a body corporate and 
politic under the name and style tf the Young men’s Lyce­
um No.J. of the City of Buchanan, Grand Bassa County.

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall be privileged to receive 
and hold real and persona, estate to the amount of ten thousand 
dollars, and may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded before 
any court of this Republic having competent jurisdiction and 
shall do all other things as are usual in similar bodies corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
’ 



Joint Resolution charteiing the Mount Tubman Grove Lodce of the 
Grand United Order of Odd Fellows, Number 4070 of Maryland 
County.

It is Resolved by the Senate and House of flepresentatices of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That C. Il, Grey, W. C. Cummings, D. A. Cox, J. 
J. Maker, C. W. P. Campbell, J. L. Cox, E. A. Barnes, F, W. 
Proud, J. A. Tull, James B. Grey, B. B. Barker, E. J. John 
son, R. A. Massey, N. II. Fare and others, members and officers 
fo said Lodge and such others as may be hereafter 
connected with them, be and they are hereby constituted and de­
clared a body corporate and politic, under the name and style of the 
Mount Tubman Grove Lodge of the G. U. 0. of Odd Fellows, 
No. 4070 of the Couniy of Maryland; and «ball be capable in law 
to receive, hold and enjoy real and personal estate to the 
amount of Twenty five thousand dollars for the use and benefit of 
said institution and shall have perpetual succession of officers and 
members, and as such may sue and be sued, plead and b6 im­
pleaded before any court of law or equity of this Republic having 
competent jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall be permitted to do all 
other matters and things done in similar bodies corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Dec. 25. 189'/.

Joint Resolution chartering the Friendship Lodge No. 113 of the 
Order of United Brothers of Friendship of the City of Harper, County 
of Maryland.

It is resolrtd by the Senate, and Home of liepresentatiees of the 
Republie of Liberia in Tjegislutare assembled.

Sec. 1. That A. C. Tucker, P. M., A. L. Gibson, W, M, 
IV. T. Smith, D. M. J. F. Dunbar, W. S., F- J. IJairis, W.
A. S. N., Y. Valentine, W Chap., J. R. Davis, S, M., A. C. 
Tull, jr. M., F. J. Addo, T. M. Gardner, S. C., N. H. John­
son, R. S., J. R. Cooper, L. S., G. \V. Gibson, jr. S. S., Z.
B. Roberts. 0. S., together with other persons who are now or 
may hereafter become associated with them are hereby constitu­
ted a body corporate and politic by the name and style of the li­
nked Brothers of Friendship of the City of Harper, County of 
Maryland, and by that name and style be capable of purchasing, 
owning and bolding real estate and other property to the amount, 
of ten thousand dollars, and by that name can sue and be sued, 
plead and be impleaded before any court having competent juris­
diction within the Republic of Liberia, and to do all other acts 
and things done in similar bodies corporate and politic.
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Joint Resolution reimbursing Messrs. S. W. Seton, F. W. Proud 
and J. G. Wilson of Hoffman Station.

Whereas Messrs. Seton, Proud, and W llson sustained consid- 
/ .-rabie loss of property taken from them by force of the Cape 

Palmas People on account of their loyalty in supporting Gov- 
y ernnient action in the execution of the Revenue Laws of the 

land, and whereas the Government should at all times encour­
age loyalty of the civilized Tribes of the Country toward Govern­
ment, against the unlawful action of their own heathen kinsfolk.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Resolution 
the regular annual stipend or that portion of it which accrues to 
the King and Chiefs of the Cape Palmas Tribes, be placed in the 
General appropriation Bill, and paid to reimburse Messrs. S. W. 
Seton, F. W. Proud and J. G. Wilson, tor losses they sustain­
ed at the hands of the Cape Palmas Tribes, namely for Hon. S. 
W. Seton, Two hundred and fifty dollars, F. W. Proud seventy- 
five dollars, J. G. Wilson, sixty dollars.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1898.

Whereas the principal Town Lots in Lower Buchanan in the 
County of Grand Bassa, are being sold and drawn by the Citi­
zens ; aud

Whereas the Government has no place to erect her building-’ 
and has to build the Post Office in the street, which is an oh 
struetion to the view and passage ;

ft is enacted by the Senate, and House of Representatives of the 
liepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from, and after the passage of this Act, that 
there be four Town Lot3 kept in reserve in Lower Buchanan, in 
the County of Grand Bassa, for the purpose of erecting public 
Buildings and other use, but they are not to be drawn, or bough: 
by private individuals.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that the Superintendent of the 
County of Grand Bassa, under the direction of the President, 
shall select the said four lots, have them surveyed by the Sur­
veyor of said County and kept as Government reserve.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1898.

An Act chartering the Excelsior Mining Company, Limited, of Ma 
viand Connty.



7

It it enacted by the Senate and House of representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. It is enacted that from and immediately after the 
passage of this Act. that Alexander L. Elam, Eli Barnes, A. C. 
Tucker, James A. Hardy of Maryland County, with such others 
as may become members of said Company, called by the name 
“The Excelsior Mining Company Limited, of Md. Co.” be, and 
the same are hereby declared a Body politic under the name and 
style of the “ Excelsior Mining Co. Ltd.” and under that name 
may be sued, and sue, plead and be impleaded, in any of the 
Courts of thij Republic having competent jurisdiction, and shall 
be capable to hold and enjoy concessions of lands from Govern­
ment for mining purposes to the amount of Two hundred acres 
of land more or less, in ihe vicinity where the specimens of A. 
L. Elam were found, not to exceed in all Fifteen Hundred acres, 
on any public domains in the County of Maryland not otherwise 
appropriated, and they shall have the exclusive right to work all 
mines discovered by them, having the right to crush, smelt, dig, 
wash, and do any and all things necessary to conduct mining 
business.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1898.

A Joint Resolution repealing all that portion of An Act amenda­
tory and supplementary to the several existing military Acts, approv­
ed January 29th, 1896, that refers to the Regimental Parades in the 
several Counties of this Republic.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Seo. 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this 
Resolution, there shall be four Regimental and eight monthly 
Parades in the several Counties as formerly, on the day and date 
of the previous Statutes regulating the same.

Sec. 2. And the Officers Drill shall take place on the day 
preceding the Parade, as is provided by law, in the respective 
Townships where the Regimental Parade shall take place : and 
all persons failing to perform military duty as aforesaid shall be 
fined agreeably to the Statute governing military fines.

Sec. 3. And all fines imposed by the Regimental or monthly 
Court Martial shall be paid in gold, silver, or copper com, or 
Liberian Currency, and that no affidavit of Justices of the Peace 
shall be received to exempt any person or persons from military 
duty. A certificate from the Surgeon of the Regiment, apd 
where there is no Surgeon, the Courtmarfial shall excuse.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1898.
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.Joint Resolution incorporating the Methodists Epincopal Church of 

Mount Olives, Montserrado County.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Leyixlatme assenbled.

Sec. 1. That J. P. Artis, Pastor, Philip Harris, Thomas 
E. Dillon James Holly, F. D. Fisk, S. M. Deputie. J. S. 
Deputie, John D. Stryker, Stewards of the Methodist Episco­
pal Church of Mount 01ive3, Montserrado County and their 
successors in office are hereby constituted a body corporate and 
politic by the name and style of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Mount Olives, with power to take, hold and possess all prop­
erty real and personal, that may havb heretofore or shall be 
hereafter acquired by grant, purchase, gift or otherwise.

Sec. 2. That the said corporation shall be granted the priv­
ilege to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded before any of 
the Courts of this Republic, having competent jurisdiction 
and shall be allowed to acquire and hold real and personal es­
tate to the value of ten thousand dollars, and shall do all other 
acts and things usually done in similar bodies corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7th 1898.

Joy it Resolution granting the Protestant Episcopal Mission, 
sundry tracts of land on the Cavalla River, Maryland County.

It* is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from after the passage of this Resolution, 
one hundred acres of farm land, and two Town lots in the 
settlement Russwurxnville, fifty acres of farm land and two Town 
lots in the settlement of Ashtonville, Cavalla River, Mary­
land County, be and the same are hereby granted to the Pro­
testant Episcopal Church, of the United States of America, 
to be used for Missionary and Educational purposes by the 
said Mission.

Sec. 2. Resolved that the Land Commissioner of the a- 
foresaid County shall grant to the Representatives of said 
Mission, an order to any legal Surveyor to survey the above 
granted lands out of any Public lands not otherwise appropria­
ted, the Missionary Society bearing all expenses of the said 
surveyor.

Sec. 3. Resolved that the Mission shall possess and hold said 
premises subject to the laws governing similar Institutions.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7th 1898.



An Act requirin'! tire Sheriffs, Magistrates. Aldermen, Constables 
an I Policemen of Liberia to bo uniformed for tbo purpose of des­
ignating them, and securing to them the necessary respect and dig- 
nits’ that is due to their position.

// is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of .Liberia in Legislature assembled'

Sue. 1. That from and after tlio thirtieth day of June A. 
1). 1898, it shall be the duty of every Sheriff, Magistrate, Al­
derman, Constable and Policeman, who are, or may be appoint­
ed and commissioned by the President of this Republic, or muni­
cipal authority of any local Government, to be uniformed as 
it is her ?in provided.

Sec. 2- It is further enacted that each and every Sheriff, 
Magistrate and Alderman who may be appointed, according to 
the first section of this Resolution, shall he uniformed while 
tiny are in actual service, or performing official duty, as follows: 
Magistrates, Sheriffs and Aldermen shall wear a single breasted 
coat of dark blue cloth, flannel, serge or drill, with one row of 
seven Liberia buttons on the breast, at equal distances, three 
buttons on each seam of tbo sleeves, back of the wrist, chevrons 
upon both sleeves of the coat, above the elbow, of black braid 
or binding, one inch wide, blue or white trowsers, out of one of 
•the above named materials, plain without stripe or welt, black hats 
or Military caps, Constables and Policeman shall be uniformed 
likewise of the same materials, provided, however, that instead 
of seven buttons they shall wear five Liberian buttons at equal 
distances, on their jackets, chevrons upon both sleeves of the 
jacket above the elbow, of red braid or binding.

Sec. 8. It is further enacted, that any of the above named 
officers, failing to uniform him or themselves according to the 
provisions of this Resolution, shall be fined in the sum of from 
fifty cents to one dollar for each neglect: the fines shall be im­
posed and collected by any of the subordinate or superior Courts 
having competent jurisdiction.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 1898. ,

Joint Resolution exempting all Public, High, and Common School 
Teachers from serving as Grand or Petit Jurors.

Jt is resolced by the Senate and House of Representatives, of the 
Republic of Liberia in Lcyislature assembled.

That from and after the passage of this Resolution all Public, 
High and Common School Teachers of this Republic, are, and 
thev are hereby exempted from being summoned to serve as 
Grand or Petit Jurors in the Court of Quarter Sessions and Com-
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men Pleas of Liberia, while they are in the active discharge o1 
their duties as School Teachers.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7th 1698.

A Resolution removing the interdict of Half Cavalla, Maryland 
County, Republic of Liberia.

It is resolved by the Senate and Howe of Representatives of the 
Republic oj Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

That from and immediately after the passage of this Resolu­
tion, that the interdict placed on that section of County in Mary­
land County, known as Half Cavalla, be and the same is hereby 
repealed. ,

Any law to the contrary notwitstanding.
Approved January 7th 1898.

An Act chartering the Excelsior Mining Company Limited of Ma 
ryland County.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sue. 1. It is enacted that from and iortmediately after the 
passage of this Act, that Alexander L. Elam, Eli Barnes, A. 
C. Tucker, James A. Hardy of Maryland County, with such 
others a8 may become members of said Company, called by the 
name “The Excelsior Mining Company Limited, of Maryland” 
be and the shine are hereby declared a Body politic undjr the 
name and style of the “Excelsior Mining Company” and under 
that name may be sued, and sue, plead hnd be impleaded in any 
of the Courts of this Republic having competent jurisdiction, 
and shall be capable to bold and enjoy concessions of lands .rom 
Government for mining purports to the amount of Two bun 
dred acres of land more or less, in the vicinity where the speci­
mens of A. L. Elam were found, uot to exceed in all Fifteen 
Hundred acres, cn any public domains in the County of Mary­
land not otherwise appropriated, and they shall have the exclu 
sive right to work all mines discovered by them, having the right 
to crush, dig, wash, and do any and all things necessary to con­
duct mining business.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1898.

Jcini Resolutfon incorporating the Young Men's Mercantile Asso- 
eiRtion, Bexley, Grand Bassa County.
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Whereas the Young Men’s Mercantile Association of Bexley, 
Grand Bassa County has petitioned the Legislature to be incor­
porated, thereby granting them certain privileges.

Therefore . , . o
It it rnolved by the Senate and House of Repreeetatwes of the He. 

public of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1- That from and immediately after the passage of thia 
Basolution, William H, Taylor President, Thomas E, M. Hui. 
Vice President, Lewis it. B. Johnson, Secretary, Richard A. M 
Hill Corresponding Secretary, John R. Worrell Treasurer, Mans­
field F. Parks and William H. Blaine Trustees and all others 
who are and may hereafter become associated with the dub or 
institution called the Young Men’s Mercantile Association of 
Bexley, Grand Bassa County be and they are hereby declared a 
body politic under tho above name—subject to all-he rights, 
privileges and emoluments legally granted unto other institu­
tions of like nature.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 189s.

Joint Resolution incorporating the Annual Conference of the Metho­
dist Episcopal Church of the Republic of Liberia.

It is resolved by,the Senatp and House *of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec 1. That J. C. Hartzell, Bishop, W. T. Hagan, P. E. 
I N. Holder, P. E. J. W. Bonner, P. E. and G. W. Tate, 
P. E. of the Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Liberia together with others and tbeir successors in 
office, are hereby constituted a body corporate , and politic with 
perpetual succession by the name of the Liberia Annual Confer­
ence of the Methodist .Episcopal Church, with power to hold re- 
al and personal estate to the value of Ten thousand Dollars that 
may be acquired by purchase, gift, bequeath or otherwise.

Sec. 2- The said corporation shall have power to sue and be 
sued, plead and be impleaded before any courts of this Repub­
lic having competent jurisdiction and shall have the privilege to 
dp al, other things done in similar bodies corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1898.

Joint Resolution regulating the granting of Leases to foreigners.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Repreeentatieee Cfthe 
Rueublic of Liberia in Legislature aettmbled.
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*

Sec. 1. That f>om and after the pa- age of this Resolin'- n i: 
shall not be lawful for auv citizen of this Republic to li-a.-e n 
al estate to any foreigner f< r a longt r term than twenty me years ; 
provided nevertheless that nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed sa to prevent the renewal of such leases after the ex­
piration of the first twenty one'years.

Sec. 2. It is further resolved that in no case shall a lease be 
granted to a foreigner in any place except the same he a port of 
entry and delivery, provided however that nothing herein con­
tained shall he soconst-ued as to invalidate leases granted previ­
ous to the passage of this Resolution.

Sec. 3. And it is further resolved that should any Liberian 
citizen lease, grant, let or transfer any rial estate contrary to or 
in violation of the above provisions, he, she c.r they shall forfeit 
to the Government their rights and title to such real estate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1898.

Joint Resolution granting the citizens of Owens Grove, Grand Bassa 
County, a Road leading from said settlement to the Mechlin River.

It is resolved In/the Senate anil House of Representatives of the 
Republic ol Lilit ria in legislature assembled.

That the sum of Three hundred Dollars be and the same ;a 
hereby appropriated to construct a road leading from the scale 
ment of Owens Grove to the Mechlin River.

And the Secretary of tho Treasury be and he is hereby author­
ized te draw for the same under warrant of the President out of 
any money in the Public Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7. 1698.

Joint Resolution unloading a Joint Resolution passed aud approved 
January 16th. 1897.

Whereas as per the Constitution the Military authority should 
ho held in subordination to the Civil authority.

*
/ Lin ref ore ;

It is resolved by the Senate ami House of ftevrcsentalices of the 
y Re public af Liberia in Legislature «ss, i/t

That, that portion of the Joint Resolution approved January 
18th. 1887 that refers to the Colonels of Regiments countersign­
ing Orders to the Commissaries be and the same is herehj- re 
pealed, and the Commissaries shall serve no orders unless issued
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hv the War and Navy Department, or the Superintendents ■' 
Grand Bassa, Sinoe and Maryland Counties.

any law to the contrary notwithstanding- 
Approved January 7. 189a.

An Act amendatory and supplemental v to the several Acts reg­
ulating the shipping of liroo Laborers and giving protection to them 
on their return home.

It is enacted bp the Senate and House of ft,presentatires of the 
Republic, of Liberia tn L ijix[ature axxcinhled.

Ski. 1. That from and immediately after the. passage of this 
Act all Native African laborers shipped under this provision 
of the law, shall on their return home, be rtewed by the Ship­
ping Master of the port from whence they were shipped, and 
shall be under protection of the Government until they have 
reached their homes.

Sec. 2. And should any person or persons interfere by catch­
ing or taking away from them any person or personal property 
whit vre against tbeir will, such person or persons shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction of the same 
before any Court having jurisdiction, shallhe fined in a sum 
of not, less than one hundred dollars and imprisonment at the 
discretion >f the said Court.

Sec. 3. Arid it is further enacted that the the Shipping Masters 
of Grand Bassa, Sinoe and Maryland Counties shall be required 
to make a quarterly report as all other reporting officers, to the 
Court, of Common Pleas and Qurater Sessions, of the number of 
boys shipped, and the amount of money deposited in the Trea­
sury, presenting the Sub Treasury’s recoipt as his voucher: and 
on failure to do so shall forfeit and pay the emn of not more 
than two hundred dollars nor Tess than one hundred dollars re­
coverable by the several Couniy Attorneys before any Court hav­
ing jurisdiction.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7th 1898.

*''joint Resolution authorizing the sale of old and useles guns in the 
several commissaries ot the Republic.

It ix retained bp the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Seo. 1. The Secretary of Wat and Navy is hereby authorized 
and directed to dispose of, at public auction, all old and useless 
guns in the several commissaries in the Republic.

Sec. 2. That payment for such guns sold shall be made in



■ball to forwarded to the Secretary of tho Treasury’ who ahal! des- 
troy bv burning, all tin approved bills in the Treasury. The burn­
ing of said bill® shall be in presence of at least two ol the mem­
bers of the Legi-lature, who shall on notice given, attend such 
burning.

Any law to the con:rary notwithstanding.
Approved January 7th iH98

Joint Besolu'iou granting unto the Trustees ef Charity Hall, sifr- 
listed in the City of Monrovia, an Annuity for the furtherance of 
said Charitable enterprise.

Il m resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Rr.c. 1. That there is hereby granted unto the Trustee? 
of Charity Hall of the City of Monrovia an annuity of one 
hundred dollars.

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized to draw for the same, under warrant of the Presiden t 
out of any monies in tLe Public Treasury, not otherwise ap­
propriated.
/ Any law to the oontary notwithstanding.

Approved January 18th 1898.
if _ ________

An Act to amend the first section of an Aci to prevent the setting 
of Spring guns and Spring knives passed 1861.

It is enacted by the Senate and House ’ of Representatives oj the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. It is enacted that from and immediately after the 
passage of this Act, all persons desiring to set Spring guns or 
knives, on bis own premises shall be allowed to do so under the 
following regulations :—The person or persons desiring to do so 
shall- give three public notices of his or their intention to do so, 
in his or their Township, or settlement for the space of twenty 
days, and he or they shall name and describe the said premises 
in said notices, so as to give all persons due notice : and at the 
expiration of the said time he shall be privileged to set Spring 
guns and Spring knives on bis or their own piemises, provid 
ed however that this right shall only exteud to lands 
under cultivation and not to uncultivated or public 
lands.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 18th, 1898.
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An Act for the purpose of appiohending and detecing vagrants with 
in the Corporate limits of Towur, Cities, and Villages oi this Republic.

Whereas there scem» to exist in certain districts of L’bnria a 
spirit of, idleness and indisposition to labor, on the part of some 
of our subjects and citizens, as well ns aliens who reside within 
the corporate limits of Towns, Villages and Cities of Liberia, 
and whose freedom of living is not conducive to tbeir own inter­
ests, neither that of the community in which they ree.de and 
Whereas it is becoming difficult to employ and contr 1 laborers 
among some of the common classes ot our native subjects and 
citizens who show a disposition to live at will, therefore.

It is tnacicd by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in 7,eyida'urs assembled.

S»c. 1. It is enacted, that from and after the passage of this 
Act, it shall be lawful for any Sheriff. Constable, or Policeman 
regularly appointed and commissioned under the Laws of this 
Republic, to exercise vigilancb in ihe line of their duty to ap­
prehend and detect Vagrants and Idlers residing in any of the 
Towns, Villages, and Cities of this Republic.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that when any Sheriff, Consta­
ble, or policeman shall have sufficient, justifiably grounds, sup­
ported by competent witensses, to apprehend any pe;son or per­
sons for vagrancy, he shall cause such person or persons so ap­
prehended to be summoned to appear before ..any Magistrate or 
Alderman to answer the charge of the complaint upon which he, 
she or they shall be apprehended supected or detected for va­
grancy.

Sec. 8. It is further enacted that all persons who shall be 
tried and convicted for vagrancy under the provision of this Act, 
it shall be the duty of the Court adjudicating the case to impose 
a Fine upon each aud every person in the sum of Fifty Dollars, 
or six months imprisonment, for each and every offence, with all 
cost of Court ; and the Constable or Policeuian presenting such 
persons, if convicted shall receive as a special fie, Five Dollars, 
which shall be paid out of the amounts of Fioo imposed upon 
the convicted persons : said Fine shall be paid in the legal tm 
der of the Republic.

Sec. 4. It is further enacted that if any person convicted 
for vagrancy shall not be able to pay the Fine of the Court, his 
time shall he sold to meet the necessary expenses.

Sec. 5. It is further enacted that all surplus fines, after ex­
penses are deducted shall be reporte d and paid over to ti e < enti­
ty or City Treasurer, as the Ccurt .shajl be competent to direct.

Any law or parts of law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved January 18. 1898.

An Act malting it a penal offence to put into the creeks, swamps.

ree.de


lakes, mi,| river- .11 ll Republic of Liberia any ooisonous barks, leaves 
or roots of any kind for the destruction ol fishes

Vt h, reap there are plans adopted by certain individuals or par­
ties in this liepublic to put into tho water , creek-, swamp?, lakes 
and rivers in the liepublic of Liberia certain classes of poison­
ous barks, leaves and roots for the purposes c-f destroying the 
fishes an 1 diminishing their increase.

I bereforu ;
It ts enacted hi/ the Senate amt Huts- 0/ Zf-pr,«c«t./Ztvcs of f'iz lie- 

public of .Liberia in Lri/islittiire assembl'd.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Act it is 
hereby declared a misdemeanor far any person or persons to put 
in the waters known as creeks swamps, lakes mid rivers and all 
waters belonging to this liepublic, any poisonous barks, leaves, 
shrnbs, toots or any poisonous substance for the pm pose of de­
stroying the fishes and diminishing their increase.

Sec. 2. And it is further enacted that all person or persons 
offending against this Act, shall before any court having com­
petent jurisdiction be lined in a sum not less than fifty dollars 
ncr more than one hundred dollars and be imprisoned at the dis­
cretion of the Court.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 13 1398.

A11 Act to incorporate Suint James Church of Hoffman Station, 
in the County of Maryland.

It is enacted b>j the Senate and House of Hcpresentatircs of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. It is enacted that Rev. 0. E. Shannon, Pastor, 
E. P. Messenger, Abraham Savage, Wardens, (’. C. Penick. 
E. W. Proud, Thomas Proud and H, Pi. Scott, Vestrymen, 
all of the city of Harper in the County of Maryland and Repub­
lic of Liberia, and their successors in office together with such 
as now arc, or may hereafter become members, are hereby con- 
stituted a body corporate and politic, by the name of “ Saint 
James Church ” with power to take, hold, and possess all prop­
erty, real and personal, that may have heretofore, or shall be 
hereafter by grant, purchase, gift, demise, bequest with full 
power to sell and convey the same, subject to the provisions and 
conditions of this Act.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that the said corporation shall 
be granted the p-ivilege to sue and be sued, plead and be im­
pleaded before any Court having competent jurisdiction and 
shall be allowed to acquire aud hold real ind personal estate 
to the amount of (S lD.OOOi Ten thousand dollars.

Sec. 3. It is further enacted that the said corporation is 
iitueiy vested with lull power and authority to make and cs-



wblish such by-laws, rules and regulations for tlieir own gov- 
eminent, and to do all other acta and things usaal to bo dono 
by similar bodies corporate and politic consistent with the doc­
trine, discipline and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America providing such by-laws, rules 
and regulations bo not repugnant to the laws or constitution of 
this Republic.

Sec. 4. It is further enacted that all laws or parts of laws 
conflicting with this Act are hereby repealod.

Approved January 18th 1890.

Au Act granting oiglit miles square to tho American Liberian Im­
provement Company of New Jersey, United States of America of the 
Public Domain.

It is enacted by the Senate and Thuse of Rep> esentatives of the 
Republie of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Act it is 
hereby granted unto thn American Liberian Improvement Com­
pany of New dorse,, tight miles squaro of the Public Domain ; 
and that said laud so granted shah at all times be used by said 
American Liberian improvement Company for the purpose of 
establishing a Colony thereon, and the making such 
improvements as will best advance civilization, the educa­
tion of said Colonists and tiie native Liberians found thsroon.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 13. 1898.

Joint Resolution, requiring Constables and other reporting officers hv- 
ing in the Districts of Careysburg anil Marshall to make their quarterly 
reports to the Provisional Monthly Courts established in said settle­
ments.

Whereas the present system of officers living iu the districts 
of Careysburg and Marshall being required to report to tho 
Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions of Montserrado 
Count is expensive to Government by payment of mileage &c. 
And whereas it is the present aim to curtail expenses.

Therefore ;
ft is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives'* of the 

Repuolic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That all reporting officers, Navy Tax Collectors except-* 
ed, living in the districts of Careysburg and Marshall are requir­
ed to make a quarterly report to the Provisional Monthly Courts, 
and if in case such reports are not in conformity with law, the 
Chairman of said Courts are empowered to impose the regular



fines of not exceeding twenty dollars upon all who fail co report 
according to law.

Sec. 2. In case any officer or officers who are detected as hav­
ing acted dishonest in respect to any business intiusted into his 
or their hands, thu Chairman of the said Monthly Courts shall 
have power to hold him or them to bail for his or their appear­
ance at the ensuing term of the Com t of Common Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions, baid bond shall be in the discretion of the 
Court,

Sec. 8. The Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions in 
reviewing such matter as is contained in section second, may 
order a Foreclosure of bond and impose an additional fine 
not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars.

Sec. 4. The Clerks of the several Provisional Monthly 
Courts shall forward all report? made by officers under this reso­
lution, to the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas and Quarter 
Sessions to be inspected by said Court if it should he deemed ex­
pedient.

Sec. 5. And it is further resolved that for each and every 
report made by said reporting officers the Clerk of said Court 
shall be entitled to fifty cents to be paid by Government.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 18. 1898.

An Act repealing a portion of an Act entitled an Act to amend the 
Acts establishing the Judiciary and fixing the powers of the several 
courts passed and approved January 14. 1895 and amended Januarv 
28. 1896.

Whereas the criminal jurisdiction of the Monthly and Probate 
Court has proven very unprofitable and expensive, and an en­
croachment on the liberties of the people who are compelled to 
be forced before the Monthly and Probate Court to stand a trial 
or examination of any criminal action without the privilege of ex­
onerating themselves. And hereasw a double expense is incurred.

7 here fore ;
It is enacted by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of the Re­

public of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the above cited Act approved January 14 1895, 
Section Third of said Act be and the same is hereby repealed.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 27. 1898.

I Joint, Kesolution requiring all persoss who engage in the orocsss 
nixing spirits ol alcohol or other intoxicants with water under the

\ . .-.’iOe of malting or distilling rum &e. Ac. to pay an annual tax foe
7 ■ boot ove .s,,.„d dollars in gold coin.



iy

Whereas divers persons, merchants, traders Ac,"have recently 
adapted the practice of mixing spirits of alcohol or other intoxi­
cants with water nnder the pretence of distilling rum, and Where­
as such a practice is not only unauthorized but destructive to 
the health, lives and well-being of the citizens of this Republic ; 
who should be fully protected from fraud and other encroach- 
meuts upon their persons, liberties and rights,

Therefore;
It it resolved by the SenaU and Hones of Representatives of tht 

Republic of Liberia in Legielaturc attembled.

Sec. 1, That from and immediately after the passage of 
this Resolution any pesrson or persons, whether merchants, 
traders factors, contracors or private individuals who may de­
sire to follow or adopt the pretended method of distilling alco­
holic liquors or mix spirits of alcohol or other intoxicants with 
warer under that pretence ; shall and they are required to 
pay iu the Public Trea,uryat the County within which he, she 
or they reside an annuity of five thousand dollars in gold coin 
for such privilege.

Sec. 2. That the method of obtaining licenses for this privi­
lege shall be to the Secretary of the Treasury of this Republic, 
provided said amounts for licensee hive Deen paid in the Sub- 
Tieasury of the particular County that the person or persons 
«h .11 desir? to make, mix or distill the liquor or spirits as re- 
fered to in section first, the same as that of obtaining licenses for 
traffic or in other words to sell goods, wares or merchandise.

Sec. 8. That any person or persons who shall be found pur­
suing this practice without being first licensed, shall be deemed 
guilty of fraud and on conviction before any court of competent 
jurisdiction, shall pay a fine of net less than five thousand dol. 
lars nor more than ten thousand dollars with all cost and the ex­
penses of prosecution, one half of which shall go to the infor­
mer, provided the said inlormation concludes a conviction of tbe 
p non or persons accused. Said informant under this special 
iesolution, shall not be disqualified from giving evidence on ac­
count of interest in the termiuation of tho said cause before 
any court. * » , •

Any law conflicting with the provisions of this Resolution 
be and she same is hereby abrogated.

Approved January 27 1898.

A Joint Resolution relieving the Citizens of the Township of Phil­
adelphia in the County of Maryland.

Whereas from a petition of the Citizens of the Township of 
Philadelphia, in tbe County aforesaid, it has been shown that 
they immigrated to this Country in the year A. D. 1887, and



owing to the hostilities then existing between the natives of the 
Country and the Libeiian C. x.rYT? rT*tlpv w re unable to 
draw their proper apportienn « i.. 0 ; 1 . e i, th> 'I, wi ship, 
or farms, and were compelled io < uluwi r ,. \ !(.ts more tb»n 
the numbei due them, under the laws rij,i..a..^o immigrant al­
lotments therefore,

It is resolved by the Senate and Home of Representative* of the 
Republic of Liberia *»i Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. It is resolved, that from and immediately after the 
j asRage of this Resolution, the Superintendent of the County of 
Maryland, be, and he is hereby directed to have a survey ol the 
aforementioned land that has been cultivated as aforesaid, allow­
ing to each family one Town lot, as is provided for immigrants.

Sec. 2. It is further resolved that eveiy othei lot given to 
any, person or persons there, shall he oeducted from the amount 
of farm land due each family, the amount of two and a half a- 
cres for each additional lot received in the said Township, pro­
vided, however, thet no person cr persons shall he allowed to 
receive more than four Township lots under the aforementioned 
arrangements.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 2i. 1898.

i

/ Joint Resolution respecting the War and Navy Department.

Jt u resolved try the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re. 
public of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the office of Secretary of War and Navy is 
hereby suspended , the duties of said office shall he discharged 
by the Secretary ol the Treasury, until otherwise ordered

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 27. 1898.

Joint Resolution for opening a Fo^ of Entry at Nanna-Kroo on 
the Coast of Sinoe County.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
liepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec 1. That tho President of the Republic open a Port of 
Entry at Nanna-Kroo on the Coast of Sinoe County, under such 
regulations as the Executive Government may deem expedient 
and necessary .

ADy law to tho contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 27th I8M8
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Joint Resolution authorizing the Post Master General to establish 
a Branch Post Oilice in the settlement of White Plains, Montserrado 
County.

It ts resolved by ‘he Senate a~id House of Reprrsentatires of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Skc. 1. That immediately after the passage of tbie Joint 
Resolution the Post Master General be and he is hereby au­
thorized to establish a Branch Post Office at the Settlement 
of White Plains.

That for the carrying into effect the provisions of this Joint 
Resolution, the sum of sixty dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated annually and the Secretary of tho Treasury be 
aud he is hereby authorized to pay the same under warrant of 
the President, out of any money in the public Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding- 
Approved January 28th 189b.

Joint Resolution removing E. T. Woods. Judge of the Court of Quar­
ter Sessions and Common Pleas ; Maryland County, nepublic of Li­
beria.

Whereas E. T- Woods, Judge of the Court of Quarter Res- 
sions and Common Pleas, Maryland County ; has caused a great 
scandal upon the judiciary of said County, a>'d,

Whereas he has been guilty of gr0Rs and unbecoming conduct 
as a Judge, to ns known Irom a petition Irom several members 
of the bar of said court, ard,

Whereas the Legislature is not desirous ot impeaching the said 
Judge E. T. Woods ;

Therefore ;
It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Skc. 1. It is resolved that from and immediately after the 
passage of this Joint Resolution the President is hereby author­
ized and directed to remove the said E. T. Woods Judge of the 
Court of Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas, Maryland Coun­
ty, and appoint another in his stead.

Kec. 2. It is further resolved that this Joint Resolution pass 
by a two third voto and constitute the joint nddrese for the re­
moval ol a Judge in accordance with the Constitution of this 
Republic.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 28. 1898.



Whereas iho Government and people of the Republic of Li 
beria have been greatly embarrassed during the fiscal year just 
closed, on account of the inadequacy of the revenue to meet 
the current demands ; and Whereas it is apparent that retrench­
ment is necessary to afford relief to Government.

Therefore ;
It i* enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives of the 

Republic of Libnia in Legielature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this 
Act, the salaries of all the Officers and other employees of Gov­
ernment, included in the General and County Civil Lists of the 
several Counties and districts, whether Executive, Legislative, 
or Judicial Officers, and all other employees receiving per diem, 
compensation for services, as well as all Clerks of Courts, Mar- 
slials, Sheriffs, Jurors, Witnesses and Bailiffs, and general or 
special Commissioners, and all others performing any service, or 
entitled to any mileage except such officers as are exempted 
by the Constitution of the Republic from reduction of saiariis 
or fees, shall be reduced Twenty five per centum of the amounts 
regulated by the Laws now in force, All mileage is hereby re­
duced to Five cents per mile, except members of the Legisla­
ture, who shall receive Ten cents per mile.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that this rate of payment shall 
be enforced from the thirty first day of March, A. D. Iay8 and 
the Secretary of the Treasury under the direction of the 
President, shall issue warrants accordingly.

Sec. 8. It is further enacted that any Officer ignoring any of 
the provisions of this Act, by ordering or making any disburse­
ments of the public monies contrary to the provisions of this Act, 
shall upon complaint properly made to the President, of any 
violation hereof, and said charge made good, said offender shall 
be immediately suspended from office and the case forwarded to 
the Court having the proper jurisdiction, for trial, and upon con­
viction by a Jury shall forfeit the amount of their bond and al-

1 so pay a fine of one thousand dollars or more.
Sec. 4. It is further enacted that all laws or parts of laws 

| conflicting with any of the provisions of this Act, be and the
same are hereby repealed.

Approved January 28. 1898.
— ■■ -r i-M —

t
An Act to repeal a poition of an Act entitled an Act respecting 

j Kcvenue and Commerce approved January lbth 1897.

Whereas the citizens of this Republio have been greatly dam­
aged by said Aot whioh tends to great evil along the coast aud 
■also tends to incite tho natives to hostility against the Government.

Therefore : It is enacted by the Senate and House of Repreien 
ttives :J the Jiepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.



Sec. 1. That from and imrnedi itvly afLer the passage of this 
Act, that all that part of the Act as above cited, referring to 
foreign traders establishing factories and trading at tho princi­
pal trading points, noi Ports of Entry, either in the interior 
or along the coast of Liberia be and the same is hereby repealed.

Bec. 2. Aud it is further enacted that all persons who hav 
ing availed themselves of said Act are hereby authorized to remov 
Ltnir business on or before the 30th day of September A. I», 
1898.

Sec. 3. It is further enacted that the first Section of an 
Act to encourage Intel 101 trade to Greenville by use of the Sinoe 
River, approved January 1891, be and the same is hereby re­
pealed.

This soction is to take effect on the 30th day of September 
A. D. 1898

Any law or parts of laws conflicting with the provisions 
of this Act be and the same are hereby repealed.

Approved January 28th 1898.

An Act incorporating the Monrovia City Lodge No. 3450 of the 
Grand United Order of Odd Fellows.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of .Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Act B. Y. 
Payne, P. N. F., VV. H. Heard, N. F., C. Max. Manning, 
P. N. G., U. S. Cole, N. G., Iverson Thompson, V. G., A.
F. Belgrave, Advocate, J. S. Cole, W, Treasurer, W. H. John, 
W. Chaplain, T. F. Lymas, P. S., W.G. L. Bright E. S..J.
G. Thomas, Guardian, and T. S. Duncan, Warden of the Coun­
ty of Montserrado, Republic of Liberia, officers, their successors 
in office and such as may be associated with them are hereby 
constituted a body politic and corporate by the name of Monro­
via City Lodge, No. 3450 of the Grand United Order of Odd 
Fellows, with power to take, hold, possess and enjoy property 
to the sum of Eight Thousand dollars, to sue and be sued 
plead and be impleaded before any Court of this Republic hav­
ing competent jurisdiction, and to do all matters and things usual 
to be done in similar bodies corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Joint Resolution exempting certain Missionary Training Institu­
tions from paying import duties.

Whereas, the Missionary Training Institutions operating in the 
Republic are conferring a benefit on us by estublisuing and mian- 
taming schools for which we should manifbst our appreciation 
aud gratitude by fostering their work: therefore!
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Jj'uiwWty b" Senate a»l Huntf of Rprntntaticis, 'he 
K-public of Liberia in Lewd dure assembled.

Sec 1 It <3 resolved, that from and iinuv diately after the 
passage of thia Joint Resolution, the Institutions for the training 
and education of the youths ot Liberia he, and they ate exempt­
ed (torn paying duties on all provisions, dry goods, building 
materials, aud other articles imported for the use of their school-, 
except the following; Tobacco, Ardent spirits, Gun-powder 
Guns and Brass-Kettles. ... .

Sec. 2. It is further ref olved, that the Training Institutions 
am Cutuogton, The Orphan Asylum for Girls School, St. .John, 
Cape Mount, Ricks Institute, Muhienburg Mission, and the Fe­
male Institution of Rev. Dr. Moort, Monrovia and such other 
Institutions of learning of a similar nature as are or may heie- 

after be established by any other religious denomination or pi i- 
lanthooic society, for the promotion of education in this Re­
public; and it shall be unlawful for any goods or (merchandise 
impcrtel free of duty under this Resolution to be used in traffic, 
provided that the exchange of them for commodities for the uso 
of Schools shall not be deemed an infringement of this law.

Sec. 9. It i3 further resolved, that invoices for gjcd«, m r- 
chandise, provisions, or building material imported into this Re­
public, under the provisivusof this Resolution, shall be duly cer­
tified by oath before the Liberian Consul at the port from whence 
•aid goods or merchandise shall he shipped.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 81. Ib9b.

Whereas the Government is generally inconvenienced and 
annoyei by unlawful disturbances occurring on the Coast and 
Interior ward ; and Whereas the President has to await the sit­
ting of the Legislature in order to have these difficulties set­
tled, which generally causes the loss of life and property, which 
is against the interest of the citizens trading at suca points.

It. is enacted by the Senate and House of tiepresentatiees of the 
liepublic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Smc. 1. That immediately after the passage of this Act that 
lit President is authorised end directed to interdict any tra­
ding point or points within the Republic, where the occupants 
of\said trading points shall become disloyal by interfering with 
th4 trade boats, or any unlawful act' (Ports of Entry excepted) 
and the President shall report the same to the Legislature at 
the following Session.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 81. 189b.



Joint Resolution altering) Spring Street, in Weal Harper, Mary­
land < lounty.

It is resolve I >j the Senate and Houj- of /i.yever'z':: ■ ./ the 
Republic of Librii in .Legislature assembled.

That from and after the passage of this Resolution, tho nt met 
in West Harper City, Maryland County, commonly known as 
Spring ’Street, ba and tho same is horeby altered, and deduced 
from forty teet, to a lane of twenty feot.

The amount of land deduced shall be disposed of at public 
auction by the Land Commissioner of said County, aud the 
pro tends thereof deposited in the County Treasury.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 31. 1898.

Whereas Clack Tom, of the Settlement of Louisiana, in the 
County of Montserrado, has petitioned to the Legislature for the 
grant of land allowed his father by tne Government, for valua­
ble sei vices rendered the Government in supplying carriers in 
the campaign of 1»56, against the rebellious Tribes of Sinoe 
County, in recognition of which, the Government gave him a 
grant of land and a medal, with deed for the same and tho said 
deed has been lost, as well as the medal,

Therefore ;
It is resolced by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

That immediately after the passage of this Joint Resolution, 
that the Government have surveyed for Black Tom, in the Bat­
tlement of Louisiana, One Hundred Acres of land in the place 
where li6 now resides ; and if the amount cannot be liad in any 
given spot neat him, the same is to be granted him out ot any 
public land elsewhere.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 31. 1898.

Joint Resolution granting to the Widow and Heirs oi the late E. L. 
Bruiuskine the balance due to them on account of his services as Sen­
ator.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic ot Liberia in Legislature assembled.

That from,and immediately after the passage of this Joint 
Resolution, the Amount of Two Hundred and fifty Dollars be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated to the benefit of the 
Widow and Heirs of the late E. L. Brumskine, of Grand Bas-
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sa County ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to 
draw for the seme out of tbe general appropriation lor the ytar 
ending September 30th, 1898.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding 
Approved January 31. 1898.

Joint Resolution restoring Daniel A, Duncan to the rights of citi 
zenship,

ft is resolved by the Senate and Bowe of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That Daniel A. Duncan of the County of Grand 
Bassa. is hereby reston d to all th“ rights and privileges of cit­
izenship in common with all good citizens of this Republic.

All laws or parts of laws to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved January 31. 189o.

\
/
&

Joint Resolution relating to Immigration.
V\ hereas it iu evident that one among tho greatest needs of 

Liberia is the immigration of thrifty, race—loving, intelligent 
and industrious Afro—Americans,—and Whereas it seems expe­
dient that this Government should becomo more actively engag­
ed in the cause of immigration,

Therefore :
It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

Republic of Liberia if. legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Resolution, 
the President of this Republic is authorized and direct! <1 to 
grant unto the International Migration Society of Birmingham. 
Alabama, United States of America, five hundred acres of h-t 
in each of the Counties of this Republic, such lands thus grant­
ed and all buddings erected thereon by the said International 
M igration Society shallhe used as a Genera) hospital, Mission­
ary School and Supply station for all immigrants upon landing 
and while being acclimatized and settled. .

Sec. 2. It is further resolved that the land th us granted to 
said Society including all improvements made thereon when 
no longer needed by said Society, shall revert back to th. In- 
eminent.

Any law to tbe contrary notwithstanding.
A pproved January 31. 1898.

Joint Resolution authorizing the building of a Court House and 
Jail in Robertsport. Grand Care Mount.



it nresotved t>y the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
liepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Joint Reso­
lution, that the sum of Four Thousand Dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated for tbe building of a Court House 
and Jail in Robertsport.

Sec. 2 Jt is further resolved, that the President be, and he 
is hereby authorized to draw on tbe Public Treasury for the 
above amount, out of any monies not otherwise appropriated : 
and he shall give all directions in regard to said building.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 81. 1898.

x Joint ltesolution for the further protection of tho internal revenue 
of the Itepublic by requiring the Government to issue printed forms 
of receipts with receipt margins for the collection of all taxes that 
may iiereafter be collected throughout the Republic.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Be. 
public of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Resolution, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall furnish each Tax Collector 
or Collectors in the several Counties of this Republic, printed 
forms of receipts with receipt margins annexed which shall 
be filled out by said Tax Collectors who shall also fill out the 
margin. Said receipt upon the payment of Taxes shall be given 
to the person or persons paying said Taxes.

The Tax Collector shall retain the receipt margin which shall 
be his voucher at the time of making bis or their reports.

Sec. 2. It is further resolved that it will bo consi dered a 
penal offence for any Tax Collector or Collectors to give out 
any receipts otherwise than is stated in this Resolution, pro­
vided however he has been furnished with the receipts with 
margins as is provided. Should any Tax Collectors violate the 
provisions of this Resolution he or they shall be fined in a sum 
not less than one hundred nor more than three hundred dol­
lars bofore any court having competent jurisiiotion.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 31. 1898.

Joint Resolution granting Thirty Acres of land at New Cess, in tho 
County of Grand Tiassa, to Rev. 8. 1) Ferguson, Bishop, of Gape 
Palmas and parts adjacent, for Missionary purposes.

Jt ts resolved by the Senate and House of liepresentativts, of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.



Skc. 1. Il is resolved, that, from and after the passage of this 
Joint Resolution, that the President is hereby authorized to 
grant Thirty Acres of land in New Cess, iu the County ot 
Grand Russa, to Rev. S. U. Ferguson, Bishop of Cape Palmas 
and parts adjacent, for Missionary purposes ; and the President 
is further authorized to direct the Land Commissioner to 
havejtbe same surveyed out of any public lands that the said 
Rev.lS. D. Ferguson, Bishop of Cape Palmas and parts adja­
cent,^mny select, at the expenso of said Bishop.

Any law to tbe contrary notwithstanding.
Approve! Feb. 1. 1898

''An Act reducing the Tariff on Powder, Tobacco, Salt, Brass Ket­
tles, Bill ^Hooks and Cutlasses.

Jt it enacted by the Senate and Haute of Representatives of the 
Republie of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Seo. 1. That from an! immediately after the passage of this 
Act, the dntv on Powder shall be 5 cents per pouud, Tobacco 5 
cents per pound, 'Salt 5 cents per cwt,, Brass Kettles 5 cents 
per pound, Bill-hooks and cutlasses 25 cents per dozen payable 
in gold.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 1. 1898.

Joint Resolution approving of the arrangements made with the East 
African Company in April 1897, by the Secretary of the Treasury.

Tt is resolved by the Senate and House cf Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Seo. 1. It is resolved, that tbe financial arrangement made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury with the East African Company 
in April, 1897, is approved.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved 3. February 1898.

An Act supplementary to an Act to amend the Charter of the 
City ot Buchanan approved January 14. A. D. 1897.

Whereas sundry practices respecting the mode of conducting 
electoral polls in the Municipality of Buchanan, in the County 
of Grand Bassa have attained that of allowing persons to use 
their electoral franchise other than those qualified by law iu 
consequence of there being no regularly established system set 
forth in the Charter of said CorpqrstioD. and—Whereas such a 
practice having becomo l^^icipahty has caused



considerable eucn HClUlientH cn the established pi inci pies of I ait 
and good rea.-on, and is also calculated to involve considerable 
trouble upon the citizens thereof if measures are not adopted to 
alleviate this evil.

'I here fora ;
It is enacted by the Senate, and House ol fcprcsentaliccx of tbf lie 

public of Liberia in Lujixlatxtre assembled.

Sec. 1. That it shall bs unlawful for any person or persons, 
in the County of Grand Bassa or elsewhere in the Republic of 
Liberia, to vote at ci use his or their electoral franchise al 
any regular or special election held in the city of Buchan­
an for the benefit of that City other than those who are citizens 
thereof and are constitutionally qualified or who, although they 
be citizens of another City, town or village within thia Republic 
possess unencumbered real estate within said city.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that any person or persons own­
ing land or real property within said city of Buchanan but are 
residents of another as set forth in tho proceeding section of 
this Act, lesiritig to vote or use his nr their legal franchise at 
the munieipa' e ection held in said City, shall at least three days 
before such election takes place appear belore the Clerk of the 
Monthly and Probate Conit of the County of Grand Bassa, and 
swear as tc his being a legally qualified voter ; when his or their 
names shall by said Clerk be duly registered and a copy thereof 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions 
and Common Pleas of the County to be laid before the Grand 
Jury at the then ensuing term of said County for inspection.

Sec. 3 It is further enacted, that should it appear that any 
peison or persons who have thus sworn that he or they were le- 
g'-dly qualified to vote and wete not, such person or persons 
shall he deemed guilty of perjury, and on conviction before the 
Court of competent jurisdiction shall suffer the penalties in 
such cases made and provided. And such illegal votes shall also be 
a bar to the person or persons thus apparently elected taking his 
or their seats as Mayor or Common Councilman.

Sec. 4. It is further enacted that the Clerk of the Monthly 
and Probate Court shall receive, for the services to be performed 
by him to wit : swearing parties tif cts each, registration of 
names I2| cts each which amounts shall be paid by said Mu­
nicipality,

Failing to vigilantly perform his duty he shall be subjected to 
a prosecution for official misconduct and on oonviciion shall 
pay a fine o* not less than one hundred dollars for the first of­
fence with all costs incurred and double this sum for the sec­
ond.

Any law or parts of law conflicting with this, be, and the same 
i3 hereby repealed.

Approved February 3. 183P-
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If in ,’Hit - I ii/th ■ ■r’l’ find Hoimf nt In i-ietuntutiris of the 
J\ijiuhlic “i I.i II ■ tiwetlbled

1. That imn.nii.itoly after the pa-capt of this Agt, 
tl.i'it shall by assessed, levied anil collected upon 'turn and Gin, 
not e.>- :g in strength the standard proof ol ‘50 "„) fifty i.r 
cent a d; . of seventy five cents pergallon in gold : an.i mr. 
degree ».o '0 50% imported into this Republic, there sb.nl be p, . 
aif additional duty cf 25 cents in gold upon each degree ; and all 
Gin in,i.-oited into this Republic must be imported in larg. c.i 
ses of bitten bottles each, and small cases of Its bottles a . ■ r 
jugs of one pint each : the same to be tested by tile hid;,-:, 
by o: under tbe direction of tho Secretary of the Treasury . 
Collectors of Customs. Provided however il at nothing 111 th;, 
section shall be so construed as to iuteifero with an Act regu­
lating the manufacturing of alcoholic spirits or other intoxi­
cants.

Sr? . 2, It is further enacted that the retail liquor licens 
shall be one hundred Dollars in gold, one half to the Cerpirauon,

:id one half to tbe Government. Quantities ol liqn ;■ . x -i 
ing three gallons must be sold under wholesale license. Retail­
ers of goods, wares or merchandise shall pay a license of Twelve 
dollars in gold or Liberian paper currency. Wbolc-sah licci r 
shall be Twenty five dollars per annum ia gold or Liberian 
currency. Peddlers or Hawkers shall pay a license of six dol 
lars annually in gold or Liberian currency ; Alien Artiaans, in 
eluding, Cooks Laundryinen, Pages and Valets shall pay twenty 
five dollais in gold annually, Physicians, Lawyers and Auction­
eers shall pay a license of twelve dollars in gold or Liberian 
currency.

Sec. 3. It is further enacted that all license shall be pa d 
to the Corporations and Townships. All owners of bi a.-, ei gag - 
ed in trade shall pay a license of six dollars in Liberian paper 
currency annually’.

Sec. 4. It is further enacted that the Secretary of the Tn as- 
ury shall cause hand bills of this Act to be printed and imumdi 
atelv forwarded to the several collectors of customs of tins Re­
public.

Sec. 5. It is further enacted that upon all other goods not 
herein enumerated there shall he assessed, levied and collected 
the duty as is set forth in the Tariff Ace approved January 
1898 7.‘

Any Av. t the contrary notwithstanding.

Joint ltesolution with respect to the shipment of laborers from 
Libera*.
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It it, ', 3(7 by the Senate mid House of Hey, t>, ntatiies tjt the 
Rcmtblic of Liberia in Leffislature asstinbled.

bEC. I. That A. Humplmnyr, be ami bo is hereby consti 
tuted nnd appointed General Agent of the Republic of Liberia 
for the: hipment of Laborers beyond iho Liberian territories, for 
the whole territory of Liberia, with power to "."point Sub-Agents 
11 all the ports of Eutry for tho term of Five years from tbe date of 
t te passage of ibis Resolution under the following regulations:—

First. The said General Agent must pay into the Treasury 
ol the Republic at Monrovia the sum of seven thousand and 
five hundred dollars in gold coin immediately after the passage 
of this Resolution.

Sbcond. Each boy can only be shipped for twelve (12) 
months, o-nd then only to the place to which he voluntarily e- 
lects to go. Contracts for a longer term can only be made 
by express permission ot Government. Liborers going to Fer­
nando Po aro not covered by this Resolution.

Third. The laborers are not to be carried beyond the West 
Coast of Africa. They are not to be employed in Military service, 
nor as carriers for Military Expeditions unless such service is noti­
fied and agrec4 to by Government. The intention is that they 
shah be employed only in factory and plantation work.

Fourth. The General Agent shall pay a fee of Two dollars 
($ 2 00) for each boy shipped, to the Government, and shall 
in addition retain in his hand for Government the Navy 
fax of Fifty cents ($ 0.50) for each boy shipped.

Fifth. The said Agent must endeavour to the the best of 
his ability to ship laborers only to such firms or persons who 
are known to treat laborers well, lie must sea that the laborers 
are paid the promised wages and are returned borne at the end 
of that term ot engagement.

Sixth. This Resolution shall not apply to boys engaged to 
work on board steamers or war vessels, provided, however that 
the number so engaged does not exceed forty ("10) men.

Seventh. The Government is not to be made responsible for 
any boys surreptitiously shipped, but upon application of the 
said General Agent it will cause any part of the Liberian Coast 
to be patrolled by one of its Revenue vessels. The cost of the 
coal used in consequence oi such patrol shill be paid by the 
said General Agent.

Eighth. The Agent shall have the right to transfer this 
agency to any other resident p is. n or persons, firm or firms, 

rovided however that notice of said transfer shall have been 
mado io the Treasury Department, Monrovia, and the intended 
purchaser is approved by iu> I .vernmnnt of Liberia.

Ninth. .Should the Government at a ny time revoke the Agen­
cy before the expiration of the Five 15) years, it shall thereupon 
pay to the said General Agent or bis assign^, the sum of Fifteen 
hundred dollars for each unexpired year, provided that in tho

dilations.b ci-, in viola
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to tne said Agem, he shall be allowed upon notice given at the 
Treasury Department, to withdraw from the arrangement with­
out paying anv indemnity.

Eleventh. Upon application of the saul Agent his appoint­
ment may ba renewed for another term of Five years >a the 
same conditions.

TwHi.vrn. The said Agent may ship laborers on Sundays in 
case steamers cannot wait and necessity so requires.

Thirteenth. Any person found guilty of surreptitiously ship’ 
ping boys or sending onboard vessels to be shipped contrary 
to the provisions of the above Regulation or Ac',, or of shipping 
boys on their account in violation thereof, shall on conviction 
before the Court of Admiralty pay costs and a fine ot oue hun­
dred lOU.OOy dollars in gold for each boy shipped; ona half 
of which shall go to the Government the other half to the 
General Agent. The like penalty shall be inflicted on any 
Master of a vessel sending Ins boats on shore to take off la­
borers contrary to these Resolutions.

Fourteenth. That the shipping Master of the several coun­
ties shall supervise the shipment of all hoys shipped by the sev- 
eral Agents under this Act, and deposit a list of all the boys 

> soshipped into the Treasury or Sub Treasury of tins Republic, 
alter recording tbe same in a bo< k to be kept tor that perp e,

' the shipping and Navy Tax recited in paragraph 4ih shall be
' paid in gold, and the Treasurer or Sub-Treasurer of this Re 

public shall reserve tho same for Navy purpose.
Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved February 4th 1898.

Joint Resolution graming to Isaac Moort Fifteen Acres of land in 
lieu of samo quantity of his laud given through mistake to J. T. Borrian.

It it resolved by the Senate and J louse of ‘!ep> esentatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assenMed.

Sec. 1. That Fifteen Acres of public land is hereby granted 
to Tsaac Mcort in lieu of the same quantity of his land given 
through mistake to John T. Berrian, and the Land Commissioner 
is hereby directed to execute Deed for same and have the Deed 
of Isaac Moort rectified.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 4th 1898.

Joint Resolution respecting Shipping Masters.

It it resolved by the Senate and House of ttepreientatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Skc, 1. It is resolved that from and. immediately after the
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passage of this Joint Resolution, the Shipping Master shall re­
ceive oO cts. for the shipment of each laborer, and 26 cts. for 
each Krnoboy shipped as deck hand under the Treaties tor the 
free engagement of laborers, instead of the present fee of 75 cts., 
io be paid out of the amounts collected for the shipment of la­
borers.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 4th 189b.

t Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to en­
ter into negotiations looking to the better regulation of the finances 
of tin Republic in such a manner as to ensure prompt payment of lo­
cal obligations,

Jt is raulred by tbe Senate and TJousC of Hepresentatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legiilaiure assembled.

Sec. 1. It is resolved, that the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized to formulate and to negotiate with a banker, 
firm, or syndicate, a scheme for the better regulation of the fi­
nances of the Republic, in such a manner as to secure a prompt, 
regular and systematic payment of public obligations.

Such a scheme shall provide for advances to the Treasury at 
certain specified periods, of not less than three months, for the 
capitalization of the local public floating deb', for the payment 
of the interest on the debt of the country, lor the issuing of 
bank notes if necessary. As security for the advances to tho 
Treasuty, the Secretary may arrange that the Revenue arming 
from customs, stamps and so forth, be paid and received by tho 
banker, firm, or syndicate, who shall also be appointed financial 
Agents of the Republic here and in Europe, without interven­
tions, and that said person or persons shall have the right to 
make representations to government through the Secretary of 
the Treasury relative to tho fitness and financial interests of the 
Country. The scheme when negotiated and arranged, shall be 
first considered by tho Executive Government, and shall then be 
laid before the Legislature for approval, accompanied by tho 
draft of such laws as will be necessary for and promote its work­
ing. One thousand dollars aro heteby appropriated for the ex­
penses of the Secretary in case he should find it necessary to vis­
it Europe and arrange the matter.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Feb. 5. 1898.

Joint Kesolution empowering the President to settle native ddficul- 
ties in Montserrado County,

Jt. is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ot the 
Republic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.
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Sbc. 1. It 18 resolved that from and immediately after the 
passage of this Joint Resolution, the President is fully authoriz­
ed to put on fooc a Military force as he may find necessary to 
bring in subjugation to the Government Bar Singby and Parklar 
Tuah in Montserrado County.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Feb. 7. 18»8.

Joint Resolution providing for a Krupp Gun for strengthening 
the County ot Maryland.

Whereas timely preparation is considered by all civilized 
countries of the world to be very essential to the preservation of 
peace and quietness, and should be the policy for Liberia to par 
sue as far as it is consistent;

And whereas the southern Connty of the Republic is sur 
rounded by a strong and formidable number of aborigines who 
are to be kept under subjugation and made to obey the laws 
and respect the sovereignty of the Republic of Liberia.

Therefore ;
It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sac. 1. That the Secretary of tbe Treasury, under the di­
rection of tbe President, is hereby fully authorized to contract 
for and purchase an Eighteen Pounder Krupp Gun with three 
hundred or more rounds of suitable Ammunition for better 
strengthening the County of Maryland.

Sec. 2. That in order to procure said Krupp Gun and ammu­
nition, the sum of One thousand and five hundred dollar? be aud 
tbe same is hereby appropriated to meet the expenses of par- 
eh string and delivering the same at Harper, Cape Palmas, and the 
President shall draw under warrant on the Treasury for the riamp-

Any law to the contrary notwithet&ndiog.

An Act plgoipgand restricting Offioers of the Government.

Whereas it appears that the present existing regulations re­
specting the appointment of Cabinet Officers are inadequate to 
meet the requirements of the Beveral conditions, as it is but just 
and equitable that the several Counties should have a represen­
tation and participation in the working of the Executive Govern­
ment, as well as the Legislative and Judiciary Departments as 
each County within the Republic of Liberia contributes its quota 
toward the pecuniary working of the Government, in common 
wjth Montserrado : And whereas it appears that certain officers 
in -each branch of Government are bolding other positions that
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the Legislature deems incompatible and which militates against 
tbe interest of the Government.

Therefor* ;
It w enacted by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of the 

Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That after the passage of this Act, the President in 
making his selection of Cabinet officers, shall, as far as is practi­
cable, extend his appointments to the other Counties within the 
Republic of Liberia, in order tnat all the Counties may have a 
representation in the Executive Department of Government, as 
well as the other two co ord nate branches.

Sec. 2, It is further enacted, that any person or persons act­
ing as Counsel, Agent, or Legal adviser to any mercantile house 
within or without this Republic shall be dtenidd 'ncompetent to 
hold a Commission, unless he or they shall exhibit a certifi­
cate of his or their resignation to the proper source.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

An Act for the encouragement of the Coffee Industry.

Whereas in view of the low price at present obtained for Li­
berian Coffee, believed to be due largely to tbe improper manner 
in which it is cured and put on tbe market; and, Whereas un­
less stringent measures are taken this budding industry will ba 
materially injured if not extinguished ;

Therefore ;
It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the fie- 

'■eitblie of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Otto, 1. It is enacted that after the passage of this Act that 
the Secretary of tbe Treasury is directed to enter into negotia­
tion with some foreign capitalist or machinist for the erection of 
suitable coffee cleaning Plants in some oentral spot on the Rt. 
Paul’s River, Montserrado County, or in other Counties of this 
Republic.

8eo. 2. It is further enacted, that all coffee exported from 
Montserrado County, or other Counties of this Republio, after 
the erection of a Plant must be cleaned at some Plant, or any 
branch thereof, or else pay an export duty of five cents per In 
in gold. This duty shall not bo enforcad in any district where a 
Plant is not laid down or not accessible,

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the in­
troduction of machinery worked by hand in any County or distriot 
in which a steam Plant is not erected by the Capitalist or Ma- 
abinist *

Brc. 3. It is further enacted that the Capitalist introducing



the sole right ol bringing in and laying down such Plants for a 
tetm of twenty years front the date of the acceptance of this pro­
posal, in such districts of the Republic as he or hi* Agent may 
designate, and shall further have a grant of pjiblic land free of 
cost for the erection of the machinery, buildings and waiehons- 
es, and at such place or places as he or they may request.

Skc. a. It is further enacted, that the Tariff to be paid by 
the producers at the Mills shall not be more than one and a half 
cents per pound.

Sec, 5, It is further enacted, that in order to facilitate his 
business, the right is also conceded to said Capitalist of im­
proving the roads in the districts in which he operates in order 
to make easy the bringing of -the crops to tho Plant, but h6 
must submit his proposal to Government in every case before en­
tering upon said work, which mast always be executed under 
Government sanction and authority ; the question of expenso 
being a matter of agreement.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Joint Resolution restricting Foreigners transacting mercantile bus 
incss in this Republic to Ports of Entry, and forbiddiag those en 
gaged in agricultural pursuits transacting mercantile business in said 
farming districts, where the said Foreigners aro operating.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, of the 
Republic of .Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this 
Resolution, it shall he unlawful tor any Foreigner or Foreigners, 
transacting mercantile business in this Republic, to trade at any 
place other than a regular Port of Entry as defined by tbe 
present Statute Laws of this Republic regulating Ports of Entry.

Sac. 2. It is further resolved, that it shall be unlawful for 
any Foreigner or Foreigners engaged in agricultural, pursuits iu 
any of the Jnt. rior settlements of ibis Republic, to do any 
mercantile business whatsoever, under the penalty of confiscation 
of all produce bought at said farms, and a fine of Five hun­
dred dollars for tbe first, offence, aud a fine of Two thousand 
dollars for the second offence.

Sec. 8. It is further resolved, that any Liberians applyiug 
to taKe out license to transact retail business on pi t mist s leas .1 
by Foreigners, to engage in agriculture shall mak ■ oath that 
sucn businers is his own; and if afterwards it shall be known
or r ’ ’ ■ iprer’s business, and not his own, he shall
be sub; ;> ti. i'.y. ,

Sr? -. ■ r olved that, any P'-rson or persons git
mg r . : w ico will lead to ihe apprehension aud con
•.action ol < rv one vi hiring the provisions of this Resolution or 
any part ti r I .1 e-.: ‘.'<dt f urili of the fine so imposed



Joint Resolution fixing tho day of adjouriJnent of the I'uenH sixtn 
Legislature, First Session.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of representatives oi the 
public of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sec. 1. It is resolved that the First Session of the Twenty 
sixth Legislature adjourn its present Session Hi,n Die, on Fri" 
day the 11th day of February, 1898.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 4th 1898.
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Joint Kosolution providing for the adoption of children.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

That from aud after the passage of this resolution, any per- 
son desirous of adopting a child or children shall be permitted 
to do so by making known such desire to the Court of Monthly 
and Probate Sessions in tbe presence of the child or children to 
be adopted, and shall solemnly affirm to treat the said child or 
children in the same manner as though they were their children 
by nature. The said chili or children so adopted shall be en­
titled to all the rights and privileges of any other legitimate child 
or children belonging to the person so adopting.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 17th 1899.

Joint Kesolution restoring sundry persons to citizenship.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sec. 1. It is resolved that from and immediately after the passage 
of this Joint Resolution Ellen Taylor, A. A. Holensby and J. K. 
Perkins of tho County of Montserrado- are hereby restored to 
the rights of citizenship.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 17th 1899.

-------- »

Joint Resolution creating a monthly and Probate Court at Cavalla 
in the County of Maryland.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic 0/ Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sec. 1. It is resolved that from and after the passage of this



Joint Resolution there shall be constituted and established at 
Cavall.-v iu tho County of Maryland, tjba hold on -tbe second 
Monday in each, month a Provi i invry Court ha|ing jurisJio- 
ion within tho Territory of Cavalls, but said ccurt ’shall not have 

Jurisdiction in tho op jointniaut of Judges aud Clerks of election. 
Appeals shall Ik? ini from said Court as by law provided for to 
the Court of Common Pleas of Mirylaud County and further 
there shall 'be a deputy Bhcrifl who shall be tho Ministerial 
Officer of said court, who shall bo required to give bond in c- 
quai proportion as is by law required of a Sheriff.

Sec. 2. It is further resolved, that tho said Court «baH have 
jurisdiction in all esses of misdemeanor where the fine is not 
less than Teo nor more than Twenty dollais and in all actions 
of trespass, trover, slander and detinue where the amount in lit 
igatiou is not less than one hundred, nor inoro than one hundred 
and fifty dollars, and in all infractions of the peace where tbe 
fine in not less than Ten Dollars nor more than Twenty Dollars.

Seo. 3. It is further resolved that the President be and he 
is authorized to appoint for the the Previsionary court at Ca- 
valla one Judge, a District attorney and Clerk, and make all 
other arrangements necessary to carry out fully the provisions 
of this Kesolntion.

Any law to the contrary uotwith Hand ing.
Approved Jany. 17th 1899.

Au Act incorporating the Eliza Turner Memorial Afiicaa Meth­
odist Episcopal Church of Monrovia.

Zt it enacted fcy lAs Senate and tjouu of fiep'esentatives of tke 
Jimuklie of Liberia in Legislature assembl'd.

Sec 1. That from and after the passage of this Act the Rev. 
C. J. Lawton Pastor, Thomas W Haynes Trustee Steward 
F. J. Hooke, T. 8. Duncan; Trustees, George Overton, Samuel 
W. Overton Stewards, together with the other officers aud in. in 
bers of the city of Monrovia and thus® who may bereaf >i be 
come officers and member, are hereby declared a Body corporate 
and politic to be known as the Eliza Turner Memorial (hutch 
of -Monrovia with perpetual succession with full power to re­
ceive purchase, hold and enjoy property real and personal to the 
amount of lifty Tb<‘U'and dollars to sue and be sued, plead and 
b?j impleaded mjany of the Courts of this Republic under the name 
and style ot Eliza. Turner Memorial Cbuioli of Monrovia.

Any law or laws conflicting with this Act, be and the saute 
are hereby repealed.

Approved January 17th J899.

A Joint Resolution repealing a joint resolution suspending the Office 
of the Secretary of War and Naw and requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to perfo/jn >he duties of the panic



It ■/* resoivtti if 'he Senate arid Hed.it ot ft*present litres at Uh* 
tiepnblie of Liberia in Legislature assembled. \

Sec. I. Tht-i, from and immediately aftet the pipage of this 
Joint Resolution, '/'.it the Joint Resolution suspending the office 
of Secretary of War and Navy and requiring the Secretary of 
the Treasury to p« rform the duties of tho said office, it here­
by repealed, and the duties hereafter is investai are tho ojita of 
tbs Secretary of War and tho Navy.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 17th 1899.

------- . —« *W>-. . —i ----

Joint Resolution granting to the heirs of James M. Horace of the 
County of Grand Bassa certain monies due thorn on account ot claims 
presented by the guardians of the heirs of James M. Horace deceased.

That whereas tbe said guardians for tho heirs of J. M. Hor­
ace of the County of Grand Bassa have petitioned the Legislature 
to re-imburse the heirs of J. RI. Horace deceased for a lawful 
and just claim duo by Govirnment to said heirs, and whereas it 
is the policy of Government not to defraud any of her eitizens.

therefore, it w resolved by the .Senate an I House of Ker.rrsmta- 
tives of the Jtepublie of fjibtria in legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the sum of Two hundred and twenty dollars 
be mid the same is hereby appropriated for benefit of tbe heirs 
of tbe said Janies Rt. Horace deceased, and the President is hereby 
authorized to draw for the same out of any monies uot otherwise 
appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 17 3 899.

Joint Resolution ordering payment of indemnity to tbe East Af- 
frican Company of Rotterdam, Holland.

Whereas, the East African Company Iiub made through the 
Department of Stato a claim for damage's for loss of produce 
brought about by tho actions of the officers of iho Republic on 
tho English frontier m may 1898, und whereas the matter •, 
now under investigation.

Tiers torn, it is resolved by the Senate and. Hoase of ileurssenn 
tires of the ti'-pnblic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sac. 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall under the 
direction of the President of ’lie Itepublic, pay to tho East Af­
rican Company of Rotterdam, Holland, ttio sum of not moro 
than Two tfaousHud dollars, or such other sums as shall appear



6

just, il utter an investigation of the facts, the agents of the Gov 
eminent shall appear to have acted illegally or unjustly.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approve! Janv. 19. lS9'J.

Joint Resolution amendatory to a Joint Resolution repealing por­
tions of an Act amendatory and supplementary to the several existing 
Military Acts approved January 7th 1S98.

Where is it is undesirable that tho quarterly drills of tho 
First and Fifth Regiments should come off on the same day, 
And, whereas it would enhance tho Military interest to have 
the two regim.-nts d'-ill on d.fferent days ;

Therefore, it is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

That from and after the passage of this Joint Resolution, the 
quarterly drill of the Fifth Regiinonl shall take place on the 
Third Thursday iu the months of February, May, August and 
November; and Officers-drill on the day precoeding.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 17th 1899.

Joint Resolution authorizing and providing for the building] of a 
Floating Dock for tire purpose of cloaning the bottoms of the Gun 
Boats of this Republic.

Whereas it is absolutely necessary that the bottoms of all 
ships, especially Iron or Steel claded ships, be cleaned and 
painted, at least, once or twice a year in order to prevent cor­
roding and other damages, and,

Whereas the bottoms of the Gun Boats of this Republic 
have not had proper attention paid to them at least for 
three or more years, because of the want of facilities fordoing 
so, and,

Whereas all Nations should have within themselves the means 
and facilities to keep Gun Boats and other war vessels in good 
order,

Therefore ; it is resolved by the Senate and House of Representa­
tives in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of War and Navy ia hereby au- 
thorizedjand directed to have built in as short a time as ciroum- 
stanees will warrant, a Wooden Floating Dock of the following 
dimensions Ose hundred and thirty feet long, twenty fire feet 
wide and nine feet deep after the design and plan as will be fur­
nished by J. B. Dennis or some other plan if ionnd more prac­
ticable.



Rue. 2. The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
under tho warrant of the President to draw for and place at the 
disposal of the Secretary of War and Navy, to carry out the 
provisions of tho first section of this Joint Resolution the sum 
of four thousand and five hundred dollars out of any moneys in 
the public Treasury not otherwise appropriated and the sum of 
S 1.500 be and the same is hereby appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstundim.'.
Approved Jany. 19. 1899.

•Tbint Resolution pensioning sundry persons.

It j’.< resolved by the Senate anil Ihni.se*'>! I'epi'rsentalives of the 
liepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

That the following named persons ho placed on the pension 
list unler the law governing Pensions Viz :—

'apt. C- H. Capehart, Lieut. 15. Pea), the widow of Lieut. A, 
Nunn of Montserrado County ; Gui.ner Saunders E. Ellis of 
Sinoe, and Private H. 1). Hodge of Maryland County.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Jany. 19. 1899.

•loint Resolution restoring C. 1!. Young to tho rights of citizenship.

It is rcsolred by ihr Senate and House of Hepresentatives of the 
■Republic ot Liberia in Legislature assembled-

Sec. 1. flint C, R. Young of the County of Maryland, is 
hereby restored to all the rights and'privileges of citizenship in 
common with all good citizens of this Republic.

Ail laws or parts of laws to tbe contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved Jany. 19. 1899,

Joint Resolution granting to J. A- Toliver of Hartford, Grand 
Bassa County, 1 ifteen acres of public land in Grand llassa County.

Whereas J. A. Toliver has petitioned the Legislature for a 
grant of fifteen acres of land which he has been unable to re­
cover, having deposited the certificate for said land in the of­
fice of the Land Commissioner of Grand Bassa County during 
the year 189-1 aud have now in his possession an order for the 
survey of said land given him in lieu of his certificate :

'1 he re fore : it is resolved by the Senate und House of fiepresenta- 
tires of the liepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Seo. 1. That the Superintendent of Grand Bassa County be, 
aud he is hereby authorized to order the Surveyor of Grand Bns-



M County to surrey iiitcan acrs’ of public la:» i lor J. A Tol. 
iver,

Skc. 2. That the Secretary of State be. and he is hereby co 
quested to gtant a Deed or Deed" for said lend.

Any law to the contvarv notwithstanding.
Approved Jany. t9. I8h9.

Joint Resolution Chartering Widow's Son Ledge N’unher 7. or Free 
pnd Accepted Masons of Grand Cape Mount.

It ii resolved by tht Senate and House ol Repret atattree of tht 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled,

Sec. 1. That B. K. McKeever. W. M. T. J. Watson S. W. 
E‘ Z. B. Jones, J, W. and other members and officers of said 
Lodgo and such others as may be hereatter connected with 
them be and they are hereby constituted and declared a body- 
corporate and politic, under the name and ftyle of the Widow's 
Son Lodge nun.her 7 of Grand Cape Mount of the Republic 
of Liberia. Aud shall be capable in Law to receive hold and 
enjoy real and personal estate to the amount of Three Thousand 
dollars, for the use aud benefit of said institutior., and shall have 
perpetual succession of officers and members, and as such may 
sue and be sued, pleid and be impleaded before an, court of law 
or equity of this Republic having competent jurisdiction.

Sbc. 2. 'Tiie said Lodge shall bo permitted to do all Other 
matters and thinga done in similar bodies under tho jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Liberia.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Janry 19. 1899.

Joint Resolution for the settlement of the difficulties in the ulterior : 
Paklab Twall's section of the l’essy country, Montg.rrrado County.

Whereas divers reports have reached ihe citizens of this Coun­
ty relative to the Beligercnt Paklah Twah wishing to surren­
der to tbe authority of Government ; if the proper commission­
ers are appointed to meet him at some town in tho Guagy sec 
tion of the country : and whereas it is not tbe desire ot the Got 
ernment to wage war against its subjects when peace can be re­
stored otherwise ; And as the messengers Robe rt Johnson alias 
Jaiiah Mahly and Pom bo Poller and others were sent out 
in October to ascertain ftom Paklah if ha js willing to au tread*1 
to the Government ;

Therefore ; it is resolced by the Senate and He use nf R'preseuta- 
Mes\oJ the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.,

B«e. 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this



n

.Joint Resolution, tha' tbe President ho and lit is hereby directed 
to appoint not more titan three commissioners with the Secre­
tary of ;be To;, nor un ; n escort of fifteen or twenty soldiers 
to proceed at once to the Guagy section of the conn try or. any 
other place better s lited witli full power to treat with the said 
l’aklah Twah and to settle the existing difficulties.
Sec. 2. It is further resolve 1 that for the carrying out of section 

first, the sum of Two T.i . isand dollars is hereby appropriated : 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to draw for 
same out of any monies not otherwise appropriated.

Sec. 3. It is further rt so'v< 1, that in case the Secretary of 
the Interior and Commissioners cannot come to a satisfactory 
settkmrnt of the difficulties while on' in the interior, on their 
return shall report tb l’aklah Twah will not surrender to the 
Government; the President is then authorized and directed to 
put on a sufficient armed t uce under the proper commanding 
officers to subdue the said Pukluh Twah ; and for the carray- 
ing out of this section Eight Thousand dollar is hereby appro­
priated and the Secretary of tb Treasury is authorized to draw 
for the same uot of any monies out otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved lanry. 19. 1K99.

Joint ll Palutijn lGsjweting Licenses pay .ole to Corporation*.

Whereas considerable difference of opinon exists with respect 
to the class of Licenses which are payable into tbe Treasuries 
Gf tiie municipalities of this Republic.

Iheiefeire, it t.t r &.|r ,1 by the Senate itivl House of leeyiefentn- 
til ts of the Itepvblie of Jjibtria in /svishiture o-entbltl.

Sec. I. That one half of the Licenses of the sale, of spirits, 
the retail and wholesale merchandise Licenses, also all monios 
arising from auctioneers and peldleis Licences shall ba paid into 
the Treasury .-•( the sever 1 corporations. All other licenses 
are to be paid into the several County Treasuiie.

Am law tc the contrary not withstanding.
Apj.roved January 2 tb

Joint I’cHolution restoring Joseph liicki, : the < ,umy of Grand 
Bassa to the rights and privileges of . .......... ship.

It fs rr.tolPti! by 'lie ,Si nnti eml llonse f.’epc. - ul ifir < ' the 
/’. public lit J.ih' TUl ill 1 .eycl,t; n i! 0 sh mb!t il.

That from and iniinedialelv after the p.ssag. of this Joint 
Resolution, Joseph Ricks of Grand Bassa County is hereby re­
stored to all the rights, privileges and immunities of citizenship 
of this Republic.

__ __ Any law to tbe contrary not with '. e’ing.
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Joint Resolution chartering the Burns Mem trial M. !'. Cl: .en of 
Brcwcrville, Montserrado County.

Zt tx resolv'd by tfi,' Senate and House o< Pepres •
Jl'f'uMi'- nf Liberia in I,(yielnt r osseinl-l-d.

Sec. 1. That C. A. Lincoln, Raster, William Luc . 1
Brayler, Charles Banks Sr. Janies II. Scars Sr. > iio'Z 
Charles Wilson, George Green, Thomas Martin and J. 11 
Trustees of the said Burns Memoiial M. B. f i»tireb • •i •; 
ville and their successors iu office are hereby it,, . .> ., i

corporate and politic, and as such mv sue and i s i. p . 
and be impleaded before any court of this Republic having c 
petent jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall be permitted to acquire 
possess and hold real and personal estate by bequest, donation, 
purchase or otherwise to the amount of Fifteen th»nand dollars 
and shall do all other acts and thing usually done ip similar 
bodies corporale.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 23rd 1899.

Joint Resolution imposing a penalty for infringement of Art 9 m.d 
10 of the Brussels Act of 1890.

It is repaired by the Senate and Huu.se nf' A’./uvs. m/.i.'/o s , ;j-
Republicat I.ibertn in Lnjtslatu! c asseiah/,•</-

Sec. 1. That the penalty for an infringement < f artmh 3 
and 10 of tho Brussels Conference of 1890 shall be om 
imprisonment and a fine of five hundred dollars with coniise i 
oi the arms and ammunition of both.

Sec. 2. Nothing in this resolution shall be- intended to pre­
vent the carrying ef arms by the civiii.it'.1 inhali; .tit.- if ihi< 
Republic in accordance with the provisions ol’theCoi m:cn 
ot Liberia and that so much of tho Brtiss, L treaty as diivciiy 
concerns the Republic of Liberia be published 1 'hate! aft.'- 
tbe passage of this resolution.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Appr >vtd January 23rd 1899.

Joint Resolution approving the arrangt ments made by the Ex­
ecutive Government lor 1 lie payment ot the Loan of 1871.

It is resolved by the Senate and Huns’ ul' li. / 1 e. 'iitutiees if the 
Hepubtic of Liberia in JLeyislaturt assembled.

That the arrangements signed by the Secretary of the Treas­
ury and the Attorney General and the Committee of Libs ian



bor holder’ m Loudou, on the 2,8l h day of September 1895 is 
approved, on condition that tho following is substituted for the 
(itli clause in said agreement.

Ciaehe Gth.

Pho service of the debt ahal! be further secured by one half 
duties on Tobacco aud Powder, which aro hereby further

• ss pued tor tbe service of the said loan. 'Pho said duty shall 
lie collected under special regulations and shall to paid over 
quarterly to tho British Consul for transmission to the Bankers 
charged with the service of the debt.

Any law to the contrary bo aud the same is hereby repealed. 
Approved January 23rd 185,9.

(/do hit ltesolution respecting the 7 *!„ Loan of 1871.

Whereas tho Government of Liberia is extremely desirous of 
making just and equitable arrangements for the payment of tho 
7 English Loan of 1871, and whereas the Secretary of tho 
Treasury lias negotiated an arrangement with the Committee 
of Bondholders which arrangement was signed September 28th 
1898. and whereas the Legislature accepts nearly all of the 
principles set forth in said arrangement and is desiring that it 
be carried into effect.

Therefore it is irsolved ii, the Senate ami House of tiepresentatiees 
of the Hi public of .Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the first 'lay of April 1899, the 
duty on T i•aeco and Powder shall be increased to eight cents per 
bound to be pain absolutely in Gold coin, one half of said duty 
being hereby assigned for the service of the Loan of 1871.

Sue. 2. The Secretary of the Treasury shall issue at once, 
special instructions aud forms for the collection of tho revenue 
on Tobacco aud Powder.

Sec. 1 i'he dutv collected on these articles and assigned 
for the working of the said. Loan shall at the close of each 
quarter be paid over to the British Consul for transmission to the 
Bankers charged with tho service of the debt. The expense of 
said transmission shall be paid by the Republic

Any iaw to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 23rd 1899.

Joint Resolution chartering the Evening Star Badge No. 121 of the 
United Brothers of Friendship ol Clay-Ashland, Montserrado Coun ty.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of flcpnscntatires of the 
Hi public of Liberia in Leyislature asiunbltd.



Sra. I. K. V. Richards W. \i„ B B. P. l.s. D. M . V. Id.
Lomax. W. S.. A. Brisbane, Assis 5 ff. b. Snup- 
s>n. Treran-, r S 1 . Brown M. C., J > 1". .IS.. J s’
Kicks, L. S. find J. W. Cooper. W i . ' f'Aahlattd and their 
successors in otlie?. are hereby d el-tv I .> iv ■ . p-ra.t: md 
politic, an 1 is such mt? «i > and • •iI i .l be itnpl I
cd before any court of ibis Republic having competent jurisdic­
tion.

Sec. 2. Tbo said corporation shall be permitted to acquire, 
possess and hold real an 1 personal estate by bequest, donation or 
otherwise to the value of twenty-five thousand dollars and do all 
other acts done by similar bodies corp.-rate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Jauuary 23rd. 1899.

— — - —a ♦ —-
•loin!, Ib-solution incorporating the Providence Baptist Chun h of 

Hartford, Grand b . sa ( unity.

It is i,xiAv<i by tht' Siuate and ilfit-' "f fopr x-.‘nMit:($ ui t 
fi puhli:' ■ t l.tb'■ in ia ,/ s .

Seo. I. That Coy C. Brown, Tastor, II. Frazier, lBinv 
Smith, J. A. 'I Oliver. \V. S. lhmn, Beacon- of the Brnviden e 
Baptist Church. Hartford, and their suceessois in office mobile 
by declared a Body corporate and Politic an 1 as such inn sue 
and he sued, plead and be impleaded before any Court of tbit 
Republic having competent jurisdiction.

Sic. 2. 'That said corporation shall be pvintit’.ed to acquire, 
possess and hold real and personal c.-tate by Bequest, donation 
or otherwise to the value cf Fifty thousand dollars, and Jo ail 
other acts and things done in similar b.odies corporate,

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January Lihil ln‘)*>.

Joint Resolution relieving Witnesses from approving end exeiii 
iing Bonds.

Wliereu it is unjust and often burdensome on poor persona 
who ate required to give Bail for their appe: rance at Com t to 
testify on behalf of tho State, and.

Whereas it ve'y often causes persons to withhold what they 
know rather than be put to i xpense aud thus justice is often de­
feated.

/7.. ve/b,".’ : it <• re,, /c-i y.y th-' £>■• / iiIl -.is, ' Rtprf i Pii.
fil'.s It tht ihpitlilh-■•! Llihii'i i't I.Cliill' t.'''’rtxxeiitlnid.

Si c. 1. That from and after the pus -t;,e of this joint l!>. olu- 
■ijowvwh< n< ver any p- r on or p ‘rsons are to be In hi i > appi ttv ■ > 
WitUe 8«. it .a ii? th. -he. t he :n . ;? - .1 . V , , -ifcsb.



Court, in have said bond executed, and snail receive from Gov­
ernment the sum of fifty cents for each bond executed.

Sec. 2. The (Sail Commissioner shall require no fee from 
witnesses or snob class of persons giving bail in tbe interest of 
the State ; but shall receive a fee of fifty cents from the Gov 
eminent for each bond appioved: No fee whatever shall lo 
paid bv witnesses. This joint Resolution however shall not ap­
ply to civil cases.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Janry. 19. 1899.

Joint Kesolution continuing the Liberian Rubber Syndicate for the 
f ill unexpired torm.

Whereas the term of the Rubber Syndicate has not been strict­
ly carried out bv the Concessionaires but for good reasons tho 
Government is desirous that the concession bo continued for the 
full unexpired term of years, and not cancelled :

Ticret'ore, it is resolved In/ the Semite und House of i'ris esej.ta- 
tives of the tl'wJfliv oj Liberia in l.eyisl'itme xxxaiddtd.

That, the concession granted by the Republic of Liberia in 
the year 1890 to certain parties giving them the sole right to col­
lect, gather, prepare and export caoutchouc, gum elastic, Jo Jia 
rubber and Guttaperch*, be and is fully ratified forlhe full rc 
niaining number ot years to the Liberal! Rubber Syndicate of 
London, or its assigns on condition that the said Rubber S', ndi 
tale or its assigns pay to tbe Consul General of the Republic of 
Liberia in London as shall be requited by the said Consul Gen 
eml before September 15th, 1899 the sum of three thousand 
pounds I ll 3.(100 ) sterling, in gold, in advance of royalties. 
Said sum lo be paid on the Loan of 1871.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Jany. 19. 18u9,

Joint ltesolution chartering tbe Robertsport Union Lodge No. 4403 
of dm C.. I’- O. of O. L.

It is resolved by the Semite unit House of lle/uesentytive.s o/the 
fienuldie of Liberia in l.eyislulure assembled.

That R- II. Munhall, P. N, I-’., L. 11. Huff, N. G , A. L 
Brisbane, V. G,, bi. Skinner. Advocate, A. R. Chriswick, W. !■’. 

<1. II. Marshall, 1*. S. and R. 1’’. < umpbeU hl S. ob errs el !h« 
Union Lodge of Robertsport No. 11(>3, and their succi.c:-.r ir; 
office ate hereby declared a body politic and corporate end us
such, may sue and bo sued, plead and be impieaded in lore any of 
tho courts of this Republic having competent jurisuiofiou.



I'he -aid ' rporation shall be permitted to acquire and posse ';! 
leal and personal (-tate. by bequest, donation, purchase Groth 
envise, and .shad bold prcpeity to tbe amount of three thousand 
dollars mid do ail other acts and things done in similar bodies 
corporate.

Any law tc the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January *23’ 1899.

Joint llcsolulion incorporating the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Clay Aslilftint, Montserrado County.

Jt ii t'llreil J// t/o Senate ami lhame of Hi/irem iitatiees uf the 
he/athlie di Liberia in Lei/islature asm-iiilijul.

Sec. 1. That Joseph E. Elark, Pastor, S. I). Richards, J. A. 
Houston, E. H. Johnson, It V. Richards, J. B. Burton and G. 
W. Parker, Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Clay- 
.shland, M ntserrado County, and their successors in oflice are 

hereby constituted a body corporate and politic by the name and 
style of •• the Methodist Episcopal Church of Clay Ashland,” 
with power to take, hold and possess any and all property real 
and pi.r.-ot.a! that may hereafter or shall be hereafter acquiiel by 
graut, purchase, giit or otherwise.

Ski . 2 That the said Corporation may sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded before any of the courts having competent ju­
risdiction and shall be allowed to acquire and hold real and per­
sonal property to the value of Twenty five thousaud dollars nnd 
shall do all other acts and things usually done in and by similar 
bodies corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Jany. 23. 1899.

Joint Resolution amending the Charter of the City of Monrovia.

It is rtsoleed by the Senate and Iloum of liepresentatices uf the 
Ibpubhe o/ Liberia in Letfitlature atstinbleil.

Sec. 1. That Sec. 3. ol the Charter of Monrovia after the 
word “County'’ shall read, “Justices of the Peace shall havo 
concurrent jurisdiction within tho said City, and shall ex­
ercise their ofiace therein. The Magistrates of the City shall, 

in rotation, sit daily in some place to be fixed by the Mav-
or.”

Sec. ^2. That the following clause be added to f-oction 39th. 
“The Corporation of Monrovia ‘•hall have the power to impose 
a poll tax of not more Ilian * 1 00 oi: each person living within 
the precincts of the corporation, but not owners of real estate, 
and to collect such tax and other taxes in gold, silver and cop­
per coin or Liberian currency. The said corporation shall also
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have the power beside the ordinary property tax, of levying spe­
cial taxes for street improvements, for lighting the streets, for 
sanitary and health purposes, for’corporation buildings, market!’ 
and school purposes, and to collect such taxes in gold, silver, cop. 
per or Liberian currency.

Sec. 3. Add to section 7th, ot the charier the following : 
‘•That whenever for any reason or by any overs gbt the <Jtc'iou 
provided for b> the charter cannot oe or have not lx .-n !• d the 
day appointed by law, the Mayor may order a ’per; ,1 e’ec. 
be held after a week’s notice given iu all places of public it 
by printed notice or outcry. This clause shall be held to eiv -e 
Mayor power to order a special election for councilor, o tor e 
year 1899. This Joint Resolution shall no,t go into (Tec •< il 
the 1st. of October 1899 Sec, 3rd, excepted.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Jany. 23. 1899.

{/fbiiiit Resolution nmonding an Act passed by the Legislature ap­
proved January 18. 1897, chartering the Enterprise Mining Company 
of Grand Basse County.

Whereas the Enterprise Mining Company of Grand Bassp 
County, having made researches and discoveries of valuablo 
minerals deposit of the mineral resources, a good capital is re­
quired, and whereas foreign capitalist may be induced to invest 
in the enterprise.

Therefore ; it A resolrnl In/ the Senate aii'l House of flepresentit- 
tires of the lie/nthlic of Liberia in Ln/islature assemble'!.

Sec. 1. That the Act chartering the Enterprise Mining Com­
pany be so amended as to read, “That the gra ntees are permit­
ted to carry on the said enterprise with the assistance cf 
capitalist foreign or Liberians.

Sec. 2. 'That section second of said Act he so jimenih d u- io 
read, That the Twenty five per centum to be paid by h :n. 
pany on the net proceeds shall be paid over to the Si ., i ry A 
the Treauuy iii Monrovia. An,I this Charter shall mJ. b a. 
ferablc to any Foreigner or Foreigners.

‘ Sec. 3. A general Manager shall he appoint .1 •. a. y ■: 
the Company who shall transmit to the company a, qua: t" !y im­
port of such transactions as lie maybe required to do by specie: 
agreement for conducting said company.

Sec. I. The pccial agreement lor conductt yg the company 
shall bo made in duplicates and a copy shall b deposit! J in the 
State Department. The operation of said Company shs b com­
mence in twelve months after the publication of this Join Hesc­
hl tion.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Jany. 23.*4R0!'fc-*'
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Joint I!.--.did i-.n 
l.il-PIISI H.

•«
Mil-n.iling the Act ol l^.'iS irgulutiiiR the luxe-, anil

It is h/ the Sftt'tit’ ti n / H'Disi in IS /•re.ientiitiren n! the /,V-
/•n'/lii f.ih t in iii I.'iimlatiii'i’ has. a.I>l' 'I.

Rr.c. I. Thu in proceeding to ih -esji real property, the per­
sons employed for t tie purpose bv Government, must personal­
ly view s ; para to pieces of land, declare its value, ascertain the 
number, anil natne of owner add whether under cultivation or in 
forest, tha va'u • of property shall tli-i. he declared.

Si.- g f ors-ii?s. Asylums aud S bool houses with the lands 
on wdrh th -y - •.tn I. shill mt be objects of tax iti in, but n'l 
other propylv shall hr taxed

Sec 1. Th- assessment with respect to poll tax-s shall al- 
w;v -- ’.he su .>•<•• of a s.-parat- report. No native citizens or 

■(. .- sli.i'd be subject tn payment of the p-dl tax in any town­
ship not hi- place of residence, who shill not have resided there
at least six in oaths before assessment an I collection.

Sec i Tiie S<cretary of the Treasury shall issue lo assess­
or. '' - net■ " instructions and prescribe the proper forms to 
h - .-niiriyoi by t -ir. in the d -.charge of their duty .

Any law : ) th.icjntr.iry notwithstanding.

■\ Joint less’..:io>i amending the Act of 189 s respecting tin 
shipment of l..tl, ain.r.-.

Wrier -a- m my e j uplaiuts h i ve h- n in t le to ‘hi < iovernm -nt 
of Liberia by native subjects. who go to the neighboring 
(.’olonl.-s co I,, i.iur ; with ra°pict to the exactions and robberies 
practiced upon them there, on the pretence that the money taken 
from them has been paid to the Liberian authorities; and 
whereas the (ii.-iio tribes of Maryland County, have pre-ented 
a petition to the Legidaturc nt iis present session, complain­
ing aud asking for in formation on tiie subject,

It is th' f, • ,,n,ir ,1 i,i/ the Senate anti H"it.<e nf L'tjiim ntuhi t ’ 
vj the li phfi' f l.iheri.i in l.eyi.sliiture assembled.

Si- -. 1, T.-. • - Sicrrtiry of the Treasury shall cause to be
in rt ■ !. in t he Shipping articles a clause to the effect Th tt 
era J. ■ -i- i >i!v charge labourers with the he of Two doll.r 
a oi if-. -■ o; . h mid they pay tint sum to th- Governm .-nt of 
Inner.a or snip .m ' ot the labourers, and th ty shall further stipu- 
la’e tint th > m lk > no other charg ■ against th wag- of th.- 
laii Hirers as in ;u>-r- d at time of shipment.

Sc- 2. Tii 'tipping agents a-, entitle! to chargo a fe of 
O.i. dollar aud twenty-live cents (or each boy for th • servic- 
of agem. proeur.ng and shipping hoys to applicant.--, this s un 
and otlnu pre-: u n .ry expenses not being the tax, it most he a 
greed, s' -.11 n h ■ charged to tho wages of the labourers hired.

Sc. In case the exactions complained of continue, the
I-'.xec-iti •Government is directed to procure the services of legal 
practitioners and to institute the necessary proceedings, for the 
1 r-itecUon of- objects of the Benubli*-going abroad to labour



1. The local authorities o( the liepublic, in ouch county; 
shall use their best on Lavors, to soi to it, tli it labourers co niug 
from interior districts retch their homes without molestation or 
robbery an I shall when required and the number of labourers 
'Tarrant it, send a guide with them to their home3.

Any law to tile contrary notwithstanding,

i

t
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ACTS
CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS AND THEIR PUNISH­

MENTS.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of liepresentaliics 0/ the 
Republic or Liberia, in Legislature assembled.

It is enacted that from and after the passage of thia Act, all 
crimes and misdemeanors committed in this Republic of which 
any person is found guilty upon due trial, or wiio in open Court 
upon arraignment shall ccnfes3 guilty commission of said crime 
or misdemeanor, shall be sentenced and punished as is herein­
after provided.

It is the sole intent of this Act to narfto or deflno, or both 
name ami define the various cri mes and misdaraeanora and to 
prescribe their appropriate punishment.

Nothing in this Act shall ho construed so aR to dopriro any 
person of the rights and privileges guaranteed to him by the 
laws of the land, common or statute, unless»^d*fforence shall 
appear between the sentence ami punishnfflfflin said law and 
this, Act when and whore in nil cases the provisions of this Act 
shall he the law of the land.

MURDER.

Murder is the killing of any person whatever, hy any per­
son of sound mind and discretion with malice aforethought, an I 
without legal excuse, and shall be punished with death by hang­
ing.

TREASON.

Treason shall he where any person shall levy war against 
the Republic in an overt manner, or who shall aid and give 
advice and comfort to it* enemies. All persons found guilty of 
this offence-shall ho punished byline not exceeding One thousand 
dollars and imprisonment not exceeding ton years. Where 
death has been inflicted by such traitor or traitors, they may b» 
punished by death or imprisonment lor life.

BURGLARY.

Burglary is the breaking and entering 1 dwelling Jioiisg by 
night with the intuit to commit a felony II. shall ba punishable 
with imprisonment, with hard labor, for a lei 111 not less than 
two uoi more than ton years in tho discretion of the Court, ac-
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cording to the felony, less than capital which may have been then 
and there committed.

ARSON.
frson is the wilfnl ami malicious burning of a d welling house. 

T^e punishment of the crime shall bo imprisonment with hard 
,hbor for a term not less than two nor more than ten years 
Where death results from arson., the person found guilty shall 
suffer death by hanging.

RAPE.
Rape is the having earoal knowledge of a woman by force and 

against her will. Any person found guilty of this offence shall 
suffer imprisonment for not more than ten years nor les? than 
two years, with hard labor.

MANSLAUGHTER.
Manslaughter is the unlawful killingof another witliont mal­

ice aforethought expressed or implied: it may be either volun­
tary or invohmtary. It shall 1>»- puuisbaUe with imprisonment 
with or without hard labor for a term not less than two nor 
more than twenty years.
ADMINISTERING POISON WITH INTENT TO DESTROY 

LIFE.
All persons convicted of administering poison with the intent 

to destroy life, shall suffer imprisonment with hard lalior for 
a term not exceeding ten nor less than two years in the discre­
tion of the Court according to the gravity of the offence, and the 
deleterious consequences.

ASSAULT AND BATTERY.

With a deadly weapon, or stabbing cutting or wounding 
with intent to do giijvious bodily barm.

All persons found guilty of actual and serious commission 
of asault and battery with deadly weapon, and cutting, stab­
bing or wounding, shall lie puuished by tine or imprisonment or 
both; the tine shall not exceed live hundred dollars, nor be 
less than fifty, amd tbc imprisonment not mow than two years 
nor less than six montlrs. Where the offence is cutting, stab­
bing or wounding with intent to murder, upon due conviction 
thereof the puniabmeut shall be imprisonment for not more 
than five nor less than three years. This section applies to cases 
where the cutting, stabbing or wounding is uctuuly committed 
anil intent deary shown.
ASSAULT AND BATTERY WITH INTENT TO COMMIT 

A FELONY. *



A
sign as with intent to kill, to rob, to ravish, to main or any 
other misdemeanor are included under this head, the punish­
ment shall bo line or imprisonment or both with or without 
hard labor.

Whore the crime was committed with intent to kill or ravish, 
the act or felony not accomplished, a tine of not more than 
Two hundred nor less than Kilty dollars, or unpiisonment of I 
not more than two years nor less than six months. There be- ' 
ing no bodily harm cot*.mitted in other cases enumerated or 
included above, the punishment shall he a tine of not loss 
than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars or impris- ! 
onment for not less than one nor more than six months.

ASSAULTING A PEACE OFFICER OR REVENUE OFFI­
CER AND RESISTING OR OBSTRUCTING LEGAL 

PROCESS.

The punishment shall be fine or imprisonment. The punish- i 
intuit shall not he les« than one month nor more than six. ■ j 
The fine where no deadly weapon was held io hand shall be h < 
not more than twenty five nor less than five dollars where no E 1 
bodily harm was done. Where any deadly weapon was held; 
in hand though without attempting to use it and without ac­
complishing any personal hurt not loss than twenty-five nor . 
more than one hundred dollars ; and in all cases whore a dead­
ly weapon was used,though without effecting noddy hurt, not 
less than fifty dollars. Where serious bodily harm was actu­
ally done by using such deadly weapon, tho punishment' 
shall he the same as in assault aud battery with intent to do 
grievious bodily harm.

ASSAULT AND BATTERY.
Common assault is an unlawful offer or attempt with force (. 

or violence to do a corporeal hurt to another, and shall bo pun-p 
ished with a fine of not less than five dollars nor more than! 
twenty five dollars.

The lorcgoing applies where no deadly weapon was used ; but 
where snob weapon was used and the intention unlaiyfully to 
do bodily hurt was only prevented by causes over which the 
assaulter had no control, as the wresting of the weapon from 1 
his hand by a bystander, the punishment shall be a fine not 
more than one hundred dollars nor less than lilty dollars, or 
imprisonment for a term not less than one month nor more 
than three mouths. Where assault is completed by a battery * 
the punishment may he double that provided above for more as- ' 
sault or iu proportion.

AFFRAY.
An affray is the fighting of two or more persons in some 

public place to the terror of the people, and the disturbance of (||
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ceeding fifty dollars ; or by imprisonment not exceeding three 
' months, whore no deadly weapons are used.’ or a fine not mere 
than one hundred and fifty dollars, or imprisonment uot more 
than six month" where deadly weapons are used, and no serious 
bodily harm done.

RIOT.
A riot is a tumultuous disturbance of the peace by three or 

more persons assembling together of their own autlioritv. with 
an intent mutually to assist one another against anv one who 
shall oppose them in the executing of some enterprise of a private 
nature and af erwards actually executing the same in a violent 
and turbulent manner, to the terror of the people, whether tbe 
act itself were lawful or unlawful.

The punishment shall be a fine not exceeding two hundred 
dollars; or imprisonment not exceeding six months. Rout and 
unlawful assombly shall be punished as in Riot in the discretion 
of the Court.

FALSE IMPRISONMENT.
False imprisonment is a forcible detention of the person ol 

another without legal authority and shall bo punished by fine 
not exceeding twohundred dollars in the discretion of the Court 
according to the gravity of the offence, or imprisonment not

i exceeding six months.

SLAVE TBADINO.
Any person who shall by force or deceit unlawfully carry off 

another without legal authority, and shall deliver such person 
into custody of another, who has no legal right to hold or da 
tain such person, shall be deemed guilty ol slave t'a ling and 
iliall upon conviction thereof be fined in a 611111 not ex­
ceeding five hundred dollars nor less than one baud red, or be 
imprisoned for a term not less than one year for each person 
so delivered.

AIDERS AND ABETTORS ; AND ACCESSORIES BE­
FORE TIIE FACT.

All persons actually present aiding anti abetting any crime 
or misdemeanor described in the code shall he amerced in a 
punishment not exceeding that inflicted upon the principal, nor 
less than one halt the sum or time of sentence imposed upon 
said principal in the discretion of the Court according to the 
degree of his activity or guilt.

All accessories before tbe fact shall suffer the same punish­
ment as the principals in the case.



crime or misdemeanor, am; all persons who .shall assent or agree 
to join in such attempts and the act is thereafter attempted by 
one or all such persons, all such persons, shall he deemed to ' 
have made the attempts, though some were absent at the time 
the attempt was alterwaid nude, and upon oonviction, be lined 
in a PHin not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisonment : 
for a term not longer than two years, in ease of felony ; or a ja 
tine not exceeding seventy live dollars in case of misdemeanor. I

AGE OK CONSENT.

Carnally knowing a girl under twelve years of age, shall 
be deemed rape, and shall bo punished in like manner as rape, 
and all attempts to carnally know such girl under twelve 
years of age, shall bo punished as an attempt to commit a felony, 
Such girl under twelve years of ago shall be deemed incapa- i 
blc of giving consent.

PERSONATING AN OFFICER.
Any one who shall be convioted of personating an officer of 

the law. and under cover shall do any act detrimental to any 
inhabitant, or extort money or other valuables from any person, - 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon due con- " 
viction thereof, shall bo mulcted in such damages as tho jury 
shall llud, which amount shall be paid over to the person in­
jured, anti in addition, shnll to fined in a sum not less than 
twenty five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars.

ESCAPE.

Any Sheriff, Jailor or other officers whose duty it is to have Jj 
tho custody and safe keeping of prisoners who by negligence 
or collusion, suffer such prisoner to escape, shall bo deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor ; upon due proof thereof, or when the 
negligence is apparent, the Court, may in a summary manner 
impose a tine not less than Twenty five dollars nor more than , 
two hundred dollars, in case less than felony.

In case of larceny where gross negligence, or collusion is ( 
proved, such officer shall upon indictment and conviction, be 
mulcted in a sum equal to tho value of the goods and chattels 1 
stolen, and in case of higher felony|he shall bo imprisoned for 
a term not exceding ten years.

FORGERY.
Forgery is the falsely making, or materially altering with . 

intent to defraud any writing, which if genuine might appar­
ently be of legal efficacy, or the foundation of a legal liability 
and any person guilty of this act shall be imprisoned for a term, 
not less tlisn six months nor more than five years, or pay at! 
fine not less than seventy five dollars nor more than three hun­
dred dollars and make restitution.



HOUSE breaking.
If any person shall breaknmti enter anv dwulliuc house in 

the day time, (which is here intended to include all that part 
ot the day not included in the word night as construed in 
burglary,, and steal theiein, he shall be deemed guilty of a lelony 
and sh ill he punished as in larceny, and in addition shall be 
lined in a sum not more than two bundreJ dollars.
BREAKING AND ENTERING A bllOP, STORE, WARE- 

HOUSE OR ANY HOUSE NOT A DWELLING HOUSE.

Any person convicted thereof shall be punished by a fine not 
more than two hundred dollars in addition to tho punishment 
for the crime or misdemeanor committed therein.

MALICIOUS INJURIES.

Any person who shall set tire to a house, outhouse, farm 
building, Church or Chapel, riotously begin to demolish any 
such building, destroy by gun powder or other explosive, 
deface such buildings, destroy or injure goods iu a store 
or warehouse with malicious intent or pull up or cut down 
coffee trees or scions, or other valuable or ornamental trees 
or plants belonging to another without his consent, or other, 
wise damage his property, remove or destroy hia bonndary 
mark, destroy or break hia fish traps or nets, shoot or in­
jure his livo stock without sufficient notice for their tress* 
passing, destroy or damage any bridge or causeway, shall 
beheld guilty of a ntisdemea ner, and upon conviction bo 
amerced in punitive damages to tbe amount of the injury 
inflicted which shall be paid over to the party injured, and 
in addition be fined in a sum not exceeding Two hundred 
dollars.

ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO KILL.
An assault with intent to kill is, where any person armed 

with a sufficiently deadly weapon, as a gun, pistol, sword 
knife, razor or other such dangerous weapon as a loaded 
cane, huge club, or other things, capable in the hand or 
hands of a strong mau to cause death by a blow or blows, 
or where a very strong person with sufficient strength in 
hands or limbs, or butting of the head, assualt another person 
very much inferior in strength or health, and liis action or 
language show clearly his intention to use such weapons or 
members of his body to kill the person assaulted, being 
restrained from tho actual commission of the deed not of 
his own accord, but by act of others or circumstances be­
yond his control.

Any person committing thia act shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction bhall be punished



by tmi' not less than one hundred dollars nor more than 
five hundred dollars, or imprisonment not excooding one 
year.

ASSAULT AND BATTERY IN CASE OE ACCIDENT.

Where an assault and battery has been committed and 
the party assulting or committing the injury, plead that 
it was done by accident, tho oxtw probatuli shall bo upon 
the defendant, his intent, to do the same or gross negligence 
shall bo presumed, and lie shall furnish sufficient evidence 
to convince tho jury of his innocence, or provo a reputa­
tion for poiiccablenes9 and humanity such as will negative 
the presumption of guilt, and if he fail to so exonerate 
himself and is convicted of having done the act with in­
tent so to do through gross negligence, he shall bo 
punished, in case tho intent stand proved in such manner 
as the said act done, is commanded to bo punished in the 
provisions of this Code; and where gross negligence is not 
disproved by the defendant, ho shall bo fined in tho sum 
not exceeding three hundred dollars in the discretion of tho 
court acoordiug to the degree of negligence or culpability.

l’ERJUKY.
Perjury is a corrupt, wilful false oath, taken in a judicial 

proceeding in regard to a matter or thing materia, to a 
point involved in the proceedings taken before some officer 
or court having authority to administer it. Proseocution shall 
he brought only in a court of Quarter Sessions and Com­
mon Pleas; and tried by record and jury

Any person found trinity cf this crime shall he imprisoned 
not less than Bix months nor more than ten years.

SUBORNATION OE PERJURY.
Subornation of Perjury is an oftenee in procuring a person 

to take a false oath amounting to perjury who actually takes 
■such oath.

Any person who shall unlawfully and corruptly procure any 
witness by any means whatsoever to commit any willui 
or corrupt perjury in any cause, matter or proceeding in or 
concerning which such witness shall be legally sworn and 
oxamined, shall be adjudged guilty of subornation of perjury 
and upon conviction shall suffer imprisonment not less than 
three months tier more than eighteen months, or pay a 
tine of net less than one hundred dollars ijor more than 
throe hundred dollars for each witness so suborned.

LARCENY.
1. Larceny is tho felonious taking, stealing and carrying a- 

way the iroods money or other personal property of any
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value of another unlawfully with tho intent feloniously to con­
vert them to his tho taker's own use and make them his 
property without tho consent of the owner. T he articles 
mentioned in the word “ personal” above; shall include “ Lar­
ceny of moveable property. ”

2. Petty Larceny is where the value of the property stolen 
is twenty (20) dollars or less.

3. Grand Larceny is where the value of tbe proiierty 
stolen is more than twenty (20) dollars.

4. In all cases of Petty Larceny where tiie defendant is ad­
judged guilty, two magistrates concurring, the said defend­
ant shall receive twenty strokes of the lasli on his hare 
back to be laid or. by the constable or otlicr persons dep­
utised by the magistrates, and shall be immediately released 
without further punishment, provided always that nothing 
heroin contained shall be construed to take away or dimin­
ish the defendant’s light ot appeal to the Court ot Quarter 
Sessions and Common Pleas.
. 5. In all cases of appeal where the law allows twenty four 
hours to give bond, tho defendant shall bo held to be in 
the custody of the Court through its ministerial officer, and 
although such officer may attend eaid defendant from place 
to place, to allow hun a chance to make hia bond ; yet 
the defendant shall not he allowed to go at large unattended 
until satisfactory bond be given ; otherwise siu h officer shall 
in case the defondant abscond, lie deemed guilty cf aiding 
ami abetting an escape and be punished accordingly.

6. Upon hearing aud review in the Quarterly Court, the 
Judge thereof shall hear the evidence for and against the 
prisoner, and affirm or reverse the judgement according lo 
the evidence. The defendant may have jury at his option.

7. Any person duly convicted of grand larceny, shall be 
sentenced to pay a fine not more nor less than two fold 
the value of the goods stolen and lie iff prisoned for not less 
than two months nor more than twelve months at hard labor.

8. Upon failure to pay the line imposed, the defendant 
shall be kept in prison at hard labor until such time as 
such line shall be liquidated, at six dollars a month.

9. In all eases where the fine is paid by the defendant, one 
half such fine shall be paid over to tho loser of the goods 
stolon, hut in no ease, where the fine cannot be collected 
the defendant having no property attachable, shall the Gov­
ernment be held to pay any sum to such loser.

30. Provided always, that whenever the stolen goods are re­
covered,- they shall be forthwith restored to the loser, without 
charge^ in that case nothing shall be paid to the loser.

Any law to ihs contrary notwithstanding.

RECEIVING STOLEN GOODS.

In all cases of larceny, a count may be insetted for receiv- 
ftg the said goods, knowing them to bv stolen, and the jury



may convict on either count, as they shall find, and the pun. 
ishtnent for receiving shall Bg the same as for larceny.

ROBBERY.

1. Robbery is the felonious and forcible taking from the 
person of another, goods or money to any value by violence, or 
putting him in fear.

2. The felonious and forcible taking of tho goods or money, 
or personal property of another in his presence hy violence, or 
putting him in fear, shall be deemed robbery.

3. Moveable property of whatever kind soever is hereby de. 
dared the subject of robbery, and included in the above words

goods, money or personal properly, ” including cattle or other 
livestock or fruits or growing crops.

4. All porsons who are convioted, or shall plead guilty to 
any indictment of robbery shall be imprisoned for a term not 
more than two years, or be flood not more than two hundred 
dollars after making equitable restitution. Accessories before 
the fact shall he punished as principals.

ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO ROB.

Any person found guilty of assault with intent to rob shall 
* suffer impri.-onmont for not more than six months, whore no 
' bodily injury resulted from the assault, or pay a line of not 
I less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars. 
h CHILD STEALING. .

Any person who shall by force or fraud, take, lead, decoy 
or entiee away any minor under the age of fifteen years, and 
forcibly or fraudulently detain the same, with intent to unlaw­
fully obtain the labor of such minor shall he adjudged guilty of 
child stealing, and shall suffer imprisonment not more than two 
yews, or be lined not more than livo hundred dollars.

LARCENY OF MOVEABLE PROPERTY.
A!1 moveable property including cattle and all other live­

stock as wr.ll as cats ami dogs, poultry and tamed birds or oth 
or animals and their product ; all growing crops not yet har­
vested, and fruit on cultivated trees or plants, scions of any 
kind in nursery beds, or transplanted vegetables or other gar­
den plants, fish in traps, bills of exchange or other writton 
securities for money, anil deeds, are hereby declared to bo tho 
subject of larceny, and any person feloniously taking, stealing and 
carrying away the same may be tried and convicted ns iu all 
other cases of larceny. The indictment in all cases may be of the 
same form.

EMBEZZLEMENT,
Embezzlement is the appropriation to one’s own use or bene­

fit of property op money entrusted to him by \ anof hor ; as
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where clerks, agents, common carriers, servants or public officer*
Treasurers or other officers of a society appropriate the money or 
propetv entrusted to them in the line or course of their dut.v-

If the taking is found to be felonious as in larceny and the 
jury so find, the punishment shall bo tire same as in larceny, 
otherwise the conviction shall be misdemeanor aud punishable 
with restoration of the value of the things taken and a tine of 
not less than twentyfive dollars nor more than two buudrid- 
aud imprisonment not exceeding twelve months.

OBTAINING MONEY BY FALSE PRETENCES.
False pretences are false representations and statement made 

with a fraudulent design to obtain money, goods, wares and 
merchandise with intent to cheat.

A representation of some fact or circumstance aileagod to be 
existing calculated to mislead which is not true, or does not 
exist with intent to cheat or defraud.

The punishment of all persons convicted of this off mee shall 
be a fine not exceding two fold tbe amount thus fraudulently 
obtained, nor less than twenty-five dollars in all cases where 
tbe amount obtained is less than twenty-five dollars, or impris- 
onment with or without hard labor, for a term not exupoding 
two years. Restitution shall be made wbeu fiue is collected. 

RECEIVING GOODS OBTAINED BY FALSE PRETENCE.

Wherever any person shall receive ami cloak or conceal any 
goods obtained by false pretence knowing them to be so obtain­
ed, lie shall be deemed equally guilty with him who obtained 
them by pretence, aod altall receive tbe same punishment.

SMUGGLING.
1. Smuggling is hereby declared to be the bringing into this 

Republic,or the carrying ont of it merchandise which is lawful­
ly forbidden,

2. The importation of dutiable merchandise not properly or 
truthfully invoiced with intent to evado the payment of logal 
duties.

3. The purchasing on board steamers of merchandise, and 
bringing it on shore without reporting the same to the rev­
enue officers onshoie with intent to evade the payment of le­
gal duties,

4. The landing of steamer purchased merchandise by night 
or at a place or wharf r.ot legally designated with intent to 
evade tlio i»yment of legal duties.

5. The surreptitiously landing any merchandise by night 
or at a wharf not legally designated, whether such goods are 
invoiced or not without the knowledge or consent of the reven- 
bo officers, amt with the'intent to evade the paymeut of duties

6. Merchants desiring to land merchandise' after 6 o’clock



-qi> m. must, give notice to the Wharfinger in due time, w&4^ 
e'.iall himself or by proxy remain at his office and oversee the 
landing of such merchandise and receive from Government ex­
tra allowance to lx, tixed by the Secretary of Treasury, which 
amount shall bo paid to Government by tiie merchant so land­
ing.

J. Any person found guilty of smuggling according to this 
aot, shall be puuished by forfeiture of the goods seized, and 
pay the cost of the Admiralty court.

And when the merchandise is not seized or competently 
proved to have been lauded, th? person so offending shall forfeit 
the assessed value of said merchandise, pay the estimated duty 
and the cost of court.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.
EXTORTION.

Extortion is the unlawful or violent wringing or wresting of 
money or money’s worth from any one ; a taking more than is 
due or before it is due under color of some right or office ; or de­
manding and taking more fee than the law allows.

All persons found guilty of extortion shall be required to make 
equitable restitution and shall pay in addition a fine of fifty dol­
lars.

All indictments for extortion shall be commenced within one 
year of the time of the commission of the act,

BLACKMAILING.
Accusing, threatening to accuse or menacing, with intent to 

extort money or anything of value from another, shall be a 
misdemeanor to be described as “Blackmailing.” Any person 
convicted of blackmailing shall bo fined not less than twenty 
five dollars nor moro than one hundred dollar’s for each oflence. 
And in all eases when money or other valuables were actually 
extorted, the person convicted shall he required to make equita­
ble restitution in addition to the fine in this article.

abortion.
Any woman married or single who shall be found guilty of I 

tho crime of abortion, by procuring or taking any poison or ) 
other noxious thing, or any person who shall procure and ad­
minister any such poison or noxious drug or any thing to any 
woman, thereby causing abortion, shall bo deemed guilty of 
felony, and upon conviction thereof shall be imprisoned for n 
term not exceeding three years. All accessories before the fact | 
shall bo punished as principals.

CONCEALING TIIE BIRTH OR DEATH OF A CHILD.
Whenever any woman having given birth to a child, shnll by 

any means endeavor to concoal the fact of the birth of sue •



child hy secret! v burying or otherwise secretly disposing of it 
shall be adjudged jgt.ilry of felony and upon conviction thereof 
shall he imprisoned for a term not exceeding three years.

BIGAMY.

1. Bigamy shall be when any person now married or who 
shall be hereafter married, takes to hint or herself another hits- 
hand or wife while his or her former wife or husband is still 
living, and from whom no divorce has been granted by any 
court of competent jurisdiction.

2. When the former husband or wife has been voluntarily 
absetit. or not known to be living for a term of five years, and 
has been unheard of by the party marrying again, no prosecit • 
lion for bigamy shall be brought against him or her.

3. This Aet applies only ,'.o the civilized inhabitants of Li­
beria, admitted to exercise tbc functions ot citizenship ipio allu­
sion being here made to the uncivilized aborigines.

4. The indictment may he found in any County where the 
person resides or is apprehended, and shall ha tried hy jury- 
in the Court of Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas.

5. The punishment shall be imprisonment for not more than 
one year or a tine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

The judgement shall declare them separated. The first wife is 
the lawful wife.

Iu Indictment for bigamy either of the parties, the former 
husband or wife, the second husband or wife together with the 
necessary documentary evidence, shall be a competent witness 
for or against the I^efendant, But no oral testimony of itself 
shall be sufficient to convict of bigamy.

FORNICATION AND ADULTERY.
Wherever any adult male and female porsons, who are not 

married to each other shall live and cohabit together in a no- 
toiious manner, whether either party be, or he not married to 
some other person, the person so offending against public decen­
cy, shall be deemed guilty of fornication and tulultoy, and upon 
conviction shall be tilled in a sum not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, or imprisonment for a term not more than three months.

SEDUCTION.
1, Any man who shall under promise of marriage seduce and 

have illicit connection with an unmarried woman of previous 
chaste character, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction shall be imprisoned lor a term not exceeding 
twelve calendar months in the County jail.

2. Provided that a subsequent marriage of tbs parlies may 
be pleaded in bar of the action.

INDECENT ASSAULT

Wherever any man shall take indecent liberties with any fo.



hi ih' against her will, su li not tending to violate in i modesty 
or chastity, he shall be deemed guiliy of an indecent a:•anil, 
und upon conviction, shall he punished in a line not exceeding 
one hundred dollars or imprisonment not cxeeuding three 
months.

PROCURING DEFILEMENT OF GIRLS.
\\ herever any person shall by any means whatever, induce, 

persuade or procure any girl under the age of eighteen years 
to have illicit carnal knowledge of, or connection with any man 
such person ao procuring shall lie deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor, and noon conviction shall be fined in a sum net ex 
cccding tvo hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not ex­
ceeding twelve months m the Couuty jail.

ABANDONMENT.

When any person or guardian, or other person having 'the 
Care or custody of children or aged and infirm dependents 
shall wilfully refuse Or neglect to provide food and clothing 
according to their ability or the case requires, such person 
shall he held guilty of a misdemeanor.

2. In all cases of abandonment described in ibis article, up­
on conviction such person shall be required to make suitable pro­
vision for such child, children, dependent ef wife, and in tho dis­
cretion of the Court may bo required to give bond to this effect 
aud iu addition may be fined in such case in the sum not ex­
ceeding two hundred dollars or be imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding three months upon failing to comply with said order 
of thu Court.

SPREADING INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Wherever any person is infected with small pox or other 
infectious disease, he or she shall upon the order of any judge, 
justice of the peace or Mayor of a Corporation, bo required 
to remain in some isolated building until fully restored to 
health. Wbeu such person is unable to provide means of sup­
port and proper medical attention such support and attention 
shall bo provided at the expense of the settlement or township.

2. When such persons shall go abroad along the highway, 
or near inhabited house, or when any person not infected 
shall visit such infected house tho fact of such infection being 
generally known, or notice having been publicly posted, with 
intent to spread infectious disease, ho or she shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction, shall bo fined 
in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars or imprisoned for 
a term not exceeding three months.

3. When upon trial it is found that the person visiting 
an infected house had been informed of the fact, the intent 
to spread infectious disease is presumed.
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4. Provided that nothing herein contained skill apply trt 
Physicians attending such patients, or to nurses or other 
persons, who upon visiting such infected liou»e, shall remain 
therein isolated until such patients are restored to health, 
and tho premises disinfected, or to such person who first 
learning the existence of such disease, goes ubroad to notify 
the authorities.

.SELLING UNWHOLESOME FOOD.
All persons are hereby forbidden to sell to any native, cr 

to any other person whatsoever the carcass of any animal 
that has died a natural death.

All persous are hereby forbidden to kill anil offer for sale 
tho flesh of any animal suffering from any disease.

Any person offending against this act, shall upon convic­
tion pay a fine equal to twice the amount such animal would 
be worth if in a live or healthy state, the amount to be de­
termined by tho Justice trying the case, or in default of such 
payment, shall be imprisoned for a term not mure than 
twenty days*

ACWDfiroif HVMIGIDK, OK SHOOTING CUTTING
OK WOUNDING.

In all cases cf accidental homicide, or shooting where there 
is no evidence lending to i»rove the allegation of murder, 
manslaughter or justifiable homicide, but that the act was 
palely accidental, it shall be eucumbent upon the defendant 
to prove that he was engaged in a lawful act; that he was 
exercising due precaution ; that he wai} never known to have 
committed the same or similar act before, and must prove 
by competent witnessess a a good character for carefulness in 
handling weapons, ami that he has a proper abhorrence of 
shedding human blood.

•i. Where the person committing tho homicide is out hunt 
ing with tiie arms, and shoots at an object which he does 
not see, or where he sees the object ar.d shoots it, and it 
proves to be a human being, gross negligence shall be pre­
sumed, and the defendant so offending shall be Imprisoned 
for a term no*, less than three mouths nor more tlian twelve 
months, or pay a fine not less than twenty five nor more 
than two hundred dollurs.

3. Aliy such person failing to comply with the provision 
ot section one (•) of this act shall suffer the penalty pre 
scribed in Soc. (2) two of this act,

4. Where any persons are engaged io friendly combat, or 
playing with gun pistol, kuife, razor or other dangerou# 
weapon, and one of them shall cut or seriously injure or kill 
the other, or where any person of the years ot accountability 
shall aim and fire any gun or pistol at another, and sail
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other persons is thereby shot or Wounded, tho person so shoot­
ing, not knowing the gun or pistol to be loaded, shall be deem­
ed guilty ot gross carelessness ; and upon conviction or confes 
sion shall bo punished as provided m section (2) of this act

5. Providod that nothing in this act shall bo construed, 
to apply to any ease, where tho evidence discloses any ground 
to prosume any degree ot criminal intent.

DEFRAUDING AND CHEATING.

When a person by deceitful practices defrauds, or attemp's 
to defraud another knowingly, wilfully and deceitfully, by some 
artful device or false device, or act of writing, contrary to 
tho plain rules of common honesty, as by causing an illiter­
ate person to execute a deed or sign au obligation to Ids 
prejudice, by reading it over to him in words other than 
those in which it is written, suppressing a will

2, Or where a, person MUWWillg VimShH 10 be agent 
for some company, firm or person residing abroad with intent 
to defraud, and wilfully and deceit fully defrauds another out 
of his rights, property, money or produce, by di awing anl 
giving in exchange therefor a draft payable by his principal 
or some company, firm or bank or business house abroad 
knowing at the time that he has no balance in tho hands 
of such company, firm, bank or business bouse, and that 

/ said draft or bill ol exchange will not ho paid when pre­
sented, such person so offending against the plain rules of 

\ honesty shall be doomed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
' conviction thereof shall he imprisoned in the common jail for 

a term not exceeding six months, nor less than one month, or 
pay a fine uot less than twenty livo nor more than one 
hundred dollars, in addition to making full, exact and entire 
restitution to tho party injured of the amount thus defrauded.

Ail crimes and misdemeanors not herein treated of, shall be 
dealt with according to the law as heretofore existing aud
practiced.

PROCEDURE.
The procedure, pleading and practice in the courts of this 

Rep.l blie, shall be m accordance with tho principles of com­
mon law ol England and tbe United States of America, not 
inconsistent with the Constitution and Statute Laws of Liberia 
as heretofore practiced in this Republic, subject to the liual 
approval of the Supreme Court of this Republic, until such 
time as thia Government shall by statute make a national Code 
of Procedure.

INFAMOUS AN1) HEINOUS CRIMES.
Any person or persons who shall be convicted of committing 

the following crimes are hereby disfranchised, viz:
Murder, Treason, Burglary, Arson, Rape, Administering 

poison with intent to destroy life, Slave Trading, Forgery,



House breaking, Assault willi intent to kill, Perjury, Larceny, 
Receiving stolen goods, Robbery, Child stealing, Embezzle­
ment, Obtaining money under false pretence.

Approved January 21. 1900.

Joint Resolution incorporating the M. E. Church nt Central Bu­
chanan, Grand Bassa County, Republic of Liberia.

It ii resolved hy the Senate and Ilntui nt Representatives of the 
lie/mb/ie nt Liberia in Leytslatwc assembled.

Sec. 1. That John T. Carney, Pastor, John H. Porter, 
Samuel Horace, Henry Smith and W. H. Key land, Trustees 
of the M E. Church, Central Buchanan, Grand Bassa Coun­
ty ami their successors in office, arc hereby declared a body 
corporate and politic by tho name and style of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Central Buchanan, Grand ltassa County, 
with power to take, hold and possess any and all property, 
real and personal, that may he acquired by grant, purchase, 
gift or otherwise.

Sec. 2. That the said corporation may suo and he sued, 
plead and be impleaded before any of the courts having com­
petent jurisdiction, and shall he allowed to acquire and hold 
real and personal property to the value of twenty thousand 
dollars ; and shall do all other acts ami things usually done in 
and by similar bodies corporate.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding :
Approved January 5th. 1900,

Joint Resolution incorporating tho XI. E. Church in Bcxly, Grand 
Bassa County, Republic ol Liberia,

It is n’ i.h-iJ by the Senate and Houk of Representatives of the 
lie/iubln ot Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That A. Morgan, Pastor; Spencer Parker, Vanker 
Griece and T. W. Carter, Trustees of tho M. E. Church ot 
1 • xley, County of Grand Bassa, Republic of Liberia, together 
with oiliers and their successors in office, arc hereby constitu­
ted a body politic and corporate by the name and style of M. 
E. Church Bexley, Grand Bassa County, with power to hold 
real and personal estate to the value of Twenty live fhonsand 
dollars f$»25.000) that may be acquired by purchase bequest, 
gift or otherwise ’

Sec, 2. 1 lie said corporation shall have jtowor to suo, and
be sued, plead and be impleaded before any of the Courts of this 
Republic having competent juiisdiction, and shall have the 
privilege to do all other things done by similar bodies corporate.

Any law to th*1 contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 5, 1900.
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Joint Resolution incorporating the M. E. Church a t Lower Buchan­

an, Grand Bassa County.

tt in resolved by the Senate awl House oj Representatives of the 
Lepublic or Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. D. M. Herron, Pastor; J. S. Montgomery, W. II. 
Strong and E Harrison, Trustees of the M. E. Church at 
Lower Buchanan and their successors in office are hereby de­
clared a body corporate and politic aud as such, may sue and 
be sued, plead and be impleaded before any of the courts of this 
Bepublie having competent jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall be jMjrmittcd to acquire, 
possess and hold real and personal estate by bequest, donation 

x,r otherwise to the value of Twenty thousand dollars ($ 20.000) 
and do all other acts done by similar bodies corporate

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 5, lOoO.

An Act revoking the Charter ol Ilarpor in Maryland County.

Whereas the corporation of tho City of Harper, in the Coun­
ty of Maryland, has failed to meet the ends for which it was in­
tended, and instead of relieving the citizens it has become op 
prossivo by taxation and laws incompatible with the laws of 
this liepublic, notwithstanding the constant remonstrances, 
memorials and petitions ol tho citizens for relief,

Therefore it is enacted by the Senate tint House of Hepresentatives 
jof the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Bec. 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
this act, .the Charter incorporating the City of Harper, be, and 
is hereby revoked and declared null and void ns completely us 
though no such charter ever existed.

Site. 2. The Mayor and City clerk aro hereby allowed sixty 
davs to pay off and complete all unfinished business upper 
tai'ning to tlio said corporation. After the expiration of the 
said sixty-days the Mayor shall pay over to the Sub-Treasu­
rer of Maiylaud County all surplus moneys, if any there he, to 
lie held subject to order under the law regulating town ami 
villages, and see that the City clerk transmit to the State lie 
jiartnient all the books contauiiug records aud tiaiisactioiis of 
the said corporation of the City of Harper.

All laws to the coninrry notwithstanding.
Approved January 6, 11(00.

Joint Resolution regulating the Mileage and Laydays of the otlieers 
and employees of the National Legislature.



Whereas the Secretary of the Senate, Chief Clerk of the 
House, Chaplains, Clerks, Sergeant at arms and Messengers 
of each branch of the National l egislature, receive no citation 
to meet the Legislature ; and whereas it has become necessa­
ry to positively define when Mileage and Lay Pajs should 
commence in the ease of the officers and employees of the 
National Legislature,

Therefore, it is resolved bo the Senate mid lions, of JiCpresi n 
tatives of the Itepuolic of Liberia in J.eli.lature assembled.

Sec. 1 That from and after the passage of this Joint Res­
olution all persons who shall come to seek office, shall come 
at their own risk, and shall not receive any Mileage or Lay- 
days for coming to Monrovia, but the officers anil employees 
so elected hy ballot shall receive the>r Mileage and Laydays 
on their return home the first session, also to and from the 
next session.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding 
Approved January 5. 1900.

Joint Resolution authorising the removal of Judge C. 11. Reeves 
of Grand Basaa Count}-.

Whereas the'eitizena of Grand Bassa County have exercised 
their constitutional rights and privileges, and have petitioned 
the President of the Republic of Liberia to remove lion. C. B. 
Reeves, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and Quartsr Ses­
sions, inconsequence of certain chnrgos set forth in said peti­
tion, which charges in their nature are very grave ; and where 
as the wishes of the people should at all times be respected, in 
order to perpetuate peace and happiness throughout this Repub­
lic; and whereas the President was under the necessity of sus­
pending the said C. B. Reeves from the said office of Judge, 
and supplying his place with another,

Therefore it is resolved bi, the Senate and lloax, of Heoresen- 
tatiees of the Republic of .Liberia in L yistature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the President bo, and he is heiebv authorized 
and directed to remove the said C. B. Reeves, Judge as afore­
said and supply his place permanently with the present incum­
bent, or any other that, he eball be pleased to appoint.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 12th, 1900.

Joint Resolution restoring Henry Brown and Mary Brown, both 
of the County of Montserrado, to all the rights and privileges of civ 
izeustiip.
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ll is resolve I by the Senate and House nf ll.prese.ttatires of the 

liepublic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Joint Iie<- 
» olulion. Henry Brown and Mary Brown of Montserrado County
, li'1, aud they are hereby restored to all the rights, privileges

and immunities of other good citizens of t> is Itepublic
Any law to the contrarv notwithstanding. |

Approved January 12th, 1900

Joint Resolution reimbursing J. T. Gibson, of the County of Mm v- ,
land. ' • I

Whereas the raid J. T. Gibson of the County of Maryland 
had in bis possession, Government Audited Bills to the 
amount of one hundred and sixty five dollars ($ 1G5.O0; at the 
time that, a registration of all Government claims was ordered 
by an Act of the Legislature, and whereas tho said J. T. Gibson 
of the County of Maryland had misplaced the said “ Audited 
Hills,” forwarded with the petition, praying the Legislature to 
make good the claims:

It it re.s deal by the Senate and House of Hepie.tenta tires if the 
Iicpubhe of Liberia in Leyislutme assembled.

Sf.c. 1. That the Superintendent of the County of Mt,rv 
land be,, and he is hereby authorized to register the hills ol .1.
T. Gibson of the County of Maryland, to the amount of

1G6.C0) one hundred and sixtv-five dollars.
Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved January 12th, 1900.

Joint Resolution granting three hundred norns of band in tiie set 
tlemeut of Royesville to the Board of Foreign Missions of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United Htates of America for 
Mission and Educational purposes.

Whereas the hoard of Foreign Mission of the A. II. E. 
Church of flu; United States of America has by C. J. Lawton 
pastor of the Eliza Turner Church of Monrovia, petitioned the 
Legislature, for a grant of throe hundred acres of land in the 
set,lenient of Royesville in the County of Montserrado for Mission 

f and Educational purposes, and, whereas, it is the desire of the 
\ Legislature to encourage Christianity and Education and to do
/ till in their power to promote the same.
a

I herefore it is resolved by the Senate and t louse of Jlepresenta- 
tirci of the de public of Liberia in Jdiyislature assembled

Bkc. i. That from and immediately after the passage of this
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Joint, Resolutio: tho number of three hundred acres of land is 
hereby granted to the board of Foreign Missions of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the Fuitcd States of America {,< 
Mission and Educational purposes out of any public land in t: 
settlement of lioyosville and next adjoirning a hundred an 
block of land already owned by said board, iu tho said gettl- 
ment ot Royesvilk*.

Sec. 2. It is f irther resolved that the President be, and h. 
is hereby authorized and directed to cause the proper officer to 
legally convey the said land to the said board for the purpose 
of Mission and Educational work as aforesaid under the laws 
ot this Republic, governing the same.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 12th, IkOO.

Joint Resolution granting the citizens of Robot tsport aid to clear 
out tho Marpha river ar.d Coahtuah crock from the Lake section to 
the Golah section.

It is resolved by the, Senate and House uf Representatives uf the 
Republic ur Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the sum of ($ 400.00) four hundred dollars be, 
and th<“ same is hereby appropriated to aid the citizens of 
Robertsport in cleaning out the Marpha River and the Coahtuah 
creek, Moutserrado County.

L Sec. 2. And the Secretary of the Treasury be, and lie is 
hereby authorized to draw for tho same under warrant of the 
President out of any money in the Public Treasury not other 
wise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 12th, 1000.

Joint Resolution restoring James Gotland of the County of Mont 
serrdo who was convicted for Larceny in the year lSHU to eitiaenship.

It is resolve I by the Senate and House of Representatives uf the 
Kt public uf Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this 
Joint resolution, James (Jutland of the County of Montserra- 
do is hereby restored to all the rights and privileges of a citi— 
zeu of this Republic.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding 
Approved January 12th, 1900.

Joint Resolution restoring William Coleman of Mentserrsdo Conn 
l.v, Republic of Liberia, to the rigbu and privileges of citizenship.



ll is risnh'il (iif the Semite ami f/ouxe .if Kei>iei-eiilatiies ol the 
Ihl'Ublte ul Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Skc. 1. That from and after tho passage of this resolution. 
William Coleman of tho County ol Montserrado, he, and he 
is hereby restored to all tbe rights, privileges, and immunities 
granted to all other good citizens of this Itepublic.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 12th, 1900.

Joint ltesolution incorporating tho Russell Memorial Lodge Num­
ber 4451 tmuid United Order of Odd Fellows ef the County of 
Montserrado.

ll w revolted by the1 Senate and House of HefiresentatiefS nf 
the /{efiuMie of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1 That J, A. ltailey, Past Noble Father, I). L. 
Minor, Noble Father, B. V. R. Melville, Noble Grand, A. 
1). Williams, Advocate, R. H. Kennedy, Chaplain, I'. C, 
Parker, Permanent Secretary, T. G. Fuller, Elective Secretary, 
R. II. Hill, Treasurer, F. J. Ilooko, Guardian, D. L. Cephas, 
Warden, aud othor members and officers of said Russell Me­
morial Lodge Number 4451, United Order of Odd Follows ef 
Monrovia, and such others as may he hereafter connected 
with them, bo, and they aro hereby constituted and declared 
a body politic and corporate undor the name and stylo ot 
the Russell Memorial Lodge Number 4451, Grand United 
Order of Odd Follows, Monrovia of the Republic of Liberia 
and shall be capable in law to receive, hold and enjoy real 
and personal estate to the amount of Five Thousand Dollars 
for the U3e and benefit of said institution, and shall havo 
perpetual succession of officers and members, and as guuh may 
sue, and be sued, plead and be impleaded, before any Court 
ot this Republic having competent jurisdiction.

Skc. 2 it is further resolved that the said Lodge is per­
mitted to do all other matters and things done in similar 
bodies under the jurisdiction of tho Russell Memorial Lodge 
Number 4451 Monrovia.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 12 1900.

Joint Resolution Reimbursing C. O. Toning.

Whereas, C. O. Tuning has petitioned the Legislature to 
reimburse him for two War certificates amounting to Forty 
five acres of bounty land which were lost by the late. Presi­
dent J. J. Cheesenian, and, whereas it has been made to 
appear in tho said petition, that the said certificates were



forwarded to the President in pursuance of a Joint Kcsohition 
calling in all War crrtiiichlc* now in circulation wuhiu this 
Republic approved January 3rd 1R95, ami, Whereas, the Act 
of the Government shou'd prejudice no mail;

Thr.refure, it in llenolted by the Senate, and 11aune ot /cyi- 
rvncntatiVen of the Republic of Lilotiii in l.ejuhiture a.,madded.

Sec. 1 That the President he, and be is hereby authorized to 
grant unto tho said C. O. Tuning Forty live acres of boun­
ty land, out of any puhlio land uot otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwilhstan ling.
Approved January 12, 19ov.

A further Act respecting the Collection of Customs.

Whereas it clearly appears that the Government loses an­
nually largo sums ol n.oney through the manner in which 
tho Customs are collected at the dilferent l’< rts of Entry < f 
this llepublift, and whereas it is imperatively necessary that a 
better system be put on foot, therefore.

r it in emjeted liy the Senate, and Hoimc <>t lieprencntaticcn of 
\tlii Republic of Liberia in Leyinluture atnembjed.

i Hec 1, That from tho first day of April l9l>0, all persons 
importing or landing goods iu tho Ports of Entry must do 
so into designated Custom’ sheds, or Warehouses, where 
they will be retained until entry is passed, and the proper duty 
paid.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that the Secretary of tho 
Treasury snail prepare, and issue the necessary forms and reg­
ulations.

Sec. 8. It is further enacted that responsible firms may 
lor the present have private Warehouses, but access thereto 
cannot he had unless with and under permission of Collectors of 
Customs who shull always have a key.

, Sec. 1. It is further enacted that all boats coming into, 
cor going out of any Port of Entry, must go to the Customs 
(wharf for inspection uador a penalty of one hundred dollars.

Sec. 5. Jt is further enacted that Collectors inav have any 
case, package, or cask, of any kind opened and an account 
takeu of the articles, when contents arc not specifically described 
io such a manner that the duty can he easily assessed, or where 
they have reason to believe that the iin[»orter intends to evade 
the payment of the proper duty.

Sue. (i It is further enacted that all goods deposited in 
a public Bonded Warehouse, shall pay storage from the fit- 
teenth (15) day after being placed therein.

rise. 7. It is further eiiactef UnT Collectors of Custo aa



must transact their business in 'tlio Warehouse, or as near 
thereto as possible: in order to have general oversight of mat­
ters eonnectoil therewith. The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
put the present Act into force in tho different counties as 
fast as the necessary arrangements can be made, lie shall 
give notice of its going into force at each port as fast as ar­
rangements are completed.

Any law, or parts of laws conflicting with tho provisions 
of this Act,, be and the saulo is and aro hereby repealed.

Approved February 1, 1900.
—— —***« SO* --- --- ■

Joint Resolution removing, .Tas. K. P, Greene Judge ot the Month­
ly and Probate Court of Sinoe County.

Whereas Jas. K. 1’. Greene, Judge of the Monthly and 
Probate Court of Sinoe County, has caused a great scandul 
upon the Judiciary of Sinoe County, and, whereas ho has 
been guilty of gross, and unbecoming conduct as a Judge, 
to us known, and, whereas this Legislature is not desirous 
of impeaching the said Judge, Jas. Ii. 1’. Greene;

Therefore it is rexolred b</ the Senate, and 1 louse of Pcpresen- 
iatires nf the Republic of Liberia in Ltyisldture assembled;

Sec. 1. That from and immediately after tho passage of 
this Joint Resolution, tho President is hereby authorized and 
directed to remove Jas. li. P. Greene, Judge of the Monthly 
amt Probate Court, of Sinoe County, and appoint another in 
his stead.

Any law to the contrary, notwithstanding.
Approved January I8th 1900.

Joint Resolution incorporating the M. E. Church of Bullock town 
Grand Bassa County.

It is lesolvcd b'i the Senate aud House oj Representatives <>t 
the Republic af Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Skc. 1. That .Tames T. Williams, Pastor, II. M. Adams, 
J. II. Williams, Joe. Preston, Spencer Moore, George Preston 
and John Toliver, Stewards, all of the settlement ot Bullock 
town, Grand Bassa County and Republic of Liberia and their 
successors in office together with such as arc now aud may 
hereafter become members, arc hereby constituted a body 
corporate and politic, by the name of the M. It. Church 
of Bullock town, with power to take, hold, aud possess prop­
erty, real and personal, with full power to sell and convey 
the same : subject to the provisions of this Resolution.

Sec. 2. That the said corporation shall be granted the
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privilege to sue and lie rued; plead and be impleaded be­
fore any of the courts of tliia Republic Laving lawful juri.i 
diction, and shall be allowed to acquire and held real and 
personal estate, to the amount of fifteen thousand dollars 
P? 16000.00) and do all things usually done by such bodies 
corporate nnd politic.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 28, 1000.

An Act authorizing the Secretary of State or the Attorney General 
to examine and review the manuscripts of Josiah 1'. Ail::: purpor­
ting to bo the History of Liberia.

\\ hereas it is the policy of Government, fo encourage it. 
citi/.ens iu every landable enterprise, and.

Whereas it appears from a jietition from one Josiah I’. 
Artis, a citizen ot this Kopublic that ho has prepared a 
History of Liberia, from the founding of the Republic, to 
the year 1899.

Therefore i[ it enacted by the Senate an I llouxrof Ih/iri^entatirn 
of the Kt/mbHc o' Liberia in Leyitdjtui • ass.inbbel.

Sec. 1 That the Secretary of Slate, or the Attorney Gen­
eral, is hereby authorized to examine and review the man­
uscripts prepared by Josiah P. Artis, purporting to be the 
History of Liberia and report the 3ume to tho annuul session 
of the Legislature.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 28, 1900.

Joint Resolution reimbursing Gilbert Leans of Montserrat’o County.

Whereas the said Gilbert Deans of the County of Montser- 
rado, has petitioned to the Legislature, that lie bad in the 
month of April, 1896, a certain amount of goods come, out re­
cently after bis immigration in Monrovia, Liberia, and, through 
Hie miscarriage of the Government the said petitioner’s goods 
were lost, and, whereas the Legislature belieto that the pe 
tixiouer has sustained loss thereby.

Therefore, it iff resolved by the Senate and lions,- of Le/at>-:i 
tatives of the Jicpubiic of Liberia in Leyislaturc uf cnMed.

Sec. 1. That the sum of one hundred and eighty dollars 
(*180,00) be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the 
said Gilbert Deans and the President be, and he is hereby 
authorized to draw for the same, out ot any money not other­
wise appropriated.
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Seo. j’,. It is further resolved that tho President ho em- 
.powerod to instruct the Attorney General to exhaust all means 
to ascertain the truthfulness of the claims laid by tho said 
Gilbert Deans and endorsed by Eobt. T. Sherman, former 
immigrant Agent; and if he finds that tho loss was an actual 
loss, and can by traced to the carelessness of the said 
Eobt. T. Sherman, that he be authorized to institute legal 
piocoedings against him at once, for tho recovery of tho prop­
erty and money as endorsed by him.

Any law to the contrary, notwithstanding.
Approved January 23, 1900.

Joint Resolution restoring E. M. Johnson of the County of Mont- 
eerrado to Military franchise.

ft >.i rexolved Zu/ the Senate ami lloUee of llcprrttentativm of the 
Ilepuldic ot Liberia in l.e/islature assendled.

Sec* 1. That from and immediately after tho passage of 
this Joint Resolution, Edward M. Johnson of tho County of 
Montserrado is restored to military franchise ns any other ci­
tizen of this Itepublic.

Any law to tho contaary nowtithsta tiding.
Approved January 23, 1900.

ELECTION REGISTRATION LA'yS.

An /Vet to prevent illegal voting at elections and to preserve the 
blessings of intelligent government.

Whereas there is manifest a tendency on tho part of some 
enthusiastic partizans in the dillerent political parlies in cer­
tain districts to procure illegal votes for their cii’ulidatcs and 
whereas a republican form of government cannot long exist, 
without the; leadership of the intelligent portion of its citizens 
and, whereas fraudulent voting tends to undermine and des­
troy public confidence;

Therefore it m cnactnl loj the Senate qml Hotme. of llpprc»en- 
taticc* of the llcpnhlic «/ J.iheria in fii/i.il/iturc aeacmilcd.

Sec. 1. The Judge of Monthly and Probate Court shall oil 
the first Monday in February next preceding the Biennial 
Election in May, appoint one discreet, capable man in oaeh 
voting precinct in the County to register in a proper hook all 
persons eligible and desirous of voting at that poll, lie shall 
l)e called the Registrar.

Seo. 2. It is further enacted that the said Judge of the 
Monthly au 1 Probate Gpurt shall at the tjn|<! of said appoint.

fii/i.il/iturc
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ment ot registiars, through tho sh-rift. during the mouth of 
February, cause to be publicly posted in each settlement a 
printed notice giving the names of the Registrars thus ap- 
)>ointed designating the settlement tor which each is appoint­
ed.

Sec. 3 It is further enacted that the Clerk of said court 
shall under seal immediately notify each such person ot 1: s 
appointment, placing such notices in the hand of the sheritl, 
who shall deliver to each registrar the notice of his appoint­
ment ; said notice requiring each registrar to appear at the 
March Term of said Court to be sworn to perform the duties 
of registrar and to receive the registration book of his settle 
ment or voting precinct.

Se,c. 4. It is further enacted that a proper bj-bad blank 
book shall be furnished the registrar of each voting precinct 
neatly labelled with the name of the settlement, and with 
alphabet tags duly infixed with columns in which to enter the 
name, age, place of residence, and property qualification in 
the settlement. These blank books shall be thus rule-1 ami 
prepared bv said Clerk of Court; and. to secure promptness 
in the fixed registration under this act, the said blank book shall 
be placed in his hands for preparation on or before the first 
Monday in February next preceding said next ensuing Bien­
nial Election ; and said clerk shall at the time of sending no­
tice of appointment, notify each registrar to appear at the 
March Term ot said Court to receive his registrar ion book, and 
be sworn by the judge,

Skc. 5. It is further enacted that it shall Ih? the duty of 
each registrar, ujhhi being duly qualified under this Act, to 
return to his settlement and on the second Monday iu March 
to open the registration hook of his settlement after having 
posted notice stating the place of his sitting for that purpose. 
He shall tit for legjstration either at his house, place of busi­
ness, his regular olliee, or some public place more convenient 
fcr the electors. After having selected the place of sitting and 
given notice, he shall not remove to another place without the 
consent of the judge of said Court first had and obtained ; 
provided that should he be deprived of the place so designa­
ted by power beyond lus control he may sebel another place 
immediately and post notice to that eflecl.

lie shall sit in his regisiratiou olliee from the hour of nine 
o'clock in the morning until six o'clock in the evening on 
Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday and Thursday in each wee k 
for one month with ail intermission of one hour and a half lor 
invaU, and shall nceive for his services one dollar and a half a 
day anti an additional sum of two cents for each name regis­
tered.

Sec. C. It is further enacted that every male citizen of 
Eiberia of the age of twenty one years and owning land in the 
settleiner.l or precinct shall be entitled to register and vote 
iu that settlement or precinct, and where two or more settle
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/ ments must vote at the same poll, they must register and vote 
at that precinct w.iere the polls are opened according to law. 
Whenever an elector presents himself for registration, the leg. 
istrai shall ask his name, age, resilience, if he owns land in 
that settlemi ns or voting precinct, the description of the land 
as lot no -on range no—or such other description of such land 
as shown in the deed and ii fully satisfied of the qualification 
of the elector, he shall enter bis name, and these facts in the 
book in their proper places, the. names being alphabetically ar­
ranged ; thus : a person named llenry Smith will fall under 
the letter (S.), as Smith, llenry etc.

Before entering his name, he shall swear as follows._ “You
solemnly sware lor affirm) that you will support the constitu­
tion and laws of the Republic of Liberia ; that you are the per­
son you now represent yourself to he ; that you are of lawful 
age and the owner of land in this settlement or precinct, and 
arc otherwise qualified to vote in this election ; so help you 
God” .

Sec. 7. It. is further enacted that in any case where the 
registrar has doubts us to the ownership of the land he mav 
require the elector to produce his deed, and such deed shall not 
be deemed valid unless probated and registered, if from a pri­
vate citizen ; or duly signed by the President and registered, 
if a public grant, said deed must be a grant or side to the per­
son presenting it and convey the title to said land to him in 
severalty.

Two or more persons owning land by the same deed and 
whose names are mentioned therein as grantees ; and persons 
owning land by descent evidenced by a will or devise may all 
register under said deed or will.

When the registrar requires the deed to be produced, ho 
shall read it to satisfy himself that the same is genuine and 
that the person presenting it is the grantee named therein.

Sec. 8. It is further enacted that each person quail fled to 
vote shall register and veto at one poll only. Any person who 
shall register and vote at more than one poll shall upon con­
viction in the court of Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas 
pay a fine of one hundred dollars, one half in gold, silver or 
copper coin, the other half in Liberian currency or govern­
ment pajKsr, or ho imprisoned in the county jail for the term 
of thirty days. This line shall be applied in kirn' to the salary 
of teachers of the government schools in that settlement; pro­
vided, that where a person owns land in one settlement and 
his occupation causes him to reside in another settlement, lie 
shall register in the settlement where his land is, and upon 
application, shall receive from the registrar of that settlement 
a certificate of his registration, which certificate may he in the 
following or similar form :—This certifies that ' a
duly qualified and registered voter in the settlement of 
signed Registrar

Lp.m presenting this certificate to the registrar of the settle­
ment where lie wishes to vote, said ronustiiir



upon his book, s:n<I instead of ordering his age. property, quali­
fication, etc, ho shall write opposite his name the words, “By 
certificate from the settlement of ; ’’ which shall I.I.
sufiicient to emitle him to vote fit that poll. This shall l.e 
•lone before tho registrar deliver his hook to the Monthly 
Court and not aftei wards.

Any person who is duly registered and unchallenged wish 
ing to work in another precinet, on the day of election m.tv 
obtain I rum the judge of said Court during the said speci.i! 
session, begit ning on the second Monday in April a certifi­
cate ot his registration under seal, and upon depositing said 
certificate with the judge ofehetion, vote at the poll.

Sec. 9. It is further enacted that the registrar shall allow 
two or three of the representatives of each political party 
(they lining recommended by the general or local chairman 
<if their party) to inspect his book in his presence on anv 
day while said book is yet in his possession, in order to 
challenge any elector so registered ; but such persons shall 
not be allowed to write or mark in said book.

It tlw shall find any name registered and believe such pet- 
, son is i, qualified to vote they may so state it to the regis

trar, who shall there upon write in the margin opposite such 
name the word “Challenged.’’

If the person so challenged upon being informed hy his 
party fticnds, oi otherwise shall produce his deed or other 
legal evidence as a will, or swear to his age, as the case may 
bo, the challenge shall he withdrawn.

These challenged persons who neglect to satisfy the registrar 
as above provided may appear at tho sitting of the Monthly 
Court and upon producing the projier evidence ol qualifica­
tion the judge shall withdraw the challenge and cause each 
jierson to he enrolled upon tho poll book unchillenge,!.

Sec. 10 It is further enacted that the registration shall 
cease on Thursday before the second Monday in April, and tho 
registrar shall on the next day bring his registration book and 
deposit it with the Clerk of said Monthly Court, takiim his 
receipt for the same.
• SaKC'-.1I'u 11 furthf,r enacted that on the socond Monday 
in April the Monthly Court shall eonveno to hear in a suni 
mary manner the complaints brought orallv or otherwise bv 
challenged persons. If in anv case a person marked “Chal­
lenged shall produce in said conrt his “ k.,i„nd<,’’ deed or 
other legal evidence qualifying him a lawful voter the Judge 
shall cause such challenge to be withdrawn mid cause tho per­
son so duly entered on ihe poll book as “ unchallenged. ’*

bac. 12 It is tnrther enucted that the Clerk of said Court 
shall then forthwith prepare a copy of each registration book 
on foolscap or other suitable paper with the corrections pro­
vided for in Section 11, of this Act, which he shall deliver 
tn tho registrar on or before Friday before the first Monday in 
May Ihe Copy shall ho c.crtifiod by sai.l Clerk (under seal
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with judicial correction.;) and shall be the tc<-l of quablica. 
tion for every ono voting nt tli.it poll subject to the cuallengo 
remaining not removed as above provider!.

Sec. 13. It ia further enacted that the party inspectors 
shall have the free privilege to take a list ot the names i moiled 
on either ot the books herein mentioned with notes of challenged 
persons, while the hooks are in the hands of the registrar, du­
ring the mouth of registration, or the corrected copy from the 
Monthly (’curt, for the purpose of guarding against secret ille­
gal regi tering ; hut in so doing they shall not delay or obstruct 
the duties of the registrar.

Sec. If. It is further enacted that the Clerk of said Court 
shall receive fifty cents for each copy oi the registration book 
so made and an additional sum ot two cents for cacti name 
copied. Failure or neglect to prepare the hooks as herein pro­
vided shall subject said Clork to the penalty imposed in Section 
H o. this Act, which fine when collected shall he applied as 
therein directed, and forfeiture of his fees and emoluments io 
each case. In case of failure to prepare these books in time 
the assessment roll is to be used instead, at the election, and 
in that event any person presenting a “bonafida” deed made 
10 liimself duly probated and registered shall be allowed to vote.

Sec. 15. It is further enacted that the Sheriff shall receive 
fees aud mileage as in other cases of serving processes of tlic 
court.

Sec 1(1. It is further enacted that whenever it shall clearly 
appear to the satisfaction of the Judge of the Monthly Court 
sitting the second Monday in April as herein provided that the 
challenge was made maliciously for the purpose of annoying 
or giving trouble and expense to a legally qualified elector, 
said Judge may in his discretion award said challenger to pay 
the cost of ttie challenged person.

The said Monthly Court may adjourn from day to day du- 
fiug the one week until the challenges are all decided.

Sec. 17. It is further enacted that when the Clerk has fin­
ished making the corr.qted list of voters, he shall sub nit them 
to the Judge for inspection : they being correct he shall deliver 
them to the registrars who shall call for them at his office oil 
or before the day before the election, he taking their receipt 
therefor.

Sec 18. It is further enacted that on the day of election 
the registrar shall sit with the J udges of election with his cer­
tified copy, and any person whose name appears on said poll 
hook unchallenged shall he allowed to vote as well as those 
holding certificates as provided in Section eight.

Whenever any person cohies forward and offers to vote, the 
registrar shall speedily search his hook to ascertain if his 
name is duly registered; and if it appear unchallenged the 
ticket shall be taken and deposited in the ballot box liy either 
one of the Judges of election, and the registrar shall write 
opposite the name ol the person so votiug the word “veted. ’
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But persons marked “ ehallnuged ” on the certified regis* 
trar’seopy or poll book shall not be allowed to vote in that elec­
tion.

Sec. 19. It is further enacted that in case of the death or 
inability of a registrar to perforin the duties of bis office, the 
Judge of the Monthly Court shall forthwith appoint another 
who shall continue the registration.

Sec. 20. It is further enacted that the Clerk shall receive 
two dollars for each registration book properly ruled, labelled 
and indexed by him ns provided in Section four of this Act.

Sec. 21. It is further enae.ted that immediately after the 
election the registrar shall deposit li is poll book ill tho office 
of the Clerk taking bis teceipt therefor, and, the Clerk shall 
safely keep the same. The registrar shall have his mileage.

Sec. 22. It is further enacted that the registrar shall faith­
fully perform the duties of hi.-i office according to the intent of 
this Act. During the period of registration lasting from the 
second Monday in March till Thursday evening before tho sec­
ond Monday in April, he shall be available uni accessible to all 
persons eligible to register ; shall be courteous and attentive 
to his duties ; and for any malfeasance in office shall he subject 
to the penally imposed m Section eight of this Act, and shall 
forleit ail bis lees and emoluments and pay.

Sec. 23. It i9 further enacted that the registrar shall enter 
and register every male citizen who is apparently twenty one 
years old, he so swearing, and who presents a “bonafida” 
probated and registered deed of land granted to himself in that 
precinct, or wlw presents undoubted evidence of title as bv des­
cent or devise under the penalty provided in Section eight of 
this Act- b

bKc. 21. It is further enacted that all fines collected under 
this Act shall lie applied as directed in Section eight.

Sec. 25. It is further enacted that the certified^jopy or poll 
book herein provided for shall consist of all tho names of per­
sons registered without mentioning the qualification as in reg­
istration book, lint where the word “challenged" has not 
been removed as herein provided for, it shall be copied opposite 
the name of the person challenged. After election the Clerk 
shall deposit the book for safe keeping in the Slate Department; 
.old in leeward counties, with the clerk of the Court of Quarter 
Sessions and Common Pleas.

•Sec. 26. It is further enettd that and person wlm shall pro­
cure or cause aDy person to register and vote fraudulently by 
supplying false deeds or assuming the name not his in a “bona- 
lida" deed shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction shall be punished as provided in Section eight of 
this Act.

Sec. 27. It is further enacted that the Clerk of the Court 
shall make no entry or erasure in any of the books deposited 
with him, except such as are provided for in Section eleven, bv 
order of the Judge in open court, under the penalty provided 
in section eight of this ait. ------



hi the first Monday in March precedin’ each biennial 
Election, he shall in open court deliver tho original registration 
book to the registrars severally as they are sworn by the J edge.

Skc. 28. It is further enacted that the same registration 
book shall serve for three biennial elections; nnd in the fourth 
biennial elnci.iou an entirely new registration may be ordered 
bv the said Judge. But it shall not be required of “ bonafule" 
unchallenged electors duly registered to re-register, except 
when an entirely now registration is ordered: only such as
have become qualified to vote since the last election, or who fail­
ed to be registered in tho first registration being required to reg­
ister. Porsons who stood challenged in the former election and 
thereby failed to vote, may produce the necessary evidence to the 
registrar or Judge during the registration period preceding any 
later election and have such challenge removed.

Sec. 29- It is furtlior enacted that any registrar who shall 
enter any new name upon the certified copy or poll book sup­
plied bun by tho Court, or Shall secretly mid fraudulently regis­
ter any unqualified person upon his registration book, or who 
shall fraudulently enter or erase tho word “challenged" op­
posite any name registered, shall be deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor and upon conviction, shall pay a fine of twenty-five 
dollars for each name so entered, or fraudulently tampered 
with, or be imprisoned for sixty days; one half of tines heroin 
imposed shall be paid in gold, silver of topper coin.

Skc. 30. It is further enacted that any person who shall ma­
liciously destroy or so deface any registration or certified poll 
book as to render it useless shall be deemed guilty a of misde­
meanor, and, when convicted, skill he fined five hundred dollars 
or be imprisoned for 6ix calendar mouths.

Skc. 81. It is further enacted that where any person is chal­
lenged only upon the ground of being under age, and who is ap­
parently of age. there being no record or other good proof of his 
age, swears that he is twenty one years of age, be shall be reg­
istered and allowed to vote. But swearing to the otvnership of 
land without presenting the other legal evidence thereof shall 
not entitle him to register. Where a person is challenged on the 
ground of disfranchisement, the judgment of the court being 
given in evidence before the registrar, or the Judge in open 
conrt, he shall not register and vote unless he show the Act of 
Legislature restoring him.

Skc. 82. It is further enacted that any person who shall at­
tempt to intimidate the registrar or other officers of election, by 
trying with force and arms, or by threats and menaces to com­
pel the registrar to enter any unqualified person on his legistra- 
tion hook, or force the Judges of election to receive votes con­
trary to the provisions of this Act, shall be fined and imprison­
ed as provided for in Section eight of this Act.

And where a battery has oceured such person may also be 
dealt with as provided in law for punishing assault and battery.

Sec. 88. It is further enacted that whenever a person owu- 
imj land in one County or far away district resides in another
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County or far away district nnd would be at great expense to 
travel to that County or district to register as provided in Sec- 
t on eight, be may obtain a certilicute from the registrar oi 
deeds of the County or district where his land is, certifying, un 
der seal, that said person owns land registered in the book of 
said County or disliict and upon presenting this certificate to 
tho registrar at the placo where he wishes to vote, upon taking 
the prescribed oath, he shall be registered and vote under the 
provision of Section eight.

But the extent of the franchise of such person voting out­
side the County where bis land lies, is not increased by this sec­
tion.

Sec. 31. It is further enacted that this Act shall bt in force 
from aud after its ratification.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 21th 1'JOO.

Joint Resolution appointing an Agent of governmental affairs at 
the Port of Half Cavalla and parts adjaeent from HaK Cavalla to River 
Cavalla and from thence up the Cavalla River as far as Webo.

Whereas it is expedient to maintain an officer on the Libe­
rian banks of the Cavalla River, to co-operate with the French 
authorities in keeping order on the stream and in surpassing 
tribal disturbances between the inhabitants of the two countries, 
and whereas the chief people of Half Cavalla, and other districts 
near the Cavalla River have petitioned the Government for the 
appointment of such an officer to guide, adviso and assist them 
in their rotations to the Republic.

therefore it is resulted by the Senate and House of lleprtsenta- 
tivei of the Republic o! Liberia in Legislature assembled

Sec. 1. That lrom and immediately after the passage of this 
joint Resolution, the President of the Republic, is hereby autho­
rized to appoint an officer to be styled Travelling Commission­
er for the Cavalla River. The head quarters of said officer 
shall bo at Half Cavalla. He shall have authority under the 
direction of the Superintendent of Maryland County a3 tar as 
Webo on the said River.

Sec. 2. Said Commissioner shall unce at least every quar­
ter proceed up the River stopping at the chief town of all the 
tribes, hearing complaints, settling disturbances, stimulating 
trade, opening roads, overseeing the collection of the internal 
revenue, giving advice and in every possible and legitimate way 
improve and cement the attachment of the tribes to the local 
and general government; lie shall report disturbances, aud 
complaints at least monthly to the Superintendent, with such 
suggestions as he may deem suitable and shall in all cases o- 
bey his order and direction in the premises.
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Sec. 3. Said officer shall when necessary be accompanied 

Toy a small escort.
Sec. 4. His salary shall bo three hundred dollars annually 

with travelling expenses.
Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved January 24th 1900.

Resolution providing for the appointment of a General Superin­
tendent of Public Instruction and Common Schools and for other 
purposes.

it is resolved Ay the Senate and J f erase of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Skc. 1 That the President be and he is hereby directed 
to appoint immediately alter the passage of this resolution, 
an officer to bo styled General Superintendent of Public In­
struction and Common Schools ; said officer shall superintend 
the operation of public and private schools and see that the 
school laws are enforce!.

He shall issue to the Commissioners of Education, circu­
lar letters of instructions and suggeslions; he shall collect 
information concerning tho condition and operations of com­
mon schools iu the different Counties and districts; and di­
gest and report upon the same together with suggestions aud 
recommendations annually to tho Legislature; and he shall 
visit all the schools in each of the Counties at least twice 
a year; and he shall require all the School Commissioners 
to visit the schools in each County at least once a quarter 
and report their visitation in their Quarterly Reports.

Sec. 2 It is further resolved that the Commissioners of 
Education shall make their quarterly Report to the said Super­
intendent and shall be subject to his instructions and di­
rections.

Tho Superintendent of Education shall always prepare and 
send in with his report all hills relative to the educational 
interest of the County, whose passage ho may recommend.

His salary shall he seven hundred f!j»700> dollars roarly 
with travelling expenses.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 20; 1900.

A Joint Resolution providing for the support of Liberia College.

It is resolved by the Senate and Ifau.se of Representatives of the 
lletrublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1 That from, and immediately after the passage of 
this Resolution; one half of the entire land salon undone

Ifau.se
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half of the .Jury on f’ias-an* annually, with all escheat- . 
appropriated as a special hind for support of Liberia College 
mini otherwise ordered.

Sfc. 2 The Treasurer and Sub Treasurers shall make special 
i. ention m their quarterly reports, and tho Secretary of the 
treasury shall account with the Treasurer of the Board of 
Irustees for the income on the items of revenue set asida 
»n the first section.

Skc. 3 The officers in charge of tho Educational inferos, 
of the Republic, shall report annually upon the amount an? 
disposition of the funds above granted, ami shall have power ' 
to require information from the Treasurer of the Board with 
respect thereto.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 26th 1900

z -------______________ __

'«?nst frand1UU°U pr°tcct“8 Ilev«lu« of the Republic of Liberia

Whereas it is the policy of some merchants transacting 
business in this Republic to import in this Republic empty 
deutijohtw some filled with wafer, some with rice and seme 
with sawdust, for tbe purpose of defrauding the government 
of ns revenue by i.niwting into this Republic liquors above 
the degree of proof for tbe purpose of adulterating said liquors 
as above stated. 1

Therefore, it it retailed by the Senate and Haute nr Repre* Motives 
of the Republic of Liberia in Lsyitiature attembled.

■ SliS?' . rh;,t *ro,n ft"d immediately after the passage of this 
joint Resolution there shall be levied ami collected a duty of 
one dollar on every empty demijohn imported into this Re 
public.

No person shall be allowed to import into this Republic 
in demijohns any other subsUQue than rum and vinegar under 
penally of confiscation of the goods so effected, including 
the said demijohns, n

Skc. 2. Said duty on empty demijohns is to be paid ab­
solutely in gold. *

Skc, 3. That on all liquors imported below 50% proof the 
duty shall be one dollar a.id fifty cents : and for every degree 
atx.ve proof, Twenty five cents and for every additional degree 
»o effected.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
z Approved January 2G, 1900.

Joint Resolution regulating the fees in Equity cases.
ft it retuloed by the Senate and House of Reprvtentatieet of the 

Republic of Liberia in Legislature attembled.
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Sec 1. Tint from and bitinediateiv aftei the passage of tho. 

resolution, the clerk* and ministerial officers of the County 
Superior and Supreme Courts of this Republic, shall receive 
the same fees in Equity cases as those paid in other civil case* 
in accordance with the fees prescribed in tho fee bill on tbe 
292 page of Liberia Statute, old blue book.

Sue. 2. All laws or parts of law conflicting with the provision* 
of this Resolution, bo and. the same am hereby repealed

Approved Jauuary 20th 1900.

An Act relative to the public forest.

It is resolved fry the Senate and House of Tieprtttntaiwr* of 
the llepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. ft is enacted that from and immediately after the 
passage of this Act, the Superintendent of each County or 
district is constituted a Commissioner of the forest.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that he shall exercise juris, 
diction over all forest grounds on the public domain in his 
County or district, and shall have power to issue regulations 
for the care and regulation thereof.

Sec. 8. It is further enacted that the citizens of the Repuo- 
lie shall at all times have the right to resort to the public 
forest for wood and timber for their individual use.

Sec. 4. It is further enacted that no alien shall enter tho 
forest, of the Republic for the purpose of taking timber or 
other products for commercial use, nor shall employ any citi­
zens as mere servants to do so unless he shall have obtained 
a concession for the products from the central government.

Sec. 5. It is further enacted that nothing in this Act shall 
be construed to the prejudice of tho concession granted the 
Rubber Syndicate in 1891.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January, 20, 1900.

An Act authorizing the cleaning out of Fishtown Iiiver from a pe­
tition by tho citizens of Maryland County.

Whereas it is of paramount importance foi the Government 
to make accessible by way of eleaning out the Fishtown 
river, leading to tho great interior of Maryland County for tho 
purpose of opening up and bringing into market the wast­
ing millions of undeveloped resources, and whereas this river 
if cleaned will give a new imjictus to various enterprises, and 
encourage foreign capital into the County and thereby secure 
to Government a large revenue,

Therefore it is enacted Ity the Senate an I I louse of [lei>rettntatiecs 
of the lltiiublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled



<56

Sec 1. That from anil nltci ine passage of this Act, the 
President he a in I tic is hereby authorized to draw out of the 
public Treasure the amount of two thousand dollars tor lhe 
carrying out of the same, out of any public money not other­
wise approprated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 2(5, 1900.

Joint Resolution closing the Port of Entry and delivery nt River 
Cess Grand Bassa County.

Whereas the Liberian Citizens, traders transacting nier 
eantile business at 'lie Port of River Cess has petitioned the 
Legislature against outrages committed upon them at sundry 
times, am', whereas the revenue is not successfully collected, 
anil cause great falling oft of the revenue at said port.

Therefore it in rnolred by the Senate, and House of Pepreten- 
intiees of tin Republic of Liberia in Mtyislature asicmblrd ;

*Sec. 1. That from and after the thirth day of April A. D. 
1900 the Port at River Cess in the County of Graud Bassa 
be and the same is hereby closed.

Skc, 2. It is further resolved that the President be etu 
powered to instruct the Attorney General to exhaust all means 
to ascertain the truthfulness of the merchants and tradt rs 
transacting mercantile business at River Cess ; and if the dam 
ages complained of are traceable to the Chiefs and headmen 
of the Hirer Cess tribe in Grand Bassa County, that he the 
said Attorney General be authorised to institute legal proceed­
ings against them at once for the recovery of one($ 1000. | 
thousand dollars or such damages as may be found to have 
been sustained by said Liberian merchants and traders of said 
port.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 26, l'JOO.

Joint Resolution authorizing the building of Bonded Warehouses in 
each of the Counties of the Republic of Libetia for the bettor collec­
tion of the revenue.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representutiri s of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature asn'nilled.

Sec. 1. That from and after tho passage ot this Joint Res­
olution, the sum of Thirteen thousand ami live bundrod dol- 
lais (§ 18.500) ho and tho same is hereby appropriated for tho 
building of Bonded Warehouses iu each of the Counties of tho 
Republic



nr.c. 1. It is further resolved, that the President he, and 
ho is hereby authorized to draw on the Public Treasury for Ihe 
above amount, the money arising from the shipment uf kroo 
boys and any other moneys not otherwise appropriated arc 
hereby set aside and appropriated for this purpose, and that 
the Secretary of tiie Treasury is hereby authorized to pay 
tiie same as follows Bonded Warehouse Moutserrado County 
including Robertsport, four thousand live hundred dollars ($4.
500.00)

Sec. !>. Bonded Warehouse Grand Bassa County, three 
thousand dollars. Bonded Warehouse Since County three thous­
and dollars, Bonded Wareheose Maryland County thr«o thous­
and doliais.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 20. 1900.

v" An Act amendatory to an Act fixing a duty on l’iassava ap­
proved January 10th 1897.

It is enacted by the Senate and House c.f liepresentatiee* of 
the licpuhlic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That after the first day of March 1900, the ex­
port duty on l’iassava shall be so amended as to lead, one 
cent, instead | cent, payable one half iu gold or silver coin 
and one half in Liberian paper currency.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 80th 19V0.

------------------1^ ■ 4**- --------

Joint resolution respecting the duty on spirits.
Whereas tire Secretary of the Treasury has reported to 

the Legislature at the present session, that the revenue assign­
ed for the paymeut on the Loan of 1871 is not sufiicient and 
asked for further assistance; and.

Whereas the Legislature is anxious that no hitch occur in tho 
arrangement for the settlement of said Loan ;

Therefore, it ts resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Liberia in Lejislature assembled :—

Sec 1 That immediately after the passage of thia Joint 
Resolution one third of the duty on spirits shall be set aside 
to pay the deficiency in the annual charge for the payment

• of the Loan of 1871-
Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved February 1, 1900.

Joint Resolution respecting the importation of corrogitcd Iron 
.'He ot iillv.  



/t o r*KOi9ett ay tV <S>«nfc«n 4 Haute aj Iteprerentatirrs ai tht 
tiepiiblie at Liberia in l^ei/iaiattire ajmeiiihleil.

Sbc. 1. Tli.it after the passage of this Joint Resolution* 
all corrugated Iron imported by any citizen for'his own dwel­
ling bouse and not for silc. shall be admitted free of duty,

Sec. 2. It is further resolved that any person availing 
himself of the benefits of this Joint Resolution. shall immo 
liutely upon the receipt of such corrogated iron make oath 

oefore the Collector of Customs, who shall be qualified to ad­
minister an oath for this purpose, that the said corrugated 
iron, is to be used for his own house only, and in not for 
sale. And any person convicted for selling such corrogated 
iron after making said oath, shall he deemed gnilty of smug 
gling nnd lie punished accordingly.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 1, 1900.

Joint Resolution requiring the Secretary of State to supply each 
member of the Legislature and certain other officers with a copy 
of the Acts of the Session of 1899 and 1900* as soon as printed.

It it • etalre.l by the Senate ana lloiue at' Reprettutatitei of the 
Republic „Z Liberia tn^Leyielaturv att-nihleil.

Sbc. 1. That from and after the passage of this Joint 
Resolution the Secretary of State be and he is hereby required 
to supply each member of the Legislature, the Judges of the 
several courts of record, the Attorney General, and the several 
County Attorneys, and Collectors of Custom, of this Republic, 
with Acts of tho Legislature as soon as they are published.

Sec. 2. It is further resolved that tho said Acts shall be 
published and distributed to the above named persons on or 
before the first day of April, A. D. 1900.

Nothing in this Joint Resolution shall be so construed as 
to prevent the sale of Acts to persons not herein named.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 1, 1900.

■ «<»» ••i

Joint Resolution chartering Stokes Union Lodge No. 4279 G, U. 
O. of O. F. at Croziervillo in tho Cninlv of Montscrrailo.

it it rciulne l by the San itr awl Il<alte of liepmentalicet cf the 
Republic ui Liberia in Lsyitlatuie attembleil.

Sec. 1 That I. N. Holder. I’. N. F., A. C. Hollowonger, 
N. F., II. T. Wesley, Advocate, S. Solomon Eastman, P. S., 

' J. R. Carter, W. T., J. C. Chirk, W., J. B. Pad mo re, I*. 
(»., J. II. Lockette, V. G., W. O. Crawford, O. G. and 

otherofficers and members of said I.xlge, and such others as may
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oc here after connected with them, be, and ’hey are lidMfy 
constituted and declared a body corporate and politic under 
the name and style of Stokes Union Lodge No- 1279 (J. U. 
O. of O. F. at Crozicrvillo in the County of Moutserrndo, 
Republic of Liberia, and shall be capable in law to receive, 
hold, and enjoy real ami personal estate to the amount of 
Five thousand dollars for the use and benefit of said Institu­
tion ; and shall have perpetual succession of ofticors aud mem­
bers and as such may sue and bo sued, plead and he im­
pleaded before any court of law or equity of this ltopublic, 
having competent jurisdiction.

Skc. a 'l’ho said Lodge shall bo permitted to do all other 
matters and things done in similar bodies under the jurisdic­
tion of thia Charter.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 1, 1900.

An Act incorporating the Number Eight Division of East Har­
per, Maryland County.

It is enacted by the Senate and House of (lepresentaticc* of 
the Jiepublic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sue. 1. It is enacted that from and after the passage of 
this Act, the number Eight D.vision of East Harper, Mary­
land County is hereby incorporated and declared to lie a body 
politic and corporate ; that is to say Win. R. Harris, Mastor, 
Samuel A. Hutchins, Vice Chairman, E. M. Cummings, Sec­
retary, D. W. Wilson, Treasurer and A. L. Moulton, Chaplain 
together with others at least twenty three in number all of 
the County of Maryland, Republic of Liberia, and such others 
its may bore-after connect themselves thcre-with are constitut­
ed a body corporate and politic, to have perpetual succession 
by name of the number Eight Division of East Harper, Mary­
land County, to take hold aud enjoy real and personal estate 
to the amount ot ten thousand dollars with other like bodies 
by grant, bequest, purchase or otherwise.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted, that the said corporation shall 
be granted the privilege to sue ami he sued, plead and be 
impleaded before any Court ot this Kopublic having competent ■ 
.Jurisdiction, aud shall be allowed to acquire, and hold real 1 
estate to the value of Ten thousand dollars and to do all other , 
Acts and things done in similar bodies corporate and politic. |

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved January 20, 1900.

Joint Resolution to encourage agricultural pursuits throughout f 
the Republic. a

Whereas it has become clearly lapparcnt to the present ses-
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pion of tho National Legislature that since tho declination of 
the price of Lilierian Coffee iu the foreign markets of the 
world something should be put on foot at once to save 
the farming interest of the Repnblio from bankruptcy, and; 
Whereas agriculture is the mother of all industries, and it is 
absolutely necessary that lhe attention of the farmers, plant­
ers, gardeners ana stock-raisers shocld be called immediately 
to the importance of raising and putting on the market a 
diversity of crops as well us improving the methods of cur­
ing Liberian Coffee—the staple of the country :

7 herrfnre, it u fiexvltcl by the Semite, anti If niue of Rep- 
reeentntiCci 0/ the Republic uf Libetia in Leyielilture ntnemblrJ.

Sec. 1 That in order to encourage tlie growing of a di­
versity of crops by the farmers, planters, gardeners, and stock- 
raisers and breeders of the Republic the sum of ten dollars 
be paid as a bounty so each individual who shall grow and 
produce in an inviting marketable state Two Hundred pounds 
of clean white lint cotton, and that the following bounties shall 
be paid every person who shall grow and bring to market in 
a presentable shape viz ;

rifty bushels of shelled Corn twenty five dollars ; five hun­
dred pounds of Cocoa Beans twenty five dollars ; five hundred 
pounds of Soup free from dye fifteen dollars ; two hundred 
pounds of cured marketable Tobacco fifteen dollars ; two hun» 
dred pounds of cured marketable Kolah Nuts ten dollars); two 
hundred pounds of cured marketable Rod Pepper ten dollars ; 
two hundred pounds of cured Fish by salt or smoke ten dollars!; 
two hundred pounds of cured Meat ten dollars; five hun* 
dred pounds of dry brown Sugar twenty dollars ; one hundred 
pounds of Malaga Pepper twenty dollars ; one hundred pounds 
of Preserved Fruits twenty five dollars ; fifty bushels o’ Ground 
Nuts ten dollars ; ten bushels of cured Beans or Peas ten dol­
lars ; I wo hundred bushels of Clean Rice fifty dollars; 25 
Cows or 60 Hogs, 50 Sheep or Goat® twenty five dollars.

Any citizen who shall first introduce a gin or loom in the 
township in which he resides and have the same in continuous 
operation for the space of three years shall receive a premium 
of one hundred dollars.

All gins, looms, and all agricultural tools, implements and 
appliances shall be admitted free of duty.

Sec. 2 It is further resolved, that the premiums shall be 
paid by the projier County authority, after inspection on the spot 
by local Magistrates and sworn statements of claimants.

Sec. 8 It is further ' resolved, that any farmer who shall 
obtaiu a higher price on the sale of his coffee or ginger to the 
merchant either at home or abroad on account of its superior 
preparation for the market, shall receive a bounty of ten dol­
lars on every thousand pounds of coffee, and of five dollars on 
every thousand pounds of ginger thus sold, on the preseota-



tion ol a bonafido certificate (rota tho merchant or consul.
Sec 4 It is further resolved, that this law shall remain ia

f jrce (or the space of five years from its passage.
Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved February 1, 1900.

Joint Resolution granting the Episcopal Mission Two hundred acres 
ol land at Tabaceonee—Grand Bassa.

it w resolved by the Senate anil House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from anil after the passage of this Resolution, 
Two hundred acres of land at Tabacconee, grand Bassa County, 
is hereby granted to the Mission of tho Protestant Episaopal 
Church of the United States of America to be used for Mission­
ary aud Educational purposes by the mission.

Bko. 2. It is further resolved that the Land Commissioner 
shall grant to the Representatives of 3aid mission an order 
to any legal surveyor to survey the above granted land out of 
any public lands not otherwise appropriated; the missionary 
Society bearing all expenses of said survey.

Sec. 8. It is further resolved that the said Mission shall 
possess and hold said granted land subject to the laws gov­
erning similar grants.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Februaay 1, 1900.

II—• l»l I —I
Jaint Resolution providing for tho repair of the Gunboat liocktowu.

It is > endued by the Senate ami House of Reprismtatitki of 
the Republic of Liberia in Leyislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby directed to arrange with the “ East Afrioau Company, ” 
and in ease of their refusal, with other parties, for tho ofii- 
cient repair of tho Gunboat “Booktown" now lying at Monrovia.

Sec. 2. The said Company shall also be asked to procure 
for service, under Government an efficient Engineer and Com­
mander, in whose charge the said vessel shall he placed.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 1, 1900.

Resolution creating the Territory of Grand Cape Mount and pro­
viding for the Government of same.

Whereas the Territory of Grand Capo Mount at present 
it part ot the County of Montserrado, has within the last 
ten years increased in Commercial importance, and popula



tion, .mil whereas on account of its distance from the enpi- 
t d and county seat, it is important to make better provision 
tor the local government of its population ;

It is resolved by the Senate am.' Home of Representative* of the
Republic eif Liltna in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the District of Robertsport shall hereafter 
oe known as the Territory of Grand Cape Mount.

Sec. 2. The Territory shall include all the County belong­
ing to the Republic between the English frontier and the 
Little Cape Mount River.

Sec. 8. It shall be entitled to one Representative in the 
Legislature. The first Election under this Resolution shall take 
place at the Biennial Election of 1901. The perscD so elected 
shall sit in thdHouse of Representatives, and shall be elected 
bv the people- of the Territory, under the same condition at 
the same time a3 other members.

Sec. 1. For the present the Territory shall continue to be 
represented in the Senate of thia Republic, ly the members 
of Montserrado County, who shall therefor, be voted for, 
by the people of said Territory.

Sec. 5 The Provisional. Monthly, and Probate Court of 
Robertsport shall hereafter be kuown as the Monthly and Pro- 

l bate Court of Cape Mount, and shall be constituted, find 
conducted, and shall have the same powers as tho Monthly, 

'and Probate Court of Montserrado and other counties.
Sec. 6. The said Territory shall have a court ot Quarter ' 

Sessions and Common Pleas with Admiralty Jurisdiction, which ' 
shall meet on the second Monday in February, May, Au­
gust ami November; and shall sit for (2i two weeks and 
shall have power to try all cases nsailly tried by courts of 
Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas in this Republic. For 
the present the Judge of the court of Quarter Sessions and 
Common Tleas of Montserrado County shall continue to ex 
crcise Jurisdiction over raid Territory the Judge of said court 
shall go there, and shall try eases within the Territory ; the 
Attorney for Montserrado County shall prosecute for the State 
within said Territory ; the Judge of the Court, and County 
Attorney, shall receive Mik-age and two dollars and fifty cents 
($2,50) a day during the sitting of the Court, for expenses 
during their stay in the Territory ; thia amount shall be paid 
out of the Territory fund.

Sec. 7. The Territory of Grand Capo Mount shall con­
stitute a separate Mditaiv district. fl»6 officer in command 
shall have the rank of M.ijor, shall be assisted by an Adjutant 
and both shall b. Commissioned as ruptired by law. Re. 
ports shall bo made to the Brigadier General of Montserrado 
Military District, first Brigads.

Sec. IS. Tho President shall appoint for the Government 
of said Territory a Superintendent and all other executive- 
aml tudieuil office-rs uccvssaty, not previously designated uv



this Resolution ; and the President is also directed to appoint 
a Clerk of Court and a Sheriff for said Territory.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 7, 1900.

-------—«-»■ ----
An Act supplementary to An Act to promote the progress of the 

arts ot manufacture, agriculture and commerce, approved December 
22, 1864.

It is enacted by the Senate, and House ot Representatives of 
the Republic of Liberia in legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of thia Act, any, 
person whether Liberian citizens or foreigner shall have the 
privilege of registering a ‘‘Trade Mark” or ‘‘Trade Marks’’ un­
der till sanction and protection covering the granting of Let­
ters Patent of said Act of 1804 ; the applicant in all eases fur­
nishing the Department with a clear concise description of 
such trade maik together witii an accurate drawing of the de­
sign to be registered.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that the fee for registering 
trade mark under this act shall be ten dollars. \

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February, 1, 190f. I

Joint Resolution granting an extension of time to Ricks Institution 
for three years; allowing one thousand dollars annually.

It is resolved by the Senate and House c.t Representatives of the 
Republic ot Liberia in Legislature assembled.

That from and immediately after the passage of this Resolu 
tion, tho Secretary of the Treasury he and he is hereby authorzi- 
ed to pay umler warrant of the President to the Board of 
Trustees of the Kicks Institute of Montserrado County, the 
sum of ono thousand dollars annually for three years out of any 
moneys in the public Treasury not otherwise appropiiated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Febtiary, 1, 1900.

Joint Resolution pensioning sundry persons of tho Republic of Li 
beria.

It is resolved by Ute Senate ami House o> RepresCntatices ol lhe 
Republic of labcria in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That the following named persons to wit.-—
Mr. Charles Smith, S 50.1KI
Mrs. Henrietta and Anikco Outlaw!, “ 75.00



Col. A. R •ill of Grand Bassa County, “ 130.00
Mr. Allen Bjrker, Montserrado County “ 75.00
Mrs. Jane Alexander, Montserrado Connty “ 50.00
Mr. S. A. Hutchings, Maryland County “ 60.00
Mr. J. L. Moulton “ “ “ 100.00
Mr. IV. A. Johnson “ “ - 50.00
Mrs. W. 0. Mc.Knight “ “ “ lOo.Oo
Mr. J. C. White, Montserrado Countv, “ 50 OO
Mr. Jus Miller Grand Bassa, ' “ 50.00
be and they are hereby pensioned as above stated.

Skc. 2. And the Secretary of the Treasury bo and he is 
hereby authorized under warrant of the President of the Re­
public of Liberia, to pay the same out of any money not 
otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved Febuary 1, 1900.

An Act authorizing the taking of census ot the inhabitants of the 
Republic ot Liberia.

Whereas the material progress and prosperity of all civilized 
counties or states are based upon their census; and whereas 
it is very desirable that them be an enumeration of the inhab­
itants and industries of the Republic of Liberia and, whereas 
the Government has been deterred from making this necessary 
enumeration now for many years,

Therefore it it enacted by the Senate and Haute of liepreeentativet 
of the Ktpublic •>* Liberia in Leyitlature attetnblfd

Sk& 1. That at the next regular “Annual Town Meeting” 
of the several townships and villages in October 1900 the citi­
zens shall appoint two competent persons, who shall take the 
census of that particular township including its eight square 
miles. Where towns and villages are situated near together, 
the census taker in their enumeration shall divide the distance 
between the said settlements and take in the balance of the eight 
miles on the opposite side of the said towns and villages.

Skc. 2. That tbis census shall be taken within two months 
after the appointment of the Census takers, and they shall im­
mediately report in triplicates, depositing one copy with the 
town clerk, one with the Superintendent of the County, and 
one with the State department a* archives of those officers ; the 
copy dejiosited in the State Department being, however, certi­
fied to by tho Superintendent of the Couuty as correct.

That the remuneration for this service of census taking shall 
De one dollar and fifty cents »$ 1.50) per day ; they being allow 

I ed not over twenty days to do the work in, aud their bills shall
» be certified by the Superintendent. _____

tom. a. This enumeration shall include in separate columns



all males 1C yearn ol age mid over ; all lcrnales 10 yearn of 
age and over; all male children 15 years and under; all girl 
children 15 years and under; their ages, whether married or 
single, the religious denomination to which they belong, if anv, 
and whether Americo Liberian, Kecaptive or Aborigine.

Sec. 4. The agricultural report shall include ad cultivated 
acreage ; the acres of uncultivated land ; acres in eddoes, rice, 
cassada, potatoes, corn, coffee trees, sugar cane, cotton, and 
eoacoa ; poultry, cattle, sheep and goats.

The commercial list shall iuclude all fibre, coffee, ginger, 
pal-moil, palm-kernels, rubhor, chocolate, and ivory coacoanuts 
exported.—The number of dwellings, stores, factories, churches 
tables, cupboards aud furniture of all kinds made during the 
year.

Sec. 5. That from tho copies deposited with the State De­
partment as soon as the reports from all the settlements in auy 
one Country is deposited, then, the Secretary of the State shall 
proceed from these to make up tho general ceneus for the coun­
try, aud when the census from all the Counties are thus made 
up he shall totalize them and cause the census to ke publish­
ed in circular form for the information of the public.

Sec. 6. And for the pay for the several Census takers, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hoieby authorized under warrant 
of the President to draw from any moneys iu tho public Treas­
ury not otherwise appropriated.

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
Approved February 1, 1900.

Joint Resolution better defining the duties of the Secretary of War 
and Navy, aud fixing the authority of the War and Navy Department.

Whereas the working of the War and Navy Department ia 
hampered because of the incompleteness and vagueness of the 
existing laws governing the same ;

Jt it rctsnfred Ay tA<’ Senate and /iouse of Representatives cf the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That all matters pertaining to the War and Navy 
Department, shall b« under the immediate control of the 
Secretary of War and Navy under the direction of the Com­
mand er-1 n -Chief.

Sec. 2. It is further resolved, that all military and Naval 
appointments shall be made by tho (kunmander-in-Chiel, and 
all military and naval orders eminating from the Commander- 
in-Chief shall in all cases be made to the Secretary of War 
aiid Navy, who shall duly issue them to the Major Central to 
be issued to the Brigadier General, and from the Brigadier 
General to tht other under officers.

Sec* 3. It is further resolved, that it shall be the duty of
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the Secretary «>f War and Navy to keep a record of all niiti 
l*ry and naval icutters and upeiations; also a proper account

,u{ till monies accruing to the Department, and all disourse* 
meat made for and on account, .Military and Navy.

Ski-. 4. It is further resolved that it shall be the duty of 
the War and Navy Department to provide, aud furnish all 

^things m cc.-sary for both A; my and N tvy purposes as far as 
the means at tho command of the Department will warrant.

Sec. 5. It is further resolved, that full power and authori­
ty is given to tin- Secretary of war and Navy over Ids depart­
ment, equal to that exercised by the heads of other Depart­
ments, subject howover to the control of the Commander iu- 
chiel ; anil all orders, and commands issuing fiom tin. Depart­
ment, shall In- rigidly infoieed by the Government. Nothing 
however in this section shall he construed to refer to any un­
lawful commands that may he issued by him.

Skc. 6. It is further resolved that all labor to bo given 
out by tho Department must be under Contract anil bond as 
a guarantee

Sr.c 7. It in further resolved that a bond of Ten thousand 
dollars shall he given by the Secretary of war and Navy to he 
approved by the Cominander-iii-Chief, for tho faithful dis­
charge of the duties of his office, for the proper management 
of the Department and the honest disbursement of its funds.

SKc. 8. It is further rtsalved that he shall report annual• 
ly to the Legislature the condition of the Department together 
with an account of monies received and disbursed.

Sec. 9. It is further resolved, that in all matters arising 
in the Department where the Statutes are. silent, it shall he 
lawful lor the Department to have recourse to the Army and 
Naval regulations of tho United States of America.

Any law to the contrary be, and the same is hereby re­
pealed.

An Act incorporating the Liberian Mining Association Limited.
It ix enacted b'j t/o* Nenafc ami llouxe of lleprexentuuvex o/ the 

ilepublie at Liberia in Le/hlature nmeml’led.
Ski . 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this 

act, A. C. Tucker, A. L. Elam. J. J. Dossen. T. T. Brewer, 
A. B. Stevens, F. O. Thorue, J. W. S. Thomson, F. E- li. 
Johnson, A. L Gibson, J. T E. Brooks, li. II. Jackson, A. 
11, King, il. W. Travis, D. F. Ware, li. il. Marshall, H. J. 
li. Cooper, K. A. Wright. J. fl. Logan, and such ot.ter per- 
tons, a> may hereafter become members of the association 
.mtitlcd ami styled the Liberian Mining association Limited, be 
mil they arc hereby declared a holy politic and corporate un 
Ier tho name and style 'ot the Liberian Mining association 
L'ruited, anil under its corporate name may sue, and he trued 
plead and be impleaded in any court of law or equity of this 
tiopublic.
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be competent in law to bold property, real ami personal to the 
value of three llundr d thousand dollars, and shall have the 
right in its Corporate name to purchase or otherwise acquire 
land lor the benefit of the association, and it may grant, sell, 
lease exchange, assigu, transler, or otherwise dispose of an.V 
part or portion of property of the association, to any person or 
persons whomsoever, provided tho same he made in accor­
dance to the Constitution of Liberia and the regulation of 
tins Chatter.

Sue. :t. It is further enacted, that tho said association 
shall have the sole right to all mineral of whatever kind and 
disposition which may he discovered and found on any of its 
lands, by whatever mentis acquired, and shall have the abso­
lute rigid to smelt, and wash and do all other things necossary 
and incident to tho development and working of mines, and 
and for this purpose may engage and employ the service of 
foreign individuals or oom panics as prospectors, who shall have 
the right under the direction ot tho association to outer upon 
all lands acquired by tho association, and prospect for such min­
erals discovered on lands belonging to the association, shad go 
to the sole benelit and behoof of the association, provided how­
ever, should any minerals he discovered on lands ootained from 
Governmer.t by grant or lcaso as hereinafter provided for, one 
tenth of the net prooeedfl of all such mineral shall be by the 
association paid into the Government.

Sec. 4. It is further enacted, that the association shall have 
the full right and power to issue all Certificates to the amount 
of three hundred thousand dollars, of twenty dollars each, and 
may dispose of the same in some domestic or foreign market to 
citizens, agreeably with the Constitution and bylaws of this as­
sociation as hereinafter provided for, providing however the 
same shall be done agreeably with the Constitution and laws of 
Liberia relative to real property.

Sut* 5. It is further enacted, that the officers of the asso­
ciation shall be a President, Vice President Secretary, account­
ant Counsellor and Treasurer and a hoard of directors and 
such other officers as the association may by its bylaws anti 
Constitution create and provide for the duties and functions of 
each and every officer, and the mode and manner of their sever­
al elections shall be defined in the Constitution, they shall be 
responsible for all contracts and deeds and shall only be bind­
ing on the association when attested by its seal.

Sec. 6. It is further enacted, that all machinery and tools im­
ported by the association for the working of its enterprise shall 
be treed and exempted from all import duties whatsoever.

*' Sec. 7. Meetings ot the association and shareh-olders shall 
he held at the city of Harper in the county of Maryland at such 
Aimes and for such purposes as the association shall 
folder its bylaws elect, the association shall bo com­
petent to admit under its bylaws any person as a member
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those of whose rights, privileges andemobimcnts shill be the same 
as other members, every member of tho association shall be en­
titled an equal share of the protit arising and accruing from all 
grants or leases of land from Government, tut the profit aris­
ing from the operation ol land or other property obtained other­
wise, he shall only bo entitled to a share, correspondent with 
his share of the capital invested in tho particular case.

»kc. 8. It is further enacted, that in case of the death of 
any of the members of tho association, his interest and share 
in the association shall descend to his heirs except he shall by 
demise otherwise direct. It shall be unlawful for any member of 
tho association to assign his interest in the association to any 
person whomsoever without first giving notice to the association, 
which shall bo competent to make such regulations giving the 
aaxne as it may deem necessary and proper.

Sac. 9. It is further enacted, that the said association shall 
have tho right to adopt a Constitution and bylaws for the gov­
ernance which shall be enforceable before any Court of com­
petent Jurisdiction of Liberia, and may repeal, amend or sup­
plement the same whenever expedient, it shall also have a right 
to use a seal.

■a • i

{. Joint Resolution supplementary to a Joint Resolution regulating 
the granting of leases to Foreigners approved January 7th. 1899.

Whereas the indiscriminate leasing of lands by the citizens 
of tho Republic has bred much misunderstanding between tho J 
aborigines and Foreigners, which threatened to disturb serious­
ly tho friendly relations existing between the Government and 
tho Powers with whom Liberia is in treaty stipulations; 
and whereas there is extant on the pages of the Statutos of 
1876 a general Act by which tho Government is empowered to 
lease lands to Foreigners ; and whereas the Government desires 
to avoid as far as possible the complications likely to arise in the 
future, and the Act of 1876 opens to Foreigners the land of the 
Republic under the judicious guardianship of the Executive, 
with the approval of the National Legislature ;

Therefore it is resolved by the Senate and House of Jlefiresen- ' 
tatices of the Republic of .Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this 
Joint Resolution, if any person or citizen of this Republic is 
knowu to lease, grant, let or transfer, any real estate in any 
place of this Republic to Foreigners other than Ports of Entry 
and delivery, he shall he deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction of the same, before any court or courtB of 
this Republic having competent jurisdiction, shall forfeit tho 
said laud and shall be fined the sum of not lees than three 
hundred nor more than six hundred dollars to he paid as fol­
lows;—One half in gold, silver, or copper coin, und the other



51

half in Liberian currency or Government audited bills for every 
ten acres of land so leased.

Sec. 2. It is farther resolved, that if any clerk or clerks of 
the monthly and probate courts of this Republic, are known to 
present surreptitiously to the court for probation, any deeds of 
lease, grant, let, or transfer in lavor of any Foreigner in any 
place of this Republic other than Forts of Entry and delivery, 
shall bo tried for malfeasance in office aud if convicted before 

i any court having competent jurisdiction to try the same, shall 
forfeit his bond as clerk of said Court and pay to the Govern- 
'ment a fine of one hundred dollars half of said fine to ho paid 
in gold, silver, or copper coin, and the other half in Govern- 

sinent audited bills for every such deed he offers or attempts to
offer in court for probation.

Sec. 8. It is further resolved that any Judge of tho mouth- 
fy and Probate Court of this Republic who is known to induce 
or encourage any Foreigner or Foreigners to attempt to lease 
lands in this Republic at any place other than at the regular 

> Forts of Entry, shall be dismissed from office and shall forfeit
and pay to the Government the sum of five hundred dollars.

Sue 4. Concessions granted by Government to Foreigners
j excepted.

' * Any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

4

r

A Joint Resolution amending tho 1st. section of a Joint Resolution^ 
respecting the duty on tobacco and powder, approvod January 28, 
1899.

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Skc. 1. That six months from and after the passage of this 
resolution two (2/4) quarters of the duty received on tobacco, 
and powder is assigned for tho service of th« Loan of 1871, and 
one quarter shall bo for tho servico of General Government 
claims, and the remaining one quarter (1/4) for tho servico of 
County Claims.

Any law to tho contrary notwithstanding.

A further Act concerning tho collection of taxes, L'''

ft is enacted by the Senate aiul House of IlcpresentativCs of 
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Sec. 1. Thai from and after the first day of Boptomber 
1900, tho taxes imposed iu the Republic by authority, shull be 
collected in the following manner : The assessments having 
Men taken iu the manner proscribed by law, copies of the
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same shall be supplied to the Superintendents, and s-hal 
J.y them posted in the township or district to which tiny 
respectfully apply, sixty days before the first day of December I 
of each year, or sixty days before the first day of March in ' 
each vear.

Sec. 2. It is further enacted that the Superintendents oft 
the several counties am! districts shall receive the bills for the 
amount assessed against, each person m each separate town-I* 
ship : and shall hand the same to the collector of taxes fort 
the district, township, or hamlet.

Sec. It is further enacted that the Collector shall re*; 
reive the money, and receipt the hill, lie shall report as or 
dered in previous Acts to the court of Quarter Sessions and 
the Treasury Department. His debit being tho hills given him 
for collection; his sredit the money paid into the Treasury.

Sec. 4. It is farther enacted that all poll and navy tax< & 
must he paid by the thirty first day of December in eacU 
year, all taxes on real estate "by the thirty tlrst day of MarclJ 
in each year.

Sec .r> It is further enacted that after those dates re-, 
selectively, all uncollected bills shall he returned to the Supe • 
mtendent upon whose written application accompanied by tl.e.' 
hill, any magistrata may issue a writ of execution directed 
to tho Sheriff of the County for the Collection of said hill..

Sec. 6. It is further enacted that in tho caso of Chief?! 
of native towns in or near any settlements, and payin';* 
taxes, the execution shall be issued against tin* chiefs only ; hut 
at least sixty days notice of the sum assessed upon his town 
ami people must be given him.

Sec ?. It is further enacted that in every case where mt 
assessment is made on native towns for navy or poll taxes 
it shall he sufficient to state on the assessment the name 
of tho town and head men, and the number of men per* 
maneiitly residing there.

Any law to the contiary notwithstanding.

Joint Resolution making appropriation tor tin* Tnaugoratidu of tin 
President of the Republic of Liberia, January 1st A. I). ItiOO.

It i» 11 ■ >h e</ hi/ th, Sen ife mid I hoist of KtprMntalires if tli 
/ll'l’ut’he "f l.ilniin in Isyulatuie assewbk.l

Sec. 1. Flint ihe sum of Threo haedred Dollars he, am 
the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of defrayin; 
the expenses ot the It. .uguratioii of tho President ot the He 
public of Liberia, January let A. D. IDuO; and the See. 
ret.iry of the Treasury be, and lie is hereby authorized u 
draw for the same out of anv moneys not otherwise a;i 
lironriuieil. ’ ' ]


